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THE efforts of G i cat -Britain to 
reduce theft United States 
being now almoft brought to a pe- 
riod, jt is proper that the citizens of 
America Jriould look over the ground 
they have trodden; This becomes 
neceflafyi iti order that the pre fen t 
generation in ay fully comprehend 
inofe two point J, which pollen ty In- 
deed will perceive at a tingle glance^ 
but which it is of importance to the 
confdentes of men to be well in*, 
formed of now* For certainly it 
becomes us to know chat the cornel* 
which hath emancipated our country, 
originated with our enemies, and 
hath been by them urged on for the 
purports of domination : white on 
our part every Hep hath been taken, 
confiiietn with poflible fafety, to de- 
precate their vengeapec, and avert 
the calamities of war. 

For the better under ftanding this 
important fubjett, we mult take a 



curfbiy fiert of tie ifritirfl colonic* 
before the revolution, previous to 
which it may be nectJTary to make 

fome few remarks on the circum* 
ft a n e t o f colon isa tiob ■ Th i s , though 
it introduced new indJen U not to be 
met with fa the antient hiitories of 
humah affair^ neither did or could 
introduce any new reafeh or new 
maxims of juftice. 

The grcit principlci therefore, t* 
and ever will remain in force, that 

MBtf ARE &T NATURE PKlt, At 

accountable to him that made them, 
they mull be fo ; and fo long as wz 
have any idea of divine juftice, wc 
muft aiForiate that of human freedom. 
Whether men can part with (heir 
liberty is among the queflions which 
have exercifed the a Weft writers; 
but it h conceded on all hands, ih.it 
the tight to be free can never be 
alienated, . Still lefs is iz practicable 
for one generation to mortgage the 



• •' Although font of the ,page# incf letter* contained in this pamphlet 
have bttnl printed i» the fometyolu^es^oj the.ftemembrancef ; yet we 
have lejarintefl the wbofy .<?f ,*h« ^pamphlet ^ere, ,fojr the' two following 
seesoos ^ yiei. Pirft, gecau<e_ fjtyerat. of t)te papers .anid' letters were, 
copiediatoxbtl^c^einbirancc^ the time) ani 

ctriftqaetitly; Habit komaqy Sjiacc.uja.cies; pxd tjiefc cojues^irj the pamphlet 1 
bti*^all.^t«4, 4 ,«nd*r. ,$bf J^pe&icm of a Committee q( the Congfefti 
may be prefumed to be carr]e&*n4 ajf&^usf, Secono', Becaufe fome reader! 
(and tut perhaj» sm f * few) woujd difapproye o£a multitude of ref&encejJ 
add wpoid rather; fie a. few pvajrf^hi, or pages, reprlnied, than m£ fed 
the whole together. *-* * J 
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privileges ot another. The right of 
a ftate over its own members hath 
alto been brought into queflion ; and 
there are not wanting authorities to 
ftrgw^tftat ".ch&eng :who renounce 
aflegiance *anH *prwoftion may fly 
, from xb* territories of/jhe'ftate, and 
: V<Fetf ;njhir;vrfdepeiidfeilt '^uvernments 
in new countries. Be this as it itiay, 
the point it clear, that when the 
confcnt of government h obtained j 
the individuals are again in a ftate 
of nature* aZBce free either to ftrbmit 
to a' iociety exiftirig, or to eftablifti 
one, as their intereft or their in- 
clination may prompt* Here then 
is the fituation of thofe who wearied 
with the contentions and oppreffions 
of the old world, boldly threw them- 
selves upon the protection of Pro- 
vidence to explore the new, and 
traverfed the ocean to inhabit a wil* 
dernef* amid nations of barbarous 
fees. Thefe firft adventurers, in* 
fpired by freedom, fupported by 
kduftry, and protected by Heaven; 
became inured to toil, to hardfhip, 
and to war* In fpite therefore of 
every obfUele they obtained a fet- 
tfement; and then turned their at- 
tention to the fecurhy of thofe equal 
tights for which they had encountered 
£6 many perils ana inconveniences, 
for this putpofe they framed in- 
dependent constitutions ; and thefe, 
however different in form, were all 
Snfpired by the fame fpirit, and all 
founded on that eternal maxim of 
free governments, that no man can 
fee bctttnd by laws to which he docs 
not content. Thefe little reponlics 
ibon began to flourim with a vigour 
and beaaty adequate to the radical 
energy of their faft principle. Of 
eenfequence they became a deft-able 
object to that genius of enterprize 
which had animated the monarchies 
of Europe* Ob the other hand, 
their weaJcnefs required fome ancient 
trunk to fupport them for a while in 
|h« form of ambition, Ouranceftots 
therefore, toottlated by their n> 



ceffities, and feductd by ancient 
habits, and the remembrance of 
former friendihips and connections, 
were eafily prevailed on to fubjec"r. 
themfelves to the Kinr of England, 
in confluence of his folemtf promifc 
to afford them protection in common 
with all his other fubje&s again (I 
foreign force and internal violence. 
The Britifh colonies then, under 
that name, were in fac\ fe many 
independent ftates, whofe onfy po- 
litical connection with each other, 
and with the feveral parts of the 
Britifh empire, was by means of a 
common fovereign. It followed from 
their natural and political fituation 
that this connection could not be 
permanent, and indeed the fabric 
muft have crumbled to pieces at a 
much earlier period, if it had not 
been ce m e nte d by the famenefs of 
manners and language, a (biking 
fimilaritY of civH inftitutions, a conr 
tinued intercourfe for the purpofes 
of commerce, and other circumftancee 
of the like kind* For the interefts 
of Great-Britain and America weref 
diametrically opoofKe, whether we 
confider them either in a political or 
commercial view* It was, for inftance, 
the intereft of Great-Britain, that 
needy dependents there mould rebuild ' 
their (battered fortunes here, and the 
wealthy citizens of this country ex- 
pend their property at the metropolis* 
That we ihould be obliged to take 
part in all their wars, whether for 
defence or conqueft. That our trade 
mould be confined to their ports » 
and finally, that they ihould have a 
power by laws pafled in their Par- 
liament to bind us in all cafes what- 
toever; and not only did the dif- 
ference of interefts work to this end, 
but Nature had fo widely feparated 
the two countries, that it was im- 
poffiWe they could long have been 
joined together upon terms even of 
defpotifm* 

From what hath already been faid 
it muft appear, that as a (m people 

we 
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eve eonld not be bound by arbitrary 
«dlcts of the prince, that by flill 
ftronger reafons we could not be 
bound by the more arbitrary edicts 
of our fellow ftbjects ; and of con- 
sequence, that, although the prince 
and our fellow fubjects ihould join 
egafnfl at whatever force they might 
acquire, they could acquire no right 
t>y the Anion. But it will appear 
ajub, that wfc had on every principle 
aright to become Independent, par- 
ticularly if the crown fhould violate 
ihofe contract which formed the 
baiis of an union. For lit us fup- 
pofe that when our anceitors quitted 
Europe, they went on the general 
principle of disclaiming allegiance to, 
and protection from, the feveral dates 
of which they were fubiects, or that 
they came hither with the permiflion 
of thofe ftates, and even under a 
contract with the King of England. 
And when they arrived here, let us 
fuppqfe either that they eftabliihed 
independent governments) which af- 
terwards became fubject by agree- 
ment, or that a conditional fubje&ion 
was interwoven in their frame ;— ftill 
the exigence of the contract remains 
onimpeached ; or even on a fuppo- 
fition that they had actually bar- 
gained for unconditional fubmiffion, 
ftill that bargain would have been 
from iu very nature void as to them ; 
or if not to them, at leaf* to their 
offspring $ and.ofconfeduence, from 
the principle of alt free focieties, the 
contraa will ftill fefuk. And it 
being evident that the two countries 
iot only had not, but really could 
not have (on' free principles) any 
politic^ connection bur through the 
prince— fo that right exercifed in th$ 
revolution of England dtntonftrated 
£nce, and generally admitted, muft 
neceflarily draw with it the right to 
independence, which is above ftatedl 
Previous to the lail war, a few acts 
were palled in England infringing 
on the liberties of America /and but 
& lew for the two following reafons, 



ift. Becaufe America was ( at. gut 
time an object of very little natjohaj 
attention. 2dly, Becaufe the pof-* 
feffions of the' French enabled thenf 
to give fuch effectual aid in cafe of 
rupture, that it was imprudent to 
tempt us too far-. Thejfe acts how- 
ever were obeyed, becaufe the re- 
ftraints were of no great confequence; 
and becaufe we were too fenfible of 
our weaknefs to be folly fenfible of 
our rights, or at leaft to vindicate 
them. But during the courfe of the 
war, the weight and magnitude of 
America became viftble; .and at the 
peace, this great object was (or at 
leaft feemed to be) inseparably an- 
nexed to the crown of Britain. On 
the other hand, we had felt our own 
force, and we're relieyed from a 
neighbour whofe views at that time 
cramped our growth and rcpreffed 
our efforts. The confequence of 
this change was inftantly perceived. 
Great-Brtfain claimed revenue and 
dominion. We refufed the one, and 
difputed the other* 

The hiftory which Congrefs gave 
in their addrefs to America of Octo- 
ber 1774, will on this occaiioa de- 
fyrvt our feriouj attention. It is as 
follows: " Soon after the condu/ion 
of the late war, there commenced a 
memorable change in the treatment 
of theft colonies. By a ftatute made 
in the fourth year of the prefeht 
reign, a time of profound feaa, al- 
leging, " the expediency of new 
provifions and regulations for ex* 
tending the commerce bctweea 
Great-Britain and his Mftlefty's 
dominions in Amtrit*, ana the 
naejitf if raifinf * rputunt in the 
faid dominions for defraying; the 
expences ^ of dtfading, protecting, 
and fee u ring the fame, the Common* 
of GruU-Bripu'v undertook to live 
and frapt to his Majefty many rates 
and duties, to be paid hi thefe co- 
lonies. To enforce the ebfervance 
«f this act, it prefcribes a great 
number of fevere penalties and fbr- 

B z feituresj 
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tetturcs ; and in two fe&Ions makes 
a remarkable diftinction between the 
fubje&s in Grtat-Britaia and thofe 
in Amirit*. #y the one, the penalties 
and forfeit ares incurred there are to 
be recovered in any of the King's 
Courts of Record atWeftminfterjOrih 
the Court of Exchequer in Scotland ; 
and by the other, the penalties and 
forfeitures incurred here are to be 
recovered in any Court of Record, or 
in any Court of Admiralty, or Viee- 
admiralty s at the cleft ion of the in- 
former or profecutor. 

The inhabitants of thefe colonies, 
confiding in the juftice of Great- 
Bruain, were fearcely allowed ftiffi- 
cient time to receive and con fid er 
this aft before another, well known 
by the name cf the Snmp A&> and 
p"a(Ted in the nTth year of this reign, 
ehgrolfrd their whole attenrion. By 
this ftatute the Britifh parliament 
e xerciied i n the m d ft expl i ci t manner 
a* power of taxing us f arid extending 
the jurifdiaioh of Courts of Admiralty 
alid Vfc&-admiraky in the colonies 
to matters arifmg within the body of 
a county, and directed the numerous* 
penalties and forfeitures thereby in- 
nlfted to be recovered in the faid 
courts. 

In the fame year a tax was Lm- 
pofed upon us bv an acl eilablifhjng 
feveral new fees in the cuftoms. In 
che next year the Stamp Ait was re- 
pealed; not becaufe it was founded 
in art erroneous principle, but a? the 
repealing aft recites, becaufe the 
* ( continuance thereof would be at- 
tended with many inconveniendes, 
and might be produftive of confe- 
rences greatjy detrimental to the 
commercial intereit of Great-Bri- 
tain*'* 

' In the fame year, and by a fubfe- 
ouent aft, it was declared, *• that his 
Majefty in parliament of right had 
power to bind the people of thefe 
colonies by flatutes in all cafes what- 
soever, 1 * 

la the feme y«ar another aft w« 
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pafTed, for impeding rate.* anil dutie 
payable in thefe colonies. "In thi* 
ftatute the commons, avoiding th* 
terms of giving and granting* 
■J humbly befought luslvjajefty that 
it mignt be enaelcd, &c, M Buf rron> 
a declaration In the preamble, thai 
the rates and duties were *f ~m lieu 
of" fcveral others granted by the 
ftatute rtrft before mentioned for r*if- 
ing a revenue, and frOra fomf other 
ex pre Hi on s it appears that thefe dutict 
were intended for that purpofc P 

In the next year [1767] an a£ wat 
made 1F< to enable his Majefty to pu£ 
t^e cuftom* and other duties in Ame- 
rica under the management of com - 
miffioners, &c/* And the King there- 
Upon trec^ed the prefent ex pen five 
board of cbmmiflioners, for the ex- 
prefr purpbfe of carrying into exc- 
cuttbri the Several a&s relating to the 
revenue and trade in America, 

4fter the repeal of tbe^SUmp Acl p 
having again rcfigned ou Helves to 
our ancient unMjpicious afteftions for 
the parent fbte, and anxious to avoid 
any controverfy with her* in hopes o( 
a favourable alteration in fentiments, 
and meafurcs towards us, we did not 
prefsour objedlions againft the above 
mentioned fiatues made fubfequeat 
to that repeal. 

' Adminiilrdtion, attributing tptrlil. 
iog caufes a conduft that really pro^ 
ceeded from generous motives, were 
encouraged in the fame j.ear [i7&?l 
to make a bolder exjperinieht on the 
jpatsence of America. 

By a flatus commonly called the 
Glafs, Paper and Tea Ac\ made fifteen, 
months after the repeal of the Stamp 
Acl T the Cciamons of Great-Britain 
refumed their former lan^uag*, and 
again undertook to u gjveand grant 
rates and duties to be paid in thefe 
colonies/* for ttfe exprefs puj-pofe of 
* - rai^ng a revenue to defray the 
charges of the administration of juf- 
tice, the fun port of civil government, 
and defending the K*ng Vdoimnions* 
on this coounent. The penalties and 
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fit to be recovered m the fame.man T 
^er yviiH thole mentioned in the fow- 
ling acls. 

To this ftatyte fo naturally tending 
to difturb the tranquility tljen uiu- 
ver&l throughout the colonies » parr 
{lament in the fame feffion adde4 
another no left extraordinary. 
."" Ever fince the making the prefenf 
peace, a tending army has been kept 
in ' thefe , colonies ; from refped fqf 
the mother country , the innovating 
Wat not only tolerated, bat the pro* 
yinciaT legiflatures generally made 
pcQTi$o? fcr Ajpplyipg the troops. 

The afiembly of the province of 
$«w~ Visa* paving pafled an g$ of 
ihia kind, but differing Jn jome am* 
f fes (top) t^e dire^ions o£ tftf act, of 

fVarjiameoj made in fye fiftfc. year of 
&U rrign, the Houfe of^xprefenta. 
tiyea in that colony waa proh^biu^ 
^y a ^tjatejpadg in .the lad feffioii 
Kci^oned, frop^^a^ing any bill, 
¥$&* r^dbjtion # or votf, except fox 
adjourning or chafing a (peaker, un- 
uccuyfign ihojald be" made by the 
a^bly for (urpilhing tfce troppf 
n that nrpvtnce, not only with 
)$&&$&}& aj were required 
tM^^te which" they were 
sd with difobeying, out a] fa 

> WjwW &r>* ate* 

aw 8> Ijf w t&ce BAui the tWentJH 

rjgae jtatutes of the. year 1*67* 
eyiy^t^hf appj^li^oiifanddifcon- 
«P« 'ft* to* ffipre?y fr*£4*4 «j 

jnifift t^jpft WW and jealoufieJi 
hereby' decafibried, ~* flatute wa§ 



iiife ^urg orAdflualijy a^cf Vke T 

u: the, .end of more ejfe&naliv re- 
ft* *f£ .a tH *5t?Hr Jr~r % *?.r*7 *r 

EPH»*L» #£ 8Br*». W$ ^r 
PW «§$*£ W 1& ? f . Pf^amen^ 
ftajped & tf^porpolj^of raanjvf 
||yenif in America; ^c. 
'VS. fflWW. WteHT. o{ thefe 




ttnutca u r - to aobvejt. the tight of 

hiving a frurc In legiflaiion, by 
rendering aftcrublic< utldij the right 
of property, by taking the raoncy of 
the coloniiU without tjicir cnulcnt ; 
the right of trial by jury* by {-Mi* 
tuting in their place trial* in Ad- 
miralty and Vice* admiralty Couru, 
where fingle judgci prcfide, holding 
their com millions daring pZcaTutc ; 
and unduly to influence the coaru of 
common law* by rendering the judge* 
thereof totally dependent on the crowxi 
for their faiaries. 

Thefe ftatutet, not to mention 
nun)' others exceedingly exception- 
able, compared wuhune another, will 
be found not only to form a regular 
{yilem, in which every part has great 
force, bin alto a pertinacious adher- 
ence to that fv4c«i for iabjugaung 
thefe colonics that are iioi> and 
from local circumllanccK cannot bf 
rcprciented in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, to the uncontrollable 404 
unlimited power o£ Pirlh^ent, in 
violation of their undoubted ri^hu 
and liberties — in contempt of their 
humble and repeated (application*, 

Severe as the acta of Parliamemi 
before mentioned are, yet U-econdud 
of Admlnillration hath been equally 
injurious aod irruadn^ CO thu tie- 

lM*r pMtenoe of gpy*m$ ?hf«i 
fo many ne^ ,inftta.tio#* nn>f9rnily 
ri«?i* #4 4*?gcroo% ^axe km iatPQn 
cluced, aa cpuld onjy ^e t#fl*$e4 ftoaa 
incen^d wften, fof opfte^iE the 
VU>u$e or rath» % nJugfer olcom 
^erfdf^vincef^ 

Bjcan wderof t^eJCif^ IW Wi 
AftriflB ?f tfre cpflamandof yi ch^f* 
and underpin of the 9mp^i4r^gem^ 
taJLsa in time of peace, ia readcre4 
(bpreme; in all the avil gjatarnment* in 
Avprfeft 1 «p4 thm an nja^nuonl, 
ah)e mitery power is veied in oA-> 
cera not known to the cojifiuution of 
thefe coloniea. 

A \at& body of troops, and a con f 
^derajtle arjnajne^t of ftup* oi wax. 

have 
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fore ten feat to aftl in taking their 
ttoney without their cOnfent. 
' Expensive and oppreffive offices 
have been multiplied, and the a£k* 
of corruption induftrioufly pra&ifed 
to divide and deftroy. 

1 Th* judge* of the Admiralty and 
Vice-AdswrahyCourts arcimpowered 
to recctveifeeir falaries and fees from 
the efiiGs 10 becondemned by them* 
ielve*. 

The commiffionets of the euftoms 
are ittfpawered to break open and 
eater houfts without the authority of 
iwv dvfl migiftrate fovnded on legal 
ttfOftftaridA. 

J&dfC* of courts of common law 
have been made entirely dependent 
on the crown ferthektommimons and 
falaries. 

A court has been eftaWifhed at 
Ittode-llland, for the purpofe of 
taking eolonifts to England to be tried. 

HtfmMe and reasonable petitions 
from the reprefentative* of the peo- 
ple, have been frequently treated with 
contempt: and aflemblies have been 
Repeatedly and arbitrarily diffolved. : 

Fiocrt fome few inftances it will 
Mfeaeatry- appear, on what pretences 
ef jvttee thofe diflblatfon* have been 
fcocded. 

The tranquility of the colonies 
having been again diftnrbed, as has 
been mentioned, by the ftatutesof the 
year 1767, the Earl of Hillfborough, 
gtcrttarW State, in a letter to Go- 
vernor Bernard, dated April 22, 
1769* cenfares the •" prefumption" 
of the Hoaft of Reprefentatives for 
41 revolving upon a meafnre of fo 
inAemnUtory a nature, as that of 
wrtng m the other colonies, ft* the 
fubjea of their intended representa- 
tions againft feme late a&s of Parlia- 
stent*" then declares, that "Itis 
Ms^cfif «oftfs£ers this ftep p^ evi- 
dently tending to create unwarrant* 
able combinations, to excite an un- 
juftilable opposition to the confti- 
tatienal authority of Parliament;" 
and afterwards adds, " itisthe King's 



pleafure, that as foon as the Generaf 
Court is again afTembled, at the time 
prescribed by the charter, you ftiould 
require of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, in his Majefty's name, tore* 
fcind the resolution which gave birth' 
to thecircular letter from the Speaker, 
and to declare their difapprobation of 
and diflent to that rafti and hafty pro* 
ceeding." 

44 If the new aflembly fhould re* 
fufeto comply with his Majefty's rea* 
fonable expectation, it is the King's 
pleafure, that you fhould immediately 
diflblvethem." 

This letter being laid before the 
houfe, and the refolation not being . 
refemded according to order, the 
affembly was diflblvtd. A letter of 
a rlmilar nature was fent to other 
Governoft, to procure refolutions, 
approving the conduct of the repre* 
fentttivesof Maffachufetts-Bay, to be 
refcinded atfo ; and the Houfes of 
Reprefentatives in other colonies re- 
futing to comply, their aflemblies 
were diflblved. 

Thefe mandates fpoke a language 
to which the ears of Englifh fubjefti 
had for feveral generations been 
ftrangers. The nature of afTemblies 
implies a power and right of deli, 
beration ; bnt thefe commands, pro* 
fcribing the exereife of judgment on 
the propriety of the requisitions made, 
left to the aflemblies only the election, 
between dictated fubmiflton, and 
threatened tmnifhmcnt: a puniih- 
ment too founded on no other aft' 
than fuch as is deemed innocent even 
in flaves— of agreeing in petitions 
for redrefs of grievances that equally 
afFeftall. 

The hoftile and nnjufGfiablc in- 
vafkm of the town of Bofton foon 
followed thefe events in the fame 
year; though that town, the pro* 
vince in which it is fituated, ana all 
the colonies, from abhorrence of a 
conteft with their parent ftate, per* 
roitted the execution of thofe ftatutes 
againft which they to unaaimoufly 
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werec*>$nlafaing & renpnft{ating, and 
ftpplicatirig. 

- Adminiftration, determined to fub- 
dat % <fc>irit of freedom which Engli/h 
Ministers fhould have rejoiced to 
cheriih, entered into a monopolizing 
combination with the Eaft-India Com* 
pahy, to fend to this continent raft 
quantities of tea, an article on which 
a duty was laid by a ftatute that m 
a particular manner attacked die li- 
berties of America, and whkh there- 
fore the inhabitants of theft colonic* 
had refolved not to* import. The 
cargo fent to Sooth-Carolina was 
ftorcd, and not allowed to be fold* 
Thofe lent to Philadelphia and New* 
York were not permitted to be land* 
ed. That fent to Bofton was de- 
flroyed, becaufe Governor Hotchin- 
ion would not fufitx it to be re* 
turned.- * 

Cn the intelligence of thefe tranf- 
actions arriving in Great-Britain, the 
public fpirited town laft mentioned 
was finglcd out for deftruc"tion, and 
it was determined the province it be- 
longs to fhould partake of its fate. 
In the laft feflion of Parliament there- 
fore were paffed the adb for fhutting 
np the ports of Bofton, indemnify- 
ing the murderers of the inhabitants 
of Maflachufctts-Bav, and changing 
their chartered confKtutibn of govern- 
ment. * To enforce thefe adb, that 
province is again invaded by a Beet 
and army. 

To mention thefe outrageous pro- 
ceedings, is fufficieht to explain them*' 
For though it is pretended that the 
province of Manachefetts-Bay has 
been particularly difrefpe&ful to 
Great-Britain, yet, in truth, the be- 
haviour of the people in other colo- 
nies, has been an equal " oppoiition 1 
to the power aflumed by Parliament/* 
No ftep, however, has been taken 
againft any of the reft. This artful 
conduit conceals foveral defigns. It 
is expeeled that the province of Mafla- 
ehufetts-Bay- will -be irritated into 
ibme violent action that may dif- 



pleate the reft of fhe continent, . or 
that may induce the people of Great* 
Britain, to approve the meditated 
vengeance of an imprudent and ex* 
afperated Miniftry. If the unex- 
ampled pacific temper of that pro- 
vince (hall difappoint this part of 
the plan, h is hoped the other colo* 
nies will befo far intimidated as to 
defert their brethren, fuferiag in a 
common caufe, and that thus dlfuait* 
ed, all may be fnbdued. 

To promote theft defigns, smother 
meafure has been purfued. In the 
feflion of parliament laft mention-, 
ed, an act was palled for chang* 
mg the government of Quebec, by 
which aft the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion, iaftead of being tolerated* as 
fhpulated by the treaty of peace, h 
eftablifhed j and die people there am 
deprived of a right to an aflembl-^ 
trials by jury, and theEnglim laws, 
in civil cafes are abolifhe a, and in* 
ftead thereof the French laws are eft** 
blifhed, in direft violation of his Ma* 
jetty's promife by his royal proclama- 
tion, under the faith of which many 
Englilh fnbjeas fettled irf that pro- 
vince; andthelimittofthatpcovttTce 
are extended lb for as to comnrehend 
fhofe vaft regions that lie adjoining to 
the northerly and wefterry boundaries 
of thefe colonies. 

The authors of this arbitrary ar»* 
rangement flatter themfelves, that the 
inhabitants deprived of liberty, and 
artfully provoked againft thofe of an- 
other religion, will be proper inftrii- 
ments for affifting in the oppreffion of 
fuch as differ from them in the modes 
of government and faith. 

From the detail of fafta herein b»» 
fore recited, as well as from authentic 
intelligence received, it is clear be- 
yond a doubt, that a resolution is' 
formed and now carrying into execu- 
tion, to cxtinguiftt the freedom of' 
thefe colonies by fubje&ing them to a" 
defootic government. ~ - 

For the redrefs of thefe grievances, 
the Congrefs of America, inftead of 
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r!yii]& to ftrnu, which, however juftr- 
Jiable, would not perhaps have been, 
wife, and whkh certainly ought as 
much as poifible to be avoided, pre- 
ferred a petition to the King, which 
after taking notice of the fevtral ex- 
ecutive and legiflative ac\j before 
mentioned, proceeds thus : — 4 * To a 
fovercign who glories in the name of 
Briton, the bare recital of thefe a£U 
jnufU we prefume, juftify the loyal 
fubje£U who fly to the foot of hit 
throne, and implode His clemency for 
protection againti them. 

From this dcitrucYive fyftem of co- 
lony adnuniHration* adopted fince the 
conclusion of the tail war, have flowed 
thofe diftrefles, dangers, tears and 
jealouiies that overwhelm your Ma* 
jetty* 9 dutiful colon ifts with affliction; 
and we defy our moft fubtle and in- 
veterate enemies to trace the unhappy 
d i fFer ences bet wee n Grea t~ B f i tain an d 
thefe colonies, from an earlier period, 
or from other caufes, than we have 
affigned. Had they proceeded on our 
own part from a reftlefs levity of tem- 
per, unjuft impulfes of ambition , or 
artful fuggeftkms of feditious perfens, 
we fcould merit the opprobious semi* 
frequently beftowed upon us by thofe 
we revere* But fo far from promot- 
ing innovations, we have only Op* 
foCtd them ; andean be charged with 
no offence uniefs it be one to receive 
injuries and be feufible of them, 

Had our Creator been pleafed to 
«ve us exiftencc in a land of flavery> 
the fenfe of oar condition might have 
been mitigated by ignorance and ha- 
bit* But, thanks be t* his adorable 
goodaeft, we were born the heiftof 
freedom, and ever enjoyed our right 
under the aufpices of your royal an- 
ceftort* wbofe family was feated on 
the Britim throne 10 refcue and fecurr 
a piou* and gallant nation from the 
defpotifei of a fuperftitious and in* 
exorablc tyrant. Your Maje&y* wc 
«re confident, juftry. rejoice* that your 
title to the crown is thai founded on 
thr titlt of your people to liberty I 



and therefore, wc doubt not but your 
rtjyal wifdom muft approve the feriil* 
bility that teaches your fubjetfo anxi- 
ously to guard the bit fling they re- 
ceived from Divine Providence, and 
thereby to prove the performance of 
that compad which elevated the il- 
iuftrious houfe of Brunfwicfe to the 
imperial dignity it now pontiles'. 

The apptehenfiou of being degrad- 
ed into a ftate of fervuude from the 
pre-eminent rank of Engtilh freemen, 
while our minds retain the ftrimgeft 
love of liberty, and clearly forefce the 
miferies preparing for us and our po- 
sterity, excites emotions in our breads, 
which though wc cannot defcribc, we 
mould not willi to conceal* Feeling 
as men, and thinking as fubjeifts in 
the manner we do* filence would be 
diiloyalty. By giving this faithful 
information, we do all in our power 
to promote the great objedis of your 
royal cares, the tranquility of your 
government, and the welfare of your 
people- 
Duty to yoiir Majefly, and regard 
for the prefervation of ouTfclyes and 
our pollerity, the primary obligation* 
of nature and fociccy, command us 
to entreat your royal attention j arid 
as your Majelly enjoy* the ftgnal dU 
Itinftioa of reigning over freemen, 
we apprehend the language of free- 
men cannot be difplcafing. Your 
royal indignation, we hope, wt)l ra- 
ther fall on thofe dengning and dan* 
gcrou* men who daringly interpofing- 
themfelves between your royal perion 
and your faithful firbjecU; and for 
feveral years paft inceflautly employe^ 
to diflalve the bonds of focicty, byi 
abaimg your Majefty'i authority, mif- 
reprefen ting -your American fubjeds, 
and profecuting the moft defperate 
and irritating project of oppreiDon, 
have at kflgth compelled u* by the 
fo/ce of accumulated injuries, too 
levere to be any longer tolerable, to 
diflurb/ourMajefrr's repefc by our 
complaints* , _ * , 

Thefe fentiments are extorted from 
fccarU 
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Xeaf t% tna£ much more willingly would 
bleed in yo^ir Majefty's fervice. Yet 
fo greatly have we been raifreprefent- 
ed, that a neceffity has been alledged 
of taking our property from us 
without our confent, " to defray the 
charge of the adminiftration of juilice, 
the fupport of civil government, and 
the defence, protection, and fecurity 
of the colonies," But we beg leave 
to allure your Majelly, that fuch pro- 
vision has been and will be made for 
defraying the two firft^afticles; as has 
been and fhall be judged by the le- 
gislatures of the fevefal colonies juft 
and fui table to their refpec"Hve cir- 
ca mtlances : and for the defence, pro- 
tection, and fecurity of the colonies; 
1 their militias, if properly regulated, as 
' they earheftly defire may immediately 
be done, would be fully fufficient, at 
leaft in times of peace ; and in cafe of 
war, your faithful colonies will be 
ready and willing; as they ever, have 
been; when conftitutionally required, 
to demonftrate their loyalty to. your 
Majefty, by exerting their moil ftrenn- 
ous efforts in granting furpplies and 
raifing forces. 

Yieldingto.no Britifh fubje&sin 
afFe&ionate attachment to your Ma- 
jefty 'sperfotf, family, and govern- 
ment, we too dearly prize the privi- 
lege of expreffing that attachment 
by th'ofe proofs that are honourable 
to the prince who receives them,' and 
to the people who give them; ever to 
refign it to any body of -men upon 
earth. Had we been permitted to 
enjoy in quiet the inheritance left us 
Vy our forefathers, we fhould at this 
rime have been peaceably, chearfully, 
and ufefully employed in recommend- 
ing* ouffelves by every teftimony of 
devotion to four Majefty , and of ve- 
neration to; the ftate from which we 
derive our origin. But ^though now 
expofed to unexpected and unnatural 
fcenes of diftrefs; by a contention 
ytixh that nation in whofe parental 

K dance, on all important affairs, we 
* hitherto, with filial reverence! 
Vol. VIH; 



conftantly tmfted, and therefore ctfrx 
derive no inftruelion in our prefent 
Unhappy and perplexing circumftances 
from any former experience : yet, we 
doubt not, the purity of our in ten r 
tiotis and the integrity of our conduct 
will juftify us at that grand tribunal 
before which all mankind mud fub* 
mit to judgment* 

„ We aflt but for peace, liberty, and 
fafety. We wifh hot a diminution 
of the prerogative, nor do we folicit 
the grant of any new right in our fa- 
voyr. Your royal authority over us 
and our cbnne&ibn with Great-Bri- 
taia, we fhall always carefully and 
zealouily endeavour to fupport and 
maintain. 

. Filled with feritiments of duty to 
your Majefty and of afteelion to oar 
parent ftate, deeply iwprefled by onr 
education, and ftrongly confirmed by 
our reafon, and anxious to evince the 
fincerity of thefe difpofirions, we pre- 
fent this petition only to obtain redrefs 
of grievances, and relief from fear* 
and jealouftes occasioned by the fyfteoi 
of ftattftes and regulations adopted 
iince the clefe of the iaft war for raifing 
a revenue in America— extending the 
powers of Courts of Admiralty and 
yice-admiralty.«^trying perfons in 
Great-Britain for offences alledged to 
be committed in America — affecting 
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay— 
and altering the government and ex- 
tending the limits of Quebec : by the 
abolition of which fyftem, the har- 
mony between Great -Britain and 
thefe colonies, fo neceflary to the 
happinefs of both, and fo ardently 
defired by the latter, and the ufual 
intercourses will be immediately re- 
stored. In the magnanimity and juf- 
tice of your Majefty and Parliament 
we confide for a redreSs of our other 
grievances, trufting, that when the 
caufes of apprehensions, are removed* 
our future conduct will prove, us dot 
unworthy of the regard we have been 
accuftomed, in our happier days, to 
enjoy. For, appealing to that Being 

e* . ■ **© 
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who fearehes thoroughly the hearts 
df his creatures, we folemnly profefs 
that our councils have been influenced 
by no other motive than a dread *f 
impending detraction. 

Permit us then, moft gracious So- 
vereign, in the name of all your faith- 
ful people in America, with the ut- 
moft humility, to implore you for the 
honour of Almighty God, whofe pure 
religion our enemies are undermin- 
ing ; for your glory which can be ad- 
vanced e-nly by rendering your fub- 
jects happy and keeping them united; 
for the interefts ot your family, de- 
pending on an adherence to the prin- 
ciples that enthroned it ; for the fafe- 
ty and welfare of your kingdoms and 
ddminions threatened with almoft un- 
avoidable dangers and diftrefles, that 
your Majefty, as the loving father of 
your whole people, connected by the 
fame bonds of law, loyalty, faith, 
and blood, though dwelling in vari- 
ous countries, will not fuffer the 
tranfcendent relation formed by thefe 
lies to be farther violated in uncer- 
tain expectation of effects, which if 
attained, never can compenfate for 
the calamities through which they 
muft be gained. 

- We therefore moft earnestly befeech 
your Majefty, that your royal autho- 
rity and interpofition may be ufed for 
our relief, and that a gracious anfwer 
may be given to this petition. 

That your Majefty may enjoy every 
felicity through a long and glorious 
reign over loyal and happy fubjects, 
and that your defcendents may in- 
herit your profperity and dominions 
till. time (hall be no more, is, and al- 
ways will be, our fincere and fervent 
prayer. 

- But as the King of England was not 
cur only opponent, but as it were the 
ally of our fellow fubjects who had 
taken upon themfelves to claim do- 
minion over us, — and as it is a me- 
lancholy truth that to make men rea- 
le-n-, they muft be made to feel, — fo 
the Congrcfs, to induce the people of 



Great-Britain to recede from their 
extravagant demands, did, for them- 
felves and their conftituents, agree 
and aiTociate as follows, to wit ; 

** Firft, That from and after the 
firft day of December next, we will 
not import into Britijh America, from 
Great-Britain or Inland \ any goods, 
wares or merchandize whatfoevcr, or 
from any other place, any iuch goods, 
wares, or merchandize, as fhall have 
been exported from Great-Britain or 
Ireland ; nor will we after that day , 
import any Eaft-India tea from any 
part of the world ; nor any molafles, 
fyrupe, paneles, coffee, or pimento, 
from the Britijh plantations or from 
Dominica ; nor wines from Madeira, 
or the weftern iflands; nor foreign 
indigo. 

*« Secondly, We will neither im- 
port nor purchafe any flave imported 
after the firft day of December 
next ; after which time we will 
wholly difcontinue the flave trade, 
and will neither be concerned in it 
ourfelves, nor will we hire our vef- 
fels,* nor fell our commodities or 
manufactures to thofe who are con- 
cerned in it. 

" Thirdly, As a non-confumption 
agreement ftrictly adhered to, will 
be an efiefiual fecrfrity for the ob- 
fervation of the «non-importation, 
we, as above, folemnly agree and 
aiTociate, that from this day we will 
not purchafe or ufe any tea imported 
on account of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, or any on which a duty'hath 
been or fhall be paid ; and from and 
after the firft day of March next, 
we will not purchafe or ufe any Raft- 
India tea whatever; nor will we, 
nor fhall any perfon for or under us, 
purchafe or ufe any of thofe goods, 
waresor merchandize, we have agreed 
not to import, which we fhall know, 
or have caufe to fufpeel, were im- 
ported after the firft day of December, 
except fuch as come under the rules 
and directions of the tenth article 
tereafter mentioned. •- 

" Fourthly, 
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* f Fourthly, The earneft defire we 
have not to injure our fellow-fub- 
jetts in Great ^Britain, Inlands or 
the Weft-Indies, induces us to fuf- 
pend a non-exportation, until the 
tenth day of September, 1775; at 
which time, if the faid acts and parts 
of acts of the Britijb Parliament 
herein after mentioned are not re- 
pealed, we will hot, directly or in- 
directly, export any merchandize or 
commodity whatfoever to Great-Bri- 
tain, Ireland, or the Weft-Indies, 
except rice to Europe." 

And to inforce and explain the 
reafons of this meafure, they pub- 
lished an addrefs to the people of 
Great-Britain. Whoever (hall read 
the hiftory of thefe tran factions in a 
future age, will perhaps be aftonifhed 
that after the defign of our enemies 
was thus clearly mani felled, no other 
meafures were taken to counteract 
them. To fuppofe that they would 
give up the plan fo regularly formed, 
and fo deliberately undertaken, with- 
out the moil cogent neceffity, was 
certainly abfurd. War, therefore, 
ihould have been confidered as in- 
evitable, and every provifion made 
for it by large importations of cloath- 
ing and military ftores, as well as 
by negociations with the rivals of 
Great-Britain. 

Thefe things, however, were not 
only neglected, but the direct con- 
trary roads were purfued ; fo that the 
war really found us in a fituation 
far more naked and unprovided than 
was natural to vis. In anfwer to 
this , however , it is to be obferved 
again, that mankind reafon from 
their feelings. That we were really 
attached to Great-Britain, and fought 
only to be united to her^ if it were 
poffible to be fo, without the total 
proilration of all our rights. This 
attachment, in fact, blinded us to our 
interefls fo effectually, that a pre- 
paration for war, or a threat of in- 
dependence, would have created the 
molt violent foment. Congrcfc 



(whatever may have been their privajn 
fentiments) were then, as at prefent, 
under a neceffity of conforming to 
the -popular opinion. Great reli- 
ance was placed upon the clemency 
of the prince,. the jufHce of the peo- 
ple, and the commercial interefts-of 
the empire. Befides all this, war 
with Great-Britain was a moft ferious 
objetf. It would have been fuch 00 
any power on earth. Succefs was it 
leaft highly doubtful. The confe- 
quence of victory on their part muft 
have bee*n on ours a total fubjection 
However clear might be the right of 
refinance in cafes of abfolute necef- 
fity, it feemed to be highly proper, 
that this neceffity ihould clearly ap- 
pear before the previous fteps to re* 
fiilance were taken. On the whole, 
it was perhaps hardly juftiftable to 
appeal to arms, while the remotest 
probability remained of obtaining 
without them the great object of 
peace, liberty, and fafety. 

It was in conformity to thefe (eft- 
timents, dftat on the 11th of Octo- 
ber, 1774. the Oongrefs wrote a 
letter to General Gage, iatreating 
him to forbear meafures tending to 
irritate the people of Maflachufcui- 
Bay, and at the fame time, ** re- 
folved unanimoufly, (hit they be 
advifed flill to conduct themfelves 
peaceably towards his Excellency Ge- 
neral Gage, and his MajeftyV troops 
now ilationed in the town of.Bofton, 
as far as can poflibly be confident 
with their immediate fafety, and- the 
fecurity of the town ; avoiding aad 
difcountenancing every violation of 
his Majefty's property, or any infult 
to his troops ; and that they peace- 
ably and firmly perfevere in the line 
they are now conducting themfelves 
on the defeniive." 

This Congrefs hiving given it ts 
their opinion, that another ihould 
meet on the tenth of May then next, 
diflblved itfelf on the 16th of October, 

It appears that while they were thus 
iblicitous for .peace, oftr e^wyuei haci 
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taken their determinations unalter- 
ably ; for though the letter of Lord 
Dartmouth to General Gage does not 
appear* the anfwer of the General, of 
the 15th December, 1774, contains 
the fulleft convictibn. He fays,-^- 
** YourLordfhip's idea of the difarm- 
ing certain provinces would doubtlefs 
be cdnfiftent with prudence and fafe- 
ty; but it neither is, nor has been 
practicable, without having recourfe 
to force, and being m afters of the 
country." 

Their confequent conduct appears 
fully confonarrt with this general 
plan ; for the petition to the King re- 
ceived no other notice than ,to be 
thrown on the table of Parliament 
among the mafs of American papers, 
by which his attention to take part 
with our fellow fubjetts again ft us was 
fully declared. His Minifters avowed 
the determination to compel us to 
obey the aits they had patted ; and a 
very confiderable force was fent out 
for that purpofe. In the month of 
February; a refolution waf agreed to, 
on a motion of one of the Minifters, 
' which was at that time called a con- 
ciliatory motion ; an4 which (allow- 
ing us to poflefs common fenfe and 
common fpirit) was direclly the re- 
verfe. This will appear from the 
motion itfelf, and from the fenfe of 
the fecond Congrefs upon it.—" The 
houfe in committee on the American 
papers, motion made, and queftion 
propofed, 

" That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that when the general council 
and afTembly, or general court of any 
of his Majefty's provinces or colonies 
in Amcrita, mall propofe to make 
provifiori according to the condition, 
circumftance," or fituation of fuch 
province or colony, for contributing 
their proportion to the common de- 
fence (fuch proportion to be raifed 
under the authority of tbe general 
court, or general afTembly of fuch 
jprovince or colony, and difpofable 
by Parliament) and fhall engage to 



make prbvifion alfo for the fupport 
of \hc civil government, and tbfe 
adminiftration of juftice in fuch pror 
vince or colony, it will be proper,, 
if fuch propofal fhall be approved b^ 
his Majefty and the two Houfes of 
Parliament, and for fo long as fuch 
provifion fhall be made accordingly, 
to forbear in refpeft of fuch province 
or colony, to lay any duty, tax, or. 
afleflment, except only fuch duties as 
it may be expedient to continue to 
levy or impofe for the regulation of 
commerce ; the net' produce of the 
duties Iaft mentioned to be carried to 
the account of fuch province or colony 
refpeclively,V 

The Congrefs took the faid refo- 
lution into consideration, and arc 
thereapon of opinion/ 

That the colonies of America are 
entitled to the fole andv exclufive 
privilege of giving and granting theijr 
own money : that this involves i 
right of deliberating whether they 
will make any gift, for what pur- 
pofes it fhall be made, and what 
fhall be its amount; arid that it is 
a high breach of this privilege for 
any body of men, extraneous to their 
conftitutions, to prefcribe the pur- 
pofes for which money mail be levied 
on them, to take to themfelves the 
authority of judging of their condi- 
tions, circum fiances, and fituations, 
and of determining the amount of 
fhe contribution to be levied. . 

That as the colonies pofTefs a right 
of appropriating their gifts, fo arc 
they intitled at all times to enquire 
into their application, to fee thafc 
they be not wafted among the venal 
and corrupt, for the purpofe of un- 
dermining the civil rights of the 
givers, nor yet be diverted to the fup- 
port of Handing armies', inconfiftent 
with their freedom and iubverfive of 
their quiet. To propofe therefore, 
as this refolution does, that the mo- 
nies given by the colonies fhall be 
fubjeft to the difpofal of Parliament 
alone, is to propofe that they fhall 
relinquish 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 13 ) 



fejin^uifti this right of enquiry, and 
put it in the power of others to ren- 
der their gifts ruinous, in proportion 
as they are libera!. 

That this privilege of giving- or of 
with-holding o.ur monies, is an im- 
porunt barrier againft the undue 
exertion of prerogative, which, if 
left altogether without controul, may 
jbe exercifed to our great oppreffion ; 
and all hiftory fhcws how e|ficaciqus 
is its intercefljon for redrefi of griev- 
ances and re-eftabliihment of rights, 
and hpw improvident it would be to 
part with fo powerful a mediator, 
* We are of opinion that the pro- 
pofition contained in this refolytion 
*s unreasonable and infidipus ; unrea- 
sonable, Jbecaiffe if we declare we 
accede to it, we declare without re- 
servation we will purchafc the favour 
of Parliament, not knowing a,t the 
fame time a; what- price they will 
pleafe to eftimate their favour ; it is 
infidious, becaufe individual colo- 
pies having bid and bidden again, 
till they fjiid the avidity of the feller 
too great for all their powers to fa* 
tisfy, are then to return into oppo- 
sition, divided from their filler colo- 
nies, whom the NJinifter will have 
previoufly detached by a grant of 
eaiier terms, or by an artful procraf- 
jination. of a definitive anfwer. 

That the iufpenffon of the exercife 
of their pretended power of taxation 
being exprefsly made commenfurate 
with the continuance of our gifts, 
thefe mull be perpetual to make that 
fo. Whereas no experience has (hewn* 
^Jiat a gift of perpetual revenues fe- 
cures a perpetual return or <Juty of 
kind difpofition* On the contrary, 
the Parliament itfelf, wfftly attentive 
to this observation, are in the efta- 
blifted pra&ice of granting their 
fupplies from year to year only. 

Defirous and determined as we are 
to confider in the moft difpaflionate 
view, every feeming advance to- 
wards a reconciliation made , by the 
Britijk Parliament, let our brethren 



of Briuin reflect what would bars 
been the Sacrifice to men of free fpi- 
rits, had' even fair terms been pro- 
fered, as thefe infidious proposals 
were with circumstances of infult 
and defiance. A proportion to give 
our money f accompanied with large' 
fleets and armies, feems addrefled 
to our fears rather than to our free- 
dom, With what patience would 
Britons have received articles of treat/ 
from any power on earth, when 
borne on the point of a bayonet by 
military plenipotentiaries ? 

We think the attempt unneceflary 
to raife upon us by force or b,y threats 
our proportional contributions to the 
common defence, when ail know, 
and them felves acknowledge, we4iave 
fully contributed whenever called up- 
on to do fo in the char after of free- 
men. 

We arc of opinion it is notjuft 
that the colonies mould be required 
to oblige themfelves to other contri- 
butions, while Qr tat -Br it pi* po£ 
{eftc$ a monopoly of their trade. 
This of itfelf lays them under heavy 
contribution. To demand therefore 
additional aids in the form of a tax, 
is to demand the dpuble of their 
equal proportion ; if wp are to con- 
tribute equally with the other parts 
of the empire,* let us equally with 
th$ra enjoy free commerce with the 
whole world. But while the, reihic- 
tions qn our trade (hut to us the re- 
four ces of wealth, is it juft we mould 
bear all other burthens equally with 
thofe to whom every refource is open ? 

We conceive that the Britijb Par- 
liament has no right to intermeddle 
with our provisions for the fupport 
pf 'civil government, or administra- 
tion of juftice. The provifions w$ 
have made are fuch as pleafe our- 
felves, and are agreeable to our own 
circumftances: they anfwer the fub- 
ftantial purpofes of government and 
of juilice, and other purpofes than 
thefe mould not be anfwered. We 
do not mean that pur people Hull be 

" bur- 
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twrthened with oppreffive taxed, to 
provide finecures for the idle or tie 
Wicked, under colour of providing 
for a civil lift. While Parliament 
purfue their plan of civil govern- 
imeiit within their own juFifdiftion, 
we alio hope to purfue ours without 
inoleftation. 

* We are of opinion, .the proportion 
Js altogether unfatisfactory, becaufe 
it imports only a fufpenfion of the 
mode, not a renunciation of the pre- 
tended right to tax us ; becaufe too 
it does not propofe to repeal the feve- 
r v al acts of Parliament paiTed for the 
purpofes of reftraining the trade, and 
altering the form of government of 
one of Our colonies ; extending the 
twundaries and changing the govern- , 
inent of Quebec ; enlarging the jurif- 
dietionofthe Court of Admiralty and 
Vice-admiralty; taking from us the 
rights of trial by a 'jury of the vici- 
nage, in cafes affecting both life and 
property ; tranfporting us into other 
countries to be tried for criminal 
offences ; exempting by mock-trial 
the msi'defers of colonifts from pu- 
nimment y and quartering foldiers 
on us in times of profound peace. 
Nor do they renounce the power of 
fufpending our own legiflatures, and- 
legiflating for us themfelves in all 
Cafes whatfoever. On the contrary, 
to fhew th^y mean nO difcontiriuance 
of injury, 'they pafs acts at the very 
time of holding out this propofition, 
tor retraining the commerce and 
fisheries of tke province^ of New- 
England, and for interdicting the 
irade of other colonies wi'tfi all fo^ 
feign nations/ arid with each other. 
^hk proves unequivocally they mean 
pot to relinquifh the exercife of indif- 
criminate legiflation over us* 

Upon the whole, this propofition 
fecms to have been held up to the 
world, to deceive it into a belief tl\at 
there was nothing in difpute between 
us but the mode of levying taxes ; 
and that the Parliament having now 
Nbeeri io good 'ft* to give*up- this-, 



the colonies are urireafon'able if not 
perfectly fatisfied : whereas, in truth, 
our adverfaries ftill claim a right of 
demanding ad libitum, and of taxing 
us themfelves to the full amount of 
their demand, if we do not comply 
with it. This leaves- us without any 
thing we can call property. But 
what is of more importance, and 
what in this propofal they keep out 
of fight, as if no fuch point was now 
in conteft between us, they claim a 
right to alter our charters and efta- 
blifhed laws, and leave us without 
any fecurity for our lives or liber- 
ties. The propofition feems alfo to 
have been calculated more particu- 
larly to lull into fatal fecurity our 
well-affected fellow fubjefts on the 
other fide the water, till time mould 
be given for the operation of thofc 
arms, which a B/itiJk Minifter pro- 
nounced would inftantaneoufly reduce 
the " cowardly" fons of America to 
unreferved fubmiflion. 1 * 

What mud always appear aftonifti- 
ing is, that the Britifh Miniftrycbulc} 
ever have fuppofed that the propor- 
tion could be fatisfactory, or rather 
that they could harbour a doubt, that 
it would be rejected with contempt ; 
yet left this mould not be the cafe, net 
opportunity was ever given to try 
the efficacy of it : for on the nineteenth 
of April, the fatal blow was ftruclc 
at Lexington, which fevered the . 
empire. The reafons are apparent. 
Their' force and our weaknefs gave 
them unbounded confidence. They 
fuppofed themfelves certain of victory. 
They fuppofed us equally certain ^f 
defeat. Palpable, therefore, as was 
the artifice of the conciliatory mo- 
tion,, it was not impoflible s Congrefs, 
at their meeting in May, might lay 
hold of it as a ground of treaty. If 
they -ibould, the good fenfe and the 
juftice of our fellow fubjects might 
have interp«fed to prevent our de- 
duction.' No time, therefore, was to 
"be loft in putting that to the ifl'ue 
of -arms-, whiuh would not bea/> the 

telt 



Digitized by 



Googk 



teft of argument. It was hopedthnt 
the juflice of our caufe would be 
hidden by our inability to fupport 
it ; and their ufurpations difgiufed 
and adorned by, the fplendors of fuc- 
cefs. Here then commences a new 
sera. 

The unprovoked hoftilities at 
Lexington gave fire, as might have 
been expected, to theinflameable dif- 
pofitions excited throughout Ame- 
rica. The call to arms was general, 
and the popular rage amounted al- 
rooft to frenzy. But the emotion fo 
fuddenly and forcibly excited, daily 

. became more moderate. The joys 
of victory by degrees filenced the 
mourning dirge. Wife and good 
men interefted themfelves to aftuage 
a tempeft, the bounds and effects of 
wliofe violence neither wifdom could 
ferefee nor virtue confine. The par- 

' tizans of Great-Britain (for ftrange 
as it may feem, fuch there were) 
mingled with their fellow citizens 
and induftrioufly gave a favourable 
turn to this atrocious aft. It was not 
perhaps impoflible even then to have 
flayed the deftroying fword. But as 
the neighbouring people had col- 
lected themfelves, to prevent a repe- 
tition of the like injuries, upon the 
arrival of the Generals Howe a'nd 
Burgoyne, it was determined not to. 
fuffer that fpirit to evaporate which 
was deemed neceflary for the pur- 
pofes of domination. At Bunker's* 
Hill a fecond and more bloody fa- 
crifice was made to the god of war. 
Left the intended acts of violence 
fluwld be attributed to accident, or 
to any other of the many caafes 
which might be, and which by the 
friends of our enemies actually were 
affigned, and in order to intimidate 
the Great Council of America into a 
mean and abject fubmiffion, a perfon 
was fent from the Miniftry to aflure 
them of the truth of the following 
paper : 

- " That it is earneftly hoped by all 
the real friends' of the Americans, 



c 15 r 



that the term* exprefled in the refo- 
lution of the 20th of February laft, 
will be accepted by all the colonies, 
who have the leaft affection for. their 
King and country, or a juft fenfe of 
their own intereft. 

" That thefe terms are honourable 
for Great-Britain, and fafe for the 
colonies. 

" That if the colonies are not 
blinded by faction, thefe terms will 
remove every grievance relative to 
taxation, and be the bafis of a com- 
pact between the colonies and the 
mother country. 

" That the people in America 
ought, on every confidcration, to be 
fatisfied with them. 

*' That no further relaxation caa 
be admitted. 

" The temper and fpirit of the 
nation are fo much againft con* 
ceflions, that if it were the intention 
of Adminiftration, they could not 
carry the queflion. 

*• But Adminiftration have no fuck 
intention, as they are fully and firmly 
perfuaded, that further conceflioni 
would be injurious to the colonies aa 
well as to Great. Britain. 

" That, there is not the leaft 
probability of a change of Admi- 
niflration, 

** That they are perfectly united 
in opinion, and determined to purfue 
the moft effectual meafures, and to 
ufe the whole force of the kingdom, 
if it be found neceiTary, to reduce 
the rebellious and refractory pro- 
vinces and colonies. 

*' There is fo great a fpirit in the 
nation againftthe Coogrefs, tfcatthe 
people will bear the temporary dif- 
trefles of a ftoppage of the American 
trade. 

" They may depend on this to be 
true." 

The conduct of the Congref9 at 
this time wore very much the ap- 
pearance of pufxllanimity ; for after 
the Lexington battle, while it was 
expected that the troops "from Eng* 

land 
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hthd would arrive "at Neve- York, the 
eity and county of New-York, ap- 
plied through their delegates for 
advice how to conduct themielves ;^— 
upon which it was 

** Refolved, That it be recom- 
mended, for the prefent, to the in- 
habitants of New-York, that if the' 
troops which are expected- fhould 
arrive, the faid colony aft on the 
de fen five, fo long as may be con- 
Ment with their fafety and fecurity : 
that the troops be permitted to re- 
j&aia in the barracks; fo long as they 
behave peaceably and quietly ; but 
that they ba not fufFered to erect 
fortifications, or take any fteps for 
cutting off the communication be- 
tween the town and country ; and 
that if they commit hoftilities, or 
Jlivade private property, the in- 
habitants Ihould defend thcmfelves 
and their property,* and repel force 
by force : that the warlike (lores be 
removed from the town a that places 
of rerreat, in cafes of neeeffity, be 
provided for the women and children 
•f New- York; and that a fufficient 
number of men be embodied, and 
kept in conftant reaJinefs for pro* 
tectfng the inhabitants from infult 
and injury." 

Hut it muft be remembered, that 
affairs were then in a very critical 
Situation. Hudfon's river, which 
Xath been confidered as the key of 
America, was in the power of the 
enemy, if they chofe to take it. The 
people of that colony were much 
divided in fentiment ; the Miniftry 
had many partisans among them, 
excited by the hope of honours and 
rewards; many from a fear of im- 
pending danger ; all were appre- 
henfive of the consequences of a war, 
which reafon and former experience 
lerved to fhew muft rage in the 
bowels of that country. On the 
whole, therefore, it was probable 
that the efforts of the enemy would 
be turned that way, and that violent 
ceunieU might produce a ferious 



defection; The conduct of the 1 ConJ 
grefs may then be confidered as wife 
and firm, for immediately after, 1 
they 

** Refolved unanimoufly, That 
his Majefty's moil faithful. fubjects in 
thefe colonies are reduced to a dan* 
gerous and critical fituation, by the 
attempts of the Britifh Miniftry to 
carry into execution, by force of arms, ; 
feveral unconftitutional and oppreffive 
acts of the Britiftr Parliament for lay- 
ing taxes in America ? to enforce the 
collection of thofe taxes, and for al- 
tering and changing the constitution 
and internal police of fbme of thefe 
colonies, in violation of the natural 
and civil rights of the colonics. 

** Hoftilities being actually com- 
menced in the MaiTachufetts-Bay, by 
the Britifh troops nnder the command 
of General Gage, and the lives of a 
number of the inhabitants of that 
colony deftroyed, the town of Bofton 
having not only been long occupied' 
as a garrifoned town in an enemy's 
country, but the inhabitants thereof 
treated with a feverity and cruelty 
not to be juftified even towards de- 
clared enemies ; large re-inforcements 
too being ordered and foon expected, 
for the declared purpofe of compel- 
ling thefe colonies to fubmit to the 
operation of the faid acts ; that there- 
fore, for the exprefs purpofe of fe- j 
curing and defending thefe colonies^ 
and preferving them in fafety againit 
all attempts to carry the faid acts into 
execution by force of arms, thefe 
colonies be immediately put into a 
ftate of defence. 

. ** But, as we moft ardently wifh 
for a reftoration of the harmony for- 
merly fubfifting between our mother- 
country and thefe colonies, tbe inter- 
ruption of which muft, at all events* 
be exceedingly injurious to both 
countries, that with a fincere defign 
of contributing by all the means in- 
cur power, not incompatible with^a 
juft regard for the undoubted rightf 
and uue imereib of thefe colonies* 

Mr 
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£f the promotion , of this moll de- 
sirable reconciliation, an humble and 
dutiful petition be prefented to nil 
Majefty. . f . • 

" Refolved, That meafures be 
entered into for opening a nego- 
tiation, in order to accommodate* 
the unhappy difputes fubfifting be- 
tween Great-Britain and thefe co- 
Ionies, and that this be made a part 
of the petition to theKing. 
t .*. " Refolved unanimouily, That 
tjie militia 6f New-York be armed 
and trained; and in conftant readinefs 
to act at a moment's warning; and 
that a number of men be immediately' 
embodied and kept in that city* and- 
fo difpofed of as to give protection to 
tie inhabitants, in cafe any infult 
iaotild be offered by the troops that 
inay land there, and to prevent any 
attempts that may be made to gain 
ppfieffibn of the city, and interrupt 
its intercburfe' with the country. 

" Refolved urianimoufly, That 
it be recommended to the provincial 
Convention at New^York, to per- 
, fevere the more vigoroufly in pre- 
paring for their defence, as it u very 
uncertain whether the earneft en- 
deavours of the Congrefs^ to accom* 
modate the unhappy differences be- 
tween Great-Britain and the colonies, 
by conciliatory meafures, will be 
fuccefsful." 

No country, perhaps, in the world 
was ever in a more delicate fitnation 
than America at this period. Id- 
formed and difcerning minds faw the 
moft miferable fervitude oa the one 
hand j and on the other, that they 
nuft'be ftripped of property, and 
fuffer an ignominious death, without 
fucn a coincidence of circumftances 
as nothing but Providence could ac- 
complish. They faw' one of the moft 
powerful nations upon earth, whofe 
fleets covered the ocean — whofe iiag 



without (hips, without arms, without 
cl oaths, without money, without 
officers ^ without difciplinc, without 
a fingle fortification, a very con fir 
derable faction, ready to join her 
enemies, expofed through an im- 
menfe frontier to. the irruptions of 
favage tribes, whofe lull of blood 
was daily ilimulated by all the arts 
which art unfeeling inhuman policy 
could dictate ; while a herd of flare* 
were urged by the^infidieus ofter of 
freedom, to plunge ai>aflauWs dag- 
ger in the bofom of domeftic fecutity* 
Jn this crifis, however, it was deters 
mined to ri(k% every thing, rather 
than tamely fubmit to the yoke } but*, 
at the fairte Mine^ it was neceflaryto 
avoid as much as poffible giving an: 
alarm to the people 1 by the morti- 
fying difplay of their comparative 
weaknefs. On the 6th of J ply, 1775, . 
the Congrefs publiflied the following 
Declaration : 

** If- it was poffible for men, who 
ejeercife their reafbni to believe, that , 
the Divine Author of pur exiftence 
intended a part of the human race to ; 
hold an abfolute property in, and 
an unbounded power over others* 
marked out by his infinite goodneG > 
and wifdom, as the objects of a legal 
domination never rightfully refuUble, 
however fevere and oppreffive, the 
inhabitants of thefe colonics might . 
at* leail require from the Parliament 
of Great-Britain fome evidence, that 
this dreadful authority over them. has 
been granted to that body. But a. 
reverence for our great Creator, . 
principles -of humanity, and the 
dictates of common fenfe, mull cpn*. 
vince all thofe wfco reflect upon the 
fubje&, that government was in/t^ 
tutid to promote the welfare of inan- 
kind, and ought to be aiminiftered 
for the, attainment of that end. The 
legislature > #f Greaf-Britain, how- 



had waved in triumph through the ever, Simulated by, an inordinate 

four quarters of the globe, ready to paffion for a power not only qui 

dart all her thunders againft them; juftUUMc, bat which they Ijnaw t# 

arthe fame time, America was be peculiarly reprobated by the very 
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conftitution of that kingdom, v and 
defperate of fuccefs in any mode of 
<xmteft, where regard fhould be had 
to truth, law, or right, have at 
length, deferring thole, attempted 
to effeft their cruel and impolitic 
purpofe of enflaving thefe colonies 
by violence, and have thereby ren- 
dered it neceflary for us to clofe with 
their laft appeal from reafon to arms. 
Yet, however blinded that aflembly 
may be, by their intemperate rage 
for unlimited domination, fo to flight 
juftice and the opinion of mankind, 
we efteem ourfelves bound by obliga- 
tions of Ttfpe& to the reft of the 
world, to make known the juftice of 
our caufe. 

"Our forefathers', inhabitants of 
the ifland of Great-Britain, left their 
native land to feek on thefe fhores a 
refidence for civil and religious free- 
dom. At the expence of their blood, 
a* the hazard of their fortunes, with- 
out the leaft charge to the country 
from which they removed, by un- 
ceafing labour and an unconquerable 
fpirit, they effe&ed fettlements in 
the diftant and inhofpitable wilds of 
America, then filled with numerous 
and warlike nations of barbarians. 
Societies or governments, veiled with 
perfect Iegiflatures, were formed un- 
der charters from the crown, ami an 
harmonious intercourfe was eftab- 
liftied between the colonies and the " 
kingdom from which they derived 
their origin. The mutual benefits 
of this union became in a fhort time 
fo extraordinary, as to excite afto- 
nifhment. It is universally con- 
feffed, that the amazing increafe of 
the wealth, ftrength, and navigation 
of the realm, arofe from this fource ; 
and the Minifter, who fo wifely and 
fuccefsfully directed the meafures of 
Great-Britain in the late war, pub- 
licly declared, that thefe colonies 
enabled her to triumph over her 
enemies. -Towards the conclufion 
of that war, itpleafed our Sovereign 
to make a change in his Councils, 



From that fatal moment, the affairs 
of the Britifh "empire began to fait 
into confufion, and gradually Aiding 
from the fummit of glorious prof- 
perity, to which they had been ad- 
vanced by the* virtues and abilities 
of one man, are at length diftra&ed 
by the convulfions, that now fhake it 
to its deepeft foundations. The new 
Miniftry finding the brave foes of 
Britain, though frequently defeated, 
yet ftill contending, cook up the un- 
fortunate idea of granting them a 
hafty peace, and of then fubduing- 
her faithful friends. 

** Thefe devoted colonies were 
judged to be in fuch a ftate, as to 
prelent victories without bloodfhed, 
and all the eafy emoluments of fta-- 
tuteable plunder. The uninterrupted 
tenor of their peaceable and refpetl- 
fnl behaviour from the beginning of 
colonization, their dutiful, zealous, 
and ufeful fervices during the war, 
though fo recently and amply ac- 
knowledged in the moft honourable 
manner by his Majefty, by the laze 
King, and by Parliament, could not 
fave them from the meditated inno- 
vations. Parliament was influenced 
to adopt the pernicious project, and 
affuming a new power over them,- 
have in the cour/e of eleven years 
given fuch decifive fpecimens of the 
fpixit and confequences attending- 
tlvis power, as to leave no doubt 
concerning the effects of acquiescence 
urider it. They have undertaken to 
give and grant our money without 
our confent, though we have ever 
exercifed an exclufive right to difpofe 
of our own property ; ftatutes have 
been pafled for extending thejnrif- 
di&ion of ' Courts of Admiralty and 
Vice-admiralty beyond their ancient 
limits ; for depriving us of the ac- 
cuftomed and ineftimable privilege of 
trial by jury in cafes aftefting both 
life and property; for fufpending 
the legislature of one of the colonies ; 
for interdicting all commerce to the 
capital of another; and for. altering 
1 fundamentally 
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fundamentally the form of govern- 
ment e#abliihed by charter, and fe. 
cured by acts of its own legislature,' 
t folemnly confirmed by the crown ; 
for exempting the ".murderers" of 
coloniits from Jegal trial, and, in 
effect, frorapuniftiment; for erecting 
in a neighbouring, province, acquired 
by the joint arms of Great-Britain 
and America, a defpotifm dangerous 
to our very exijtence ; and for quar- 
tering foldiers upon the colonics in 
in time of profound peace. It has 
alfo been nefolvcd in Parliament, 
that colonics charged with com- 
mitting certain offences, mall be 
tranfported to England to be tried. . 

'* But why,.fhould we enumerate 
our injuries in detail? By one ftatute 
it is declared, that Parliament can 
" of right, make laws to bind us in 
fill cafes yuhatfoewr" What is to 
defend us againfl fo enormous, fo 
unlimitted a power? Not a Angle 
man o/thofewho ailiime it, is chofen 
by us ; or is fubjeft to oar controul 
or influence ; but, on the contrary, 
they are all of them exempt from the 
oneration of fuch laws, and an Ame- 
rican revenue, if not diverted from 
the oftehfible purpofes for which it is 
raifed, would actually lighten their 
own burdens in proportion as, they 
increafe ours. We faw the miCtry to 
which fuch defpotifm would- reduce 
us. We for ten years incefTantly and . 
ineffectually befieged the throne as 
{"applicants ; we reafoned, we remon r 
drated with Parliament in the mo$ 
mild and decent language, 

" AdminiHration, fenfible that 
we fcould regard thefe opprefCve 
meafures as freemen ought to do, 
fent over fleets and armies to enforce 
them. The indignation of the Ame- 
ricans was ronfed, it is true ; but it 
was the indignation of a virtuous, 
loyal, and afte&ionate people. ACon- 
grefs of Delegates from the ^United 
Colonies was affembled at Philadel- 
phia, on tjie fifth day of laft Sep- 
tft»ber» W$ refolved again » efter 



an humble and dutiful petition to 
the King, and alfo add re fled oar 
fellow * fubjefts of Great -Britain. 
We have purfued every temperate, 
every refpeftful meafure ; we have . 
even proceeded to break off our com- 
mercial inxercourfe with our fellow- 
fubjects, as the laft peaceable admo- 
nition, that our attachment to no 
nation upon earth mould fupplant 
our attachment to liberty. This, 
we flattered ourfelves, was the ulti- 
mate ftepof thecontroverfy : butfub- 
fequent events have fhewn, how vain 
was this hope of finding moderation 
in our enemies. 

" Several threatening expreflions 
againfl the colonies were inferted in 
his Majefty's fpeech ; our petition, 
though we were told it was a decent 
one, and that his Majelry had been 
pleafed to receive, it gracioufly, and. 
to promife laying 1$ before his Par- 
liament, was huddled into both houfes 
among a bundle of American papers, 
and there negfe&ed. The Lords 
and Commons in their addrefs, in 
the month of February, faid, that 
" a rebellion at that time actually 
exifted within the province of Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay ; and that . thofe con- 
cerned in it had been countenanced 
and encouraged by unlawful com- 
binations and engagements, entered 
into by his Majeity's fubjecls in fe- 
veral of the other colonies ; and 
therefore they befougbt his Majefty, 
that he would take the moft effectual 
meafures to enforce due obedience to 
the laws and authority of the fupreme 
legiflature," Soon after the cem- 
mercial intercourfe of whole colonies, 
with foreign coun tries, and with 
each other, was cut off by an aft of 
Parliament; by another, feveral of 
them were entirely prohibited from 
the fisheries in the feas near their 
coafts, on which they always depend- 
ed for their fuftenancej and large 
reinforcements of mips and troops 
were immediately fent oyer to Gene* 
ral Gage. 
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** Fruitlefs were all the entreaties, 
afguments, and eloquence of an 
illuftrious hand of the moji dilUn- 
guifhed Peers and Commoner*, who 
nobly and ftrenuoufly aflerteci the 
juftice of our caufe, to ftay, or even 
to mitigate the heedlefs fury with 
which thefe, accumulated and unex- 
ampled outrages were hurried on. 
Equally fruitlefs was the interference 
of the city of Lonfjon, ofBriflol, and 
many other refpeftable towns, in our 
favour. Parliament adopted an in- 
fidious manoeuvre, calculated to di- : 
v*de us, to eftablifti a perpetual auc- 
tion of taxations where colony mould 
bid againft colony, all of them un- 
informed what fanfom ihould redeem 
their lives; and thus to extort from * 
us, at the point of the bayonet, the 
unknown fums that mould be Suffi- 
cient to gratify, if poflible to gratify, 
ntinifterial rapacity, with the mifer- 
able indulgence left tp us of raifing, 
in our own mode, the prefcribed 
tribute. What terms more rigid 
and humiliating could have been 
dictated by remorfelefs victors to con- - 
quered enemies? In Our circum- 
stances to accept them, would be to * 
deferve them. 

" Soon after the intelligence of 
thefe proceedings arrived on this c n- 
tinent, General Gage, who in the 
courfe of the laft year had taken poflef^ 
fion of the town of Bofton, in the 
province of Maflachufetts-Bay, and 
itill occupied it -as a garrifon, on the 
19th day of April, fent out from that 
pkee a large detachment of his army, 
who made an unprovoked aflault on 
the inhabitants of the faid province., 
at the town of Lexington, as appears 
by the affidavits of a great number of 
perfohs, fome of whom were officers 
and ibldiers of that detachment, mur-~ 
dered eight of the inhabitants, arid 
wounded many others. From thence 
the troops proceeded in warlike array 
to the town of Concord, where they 
fet upon another party of the inha- 
bitants of the fame province, killing 



feveral and wounding more, qntl| 
compelled to retreat by the country, 
people fuddenly aflembled to repel 
this cruel aggreffion. Hoftilities, thus 
commenced by the British troops,' 
have been fince profecuted by theni , 
without regard to feith or reputation. 
The inhabitants of Bofton being con- 
fined within that town by the General, 
their Governor, and haying^ in ordef 
to procure their difmiffion, entered 
into a treaty with him, it was ftipa- 
lated, that the faid inhabitants hav- 
ing depofited their arms with their 
own magiilrates, fliould have liberty 
to depart, taking with them their 
other eJfecb. They accordingly de* 
livered up their arms, but in open 
violation of honour, in defiance of 
the obligation of treaties, wliich even 
favage nations efteemed facred, the 
Governor ordered the arms depofited. * 
as aforefaidj that they might be pre- • 
ferved fox their owners, to be feized 
by a body of foldiers ; detained the ' 
greateft part of the inhabitants in the; 
town, and compelled the few who : 
were permitted to retire, to leave, 
their moll valuable effects behind. ' 

** By this perfidy, wives are fepa^ 
rated from their hufbands, childreri 
from their parents, the aged and the 
Tick from their relations and friend s f 
who wifh to attend and comfort 
them ; and thofe who have been ufed 
torlive in plenty and even elegance^ 
are reduced to deplorable diftfefs 

V The General, further emulating 
his mini Aerial matters, by a procla^ 
mation bearing date on the 1 2th day 

• of June, after venting the groffeft 
falfehoooV and calumnies againft the 
good people pf thefe colonies, pro- ' 
ceeds to •'* declare them all, either 
by name or defcription, to be rebels 
and traitors, to fuperfede the courfe 
of the common " law, and inftead 
thereof to publifh and order the ufe 
and exereife of 'the law martial. * 
His troops have butchered our coun- 

* trymen, have wantortly burnt Charles- 
town, befides a" configurable number 

1 ■ ' • • of 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( « 3 



ofhoufes.in other places; our (hips 
and vefftels are feized $ the necefTary 
fapplies of provifions are intercepted, 
and heis exerting his utmoft power 
to fpread deftruction and devaluation 
around him. 

** We have received certain in r 
telligence, that General Carle ton, the 
(Governor of Canada, is infligating 
the people of that proyince, and the 
Indians, to fall upon us ; and we 
have but too much reafon to appre- 
hend, that fchemes have been formed 
to excite domeftic enemies again ft 
us; In brief, a part of thefe colo- 
nies now feel, and all of them are 
fure of feeling, as far as the ven- 
geance of Adminiftration caji inflict 
them, the complicated calamities of 
fire, fword, arid famine. We are 
reduced to the alternative of chufing 
an unconditional fubniiffion to the 
tyranny of irritated Mihifters, or re- 
iiftance by Force. The latter is our 
choice* We have counted the coft 
of this conteft; and find nothing fo 
dreadful as voluntary flavery. Ho- 
nour, juftice, and humaniny, forbid 
us tamely to furrender that freedom 
which we received from our gallant 
juiceftors, and which our innocent 
pofterity have a right, to receive from 
us. We cannot endure the infamy 
and guilt of refigning fucceeding 
generations to that wretehednefs which 
inevitably awaits them, ifwebafely 
entail hereditary bondage upon 
them, 

t€ Our canfe is juft. Our union 
is perfect. Our internal refources 
are great, and, if necefTary, foreign 
affifbnee is undoubtedly attainable/ 
tye gratefully acknowledge, as fignal 
xnftances of the Divine favour to- 
wards us, that his Providence would 
not permit us to be called into this 
fevere controverfy, until we were 
grown up to our prefent flrength, 
had been previoufly exercifed in war- 
like operation, and poflefled of the 
means of defending ourfelves. With 
hearts fortified with thefe animating 



reflections, we moft folemnly, before 
God and the world, declare, that, 
exerting the utmoft energy of thote 
powers, which our beneficent Creator 
hath gracioufly beftowed upon us* 
the arms we hive been compelled by 
pur enemies to aiTume, we will, in 
defiance of every hazard, with ana* 
bating firmnefs and perfeverance, em*, 
ploy for the prefervation of our liber- 
ties ; being with one mind refolved 
to die freemen rather than to live 
flaves. 

** Left this declaration flioultf dif- 
quiet the minds of our friends and, 
fellow fubjects in any part of the 
empire, we aflure them that we mean 
not to diflblve that union which haa 
fo long and fo happily fubfifted be-, 
tween us, and which we ftneerely 
wifli to fee reftored. Neceflity has not 
yet driven us into that defperate mea- 
sure, or induced us to excite any other 
nation to war againft them. We 
have not raifed armies with ambitious 
defigns of feparating from Great- 
Britain, and eftablifbing independent 
ftates. We fight not for glory or for, 
conquefh Wc exhibit to mankind 
the remarkable fpectacle of a people 
attacked by unprovoked enemies, 
without any imputation or even fuf- 
picion of offence. Ybty boaft of 
their privileges and civilization, and 
yet profer no milder conditions than 
fervHude or death. 

" In our own native land, in de- 
fence of the freedom that is our birth- 
right, and which We ever enjoyed 
till the late violation of it — for the 
protection of our property, acquired 
folely by the honeft induftry of our 
fore-fathers and ourfelves, againft ; 
violence actually offered, we have 
taken up arms. We mall la/ them 
down when hoftilities lhall ceafe om 
the part of the aggrefTors, and all 
danger of their being renewed fhall 
be removed, and not before. 

" With an humble confidence in 
the mercies of the fupreme and im- 
partial Judge and Ruler of the uni- 
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«rerfc, we moft: devoutly implore his 
Divfne'goodnefs to protect us happily 
through this great conflict, to difpofe 
our adverfaries to reconciliation on 
reafonable terms, and thereby to re- 
lieve the empire from the calamities 
of civil war." * 

Where the affettions of mankind 
are deeply interefted, they are not 
cafily prevailed on to relinquish the 
object. * Reafon in vain oppofes her 
feeble barrier . to the torrent of paf- 
fion. Nature will be heard : fhe 
fpeaks to the heart in the tendereft, 
mofl perfuafive language, and me 
cannert'fpeak in vain. Though.it was 
evident 'as the fun, that the 
and Parliament of Great-Britain had 
determined never to fheathe the fword, 
but upon tije unconditional fubmif- 
ficm of America to the moft humili- 
ating bondage j yet, in a delirium of 
their fermer attachment, the Con - 
grefs prepared another petition to the 
King, and another addrefs to the peo- 
ple of England, Strange as it may 
feem, it is nevertheless true, that 
notwithftandjng all our interefts were 
clearly oppofed to the rneafure, Hill 
a connection with the people, and 
fubjeetion to the Sovereign of Great- 
Britain, were confidered as the moft 
defireable of hbman events : for it 
may be affirmed, that next to the 
love of liberty, loyalty to his prince, 
and love of his fellow fubjects, were 
the ruling paflions of an American's 
bpfom. The prophetic language con- 
tained in this petition and addrefs is 
remarkable ; and altho* it was treated 
by our enemies with the fame con- 
tempt as our folemn profeflions not 
to fubmit to their tyranny, yet now 
that, the heat of the chace being 
abated, a cool moment of reflection 
prefies itfclf upon them, it is pro- 
bable they will, when too late, give 
to both their fhare of credit. 
' * On the 8th of July, 1775, the pe- 
tition was agreed on in the following 
words : 



€c Mcfl gracious Sovereign, 

" We your Majefty's fubjecls of the 
colonies of Ncw-Hampfhire, Nfaflaf 
chufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, and Pro- 
vidence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New- York, New-Jerfey," Pennfylva- 
nia, the counties of Newcaftle, Kent 
and Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia,North-CaroHna, and South*-. 
Carolina # 'in behalf of ourfelves and 
the inhabitants of thefe colonies, who 
have deputed us to reprefent them ir* 
General Congxefs, entreat your Ma- 
jeity's gracious attention to this our/ 
humble petition. 

* s The union between our mother 
country and thefe colonies, and the 
energy of mild and juft government, 
produced benefits fo remarkably im- 
portant, and afforded fuch an aiTur- 
ance of their permanency andincreafe, 
that the \yonder and envy o£ other, 
nations were excited, while they be- 
held Great-Britain rjfmg to a powejv 
the moft extraordinary the world had 
ever known. 

" Her rivals, obferying that there 
was no probability of this happy con- . 
neftion being broken by civil diffen- 
fions, and apprehending its future 
effects, if left any longer imdifturbed, 
refohed to prevent her receiving fiich> 
continual and formidable acceffcoru 
of wealth and flrcngth, by checking 
the growth of thofe fettlements from 
which they were to be derived. 

" In the profecution of this at- 
tempt, events fo unfavourable to the 
defign took place, that every friend 
tojhe intereft of Great-Britain and 
thefe colonies, entertained pleafing...' 
and reafonable expectations' of feeing 
an additional force aRd exertion im- 
mediately given to the operations of 
the union hitherto experienced, by , 
an enlargement of the dominions of 
the crown, and the removal of an- 
cient and warlike enemies toagreatex 
diftance. 

" At the conclufion therefore of 
the late war, the moft glorious and 
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advantageous that ever had been car- 
tied oq by Britifh arms, your loyal 
colonics having contributed to its 
fuccefs, by fuch repeated and ftrenu- 
©us exertions, as frequently procured 
them the diftinguifhed approbation 
of- your Majefty, of the' late King, 
and of Parliament, doubted not but 
tl\at they ftiould be permitted, with 
the, reft of the empire, to fhare in the 
fele flings of peace, and the emolu- 
ments of victory and conqueft. 
- * e While thefe recent and honour- 
able acknowledgements of their 
merits remained on record in the 
journals and afts of that auguft le- 
giflature, the Parliament, undefaced 
by the imputation, or even the fufpi- 
cion of any offence, they were alarm- 
ed by a new fyftem of ftatutes and 
regulations adopted for the admi- 
nillration of the colonies, that filled 
their minds with the moll, painful 
fears and jealoufies ; and, to their 
iriexprefiible aftonifhment, perceived 
the danger of a foreign quarrel 
quickly fucceededby domeftic danger, 
irf their judgment of a more dreadful 
kmd. 

" Nor were thefe anxieties allevi- 
ated by any tendency in this fyftem 
to promote the welfare of their mo- 
ther country. For though its effects 
were more immediately felt by them, 
yet its influence appeared to be in- 
jurious to the commerce and prof- 
perity of Great-Britain. 

" We fhall decline the ungrateful 
taikof defcribing the irkfome variety 
of artifices, practifed by many of your 
Majefty's Minifters, the delufive pre- 
tesces, fruitlefs terrors, and unavail r 
ing feverities that have from time to 
time been dealt out by them, in their 
attempts to execute this impolitic 
plan, or of tracing through a feries of 
years paft, the progrefs of the un- 
happy differences between Great- 
Britain and thefe colonies, that have 
lowed from this fatal fource. * 

** Tour Majefty's Miniflers, per. 
fevering in their meafbres, and pro- 



ceeding to open horfUItles f«r ,en^ 
forcing them, have compelled us to 
Arm in our own defence, and have 
engaged us in a controverfy fo pecu- 
liarly abhorrent to the affections o^ 
your ftill faithful colonifls, that whea 
we confider whom wemuft oppofe ia 
this conteft, and, if it continued, what 
may be the confeqtrences, our owa 
particular misfortunes are accounted. 
by us only as parts of our dif- 
treft. m ' m 

" Knowing to what violent re- 
fentments, and incurable animofiuei, 
civil difcords are apt to exal"perate£ 
and inflame the contending parties, 
we think ourfelves required byindif— 
penfible obligations to Almighty. 
God, to your Majefty, to our fellow^ 
fubjects, and to ourfelves, ImaieiU 
ately to ufe all the means in our 
power, not incompatible with our. 
fafety, for flopping the further effu- 
iicn of blood, and for averting the 
impending calamities that threatea 
the Britifh empire. 

*« Thus called upon to addrefV 
your Majefty pn affairs, of £uch mo- 
ment to America, and probably to. 
all your dominions, we are earneltty 
defirous of performing this office, 
with the utmoft deference for your , 
Majefty ; and we therefore pray, that 
your Majefty's royal magnanimity 
and benevolence may make the molt 
favourable conftructions of our ex- 
preffions on fo uncommon an occa- 
sion. Could we reprefent in their 
full force, the fentiments that agitate 
the minds of us your dutiful fub- 
jects, we are perfuaded your Majefty 
would afcribe any feeming deviation 
from reverence in our language, and 
even in our conduct, not to any re- 
prehenfible intention, but to the 
impoflibility of reconciling the ufual 
appearances of refpect with a julfc 
attention to our own prefervatioa 
againft thofe artful and cruel enemies, 
who abufe your royal confidence ao4 
authority, for the purjwfe of effecting . 
our deftrwetion. 

" Attached 
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'* Attached toyour Majefty's per- 
fon, family, and government, with 
all devotion that principle and aJFec. 
tion can infpire, connected with 
Great-Britain by the ftrongeft ties 
that can unite focieties^ and deploring 
*very event that tends in any degree 
to weaken thein» we folemnly aflure 
your Majefty, that we not only moft 
Ardently defire the former harmony 
Between her' and thefe colonies may 
be reftcr-ed ; but that a concord may 
Be eftabjifhed between them, upon 
fo firm a bafis as to perpetuate its 
blefiings, uninterupted by any future 
diflenfions to fucceeding generations 
in both countries, and to tranfmir 
your Majefty's name to pofterity, 
adorned with that fignal and lafting 
glory i that has attended the memory 
of tho'fe illuftrious perfonages, whofe 
virtues and abilities have extricated 
flates from dangerous cenvuliiens, 
and, by fecuring happihefs to others, 
have erected the moil noble and 
durable monuments to their own 
fame. 

" We beg leave farther to aflure 
your Majefty, that notwithftanding 
the fufFerings of your loyal colonifts,, 
charing the courfe of this prefent con 



influence may be gracioufly interposed 
to procure us relief from our aftiding 
fears and jealoufies, occafioned by 
the fyftem before mentioned; and to 
fettle peace through- every part of 
your dominions; wjth all ; humility 
fubmitting to your Majefly's wife 
confideration, whether it may pot be 
Expedient for facilitating thpfe im- 
portant purpofes, that your'Majefty be' 
pleafed to direct fome mode, by which 
the united applications of your faith- 
ful colonifts to the throne, in pur- 
fuance of their common councils*" 
may be improved into a happy and 
permanent reconciliation j and thar; 
in the mean time, meafures may be 
taken for preventing the further de- 
ftruclion of the Jives of your Ma- 
jefly's fubjecls ; and that fuch ftatutet 
as more immediately diftrefs any pf 
your Majefty's colonies may be re- 
pealed. ,. 
" For by fuch arrangements as. 
your Majefty's wifdont can form for 
collecting the united fenfe of your 
American people, we are convinced; 
your Majefty would receive fuch fa-t . 
tisfa&ory proofs of the difpofittdn of 
the colenifts towards their Sovereign 
and parent ftate, that the wifhed-for 



troverfy, our breads retain too tender- opportunity, would foon be reftored 
a' regard for the kingdom from which to them, of evincing the fincerity of 



we derive our origin, to requeft fuch 
a' reconciliation as inight in any man- 
ner be inconliflent with her.dignity or 
Jier welfare. Thefe, related as we are 
to her, honour and duty as well as 
inclination, induce us to fupport and 
advance; and the apprehenfions that 
now opprefs our hearts with unfpeak- 
able grief, being once removed, your 
Majefiy will find your faithful fub- 
jetts on this continegt ready and wil- 
ling at all times, as they have ever 
been, with their lives and fortunes, 
to" aflert and maintain the rights and 
interefts of your Majefty, and of our 
inbther country. 

"" We therefore befeech your Ma- 
jefty, that your royal authority and 



their profeffions, by every teftimony 
of devotion becoming the moft dutiful 
fubjecls and the moft aflfecUonate co- 
lonifts. 

*< That your Majefty may enjoys 
long and profperous reign, and that 
your dependents may govern your 
dominions with honour to themfelvca 
and happinefs to their fubje&s, is our 
fincere prayer." 

The addrefs to the people of Great- 
Britain was agreed to the fame day, 
as follows : 

4i Friends, Countryman, mnd 
Brethren, 

" By thefe, and by every other 
appellation that may defignate the 
ties, which bind us to each, other, we 

entreat 
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entreat your ferious attentibn to this 
^urfccond attempt to prevent their 
diflblution. Remembrance of former 
friendfhips, pride in the glorious at- 
chievements of our common ancef- 
tors, and affectidns for the keifs of 
their virtues, have hitherto preferved 
our mutiial connection ; but when 
that friendfnip is violated by the 
groffeft injuries: when the pride of 
anceftry becomes our reproach* arid 
we are no otherwife allied than as 
tyrants and flaves ; when reduced to 
the melancholy alternative of re- 
nouncing your favour or our freedom; 
fan we hefitate about the choice ? Let 
thefpirit of Britons determine, 

49 fn a former addrefs we afferted 
Our rights, and dated the injuries we 
had then received. We hoped, that 
the mention of our wrongs would 
Ilave routed that honeft indignation 
which has flept too long for your 
honour, or the welfare of the empire. 
But we have not been permitted to 
entertain this pleafing expectation. 
Every day brought an accumulation 
of injuries, and the invention of the 
Miniftry has been conftantly exer- 
cifed, in adding to the calamities of 
your American brethren, 

" After the moft valuable right 
oF legiflation was infringed ; when 
tne powers aflumed by ydur Parlia- 
ment, in which we are not reprefent- 
rd, and from our local and other cir- 
cumftances cannot properly -be repre- 
sented, rendered our property preca- 
rious } after being denied that mode 
of trial, to which we have long been 
indebted for the fafety ofottr perfons, 
and the prefervation of our liberties ; 
after being in many instances diverted 
of thofe laws, which were tranfmitted 
to us by our common ancestors, and 
fubjected to an arbitrary code, com- 
piled under the aufpices of Roman 
tyrants; after thofe charters, which 
encouraged our predeceflbrs to brave 
death and danger in every fhape, 
on unknown feas, in deferts unex- 
plored, amidft barbarous and in* 
Vqi.VIIL 
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hofpi table nations, were annulled t 
when, without the form of trial, with* 
out a public accufation, whole colo- 
nies were condemned, their trade de- 
flroyed, their inhabitants impoverifti- 
«d ; when foldiers were encouraged 
to embrue their hands in the blood of 
Americans, by oners of, impunity; 
when new modes of trial were infti- 
tuted for the ruin of the accufed, 
where the charge carried with it the 
horrors of conviction 3 when a defpo* 
tic government was eflablimed in s 
neighbouring province, and its limits 
extended to every of our frontiers * 
we little imagined that any thing 
could be added to this black catalogue 
of unprovoked injuries : but We £ave 
unhappily been deceived, and the late 
meafures of the firltim Miniftry fully 
convince us, that their object is the 
reduction of thefe colonies to flivery 
and ruin. 

*« To confirm tnis aflertibn, let us 
recall your attention to the affairs of 
America, fmce odr laft addrefs. Let 
us combat the calumnies of our ene- 
mies; and let us warn you of the 
dangers that threaten you in our de- 
ftruction. Many of your fellow- 
fubjects, whofe fituation deprived 
them of other fupport, drew their 
maintenance from the fea; but the 
deprivation of our liberty being in- 
efficient to fatisfy the refentmenf of 
our enemies, the horrors of famine 
were fuperadded, and a Britijh Par* 
liament* who, in better times, were; 
the protectors of innocence and the 
patrons of humanity, have, without 
diftinction of age or fex, robbed 
thoufands of the food which they 
were accuftomed to draw from that 
inexhayftible fource, placed in their 
neighbourhood by the benevolent 
Creator. 

f< Another acY of your leglflature 
fhuts our ports, and prohibits our 
trade with any, but thofe ilates from 
whom the great law of felf-preferva- 
tion renders it absolutely neceffary wc 
fbould at prefwu withhold our com- 
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ifcerce.' But this z& (whatever may 
Uave been its deflgn) we confider 
rather as injurious to your opulence 
than our jntereft. All our com- 
merce terminates with you ; and the 
wealth we procure from other nations, 
is Toon exchanged for your fuperflui- 
ties. Our remittances muft then 
ceafe with our trade ; and our refine- 
Aients with our affluence. We truft, 
.however, that Jaws which deprive us 
of every bleffing 1 but a foil that teems 
with the neceflaries of life, and that 
liberty which renders the enjoyment 
<3f them fecure, will not relax our 
vigour in their defence. 

■• We might here obferve on the 
cruAy and inconfiftency of thofe, 
who, while they pubjicly brand us 
"with reproachful and unworthy epi- 
thets, endeavour to deprive us of the 
means of dfcfenoe, by their interpo- 
fition with foreign powers, and to 
eeliver us to the lawlefs ravages of a 
mercilefs foldiery. But,, happily, we' 
are not without refourcesj and though 
the timid and humiliating applica- 
tions of a Britifh Miniftry fhould pre* 
rail with foreign nations, yet indus- 
try, prompt*! by neceffity, will not 
leave us without the necetfary fupplies. 

'* We could wifh to go no further, 
ahd > not to wound the ear of huma- 
nity, leave untold thofe rigorous a&s 
of oppreflion, which are daily exer- 
cifed in the town of Boiton, did we 
not hope, that by difclaiming their 
deeds and punifhing the perpetrators, 
you would fhortly vindicate the ho* 
nour of the Britifh name, andre-efta- 
bliflv the violated laws of juftice. 

" That once populous, flourifhing, 
and commercial town is now garri- 
soned by an army fent not* to protect,' 
but "to enflave. its inhabitants. The 
civil government is overturned, and" 
a military defpotifm erected upon its 
ruins. Without law, without right, 
powers are aflumed unknown to the 
constitution. Private property is un- 
juftly invaded. The inhabitants, 
daily fubjecled to the licentipufnefs " 
of tie foldiery, are forbid to remove, 



in defence of their naturaf rignts, iti 
violation of the moftfolemn compacts* 
Or if r after long Urid wedrifome fo- 
licitatio*, a pafs is procured, their 
effects are detained, and even thofe 
who art'mdft favoured, haVe Yio alter- 
native but poverty or flavery. The 
diftrefs of marry thouknd people, 
wantonly deprived of the neceflariesi 
e>f life, is a fubjecz, oh which wer - 
wouldnot with to enlarge. 

€c Y^t we cannot but obferve, that 
a Britijh fleet (unjuftined even by, 
acts of your legiflature) are daily 1 
employed in ruining our commerce* 
feizin'g our mips, and depriving 
whole communities of their daily' 
bread. Nor will a regard for you* 
honour permit us to be filent, while 
Britijh troops J fully your glory* \>y 
anions, which the moit inveterate 
enmity will not palliate among civi»" 
lized nations, the wanton and unne- 
cessary destruction of* Charles-town, 
a large, ancient, and once populous 
town, juft befcrie deferted by its in- 
habitants, who had fled to avoid the 
fury of your foldiery. 

** If you Ml retain thofe fenti- 
ments of companion, bv which Brr- 
tons have ever been difunguimed ; if* 
the humanity, which tempered the 
valour of our common anceflors^ haa* 
not degenerated into cruelty, ^ou 
willjament the miseries of their de- 
pendents. 

" " To what are we to attribute , 
this treatment? If to any fecret prin- 
ciple of the conftitution, let it. be" 
mentioned; let us learn, that the' 
government we have long revered, 
is not without its defects, and that 
while it gives freedom to a part, .it 
necefTarily enflaves the remainder of* 
the empire. If fuch a principle ex-' 
ifts, "why for ages has it ceafedto 
operate ? Why at this time is it called 
into action? Can no reafon be align- 
ed for this condutt ? Or muft it be J 
refolved into the wanton exercife of* 
arbitrary power ? And lhall the de- *. 
fcendents of Britons tamek fubmi t * 
ta this? No, Sirs I we*' hem" will, 
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privileges, for which they fought, 
pled and conquered. Admit that 
your fleets could deftroy our townsj 
and ravage our fea-coafti; thefe are 
incpnfiderable objects ; things of no 
moment to men, whofe bofoms glow 
■with the ardor of .liberty. We can 
retire beyond ,the reach of your navy, 
and, without any fenfible diminution 
of the neceflaries of life, enjoy a lux- 
ury, which from .that period you wili 
want; (he luxury of fceing free. 

" We know the force of your arms, 
and was it called forth £n -the caufe 
of juilice and your country, we 
might dread the exertion ; but will 
Britons .figljt under the banners of 
tyranny? Will they counteract the 
labours, and difgrace the victories of 
their angelica's ? Will they forge 
chains for their polterky ? If they 
defcend to this unworthy taflc, will 
the^r fwords retain their edge, their 
arms their accuftomed vigour ! Bri- 
tons can never become the instru- 
ments of oppreffiou, till they lofe 
-the fpirit of freedom, by wfeich alone 
they, arc invincible. • 

*' Our enemies charge us with fe- 
dition. In. what does it confifl ? In 
our refufal to fabmitto unwarrantable 
ads ofinj uftice and cruelty ? If fo, ftiew 
a* a period in your hiftory, in which 
you have not been equally feditious. 
" We are accufed of aiming at 
independence ; but how is this accu- 
fation fupported? By the allegations 
of your Minifters, not by oar aclipns. 
Abufed, infulted, and contemned, 
*hat Heps have we purfued to obtain 
redrefif W c have carried our dutiful 
petitions to the throne. We have 
applied to your juftice for relief. We 
have retrenched our luxury, and with- 
JwH our trade. 

. (i The advantages of our com- 
merce were designed as a compenfa- 
tion for your protection ; when you 
ceafed to protect for what were we 
fccpmpenfajcj? 



our petitions are treated with indig- 
nity ; our prayers anfwered by in- 
fults. Our application to you re- 
mains unnoticed, and leaves us the 
melancholy apprehenfion of your 
wanting either -the will, or the power # 
to affile, us,. 

*' Even under thefe circumfUnces, 
what meafures have we taken that 
betray a defire of independence? 
Have we called in the aid of thofe 
foreign powers, who are the rivals 
of your grandeur ? When vour troops 
were few and defenceless, did we 
take advantage of their diftrefs and 
expel them our towns ? Or have we 
permitted them to fortify, to receive 
new aid, and to acquire additional 
ftrength? 

" Let not jour enemies and ours 
perfuade you, that in this we were 
influenced by fear or any other un- 
worthy motive. The lives of Briton? 
are (till dear to us. They are the 
children of oar parents, and an un- 
interrupted intercourfe of mutual 
^benefits had knit the bonds of friend- 
fhip. When >oiUities were com- 
menced, when on a late occafion w« 
Were wantonly attacked by your 
troops, though we * repelled their 
aflaults and returned tfceir blows, yet 
we lamented the wounds they obliged 
us to, give > nor fcave we yet learned 
to rejoice at a fxQxay over Euglifa 
men, 

"Ai we.wift not to crfonr,our 
actions, or difguifc our thoughts, we 
fhall, in the fimplelaaguageof truth- 
avow the meafures. we iiave purfue<£ 
the motives upon which we have 
afled, and our future defigns, 

" When our late petition to the 
throoe produced no other effect than 
frefh injuries, and votes of your legi- 
.flature calculated to juftify every fe- 
verity; when your fleets -and your 
armies were prepared to wreft from 
us our property, to rob us of our li- 
ft z brrties 
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berties or our lives ; when the hoftile 
attempts of General page evinced 
lus defigns, we levied armies for our 
fecurity and defence. When the 
powers vefted in the Governor of Ca- 
»ada, gave us reafon to apprehend 
danger from that quarter, and we 
had frequent intimations, that a cruel 
and favage enemy was to be let loofe 
upon the defencelefs inhabitants of 
pur frontiers, we took fuch meafures 
as prudence dictated, as neceffity will 
juftify. We poflefTed ourfelves of 
Crown-Point and Ticon4eroga. Yet 
give ns leave moft folemftly to afTure 
you, that we have not yet loft fight 
of the object we have ever had in 
view, a reconciliation- with you on 
confUtutional principles, and a reitera- 
tion of that friendly Intercourfe, 
which, to the advantage of both, we 
till lately maintained. 

" The inhabitants of this country 
apply themfelves chiefly to agricul- 
ture and commerce. As their fa- 
fhions and manners are fimilar to 
yours, your markets rhuft afford them 
the conveniences and luxuries, for 
Which they exchange the produce of 
, their labours. The wealth of this 
"extended continent centers with you; 
and our trade is fo regulated as to be 
iubfervient only to your intereft. You 
are too reafonable to expeft, that by 
taxes (in addition to this) we mould 
contribute to your expense; to be- 
lieve after diverting the fountain, that 
the flreams can flow \vith unabated 
force. 

"It has been faid, that we refufe 
to fnbmit to the reftriftions on our 
commerce. From whence is this in- 
ference drawn t Not from our words, 
'we * having repeatedly declared the 
contrary ; and we again profefs our 
fubmiffion to the feveraj acls of trade 
and navigation patted before the year 
1763, trufting neverthelefs in the 
equity and juflice of Parliament, that 
fuch of them as, upon cool and im- 
partial consideration lhal] appear to 



have impofed unneceflary'or grievouj 
reftriftioni, will, at fome happier 
period, be repealed or altered. And 
we chearfully confent to the opera? 
tion of fuch afts of the Britifh Par- 
liament as mail be retrained to the 
regulation of our external commerce^ 
for the purpofe of fecuring the com- 
mercial advantages of the whole Em- 
pire to the Mother Country, and the 
commercial benefits of its refpeclive 
members ; excluding every idea or 
taxation f internal or external, for 
raifing a revenue on the fubje&s ki 
America without their confent. 

" It is alledged, that we contribute 
nothing to the common 'defence. To 
this we anfwer, that the advantages* 
which Great-Britain receives from ttoe 
monopoly of our trade, far exceed 
our proportion of the expence necef T 
fary for that purpofe. But mould 
thefe advantages be inadequate there* 
to, let the reftri&ions on our trade be 
removed, and we will chearfully con- 
tribute fuch proportion when confti- 
tutionally required. 

** It is a fundamental principle of 
the Britifh Conftitution, that every 
man ihould have at leaft a reprefen- 
tative mare in the formation of thofe: 
laws, by which he is bound. Were 
it otherwife, the regulation 6f Our 
internal police by a Britifh Parlia- 
ment, who are and ever will be un- 
acquainted with our local circum- 
flances, mufr. be always inconvenient, 
and frequently oppreflive, working 
our wrong, without yielding any pof- 
fible advantage to you, 

'* A plan of accommodation (as 
it has been abfurdly called) has beea 
propofed by your Minifters to our 
refpeclive Aflemblfes. Were this 

J>ropofal free from every other ob- 
e&iOn 1 , but thajt which arifes from 
the time of the offer, it would not be 
unexceptionable. Can men deli- 
berate with the bayonet* at their 
breaft ? Can they treat with freedom, 
while their towns are facked; whea 

daily 
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'jdaify inftances of injuftice a*4 op- 
preffion difturb the flower operations 
of reafon ? 

* c , If this propofal is really fuch as 
you would offer and we accept, why 
was it delayed till the nation was put 
to ufelefs expence, and we were re- 
duced to our prefen£ melancholy fitn- 
ation? If it holds forth nothing, wby 
was it propofed ? Unlcfs indeed to de- 
ceive you into a belief, that we were 
unwilling to ljflen to any terms of ac- 
commodation ? But what is fubmitted 
to our confideration ? We contend for 
the difpofal of our property. We are 
told that our demand is unreafonable, 
£hat our Afiemblies may indeed col- 
lect our money, but that they muft 
at the fame tirne offer, not what your 
exigencies or ours may require, but 
fo much as fhall be deemed fufHcient 
to fatisfy the defires of a Minifter, 
and enable him to provide for fa- 
vourites and dependents* A recur- 
rence to your own Treafury will con- 
vince you how little of the money, al- 
ready extorted from us, has been ap- 
plied to the relief of your burthens. 
To fuppofe that we would thus grafp 
the (hadow, and give up the fubftance, 
is adding infult to injuries. 

*' We have neverthelefs again pre- 
fented an humble and dutiful peti- 
tion to our Sovereign ; and to remove 
every imputation of obilinacy, have 
requeued his Majefty to direct fome 
mode, by which the united applica- 
tions of his faithful colonifts may be 
improved into a happy and perma- 
nent reconciliation. We are willing 
to treat on fuch terms as can alone 
render an accommodation lafting, and 
We flatter ourfelves that our pacific 
endeavours will be attended with a 
removal of ministerial troops, and a 
repeal of thofe laws of the operation 
of which we complain, on the one 
fart, and a difbanding of our army, 
and a diflblution of our commercial 
tfibciations, on the other. 

" Yet conclude not from this that 
we propofe to furrender our property 
jpto the hands of your Miaiftry, or 



vefl your Parliament with a power' 
which may terminate in our deduc- 
tion.^ The great bulwarks of our 
confHtotion we have dejired to main- 
tain by every temperate, by every 
peaceable means ; but your Miniftcrs 
(equal foes to Britifh and American 
freedom) haye added to their former 
oppreffions an attempt to reduce us 
by the fword to a bafe and abject fur*. 
miffion. On the fword, therefore, 
we are compelled to rely for pro- 
tection. Should victory declare in 
your favour, yet men trained to arm* 
from their infancy, and animated by 
the love of liberty, will afford neither 
a cheap or eafy conquefl. Of this 
at leafl we are ailured, that our fb-ug- 
gle will be glorious, our fuccefs cer- 
tain ; fince even in death, we (hall 
find that freedom which in lire jou 
forbid us to enjoy. 

" Let us now aik what advantages 
are to attend our reduction? The 
trade of a ruined and defolate coun- 
try is always inconfijerable, its re- 
venue trifling; the expence of fub- 
jecting and retaining it in fubjeftion 
certain and inevitable. What then 
remains but the gratification of an 
ill-judged pride, or the hope of ren- 
dering us fubfervient to defigns on 
your liberty. 

" Soldiers who have fheathed their 
fwords in the bowels of their Ame- 
rican brethren, will not draw them 
with more reluctance againfl you. 
When too late, you may lament the 
lofs of that freedom, which we ex- 
hort you, while ftill in your power, 
to preferve. 

*' Qn the other hand, mould you 
prove unfuccefsful ; mould that con- 
nexion, which we moft ardently wifti 
to maintain, be 4iflblved ; mould 
your MiniUers exhault your treafures, 
and watte the blood of your country- 
men, in vain attempts on our liberty ; 
do they not deliver you, weak and 
defencelefs, to your natural ene- 
mies? 

" Since then your liberty muft be 
the price of your victories; your 

ruin. 
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nun, of your defeat :~wh»t blind 
fatality can urge you to a purfuit 
iteftru&ive of all that Britons hold 
dear? 

" If you have no regard to the 
connexion that has for ages fubfifted 
between us ; if you have forgot the 
wounds we have received, fighting by 
your fide for the extenfion of the em- 
pire ; if our commerce is not an ob- 
ject below your confederation; if 
juftice and humanity have loft their 
influence on your hearts ; ftill mo- 
tives are not wanting to excite your 
indignation at the meafures now pur- 
sued : , your wealth, your honour, 
jour J&erty are at flake. 

«* Nptwithftanding the diftrefs to 
which we are reduced, we (ometimes 
Jorget our own afflictions, to anti- 
cipate an4 fy^P^thize in yours. We 
grieve that raffe and inconfiderate 
^ouncUs Jhoujd jjrecipitate the de- 
ttrq&ipa of an empire, which has 
teen the envy and admiration of ages, 
and call God to wifnefs! that we 
*yould part with our property, en~ 
ganger our fives, and facrifice every 
thing but liberty, $o t redeem you 
from ruin. 

** A cloud hangs over your head# 
sad ours; ere this reaches you, it 
inay probably burft upon us ; let us 
then : (before the remembrance of 
former Jcindnefs is obliterated) once 
more repeat thofe appellations which 
are ever grateful in our ears ; Jet us 
entreat Heaven to avert our ruin, 
ajid the deftrufti on that threatens our 
friends, brethren, and .countrymen, 
on the other fide of the Atlantic" 

The conduft obferved towards the 
Indian nations was in perfed con- 
fidence with that difpofjtion for peace 
fo openly declared, ai)d fo fully ma- 
iiifefted. Taught by adverfity to 
feel for the woes, and by freedom to 
pefpect the rights of mankind, we 
wilhed to avoid that favage war 
jwhich knows no laws but indifcri* 
jminate flaughter. And although our 
enemies have endeavoured to ftigma- 



tize us with the de&gh of employing 
the hatchet againft them, in order to 
caft a veil over their own barbarity ; 
yet the fact is, that we feduloufly 
avoided it, and have at length been 
expofed to the fury of thofe tribes, 
becaufe we would not take advantage 
of their inhuman thirft flf bloo^ 
againft ©ur fellow men. 

It was «ot until the 25th of No- 
vember, *775, that the Gongrefs 
determined to retort upon our ene- 
mies the practice of taking property 
on the high feas. They canddered 
us as rebels ; they had no laws in 
exiftence, whereby our, property was 
forfeited. Unlefs we were confidered 
as independent, theii*-Soveieign could 
not authorise the capture of vefiels ; 
and yet, in defiance-of law, ofreafon, 
and of juftice, they ht$taied not to- 
plunder iadUcrimi»ately all thofe 
who refided in America, among 
whom **t a few were adherents to 
$heir cuufe. 

Nor did the Cpngrefs even then 
Ujake reprizals upon private pro- 
perty, but levelled their refentment 
*t thofe only who were engajged in 
aiding and afliftjog the armies em- 
■ ployed againft »«; nor did they, Until 
the 23d of March, 1776, adopt the 
latter meafure; the re.afons of which . 
are fully fet forth in the following 
preamble : 

«« Whereas the / petitions of the 
United Colonies to the King, for the 
redreJi of great and manifold griev- 
ances, have not only been reje&ed, 
but treated with fcorri and contempt, 
and the oppofition to defjgns- evi- 
dently formed to reduce them . to a 
ftate of fervile fjubjeftlon, and their 
neceffary defe.npe againft hoftile forces 
actually employed to fubdue them, 
declared rebellion ; and whereas an 
unjuft war hath been commenced 
againft them, which the Commanders 
of the Britifh fleets and armies have 
profecuted, and ftill continue to pror 
frcute, with their utmoft vigour, and 
in a cruel manner wafting, fpoilinjj, 

andl 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 3t > 



Hid Mrbyiniphe country, burning 
houfes and defencelefs towns, ana 
expofing the helplefs inhabitants to 
every raifery from the inclemency of 
the winter, and not only urging 
lavages to invade the country, but 
instigating negroes to murder their 
matters; and whereas the Parliament 
of Great-Britain hath lately patted 
an aft, affirming thefe colonies to 
be in open rebellion, forbidding all 
trade and commerce with the in- 
habitants thereof, until they fhall 
accepr pardons, and fubmit to de- 
fpotic rule, declaring their property, 
wherever found upon the water, 
liable to feizure and confifcation, 
and enacting, thar what had been' 
done there, by virtue of the royal' 
authority, were juft and lawful acts, 
and fha'H be fo deemed; from all 
which it is raanifeft, that the ini- 

S nitons* fchetne concerted to deprive 
lem of the liberty they have a right' 
to by the laws of Nature and the 
Englifh Cortftkution, Will be perti- 
aacioufly purfued : it being, therefore, 
neceflary to provide for their defence 
andieeurity, and juftinable to make 
reprilkls upon their enemies, and' 
otherwife to annoy them, according ' 
to ; the' law? and ufages of nations, 
the Congrefs, trufting that fuch of 
their: Fnendi in Great-Britain (of 
whom it is confeffed there are many 
intitled" to appiaufe and gratitude 
for thelf patriotifm and benevolence, 
and in .whole favour a difcrimi nation 
of'prOpetty cannot be made) as fhall 
fiiffef by ; captures, will impute it to : 
tfie 'author*, of our common cala- 
mities, .do declare and refolve, as 
fcUoweth." 

v But however reluctantly we pro- ; 
ceeded in extending the calamities 
of war to our fellow countrymen, 
and ftrengthening ourfelves by the \ 
capture of thofe riches Which were to ' 
be employed for our deftruction, the 
moft tedtfious attention was paid to * 
avoid and" to alleviate the calamities 
tog uiceffarily attending a conteft fo 



important and to fruitful In diltreft.' 
For not only was' the moft generous 
provifion made 'to clothe and to feed 
thofe prisoners whom the fortune of 
war had plated in our power, but 
leaf* the provocations they had re- 
ceived ' might Simulate individuals' 
to revenge, we find that on the 2d 
of January, 1776, the Congrefscame 
to the following refolution, viz. 

** Whereas the execrable bar-* 
barity with which this unhappy war 
has been conducted on the part of 
our enemies, fuch as burning our 
defencelefs towns and villages, ex* 
pofing their inhabitants, without re-' 
gard to fex or age, to all the miferies" 
which lofs of property, the rigour of' 
the feafon, and inhuman devaftarioa*** 
can inflict, exciting domellic in fur- 
rections and murders, bribing favages 
to defbtate our frontiers', and calling 
fuch of us, as the fortune of war has' 
put in their power, into goals, there* 
to langulfh in irons and in want, 
compelling the inhabitants ofltofton,' 
in violation of the treaty, to remaia ' 
confined within the town, expofed to 
the infolence of the ' foldiery, and * 
other enormities, at the mention of ' 
which decency and humanity will 
ever bluJh, may juftly provoke 'the' 1 
inhabitants of thefe colonies' to re- * 
taliaie. 

*' Refolved, That it be rccom-* 
mended to them to continue mindful 
that humanity ought to diftinguifh " 
the brave, that cruelty mould find no * 
admiflion among a free people, arid " 
to take care mat no page in the * 
annals of America be itained by a 
recital of any action which juftice or 
Chriftianity may condemn, and to 
reft affured, that; whenever retaliation 
may be neceflary, or tend' to thejr '■ 
fecurity, this Congrefs will under- 
take the difagreeabJe talk." 

It muft' be remarked, that this', 
refolution was paflcd when the moft" 
ample means of retaliation were in ' 
our power, and the affairs of Ame- 
rica wore* the moft promifing afpect ;* 

for 
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for the defeat before Quebec was not ever to the humble petitions of thtf 

nd 



yet known, but, on the contrary, it 
was expected that capital fortrefs 
would foon fall into our hands. 
Thoufands on this continent would 
not have wept in anguifh for the lofs 
of a hulband, a father, or a friend, 
Lad the fame emotions of philan- 
thropy pervaded the bofoms of our 
perfecutors. But the ftroke of Divine 
Juflice feems to have been fufpended, 
until their cup of guilt was filled with 
the widows and the orphans tears. 

Notwithftanding the efforts which 
had been made for reconciliation, 
the profpedt of it feemed every mo- 
ment to be more remote. Every ac- 
count from Great-Britain ferved to* 
confirm the opinion, that nothing 
fhort of an unconditional fubmiwon 
on our part would be accepted ; and 
every day's enquiry convinced the 
unprejudiced, that we had every 
thing to fear from a connection with 
them. As the governments of the 
feveral colonies had been exercifed 
under authority from the King of 
Great-Britain, they were reduced to 
the alternative of being in a manner 
without government, or of instituting 
new fyftems on a bafis purely repub- 
lican. The former was chofen, as 
the latter would have tended greatly 
to impede a future connection. But 
a Hate of political anarchy could not 
long be tolerable to any fociety ; 
the evils refulting from it muft at 
length have produced the moft fatal 
confequences ; and it was impoffible 
to forefee what might be the event 
of a conteft in which mankind were 
iet loofe from the reuraints of law. 
ImprefTed with thefe ideas, the Con- 
grefs on the 15 th of May, 1776, 
publiihed the following refolution : 

«* Whereas his Britannic Majefty, 
in conjunction with the Lords and 
Commons of Great-Britain, has, by 
a late Act of Parliament, excluded 
the inhabitants of thefe United Co- 
lonies from the protection of his 
crown 5 and whereas no anfvycr what- 



colonies for redrefs of grievances and 
reconciliation with Great-Britain half, 
been or is likely to be given, but the, 
whole force of that kingdom, aided 
by foreign mercenaries; is to be ex- 
erted for the deftruction gf the good 
people of thefe colonies; and whereas 
it appears abfolutely irreconcileable 
to reafon and good conscience, for 
the people of thefe colonies now to 
take the oaths and affirmations ne- 
cefTary for the fupport of any go- 
vernment under the crown of Great- 
Britain ; and it is neceflfary that the 
exercife of every kind of authority 
under the faid crown fhould be to- 
tally fupprefTed, and all the powers 
of government exerted under the* 
authority of the people of the co- 
lonies, for the preiervation of inter- 
nal peace, virtue, and good order, 
as well as for the defence of their 
lives, liberties and properties, againft 
the hoflile invafions and cruel depre-, 
dations of their enemies ; 

" Refolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the Vefpective aflemblies 
and conventions of the United Co- , 
lonies, where bo government fuf5-' 
cient to the exigencies of their affairs * 
hath been hitherto eftablifhed, to .' 
adopt fuch government as fhall, in 
the opinion of the roprefentatives of 
the people, beft conduce to the hap- 
pinefs and fafety of their conflituents . 
in particular, and America in ge- 
neral.'* ^ ' . ; 

The conduct of Great-Britain wat [ 
ftill the fame compound of violence '. 
and fraud. While the ftores of po- ' 
litical artifice were exhaufted, to pre- 
vent us from obtaining foreign aid, ' 
nothing, which money or promifes * 
could effect, was left undone, to 
collect the mercenaries of Germany t 
for our fubjugation. Foiled in their ' 
former efforts, they called forth all 
their ftrength ; and to lull us into ' 
fecurity at the fame time, endea- 
voured to cover their defigns with 
the thin veil of reconciliation. For 
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&s purpoie they paffed an act of .Par- long eftablimed, moiiM not be changf- 



/lament, and in confequence of it ap- 
pointed Commiflioners, with power to 
grant pardons, to thofe Americans who 
Would be fo guilty as to folicit them. 
At length* fully convinced of what 
reafon had long dictated, that no ra- 
tional fecurity For our liberties could 
he obtained during a connection with 
Great-Britain, and that every idea 
of dependence tended to enfeeble 
our efforts, in a caufe on Which every 
thing was at ftake, the fine fpun 
thread* which held the two countries 
together, was cut on the memorable 
4th of July* 1776* by the following 
f < DECLARATION hy the 
Rcprefentatiws o//^UNITED 
STATES ^/AMERICA, 
\ in Congrcfs ajfcmbltd* 

u When, in the courfe of hu- 
man events, it becomes neceffary for 
one people to diflblve the .political, 
bands which have connected them 
with another* and to aflume, among 
the powers of the earth* the feparate 
and equal ftation to which the laws- 
of nature and of nature's God entitle 
them, a decent refpect to the opinions 
of mankind requires that they mould 
declare the caufes which impel them 
to the fcparation. ^ 
' ** We hold thefe truths to be felf. 
evident; thai all men are Created 
equal ; that they are endowed* by 
their Creator, with certain unalien - 
able rights ; that among thefe are, 
life, liberty, and thepuriuit of hap- 
pincTs,— That to fecure thefe rights, 
governments are inftituted among 
men, deriving their juft power* from 
the con fen t of the governed; that 
whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of thefe ends* it 
is the right of the people to alter or 
to abolim it, and to inftitute new 
government* layiig its foundation 
on fuch principles, and organizing 
its powers in fuch form, as to them 
mall feem molt likely to effect their 
fafety and happinefs. Prudence, in- 
deed, will dictate, that gpYfirnnKBts 
Vol* VIII.; 



ed for light and tranfient caufes ; and 
accordingly all experience hath (hewn, 
that mankind are more difpofed to 
fuffer, while eviJs are fufferable, than 
to right thcmfelves by aboliihing the 
forms to which they are accuftomed-w 
But when a long train of abufes and 
ufurpations, purfuing invariably the 
fame object, evinces a defign to re- 
duce them under abfolute defpotifm, 
it is their right, it is their duty, to> 
throw off fuch government, and tot 
provide new guards fur their future 
fecurity. Such has been the patient 
fufferance of thefe colonies ; and 
fuqh is now the neceffity which con- 
ftrains them to alter their former 
fyltems of government* The hiltory 
of 

is a hiftory of repeated injuries and' 
ufurpations, all having in direft ob- 
ject the eftabiifhment of an abfolum; 
tyranny over thefe ftates* To prove 
this, let facts be fubmitted to a can- 
did world i 

" He has refttfed his affiint tolawr 
the moft wholefome and neceffary for 
the public good. 

( * He ha* forbidden his Governor*' 
to pafs laws of immediate and puf- 
fing importance* unlefs fufpended iifc 
their operation till his affent mould be 
obtained j and when fo fufpended, he 
has utterly neglected to attend to them. ' 

k( He has refufed to pafs other 
laws for the accommodation of large 
dutricts of people, unlcfs thofe peo- 
ple would relinquifh the right of re- - 
prefentarion in the legiflature ; a 
right ineftimable to them, and for- 
midable to tyrants only. 

" He has called together legifla- 
tive bodies at places unufual, uncom* 
fortable, and diftant from the d.pofi- 
tory of their public records, for the 
fole purpofe of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his meafures. 

" He has diflblved representative "• 
houfes repeatedly, for oppofing, with 
manly firmnefs, his invftfion* on the 
rights of the people, 

F r "He 
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** He has refu&d, for a longtime, 
after fuch' diflblutions, to caufe others 
to be elected ; whereby the legisla- 
tive powers, incapable of annihila- 
tion, have returned to the people at 
large for their exercife ; the ftate re- 
maining, in the mean time, expofed 
to all the dangers of invafion from 
without, and convulfions within. 

*' He has endeavoured to prevent 
(he population of thefe ftates j for 
that purpofe obstructing the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners ; refufing 
to pafs others to encourage their mi- 

f rations hither, and *aiftng the con- 
itions of new appropriations of lands. 

" He has obftrueted the adnvini- 
ftration- of juftice, by refufing his 
aftent to laws for eftablifhing judi- 
tiary powers. 

** He has made judges dependent 
on his will* alone, for the tenure of 
their ^ffices, and the amount and 
payment of their falaries. 

* ( He has erected a multitude of 
new offices, and fent hither fwarms 
of officers to harrafs our people, and 
eat out their fubrtance, 
• "' He has kept among us, in times 
of peace, (landing armies, without 
the confent of our legislatures. 

•' He has affected to render the 
military independent of, and fuperior 
to the civil power. 

" He has combined with others 
to fubject us to a jurifdiction foreign 
to our conization, and unacknow- 
ledged by our laws; giving his aflent 
t» their acts of pretended legif- 
lation* : 

" Fo* quartering large bodies of 
armed troops among us : 

" For protecting them,, by a mock 
trial, from puni/hment for any mur- 
der's which they Ihould commit on 
the inhabitants of thefe ftates : 

" For cutting off our trade with- 
all parts of the world : 

" For impofing, taxes on us with* 



out our confent : 

" For depriving u^s, in many 
cafes, of the benefit* of trial by 
jury; 



" For transporting us beyond foa* 
to be tried for pretended offences : 

" For abolifliing the free fyftem' 
of Englifh laws in a neighbouring 
province, eftabliftiing therein an ar- 
bitrary government, and enlarging 
its boundaries, fo as to render it at 
once an example and fit inftrument 
for introducing the fame abfolute 
rule into thefe colonies : 

" For taking away our charters, 
abolifhing our moft valuable laws, 
and altering fundamentally the forms 
of our governments : 

" For fufpending our owir legis- 
latures, and declaring themselves in- 
verted with power to legiftate* for u» 
in all cafes whatfoever. 

** He has abdicated government 
here, by declaring us out of his pro- 
tection, and waging war againft us. 

*• He has plundered our feas, ra- 
vaged our coafts, burnt our towns, 
and deftroyed the lives of our peo- 
ple. 

** He is, at this time, tranfport- 
ing large armies of foreign merce- 
naries to complete the works of deatk, 
defolation, and tyranny, already be4 
gun with circumitances of cruelty" 
and perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in 
the moft barbarous ages, and totally 
unworthy the head of a civilized 
nation.. 

" He has constrained our fellow- 
citizeas, taken captive on the high 
feas, to bear arms againft their 
country, to become the executioners 
of their friends and brethren, or to 
fall themfelves by their hands. 

" He has excited domeftic infur- 
rections amongit us, and has endea- 
voured to bring on the inhabitants 
of our frontiers the mercilefs Indian 
favages, whofe known rule of war- 
fare is an undiftinguiftied destruction, 
of all ages, fexes, and conditions. 

V In every ftage of thefe oppref- 
irons we have petitioned for redrefs 
in the moft humble terms; our re- 
peated petitions have been anfwered 
only by repeated injury. A » 

whofe character is thus marked by 
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every a£l which may define a , 

is unfit to be the ruler of a free 
people. 

" Nor have we been wanting in 
attentions to our Britiih brethren. 
We have warned them, from time to 
time, of attempts by their legifla- 
ture to extend an unwarrantable,] urif- 
diction over us. We have reminded 
them of the circumftances of our 
emigration and fettlement here. We 
have appealed to their native juftice 
and magnanimity, and we have con- 
jured them, by the ties of our com- 
mon kindred, to difavow thefe ufur,- 
pations, which would inevitably in- 
terrupt our connections and corre- 
fpondence. They too have been 
deaf to the voice of juftice and of 
consanguinity, We mull, therefore, 
acquieice in the neceflity, which de- 
nounces our reparation, and hold them 
as we hold the reft of mankind, ene- 
rgies in war, in peace, friends, 

■" We, therefore, the reprefenu- 
tives of the UNITED STATES of 
AMERICA, In SEVERAL CON- 
GRESS aflembled, appealing to the 
Supreme Ju*3ge of the world for the 
reclitude of our intentions, do, in 
the name, and by the authority of 
the good people of thefe Colonies, 
fqlemnly publilh and declare, that 
thefe United Colonies are, and of 
right ought to be, FREE and 
INDEPENDENT STATES; .tha* 
they are abfolved from all allegiance 
to the Britifh Crown, and that al) 
. political connexion between them 
and. the. Safe of Great-Britain, is, 
and ought to be, totally diflblved ; 
and that as FREE and INDEPEN- 
DENT STATES, they h W full 
jtower to levy war, conclude peace, 
contract alliances, eflablifh com- 
merce, and to do all. other atts and 
things which INDEPENDENT 
STATES, may of ri^ht do. And 
for the. fapport of this declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection 
•fDIVJNE PROVIDENCE, we 
mutually pledge to each other our 



lires, our fortunes, and our facred 
honour." 

This decifive ftep was taken in the 
face of the whole oritifh force col- 
lected on our mores. From that 
moment every thing aflumes a new 
appearance : The proportions and 
Amplications for reconciliation, fo 
haughtily rejected, were done away* 
The metaphyseal difquifitions about 
the compatibility of colonial liberty 
and parliamentary authority in com- 
mercial fuperintendency by afts of 
legiflation, to the effect of external^ 
exclusively of the idea of internal, 
taxation ;— Thefe, with all the jar- 
gon incident to them, were at an 
end. A fingle clear point was put 
on the ifliie of the conteft, whether 
we mould be /conquered enflaved 
provinces, or free and independent 
Spates ? And an thispropofition every 
man was in capacity to take his de- 
cided part 

Upon the 3d day of September, 
1776, General Sullivan, who had 
been made prifoner by the enemy 
in the action of Long-Ifland, deliver- 
ed the following menage to Congrefs 
from Lord Howe : 

" That though he cpuld not at 
prefent treat with Congrefs as fuch, 
yet he was very defirous of having a 
conference with fome of the Members, 
wjioro he would confidrr for the pre- 
fent only as private gentlemen, an4 
meet them bimfelf at fuch place as 
they ihould appoint : 

<*. That he, in conjunction with 
General Howe, had full powers to 
compromise the difpute between 
Great-Britain and America upon 
terms advantageous to both ; the ob- 
taining of which delayed him near 
two months in England, and pre- 
vented his arrival at this place before 
the declaration of independency toolc 
place: 

*' That he wilhed a compact might 

be fettled at this time, when no de- 

cifive blow was ftruck, and neither 

party could fay that they were com- 
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celled to .enter into _fach agree- 
ment : 

.?« That, in cafe Congrefs were 
jdHpofed to treat, many things, whicti 
they had not as yet afked, njight and 
ought to be granted them ; and that, 
if upon the conference, they found 
any probable ground of an accommo 
elation, the authority of Congrefs 
mufl be afterwards acknowledged, 
Otherwife the compatt would not be 
complete. '* 

On the 5 th of September the Con- 
grefs came to the following refolu- 
tions ; to wit. 

""" Refolyed, That General Sullivan 
be requeued to inform Lord Howe, . 
that this Congrefs, being the repre- 
fentatives of the Free and Indepen- 
dent States gf America, cannot with' 
propriety fend any of its members, 
to confer with-his Lordfhip in their 
private characters, but that, ever de- 
firous of eflablifhing peact on rea- 
fonable terms, they w;ll fend a con> 
rtittee of their body, to know whe- 
ther 1 he has any authority to treat 
y/ith perfons authorized by Congrefs 
for thatpurpofein behalf of America, 
and what that authority is, and to 
hear fuch. proportions as he ihall 
thinlc 'fit to' make refpefting the 
fame : 

' "•* That the Preftdent be defiled 
td write to General Washington, and 
acquaint him, that it Ts the opinion 
0/ Congreli, no propofals for making 
pea'ce J "b"etween : Great-Britain and the 



;. 



proposed to them in manner, afore* 
faid.» v [ V ** ~ 

The Committee was appointed th$ 
ne,\$ day, and upon the i7th*made the 
following report ; 

" In obedience, to the orders of 
Congrefs, we have had a meeting 
with Lord Howie It was on Wed- 
hefday laft upon Staten-ifland, op-* 
pofite to Am boy, ' where his Lord-' 
ihip received and entertained* us with 
^he utmoft politenefs. 

*' His Lordfhip opened the coft- 
verfation by acquainting us, that, 
though he could not treat with us 1 
as a Committee of Cbngreis, yet, 
4s his powers enabled him to confer; 
and confult with any pqvate gentle- 
men of influence in the colonies, oh 
the means of reftorjng peace between! 
the ,two countries, he was glad of this 
opportunity of conferring with us on 
that fubjedt, .if w,e thought ourfelves 
at &berty to enter into a conference 
with him in that character.' We ob- 
(erved to his Lordfhip, thaf, as our 
bafinefs was to hear, he might con- * 
fider us in what light he pleafed, 
and communicate to us anypropofi- 
tions he might be aathorifed.to make 
for the purpofe mentioned; i>ut, 
that we could con fider Ourfelves in' ' 
no other character thah tha{ in which 
we were placed by order of Congrefe, 
His Lordflrip then Entered into at 
dHceurfe of a confiderable length, 
which contained no explicit propo- 
rtion of peace, except one, namely, 
United States .of : America ought to * That the* Colonies fhould return to' J 
be received or attended to, uhlcfi the their allegiance and obedience *to_the 



fame "be irnade in writing and ad 
drefled to the reprefentatives of the 
Jafd States in Congrefs, Or perfons 
authorized by them: and if applica- 
tion 'be 'made to him by any of the 
commanders' of the Britifli- forces on 
that" fubjeel:, that he inform them, 
that thefe United States, who en- 
tered into the wax Only for the de- 
fence of their lives and liberties, will 



Government of Great-Britain, ^The 
reft confifted principally of affurances, 
that there was an exceeding g^opd 1 
difpofiuon in the King and his A4i- 
nifters to make that government eafy 
to us, with intimations, chat, in cafe 
of our fubmiffion, they would caufe 
the ohSsnfive acts of Parliament to be 
revifed, and the inftruclions to Go- 
vernors to be recorifidered ; that fo, 



chearfuly agree to peace oh reafon- }f any juit caufes of complaint weref 
able ternjs, whenever fuch ihall be found in the a&sy or any errors in 
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government were, perceived to have 
crept into the inductions, they might 
)x amended or withdrawn, 

" We give it as our opinion tp 
}iis Lordfhip, that a return to the 
domination of Great-Britain was not 
now to be expected. We mentioned 
the repeated humble petitions of the 
colonies to the King and Parlia- 
ment, which had been treated with 
contempt, and anfwered only by ad ? 
ditional injuries ; the unexampled 
patience we had {hewn under their 
tyrannical government, and that it 
was not till the late act of Parlia- 
ment, which denounced war again ft 
us, and put us out of the King's pro* 
te&ion, that we declared our Inde- 
pendence ; that this declaration had 
been called for by the people of the 
colonies in general ; that every colony 
bad approved of.it, when made, 
and all now cpnftdered themfelves ay 
Independent States, and were fettling, 
or had fettled, their governments ac- 
cordingly ; fo that it was not in the 
power of Conwefs to agree for them, 
that they mould return to their for- 
mer dependent ftate ; ' that there was 
po doubt of their inclination to peace* 
and their willingness to enter into a 
treaty with" Britain, that might be 
advantageous to both countries ; that, 
though his Lordfhip had at prefent 
no power to treat with them as Inde- 
pendent States, he might, if there 
was the fame good difpofition in Bri- 
tain, much fooner obtain freih powers 
from thence, for that purpofe, than 
. powers could be obtained by Con- 
fcrefs, from the feveral colonies, to 
confent to a fubmiffion. 

" His Lordfhip then faying that he 
was forry to find, that no accommo- 
dation was like to take place, put an 
end to the conference. 

" Upon the whole, it did not 
appear to your Committee, that his 
Lordfhip's commiffion contained any 
pther authority than that expreffed in 
the aft of Parliament, namely, that 
of granting paeons, with fuch ex- 



ceptions as . the Commiffioners flwdl 
think proper to make, and of decJar T 
ing America, or any part of it, tQ 
be in the King's peace, upon fub- 
miffion : for, as to the power of en-* 
quiring into the ftate of America, 
which his Lordfhip mentioned to us, 
and of conferring and confuting witl* 
any perfons the Commiffioners might 
think proper, a ad reprefenting the* 
refult of fuch converfation to the 
Miniftry, who, provided the colonies^ 
would fubject themfelvps, might after 
all, or might, not, at their pleafurc* 
make any alterations in the former 
inflection? to Governors, or propofe 
in Parliament any Amendment of the 
acts complained of, we apprehended 
any expectation from the eflect of 
fuch a power would have been too 
uncertain and precarious to be relied 
on by America, had <he iiill con- 
tinued in her ftate of depend- 
ence." 

From this moment the war raged 
with the utmo.'t violence, and wa%, 
p*ofecuted by the enemy with una- 
bated vigour and barbarity. Tore*, 
cite the numerous inftances in which,. 
their faith, folemnly pledged, hath, 
been broken, would be tedious and 
perhapi ufelefs: Victory declared, 
herfelffor a long time in favour of . 
their fuperior numbers and fuperior 
difcipline, and their infolence wa$ 
equal to their fuccefs. Unable tq 
comprehend the whole of jhe object 
they had undertaken, and overjoyed 
at the acquifition of the minuter 
parts, already .the needy greedy para T 
fites of a voluptuous. Court had iq > 
imagination carved out our poflef- . 
iions among them, and wantoned ir^ 
the profpect of enjoying the fruity 
of our laborious induftry. Every, 
thin£, therefore, which looked like. , 
conciliation, was treated as a con- 
ceffion flowing from -feeblenefs of 
foul. The fpirit of defpotifm, fluftw 
cd with hope and inured to guilt, 
turned a hard unfeeling eye upon 
the miferies of human nature, and . 

directed 
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direfted (well pleafed) the ftorm of 
vengeance to the head of freedom. 
But that full tide of fuccefs, which 
had carried their expectations fohigh, 
begun to ebb away : the gallant 
army commanded by Burgoyne, 
checked by impediments which na- 
ture had thrown in his courfe, at 
length' fubmitted, notwithllanding 
the efforts of their accomplimed 
General, to the determined bravery 
of their foes. The fplendour of our 
fuccefs in that quarter called the at- 
tention of Europe to our fortitude 
and perfeverance. The weight and 
importance of a country which could 
refill the aftoniming efforts made by 
Great-Britain, were evident to the 
mofl carelefs obfervation. The ac- 
knowledgement of our Independence 
became therefore an object of ferious 
deliberation. Awakened from their 
dream of glory to a view of their 
danger, the fyfiniftry of England' 
determined, if poflible, to recover 
what they had wantonly thrown away? 
On the 2 1 ft day of April, 1778, 
the Congrtfs, then fitting at York- 
town, received a letter from the 
General, inclofing a printed paper 
from Philadelphia, to the following 
effect: 

•• Draught of a Bill for declar T 
ing the intentions of the Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain, concerning 
the exercife of the right of impofing 
¥axcs twithin his Majefly's colonics, 
provinces, and plantations in North- 
America , 

" Whereas the exercife of the 
right of taxation by the Parliament 
of Great-Britain, for the purpofe of 
yaifing a revenue in his Majefty's colo- 
nies, provinces, and plantations in 
North-America, has been found by 
experience' to occafion great uneafi- 
uefles anddiforders, and has, by fun- 
dry mifreprefentations, been made the 
means of 'mifleading many of his 
Majefty's faithful fubjecls, who yet 
acknowledge the juftice of contribut- 
ing to the common defence of the 



empire, provided' fuch contribution* 
fhouid be raifed under the authority 
of the General Court, or General 
Aflembly, of each refpeftive colony* 
province or plantation : Andwhereatp, 
in order as well as to remove the faid 
uneafineffes, and to quiet the mind* 
of his Majefty's fubjefts, who may 
be difpofed to return to their allegU 
ance, as to reftore the peace and weL- 
fare of all his Majjefty's dominions, 
it is expedient to declare, that the 
King and Parliament of Great-Bri- 
tain will not impofe any duty, tax 
or afleflment, for the purpofe of raifr 
ing a revenue within any of the faid 
colonies, provinces or plantations ; 

** May it pleafe your Majefty 
That it may be declared and enacted, 
and it is hereby declared and enacted 
&c« That from and after the pac- 
ing of this Aft* the King and Par* 
liament of Great-Britain will not 
impofe any duty, tax, or aflefsment 
whatfoever, payable within any of 
his Majefty's colonies, provinces and 
plantations in North-America, ex^ 
cept only fuch duties as it may be 
expedient to impofe for the regula- 
tion of commerce; the net produce; 
of fuch duties to be always paid and 
applied to, and for, the ule of the 
cplony, province or plantation, in 
which the fame (hall be refpeftively 
levied, in fuch manner as other du- 
ties collected by the authority of the 
refpective General Courts, or Gene- 
ral Affemfclies, of fuch colonies, pro? 
vinces or plantations, are ordinarily 
paid and applied." 
** Draught of a Bill to enahle hit 
Majefty to appoint Cvmmijfionerj 
<with fujficitnt po<wirs to treat , conz 
Jult, and agree upon the means of 
quieting the difordtrs n*<w fubjifting 
in certain of the colonics* plantations 
and provinces of North- America* 
" For the quieting and extinguifh- 
ing of divers jealoufies and mifap- 
prehenfions of danger to their liber- 
ties and legal rights, which have mifleoj 
many of Jus Majefty's fubjefts in thq 

colonies! 
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clonics, provinces and plantations 
of New-Hamplhire, Maflachufetts- 
Bay, Rhode- Ifland, Connecticut, 
New- York, New-Jerfey, Pcnnfylva- 
nia, the three lower counties on De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, South-Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, and for a fuller manifeftation of 
thejuft and gracious purpofes of his 
Majefly and his Parliament, to main- 
tain and fecure all his fubjecls in a 
clear and perfect enjoyment of fuch 
liberties and rights; Be it enacled, 
&c. That perfons, to be ap- 

pointed by his Majefly, under the 
Great Seal of Great-Britain, or any 
of them, fhall by force of this acl, 
have full power, com million and au- 
thority to treat, confult and agree 
with fuch body or bodies, political and 
corporate, or with fuch aflembly or 
afTemblics of men, or with fuch per- 
fon or perfons, as in their wifdom 
and difcretion they fhall think meet, 
of and concerning any grievances, 
or complaints of grievances, exifting, 
or fuppofed to exift, in the govern- 
ment of any of the faid colonies, 
provinces or plantations refpeclively, 
or in the laws and flatutes of this 
realm refpecling the fame; and of 
or concerning any aid or contribution 
to be furnifhed by all or any of the 
colonies, provinces or plantations, 
refpeclively, for the common defence 
of this realm, and the dominions 
thereunto belonging ; and of and con- 
cerning fuch other regulations, pro- 
visions, matters and things, as upon 
mature deliberation of the ,faid Com- 
miflioners, or any of them, fhall 
<be thought neceffkry or convenient 
for the honour of his Majefly, and 
the common good of all his fubjecls. 
" Provided alfo, and be it further 
enacled and declared, That no regu- 
lation, provifion,* matter or thing fo 
propofed, treated, confulted or agreed, 
fhall have aay other force or effect., or 
be carried further into execution,, 
than is herein after mentioned and 
provided, until the fame fhall have 
been approved by Parliament. 



" Provided aHb, and be it further 
enacled by the authority aforefaid, 
That in order to facilitate the good 
purpofes of this Acl, it fhall and may 
be lawful for the faid Commiuloners* 
or any of them, from time to 

time, as they fhall judge it con- 
vient, to order and proclaim a cefTa- 
tion of hoflilities, on the part of his 
Majefly's troops, in any of the faid 
colonies or plantations, or ajiy part 
thereof, for any time, and un4er any 
conditions or reflriclions, which they 
fhall think convenient, and fnch or- 
der, and proclamation to revoke and 
annul in the fame manner and form, 
according to. their difcretion. 

'• And be it further enacted, That 
it fhall be lawful for the faid Cora- 
mifiioners, or any of them, by 

proclamation under their refpe&ive 
hands and feals, from time to time, 
to fufpend the operation and efFe&s of 
a certain acl of Parliament, made 
and pafTed in the 16th year of the 
reign of his prefent Majefly, for pro 
hi biting all trade and intercourfe witb 
certain colonies and plantations there- 
in named, and for the other purpofes 
therein alfo mentioned, or any of the 
provifions or reflriclions. therein con- 
tained, for fuch convenient time as 
the faid Com mifiioners fhall think 
proper, fpecifying in fuch proclama- 
tion at what times or place* refpec- 
tively, and with what exception* and 
reflriclions, the faid fufpenfion fhall 
take effect, and the faid fufpenfion 
and proclamation in the fame manner 
and form to annul and revoke, ac- 
cording to their difcretion. 

•* And be it further enacled by the 
authority aforefaid, That the faid 
Commiilioners, or any of them, 

may, and they are hereby authorifed 
and impowered to fufpend in fuch 
places, and for fuch times as they 
ihall think fit, during the continu- 
. ance of this acl, the operation and 
ef&cl of all or any of the acl or acl* 
of Parliament which have, pafled 
fince the 10th day. of February, 
1763, and which relate to any of his 
Majeity'* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 4° ) 



Majefty's faid colonics, provinces or 
Plantations in North-America, fo far 
as the fame does relate to them, or 
the operation and efFecl of any claufe, 
or any provifion or matter therein 
contained, fo faraJ fuch claufes, pro- 
vifions or matters, relate to any of 
the faid colonies, provinces or plan- 
tations. 

** And it is hereby enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That it fhall and 
may be lawful to and for the faid 
Commiffioners, or any of them, 
and they are hereby authorifed and 
impowered to grant a pardon or par- 
dons to any number or defcription of 
perfons within the faid colonies, 
provinces or plantations. 

" And that no let or hindrances 
may happen from the vacancy of the 
office of Governor and Commander 
in Chief in- any of the faid Colonies, 
provinces or plantations refpeftively, 
or from the abfence of fuch officer 
from his government, Be it further 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
That the faid Commiffioners, or any 
of them,, (hall have full pow- 
er and authority in' any of the faid 
colonies, provinces or plantations 
jefpeclively, wherein his Majefty hath 
nfually heretofore nominated and ap- 
pointed a Governor, to nominate and 
appoint, by any inflrument under 
their hands and feals, a proper per- 
fon to be the Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief in and for any. fuch 
colony, province or plantation, to 
have, hold, and exercife, during his 
Majefty's pleafure, the faid office of 
Governor and Commander in Chief 
m> and for fuch Colony or plantation 
refpecYrvelyi with all fuch powers and 
authorities as any Governor of fuch 
province heretofore appointed by his 
Majefty might or could have exer- 
cifed, in as full and complete man- 
ner and form, as if fuch Governor 
and Commander in Chief had been 
nominated arid appointed by his 
Majefty's letters patent or c6ramiflion> 



and for that purpofe, if need be, i$ 
revoke, annul, and make void any 
commiflion or letters patent hereto- 
fore granted, for appointing any fuch 
Governor and Commander in Chief. 
«« A nd be it further enacted j Tiiat 
this Act fhall continue to be in force 
until the firft day of June, which 
fhall be in the year 1779. 

Philadelphia, 14th of April \ lJJ$i> 

Ptihlijhed by Order of the Comman- 
der in Chief 

Robert Mackenzie, Secretary* 

This was referred to- a Committee* 

who, on the 22d of April, made 

the following report : 

'*« THE Comniittee to whom was 
referred the General's letter of the 
18th, containing a certain printed 
paper fent from Philadelphia, pur- 
porting to be the draught of a bill 
for declaring the intentions of the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, as- to 
the txercife of what they are pltfafed 
to term their right of impofing taxes 
within thefe United States ; and alfb 
the draught of a bill to enable the 
King of Great-Britain to appoint 
Commiffioners, with powers to treat, 
confult and agree upon the means of 
quiering certain diforders within the 
faid States, beg leave to obferve, 

" That the faid paper^being in- 
duftrioufly circulated by emiflaries of 
the enemy, in a partial and fecret 
manner, the fame ought to be forth* 
with printed for the public informa- 
tion. 

* 4 The Committee Cannot afcer- 
tain whether the contents of the faid 
paper have been framed in Philadel* 
phia, or in Great-Britain, much left 
whether the fame are really and truly 
intended' to be brought'into the Par- 
liament of that kingdom, or whether 
the faid Parliament will confer there- 
on the ulual folcmnitics of their 

laws. 
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laws. Bat are Inclined to believe 
this will happen, for the following 
reafons : 

** i ft. Becaufe their General hath 
made divers feeble efforts to fet on 
foot fome kind of treaty during the 
laft winter, though, either from a 
miftaken idea of his own dignity and 
importance, the want of information, 
or fome other caufe, he hath not 
made application to thofe who are 
invefted with a proper authority. 

" 2dly. Becaufe they fuppofe that 
the fallacious idea of a ceflation of 
hoftilities will render thefe States 
remifs in their 'preparations for war- 

** 3<lly. Becaufe, believing the 
Americans wearied with war, they 
fuppofe we will accede to their terms 
for the fake of peace. 

. " 4thly. Becaufe they fuppofe that 
par negotiations may be fubject to a 
like corrupt influence with their 
debates. 

" 5thly. Becaufe they expect from 
this flep the fame effects they did 
from w}iat one of their Miniflers 
thought proper to call his Conciliatory 
Motion^ viz. that it will prevent fo- 
reign powers from giving aid to thefe 
States ; that it will lead <heir own 
fubjects to continue a little longer the' 
prefent war ; and that it will detach 
fome weak men in America from the 
caufe of freedom and virtue, 

** 6thly. Becaufe their King, 
from his own ihewing, hath reafon 
to apprehend that his fleets and ar- 
mies, inflead of being employed 
againfl the territories of* thefe States, 
wjll be neceflary for the defence of 
his own dominions. And 

4 * 7thly. Becaufe the impractica- 
bility of fubjugating this country 
being every day more and more ma* 
nifeft, it is their intereft to extricate 
themfelves from the war upon any 
terms. ' 

4 * The Committee beg leave fur- 
ther to obferve, That, upon a fuppo- 
fition the matters contained in the 
faid paper will really go into the Bii- 
Vn. VIII. 



tifh Statute Book, they ferre to (hew, 
in a clear point of view, the weak- 
nefs and wickednefs of the enemy, 

" Their Weaknefs, 

«* ift. Becaufe they formerly de- 
clared, not only that they had a right 
to bind the inhabitants of thefe States 
in all cafes whatfoever, but alfo that 
the faid inhabitants mould abfoluttly 
and unconditionally fubmit to the ex- 
ercife of that right. And this fub- 
miffion they have endeavoured to 
exact by the fword. Receding from 
this claim, therefore, under the pre- 
fent circumftances, (hews their ina- 
bility to enforce it. 

" 2dly. Becaufe their Prince had 
heretofore rejected the humbleft pe- 
titions of the Reprefentatives of 
America, praying to be confldered as 
fubjects, and protected in the enjoy- 
ment of peace, liberty, and fafety; 
and hath waged a moil cruel war 
againft them, and employed the fa- 
vages to butcher innocent women and 
children. But now the fame Prince 
pretends to treat with thofe very Re- 
prefentatives, and grant to the arms 
of America what he refufed to her 
prayers, 

" 3dly. Becaufe they have uni- 
formly laboured to conquer' this con- 
tinent, rejecting every idea of ac- 
commodation propofedtothem, from 
a confidence in their own ftrength. 
Wherefore.it is evident, from the 
change in their mode of attack, that 
they have loll this confidence. And 

" 4thly. Becaufe the conftant 
language, fpoken not only by thejp 
Minifters, but by the mofl public and 
authentic acts of the nation, hath 
been, that it is incompatible with 
their dignity to treat with the Ame- 
ricans while they have arms in their 
hands. Notwithftanding which, an of- 
fer is now about to be made for treaty. 

" The Wickedness and Insin- 
cerity of the enemy appear from 
the following confideratibns : 

" i ft. Either the Bills now to be 

pafled contain a direct or indirect 

G ccflion 
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ceflion of a pan of Aeir former, 
claims,, or they do not. If they do, 
then it is acknowledged that they 
have facrificed many brave men in 
*n unjuft qvarrel. If they do npt, 
then they are calculated to deceive 
America into terms, to which neither 
argument before the war, nor force 
fince, could procure her aflent, 

" zdly. The firft of thefe Bills 
appears, from the title, to be a de- 
claration of the intentions of the 
pritifh Parliament, concerning the 
exercife of the right of impofing taxes 
within thefe States. Wherefore, 
{hould thefe States treat under the 
faid Bill, they -would indirectly ac- 
knowledge tbaj right, -to obtain whicfc 
acknowledgment, the prefent war 
bath been avowedly undertaken and 
profecuted on the part of Great- 
J3ritain. < • 

" idly. Sh.oujd fuch pretended 
right be fo acquiefced in, then, qF 
confluence, the fame mightbe exr 
ercifed whenever the Bri'tim Parlia- 
ment fhpuld find themfelves'in a dif- 
ferent temper and difpojtthn ; fince it 
jmufl: dppen4 upon thofe, and fuch 
like contingencies, how far men will 
»ft according to their former inten- 
tions. 

" 4thly, The faid firft Bill, in 
$he body thereof, containeth ho new 
matter, but is precifely the fame 
with the motion before-mentioned, 
#nd Uable to all the objections which 
#jay againil the faid motion, except- 
ing the following particular, viz. 
fha.t by the motion actual taxation was 
%o be fufpended, fo long as America 
fhould give as much as the faid Par- 
liament might think proper: whereas, 
By the prqpofed Bill, it is to be fuf- 
pended, as long as future Parliaments 
continue of the fame mind with the 
prefent. 

• " 5thly. From the fecond Bill it 
appears, that the Britifh King may, 
it he pleafes, appoint Commiffioners 
•o treat and agree with thofc, who'm 
they plcafe, about a variety of things 



therein -mentioned. But fuch -treaties, 
and agreements are to be of no va- 
lidity, without the concurrence of 
the faid Parliament, except fo far as 
they relate to the fufpenjion of hofti- 
fities, and of certain of their Acts, 
the granting of pardons, and the 
appointing of Governors to thefe 
fovereign, free and independent 
States. Wherefore, the faid Par- 
liament have referved to themfelves, 
in exprefs words, the power of fet* 
ting afide any fuch treaty, and taking 
the advantage of any circumftances 
which may arife to iubject this corw 
tinent to their ufurparions, 

' " '6thly. The faid kill, by holding 
forth a tender of pardon,' implies a 
criminality in our juftifiable refin- 
ance, and confequently, to treat 
under it would be an implied ac- 
knowledgment that the inhabitants 
of thefe States were, what Britairt 
hath declared them to be, Rebels. 

" 7thly. The inhabitants of theft 
States being claimed by them as 
fubjects, they may Infer, from the 
nature of the negociarion now pre- 
tended to be fet on foot, that the 
faid inhabitants would of right be 
afterwards bound by fuch laws as 
they mould make. Wherefore any 
agreement entered int6 on fuch nd- 
gociation might at any future time, 
be repealed. And 

" 8thly. Becaufe the faid Bill 
purports, that the Cdmmiffioriers 
therein mentioned may treat with 
private individuals ; a meafure highly 
derogatory to the dignity of natibnal 
character. 

*« From all which it appears evi- 
dent to your Commitcee, that the 
faid Bills are intended to operate 
upon the hopes and fears of the gocnl 
people of thefe States, fo as to create 
divifions among them, and a de- 
fection from the Common caufe, now* 
by the blefling of Divine Providence 
drawing near to a favourable iflue. 
That they are the fequel of that in- 
fidious plan, which, from the days of 

the 
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the^S*tanip-a£t. f down to the prefent 
lime,, hath involved this country in 
contention and blood fhed. And that, 
as in other cafes To in this, although 
circumftances may force them at. 
times to recede from their unjufti- 
fiable claims, there can be no doubt 
but they will, as heretofore, upon 
the firit favourable occafion, again 
difplay that lu/l of domination, 
which hath rent in twain the mighty 
empire of Britain. 

" Upon the whole matter, the 
Committee beg leave to report it as 
their opinion, that as the Americans 
united in this arduous contefl upon 
principles of common intereft, for 
tie defence of common rights and 
privileges, which union hath been 
cemented by common calamities, 
and by mutual good offices and af- 
fectum, fo the great caufe for whch. 
they contend, and in which all man- 
kind are iuterefled, muft derive its 
iiiccefs from the continuance of that 
union. Wherefore any man or body 
of men* who ftould prefume to make 
any feparate or partial convention or* 
agreement with Commiffioners under 
the crown of Great-Britain, or any 
of them, ought to be confidered and 
treated as open and avowed enemies 
of thefe United States. 

" And further, your Committee 
beg leave to report it as their opi- 
nion, That thefe United State* can r 
not, with propriety, hold any con- 
ference with any Commiflioners on 
the part qY Great-Britain, unlefs they 
ffcall, as a preliminary thereto, either 
withdraw their fleets and armies, or 
elfc, in pofitive and exprefs terms* 
acknowledge the Independence of 
the faid States. 

" And inafmnch as it appears- ta 
be the defign of the enemies of thefe 
States to lull them into a fatal fecu- 
rity — to the end that they may acl 
with a becoming weight and im- 
portance, it is the opinion of your 
Committee, That thefeveral States 
be called upon to* ufe the moll' fire* 



nuous exertions to have fteir re. 
fpecYive quotas of continental troops), 
in the field as foon as pomble, and 
that all the militia of the faid States 
be herd in readineA, to aft as occa*' 
fton may require." 

This report being read* and de-. 
bated by paragraphs, was agreed to 
unanimoufly, and publifhed. 

On the next day Congrefs came; 
to the following resolution : 

" Whereas perfuafion and influ- 
ence, the example of the deluded or 
wicked, the fear Of danger, or the 
calamities of war, may have induced 
feme of the fubie&s of thefe States 
jo join, aid, or abet theBritiih forces* 
in America; and though now defurous 
of returning to their duty, and anxi- 
dufly wifhing to be received and re- 
united to their country, they may be 
deterred by the fear of punifhment ; 
and whereas the people of thefe 
States are ever more ready to reclaim 
than to abandon, to mitigate than to 
increafe the horrors of war, to pardon 
than to punifh offenders : 

" Refolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the legiflatures of the 
feveral States to pals laws, or to the" 
executive authority of each Stace, 
if in veiled with fufficient power, to? 
ifTue Proclamations offering pardon, 
with fuch exceptions, and under fuch 
limitations and reibridtipns, as the 
feveral States mall think expedient^ 
to fuch of their inhabitants or Tub* 
jectswho have levied war again ft any 
of thefe States,, or who have ad- 
hered to, aided or abetted the ene- 
my, and who (hall furrender them- 
felves to any civil or military officer 
of any of thefe States, and fhall re- 
turn to the State to which they may 
belong before the lothdayof June 
next : and it is recommended to the- 

tood and faithful citizens of thefe 
tates to receive fuch returning 
pentents with corapaffion and mercy, 
and to forgive and bury in oblivion 
their paft failings and tranfgreffions.'* 
" On the ad of May, Mr. Simeon 
G a Deane 
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Deane arrived at York- town, with 
copies of the treaties with France, 
which were ratified on the 4th, and 
on the 8th the following addrefs was 
ihade to the people of America ; 
*' Friends and Countrymen , 
€t Three years have now pailed 
away fince the commencement of the 
jJrefent war. A war without pa- 
rallel in the annals of mankind. It 
Kath difplayed a fpeclacle the mod 
iblemn that can poflibly be exhibited. 
On one fide, we behold fraud and 
violence labouring in the fervice of 
defpotifm ; on the other,, virtue and 
fortitude fupporting and eftablifhing 
the rights of human nature. 

4 * You cannot but remember how 
reluctantly we were dragged into this 
arduous conteft ; and how 'repeatedly, 
with the earneftnefs of humble in- 
treaty, we fupplicated a redrefs of 
our grievances from him who ought 
to have been the father of his people 
In vain did we implore his pro- 
jection : in vain appeal to the juftice, 
the geneaoflty, or Engliihmen — of 
men who had been the guardians, 
the aflertbrs and vindicators of li- 
berty through a fucceflron of ages ; 
'men, who, with their fwords, had 
•ftablifhed the firm barrier of free- 
dom, and cementedit with the blood 
of heroes. Every effort was vain. 
For, even whilft we were proftrated 
at the foot of the throne, that fatal 
blow was ftruck, which hath fepa- 
rated us for ever. Thus fpurned, 
contemned, and infulted — thus dri- 
ven by our enemies into meafhres 
which our fouls abhorred — we made 
a' folemn appeal to the tribunal of 
unerring Wifdom and Juftice — ro 
that Almighty Ruler of Princes, 
whofe kingdom is over all. 

" We were then quite defencelefs. 
Without arms, without ammunition, 
without cloathing, without mips, 
without money, without officers 
flailed in war; with no other re- 
liance but the bravery of our people,- 
and'*the juftice of GUI' cauie, We 



had to contend with a nation great 
in arts and in arms, whofe fleets co- 
vered the ocean, whofe banners harf 
waved in triumph through every 
quarter of the globe. However 
unequal' this conteft, our weaknefs 
was Hill farther increafed by the ene- 
mies which America had nourifhed 
in her boibm. Thus expofed, on 
the one hand, .to external force anct 
internal divifions ; on the other, to 
be compelled to drink of the bitter 
cup of flavery, and to go forrowing 
all our lives long; in this fad al- 
ternative, we chofe the former. Ta 
this alternative we were reduced by 
men, who, had they been animated 
by one fpark of generofity> would 
have difdained to take fuch mean 
advantage of our fituation ; or, had 
they paid the leaft regard to the rules: 
of juftice, would have confidered 
with abhorrence a propofition • to in- 
jure thofe who had faithfully fought 
their battles, and induftrioufly con- 
tributed to rear the edifice of their 
glory. 

u But, however great the in- 
justice of our foes in commencing; 
this war, it is by no means equal to 
the cruelty with which they have 
conducted it. The courfe of their 
armies is marked by rapine and 
devaftation. Thoufands, without 7 
diftinetion of age or fex, have been, 
driven from their peaceful abodes, 
to encounter the rigours of incle- 
ment feafons ; and the face of Hea- 
ven hath been infulted by the wanton 
conflagration of defencelefs towns. 
Their victories ,have been followed 
by the cool murder of men no longer 
able to refift ; and thofe who efcaped 
from the firft act of carnage, have 
been expofed, by cold, 'hunger, and 
nakednefs, to wear out a miferablc 
exiftence in the tedious hoars of con- 
finement, or to become the deftroyers 
of their countrymen, of their friends, 
perhaps, dreadful idea, -of their pa- 
rents or children ! Nor was this the 
outrageous barbarity^of an individual, 

but 
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bat a fyflem of deliberate malice, 
damped with the concurrence of the 
Brittfh legiflature, arid fanctioned 
with all the formalities of law,. Nay, 
determined to diftblve the clofeft 
bonds of fociety, they have Simu- 
lated fervants to flay their mafters in 
the peaceful hour of domeftic fecu- 
rity. And, as if all this were in- 
efficient to flake their thirft of bloo'd, 
the blood of brothers, of unoffending 
brothers, they have excited the In- 
dians againft us ; and a general, who 
calls himfelf a ChrifUan, a follower 
. o"f the merciful Jefus, hath dared to 
proclaim to all the world his inten- 
tion of letting loofe againft us whole 
hofts of favages, whofe rule of war- 
fare 11 promifcuous carnage, who 
rejoice to murder the, infant fmiling 
in its mother's arms, to inflict on 
their prifoners the molt excruciating 
torments, and exhibit fcenes of hor- 
ror from which nature recoils. 

*' Were it pofEble, they would 
have added to this terrible fyflem, 
for they have offered the inhabitants 
of thefe States to be exported by 
their merchants to the fickly, baneful 
climes of India, there to periih. An 
offer not accepted, of, merely from 
the impracticability of carrying it 
into execution. 

" Notwithstanding thefe great 
provocations, we have treated fuch 
of them as fell into our hands with 
tendernefs, and fludioufly endea- 
voured to alleviate the afflictions 
of their captivity. This conduct we 
have purfued fo far, as to be by them 
fligmatized with cowardice, and by 
our friends- with folly. But our de- 
pendence was not upon man. It was 
upon Him who hath commanded us 
to love our enemies, and tq render 
good for eviL And what can be 
more wonderful than the manner of 
our deliverances? How often have 
we been reduced to diflrefs, and yet 
been raifed up ? When the means to 
profecute the war have been wanting 
to us, have npt our foes- themfclves 



been rendered inftrumental in pro- 
viding them ? This hath been done 
in fuch a variety of inflances, (6 
peculiarly marked almoft by the di- 
rect interpoiition of Providence, that 
not to feel and acknowledge hi* 
protection, would be the height of 
impious ingratitude. 

" At length that God of Battles, 
in whom was our truft, hath conduct- 
ed us through the paths of danger 
and diflrefs tp the threfholds of fecu- 
rity. It hath now become morally 
certain, that, if we have courage to> 
perfevere, we fhall eftablifh our liber- 
ties and independence.— The haughty 
Prince, who fpurned us from his feet 
with contumely and difdain,— and 
the Parliament which profcribed us, 
now defcend to offer terms of accom- 
modation. Whilft in the full career 
of victory, they pulled ofFthemaOc* 
and avowed their intended defpdtifm *. 
but, having laviflied in vain the blood 
and treafure of their fubjects in pur- 
fuit of this execrable purpofe, they 
now endeavour to enfnare us withthe- 
infidious offers of peace. They would 
feduce you into a dependence, which, 
necefftrily, inevitably leads to the 
molt humiliating fuvery. And do 
they believe that you will -accept thcie 
fatal terms i Becaufe you have fuirer- 
ed the diftrefles of war, do they 
fuppofe that you will bafely lick the 
duft before the feet of your deftroy- 
ers ? Can there be an American fo 
loft to the feelings which adorn human, 
nature ? To the generous pride, the 
elevation, the dignity of freedom ? 
Is there a man who would not abhor 
a dependrnce upon thoie who have? 
deluged his country in rii« blood of 
its inhabitants ? We cannot fuppofe, 
this ; neither it it pofiib!e*that they 
themfelves can expect to make many 
converts. What then is their inten- 
tion ? Is it not to lull you with the 
fallacious hopes of peace, until they 
can aflemble new armies to.profecut* 
their nefarious defigns? If this is 
not the cafe, why do they drain, every 
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B'enre to levy men throughout their 
iflands ? Why do they meanly court 
«ach little tyrant of Europe to fell 
them his unhappy flaves ? Why do 
the^ continue to embitter the minds 
of the favages agalnft you ? Surely 
this is not the way to conciliate the 
affections of America. Be not, there- 
fore, deceived. You have ftili to 
expect one fevere conflict. Your fo- 
reign alliances, though they fecure 
jour Independence, cannot fecure your 
country from defolation, your habi- 
tations from plunder, your wives from 
infult or violation, nor your children 
from butchery. Foiled in their prin- 
cipal delign, you mall expect to feel 
the rage of disappointed ambition. 
Arifethen! To your tents! And 
gird you for the battle ! It is time 
to turn the headlong current of ven- 
geance upon the head of the deitroyer. 
They have filled up the meafure of 
their abominations, and like ripe 
fruit muft fon drop from the tree. 
Although much is done, yet much 
remains to do. Expect not peace; 
whilft an> corner of America is in 
pofTeffion of your foes. You muft 
drive them away from this land of 
promife, a land flowing indeed with 
milk and honey. Your brethren at 
the extremities . of the continent al- 
ready implore your friendfhip and 
protection. It is your duty to grant 
their requeft. They hunger and thirft • 
after liberty. Be it yours to difpenfe 
to them the heavenly gift. And 
itfhat is there now to prevent it ? 

" After the unremitted efforts of 
our enemies, we are fhonger than 
before. Nor can the wicked emiffa- 
ties, who fo afliduoufly labour to pro- 
mote their caufe, point out any one 
reafon to fuppofe that we fhall not 
receive 'daily accefiions of ftrength. 
They tell you, it is irue, that your 
money is of no value ; and your debts 
fo enormous, they can never be paid. 
But we tell you, that if Britain pro . 
{ecutes the war another campaign, 
that finglc campaign will coit her 



more than we have hitherto expended. 
And yet thefe men would prevait 
upon you to take up that immenfe 
load, and for it to facrifice your 
deareft rights. For, furely, there is 
no man fo abfurd' as to fuppofe, that 
the leaft fhadow of liberty can be 
preferved in a dependent connexion 
with Great-Britain. From the na- 
ture of the thing it is evident, that 
the only fecuriry you could obtain, 
would be the juitfee and moderation 
of a. Parliament, who have folil the 
rights of their own condiments.' 
And this flender fecurity is ftill farther 
weakened, by the consideration that 
it was pledged to rebels, fas. they 
unjuftly call the good people of thefa 
States) with wljom they think they 
are not bound to keep faith by any 
law whatfoever. Thus would you 
be call bound among men, whofe 
minds, (by your virtuous re/iflance) 
have been fharpened to the fceehenf 
edge of revenge. Thus would your 
children, and your children's chil- 
dren, be, by you, forced to a parti- 
cipation in all their debts, their wars^ 
their luxuries, and their crimes. And 
this mad, this impious fyflem they' 
would lead you to adopt, beCaufe of 
the derangement of your finances. 

" It becomes you deeply to reflecY 
on this fubject.^ Is there a country 
on earth, which hath fuch refources" 
for the payment of her debts as 
America? Such an extensive terri- 
tory ? So fertile, fo blefTed in its 
climate and productions ? Surely 
there is none. Neither is there any 
to which the wife Europeans will" 
fooner confide their property. What 
then are the reafons that your money- 
hath depreciated ? Becaufe no taxes 
have been impofed to carry on the 
war. Becaufe your commerce hath 1 
been interrupted by your enemy's 
fleets. Becaufe their armies have 
ravaged and defolated a part of your 
country. Becaufe their agents have 
villainoufly counterfeited your bills. 
Becaufe extortioners among you, in-" 
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flamed with the luft of gain, have 
added to the price of every article of 
life. And becaufe weak men have 
been artfully led to believe that it is of 
no value. How is thisdangerousdifeafe 
to be remedied ? Lee thofe among 
you, who have leifure and opportu- 
nity, collect the monies which indi- 
viduals in their neighbourhood are 
defirous of placing in the public 
funds. Let the Several legislatures 
fink their refpective emiflions, that 
fo, there being but one kind of bills, 
there may be Tefs danger of counter- 
feits. Refrain a little while from 
purchafing thofe things which are not 
abfolutely neceflary, that fo thofe 
who have engrofled commodities may 
fvffer (as they defervedly will) the 
lofs, of their ill-gotten hoards, by 
xeafon of the commerce with foreign 
nations, which their fleets will pro- 
tect. Above all, bring forward your 
armies into the field. Truft not to 
appearances of peace or fafety. Be 
allured that, unlefs you perfevere, 
you will be expofed to every fpecies of 
barbarity. But if you exert the 
means of defence which God and na- 
ture have given you, the time will foon 
arrive when every man (hall fit under 
his own vine and under his own fig- 
tree, and there /ball be none to make 
bini afraid. 

** The fweets of a free commerce 
with every part of the earth will foon 
reimburfe you for all the lofies you 
have fufiained. The full tide of 
wealth will flow in upon your mores, 
free from the arbitrary impofitions 
of thofe whofe intereft and whofe 
declared policy it was to check your 
growth. Your interefts will be foftered 
and nourifhed by governments that 
derive their power from your grant, 
and will therefore be obliged, by the 
influence of cogent neceflity^to exert 
it in your favour. 

** It is to obtain thefe things that 
we call for your ftrenuous, unremitted 
exertions. Yet do not believe that you 
fcave been or can be faved merely by 



your own urength. No; it is by # 

the aflHhnce ofHeaven, and this yoa" 
mud affiduoufly cultivate by acts 
which Heaven approves. Thus {hall the 
power a*rfd the happinefs of thefe fo- 
vereign, free and independent States, 
founded on the virtue of their citi- 
zens, increafe, extend and endure, 
until the Almighty fhall blot out all 
the empires of the earth." 

On the 6th of June the Congrefs 
received a letter of the 27 th of 
May from Lord Howe, and one of 
the 3d of June from General Clin- 
ton, accompanied with three acts of 
Parliament : they were as follows ; 

Philadelphia, May 27. 1 778, 

Sir, 
" Having, by a packet juft ar- 
rived from Great-Britain, received 
the King's commands to tranfmit to 
the Congrefs, and the Commander 
in Chief of their troops, the copies 
of two Acts, parted this feffion of 
Parliament, for quieting the difor- 
ders now fubfifting in thefe colonies, 
and preparing the way for the return 
of peace, I embrace the earlieft op- 
portunity to forward the inclofed co- 
pies of thofe Acts, and of one other 
Act relating to the government of 
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, 
for trie information of the Congrefs 
thereon ; moft fincerely hoping this 
communication will be productive of 
the defired good effefls. 1 am, with 
due confideration, Sir, 

Your moil obedient fervant, 

Howe.*' 
Henry Laurens , Efq. Prefident of lh$ 

Congrefs. 

Head-Quarten, Philadelphia, June 3, 

1778. 

Sir, 
" I am directed to tranfmit to 
Congrefs, and the Commander in 
Chief of their troops, printed copies 
of three Conciliatory Acts of Parlia- 
ment : let me add my moft fincere 
wiihes, that thay may produce the 
defireable 
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iefirable effeft which is hoped from 
chem. I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient, and 
Molt humble fervant, 

H. Clinton." 
Henry Laurens, Efq* Prefident of the 
Congrefim ' 

*« An Acl for repealing an Acl, fajfed 
in the fourteenth year of his prefent 
Majefty 7 s reign, intituled^ An Atl 
for the better regulating the govern- 
ment of the province of the Moffa- 
' chufetts-Bay, in New -England. 

xt Whereas the province of' the 
Maffrchufetts-Bay had for many years 
been governed under a charter, grant- 
ed by their late Majeflies King' Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary,; and whereas 
an Ait, palled in the fourteenth year 
of his prefent Majefly's reign, inti- 
tuled, An Aft for the better regu- 
lating the government of the pro- 
vince of the Maflachufetts-Bay, in 
"New-England, has been found to 
create great uneafinefles in the minds 
of the inhabitants of the faid pro- 
vince, and has occafioned jealoufles 
and apprehenfions of danger to their 
. liberties and rights in feveral other of 
the colonies and plantations in North- 
America : For quieting and extin- 
guifhing fuch uneafinefles and appre- 
henfions, be it enafted by the King's 
moft excellent Majefty, by and with 
the advice and confent of the Lords 
Spiritual and temporal, and Com- 
.mons, in this prefent Parliament 
aflembled, and by the authority of 
the feme, That, from and after the 
parting of this Aft, the faid Aft, of 
the fourteenth year of the reign of 
his prefent Majefty," be, and the fame 
is hereby repealed. " 

" An a P. for removing all doubts and 
apprehenfions concerning taxation by 
the Parliament of Great-Britain in 
any of the colonies, provinces, and 
plantations in North-America, and 
the Weft-India ; and for repealing 



fo much of an Ac7 9 made in the fe~ 
<venth year of the reign of his prefent 
Majefty a as impofes a duty on tea 
imported from Great-Britain int* 
any colony or plantation in America, 
or relates thereto* 

*' Whereas taxation by the Parlia- ' 
ment of Great-Britain, for the pur- 
pofe of raifing a revenue" in his Ma- 
jefly's colonies, provinces, and plan- 
tations, in North- America, has been 
found by experience to occafion great 
uneafinefles and diforders among his 
Majefly's faithful fubjefts, who may 
neverthelefs be difpofed to acknow- 
ledge the juftice of contributing to 
the common defence of the empire, 
provided fuch contribution would be 
raifed under the authority of the Ge- 
neral Court, or General AfTembly, 
of each refpeftive colony, province, 
or plantation : and whereas, in order 
as well to remove the faid uneafi- 
nefles, and to quiet the minds of his 
Majefly's fubjefts who may be dif- 
pofed to return to their allegiance, as 
to reftore the peace and welfare of all 
his Majefly's dominions, it is expe- 
dient to declare that the King and 
Parliament of Great-Britain will not 
impofe any duty, tax, or afleflment, 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in 
any of the colonies, provinces, or 
plantations: may it pleafe your Ma- 
jefly, that it may be declared and 
enafted; and it is hereby declared 
and enafted by the King's mofl ex- 
cellent Majefty, by and with the' ad- 
vice and confent of the Lords fpi- 
ritual and temporal, and Commons, 
in this prefent Parliament aflembled, 
and by the authority of the fame,- 
That, from and after the pafling of 
this Aft, the King and Parliament of 
Great-Britain will not impofe any 
duty, tax, or afleftment whatever, x 
' payable in any of his Majefly's colo- 
nies, provinces, and plantations, in 
North- America, or the Weft-Indies ; 
except only fuch duties as it may be 
expedient to impofe for the regula- 
tion of commerce; the net produce 
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tif-fnoh Aides to fce^Iways- paid and 
applied to and for the ufe of the co- 
lony, province, or plantation, in 
which the fame fhail be refpedtively 
kvied,-in Aich manner as other duties, 
oollefted by the .authority of the re r 
fpective Qeperal Courts or General 
Aflemblies of fuch colonies, pro- 
vinces; or plantations, are ordinarily 
paid and applied. 

** .And be H farther enacted by the 
authority a£ore{aid> That, from and 
after the patting of this act, made in 
the feventh year of his prefect M&- 
jefty's reign, intituled, " An, A£t 
for granting qerfain duties in the Bri- 
tish colonies and plantations in Anae-* 
rica; for allowing a drawback of the 
duties of cu floras upon the exporta- 
tion from this kingdom of coffee and 
cocoa nuts of the.prpduqe of the £)aioVT 
colonies or plantations ; lor diicoiui- 
nuing th« dcawU*ck?f ayable pn china 
earthen ^are . exported to America ; 
and for nlore effe&iully preventing, 
the ciaodfiftiae funning of goods in 
the &id colonies and plantations ; as 
irappfes a duty on tea imported from 
GreauBritain into any colony or plan- 
tation in America, or has relation to 
the laid duty, be, and the fame is 
hereby repealed*" , 

° An AB t* enable bit Majeft? U m£- 
pmnt Cpmmijjtomrt *with juffkient 
■ powers to treaty confulty and agree 
upon the mearts of quieting Jbe dif- 
$rden n&vy f^bjiflirtg in certain of 
the goltmiet, plant &tions y and pro- 
vinces *f ffortb- America, 
. «« For the quieting and extinguifh- 
iag of divers jealoufieaand mifappre- 
henfions of danger to their liberties, 
and legal rights, which have milled 
many pf his. Majefly** fubje&s in the 
colonies, provinces, and plantations 
of New-Hampflaire, Maftachufetts- 
Bay, Rhode - Jfland, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylva- 
nia, the Three LpwerCounties pn De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, South-Carolina, and Gear* 
Vol. VIII. 



giai and for a full maiufcftadon of 
the juft and. gracious purpofes of hisr 
Majefty, and his Parliament, to main.* 
tain and fecure all his fubjec*b in s 
dear and perfect enjoyment of fuch 
liberties and rights ; be it enacted b/ 
the King's mottexcellent Majefty, by 
and with the advice and confent of 
the Lords fpirhual and temporal, 
and Commons, in this prefent Par- 
liament aflembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the fame, that it mall and may 
be lawful for his Majefty, from timr 
to time, by letters patent under the 
great feal of Great-Britain, to autho- 
rifc and impower five able and fuffi- 
cient peribns, or any three of them, 
to treat, confult, and agree with fuck 
body or bodies political and corpo*. 
mte, or with fuch aflembly or aflero- 
blies pf men, or with any perfon or 
peribns whatfoeyer; of and concern-- 
ing any grievances, or complaints of 
grievances, exiting, or fuppofed to 
exift, in the government of any of, 
the faid colonies, provinces, or plan- 
tations refpeelively, or in the laws 
and ftatutes of this realm respecting 
the fame ; and of or concerning any 
aid or contribution to be furnifhed by ■ 
all or any of the (aid colonies, pro- 
vinces, or plantations refpcclively, 
for the common defence of this 
realm, and the dominions thereunto 
belonging; and of and concerning 
any other regulations, provifions,. 
matters, afnd things, neceflary or con* 
venient for the honour of his Majefty, . 
and his Parliament, and for the com* 
mop good of all hisfubjeds. 

*' Provided alfo, and be it further 
enadled and declared, That no regu- 
lation, provifioB, matter, or thing, 
fp propofed, treated, coafulted, or: 
agreed, mallJiave any Other force or 
effect, or be carried further into exe- 
cution, than is herein after mention- 
ed and provided*, until the fame mall 
have been confirmed by Parliament. 

" Provided alfo, and be itfurther 
ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, 
That in order to facilitate the g*od- 
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durpofes of this a&, h& fcfaj'efty may 
lawfully enable the faid Coittmi{ii6n- 
ers, or any three of them, from time 
fotime, to order and proclaim a eef- 
fetion of hoftUities 1 , 6ft the part-of his? 
Majefty's forces, by- Tea- or hrid; for 
any time, and under any conditions 
or reftri&kms ; and fuch order ah<l 
proclamation to revoke and annul in- 
the fame manner and form. 

- *♦ And be it further ena&ed, That 
it feall and may be lawful for hisMa- 
jefty, by fuch letters patent as afore-* 
&id, to authofife and im'powtr the- 
feid CofflnufTioners, or any ttyee of 
them, by proclamation under fheir 
nsfpe&ive hands and Teals, from time 
t0 time, to fufpend the operation and; 
efeft of a certain aft of Parliament,^ 
jnade and paiied in the fifteenth year 1 
of the reign of his prefent Majefty, 
for prohibiting all trade and inter- 
course with certain colonies and plan- 
tations therein named, and for the 
other purpofes therein alfo mention^ 
ed, or any of the provisions or peftrk- 
tions therein contained; fpecifying 
in fuch prochmatipnat what times 
and places refpeftively, apd with what 
exceptions and reflections, and under 
what pafles and clearances, in lieu of 
thofe heretofore directed by any a& 
or acts of Parliament for regulating 1 
the trade of the colonies or planta- 
tions, the faid fu/penfion Hal! take 
cifcft; and the faid fufpenfion and 
proclamation, h* the fame manner 
and form, to atfnul and revoke. 

- ♦« And be h further enacled by 
the authority afor-efaitf, That it ihatf 
and may be lawful for his Majefty, 
ty fuch letters patent as aforefakl, to 
air^horife and impower the faid Com- 
miffioners, or any three of them, to 
fnrpendin places, and for any times 
<kuing the continuance of this acl, 
the operation and efteft of any aft or 
a£ts of Parliament which have pafled 
flnce the tenth day of February, one; 
thoafand feven hundred and £xty- 
tbree, and which relate to any of his 
■Mayfly's faid colonies, provinces* or 



plantations, in North- America, ft* 
far as the fame does relate to them i 
or the operation and effect of any 
daufe, or any provifion or matter 
therein contained, fo far as fuch 
daufes* proviflon* or matters, ' relate 
to any of the faid colonies, provinces, 
Of plantations. 

«• And it is hereby ena&ed by the 
authority aforefaid, That it ffcatt and 
may be lawful for his Majefty, by 
ftith letters patent as afcrefaid, to 
authorife and impower the faid Com- 
mifioners, or any three of them, and 
they £re hereby authorised and im- 
pewered, to grant* jwdon-or par% 
dons to any number or defcription of 
perTon* within the faid colonic*, pro- 
vince^ er planktons- 

■«« And, that no lei or, hjneVaflce 
may hagpen fronat the vacancy of the 
oftee of Governor and Commander 
ift Chief in any of the faic} coUmufa, 
pa-evinces or plan«a*efta». refpe&tvely^ 
ox from the abfenee of ftfch oftoar 
from his government, be it forth** 
enacted by the authority afovefaid* 
That it fhaH and may be hwful for 
his Majefty, by fuch letters |iate« aw 
aforefaid, to authoiife and impower 
the faid-Commiffiotters, or any three 
qf them, in any of the *^d colonies^ 
provinces or plantations, refpe&iveiy* 
wherein his Majefty hath ufually 
heretofore nominated and appointed 
a Governor, to nominate and ap- 
point t from lime to time, by an in- 
ftrument under their hands and feak, 
a proper peribn to be the Governor 
and Commander in Chief* in and for 
any fuch colony, province, or plan- 
tation : to have, hold, and excrafe 
the faid office of Governor and Com* 
mander in Chief irt and for fuch co- 
lony or plantation refpe&ively, with 
all fuch powers and authorities as any 
Governor of (ach- province heretofore 
appointed by his Majefty might, or 
could haVe exercifed, in as full and 
ample manner and form as if fuch 
, Governor and Commander in Chief 
had been nominated an4 ay pointed 
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hy hi* Majefty** letters patent or coaa- 
miitions and for that purpofe, if need 
be, to revoke, annul, and make void, 
any commiffion or letters patent here- . 
t afore granted for appointing as/ 
fucb Governor and Commander in 
Chief* 

*• And be it farther enacted, That 
this act fhall continue to be in force 
until the firft day of June* one thou- 
fand fevenhundredandfeventy-nine*" 

To which the following anfwers 
were returned : 

TorA+to*wn> June 6, 1778. 
" My Lord, 

" I have had the honour of laying 
yotr Lordihip's letter of the 27th of 
May, with the acb of the Britifh Par- 
liament hick) fed, before Congrefs ; 
and I am instructed to acquaint your 
Lordfhip, that they have already ex* 
preffed their fentimenta upon bills, 
not eflentaally different from thofe 
ads, in a publication of the 2 ad of 
April laft. 

" Your Lordfhip may be attired, 
that when the King of Great Britain 
flull be.ferioufly difpofed to put an 
end to the unprovoked and cruel war 
waged againft thefe United States, 
Congrefc will readily attend to fuch 
terms of peace as may confift with 
the honour of independent nations, 
the uuereJc of their constituents, and 
the (acred regard they mean to pay to 
treaties. I am, my Lord, with all 
due consideration, 

Your Lord&ip's 

moil obedient Servant, 

Hknry I*Atra*Nf, 
Preiideat of Congrefs/' 
Lerd Hew** 



Sir, 



Tbrt~to<wn, June 6 , 1778. 



" I have had the honour of laying 
your letter of the ad inftant, with 
the a£b ^ the Bntifh Parliament 
which came inclbfed, before Con- 
grafs; and I am .inltrucled to ac- 
quaint you, Sir, that they have al- 
tcady expire^ their fcnuments upoa 



bills, not eflentially different from 
thefe a&s,in a publication of the aid 
of April lafl, 

** Be aflured, Sir, when the King. 
of Great-Britain ihall be ferioufly 
difpofed to put an end to the unpro- 
voked and cruel war waged againit 
thefe United States, Congrefs will 
readily attend to fuch terms of peace 
as may confift with the honour of in- 
dependent nations, the intereft of 
their conftituents, and the facred re- 
gard, they mean to pay to treaties. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your mofl obedient, and 

moft humble fervant, 

Henry Laurens, 
Prefident of Cohgrefi.*' 
His Excellency Sir Hen. Clinton* K. B* 
Philadelphia. 

On the 13th of June a letter 
of the 9th was received from Lord 
Carlifle, William Eden, and George 
Johnflone, Efquires, with copies. o( 
the three ails above mentioned, and 
of a commit on from the King of 
Great-Britain to the Earl of CarTide, 
Lord Vifcount Howe, Sir William 
Howe, or in his abfence Sir Henry 
Clinton, William Eden, and-George 
Johnflone ; the letter was as follows ; 
" Gentlemen, 
" With an earneft defire toitop the 
further effufion of blood and the cala- 
mities of war, we communicate to 
you, with the leafl poffible delay after 
our arrival in this city, a copy of the> 
commiflion with which .his Majcfty is 
pleafed to honour us, as alfo the acts 
of Parliament on which it is founded* 
And, at the fame time that we allure 
you of our moil earneft defire to re- 
eftablilh, on the bafis of equal free- 
dom and mutual fafety, the tranquil 
lity of this once happy empire, yoij 
will obftrve that we are veiled with 
powers equal to thepurpofe, and fuch 
as are even unprecedented in the an- 
nals of our hiftory. 

4€ In the prefent ftate of our affairs, 
though fraught with fubjedU of mu- 
ll a tual 
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ftiat regret, all parties may draw 
fomedegree of confolatron, and even 
aufpicious hope, from the recollection 
that cordial reconciliation and affec- 
tion have, in our own and other em- 
pires, fucceeded to contentions and 
temporary divifions, not Iefs violent 
than thofe we now experience* 

*< We wifh not to recall fubjeels 
\Vhich are now no longer m control 
verfy, and will referve to a proper 
time of difccflion, both the hopes of 
mutual benefit, anoV the confideration 
of evils, that may naturally contri- 
bute to determine your refolations, as 
well as oar own, on this important 
cccafion, ; 

. " The a&« of Parliament wihicfc 
we tranfmit to you having patted with 
lingular unanimity, will fufftcientiy 
evince the difpontion of Great- Bri- 
tain, and fhew that the terms of a- 
greement in contemplation with his 
Majefty and with Parliament are fuch 
as come up. to every wifh that North- 
America, either in the hour of tem- 
perate deliberation or of the ctmoft 
apprehenfion of danger to liberty, 
has exprefled. 

" More effettnally.to demoftftrate 
our good intentions, we think proper 
to declare, even in this our firfl com- 
munication, that we are difpofed t to 
concur in every fatiRfaclory and juft t 
arrangement towards the following 
among other purpofes : 

** 'J*o confent to a cefTation of 
hoftilities, both by fea and land. 

*■* To reAore free intercourfe, to 
revive mutual affefiion, and renew 
the common benefits of naturalisa- 
tion, through the feveral parts of this 
. empire. 

** To extend every freedom to 
trade that our refpeclive interefts can 
require, 

"To agree that no military force* 
(hall be kept up in the different Aate« 
of North- America, without the con- 
fent of the GeneraJi Congrefs or parti- 
cular aiTemblies, 



***To concur in meafare* cafcuv 
lated to difcharge the debts of Ame" 
rica, and to raife the credit and value: 
of the paper circulation. 

u To perpetuate out union by a 
reciprocal deputation of an agent or 
agents from the different dates, who* 
ihall have the privilege of a feat and 
Voice in the Parliament of Great*' 
Britain ; or, if fern from Britain*; in 
that cafe to have a feat and voice inv* 
the Affemblies of the different States 
to which they may be deputed re^' 
fpteclivery, in order to, attend the Se- 
veral interests of thofe by whom they 
are deputed. 

*• Jn.ffrort; to eifebiiflt the power* 
of the refpeftive legiflatures in each: 
particular flate, to fettle its revenue, ■■ 
its civil and military elbblifhment, -. 
aird to exercife a perfect freedom of 
legiflation and infernal government, 
fo that the Britifh ftetes throughout 
North-- America, afting with us in' 
peace and .war under one common- 
Sovereign, may have the irrevocable. 
enjoyment of every privilege, that iar 
fhort of a total feparatiort of interefts, 
or confiftent with that union of force, 
on which the fafety of our common 
religion and liberty depends. 

** In our anxiety for preferving" 
thofe facred and eflenrial interefts,' we 
cannot help taking notice of the infi-^ 
diou* interpofition of a power, which * 
has, from the ffrft fettlement of'thefe 
colonies, been actuated with enmity 
to us both. .And notwjthftanding the 
pretended date or prefent form of the 
French offers to North-America, yet 
it is notorious 1 that there were made* 
in confequence of the plans <5f ac- 
commodation previoufly concerted in 
Great-Britain, and with a view to 
prevent our reconciliation, and to 
prolong this deftrufUve war. * 

"But we truflt that the inhabitants 1 
of North- America, connected with "us 
by the neareft ties of confanguinity, 
fpeaking the famfc language, incereft- 
1 id in the prefemrioa of fimilar infti-; 
* - '* ' -"■ -tutkmfr. 
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rations', remembering the former hap- 
py intercourfe of good offices, and 
forgetting recent animofities, -will 
fllrink from the thought of becoming ' 
a}i acceffion of force to our late mu- 
tual enemy, and will prefer a Arm, a 
free and perpetual coalhiorr with the 
parent ftite, to an inftncere ami un- 
natural foreign alliance. 

" This difpaEch wrH be delivered 
ID you by Doctor Fergufon, the Se- 
cretary to his Majefty^s Commiffion. 
And for further explanation and dif- 
cuffion of every fubje£l of difference. 
We defire to meet with you, either 
colle&ively or by deputation,, at New- 
York, Philadelphia, York-Town, or 
fuch other place as you may propofe* 
We think it right, however, to ap- 
prize'you-, that his Majefty's inftruc- 
tiojfs, as well as our own defire to 
remove from the immediate feat of 
war, in the active' Operations of which 
Wecannot take any part, may induce 
ws fpeedily to remove to New-York ; 
but the Commander in Chief of hrs 
Majefty's land forces, who is joined 
with us in this Commiffion, will, if 
h Ihould become eligible, either con- 
cur with us in a fufpenfion of hoftili- 
ties, or will furnifh all neceffary paff- 
ports and- fafe conduct to facilitate 
our meeting, and we fhail of courfe 
expect the fame of you. 

• c If, after the time that may be 
neceflary to confider this communica- 
tion and tranfmit your anfwer, the 
horrors and devaluations of war fhould 
continue, we call God and the world 
towitnefs, that the evils which niuft 
follow, are not to be imputed to 
Great-Britain : and we cannot, with- 
out the moft real fbrrow, anticipate 
the profpect of calamities, which wc 
feel the mdft ardent defire to prevent. 
We are, with perfect refpect, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moil obedient 

and moil humble fervants, 

Philadelphia, Carlisle, 
ythjune> Wm, Eden, * 
J776# Geo. Johnston*." 



To hit Excellency l H i n r y L a u r frf $ */ 
the Preftdent, and other the Member* 

* ofCcngrcfs* 

**■ Gentlemen, 
" The difpatch indofed with thi» 
was carried this morning to the neare/t 
pod of General Wafhington's army 
by Doclor Ferguson, Secretary to ht» ' 
Majefty's Comrmffion for refloring- 
peace, &c. but he not finding a pafl- 
port, has returned to this place. I» : 
order to avoid every nnneceflary de- 
lay, we now again fend it by the or- 
dinary conveyance of your military 
pofto. As foon as the pafTport arrives, 
Doctor Fergufon mail wait upon yout 
according to our firft arrangement. 
We are, with perfect refpect, 
- Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient 

and moft humble fervants # 
Carlisle, 
Philadelphia, Wm. Eden", 
June* 177&. Geo. Johnstone.'* 

The Commiffion was as follows : 
** Georce the Third, by the grace, 
of God, of Great-Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the , 
Faith, &c. 
" To our right trufty and right well- 
beloved coufm and counfellor Fre- 
derick Earl of Cariifle, Knight of 
the moft ancient Order of the 
Thiftle ; our right tnrfty and well- 
beloved cotrfm and courrfdlor Rich- 
ard' Lord Vrfcount Howe, of our 
kingdom of Ireland; our trufty 
and weH-beloved Sir WilK Howe, 
Knight of the moft honourable 
Order of the Bath, Lieutenant- 
general of our forces, General'- 
and Commander in Chief of all 
and Angular our forces employed, 
or to be employed within our co- 
lonies in North-America, lying 
upon jche Atlantic ocean, iron* ' 
Nova Scotia on the North to Weft- 
Florida on the South, both inclu- ' 
" five; William Eden, Efq. one of 
our Commiflioners for trade and 
plantations; and George John- 
ftone, Efq. Captain io our royal ^ 
navy, Greeting ; ! 

•* Whereas, ia and by our coca . 
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miffion and lctten patent, under our 

freat fcal of Great-Britain, bearing 
ate on or about the 6th day of May, 
in the 16th year of our reign* we did, 
out of our eameft defire to deliver all 
our fubjecls and every part of the do- 
minions belonging to our crown from 
the calamities of war, and to reilore 
them to our- protection and peace v 
nominate and appoint our tight trufty 
and well-beloved coufin Bnd coun- 
fellor Richard Lord Vifcount Howe, 
of our kingdom of Ireland, and our 
trufty and well-beloved Will. Howe, 
Ef^. now Sir William Howe, Knt* 
Knight of the Bath, Majorvgeneral 
of our forces, and General of our 
forces, in North-America only, and 
each of them, jointly and feverally, 
to be our Commif&oner and Com- 
tniflioners in that behalf, to fo per- 
form and execute all the powers and 
authorities in and by the faid com* 
millions and letters patent entrufted 
and committed to them, and each of. 
them, according to the tenor of fuch 
letters patent, and of fuch further 
inftrudlions as they fliould, From time 
to time, receive under our fignet or 
fign manual, to have, hold, execute 
and enjoy the faid office and place, 
.offices and places, of our Commif- 
fioner and Commiffioners, as therein 
mentioned, with all rights, members 
ajid appurtenances therenuto belong- 
ing, together with all and fingular 
the powers and authorities thereby 
granted unto them, the faid Lord 
Vifcount Howe, and General Wil- 
liam Howe, and each of them, for 
and during our will and pleafure.and 
so longer, in fuch manner and form, 
as in and by our faid recited com- 
iriiffion and letters patent, relation 
being thereunto had, may, among 
divers other things therein contained, 
more fully and at large appear. And 
whereas, for the quieting and extin- 
guifhing of divers jealoufies and ap- 
prehensions of danger to their liber- 
ties and rights, which have alarmed 
many of our fnbje£h in the colo- 
nies, provinces and. planutions of 



New-Hampmlre, Man\chufettS"B*y #v 
Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut* New-%. 
iYork, New-Jerfey, Pennfyrvania, 
with the three lower counties on De*. 
laware, Maryland* Virginia, North-, 
*. Carolina, South-Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, and for a fuller manifestation of 
our juft and gracious purposes and 
thofe of our Parliament, to maintain 
and fecure all our fubjecls in the clear "" 
and perfect enjoyment of their liber* 
ties and rights, it is, in and by a, 
certain act made and pa/Ted ip thia 
prefent fefOons of Parliament, intU,. 
tuled, ** An Act to enable his Xla->, 
jefty to appoint Commiffioners* with. 
fufficient power to treat, confuit and 
agree upon the means of quieting the 
diforders now fubfifting in certain of 
the colonies, plantations and provinces 
of North America*" among other 
things enacted, that it fhall and may 
be lawful for his Majefty, from time 
to time, by letters patent under the 
great feal of Great-Britain, to au- 
thorife and empower five able aud ( 
fufficient perfons, or any three of 
them, to do and perform fuch acts and 
things, and to ufe and. execute fuch 
authorities and powers as in the faid 
aft are for that purpofe mentioned, 
provided -and created. « And where** 
we are earneltty defirous to carryjnto! 
full and perfect execution the feveral / 
juft and gracious purpofes above*' 
mentioned; now know ye, That w£ 
have revoked and determined, and, 
by thefe prefents do revoke and de- 
termine our faid recited com million 
and letters patent, and all and every 
power, Authority, claufe, article and 
thing therein contained. And~ fur- 
ther know ye, That we, repofing 
efpecial rrufi and confidence in your 
wifdom, loyalty, diligence and cir- 
cumfpection in the management of 
the affairs to be hereby committed to 
your charge, have nominated and ap- 
pointed, conftituted andaffigne^ and 
by thefe prefehts we do nominate, ap- 
point, cortftitute and affign yt>u t th« 
faid Frederick Earl of Carlifle, Rich- 
ard Vifcount Howe, Sir William 

.Howe, 
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Koftte, William Bden, and George 
johnftone, or any three of you, to be 
our Coramiflioners in that behalf, to 
ufe and excrcife all and every the 
powers and authorities hereby entrust- 
ed and committed to you, the (aid Fre- 
derick Earl of Carlifle, ^Richard Vif- 
count Howe, Sir William Howe, Wm, 
Eden, George John (lone, or any three 
of you, dad to fo perform and exe- 
eute ail ocher matters and things here- 
by enjoined and committed to your 
care, during our will and pleafure, 
and no longer, according to the tenpr 
of thefe our letters patent, and of 
fech further conftrudions as you fhall, 
frem time to time, receive under our 
ignct or fign manual* And it is our 
royal-will and pleafure, and we do 
hereby aathoriie, empower and re- < 
qoire you, the faid Frederick Earl of 
Carlifle, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, William Eden, 
George Johnflone, or any three of 
yoq, to treat, confult and agree with 
fuch body or bodies politic and cor- 
porate, or with fuch aflembly or af- 
fefflblicv of men, or with fuch perfon- 
orperfons as you, the faid Frederick 
Earl of Carlifle, Richard Vifcount 
Howe, Sir William Howe, William 
Bden, George Johnflone, or any three 
pfyoa, fhall think meet and fufHcicnt 
fcr that purpofe, of and concerning 
any grievances, or complaints of 
grievances, exifting, or fnppofed to 
•xift, in the government of any of 
the. colonies, provinces or plantations 
above-mentioned refpeftively, or in 
toe laws and fbtutes of this realm, 
refpa&ing them or any of them, or 
of and concerning any aids or contri- 
butions to he furaifhed by any of the 
{aid colonies, provinces or plantations 
refpecYively, for the common defence 
of this rearm, and the dominions 
thereunto belonging ; and of and con- 
cerning any other regulations, jprovi- 
flons, matters and things, neceffary or 
convenient for the honour of us and 
our Parliament, and for the common 
good of all our Aibjffo, And. it it 



our further will and ple&furt, That 
every regulation, provifion„ matter 
or thing, which (hall have been agreed 
upon between you, the faid Frederick 
Earl of Carlifle, Richard Vifcount 
Howe, Sir William Howe, William 
Eden, George Johnflone, or any 
three of you, and fuch perfons or 
bodies politic as aforefaid, whom 
you or any three of you mall have 
judged meet and fufficient to enter 
into fuch agreement, (hall be fully 
and diftinclly fet forth in writing, 
and authenticated by the hands and 
feals of you, or any three of you* 
on one fide, and by fuch feals and 
other fign at u re on the other, as the 
occafion may require, and as may be 
fuitable to the character and authority 
of the body politic, or other perfon 
fo agreeing ; and fuch inflruments fa 
authenticated fhall be by you, or any 
three of you, tranfmitted to one of 
our principal Secretaries of State, ia 
order to be laid before our Parlia- 
ment, for the further and more nerfed 
ratification thereof; and until fuci 
ratification, no fuch regulation, pro- 
vifion, matter or thing, fhall have 
any other force or effect, or be car- 
ried further into execution than is 
hereafter mentioned. And we do 
hereby further authorife and empower 
you, the faid Frederick Earl of Car- 
lifle, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, William Eden» and 
George Johnflone, or any three of 
you, from time to time, as you, or 
any three of you, mail judge conve- 
nient, to order and proclaim a cef- 
fation of hoftilitfes on the part of our 
forces by fea or land, for . fuch time^ 
and under fuch conditions, reftric*- 
tions, or other qualifications, as in, 
your difcretions mail be thought re* 
quiftte, and fuch order and procla* 
mation to revoke and annul in the; 
fame manner and form* And it 1% 
our further will and pleafure, and 
we do hereby require and command 
all our officers and minifters, civil and 
military, and all other our loving fub* 

jeds, 
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i 5t5$ whatFbevTer, to obferve and obey 
all fuch proclamations refpe&ively. 
^ndwe do hereby, in further pur- 
suance of :the faid aft of Parliament, . 
and of the proyifiQns therein contain- 
ed, authorife.and impower you, the 
faid Frederick Earl of Carlifle, jiich- 
ard Vifcount Howe, Sir William 
Howe, William Eden, and George 
Johnftone, or any three of you, by 
proclamation under your refpe&ive 
Jtands and jfeals, from time to time, 
as you mall fee convenient to fufpend 
the operation and effect of a certain 
.act of EadiAment, made and patted 
in the 16th year of our reign, for 
prohibiting alidade and intercourfe 
with certain colonies and plantations 
therein named, and' for the other 
purpofes. jcherein alfo mentioned, or 
any of the provifions cr rejtri&ions 
therein contaioed, and therein to fpe- 
<ify at'what time arid places *efpcc- 
tiveJy.» and with what exceptions and. 
reftriOjons,, arvd under what patfes- 
and clearances* in lieu of thofe here- 
tofore, dire^ed by any aft or acts of 
Parliament for regulating the trade of 
the colpnies and plantations., the (aid 
Jufpenfion mall lake eiFetf, and the 
fcid fufpenfkm and proclamation in 
the fame, manner and form to annul 
and revoke* And we do hereby fur- 
ther aotharrfe and empower you, the 
Yaid F t redcuck Earf of Carlifle, Rich- 
ard , Vifcount Howe, Sir William 
Howe, William Eden, and George* 
3ohoftone, or any three of you, from 
time to time, as you -fiaall judge con- 
venient, to fufpend in any places, 
»id for a*y time during the continu- 
ance of the.faid firft reciaed acVihe 
operation and-effeft of any ad or acts 
of Parliament, which have pailed 
fmcethe joth d?yof February, 1763, 
*nd which relate to any of jour colo- 
nies, provinces or plantations above- 
nicntioned in. North- America, (o far 
as the, fame relate to tbem> or any of 
.them, or the operation and eftVcl of 
any claufe, or any provifion or other 
jtatxer in fucb,a£U contained, fo far 



as fuch' claufes, provifion i or matter*' 
relate to any of the faid colonies, pro- 
vinces or plantations. And we do 
hereby further authorife and empower 
you, the faid Frederick Earl of Car- 
lifle, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir. 
William Howe, William Eden, and* 
George Johnftone, or any three of 
you, to grant a pardon or pardons to 
any number or defcriptions of per- 
fbns. wkhin the faid colonies, pro- 
vinces or plantations. And we .do. 
hereby further authorise and empower 
you, the faid Frederick Earl of Car-. 
lifle, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir* 
William Howe, Williata Eden, and 
George Johnftone, or any three of 
you, in any of our colonies, provinces' 
or plantations aforefaid refpe£>very, 
wherein we have ufuaHy ^eretofor* 
nominated and appointee a Governor, 
to nominate and appoint, from time 
to time, by any inftrument under 
your hands and feals, or the handr 
and feais of any three of you, a pros- 
per pexfon, to be the Governor and 
Commander in Chief in and for fuel* 
colony, province or plantation re- 
fpeftively, to have, hold, and exer~, 
cife the faid ofHce of Governor and; 
Commander in Chief, in and for fuch 
colony, province or plantation re-. 
Jpeclively, with all fuch powers and 
authorities as any Governor of fuch 
province, heretofore appointed by uj # 
might or could have exercjfed, in as 
full and ampie manner and form as i£ 
fiuch Governor and Commander i&r N 
Chief had been nominated, and ap-. 
pointed by our letters patent or com-: 
miffion ; and for J that purpofe, if 
need be, to revoke, annul and make 
void any commiffion or letters patent 
heretofore granted, for appointing;- 
ajiy fuch Governor aod Commander, 
iu Chief* Whereas, by certain let- 
ters patent under our great feal, bear- 
ing date on the 29th day of April, in. 
the 1 6th year of our reign, we have 
conftituted and appointed you, the, 
faid Sir William Howe, to be Gene-, 
ml and Commander- in Chief of all 

and 
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ind lingular our forces employed, or 
to be employed, within our colo- 
nies in North-America, lying upon 
the Atlantic ocean, from Nova-Scotia 
on the north,* to Weft-Florida on the 
fbuth, both inclufive, to have, hold, 
exercife and enjoy the faid office dur- 
ing our will and plcafure ; and in 
cafe you, the faid Sir William Howe, 
fhould, by death, or any other man- 
ner, be difabled from exercifing the 
faid command, it was our will and plea- 
fure, therein exprefled, that the fame, 
with all authorities, rights and pri- 
vileges, contained in that our (aid 
commiiEon, mould devolve on fuch 
officer, bearing our commiiEon, as 
fhould be ■ next in rank to you, the 
faid Sir William Howe. And where- 
as our trufty* and well-beloved Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of th* moft 
honourable Order of the Bath, Lieu- 
tenant-general of our forces, and Ge- 
neral of our forces in our army in A* 
merica only, now actually bears' our 
commiffion, and is next in rank to you, 
the faid Sir Will. Howe r Know it is 
our further will and pleafure, and we 
do hereby ordain and appoint, that 
whenever the faid command in the 
faid letters patent mentioned frail, in 
purfuance thereof, devolve upon the 
faid Sir Henry Clinton, all and every 
the powers and authorities hereby en-" 
trufted and committed to you, the 
feid Sir William Howe, mail forth- 
with ceafe and determine, and the 
faid powers and authorities, and every 
of them, fhall from -thenceforth be 
Atrufted and committed, and arc 
hereby entrusted and committed to 
the faid Sir Henry Clinton, to ufe 
and exercife the fame powers and au- 
thorities, and to- perform and execute 
all other the matters and things as- 
aferefaid, in as full and ample extent 
and form, and no other, as you, the 
fidd Sir William Howe, are hereby 
authorifed to ufe and exercife, do* 
perform and execute the fame. And 
we do hereby require and command; 
*11 the- officer*, civil and military, 
Voi. VHL 



and 'all otnef our loving- fubjeds 
whatfoever, to be aiding and affifting 
unto you, the faid Frederick Earl of 
Carlifle, Richard Vifcoont Howe, 
Sir William Howe, William- Eden, 
and George Johnftone, in the execu- 
tion of this our com mi (Hon, and of 
the powers and authorities hereirr 
contained. Provided always, and we 
do hereby declare and ordain, that 
the fever al offices, powers and autho- 
rities hereby granted mail ceafe, de- 
termine, and become utterly null and 
void on the i ft day of June, which 
fhall be in the year of our Lord 1 779, 
although we fhall not otherwife in the 
mean time have revoked and deter- 
mined the fame. In witnefs whereof, 
we have caufed thefe our letters' to 
be made patent. Witnefs durfelf, at 
Weftminfter, the 13 th day of April, 
in the- 1 8th year of our reign .. 
By the King hioDfelf, 
A true copy, , * Yo*ke> 

Adam Ferguson, Secretary." 

To this letter the following anfwejr 
was unanimoufly given upon the 17th* 
of June : 

'«• To their Excellencies the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of Carlisle * 
William Eden, Efq. Georcx 
Johnstone, Ef$* Commlffionerf 
from his Britannic Majefy, Phila- 
delphia* 

" I have received the letter front 
your Excellencies of the 9th inftant, 
with the inclofures, and laid them' 
before Congrefs. Nothing but aa- 
earneftdefire to fpare the farther ef* 
fufion of human blood could have in- 
duced them to read a paper, contains 
ing expreffions fo difrefpeftful to hia 
moft Chriftian Majefly, the good and* 
and great ally of thefe States ; or to 
confider propofitions fo derogatory to- 
the honour of an independent nation. 
" The acls of the Britim Parlia- 
ment, the commiffion from your Sew 
vereign, and your letter, fuppofe 
the people of thefe Stages to be fub- , 
je&s of the crown of Great-Britain^ 
I and 
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and are founded $» the idea of de- 
pendence, which is utterly inadknif- 
ibie. 

'■" I am further directed to inform 
your Excellencies, that Congress are 
inclined to peace, notwithstanding 
the unjuft claims from which this war 
originated, and the favage manner 
in which it hath been conducted. 
They will, therefore, be ready to en- 
ter upon the confideration of a treaty 
of peace and commerce, not incon- 
iAent with treaties already fubftfting, 
when 'the King of Grea»>Britain fhall 
demon fbate a fmeere difppfuion for 
that purpofe. The only folid proof 
of this difpofition will be, an explicit 
acknowledgment of the independence 
of thefe .Statesi or .the withdrawing 
his fleets and arjxues.. 

I have the honour to&e 
YcurJ&xcellenciesmpJt obedient 
and humble fervant, 
Signed, by order of, the unanimous 
voice of fiengreft, 
Henry Laurens, Rrefidfipt. 
York-town, June 17, j 778. 

On this OGcafion k is to be obferV- 
ed, that a circumitance had inter- 
vened between *&« refeJutiorw o/vthe 
Ztd «f A$ril ajid the receipt of the 
letter from sJ\e.Cora*iffigr*T6, * This 
w-as the arrival of therapies of trea- 
ties entered into with Us smtc Chrif- 
tian Majefty, which was the firA in- 
«*Uige*ee which had been received 
fcom Europe in the fpace of a ye)u\ 
TherefoJutionso/the Houfe, there- 



treaty with France -being out of thcr 
queftion, had thefe preliminaries been, 
complied with, we ihould been. bound 
in honour, as we certainly were by 
inclination and the principles of hu- 
manity, to enter upon a conference 
for the purpofe of fheathing the 
fwurd. Butfinoe by that treaty the 
United States could not upon a cer- 
tain contingency make either peace 
or truce without the confent of her 
ally, it became necefTary to provide 
that any treaties to be made mould 
not be inconfiilent with treaties al- 
ready fcibfifting, 

As to the conditions or terms of- 
fered by the Commiffioners, it mud 
be observed, that the firft is " t6 ex- 
tend every freedom to trade that our 
reipe&ive interefts can require.'* A 
propofitipn which, from the very na- 
ture of things, is impracticable, or if 
practicable, is on their part a reafon 
why reconciliation is unaecefTary ; 
|6r certainly if .thefe interefts are 
compatible, they may be regulated 
by treaty, nay, they would regulate 
themfclv.es,. Individuals would con- 
sult their private interefts, and na- 
tional intere.ft is nothing more than 
*e ^ggrog^te of the particular ad- 
vantages, reXulflng to the fubjeflsof a 
ftatefrqm tfcejr private indultry and 
difcernnaent, &at jfce interefl; of 
America, requires that five (hould 
trade freely ty eyery part of the, earth, 
while on the other hand it is the in- 
terest 0/ Great-Britain to confine our 



fete, on the 2 2d of April w,e/e fownd- * cornraesce to the ports of her own 
ed &mp}y on the firm determination, ij£Jano% Nothing then could before 



m*der no .change of fortune wha*ew 
to recede from the declaration of j#- 
dependeoeo in. Jwiy 17 7$, *ed for 
t&wreaibo, a* a preliminary ts> my 
treaty, it was required that Gi^m- 
Britain flioald either acknowledge our 
independence ox withdraw her fleets 
•and ar/njus, hecaufe upon 00 other 
principle couid America be faid to 

J?fle& that degree of equality and 
eedom which is cffential to the va- 
lidity of national *»»pa8fi. The 



iftfidio^ than, this offer j for the in- 
dependence of America bejng given 
up, the jritifti ParJliia^int mull, ne- 
cfiSarHy have become fyp*eme, at leaH; 
in m*tfe& which were ViseJofore cpn- 
fiderei 44 external to America. Of 
wnfe ( qtteace they alone jvoujd Jaave 
heen>udg« of our refpefo** m»e,re#s # 
3ad in ca&s where tfcefe were oppof- 

ed, we may «a% determine, w*r 
judgsw*, 

The ttMQt.affer 1$, &*, " no xni- 

litary 
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Jitary force mould be* kept up in 
America without the content of C<Sn- 
grefs or the particular afTemblies." 
To which every objection lies : for* 
ift, fuppofing them to abide literally 
by fucn agreement, we lay open to 
all the arts of feduction, which long 
jfiid fuccefsful praftice cOold teacH 
them to make ufc ef dgainft both the" 
one and the other, afdly. On any oc* 
cafion, which either the exiftence or 
apprehenfion of a foreign war might 
give rife to, this obnfent would natu- 
rally flow from a regard to immediate' 
fafety, and be afterwards ufed fot 
our certain deftructioru But, $dly. 
On this, as well as every other prO- 
pofition they either did or could 
make, it is W be oMerved thtftki the 
firfr inftaiwe the Parliament might 
t&Tent ijfcmedtttely, and take an op- 
portunity to cnrfti all opppfitton, 
while we were at once difarmed at 
home and difgraced for our perfidy 
abroad* And, 4th ly. Should the mo* 
lfcertt be fb unfevowabre, or they ib 
toaheft as riot to make 'the attempt* 
aay foture Parliament would be hi 
legal capacity to aninrt an a^ree* 
ment whofe validity was derived 
from the former faix&km of the fame 
legiflature ; fa ttat during all" the 
•poffibie events, whicfc time might 
give birth to, we Ihould have been 
expofed to their attempts, whtlft la- 
bouring iader a' weight of debt, arid 
fore from the wounds of e«r obftinate 
contfefh 

The third offer is, " tt> concur ft 
arcsrfuro calculated to difSftai^e the 
debts of America, and to raife the 
cretin: and value of the piper drcn* 
lationV' Oft which it is. to be ofe. 
ferved, that ae our debt conftfted tff 
this paper circulation, fo any me#- 
farea todifchargeit, that is t» fink a 
part, mufir raWe the value of the 
remainder. Now for tfiia Ipurpoffe 
taxation was atone riecetfary, and in*. 
deed the only ftepwaiefc either they 
0rwe could take for ttiat parpe<e>: 
^.gece*oip'©JT<» *h*tm& was 



nothing more than to concur in ta*> 
ing us to pay our own debts. In re- 
turn for this, however, we were to 
be united with them, and confe- 
cjfttently become fecurlty for payment 
of their debts, which are enormous. 
The following fhort calculation ir 
worthy of attention: 120,000,000 
6f dollars, at feven (hillings and 
fix-pence per dollar, is £45,000,000, 
and exchange being at 1000 pet' 
cent, which is the prefent rate, tnif 
fum is worth £4, 500,000 fterling 
only. But at all iverits the prefent 
debt of America ought not to be 
eftimated at above £10,060,006 
fterling. 

Their offer theff ftauds thus, if 
you wiH Hand feeutitvfdr, and eventu* 
atfy pay your part of £ rjo,ooo,ood 
fterling which we owe, we will con* 
ferit to* your taxing youffeives to paj 
£ 1 c, 000,000 fterling, which ybu 
owe. To comment on afn offer of 
this kind would be abfurd. 

The fourth offer is, «« to perpe^ 
tuate our' union by' a' reciprocal de- 
putation of art agent or agetatsfroitt 
the different Rates, who fhaU have 
the privilege of a feat and voice in 
the Parliament of Great-Britain; or 
if fent from Britain, in that cafe fc 
have a feat and vxfice in the affirm* 
b\k% of the different ftafcs, to* which 
they may be departed refpectirery, in 
order to attend to the feveral irrttrefte 
69 thofe by whom they are deputed.'* 
Or, in other words, to perpettaatt 
Our flavery, by taking- from ny, oft 
the One hand, thtf obje&iori agfcirift 
their tyrannous tela-, that we weife 
not reprefentetl in the lefciflattfrfc 
which parted thfem, though m faft 
feth representation would be merely 
illufory and 1 ineffectual". And On thte 
othery by fending minifterial agents', 
artful, plaufible and wicked, to iri- 
fluence the debates'-df our legiflatures, 
and give' a voice among the imme- 
diate reprefentatives of the people oft 
matters even of the 1 tnoft internal 
nature. N* greatw i*fuk ww ever 

J 2 oficrcd 
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offered to the common fenfe of man* 
kind. Had the propofal, particu- 
larly the latter part of it, been made 
before the commencement of the 
conceit, it was fufficient in itfelf to 
have roufe^ us to arms. If accepted 
and executed, in all the ftates it mult 
have been pernicious, but in thofe 
called royal governments, would have 
flood thus : a legiflature confiding 
cf three branches, lft, a Governor 
appointed by the King during plea- 
sure. «41y< a Council appointed by 
the Xing during pleafurp. 3dly. an 
-AfTembly partly appointed by the 
Xing and partly by the people, but 
all holding their feats during the 
•Ring's pleafure— rThe laws pafled by 
this legiflature to be of no validity 
without the Xing's confpnt— A re 
prefentative to be appointed by this 
legiflature, to Jit in a Houfe of Com T 
jnons, confifting of more than five 
hundred members, an4 thereby to 
validate any law, which thpy might 
pafs to bind the people of that ftate. 
Jf this be compared with ** tbefrte* 
dom tbey proffer to extend to trade" 
fome faint idea may be formed of $he 
meditated fyllem. 

. The Iaft offer is, " to eftablifh the 
power of the refpeclive legiflatures in 
each particular ftate, to fettle its re- 
venue, its civil and military eftab- 
lifhment, and to exercife a perfect 
/reedom of legiflation and internal 
•government, fo that the Britifh ftates 
4hroughout North-America, acting 
*vith us in peace and war under one 
^common Sovereign, may have the 
irrevocable enjoyment of every prir 
r vilege that, is foort of a total fepa- 
ration of interefts, or ; confiftent with 
-that union of force on which the 
.fafety of our common religion and 
libexty depends." The .flrft part of 
'this, is ridiculous, fince all the States 
have taken fome forms of govern- 
ment, the legiflatures of which are 
.obeyed, and confequently their 
■power eftablifhed already ; the object, 
. therefore, taking it in companion 



with what goes before,* is to Overturn 
the free legiflatures already eftab- 
lifhed, and in their ftead to inftitute 
the bafe and flavifh mixture contained 
in the third offer. The fecond part 
ferves to mew more clearly (if po£- 
fible) the infidious nature of their 
commiflion ; for from this it appears, 
that the object of revenue u by no 
means given up, nor the defign of 
keeping a military force in America 
relinquished. 

The third part is nugatory, for 
having before marked out the kind of 
legiflature to be eftablifhed, even the 
unreftraiped afts of it would not 
prove the freedom of the people, but 
rather their flavexy; and yet it is 1 
clear, that however free they might 
be to pafc laws, there would hive 
been a fuperior power in legal capar 
city to repeal them. From all f this, 
however, they deduce, as a confe- 
quence, that fhould we accede to 
their propositions, *we Jhmld bave tb$ 
irrevocable enjoyment of every privi* 
Uge that is foort of a total fi par at ic n 
»f htterefts, or confiftent nvitk that 
union of force, * Scc^ But this con- 
clufion by no means follows from th« 
premifes; on the contrary, it is evi- 
dent, that we fhould enjoy no one 
privilege, and have the irrevocable 
enjoyment of no one thing* unlefs it 
be fuppofed that to repent-is to en- 
joy, For the fake of this fophiftioal 
fyftem, however, we were to cove- 
nant, that we would act with them 
in peace and in war. The confe- 
rence of which would have bee©, 
that we muft have contracted new 
debts, to promote their: interested 
views, before we had paid the Aims 
expended for our own defence, and 
have lavifhed the beft blood of, Ame- 
rica, to gratify the pride, piqne^ 
avarice, ambition, or revenge of a 
haughty defpot* deaf to the prayer* 
of Applicative millions, and dead to 
the feelings of joftice or humanity. 
One fact, however, they indirectly 
Jjdmit, thai tfceir frfety depends upon 

an. 
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*i union of force witVus. r The nc« 
ceflary confequcnce is, that, not* 
withftanding their pretended fupe- 
riority* they rauft not only , make 
peace with us, but it muft be on our 
own terms, provided the people of* 
America are fen&ble of their true 
interefts, and the representatives of 
America have patience, firmnefs and 
difcernment, to take proper advan- 
tage of their own fituation and cir- 
cumflances. 

• The concifc anfwei* which Con- 
grefs had given to the Britifh Com* 
miffioners, placed them in a very 
difagrceable fituation, and therefore 
it became neceiTary for them to make 
fonre efforts to get out of it. For 
this purpofe they fent a letter, dated 
at New- York, the nth of July, 1778, 
which was received and read in 
Congrefc the 1 8 th, in the following 
words 1 
- Gentlemen, 

" We received foon after our ar- 
rival at this place, your anfwer to 
our letter of the 10th of June, and 
are forry to find on your part any 
difficulties raifed which muft prolong 
-the calamities of the prefent war, 

" You propofe to us as matter 
of choice one or other of two al- 
ternatives, which you ftate as preli- 
minaries neceffary even to the begin- 
ning of a negociation for peace to 
-this empire. 

: " One is an explicit acknow- 
ledgment of the Independence of 
:tbe?e .States. We are not inclined 
to difpnte with you about the mean- 
ing of words : but fo far as you mean 
-the entire privilege of the people of 
.North America to difpofe of their 
property, and to govern themfelves 
, without any reference to Great-Bri- 
*$ain» beyond what is-neceflary to 
preferve that union of force, in which 
oar mutual fafety and advantage con- 
-fill: we think, that fo far, . their- In- 
dependency is fully acknowledged in 
the terms of our letter of the 1 oth of 
June, A«4 WC aje willing to enter 



upon a fair difcuffion wi th'yoti j of *B 
the circumftances that may be necef- 
fary to enfure or even to enlarge that 
Independency. 

** In the other alternative you pro* 
pofe, that his Majefty mould with* 
draw his fleets and his armies, 

" Although we have no doubt of 
his Majefty's difpofuion to remove 
every fubject of uneafinefs from the 
colonies, yet there are circumstance* 
of precaution againft our ancient ene- 
mies, which, joined to the regard 
that muft be paid to the fafety of 
many, who, from affeflion to Great* 
Britain, have expofed themfelves to 
fuffer in this conteft, and, to whom 
Great-Britain owes fupport at ever/ 
expence of blood and' treafure, that 
will not allow us to begin with this 
meafure. How foon it may follow 
the firft advances to peace on your 
part, will depend on the favour- 
able profped you giy« of a recon- 
ciliation with your fellow citizens 
of this continent, and with thofe ia 
Britain. In the mean time we aiTure 
you that no circumftance will give us 
more fatiafa&ion, than to find that 
the extent of our future connection 
is to be determined on principles of 
mere reafon and the confederations of 
jnutual intereft, on which we are 
willing likewife to reft the perma- 
nency of any arrangements we may 
form. ■ ' „ 

" In making thefe declarations 
we do not wait for the decifion pf any 
military events. Having determined 
our judgment by what we believe to 
be; the interefb of our cou/itry, we 
fhall abide by the declarations we 
now make in every poflibie fituatioa 
of our affairs, 

"You refer to treaties already 
fubfifting, but are pleafed to with* 
hold from us any particular informat- 
ion in refpeel to their nature or 
tendency, 

, *' If they are in any degree tp 
aiFeft our deliberations, we think 
.that jtqu cannot refufe a full com ma- 
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Digitized by 



Googk 



( •& ) 



Uteifton of the parfkofirs In 'which 
they cortlift, both for oar coniidefd* 
ttaaatfdtha* of your own coa&ituents^ 
who are to judge between us whether 
mttf illtertoeyoa slay have cOntra&ed 
be a iuffteient reafoa for d&nrinaing 
this unnatural wlr. We likewise 
tfcirtkowfelves entitled to a full cdm- 
jKunication of the powers by which 
you conceive yourfelVes authorifedto 
uwke treaties wkhfpneign nations. 

•«* Andwea*eledtoatfe fatisfoftioti 
6frthis ptfint, becaufe we have ob^ 
ferved io your propofed Article* of 
confederation, Not 6 and 9* it is 

.itoted that you ftiookfch*ve the power 
entering in*o treaties and alliance*/ 
tttSdtfr certain reftriftions therein fpe- 
ciAed> y« we do ffot Und pPotAvtt* 
gated afiy aft or resolution' of the 

, *flfemblitfs of p*ticuto States con* 
feeing thb po*e> Oi* you. 

As we* have comftHmka'ted our 
powers to you, we* i*ea# to proceed 
without referve in this bufmefe ; we 
ftiHMKA fiipppfe that any obje&ion 
CS«>arif6 tfft your part to our c*fflitfa<- , 
tftating to t& pafclic & math of 
ytftfr covref^ondence as **ay b# i**v 
ttf&ff ftfeSfpiain ottr *fcrt p*Jte*& 
ittg& At th<» ft me €«Wtf wtf afltoe 
ybfts thatf in alt fiich .publication;*, 
ttfc r^e€V which we p*y t& tiegresft 
ptidy'of people ytf* atefeppofed to 
ppre&nty ft&l bfr<*v*Ien"<fcd by us ih 
every pofiible mark of confiderarioft 
attd regard*. 

W6 are with pft^feiaftf^tcl-, 
Gentlem«ftv 
Yc*T'n*m<$tfcdSent 
and ffio-ft toittfck? ftrvfcrits, 

Wm. EutHy 
G*0. Jo'tfNsf one." 
Uptfrr* wfcich tihe Gdfcgre/s came tb 
the to) lowing refolutifcn ; 
1 « Whereas Cpngrteft hi a fetter tb 
the Britifh Commiffioners of the 1 7th 
of Junef laW, did declare* that they 
vrttild be ready to enter upon the 
ddrifideration' or *-tfe*ry of peate and 



commerce, not "inconfffteat witli 
treaties already fubfifting, when the 
King of Great-Britain fhould de- 
monftrate a iincere difpofition fop 
that purpdfe; and that the only 
foltd proof of this difpofttion would 
be aa explicit acionowiedgment of 
the Independence of thefe States, 0* 
withdrawing his fleets and armies : 
and whereas neither of thefe aU 
ternatives have been complied whh* 
therefore 

" Refolved, That no* anfwer be 
given to the letter of the nth inftant 
from the Brhifh Commiffioners." 

The ptopofal contained m the " 
letter, to enlarge independence, is 
at the fo-ft bluih abfurd :-^Any ftate; 
the dependence of which could be 
Ikffcnti, is of confequenee not inde- 
pendent. The offer therefore -is * 
mei»e jargottof words r ami calculated; 
as indeed the whole letter appear*, 
for the people, and particalarJy for 
tfroferwhora tteey havethoyghtprOpeT 
to call our feltew-oitiasen* ©f tbiscoA*- 
tinent, or, hi other w*ords,vtta* trai^ 
tors who have joined! the com mo* 
enemy* But orfe of fheir great ob*- 
jeclsr was; rf poffible; to dfltw the 
Congrefe' into fonre kind of treaty or 
corrtrrpaoridence, in order diat they 
might have wherewithal to givte 
weight to the ealumnxes they hsvt 
propagated, by declaring to* dt* 
French court that the Cangref#wete 
-fefthlcls, and kdeed had aaohlly 
bargained' for the fttbje&iorf of Am»- 
iica y the 1 price of which w*s ta bb 
p»id by thefe Comfflifioners. 

In conMe^ce with* this plan,' and, . 
if poffibte, to obtairi dn imfireel: att- 
ktiOwledgment of their autnor1ty f 
tfreyV o« thr a6th of Augaft,i 177*, 
made a re^tfifttion of the troops of 
the convention of Sarfctog*, ia the 
foliow^g terms : 

Bj th Ear? of Caklislb, -Sir Httft- 
tfY Oli-nton, mnd Wicliam 
E&irf, Bfa tbne ef his Majeftfs 
<km$i$mts, AfftonttJ wit*' f*f- 
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. fcienf- powers to treat, confult and 
a i ree vpon the means of quieting the 
tit/orders new fubfifiing in certain 
of the colonies, plamatioas and pro- 
vinces cf North-America*, 
'* Upon a reprefentation from the 
Commander in Qiief of his Majeily's 
forces, that the troops lately ferving 
under Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, 
notwithflanding the folemn coaven- 
tion entered into at Saratoga, in 
which ic is ilipulated that the faid 
troops ihould have a free paflage .to 
Great-Britain, are neverthelefs, un- 
(Jer various pretences, ilill detained 
in New-England — Tbe following re- 
mon (trance againft the unjuft deten- 
tion of thofe troops, and requifition 
for their Immediate releafe, on the 
condition annexed to the article by 
which their paffage to England is Ili- 
pulated, are now folemnly made to 
the American Congrefs: 

"Whereas the means that have 
been devjfed by mankind to .mitigate 
the horrors of war, and to facili:ate 
the re-eftablifhmentof peace,* depend 
on tbe faith of cartels, .^military ca- 
pitulations, conventions and treaties 
entered into even during the conti- 
nuance of hoftilities : from whence 
all nations have agreed to qbferve 
fuch CQnvendpfts, as they revere the 
facred obligations of humanity and 
jaftice, and as they would avoid the 
hprrjd practice of retaliations, which, 
however juftly due to the guilty, in 
fjich cafes but too frequently fall on 
the innocent. 

" And whereas upon thefe confi- 
deraupns air breach of faith, even 
with'an enemy, and all attempts to 
elude the force of military conven- 
tions, or to defeat their fajutary pur- 
pofel by evafion of chicane, arejufUy 
held in deteltation, and deerned unr 
worthy of any defcription of perfons 
affuming the character or Hating them- 
felves as the reprefentauves of nations. 
, " And whereas it was ilipulated in 
tae fecond article of the convention 
entered into at Saratoga, between 



Lieutenant-general Bu^goyte $ni 
Major-genpral Gates, ** That a free 
paifege be granted to the argiy under 
Lieutenant-general Burgoyne Co> 
Great-Britain,, upon condition pf not 
ferving again in Nortfj- America dur- 
ing the prefent contefl ; and ohe port 
of Bolton is aHigiied for the entry of 
tranfports, whenever General Howe 
fliall fo order : 

" His Majefty's Commjijiotterj 
now founding their claim on &his ar- 
ticle, join with the Conunander ja 
Chief of his Majefly'* forces in a pe- 
remptory requifition, That frts en* 
trance into tbe harbour of Bofton be 
given to tranfports for the immediate 
embarkation of the- faid troops; and 
that they be allowed to depart for 
Great-Britain in terms of the faid 
convention. And the faid Commif- 
fioners, in order to remove every fup- 
poied difficulty or pretence for delay 
in the execution of this treaty, arifiag 
from any part, real, apparent or fop* 
pofed infraction of it, by word or 
writing on the fide of either party, 
hereby oifer to renew, on the part of 
Great-Britain, all the imputations of 
the faid convention, and particularly 
to ratify the condition annexed to the 
fecopd article thereof above recited, 
by which thofe troops are not to ferve 
again in North* America during the 
prefent con tell, 

" And- this requifition, dated at 
New-York* on the 26th of Auguft, 
1778, is now fent to the American 
Congrefs for their direct and explicit 
anfwer. 

Carlisle, 
H. Clinton, 
Wm. Eden. 
To his Excellency Henry Laurens, 

Efq* the Prefident t and others the 

Members of the Congrefs, met pt 

Philadelphia:' 

As thefe Gentlemen did not appeaf 
with the proper letters . of credence 
to an independent Hate, Congrefs/ - 
could not difcuis fuch propofniony 

without 



Digitized by 



Gobgk 



( *4 ) 



Without acknowledging jadhe&ly the 
authority of the commiflion by which 
ihey were appointed ; and in doing 
that they muft have acknowledged 
the authority of thole Afts of Parlia- 
ment on which that commiflion was 
founded- But as* an independent 
ftate they could not take notice of 
j>erfons afting either under a com- 
million or an Aft of Parliament, thefe 
being of a dome [lie nature, and re- 
lative to internal polity, but without 
authenticity as to foreign powers. 

The CommiiFioners then* on the 
one hand, had no right to make the 
demand, as it was not contained in 
their comimffioii, and could not pof- 
fibly have been in contemplation at 
the time of granting it : beiides that, 
being in its nature purely military, 
it was the proper bufinefs of the Bri- 
tifh Commander in Chief. And, 
on the other hand, Congrefs could 
not make a direct anfwer to it with- 
out receding from their right as re* 
prcfentatives of a fovereign and inde- 
pendent people* 

But further : It being evident from 
the face of the reo^iifition* when 
compared with their commiflion, that 
they offered what they had no power 
to perform, it follows that they de- 
signed to obtain the troops without 
giving the folid fecurity which had 
been rightfully demanded for their 
perform ance o f t he co n ve n t i on * And 
from thence it is a clear inference, 
that they defigned totally to difregard 
the convention whenever the troops 
Should be in their potleflion, 

Thefe reafons taken together, 
ought certainly to have prevented 
Congrefs from taking any notice of 
their requisition. But one object of 
the Commifiioners was, to find ihrne 
ground for a charge again 11 the Con- 
grefs of a want of national faith and 
honour ; an J on that and €\ery other 
o'ccnilon it was of importance that 
the people of America mould have 
materials to form a judgment of the 
conduct of their reprefentaiives* Ga 



the 4th of £ ep tern her ^ therefore, a 
few days after the receipt of that, 
with fame other papers, they came to 
the following refolution : 

** Whereas Congrefs did, on 
the 8th day of January, 177^, re- 
foJve, That the embarkation, of 
Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, and 
the troops under his command, h& 
f'ufpended till a diftinft and explicit 
ratification of the convention of Sa- 
ratoga fhajl be properly notified by 
the Court of Great -Britain to Con- 
grefs 1 ' 

** Refolded, That no ratification 
of the convention of Saratoga, which 
may be tendered iu confequence of 
powers which may reach that cafe by 
conftrueiion and implication, or 
which may fubjecr. whatever is tranf- 
a&ed relative to it, to the future 
approbation or difapprobation of the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, can be 
accepted by Congrefs/ 1 

On the igth of September, 177S, 
the following letter was received by 
Congrefs : 

Kew-Tork, igtb Stptemier^ 177S- 

" Sir, 

" Nothing but hb Majefty's po- 
sitive inftruftkms, of which I fend 
you an extract, could have induced 
me to trouble you, or the American 
Congrefs, again on the fubjett of 
the troopt detained in New*Kn gland* 
in direct contravention of the treaty 
entered into at Saratoga* The neg- 
led of the requifitions already made 
on this fubjeft, is altogether unpre- 
cedented among parties at war- I 
now, however, repeat the demand, 
that the convention of Saratoga be 
fulfilled; and offer, by exprefs and 
recent authority from the king, re- 
ceived fmce the date of the late re- 
quifuion made by his Majelty's Com- 
mifuoners, to renew, in his Majefty's 
name, all the conditions ftipulated 
by Lieutenant-general Burgoyne* 
in rt fpeel to the troops ferving under 
his command* 
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In tWs I mean to difcharge my 
duty, not only to the King, whole 
orders I obey, but to the unhappy 
people likewfe, mohofe affairs are 
committed to yon, and who, I hope, 
will have the candour to acquit me 
of the confequences that mult follow 
from the new fyftem'of war you are 
pleafed to introduce. I have the 
nonout to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, and 
moll humble fervanr, 

H. Clintons 
Bit Excellency Henry Laurens, Efq. 
thePrefidem^ and others the mem- 
bers vf the American Congrfft, at 
Philadelphia. 

ExttaS of a letter from the Right 
Honourable Lord George Ger- 
maIK, one of his Majeftfs Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, to his 
Excellency General Sir Henry 
Clinton, KB. &c CSV. fcfr. 
dated Whitehall* June 12, 1778. 
'• lam to fignify to you his Ma- 
jefty*s pleafure, that you do take 
every neceflary ftep for the ftrict ob- 
fervance of what is ftipulated in the 
Convention of Saratoga, on the part 
of Lieutenant-general Bureoyne ; 
and that r you do give the fufieft af- 
furance that the troops, when em- 
barked, mall be immediately fent 
to Great-Britain, and every conditio^ 
agreed upon between Lieutenant- 
general Burgoyne and Major-gene- 
ral Gates, refpe&ing them, be faith- 
fully obferved. 
A true extract. 

John Smith, Secretary." 
ft is worthy of remark, that this, 
extract h dated at Whitehall, fo early 
as' the 1 2th of June, from whence to 
the 26th of Auguft is y$ days ; 
wherefore it is more than probable 
that it was received previous^ and not 
fubfequtnt, to the requifition made 
by tne Cpmmiflioners. This cir- 
cumftartce heightens the fraudulent 
complexion of the procedure ; and in 
any cafe, the extraft mews the de- 
Vot, VHi. 



cided opinion of the Britim court, 
that their Commiffioners had not the 
power by them pretended. 

But further: The Congreii had 
refclved on the 8th of Jauuary, 1778, 
on the moft conclufive reafons, *« That 
fhe embarkation of Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Burgoyne and the troops under 
his command be fufpended till s 
diftinfi and explicit ratification of 
the convention of Saratoga fhaJl be 
properly notified by the court of 
Great-Britain to Congrefs. 1 ' But 
inftead of this, there is imply a <tf- 
reclion of a Secretary of State to their 
General " to give the fulled of- 
furances, &c." which aflu ranees, and 
the General who gave them, or thr 
very Secretary him&lf, might be dis- 
avowed* The perfon who certiiie* 
the extract, alio might eaiUy be dis- 
avowed ; nay, It is very poffible that 
no fuch letter was ever written: 
nor can we argue again ft fuch deceit 
from the baieneft of it; for thofe 
who would do the many treacherous 
acts which they had committed dur- 
ing the war, who had borrowed from 
felons of the mod pitiful kind the 
little villainy of counterfeiting mo- - 
ney, and with whom it was a fa- v 
vourite maxim that no faith was 10 be 
kept with rebels, could hardly bog- 
gle at the, fending as an extract front 
a Secretary of State's letter what 
really was not fuch an extract. Bac 
it is unneceflary to dwell on thefe 
objections ; fox the laft paragraph o£ 
Sir Henry Clinton's letter was for 
highly indecent, that it would have 
been treaibn againft the dignity of 
the people of America to have at- 
tended to it. The Congrefs, there- 
fore, with great propriety, •• or- 
dered that the Secretary return the 
following anfwer i Sir, I am directed 
to inform you, that. the Conguefs of 
the United States of America maker 
noanfwer to inibieat'leiters." 

Being thus foiled in their feveral 
attempts to deceive, nothing re- 
mained but to terrify, for this pur- 
K pofe 
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pofe they, on the 3d of O&ober, 
177ft, publifhed the following ma- 
nifefto and proclamation : 
5Ttf the members of the Congrefs, the 
members of the General Affhnblies 
or Conventions of the federal colo- 
nies, plantations and provinces of 
New - Hampjhire, Maffacbufetts- 
Bay, Rhode - IJland, Connecticut, 
Nenu*Tork, Ne<w~Jerfey t PennfyU 
mania, the three Lotver Counties on 
Delanuare, Mary/and, Virginia, 
North - Carolina, South - Carolina 
and Georgia, and all ethers, free 
inhabitants of the /aid colonies, of 
every rani and denomination* 
By the EarlofCAiLLiSLZ, 4 5/rHEN- 
av Clinton and William 
Eden, Efq, Commtjjioners ap- 
pointed by his Majefty in purfuance 
of an A3 of Parliament, made and 
faffed in the \%th year of his Ma* 
J e fiy 9j ret g"> t0 * na ble his Majefty 
eq appoint CommiJ/ioners to treat, 
• confult and agree up&n the means of 
quieting the diforders nonv Jkb/tfting 
in certain of the colonies, pfaqta* 
tiensy and provinces in Nortk- 
America* 

«« Having amply and repeatedly 
made known to the Congrefs, and 
having alfo proclaimed to the in- 
habitants of North-America in ge- 
neral, the benevolent overtures of 
Great-Britain towards a re-union and 
coalition with her colonies, we do 
not think it confiftent either with 
the duty we owe to our country, or 
with a jaft regard to the characters 
we bear, to perM in holding out 
offers, which, in onr eftimation, re- 
quired only to be known to be moft 
gratefully accepted ; and we have 
accordingly, excepting only the Com- 
mander in Chief, who will be de- 
tained by military duties, refolved 
to return to England a few weeks 
after the date of this manifesto and 
proclamation. 

" Previous, however, to this de- 
cisive Ilep, we are led, by a juft 
anxiety for the, great objccV of our 



mlffion, to enlarge on Come point* 
which may not have been fufEciently 
underftood, to recapitulate to our 
fellow fubje&s the bleffings which we 
are empowered to confer, and to 
warn them of the continued train of 
evils to which they are at prefent 
blindly and obftinately expofmg 
themfelves. 

*< To the members of the Coji- 
grefs, then, we again declare, that 
we are ready to concur in all fatis- 
factory and juft 1 arrangements for 
fecuring to them and their refpeftive 
conftituents, the re-eftablifhment of 
peace, with the exemption from any 
imposition of taxes by the Parliament 
of Great-Britain, and the irrevocable- 
enjoyment of every . privilege con- 
fident with that union of intereifr 
and force on which our mutual prof- 
peri ty and tb$ fafety of our common: 
religion "and liberty depend** We 
again affert, that the member* of 
the Congrefs were not authorized by 
their conftitution either to reject, our 
offers without the previous confide* 
ration and confentof the fevera] Af- 
femblies and Conventions, their con-, 
ftituents, or to refer us to pretended, 
foreign treaties, which they know 
are delufively framed in the firfl in- 
fiance, and which have never yet 
been ratified by the people of this 
continent. And we once more re- 
mind the members of the Congrefs, 
that they are refponfible to their 
countrymen, to the world, and to 
God, for the continuance of this 
war, and for all the miferies with' 
which it muft be attended. 

*• To the General Aflemblies and 
Conventions of the different colonies* 
plantations and provinces above- 
mentioned, *we now feparately make 
the offers which we originally trans- 
mitted to the Congrefs ; and we 
hereby call upon and urge them p> 
meet exprefsly for, the purppfe of* 
confidering whether every motive, 

Solitical as well as moral, fhpuld not 
ecide their refolution to embrace the 
occafion 
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occafion' of cementing a free and firm 
coalition with Great-Britain* It 
has not been, nor is it, our wifh, to 
fcek the objects, which we are com- 
miflioned to purfue. by fomenting 
popular divifions and partial cabals ; 
we think fuch conduit wo aid be ill 
iuited to the generous nature of the 
offers made, and unbecoming the 
dignity of the King and the (late 
which makes them. But it is both 
our wifh and our duty to encourage 
and fupport any men or bodies of 
men in their return of loyalty to 
our Sovereign and of affection to our 
fellow-fubjects. 

■" To all others, free inhabitants 
of this once happy empire, we alfo 
addrefs ourfelves. Such of them as 
are actually in arms, of whatfoever 
rank or defcription, will do well to 
recollect, that the grievances, whether 
real or fuppofed, which led them into 
this rebellion, have been for-ever re- 
moved, and that the juft occafion is 
arrived for their returning to the clafs 
of peaceful citizens. But if the 
honours of a military life are become 
their object, let them feek thofe ho- 
nours under the banners of their 
rightful" Sovereign, and in fighting 
the battles of the unitei Britifh em- 
pire againft our late mutual and na- 
tural enemy. 

*' To thofe whofe profeflion it is 
to exercife the functions of religion 
on this continent, it cannot furely be 
unknown, that the foreign power 
with which the Congrefs is endea- 
vouring to connect them, has ever 
been averfe to toleration, and in- 
veterately oppofed to the interefts 
and freedom of the places of worfhip 
which they ferve ; and that Great- 
Britain, from whom they are for the 
prefent feparated, muft, both from 
the principles of her conftitution and 
of proteftantifm, be at all times the 
beft guardian of religious liberty, 
and moft difpofed to promote and ex- 
tend it. 

" To all thofe who can eftimate 
' the blefltags of peace,, and its influ- 



ence over agriculture, arts and com* 
merce, who can feel' a due anxiety 
tor the education and eftablimment 
of their children, or who can place 
a juft value on domeftic fecurity, we 
think it fumcient to obferve, that 
they are made by their leaders to con- * 
tinue involved in all the calamities of 
war, without having either a juft ob- 
ject to purfue, or a fubfifting griev- 
ance which may not inftantly be re* 
drefTed. , 

" But if there be any perfons who, ' 
diverted of miftaken refentments, and 
uninfluenced by felfifh interefts, really 
think that it is for the benefit of the 
colonies to feparate themfelves from 
Great-Britain, and that fo feparated, 
they will find a conftitution mora 
mild, more free, and better calcu- 
lated for their profperity than that 
which they heretofore enjoyed, and 
which we are empowered and dif- 
pofed to renew and improve, with 
fuch perfons we will not difpute a 
pofition which feems to be fumciently 
contradicted by the experience they 
have had. But we think it right to 
leave them fully aware of the change 
which the maintaining fuch a pofition 
muft make in the whole nature and 
future conduct of this war; more 
especially when to this pofition is 
added the pretended alliance with 
the'eourt of France.— The policy, 
as well as the benevolence of Great- 
Britain, have thus far checked the 
extremes of war, when they tended 
to diftrefs a people ftill confidered 
as our fellow-fubjects, and to de- 
folate a country fhortly to become 
a fource of mutual advantage : but 
when that country profefles the un- 
natural defign not only of eftranging 
herfelf from us, but of mortgaging 
herfelf and her refources to our ene- 
mies, the whole conteft is changed ; 
and the queftion is, how far Great- 
Britain may, by* every .means in her 
power, deitroy or render ufelefs a 
connection contrived for her ruin, and 
for the aggrandizement of France. 
Under fuch circumihnces the laws of 
K a fclf- 
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felf-prefervation muft direft the con- 
duct oiF Great-Britain; and if the 
Britifh colonies are to become an ac- 
ceffioa to France, will direct her to 
render that acceflion of as little avail 
as poffible to her enemy. 

" If, however, there are any who 
think, that nothwithftanding thefe 
reafontngs, the independence of the 
colonies will, in the refult, be ac* 
knowledged by Great-Britain ; to 
them we anfwer without referve, that 
we neither poflefs or expeft powers 
for that purpofe ; and that, if Great- 
Btitain could ever have funk fo low 
as to adopt fach a meafure, we 
ihould not have thought ourfelves 
compellable to be the inftruments in 
making a conception, which would, 
in our opinion, be calamitous to the 
Colonies, for whom it is made, and 
disgraceful; as well as calamitous, to 
the country from which it is required. 
And we think proper to declare, that 
in this fpirit and fentiment we have 
regularly written from this continent 
to Great-Britain. 

" It will now become the colonies 
In general to call to mind their own 
iblemn appeals to Heaven in the be- 
ginning of this conteft, that they took 
arms only for the redrefs of griev- 
ances, and that it would be their 
aviftv, as well as their intereft, to re- 
main fdr ever connected with Great- 
Britain. We again afk. them, whe- 
ther all their grievances, real or fup- 
pofed, have not been amply and 
fully redre/Ted ? and we infift, that 
the offers we have made, leave no-r 
thing to be wifhed, in point either of 
immediate liberty or permanent fe- 
curity : if thofe offers are now re- 
jected, we withdraw from the exer- 
cxfe of a commiffion with which we 
have in vain been honoured ; the 
fame liberality will no longer be 
due from Grea;-Bri{ain, nor can it 
either in juftice or poljcy be expected 
from her. 

" In fine, and for the fuller mani- 
festation as wejl of the difpofition we 
bear^ as of the gracious and generous 



purpofes of the commifGon under, 
which we aft, we hereby declare, 
that whereas his Majefty, in purfu- 
ance of an aft, made and paired in 
the eighteenth feffion of Parliament, 
entitled, " An a£t to enable his 
■ Majefty to appoint Commiffioners 
with fuflicient powers to treat, con-> 
fult and agree upon the means of 
quieting the diforders now fubfifttng . 
in certain of the colonies, plantations, 
and provinces of North- America," 
having been pleafed to authorize and 
empower us to grant a pardon or 
pardons to any number or difeription 
of perfons within the colonies, plan T 
tations and provinces of New-Hamp- 
(hire, Mauachufetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Ifland, Connecticut, New- York, 
New-Jerfey, Pennsylvania, the three 
lower Counties on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North- Carolina, 
South-Carolina, and Georgia : and 
whereas the good effects of the faid 
anthorities and powers towards the 
people at large, , would have long 
fince taken place, if a due, ufe had 
been made of our firft communica- 
tions and overtures, and have thusr 
far been fruflrated only by the pre- 
cipitate refolution of the members of 
the Congrefs not to treat with us, 
and by their declining to confult with 
their conftituents : we now in mak- 
ing our appeal to thofe conftituents, 
and to the free inhabitants of this 
continent in general, have determined 
to give to them what in Our opinion 
fhould have been the firft object of 
thofe who appeared to have taken 
the management of their interefls, 
and adopt this mode of carrying the 
faid authorities and powers into exe- 
cution. We accordingly hereby grant 
and proclaim a pardon or pardons of 
all and all manner of treafens or mif- 
prifions of treafons, by any perfon tr 
perfons, or by any uumber or defcrip- 
tion of persons nuitbin the faid colonies^ 
plantations or provinces % counfelled, 
commanded, aded or done on or befort 
the date of this tuanifefti and prod*-, 
maiion. 

*< Aa4 
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•« €l And we Farther declare and 
^reclaim, that if any perfon, or 
perfons, or any number or defcription 
.. of perfons within the faid colonies, 
plantations and provinces, now actu- 
ally Serving either in a civil or mili- 
tary capacity in this rebellion, fhall, 
at any tine daring the continuance 
of this manifesto and proclamation, 
withdraw himfelf or themfelves from 
fiich civil or military fervice, and 
fhall continue thenceforth peaceably 
as a good and faithful fubjeft or fub- 
je&s to his Majefty, to demean him- 
felf or themfelves, fuch perfon or 
peHbnSj or fuch number and defcrip- 
tion of perfon s, mall become and be 
Jnlly entitled to, and hereby obtain all 
the benefits of, the pardpn or pardons 
hereby granted; excepting only from 
(he faid pardon or pardons every per- 
fon, -and every number or defcription of 
perfons* who, after the date of this ma- 
nirefto and proclamation, fhall, under 
the pretext of authority, as judges, 
jury-men, ministers, Or officers of civil 
juftice, be instrumental in executing 
and putting to death any of his 
Majefty's fubjecls within the faid 
colonies, plantations and provinces, 

• ** And we think proper farther to 
declare, that nothing herein con- 
tained is meant, Or Hall be conr 
ftrued, to fet at liberty any perfon 
or perfons now being a prifoner or 
prifoners, or who, during the c6n- 
tinuance of this rebellion, fhall be- 
come a prifoner or prifoners. 

* " And we offer to the colonies at 
large, or feparately, a general or fe- 
parate peace, with the revival of their 
antient governments fecured againft 
any future infringements, and pro- 
tected for ever from taxation by 
Great-Britain. And, with refpeft 
to fuch farther regulations, whether 
civil, military or commercial, as they 
may wifh to be framed and eftablifhed, 
We promife all the concurrence and 
affiftance that his Majefty's commiflkm 
authorizes and enables us to give. 

■*-* And we declare, that this mani- 
feftq and proclamation ihall continue 



and be in force firty dayt from the 
date thereof, that is to fay, from the 
third day of October to the eleventh 
day of November, both inclufive. 

iC And, in order that the whole 
contents of this manifefte and pro- 
clamation may be more fully known, 
we fhall direct copies thereof, both 
in the Englifh and German language, 
to be tranfmitted by flags of truce to 
the Congrefs, the General AfTemblies 
or Conventions of the colonies, plan- 
tations and provinces, and to feveral 
perfons both in civil and military 
capacities within the faid colonies, 
plantations and provinces. And, for 
the further fecurity in times to come 
of the feveral perfons or numbers 
or defcriptions of perfons who are or 
may be the objects of this mahifeftq 
and proclamation, we have fet our 
hands and feals to thirteen copies 
thereof, and have tranfmitted the 
fame to the thirteen colonies, plan- 
tations and provinces above-men r 
tioned; and we are willing to hope 
that the whole of this manifefto and 
proclamation will be fairly and freely 
publifhed and circulated for the im- 
mediate, general and mod ferious 
confideration and benefit of all his 
Majefty's fubjefts on this continent. 
And we earneftly exhort all perfons 
who by this inftrument forthwith 
receive the benefit of the King's 
pardon, at the fame time that they 
entertain a becoming fenfe of thofe 
lenient and affeftionate meafares 
whereby they are now freed from 
many grievous charges which might 
have rifen in judgment, or have 
been brought in cjueftion. agaihfl 
them, to make a wife improvement 
of the fituation in which this mai^i- 
fefto and proclamation places them, 
and not only to recollect, that a per- 
feverance in the prefent rebellion, 
or any adherence to the treafqnabje 
connexion attempted to be framed 
with a foreign power, will, after the 
prefent grace extended, be confidered 
as crimes of the moft aggravated 
kind, but to Vie with each other in 

eager 
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eager and cordial endeavours to fecure 
their own peace, and promote and 
eflabfifh the profperity of their 
countrymen and the general weal of 
the empire. 

" And, purfuant to his Majefty's 
commiffion, we hereby require all 
officers, civil and military, and all 
others his Majefty's loving fubje&s 
whatfoever, to be aiding and a (lifting 
unto us in the execution of this our 
manifefto and proclamation, and of 
all the matters herein contained. 

Given at New-York, this 3d day 
of October, 1778. 

Carlisle, (L. S.) 
H. Clinton, (L. S.) 
Wm. Eden, (L.S.) 
By their Excellencies command, 

Adam Fercvson, Secretary," 
By fome accidents in the conveyance 
of this proclamation, it was. a long 
time before it came officially to Con- 
grefs, though it had been re-pub- 
liihed from the New-York papers in 
thofe of the United States. As 
fbon, however, as it arrived, it pro- 
duced the following folemn appeal : 
By the. CONGRESS */ the United 
States of America, 
MANIFESTO. 
«« Thefe United States having 
been driven to hoftilities by the op- 
preflive and tyrannous meafures of 
Great-Britain; having been com- 
pelled to commit the eflential rights 
of man to the decifion of arms ; and 
having been at length forced tofhake 
off a yoke which had grown too 
burthenfome to bear, they declared 
themfelves Free and Independent, 

" Confiding in the juftice of their 
caufe; confiding in him who dif- 
pofes* of human events, although 
weak and unprovided, they fet the 
power of their enemies at defiance. 

" In this confidence they have 
continued through the various for- 
tune of three bloody campaigns, un- 
awed* by the power, unfubdued by 
the barbarity of their foes. Their 
virtuous citizens have borne, without 
repining, the lofa of many things 



which make life defireable. Theif 
brave" troops have patiently endured 
the hardships and dangers of a fitna- 
tion, fruitful in both beyond former 
example. 

" The Congrefs, confidering them- 
felves bound to love their enemies, 
as children of that Being who i* 
equally the Father of all ; and de- 
firous, fince they could not prevent, 
at lead to alleviate, the calamities 
of war, have ffcudied to fpare thofe 
who were in arms againft them, and 
to lighten the chains of captivity, 

" The conduct of thofe ferving 
under the King of Great-Britain hath, 
with fome few exceptions, been dia- 
metrically oppofite. They have laid; 
wafte the open country, burned the 
defencelefs villages, and butchered. 
the citizens of America. Their pri- 
fons have been the flaughter-houfet 
of her foldiers, their (hips of her fea- - 
men, and -the fevereft injuries have 
been aggravated by the grofleft infnlt. 
" Foiled in their vain attempt to 
fubjugate the unconquerable fpirit 
of freedom, they have meanly a/Tailed 
the reprefentatives of America with 
bribes, with deceit, and the fervility 
of adulation. They have made a 
mock of humanity, by the wanton 
deftru&ion of men : they Jiave made 
a mock of religion, by impious ap- 
peals toGodAvhilft in the violation 
of his facred commands : they have 
made a mock even of reafon itfelf, 
by endeavouring to prove, that the 
liberty and happinefs of America 
could fafely be entrufted to thofe who 
have fold their o<wn, unawed by the 
fenfe of virtue or of fhame. 

" Treated with the contempt 
which fuch conduct deferved, they 
have applied to individuals : they 
have folicited them to break the bonds 
of allegiance, and imbrue their foula 
with the blackeft of crimes : but, , 
fearing that none could be found 
through thefe United States equal to 
the wickednefs of their purpofe, to . 
influence weak minds, they have 
threatened more wide devaftation, 

** While 
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'* Whilethefhadowofhoperemain- 
ed, that our enemies could be taught 
by oar example to refpect thofe laws 
which are held facred among civilized 
nations, and to comply with the 
dictates of a religion which they 
pretend in common with us to believe 
and to revere, they have Seen left to 
the influence of that religion and 
that example. Bat iince their in- 
corrigible *xlifpofition3 cannot be 
touched by kmdnefs and companion, 
it becomes our doty by other means 
to vindicate the rights of humanity. 

" We, therefore, the Congrefs of 
the United ' States of America, do 
folemnly declare and proclaim, that 
if our enemies prefume to execute 
their threats, or perfift in their pre- 
fent career of barbarity, we will take 
foch- exemplary vengeance a*- fhall 
deter others from a like conduct. We 
appeal to that God who fearcheth 
the hearts of men, for the rectitude 
of our intentions ; and in his holy 
presence we declare, that as we are 
not moved by any light and hafty 
fuggeftions of anger and revenge, (0 
through every poflible change of for- 
tune we will adhere to this our de- 
termittation. 

Dene in Congrtfs, by unanimous 

confenty the thirtieth day of 

Qfioher, one thoufand Jrvea 

hundred and fe<venty-eight. 

Henry Lavrbns, Prejideat. 

Jtteft. Charles Thomson, 

Secretary." 

Thus all negotiation for depen- 
dence being at anend, Great-Britain 
and America are now to contend on 
the following points: ill, On the 
part of GreaNBritain it is declared, 
that as we nvift net fubmit, and fhe 
cannot fubdue, me will attempt to 
win and deftroy. 2dly, On the part 
of America it is declared, that if the 
war is prosecuted in a manner not 
conformable to the laws of nations, 
the conduct of, her enemies fhall be 
xetaliated. 

*If our enemies were under the gui- 
dance of xeafen, they would deAft 



from thofe efforts with which they 
threaten us ; lft, Becatrfe, although 
they may burn many defencelcfs 
towns, and ravage much of the open 
country, the attempt to ruin us mu<t 
be unfuccefsful, and the expenre of 
it enormous ; not to mention that 
their whole force is necefTary for their 
own defence, which neceflity will 
daily increafe. 2dry, Becaafe their 
barbarity, by exafperating more the* 
minds of the Americans, will more* 
effectually wean them from all at- 
tachment to, and connection with, 
Great- Britain, as well political as 
commercial. 3dly> Becaufe they 
muft expect that our allies will afford, 
every aid in their power to vindi- 
cate the violated rights of nations ;. 
which indeed they are bound to do, 
not only in common with all other 
Sovereigns, but by the powerful 
principles of faith and affection. 
And, Athly, Becaufe fuch conduct 
on their part would juftify on ours, 
not only the breach of any compacts 
which might be entered into, but 
even the molt fanguinary meafares 
at the moft vdiflant period ; nay 
more, would demand a remembrance 
of the injury, until fuch ample ven- 
geance would be taken as would in 
future prevent fimilar infults from 
others. 

But the unreafohablenefs of thele 
meafures is very far from being at 
conciufive argument why they will 
not adopt them j lit, Becaufe their 
whole conduct, with relation to this 
country, bears fuch ftrong marks of 
folly,. that tofuppole they will not 
obftinately perfiit in it, would argufr 
a degree of weaknefs and infidelity.- 
2dly, Becaufe it is perhaps neceflary 
that they lhould make a vifnation to 
every Hate, in order to purge it of 
the moil turbulent part of the dif- 
affefted, and punifh the remainder 
by the deflruction of their property,. 
thereby bringing home to their feei^ 
ings that conviclioo which was not 
to be effected in the common waf 
of reafoning, 3d!y, Becaufe fame-- 

thing 
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thing mull oe allowed to the anguifh 
of difappointed avarice and ambition ; 
for, fince no hope remains of ac- 
quiring that dominion which was the 
objeel of their fervent denies, it is 
perfectly natural that men, free from 
the influence of juftice or humanity, 
would take any and every method 
to fatiate the vengeance of defeated 
defpotifm. And, fourthly, Becaufe, 
as they fuppofe, they have offended 
us beyond forgiveneis, fo they (con- 
clude that we ihaU be ftimula$ed by 
paifions like their own, to profecute 
their ruin : in which cafe, being too 
haughty to afk our fnendfhip, they 
have no alternative but to endeavour 
tp render our enmity as little dan-, 
gerous as poffible. 

On the other hand, the determi- 
jiation of America to retaliate, is 
dictated by every motive of policy 
and juftice, and mull terminate to 
the great prejudice of Britain, and 
the ruin of her adherents on this 
tide of the Atlantic : nor can the 
means be wanting ; the towns on 
^er coaft are at leait as defencelefs as 
ours ; and their citizens, unufed to 
arms, are utterly incapable of repel- 
ling an aifault. A fmall fum of 
money would wrap their metropolis 
in flames. Their fubjects and ad- 
" herents may eafily be found in any 
part of the earth ; and the dreaded 
leal ping-knife may, in the hands of 
our riflemen, fpread horror through 
their iftaad. Thefe and many other 
methods may readily be devifed ; 
and certainly fome critical moment 
will offer itfelf, in the flowoftime^ 
to proclaim to them the injuries of 
America in the rough founds of 
merited barbarity. 

'Confidering our prefent fituation 
and connexions, we cannot but be 
fenfible that the Independence of 
America is fully fee u red, and nothing 
ieft to guard againft but the ravages 
of a cruel foe, and the derangement 
of our finances. To effect the for- 
mer, we mult hold ourfelves ready 
tp repel force by force wherever af- 



faifed, and firmly ttitott evtry in« 
fringe m en t of the law of nations with 
unfeeling perfeverance* To remedy 
the latter, economy in the expendi- 
ture of moneys and taxation* are th6 
natural means, and, in addition . to 
thefe* private (economy, founded 
on a conviction that the monies wan- 
tonly expended in the prefent moment 
of depreciation, will foon be deeply 
regretted when it hath recovered its 
full value. By fuch fteps we fhall 
fruftrate the defigns of our enemies, 
and haften that molded t when the 
United States of North^America, 
rjfing from diftrefs toglc-ry^ fhal! cHf*- 
penfe to their citiaens the blemngs of 
that peace, liberty and kfety foe 
which we have virtuoufly aad vigo-* 
roufly contended. 

The portals of the Temple we have 
raifed to Freedom* (halt then bo 
thrown wide, as an Ajylum to man* 
kind. America fhall receive to her 
bofom and comfort and cheer the op- 
prefled, the miferahle and the poor 
of every nation and of every chrae. 
The enterprise of extending com- 
merce fhatl wave her friendly flag 
over the billows of the remoteft r»- 

fions. Induftry fhall colled aad 
ear to her fhores all the various pro- 
ductions of the earth, and all by 
which human life and human man- 
ners are polifhed and adorned. In 
beaming acquainted with &e reli- 
gions, the cuitoms. and the laws, the 
wifdom, virtuea and follies, and pre- 
judices of differeorxounaies, we fhall 
'be taught to cherUkithe principles o£ 
general benevolence. We fhall learn 
to confider all men as our brethren, 
being equally children of the Uni- 
verfal Parent— that God of the hea- 
vens and of the earth, whofe infinite 
Majefty, for providential.favour dur- 
ing the late revolution, almighty 
power in our prefervation from im* 
pending ruin, and gracious mercy in 
our redemption from the iron fhacJdea 
of defpotifm, we cannot ceafo with 
gratitude and with deep humility 'to 
praiie, to reverence and adore* 
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A Narrative of the capture and treat* 
merit of John Dodge, byiheErtg* 

* /ijb, at Detroit. 

I fpme time fince left the place of 
my nativity in Connecticut^ and, in 
the year 1770, fettled in Sand\uiky> 
an Indian village, about half way 
between Pittfburgh and Detroit, where 
I carried on a very beneficial trade 
with the natives, till the unhappy 
difpute between Great-Britain and 
America reached thole pathlefs wilds, 
and roufed to war favages no ways 
interefted in it* 

In July, 1775, Captain i James 
Woods called at my houfe, in his way 
to the different Indian towns, where 
he was going to invite them, in the 
name of the Congrefs, to a treaty to 
be held at Fort Pitt the enfuing fall ; 
I attended him to their villages, and 
the 'favages promifed him they would 
be there. Captain Woods alfo in- 
vited me to go with the Indians to 
the treaty, as they were in want of 
an interpreter, which I readily agreed 
to. 

Soon after the departure of Cap- 
tain Woods, the Commander of Fort 
Detroit fent for the favages in and 
about Sandufky, and told them that 
he heard they were invited by the 
Americans to a treaty at Pittfburgh, 
which they told him was true; on 
which he delivered them a talk to 
the following purport: "That he 
was their father, and as fuch he 
would advife them as his own chil- 
dren ; that the Colonifts, who were 
to meet them at Pittfburgh, were a 
bad people; that by the indulgence 
of their Protector, they had grown a 
numerous and faucy people; that 
the Great King, not thinking they 
would have the affurance to oppofe 
his juft laws, had kept but few troops 
in America for feme years part ; that 
.thofe men, being ignorant of their 
incapacity to go through with what 
they intend, propofe to cut off the 
few regulars in this country, and 

• then you Indians, and have ajl Anic- 
v Vol.VJII. 



Hca to themfelves"; and all they waitt 
is, under the (hew of friend/hip, to 
get you into their hands as hoftages, 
and there hold you,, till your nations 
fhall comply with their terms* which 
if they refufe, you will be all maf* 
facred- Therefore, do ndt go by 
any means ; but if you will join me* 
and keep them at bay a little, while 
the King, our father, will fend large 
fleets and armies to our affiftance, 
and we will foon fubdue thciri* and 
have their plantations to ourfelves." 

* This talk fo difmayed the Indians* 
that they came to me, and (aid they 
Would not go to the treaty, at the 
fame time telling me what the Go* 
vernor of Detroit had faid to them. 
On this Mr. James Heron and my* 
felf, having the caufe of our country 
at heart, aiTerted that what the Go- 
vernor had faid was falfe, and told 
them that the Colonifts would not 
hurt a hair of their heads; and if 
thev would go to the treaty, that I, 
with Mr. Heron, would be fecurity, 
and pledge our property, to the > 
amount of 4000I. for their fafe re- 
turn. This, with the arrival of 
Mr. Richard Butler with frefh invi- 
tations, induced fome of them to go 
with me to the treaty. 

In the fall I attended a number of 
them to the treaty, where we were 
politely received by tr>e Commiffion- 
ers fent by Congrefs. The council 
commenced; the Indians* who are 
always fond of fifhing in troubled 
water, offered their affiftance, whick 
was refufed, with a requeft that they 
would remain in peace, and not take 
up the hatchet on either fide. On 
the whole, thefe Indians were well 
pleafed with the talk from the Con- 
grefs, and promifed to remain (juiet. 

* The Commiffioners thinking it 
proper, fent the continental belt and 
talk by fome of the Chiefs to thfc 
favages who refided about the lakes. 
Thefe Chiefs being obliged to pafs 
Sandufky in their rout, Mr. John 
Qibfon, Agent for Indian affairs, 

L requeftei 
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requeued me to Accompany them, 
and furnifli them with what they 
flood in need of; on which I took 
them home. 

On my arrival at i the village, J 
found the favages in confufion, >nd 
preparing for war, on which I called 
a council, and rehearfed the conti- 
tinental talk, which, with a prtfent 
pf goods, to the amount of twenty- 
five pounds, quieted them. Thi»4 
informed Congrefs of, agreeable to 
their requeft, by exprefc, and that 
the Governor of Detroit was flill 
urging the Indians to war* 

Soon after this, a party of favages 
from the neighbourhood of the lakes, 
came to my houfe, on their way to 
the frontiers, to itrike a blow ; I 
aflted them the reafon they took up 
the hatchet ; they replied, that the 
' Governor of Detroit; had told them, 
that the Americans were going to 
murder them all, and take their 
lands; but if they would join him, 
they. would be able te drive them off, 
and that he would give them twenty 
dollars a fcalp. On this I rehearfed 
the coatinental talk, and making 
them a fmall prefent, they returned 
home, believing as I had told them, 
that the Governor was a liar, and 
meant to deceive them. 

On this I thought proper to write 
to the Governor of Detroit, what he 
was to expect mould he continue to 
perfuade the Indians to take up the 
hatchet. He was fo enraged at the 
receipt of this letter, that he offered 
lool. for my fcalp or body ; he feat 
out ieveral parties to take me, with- 
out effect; till having fpread an evil 
report of me among the Indians, on 
the 15th of January, 1776, my houfe 
was furrounded by about twenty fol- 
diers and favages, who broke into 
the houfe, made me a pnfoner, and 
then marched me for Detroit. 
v It was about the duflt of the even- 
ing, when, after a fatiguing march, 
t arrived at Detroit, and was carried 
Wore Henry HamjJtoa, late a Cap- 



tain in the 15th regiment, but now 
Governor and Commandant of De- 
troit ; he ordered me clofe to con* 
rmement, telling me to fpend that 
night in making my peace with 
God, as it was the laft night I fhould 
live ; I was then hurried to a loath- 
fome dungeon, ironed and thrown in 
with three criminals, being allowed 
neither bedding, flraw, or fire, al- 
though it was in the depth of winter, 
and fo exceeding cold, that my toea 
were froze before morning. 

About ten o'clock the next morn- 
ing, I was taken out and carried 
before the Governor, who produced 
a number of letters with my name 
figned to them, and aflted me if they 
were my hand-writing I To which I 
replied, they were not ; he then faid* 
it was a matter of indifference to him, 
whether I owned it or not, as he un- 
derstood . that I had been carrying 
on a correfpondence with Congrefs, 
taking the favages to their treaties, 
and preventing their taking up the 
hatchet in favour of his Majefty, to 
defend his crown and dignity ; that 
I was a rebel and traitor, and he 
would hang me. I afked him whe- 
ther he intended to try me by the 
civil or military law, or give me any 
trial at all ? to which he replied, 
that he was not obliged to give any 
damn'd rebel a trial, unlefs he 
thought proper, that he would hang 
every one he caught, and that he 
would begin with me firft, I told 
him, if he took my life, to beware of 
the confequence, as he might depend 
on it that it would be looked into. 
What, fays he, do you threaten me, 
you damn'd rebel, I will foon alter 
your tone; here, take the damn'd 
rebel to the dungeon again, and let 
him pray to God to have mercv on 
his foul, fori will foon fix his body 
between heaven and earth, and every 
fcoundrel like him. 

I was then re-delivered to the hands 
of Philip De Jeane, who a&ed in the 
capacity of judge* ihcriff, and jailor, 

and. 
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and carried lack to my dungeon,' 
where I was foon waited on by the 
mif&onary to read prayers with me ; 
bat it was fo extremely cold* he 
could not Stand it but a few minutes, 
at a time.* In convcrfation with him, 
I told him I thought it was very hard 
to lofe my life without a trial, as I 
was innocent of the charge alledged 
again ft me ; he faid it was very true, 
bat that the Governor had charged 
him not to give me the leaft hopes 
of life, as he would abfplutely hang 
me. 

I remained in this difmal iituation 
three days, when De Jeane came and 
took out one of the criminals, who 
were in the dungeon with me, and 
held a fhort conference with him, 
then came and told me, the Go- 
vernor had fent him to tell me to 
prepare for another world, as 1 had 
not long to live, and then withdrew. 
I enquired of the criminal, who was 
a Frenchman, what De Jeane wanted 
with him, but he would not tell me. 

The evening following he told his 
brother in diftrefs, that De Jeane had 
offered him 20I. to hang Mr* Dodge, 
(meaning me) but that he had re- 
fufed, nnlefs he had his liberty ; De 
Jeane then faid, that we mould both 
be mot under the gallows. 

Being at laft drove almoft to de- 
fpair, I told De Jeane to inform the 
Governor I was readier to die at that 
time than I mould ever be, and that 
I would much rather undergo his 
Sentence, than be tortured in the 
dreadful manner I was : he returned 
for anfwer, that I need not hurry 
them, but prepare myfelf, as I mould 
not know my time till half an hour 
before I was turned off. 

Thus did I languid) on in my 
dungeon, without a friend being 
allowed to viiit me, denied the ne- 
cefiaries of life, and mull have pe* 
rimed with the cold, it being in the 
depth of winter, had not my fellow 
prifoners fpared me a blanket from 
their fcanty Stock, Thus denied the 



leaft Comfort in lift, together with 
the unjuft and favagc threatening I 
received every day, brought me So. 
very low, that my inability to anfwer 
De Jeane's unreasonable questions, 
with which he daily tormented me, 
refpecling innocent men, obliged him 
to notice my Situation, and no doubt 
thinking I mould die in their hands, 
they thought proper to remove me to 
the barracks, and ordered a doctor 
to attend me. The weather had 
been fo extremely cold, and my legs 
had been bolted in fuch a manner, 
that they were fo benumbed, and the 
Sinews contracted, that I had not 'the 
leaft ufe of them ; and the Severity 
of my ufage had brought on a fever, 
which had nigh Saved them any fur* 
ther trouble. 

After I had lain Some time ill, 
and my recovery was deSpaired o£ 
De Jeane called and told me that the 
Governor had altered his mind with 
refpect to executing me, and bid me 
be of good cheer, as he believed the 
Governor would give me my liberty 
when 1 got better ; I replied, that it 
was a matter of indifference to me 
whether he gave me my liberty or 
not, as I had much rather die than 
remain at their mercy; on which, 
he Said, " You may die and be 
damn'd," and bounced out of the 
room. 

When I had fo far recovered as to 
be able to Sit up in my bed, my 
Nurfe, being afraid 1 mould inform 
her hufband of her tricks in his ab- 
fence, told the Governor that 1 was 
going to make my efcape with a 
party of foldiers, that I was well, 
and could walk as well as (he could ; 
though at that time my legs were 
Still To cramped and benumbed with 
the irons and cold, that had king* 
doms been at ftake, I could not 
walk* 

On this information, De Jeane 
came and told me to get up and walk 
to the dungeon, from whence I came; 
I told him I was unable j " Crawl 

L 2 then, 
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then, you damnM rebel, or I will 
make you ;*' 1 told him be might do 
as he pleafed, but I could not (land/ 
much more walk ; on this he called a 
* party of foldiers, who totted me inter 
a cart; and carried mt to the dun* 
reon ; here, by the perfuafion of the 
doctor, who was very kind and at- 
tentive, 1 was a-lowed a bed, and 
not ironed. By his care, and the 
Weather growing milder, I -got .rid of 
my fever, and began .to. walk about 
my dungeon, which was only eight 
feet fquare ; but even this was a 
pleafure too great for me to enjoy 
long, for in a few days I was put 
into irons. The weather now giow^ 
ing warm, and the place often five* 
from, the illth of the poor fellows I 
had left there, and who were after- 
wards executed, I 'relapfed. By 
perfuafion of the doc"fcor, who told 
them, unlefs I had air I mould die, 
a hole, about feven inches fquare, 
was cut to let in fome air, 

I remained ill till June, although 
the doctor had done all that lay in 
his power ; he then let the Governor 
know, that it was impoflible for me 
to Tecover, unlefs I was removed from 
the dungeon ; on which he fent De 
Jeane to inform me, if I would give 
fecurity for my good behaviour, that 
he would let me out of prifon. Be- 
ing, by my ufage and fever, reduced 
to a ftate of derpondence f 1 told him 
that it was a matter of indifference 
what he did with me, and that his 
abfehce was better than his company : 
he then published it abroad, and 
Several gentlemen voluntarily entered 
.into zoool. fecurity for me, and I 
once more was allowed to breathe the 
freih air, after fix months confine- 
ment in a loathfome dungeon, except 
eight or nine weelcs that I lav fick at 
fhe barracks. 

Qn my going abroad, I learned 
that aJJ the property I left in the 
woods, to the amount of i ; or 1600L 
was taken in the King's name, and 
4ivi^4 V&W§ {&* Jndiajis, As J 



had but little to attend to but the 
recovery of my health, I mended 
apace. As foon; as I could walk 
abroad, Governor Hamilton fent for 
me, and faid, he was fbrry for my 
misfdttunea, and hoped I would think 
as little as poffible of them ; that as I 
was in a low ftate, he thought I had 
beft not think of bufinefs, or think 
of what I hid left, as he would lend 
me ahind to recover my Iofles. This 
finpoth difcourfe gave me but little 
farisfadtion for the. ill ufage I had 
received at his hands ; however, £ 
was determined to reft as eafy as I 
cculd, ti-1 I hadan oppprtunity of 
obtaining icdrefs. 

As foon as I found myfelf fo far 
recovered as to be able to do bufinefs, . 
which was in September, I applied 
to the (governor to go down the 
country ; but he put me off with fine 
words, a per minion to do bufinefs. 
there, and a prorhife of his afiiftance. 
J now fettled my accounts with the 
perfons with whom I was connected 
in trade, and found myfelf 7ool.in 
debt. My credit being pretty good, 
I fet up a retail ftore, and as -many 
of the inhabitants pitied my cafe, 
•theyall feemed willing to fpend their 
money with me. My being matter 
of the different Indian languages, 
about Detroit, was alfq of fervice to 
me, fo that in a ftiort time I paid off 
all my debts, and began to add to 
my ftock. 

In the fpring of 1777, I heard 
there was like to be a good trade at 
Machilimakanac, on which I applied 
to the Governor, and, with a great 
deal of trouble, got a pafs, went, 
and met with good trade. On my 
return, Governor Hamilton, by fe- 
veral low arts, attempted to pick my 
cargo, which as it would fpoil the 
fale of the remainder, I could not 
allow. As he had no pretence for 
taking them from me by force, it 
once more provoked him 'to wrath 
again ft me ; he greatly retarded my 
" les, by denying me a permit to 

draw 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 77 ) 



draw my powder out of the maga- 
zine ; alio ordered myfelf and two 
fervants to be ready, at a moment's 
warning-, to march under Captain 
Le tyote on a fcouting party with 
favages: I told him it was again ft 
my inclination to take up arms 
again ft my own flefh and blood, and 
much more fo, to go with favages to 
butcher and fcalp defencelefs women 
and children, that were not interefted 
in the prefent difpute : he faid it was 
sot any of my bufinefs whether they 
were interefted in the difpute or not ; 
and added, if you are not ready when 
called for, I will fix you. Lucky 
for me he was foon after called down 
the country, and fucceeded by Cap* 
tain Mountprefent as Commander, 
who ordered Le Mote to ftrike my 
came out of his books j but my 
fervants, with their pay, I loft en- 
tirely. 

The party of favages under Le 
Mote went out with orders not to 
fpare man, woman, or. child. To 
this cruel mandate even fome of the 
favages made an objection, refpefting 
the butchering the women and chil- 
dren, but they were told the children 
would make foldiers, and the women 
would keep up the flock. — Thofe 
fens of Britain offered no reward for 
prifoners, but they gave the Indians 
twenty dollars a fcalp, by which 
means they induced the favages to 
make the poor inhabitants, who they 
had torn from their peaceable homes, 
carry their baggage till within a fhort 
diflance of the tort, where, in cold 
blood, they murdered them, and de- 
livered their green fcalps in a few 
hours after to thofe Britifh bar- 
barians, who, on the firft yell of the 
favages, flew to meet and hug them 
to their breafts reeking with the blood 
of innocence, and fhewed them every 
mark of joy and approbation, by 
Jiring of cannon, &c. 

One of thefe parties returning with 
a number of women and children's 
ftaJps, agd three prifoners, they 



were met by the Commandant of the 
fort, and after the ufual demon- 
ftrations of joy, delivered their fcalps, 
for which they were paid ; the In- 
dians then made the Commandant a 
prefent of two of the prifoners, re- 
fer ving the third as a facriftce to the 
manes of one of them (hat had fell in 
the expedition. Being fhocked at 
the idea of one of my fellow creatures 
being tortured and burnt alive by 
thole inhuman favages, I fought out 
the Indian who had loft his relative, 
and to whom, according to the In- 
dian cuftom, this unhappy man be- 
longed ; I found him, took him home 
with me, and by the afllftance of 
fome of my friends, and twenty-five 
pounds worth of goods, I perfuaded 
the inhuman wretch to fell his life to 
me. As the reft of the gang had 
taken the prifoner about two leagues 
diftance, and were making merry 
over him, we were obliged to lay a 
fcheme to deliver him from their 
hands, which we did in the following 
manner: — It being midnight, and 
very dark, the Indian, myfelf, and 
two fervants, crofTed the river in a 
batteaux to where they were ca- 
roufing around this unhappy victim. 
The Indian then went to his com- 
panions, and under pretence of taking 
the prifoner out to anfwer a call of 
nature, he delivered him to me who 
lay at fome diftauce, ajnd I carried 
him to the batteaux. As foon as he 
found himfelf in the hands of his 
deliverer, his tranfport was too great 
for his tender frame ; three different 
rimes he funk lifelefs in my arms, 
and as often, by the help of water, 
the only remedy at hand, I prevented 
his going to the land of fpirits in a 
tranfport of joy. None but thofe 
who have experienced it, can have 
an idea of the thoughts that rouft 
have agitated the breaft of a man, 
who, but a few minutes before, faw 
himfelf furrounded by favages, whofe 
difmal yell, and frightful figures, 
heightened by the glare of a large 
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fire in a difmal wood, which mall 
have harrowed up the foul of an un- 
interefted by-ftander, much more of 
one who knew that very fire was pre- 
pared for his execution, and that, 
every moment the executioner was 
expected to arrive — The executioner 
arrives ;• he advances towards him ; 
he loofens this unhappy victim from 
the tree to which he was bound, no 
doubt, as this young man imagined, 
to be kd to the flake ; but as it were 
in an inftant, he finds himfelf in the 
hands • of his deliverer and fellow- 
countryman. This, as I faid before, 
was too much for him to bear ; how- 
ever I got his almoft lifelefs corpfe 
to my houfe, where I kept him hid. 
The Indian, according to our agree- 
ment, in anx hour or two after I was 
gone, returned feemingly much fa* 
tigued, and told his fellow favages, 
who were impatiently waiting to be- 
gin their brutal facrifice, that the 
prifoner had efcaped, and that he 
had in vain purfued him. 

Some time after this I found an 
opportunity, and made an agreement 
.with the Captain of a yeffel going to 
Machilimakanac, to take my unhappy 
inmate with him; but one of my 
fervants tempted, by a large reward 
fhat was offered for retaking the 
above prifoner, informed De Jeane 
that he was hid in my houfe; on 
jvhich my habitation was foon fur- 
f ounded by a party of foldiers under 
pie command, of faid De Jeane, and 
jnyfelf, the young man and four fer- 
yants were made prifoners, and hav- 
ing demanded my keys, which I 
iielivered, we were hurried to gaol, 
aqdeonfinedin different rtwns. Here 
this unhappy young fellow, in high 
Expectations of feeing his* friends, 
was once more plunged into the hor- 
rors of imprifonment. 

I was fent for, and carried f before 
the Commandant, where, on being 
examined who was the perfon in my 
houfe, I frankly told him it was a 
" young man whom I had bought of 
|he Indians when they were going 



to burn him, and that I meant to 
fend him to Canada to be out of the 
way of the favages ; but De Jeane, 
like other men of bad principles, 
thinking no man could do a good 
action without imifter views, faid 
that he believed I had purchafed him, 
to ferve my own ends, and that he 
would find them out, which the 
Commandant ordered him to do as 
foon as poffible, and I was ordered 
to prifon. 

De Jeane then took my fervant, 
who was his informant, ironed him, 
put him in the dungeon, and, after 
keeping him three days on bread and 
water, the lad almoft frightened out 
of his fenfes, fent for De Jeane, and 
told him that the day before I was 
taken up, I had wrote feveral letters, 
and, on his bringing a candle to feal 
them, that I faid, if he told any one 
that I was writing to Pittfburgh, that I 
would blow his brains out. This 
fuiting De Jeane's pnrpofe, he made 
the lad fwear to it, and then fet him, 
with the reft of my fervants, at liberty. 

I was now once more called before 
the Commandant, who told me he 
underftood that I was going tq fend 
an exprefs to his Majefty's enemies, 
in confequence of which he had taken 
an inventory of my effects, and 
meant to fend me to Canada. I 
told him he was certainly rnifin form- 
ed ; he then taxed me with what 
De Jeane had forced from my fer- 
vant ; alked me where I was writing 
the day before I was taken. I told 
him to my correfpondents in Mon- 
treal ; and luckily for me a neigh- 
bour of mine, having been at my 
houfe, was produced, who declared 
the truth of what I faid, and that, 
I being hurried, had given him the 
letters to carry on board the veflel : 
this, with fome other falfe accusa- 
tions, being cleared up, I was once 
more releaied on giving frefh fecu* 
rity. 

Though myfelf and fervants were, 
for want of a pretence for detaining 
us, fct at liberty, it was not fo with 
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the uifortunate young man whom I 
had purchafed from We Indian ; he 
Hill remained in prifon, daily tor- 
mented with the threats of De Jeane, 
that he would deliver him to the 
Indians, which fo preyed on his fpi- 
rits, that in a fhort time it threw him 
into a fever. I then applied to Cap* 
tain Montprefent, the Commandant, 
who gave me permiflion, and I re- 
moved him to fick quarters, where I 
hired Jacob Pue, of Virginia, his 
fellow-prifoner, to attend him : I 
alfo, when leifure would permit, at- 
tended him myfelf ; but De Jeane, 
who ftill haunted him, had fo great 
an effect on him, that one day when 
I vifited him, he called me to his 
bed-fide, and faid to me, that De 
Jeane had juft left him, that he told 
him to make haile and get well, as 
the Indians were waiting for him. — 
Pray, Sir, (faid the young man to 
De Jeane) for God's fake try to keep 
me from the Indians ; for if they get 
me, they will burn me. Keep you 
from them, faid De Jeane, you 
damned rebel, you deferve to be 
burned, and all yonr damned coun- 
trymen with you, fo you need not 
think Dodge can fave you ; General 
Hamilton is now come up, and he 
will fix you all. 1 tried to comfort 
him, and told him to be of good 
courage; — Oh! replied he, 1 am 
almoft diftra&ed with the ide^a of 
being burnt by the favages ; I had 
much rather die where I am, than 
be delivered into the hands of thofe 
horrid wretches, from whom I fo 
lately, by your hands, efcaped, the 
recollection of which, makes me 
fhudder with horror. He could fay 
no more; he funk under it, and in a 
few hours after, death, more kind 
than his cruel tormenters, releafed 
him from his troubles. I paid the 
lait tribute to this my unhappy coun* 
pyman, and had his corpfe decently 
interred, attended by the Mimonary 
and moll of the principal Merchants 
ofjthc town., .■„ ,. , 



As Hamilton was arrived, I had 
every thing to expect jhat his malice 
could invent, more efpeciaJly as De 
Jeane, ito whom his* ear was always 
open, had told him (as I was in- 
formed) all and more than what had 
happened during his abfence. About 
a month after the death of the un- 
happy young man above related, I 
had occafion for fome of my powder 
out of the magazine ; I wrote an or- 
der to the conductor, according to 
cuftom, and waited on the Governor 
to have it figned ; on prefehting it 
to him, he looked at it, and then 
looking at me wich a farcaftic fmile, 
faid, It is powder you want, yoa 
damned rafcal, is ic ? at the fame 
time tearing my order, and throwing 
it in my face ; you have behaved 
yourfelf very well, have you not* 
after my granting you your life, you 
would not go with La Mote, would 
you not? fays he, and lhrring up in 
a great paifion, as though he would 
ftrike me, put himfelf between me 
and the door. What, fays he, you 
have a damned deal of influence with 
the Indians ; you can purchafe pri- 
foncrs without my approbation, ca%* 
you r you damned rafcal. Sir, fays 
I, I am no rafcal ; not a word out 
of your mouth, lays Hamilton, go 
about your bufmefs, and take care of 
me, or 1 will fix you: I replied, it 
had always been ray fludy to take 
care of him ; not a word, fays he, 
go about your bufineis,* and blefs 
your ftars 1 was not here inftead of 
Captain Montprefent, for I would have 
hanged you, you damned fcoundref. 
Here I took my leave, went home, and 
determined to think as little of Mr. 
Hamilton and his ufage as pomble, till 
I had an opportunityefgettingredrefs. 

Notwithstanding the hatred of 
Hamilton and De Jeane, I fpent 
the forepart of the winter very hap* 
pily, till the 25 th of January, 1778, 
when feveral merchants of the town, 
got permiffion to go to Sanduflty to 
trade, and as they propofed encamp- 
ing 
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$ng about two leagues from the 
town, myfelf and feveral others, in 
a friendly manner, propofed, and did 
accompany them in our fleighs to 
their firft ftage ; but on our return, 
I being a-head, was challenged by 
De Jeane, at the head of thirty or 
forty foldiers, by afking, who came 
there? to which I replied, John 
Dodge ; he then ordered the foldiers 
to feize me and the two gentlemen in 
the fleigh with me, and forced us to 
return to the encampment we had 
juft left, where he feized the whole 
of the gentlemen, who were going, 
by permifllpn, to Sandufky, with their 
goods, fleighs, &c. and carried the 
whole of us, the next morning, back 
to the fort, and charged us with 
fending out goods to iupply (as he 
politely termed it) the rebels. 

After being detained three days in 
prifon, I was taken to De Jeane's 
houfe, to fee my papers, books, 
defks, &c. examined. They broke 
open my defk, pretending to have 
loll the key. On fearching, they 
could not find any thing worth their 
notice, or what they expected to 
^nd. De Jeane then gave me my 
keys, and told me to fend for my 
defk, and take care of myfelf, as he 
would watch me; I told him, as he 
bad taken it from my houfe and 
broke it, he fhould mend it and 
fend it home, before I would receive 
it : flop a little, faid he, I will fpeak 
to the Governor, and fix you yet if J 
can ; he then gave me into the care 
of the guard, and ordered me to 
gaol. -About the fifth day after 
this, not hearing any thing from 
him, I fent for my violin, and was 
diverting myfelf, when Governor 
Hamilton patted by, and enquired 
who was playing on the violin ; to 
which the Corporal of the guard an- 
fwered, it was me. The next day, 
De Jeane waited on me with a black- 
smith, who foon clapped on a pair of 
hand-bolts ; and now, fays De Jeane, 
1 have fixed you, you may play the 



violin till ycjto are tired; I aflced 
him what I nad done to be treated 
thus; for that you muft apply to the 
Governor, replied he, for it is his 
pleafure that you are fo : he then 
threatened to put on' leg-bolts ; on 
which I told him, I did not value 
his irons, but if he kept me prifoner, 
I fhould look to him for my pro- 
perty, (about 3CO0I.} Yes, fays he, 
we will fix you and your property too. 
and then left me. About fix days 
after, I was taken to my own houfe, 
where two Englifh and two French* 
men, 'by order, of the Governor, took 
an inventory of my goods, and ibon 
after fold the whole at vendue, for 
about 1900I. New-York currency. 
Thus being a fecond time robbed of 
my property, I lay a prifoner as con- 
tented as pomble, without any thing 
material happening, until the firft of 
May. 

On the firft of May, 1778* I wa« 
put on board a veflel to go down to 
Quebec, and by fome of my friends 
furnifhed with provifion and necef- 
faries for the voyage ; but ofthefel 
was robbed by De Jeane, and had it 
not been for fome gentlemen, paf- 
fengers in the fame veffel, I muft 
have fuftered with hunger. On the 
firft of June I arrived at Quebec, 
where I was conducted to Mr. Prin- 
tices, the Provoft Marfhal : ha, ha, 
faysjie, Mr, Dodge, Are you here? 
I have often been told you were a 
damned rafcal, doing all you could 
again ft government ; it is a pily 
Governor Hamilton did not hang 
you when he was about it, as he 
would have faved government a great 
deal of trouble. From hence 1 was 
conducted on board the prifon-fhip 
Meriah, with a number of farmers, 
taken off their plantations by the 
favages. 

Two days after I was put on board 
the prifon-fhip ; we were vifited by 
Mr. Murray, CommiiTary of Prifoners, 
to whom I gave an account of my 
capture and ill ufage ; he told me, 

he 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( *i > 



fie Would /peak to the General, and 
give me an anfwer. - Two days af- 
ter, he again came on board, and 
told me, as it was very difficult 
times, I could not have a hearing at 
fcrefent ; I told him I wanted nothing 
put what the Englifh conflitntion 
allowed* and if I could not get that 
in Quebec, I would apply to Eng- 
land ; to wHich he replied, I had 
better be eafy* for if 1 did not, he 
vfouldput me in irons again. - • 
T 1 remained on board the prifon 
fhip till the beginning of Auguft, 
when Mri Murray came on board, 
and informed me that I was not to 
go with the prifoners ; but if I 
would give my parole, I mould be 
allowed the liberty of Quebec. I 
afked him the occafion I could not be 
feat with the other prifoners $ he 
replied, it was the Governor's" or- 
ders i I afked him if I was to be al- 
lowed anjr fuppbrtj he faid, riot 
any. I told him it was very hard to 
oe dragged from my houfe, robbed 
of m^ property, deprived of my 
liberty, fent 1200 miles in irons, ana 
ftill be held a prifoner in the town of 
'Quebec, without any allowance for 
fupport : all my applications were in 
vain ; I was fet on fhore under pa- 
role the 4th of Auguft, and the fhip 
failed with the other prifoners foon 
-after. 

The caufe of my detention, as I 
-was afcerwards told by Mr. Murray, 
was, that Governor Hamilton, of 
Detroit, had wrote the General not 
to fend me round with the other 
prifoners J for- if I got into the 
United States, he knew I would 
come immediately upon him, and as 
I knew the country, was well ac- 
quainted with the languages of the 
different Indians about the lakes, 
and had great influence among them* 
mould be the means of their lofing 
the fort, which would be much 
againft the crown. 

On my enlargement, I foon got 

Vol. VIII. 



acquainted with a number of "gentle- 
men, who were friends to the Unheal 
States, and the caufe in which they 
were engaged. Some days after, go- 
ing on more, I fell in cdmpany with 
a Mr. Jones, who happened at that 
time to be reading a letter fenr J>y 
General Montgomery, while he lay 
before Quebec, to (governor Carlidn, 
and "on concluding it, faid he hoped 
General Montgomery was in hell, 
and that all the rebels would foon be 
with him ; to this I made a reply, 
words enfued, and then blows ; he 
drew on me, but I parried his thrufl 
with my cane, fo that I only got a 
fmall wound In my knee 1 he then 
made a complaint, arid I was fent for 
by the Gerieral, who threatened to) 
put me in confinement if I did not 
find fecurity ; this I foon found, and 
bonds were given for me for two 
months ; at the end of which, as 
they neglected renewing them, and 
left me without parole or fecurity, I 
hired an Indian guide, and, on the 
ninth of October, quitted Quebec, 
After a fatiguing march through the 
woods* on the 20th of November, I 
arrived at Bofton, where I was kindly 
received, and politely treated by 
General Gates, who fupplied mf 
wants, and forwarded me to hi* 
Excellency General Wafhington ; I 
waited on him, was politely received,, 
and fent on to Congrefs, having 
fome matters relating to Canada 
worthy their hearing. 

Had the love of my country no 
ways prompted me to act againft the 
tyranny of Britain, I leave it to the 
world to judge, whether I have not 
a right to revolt from under the 
dominion of fuch tyrants, and exert . 
every faculty God has given me to 
feek fatisfactton for the ill ufage I 
received ; that if I had ten thoufand 
lives, and was fure to lofe them all, 
I think, fhould I not attempt to gaili 
fatisfaction, I fhould deferve to be a 
ilave the remainder of my life. 

M £*//*- 
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Baltimore, December 29. 
Copy of a Utter from Captain Joseph 
Bowman, at a place called Illinois 
Kajkajkiasy upon the Mijjtfippi, to 
his friend, Colonel John Hite, 
of Frederick county , Virginia, dated 
July 30, 1778. 
■« Dear Sir, 
, ** I embrace this opportunity to 
give you fome information of our 
proceedings fince our embarkation 
from Monongahela, till our arrival 
at this place. We fet fail from thence 
down to the Big Kan haw a, where we 
found our men had been confined for 
eight days, in which time there had 
been an attack made on the forty by 
a fuperior number of Indians, Jup- 
pofed to be about 200 ; they killed 
one man in the fore, and wounded 
one or two more; but finding them- 
felves not likely to fucceed in their 
attempt, they endeavoured to kill all 
their cattle, and then made towards 
Green Briar, where I expected they 
intended < to make a fatal blow.-^- 
From thence we continued down to 
the falls of the Ohio, where we 
erected a fmall garrifon upon an 
ifland, where I Jeft ten or twelve 
families, with a quantity of pro- 
tifions, and a few men to guard 
them. From thence we continued 
down the Ohio, moving day and 
•jiifcht, with about 170 or i8omen 
in number, till within fixty miles of 
the mouth ; we ran our boats up ^ 
fmall creek to hide them, not having 
jnen enough to leave a fufficienc 
guard. From thence we itarted for 
the Illinois, taking four days pro- 
vifion with us, and in fix days ar- 
rived at the place in the night, on 
: the fourth inft. having marched two 
days without any fuftenance, in which 
hungry condition we unanimoufly 
determined to take the town, or die 
in the attempt. About midnight 
we marched into the town, without 
being difcovered ; our objeel was the 
fort, which we foon got poiTeflion 
«f* the commanding officer (Philip 



Rocheblave) we made prifonery an<$ 
is now on his way to Williamfburg, 
under a ftrong guard, with all his 
inftructipns,, from time to time, from 
the feverai Governors at Detroit, 
Quebec, and Michillimackinack, to 
fet the Indians upon us, with great 
rewards for our fcalps ; for which 
he has a falary of 200I. fterling per 
year. This town confifts of about 
250 families, fufficiently fortified to 
have refilled % thoufand men ; but 
coming upon them by furpme, the^ 
were obliged to furrender themfelves. 
The next day evening I was ordered 
by our commanding ofiicer (Colonel 
<p!ark) with thirty men .mounted on 
horfeback, to attack three other 
french towns up the Miffifippi. The 
^rft is called Parraderufki, about fif- 
teen miles from Kafka fid a$ ; the town 
we, had in, ppffeflion ; and before 
they had any; knowlege of my ar- 
rival, . I was in po/Teifion of thi» 
place, which was no fmall furprize to 
tbem ; in confequence of which they 
were willing to comply wit^ any* 
terms I fhould propofe. 
, "From theuce I proceeded to St. 
Philip's, about nine miles higher 
up the river, which I likewife took^ 
jsofTeffion of: and as it was impof- 
fibie for them to know my flrength, 
the whole being tranfa&ed in th« 
night, they ajfo came to my own 
terms. From thence I proceeded to 
Cauhow, about forty or £fty miles-, 
above St. Philip's, which contained 
about one hundred families- j we rode 
immediately to the commander's 
houfe, and demanded a furrender of 
him and the whole town, which was 
immediately complied with. I then 
pofTefled myfelf of a large (tone 
houfe, well fortified for war — I was 
immediately threatened by a man of 
the place, that he would call in 150 
Indians to his afllftance, and cut me 
off". This fellow I took care to fe- 
cure, but lay upon our arms the 
whole night; this being the third 
night without fleep. In the morning 
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I required them to take the oaths of 
allegiance to the States, or I fhould 
treat them as enemies, which they 
readily agreed to, and before ten 
o'clock there were i ^o who followed 
the example, and in lefs than ten 
days there were 300 took the oaths, 
and now appear much attached to 
our caufe. But as this is in fo re- 
mote a part of the country* and the 
Indians meeting with daily fupplies 
from the Britilh officers, who ofier 
them large bounties for our fcalps, I 
think it prudent to leave a guard 
here ; and being' anxious to do every 
thing in my power for my country, 
in order to eftablifh peace and har- 
mony once more amongft us, this 
will engage my attention the enfuing 
winter. The inhabitants of this 
country, upon the Miflifippi, have, 
without any kind of doubt, influenced 
the feveral nations of Indians in this 
quarter, as alfo upon the Ohio* fo that 
'ere it be long I flatter myfelf we mail 
put a ftop to the career of thofe 
felood-thir#y favages, who glory in 
fhedding thi blood of the innocent, 
for further particulars ( muft refer 
you to my brother, the bearer hereof, 
and I am, <fec^ 

Jos€P« Bowma«.' ; 

^i 

In General Affembly of Ptnnjjl<vania t 

Saturday >'$onjtm$er ^28, 1778. 

Whereas divers petitions have been 
prefented to former Memblies of 
this Commonwealth, fuggefting in- 
conveniencies in the prefcat <onfti- 
tution and form of government, and 
praying tfee faid Aflpmblics to adopt 
prudent and proper meafures to ob- 
tain the fenie and judgment of the 
good people of this State thereupon : 
in confequence whereof, certain reso- 
lutions were heretofore parted and 
publifhed- out the invafioa of the 
State and other circumftances have 
prevented the fame beingcarried into 
effect. Refolved unanimoufly, there- 
fore, in purfuance thereof, That the 
people throughout this State, quali- 



fied to vote for Members of Affetri' 
bly, do meet at the ufual places of 
election fince the late happy revolu- 
tion, on the twenty-firth day of 
March next, and chufe Judges and 
Infpe&orsas by law direcled in cafe 
of Reprefentatives, And die faid 
Judges and Infpeftors being fo chofeu 
and fworn as at the eleclion of Re- 
prefentatives, fhall provide two boxes 
for the city and each diftricl of every 
county, and on the firft Tuefday of 
April next they fhall receive the 
votes of the freemen qualified at the 
time of faid eleclion by law to vote 
asaforefaid, making at the fan* time 
a lift of the voters names, and put 
into one box all the votes for and 
againlt a Convention, the voters in 
favour of a Convention writing on 
their tickets, " for a Convention f f 
and thofe againft it writing on the 
tickets, *< again ft a Convention;'* 
and in the other box they (ball put 
the votes for the Members oTfuch 
Convention, as that, if the majority 
of votes mould be in favour of a 
Convention, the minority may not 
be precluded from a choice in the 
perfbns who are to compofe it, or 
the people put to the inconvenience 
of a fecond meeting ; all which votes 
fhall be put into boxes fo conftra&ed 
as that they may be fealed, ai foon as 
the election is clofed, by the refpec- 
tive Judges with diftinft feals, and 
delivered by the faid Judges, or one 
of them, to the Sheriffs at the Court* 
houfes of the refpeclive counties 
within three days after, from whence 
they real! be brought up by the faid 
Sheriffs to the Affembly, if fittings 
or if not fitting, then to the Aflembly 
at their next meeting, the judges 
fending at the fame time the impref- 
fions of their feals* and the lifts of 
the voters names, inclofed in a let- 
ter to the Speaker, and upon the 
Sheriff's making oath or affirmation, 
which he is enjoined to do, that the 
faid boxes as delivered by htm are 
the fame received from the Judges of 
Mr the 
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Oe "election, jmd -in the fame con- 
dition, without having been opened, 
or. the contents thereof in any refpeft 
Altered by them or with their pri- 
vity ; then tl^e faid boxes fhall be 
opened in the Hou4e, and if a ma- 
jority of votes fhall appear to be 
a^ainft a Convention, then no fur- 
ther proceedings {hall be had ; but 
if a majority of votes fhall be for a 
" Convention, the £iTembly fhall therl 
proceed to open the boxes containing 
the. names of the Members for the 
city and each county, and (hall de- 
clare the fix highejt in number from 
each cjtt and county to be the Mem- 
bers toTreprefent the faid city and 
counties in Convention, and fhall 
direcV-the Convention <to meet at 
Lancafter on the firft day of June 
next:; and the faid Convention hav- 
ing: fo met, fhall judge, of the qua- 
lifications . of its Members, and then 
proceed to determine on thefe points, 
viz.' .*; t . 

i. Whether the Legiflative Power 
of the State flia.U be yetted, as at 
prefent, in a t fingle branch ? ( t 

2. If the Convention fhould be 
for a fecond branch of Legiflation, 
then, how the fame and the Execu r 
|ive Powers for the adrniniftration 6f 
government fhall be pnftru&ed? .,,. r 
, .3. If the Convention fhall deter- 
mine againft a fecond branch of; Le- 
gifiature, wjiether.any proyifion fhall 
be made, forthe tevifal of laws (with- 
out any negative) before they receive 
their final fan&ion ? ; t , 

4. Whether < the. appointment of 
Juftices , a<nd . Field Officers, of *he 
Militja fhall be vefled in the Execu- 
tive Powers of Government? 
: 'c. Whether the Council ofCen- 
Ibrs fhall be abojifhed ? 

6. Whether the Prefident and Vice 
Prefident may .not bft eligible into 
Council, fo as je*be<capahie of faid 
offices after the expiration of three 
years, if their tood*i& fhall render 
them wpnhyi-.:;* . ,. „ 

* 7. Whethen thjfc Judges fhould not 
J>e more independent by haying their 
fclaries fixed and certain ? 



S. Whether,; agreeable to the a*tu 
cles^ of confederation of the United 
States, the Delegates in Congrefs may 
not be eligible three years fucceffively/ 

9. In cafe any alteration fhall be 
made by the Convention in the above 
points, how .the feveral oaths prei. 
{bribed by the Conftitution fhall b* 
adapted thereto l v 

; And the faid Convention having 
£nifhed, they fhall publish their pro* 
ceedings and determinations, which 
ihall be received and adopted by the, 
inhabitants of this State, at and.af* 
ter the neNt general election, as parts 
of the Confutation by which the/ 
are m future to b^e governed. . 

And tthat tho choice may be at 
free and. Qpen t as is confident , with 
the intereft of the State, no ofHce or 
pofl under Congrefs, or^n the. {State* 
fjull debar any perfon 0t.herwife.qua7 
lifted from, being ek&ed into thq 
faid Convention, . ■-. ; . ti 
. And to prevent as much as pof. 
fible any irregularities which may 
Happen when the votes are. collected 
by dillri&s, each diflrift may, if they 
tjiink prqper, depute op a fubftantial 
qualified freeholder, , Appointed ip 
writing by the Infpe&ors, to attend 
at every other diflrift in the faid 
county where an-.eieftiori is held, to 
check as n\uch as may be,, the, re* 
ceipt of votes from unqualified per? 
fons, and to enable .him fp to do, 
there fhajl be produced at each, place 
of election, the tax duplicate?, and 
alfo the regifters taken by the Magi r 
fbates, of. the, perfon having taken 
the oaths of allegiance as prefcribed 
by law.;. .and ,if any vote be quef- 
tionedi as having been given on- an 
antedated certificate,, the, voter may 
be called to anfwer thereupon onoath 
or .affirmation ; and if he fhall re* 
fufe to declare the real date of bis 
certificate, or it fliall otherwife ap- 
pear to be antedated, fuch votes 
ihall be rejected, unlefs he fhall take 
the Wt$ prefcribed, by law. 
tl 4 ~;. Bxtrad from the . Minutes, 
John Morris, junior, 
Clerk of the General Affemblf. 
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. gennjyl t vQnia i /T. , , 

Tie Supreme Executive Council of the 

Cowtmonivealth of Pennfyl'vania^ 

fro all to njohofk thefe Prefents Jh all 

. <orne 9 Greeting: 

Whereas by virtue and in pur- 
suance of fundry laws of this Com- 
monwealth, herefore patted and enac- 
ted for the better fecurl^y of the 
government thereof, divers- perfons 
ilave been apprehended, and in due 
courfe of law commit tep to prifon, 
having ;been convicted of ; per tin a- 
cioufly refiifing tp take the feveral 
•oaths or affirmations required by the 
faid laws, from the' fubje&s of this 
>State,; and -many' of the perfons fo 
charged and' convicted,- dp now ra* 
-main in feveral df the prlfons of this 
State, i And whereas by ah Act of 
Aflembly paiTedat the laft- fdflions, 
and dated the fifth day of December 
M, entitled, " A farther Supple- 
ment to the AcV entitled, an Aft 
for the better fecurity of Govern- 
jnent," all the pains, penalties, and 
difa'bilities, impofed.by any former 
Acts of Aflembly, (except thofe of 
electing &ad being elected or ap- 
poiuted to any office, or : place of 
truft or profit, or ferving on juries) 
were declared from thenceforth to 
ceafe and determine. NOW KNOW 
Y£, xhat the. Supreme Executive 
Council of the Commonwealth of 
Peonfylvania, duly cohfidering the 
nature, purport, and tendency of the 
&id,A& of An'embly, and alfo the 
circunjftances and iituation of the 
faid prifoaers, have pardoned, re- 
mitted, and releafed, and by thefe 
prefents do pardon, remit, aad re- 
Jeafe unto the. faid parties, and every 
of them,. ; fo (landing charged and 
convicted as afprefaid, by whatfoever 
name., or names they may be called 
or known, all and every the faid 
offence or crime of recufancy as afore- 
fcid, and all punjihments, pains, and 
penalties, inflicledby any of the faid 
laws, or any judgment of any Court 
of law thereupon, other than any 
fine or iinw duly impofed by any of 



the faid Court or Qourts of law in 
this Commonwealth : and do by thefe 
prefents hereby fuperfede all war* 
rants, or orders of commitment or 
detainers whatfoever, heretofore iA 
fued by any Court, 'Juilice of Peace, 
or other perfon in authority under 
this Commonwealth, except as herein 
before mentioned. And all Sheriffs, 
Coroners, Under-Sheriffs, Gaolers; 
and others, are hereby authorifed 
and required, on payment of prifon 
fees and bther fees, to enlarge and 
fct at liberty, all perfons committed 
or detained by reafon of the pre*- 
inifes, for which' this mall be your 
jfofficient warrant. Being not wil- 
ling that the faid recufants, or any 
of them, (hall be farther molefted by 
any Sheriffs, juftices, Bailiffs, or 
other our Mintlters or fucceflbrs, or 
be aggrieved or , difturbed in any 
thing by occafion of premifes, ex- 
cept for any fines as herein before- 
mentioned ; and being alfo willing 
that thefe letters patent, (as to ail 
and fmgular the premifes aforemen- 
tioned) be and remain good, firm, 
valid, and effectual in law, although 
the crimes and offences aforefaid, be 
hot fully fet forth, and that this re- 
leafe, remiffion, and exoneration, of 
ail and every the faid recufants, be 
in all Courts within this Common- 
wealth, and effewhere, interpreted 
and adjudged in the moft favourable 
fenfe, for their more Aire difcharge, 
and alfo be pleaded and allowed in 
all the faid Courts without any other 
writ, grant,- or declaration, in that 
behalf obtained or to be obtained. 
Any defect or defects in thefe letters 
patent contained, or any act, ordi- 
nance, provifion, proclamation, or 
restriction, or any other thing, caufe, 
or matter whatfoever, to the con- 
trary hereof in - any wife notwith- 
ftanding. , 

Given by order of the Council, 
under the hand of his Excellency 
Jofeph Reed, Efq. Prefident, and 
the leal of the State .at Philadelphia, 
this twenty-ninUiiday of December * 
* .:. ' v * in 
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in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
sand fcven hundred and feventy- 
eight. 

Joseph Reed, Prefident. 
Atteft. T. Matlack, Secretary. 



Ten thousand pounds reward. 

A PROCLAMATION. . 

Whereas in the courfe of the pre- 
fent war with America, evtry fpecies 
of cruelty has been attempted to 
bring back the rebellious Colonies to 
a conftitutional fubordination to 
Great-Britain, villages have been 
burned, farms have been laid wafle, 
the faith of treaties has been broken* 
priforiers have been deliberately poU 
Ibned, ftiiled, and ftarved to death, < 
and old men and children have been 
murdered in cold blood, but all to 
no >purpofe f the Colonies Hill con- 
tinuing in-open rebellion ; and where- 
as it has become neceflary to change 
the above defcribed mild, and gene- 
rous fyftem of war, in order to pre 7 
vent the remains of the towns and 
inhabitants of the faid rebellious Co- 
lonies from becoming an accefTton of 
force to the natural enemy of Great- 
Britain, the above reward therefore 
is offered to any perfon or perfons 
who will difcover to his Majefty*s 
Cornmiffioners a more expeditious and 
terrible method of dellroying towns, 
and a more cruel and torturing me- 
thod of murdering, poifoning,ftifHng, 
and ftarving the inhabitants of the 
faid rebellious Colonies than any 
hitherto praftifed fince the com- 
mencement cf the war. The fkill 
of the fweepings of the jails of Bri- 
tain, of the fhambles of Germany, 
and of the finks in North-America 
having been tried without efted in 
the perfons of Britifii foldiers, Hef- 
fian mercenaries, and American new 
levies and Tories, »one fuch need 
apply for employment. And whereas, 
by a treaty entered into in the begin- 
ning of the prefent war between the 
Britifn Mmiftry and his Satannic 
Majefly, the latter agreed that he 
fhouid a Siit the former by bb advice, 



and that he mould furnifh him wftfc 
proper Minifters, Secretaries of State, 
Generals, Admirals, and Governors; 
and whereas the advice and affi fiance 
of his Satannic Majefty, and the of- 
ficers furnifhed by him have prove^ 
inefficient for the purpofe of re- 
ducing the rebellions Colonies, no 
perfon or perfons in the family or 
fervice of his Satannic Majefty need 
expe6l to be employed in the faid 
bufinefs of burning, deflroying, ra* 
vaging, and defolatiag the country, 
and of defraudmg, inflating, butch- 
ering, murdering, poifohing, ftifling, 
and ftarving the inhabitants of the 
faid rebellious Colonics, 

Eden, and Co. Conwnifiioners of 
Peace. 
Given at New 7 York, t?y their Excel- 
lencies Command, 

Ferguson. Secretary* 
Ptjinjyl-uama Packet J\ 



For the Remembrancer.. 
In the Englim, as well as Ameri- 
can papers, we are told, Mr. Com- 
miffioner johnflone declared in the 
BritimHoufe of Commons} November 
lafl, " that two-thirds of the people in 
the provinces," fo he is pleated to call 
them, meaning the American States, 
" wifh to return to their ajlegiance to 
Britain." Lord North vouches for the 
truth of what the Commiffioner fays, 
and fixes alfo the precife proportion 
for the whole union, (( that two-thirds 
of the people were inclined to return 
to the allegiance of Great Britain.** 
It is a good rule of prudence, npt 
fbrwardly to pronounce a thing im- 
pofTible, becaufe it is ftrangeand un- 
accountable, or becaufe, from aught 
that appears, there is an arrant ab T 
furdity and contradiction in it; but 
to difencumber this rule from ex- 
ceptions, would ; lead to the moft ab- 
folute fcepticifm. I cannot, there- 
fore, help afking, might not thefe 
orators every whit as well have fai4 
" all the people of America to a 
man," were of the difpofnion men- 
tioned ? Or that the.preteace of there 

being 
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iring an oppofition rn that country 
to the counfels and mcafures of Great 
Britain was a malicious falfehood, 
without the leaft colour of founda- 
tion in fad? The one to me appears 
equally probable with the ©ther ; nor 
can the tranfcendent abilities, the 
profound judgment or enlarged infor- 
mation either of the ftudious Pre- 
mier, fo famous for knocking his 
head again ft paradoxes, and fplicing 
op prophecies not yet fulfilled •> or of 
the laborious Commiflioner who has 
lately travelled fo extenfively in A- 
merica, as from Philadelphia to New- 
York by water, formed fo wide an 
acquaintance by letters not yet an- 
flwered, and picked up fo many 
" things to tell bis children about," 

five it fufficient weight to attract my 
elief. It is a natural queftion, How 
do thefe knowing ones become pof- 
fefled of their knowledge ? jrom the 
Whigs of America they can fcarcely 
derive it, neither their intereft, their 
principFes or their inclination's lead- 
ing them to have any connection or 
correfpondence either with the Mini- 
fter or the Commiifioner, or any of 
their miffionaries> nor would they 
be fo imprudent or felf-denied, as to 
difcover the weaknefs of their party. 
Do the difaffecled, do the Tories of 
America furniih it r Arc thefe the 
days of Bernard and Hutchinfon ? 
Can a thoufand men, can a fmgJe 
regiment now march from one end of 
America to the other ? Is the cry 
about a little contemptible faction 
yet in fafhion? If fo, I know the 
oracle which has been confulted, and 
can readily diftinguifti the gerruine- 
fcefs of the refponfe. But if dire 
experience has for years taught a dif- 
ferent doctrine, if facls have long 
fince contradicted the vain boafts of 
courtiers and their lktie officious re- 
tainers, what are we to think of that 
callous effrontery which dares to per- 
fift, or of that unmixed ftupidity 
which kcm$ to be as credulous as 
ever. 



There is fomething which would 
induce us to believe this myfteriou* 
poGtion, as fir as his Lordfhip i» 
concerned, originates from reHecUoa 
inftead of information, as we meet 
with a fimilar ftroke of the marvel- 
lous in the profecution of his fpeech r 
where, in confideration of the critical 
Hate of affairs, he warmly exhorts to 
vigour and perfeverance, and inti- 
mates that the nation has not vet* 
to ufe the words of a fmall poet in a 
like cafe, " nubiftltd its favouritA 
tune" *' Formerly, Mr. Speaker* 
when one-third only of the Ame- 
ricans were in our intereft, twenty- 
five thoufand men were amply fuf- 
ficient to curb the republican fpirit 
of that country j two-thirds are now 
for us, and we find pur account fa 
it ; for fifty thoufand are now com- 
pletely a match for the crumbling 
tranfatlantick Minority; we need but 
exert ourfelves like men, and when 
three-thirds come over to our pur^ 
pofes, let us convince the reft, the. 
unavailing remnants of the expiring 
rebellion, that we are in ferious ear- 
ned, and fend out an hundred thou- 
fijnd. There is nothing like a firm* 
well-timed . boldnefs of enterprise." 
A refined ftroke of court-rheiorick^ 
far above the reach of vulgar com- 
prehenfion. Leaving Great Britain 
out of the queftion, when two-thirda 
of the Americans are agajnit one* 
and that one, to ufe the current lan- 
guage of his Lordihip and his com-, 
forters, compofed or a few dema* 
gogues of much violence but no 
judgment, at the head of the dregs 
of the people without intereft, {y{» 
tern, or confequence, we muft be 
contented to be furprifed at hearing 
exhortations to extraordinary exer- 
tion, till we become better ac- 
quainted with the principles of his 
reafoning. Far be it from me to 
infinuate, I have not done it, nor 
will I, that thefe aflertions are palm- 
ed at a rifque upon the gentle un- 
thinking ignorance of thofe to whom. 

' they 
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they arc uttered ; or that the Mini- 
fter trufts himfelf to fuch a length of 
daring and confcious falfehood, flea- 
died by the countenance of the con- 
verted CommtJJtoner ■, and depending 
upon the fidelity of thofe he has pur- 
chafed for value received, «• fecured 
by expectancy, and the credit of fuch 
with others their fubordinates and 
dependents. And < yet to hear it 
gravely faid, that, in a government 
fcch as that of the United States, 
confidered either collectively or in- 
dividually, a Minority, and, to beg 
the expreffion, lefs than a Minority, 
made up, as before obferved, of the 
ihfignificant inferior mobile, without 
wifdorri or wealth, without head or 
liands, (honld either impel or draw 
after them the- Majority, or more 
than a Majority, oppofite to them in 
every refpecl, is a ftrong temptation 
to hard thoughts. If two-thirds of 
the Americans are difpbfed to return 
to the allegiance of Great Britain, 
why have they not returned ? Who 
appoint our public bodies to whom 
the conduct of national affairs is corn- 
mined? Do not the people medi- 
ately or immediately give them their 
life, motion, and object ? The people 
in the ftricleft fenfe; the whole, al- 
feoft without exception, having a 
right of voice. Moreover, this crea- 
tion of rulers being repeated at fhort 
periods, if the difpofmon of the peo- 
ple were as declared, is it poffibte 
they* would Continue to countenance 
teen who daily run counter to their 
plaineft ideas and purpofes. If I 
employ an agent to traniaft a matter 
fcf bufinefs for me, and he abufes 
my confidence, -facrifices my intereft, 
and wilfully acts in direct contra- 
diclion to my declared intentions, 
Will I repeatedly employ him ? 

One thing may be fuggeited in 
Jjalliation of this extravagant afTer- 
tion. Who has not remarked how 
Ivildly and uncertainly the people of 
One country commonly reaion con- 
cerning thofe of another dinxring in 



frtuatiori of territory, progrefs of cul- 
tivation, in manners, interelts,* and 
the modes of life; It may perhaps 
be beyond the power of language 
and defcription to give a domeilic 
Briton an adequate idea of the ftate 
of America. He judges of things 
fimilar by analogy, and fondly thinks' 
they cannot be otherwife in America 1 
than they are* in Great Britain; If/ 
as we are told, the wheels of govern- 
ment in Great Britain move upon! 
the principles of bargain and fale ; : 
if a fyftem of venality is eftablifhed 
throughout the whole train ; if the 
opinion of the Prince is that of the 
Miniftry ; if the opinion of the Mini- 
ftry is that of their dependents ; "if- 
the influence of thefe is extended 
through the mafs of the people, fuch; 
I meari as* are of any account, iti. 
numerous and divcrfified degrees of 
fubordihatiort, all referring to the 
fame object and promoting the fame 
purpofe ; in fuch a government, with' 
a flandihg army, the duration of 
which is unlimited, and where'but a 
handful of the people, compara- 
tively with the whole number, have 
any voice or agency, the idea of 
two-thirds being ruled by the re- 
maining one, is not fo abfurd or 
contradictory ^ In America it is, and 
1 hope always will be, inc'oniiftent 
and ridiculous. I am far from being 
incenfed at the prevalence of this 
prejudice on the other fide of the 
water. They are welcome to all/the" 
confolation they can derive from it* 
They never will derive more than 
we do when we reflect that to' their 
credulity, ignorance, and ftupidity 
we owe, under Providence, our efcape 
from the grafp of tyranny and oj>- 
preflion. The infatuation of our 
enemies, their campaigns of blun- 
ders in the beginning of theflruggle 
gave us time and opportunity to look 
into our unknown refources, to mar- 
fhal our fcattered, untried ftrength, 
and to form ourfelves into a well? 
combined regular oppofition. * 
Bojitn Gazette. ] S i l z n t ro. 
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A RETURN of the MILITIA of the Province of Mass, 



Cokwel Jacob Wcndal 



Captains Green and Steel** battery company •— 

Colonel Francis Briodley . mmr 

Samuel Miller ■ .. 

Colonel* Hatch and Oliver's two companies at the CaJUe 

Colonel Benjamin Lincoln — - 

Ichabod Plaifted 

John GreenleaJF ■ mmmm 

Daniel Appelant *— — — 

Late SaltonlUir* — -*. — 

iacob Fowle ■ » , -_ 

/iJliam Brattle " — — — 

Captain Weir's Charles-town battery company — 

Colonel Jofeph Buckmafter ■ - 

Eleatar Ting — mmmmm 

Oliver Wilder — - 

Abraham Williams ■ » — 

Ifrael Williams . 

John Worthington •— p 

iohn Chandler, jun. — — ■ 

Timothy Roggles — — _**_ 

Thomas Bowcn — — — 

Ephraim Leonard — — _ 

£zm Richmond — — — __ 

Gaml. Bradford — — > 

Thomas Clapp — — «— 

lames Otis ■ ■ ■ ■■ ^^ 

Thomas Wiaflow ■ _ 

Sir William Pepperril, Bart. ■ 

Samuel Waldo ■ ■ — ~ 



Zacharaias Mayhew 
Major Jonah Coffin 



Suffolk — 

Ditto 

Ditto — 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Eflex 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Middlesex 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Middlesex and 

Ditto 

Hamplhiro 

Ditto 

Tlfif i art ■■ 

wottcsei 

Ditto 

Bri*ol 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Plymouth 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

York 

Ditto 



Duke's County 
Nantuckett 



I 



N, B. Eight mentioned in Colonel Otis'* troop belongs to Colonel Wi 
Colonel Mayhew'* regiment, per laft return was -* 

Major Coffin's ditto ■ ■ . ■ ' ■ - 



Per the above return 
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Bojhn, May 22. 

Lail Sunday arrived in town from 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Mr. Bliftiner ; 
a gentleman of family and character, 
with an intention of entering the 
American army, either as a volunteer 
err an officer : he is a native of Nova* 
Scotia, which place he left twenty 
days fince, and informs us that there 
are but a coo troopi in that depart* 
ment, including new levies ana fo- 
reigners ; but that they have been 
finder great apprehennons of an in- 
vaiion from the Americans ; and have 
put their town and harbour in a Arong 
pofture of defence ; particularly 
Pleafant Point and the Citadel-hill, 
which places have 1 80 pieces of can- 
non mountedon. Theinhabitantsare, 
in general, for the American caufe. 

He alfo informs that the Captains 
Pro&or, Solomon, and Monk, of the 
Britifh army, and feveral others, were 
lately drowncdon their paffage to New- 
foundland, on the recruiting fervice. 

ExtraS of a letter from a Gentleman 
' at Head-Quarters in Nenu-Jerfey, 

dated May 2. 

" Yefterday his Excellency, our il- 
luitrious General, Monfieur Gerard, 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty's Ambaf- 
fador, Don Joan Oe Mirrallias, the 
Spanim Envoy, and a numerous train 
#oT gentlemen, were received on the 
grand parade (where a brigade of 
mufquetry were drawn up) under a 
difcharge of thirteen cannon. The 
mufquetry then went through the 
firings and manoeuvres with great 
military precifion, and were honoured 
.with the applaufe of the noble fo- 
reigners, who pronounced them equal 
to any European troops, and fupe- 
rior to many. A ftage . had been 
creeled on an advantageous piece of 
ground, to accommodate the Ladies, 
of which on this occauon there was 
a brilliant aflemblage. Early this 
morning Monde ur Gerard fet out on 
his return to Philadelphia, under a 
difcharge of cannon, highly pleafed 
with his visit to the grand army." 

VoL.VIil. 



T9f tbt REMffeBRAKCKIU 

New-England Miiitia* recommtnded* 
H the confederation of Old- England* 
Having, lince in fome words that 
I fpoke in a Committee on the Mili- 
tia-Bill, referred to the militia of 1 
New. England, been repeatedly aiked 
by feveral gentlemen about the form 
and ftate of that militia, Mr. Al- 
mon is at liberty to publifb the fbl* 
lowing i firft, as it is a general an* 
fwer to thofe enquiries ; and next as 
this, which has always been found 
adequate to a national defence and 
efficient in fervice, may fugged even 
to this country fome matters not nn* 
worthy their notice > and perhaps 
an example worth the following ; 

General idea of the Militia of the 

Province ofMaJackuftttsBay. 

All male perftms, from 16 years of 
age to 60, are oonfidered as the com* 
ponent parts of the national defence ; 
as the constitutional and legal force 
tof the community. 

To this end, the country is di- 
vided into military diftrifts or divi- 
fions, all the inhabitants of which are 
considered as the component parts of 
a company or troop : the law pro* 
vides a fpecial penalty for fuch as 
ftrift their dwelling to avoid being 
enrolled as an individual in that 
corps. 

Such perfons dwelling within each 
of the faid precincts, a$ the Gover- 
nor (hall think proper to commiffion* 
are the commiffioned officers of that 
company or troop. 

The firft act of thefe officers is to 
&x upon a clerk of the company* 
who under a certain penalty, is ob- 
liged to undertake this office. Before 
he enters upon his duty, he is to take 
an oath of office. He is then to 
make out a lift, and enroll all the 
perfons as aforefaid, living within 
the faid precincts of the faid military 
diftrift or divifion. He is then to 
prefent fuch to the Captain or chief 
officer, and to attend all mutters. 
He by his office is to fuc out, and 
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*0 diftrain for> all penalties forfeited 
for military neglects and mifdemea- 
nors, as by law directed. . 

The perfons enrolled in this lift 
are considered by the law as en lifted, 
and are at their own expence to be 
armed in fuch form as the law di- 
rects, and always to be provided 
with a certain quantity of powder 
and ball, and are to be muttered as 
foldiers. All thofe individuals (ex- 
cept fuch as are by law excufed) are 
to attend all military trainings and 
exercifes. 

A defined number of times for this 
training of the companies or troops, 
as atfo for regimental training, are 
£xed and determined by the law. 

The Captain or chief officer of 
each company is, at a certain num- 
ber of times in the year, as defined 
by the law, and at other times when 
duly ordered, to take an exact lift of 
the foldiers in his company ; to en- 
quire into the ftate of it, and of the 
ftate of thebr arms, and of all de- 
fects therein; that all perfons defec- 
tive may be profecuted as the law 
directs, and that care may be taken 
to remedy all fuch defects as are 
found in the faid company. 

Means are provided to furnilh fuch 
poor perfons as are unable to pur- 
chafe arms and ammunition, as the 
law requires. 

Drums, drummers, trumpets, trum- 
peters, colours, and banners, are to 
be found and paid for at the common 
charge of the company, towards which 
the military fines are appropriated by 
law. 

Befides the company's being thus 
armed and provided with ammuni- 
tion, the Select men of each town are 
to make a rate for a town Hock of 
powder and ammunition. 



The chief military officers of each 
town, may, at their difcretion, order 
and direct military watches to be 
kept in each fuch town : and all p«r- 
fpns, except fuch as are excufed by 
law, are in their turn of duty to at-. 
tend the fame. 

In cafe of an alarm, all perfons 
whatfoever, capable of bearing arms, 
are forthwith to appear at the place 
of rendezvous) compleat with their 
arms and ammunition, according to 
law. 

Of thefe companies and troops, 
the Governor, as Captain-general, 
or the Commander in Chief for the 
time being, forms regiments or other 
corps as ne fees proper, appointing 
proper officers thereto, as alfo a Lieu- 
tenant-general, and other inferior 
General officers. 

The Honourable the Members of 
the Council, the Reprefentatives for 
tjie time being, all civil officers, 
magiftrates, and fervants of the pub- 
lic, the clergy and ecclefiaftical of- 
ficers, and all members of the college, 
all mailers of arts, allowed phyficians 
and cbirurgeons, profefled fchool- 
mafters, mafters of vefels, conftant 
ferrymen, one miller to each grifU 
mill, conftant herdfmen, and dis- 
abled perfons, are by law excepted 
from training, and exempt from th« 
duty of military watches ; but they 
are neverthelefs to be provided with 
arms and ammunition compleat, un- 
der the fame- penalty as thofe who 
are obliged to train ; and upon a ge- 
neral alarm, are to appear at the ren- 
dezvous, and to do duty. 

Under this form of conftitution and 
provisions of law, the return of the 
militia of the province of Maflachu- 
fetts Bay, was as follows, in 1757 ;. / 
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f The Governor, as Captain-gene- 
tal, having power to inftrucl, exer- 
cife, train, and command this mili- 
tia, as fully an'd amply as any other 
the King's Captains-general have or 
enjoy, 'it became his duty to iflue 
out in orders fuch a mode of training 
and military exercife as the militia 
mould obferve : and for the neglec- 
ting to perform which, various pains 
and penalties, as by law eflablifhed, 
are incurred. 

Under a fenfe of this duty, I form- 
ed and directed, the following mode 
of training and exercife, which, ac- 
cording to all I had read, and had 
had opportunity of obferving, ap- 
peared to me the bed fuited to train 
a national militia to a practical ufe 
of arms, and to effective fervice : 

The Exercise yor the Militia of 
the Province of the Maffachufetts- 
May, by order of bis Excellency* 
Prefatory and Explanatory Jnjlrufiions 
to the Officers and Men. 
As it is the eflential property of a 
free government to depend on no 
other foldiery but its own citizens 
for its defence, fo m all fnch free 
governments, every freeman andevery 
Freeholder ft>ould be a foldier. A 
freeholder that is no foldier does as 
much as in him lies, that he mould 
be no longer free : for if the fame 
fpirit was to become general, there 
would be no foldiery within the go- 
vernment ; and it mnft either ceafe 
to be defended and fecure in its free- 
dom, or feek it defence in foreign 
afliitance, and fo be no longer inde- 
pendent. Every man, therefore, that 
wirties to fecure his own freedom, and 
thinks ic is his duty to defend that 
of his country, ftjould, as he prides 
himfelf in being a free citizen, think 
it his trueft honour to be a foldier- 
citizen. In fuch governments, com- 
pofed of fuch men, flaves only and 
aliens are forbid the ufe of arms; 
while it is the right, privilege, and 
pre-eminence of a free citizen to bear 
arms in the bands of his country. 



Tis bafe and flavim not to be al- 
lowed to bear arms in his own coun- 
try's defence : 'tis perfidy and trea- 
chery in a free citizen not to be wil- 
ling fo to bear arms. But to afteft 
to Dear arms, and not to know or 
learn the ufe of them — is worfe than 
flavimnefs and treachery ; it is cruelly, 
with aggravation, to mock hh coun- 
try in its diftrefs. 

Let therefore evety man, that, ap* 
pealing to his own heart, feels th« 
lead fpark of virtui or freedom there, 
think that it is an honour which he 
owes htmfeif, and a duty which he 
owes his country, to bear arms ; to 
know the ufe of them, and to be 
willing, with his lift, to bear and ufe 
them forhi9 country. If he once is 
confeious that be ought to learn thfc 
duty, he will foon know it; for 
there is neither difficulty nor myftery 
in it. There are many things which 
a foldier, whofe nvhole time is dc* 
voted to that fervice alone, may 
learn and acquire the • practice * of, 
that a militia cannot foare the time 
to learn. There are alU> many things 
which are neceflary for a foldier who 
is inlifted, and'tn pay for that fervice 
only, to learn, pra&tce, and dd, which 
are not at all neceflary for a militia. 

The regular feldiery is corapofed 
of men, who, forthemoft part^never 
bore arms, and are totally unfltilled 
in the ufe of them : 'tis therefore, Jn 
the firft place, abfolutely neceflary 
that they, as individuals, ihould 'be 
taught to handle the firelock; and 
as all have this to, learn, 'tis right 
that all ihould learn one method.— 
As this method is not natural but 
artificial, it becomes neceflary that 
they ihould be fo conftantly conti- 
nued in the exercife of it, that the 
method may become habitual- and 
aim oft natural; for ufe is fecond 
nature. 

It is not fo with the men whocom- 
pofe the militia 'of thefe countries. 
Every man here 'knows and is pecu- 
liarly expert in the* ufe of the fife- 
lock*, 'ttsalmoft as conftantly in his 
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fiand as %ny of fats implements of 
hufyandrvqr of his trade. As an indi- 
vidual therefore, he knows already 
better tjxan fix days, or fix tipies fix days 
in ayear, would teaflhhim, the ufe of 
his arms. If it be expected that he 
Jeara the one uniform exerciie pre- 
scribed, while hp has a peculiar me- 
thod of his own in handling his arms, 
£ few days training in a year may, 
Juring. the time $% is in training* 
make nlm perform it in an aukward 
ion£rained manner; but it will no 
$no« ^abitua^e him to, or teach him 
jto ufe .'igat exereffe in fervice, than 
inaking^a man who is lefc-handed 
pfe his right hand fix times a yeas, 
.will make him right-handed, It is 
^ere^ore" to be confidered firft, what 
as abfolutely neceifery to be done; 
apd next, what militia can be brought 

e'dp. For a littfe, and well is 
iter than a great deal tha^t is ftark 
^naught. ..'-,..:* ' 

"All* the exercife of arms therefore 

that I ihall require of the^ militia is, 
t that ; ufc of them which in time of 
^ftjo^will indifptnfibly and necef- 
: farily be required : fqd as it is abfo- 
JttteJv aecepry tba$ every man Ihould 

be able to -load duly and &n fteadily, 
\tp he who can load the quickeft and 

npe with the beft aim will, as an in- 
j dividual, do moft execution* 
_ And if in action every man was to 
v £g&t as a fingle perfon, I fbould wiih 
tflwery man to load and fire his own 
, yt*y ? in that w^ich He has been nfed 
: tc; and thiol; hinj the bell fcldier 

Vho could throw the moil balls jnfo 
, ^ mark in the fhorteft time. 
* Jjgf as in fervice the whole if to aft 

as a a#e united body, and again ft a 

body of nien,-7rfome^hing more and 
j Something diftcfenf is required, though 
t jn n>y opinion very litue moje, with 

very little, difference, wjli ffcrve th? 
,. PUiWe. 

And fob) whatever method a man 

ha* of loading and firing by himfelf, 

when he ads in a body of men, it 

fjuft be fuch as not to interfere with 



his neighbour, nor to interrupt hit 
acline, or obftruft his arms : for fo 
the fervice of both would be loftj 
and as far as the obftruclion or em- 
branglement-of arms reached, fo far 
would the fervice of all be loft. Every 
motion therefore that he makes with 
his firelock, muft of abfolute neceffity 
be right up and down directly before 
him, or in a direct line, from front 
to rear in the fpace betwixt him and 
{lis right hand raan> as I will pre- 
sently more particularly defenbe. 
The fame is alio abfolutely necefTary 
to be obferved in every motion he 
makes with his bayonet, either while 
he is fixing it, or when it is fixed. 

But further, when a number of 
men are a&ing together in a body in 
clofe order as they ihould, if one falls 
-back to load while another advances 
himfelf to fire, the confequences of 
fuch interfering motions will be, as 
it has always been found to be, that 
they will wound and deftroy more of 
rOoe another than of the enemy : it is 
therefore abfolutely necefTary that 
they learn to load and fire as near to- 

f ether at the fame time as can poflj- 
ly be, for the reafon jufl mentioned 3 
it is abfolutely necefTary for their own 
lafety ; but it is not iefs abfolutely 
necefTary to do effectual fervice againft 
a body of men.Tv-The killing one or 
$wo at a time in fuch a body, wil{ 
not difhearten, weaken or break 
them, fo that they may be forced ; 
but the fire well aimed of a number 
together, if it take place, will fall 
fo heavy and deftroy at once fo many, 
as will naake great gaps in and tend 
to dishearten, weaken, and break any 
t)ody of men in the world* 

As therefore, that individual, who 
by hijgfelf can throw the greateft 
number of balls into a mark in the 
. fhorteft time, is tfce beft foldier ; fq 
that divifion or platoon, that giving 
the clofed and heavieft fire, can throw; 
the greateft number of bails in a mark 
in the fhorteft time, is* tbt beft \an4 
mpjt effectual body of foldier*. 
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All that I have faid hitherto re- 
lates only to a body of men fixed on 
that /pot where they come to i&ion : 
hut. that a number of men Jbould m#ve 
together in a body* that they may be 
able to march with different fronts 
as the road or pafs will permit ; that 
;they ihould be able to take pofleflion 
of their ground in different forms, as 
the nature of the ground requires ; 
that they mould be able to change 
and vary their form even in time of 
a&on, as the ftrength, portion or 
motions of the enemy may make ne- 
ceflary ;— ~and finally, in cafe of their 
being broken, that from final 1 and 
leffer parties they may be able to 
perfom thefe things, which are ab- 
solutely neceffary, and not more than 
are neceffary, you fhould divide your 
regiment into parts by divifions, and 
the companies lntolerferfubdivnons ; 
draw up thefe leffer divifions on dif- 
ferent grounds, and teach them to 
form themfelves from fuch into com- 

, panies j and further teach thofe com- 
panies, thus collected, to form them- 

. (elves into regiments, taking their 
proper pofts : to do this, it is firft 

. abfolutefy neceffary, that you teach 
jhe men to perform their facings— 
and to open or clofe their order.— 
It is alfo abfolutely neceffary, that 

. the regiment and companies be 
taught to wheel and march by thefe 
feveral divifions. As thefe evolu- 
tions are contrived to form- a number 
of men, (which, without fuch order, 
would be a meer mob, or rabble- 
rout) to form them, 1 fay, into one 
body, that fhall aft as it were with 
one foul, as they are contrived that 
fuch body ihould take different forms 
and portions, and move different 
ways, without confufions or ceafing 
to be fuch. a one formed body. Any 
pf thofe more intricate evolutions, 
fuch as doubling the files, either by 
half files, or half ranks in divifions, 
fuch as I fear would never be learnt 
with exaclnefsj nor executed with an. 



habitual readinefs, would, in triv 
opinion, wafte much of the men's 
time in learning ; and when wanted 
to be done in action, being done im- 
perfectly, would rather throw the 
tody into confufion, and tend to 
break it, than to preferve its ordeir 
and unity ; but befidesthe danger of 
confufion and utter breaking, in at- 
tempting to perform what will be 
never executed in fervioe, it is clear 
from Mr* Bland, that the end to be 
derived from this doubling of files by 
divifion, namely, for the readier pair- 
ing of defiles, bridges or paffes, may 
be gained by a much eafier and 
plainer motion, «* When a battalion, 
fays Mr. Bland, is ftraitened for want 
of room that they cannot march the 
whole in front, an entire platoon 
fhould be ordered to fall back and 
/nafch in the rear, till the interval 
will allow of its moving up." In the 
fame manner, when a battalion is 
marching in divifions, and comes to 
fome defile, bridge or pafs, where the 
whole cannot march in front, the 
right or left half divifion, fhould be 
ordered to fall back and march in 
the rear of the other half, till the 

f round will allow of its moving up* 
lany things, fays Mr, Bland, that 
might be greatly ufeful, and of the 
utmoft fervice, were they fo perfectly 
learnt as to be executed with an ha- 
bitual readinefs, fhould never be prac- 
tifed, where, through a want of 
con (Ian t training and military dif- 
cipline, the officers cannot be fup- 
pofed tohavea thorough ready know- 
ledge of the fervice ; and where we 
know the private men, as in the cafe 
of militia, cannot be brought to be 
very exalt : in fuch cafe, it would 
be infinitely dangerous to attempt 
it, 

Upon this idea of the very grea$ 
danger there is in dividing a battalion 
into fuch divifions as a militia would 
neither underhand, like, nor learn ; 
fuch as would therefore rather tend 



Digitized by 



Googk 



to weaken, epofufe aijd. break -0iat 
battalion/ than order, . form ana) 
itrengthen it:, upon this idea it is. 
that I mall by no means recommend 
to the militia that method of forming 
a regiment by grand divifions, fub- 
jdivifions and platoons, which is ufed 
amongft the regular foldiers. A mili- 
tia foldier is never fo hearty and con- 
Jident in his fervice and action, as 
when fide by fide to his neighbour, 
his .friend, his relations, and united 
with them ; never fo well fatisfied tfi 
his duty of obedience, as when under 
the command of his own officer, who 
he knows is his neighbour, his friend, 
perhaps his relation, and atting unde^r 
the fame circumltances, the fame priri- 
ciples and interefl as himfelf. Thofe 
divifions therefore of a battalion which 
may poffibly divide and difunke a man 
from the company of his friends, and 
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they may -very well ferve in the Head 
of what is called grand-divifions. 
Inflead of fub -divifions, I would di- 
vide the companies into two parts ; 
the Captain to command the right 
divifion, the Enfign the left, and the 
Lieutenant in the rear: this I call 
dividing the battalion into commands'; 
as all the divifions are commanded 
by officers. As it will be neceflary 
.'iHII further to, divide the battalion,^- 
I would divide thefe commands into 
.two' parts ; the right party to be 
commanded by the commiffion offi- 
"cer, the leFt^y.a ferjeant. As thofe 
Tmall bodies of men which are corn- 
'manded by nbn -commiffion officers 
are called parties; I call this, divid- 
ing the, battalion into parties. So 
that inrtead' of the artificial divifion 
of the battalion into grand divifionS, 
fub-divifionsj and platoons, which 



by the ufual v method practifed in the jnuftconllantly vary according to the 
regular fervice of porting the officers, number of the battalion, and which 



may make fuch fall under the com- 
mand of fome officer in a regiment 
that he is a ftranger to, and who \% 
unknown to him, and with whom he 
is under no natural connections ;. the 
forming a battalion I fay, by thofe 
divifions, and that method of pofting 
the officers, does by no means fuit 
the fpirit of a militia,— Befides, no 
jnan, without conftant and continued 
gaining (which cannot be the cafe of 
rnilitia) will ever learn to know, the 
ieveral divisions and platoons to which 
he belongs: the battalion therefore 
by that mean.s would be in confu- 
sion; and if ever broken^ either by 
the interruption of broken ground, 
or thick woods, or the force of the 
enemy, would never be able again to 
rally and form. 

Xhe regiment is naturally divided 
into comtanhs ; which, generally 
freaking, are k> nearly equal, that 



consequently-, a militia foldier, and 
perhaps ^he officers would never learn 
to know, 1 divide the battalion into 
companies commands and farties-i- 
that is, the Captain's * command 6f 
his company, the fubaltern's conv 
mand, and ferjeant's parties : thefe 
divifions. are what the"y will be con- 
ilantly ufed tp, and will know; it is 
impoffible th.ey mould be ignorant 
which company they belong to j they 
could never be ignorant under which 
of the fijbaltenrs command they fell; 
and it would be as eafy as, knowing 
their right hand from their left to 
know which diyifion of this com- 
mand, namely, whether the fub- 
alterns, or the ferjeants they belonged 
to, and for the iame reafon \ would 
never have the drummers Qtherwife 
ported ;han at their refpeclive com- 
panies ; fo that whether the batpilfcn 
was ordered to wheel, to marchj to 



* T tl.hk (and will hope fome time or other to ejffe<ft it) that every com- 
pany fhobld have its own diflinct colour, or banner, as a llandard to which 
■ o repair., and u which to rally in caf$ of disorder or being broken* 
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fire, or do any ©ther .fervlce, by thefe 
divifions every ofScer knowing his 
own command, or party, and every 
man knowing to whatdivifion he be- 
longed, it would be done with eafe, 
and without confufion. 

Upon thefe prinoipJes- above laid 
down, it appears to me, that "the foI T , 
lowing fyftem of difcipline is all that 
is neceflary for the militia. But if 
there be any Colonel or commander 
of any independent company that 
thinks his regiment or company can 
learn more, if they learn it well, fo 
milch the better: but what follows, 
being abfolutely that which each 
man as a foldier fhould learn, and 
all as a military body be able to 
perform : 

Order. 

It is my order, that' every Colonel 
or commander of a company In the 
foot do train their men in the follow- 
ing exercife: and that the pains and 
penalties prefcribed by the feveral 
militia laws of this province for dif- 
obedience, or negleft to learn, &c. 
be levied for their difobedience or 
negleft to learn, praftifeand perform 
this, and no other. 

T. POWNALL. 

Article I. 

Of forming, the battalion. 
The companies muft take their 
poll from right to left according to 
their feniority, except the grenadier 
company, which is always upon the 
right, each company to be drawn up 
in three ranks ; for as the forming it 
into fix ranks by front and rear half- 
files is only for the fake of perform- 
ing that part of the manual exercife 
which is not here required of militia, 
the forming them into fix ranks is 
needlefs. The opening of files is 
alfo needlefs ; for that part of the 
exercife only, which is performed in 
clofe order is here required. 

As I have above fhewn the reafon 
why I do by no* m^ans approve of 



the officers in a battalion of militia 
being polled, according to the me- 
thod that is called, taking their poil 
in oattalion : 

. It is here directed, that the Colo- 
nel take his port in the front at the 
center : the Lieutenant-colonel irt 
the rear at the center; the Major 
upon the right in the rear; the Adr 
jutant upon the left in the rear, mov- 
ing as occafion in fervTce fhall re- 
quire ; and that every Captain, or 
Captain-lieutenant take his port at 
the head of his command, upon the 
right of the company ; and the En- 
fign upon the left ; the Lieutenant in 
the rear ; one Serjeant and one Cor- 
poral in the fame rank with the pri- 
vates, but upon the right flank of 
the front and rear ranks ; one Ser- 
jeant and one corporal, with the 
Lieutenant in the rear ; the Drum- 
mer of each company in the rear of 
their refpecYive companies, at the 
center. Each Captain is then to 
fubdivide each of thefe commands 
into two equal parts ; and when the 
regiment is ordered to march, wheel 
or fire by par/its, the left part of 
each command is to be given to a 
Serjeant. 

And this general rule is to be ob- 
served, that in marching every com- 
milfioned or non-commiflioned offi- 
cer, who commands any of the above 
diviiions, is to march at the head of 
his divifion ; but in wheeling or 
in the firing, to fall in with the 
ranks upon the right Hank of his 
command. 

I port the Lieutenant-colonel, Ma- 
jor and Adjutant as above, becaufe 
they muft be fo pofted in action : and 
I do propofe that the battalion fhould 
perform no exercife but whatisnecef- 
fary in aft ion. 

The Exjrcise. 

The ranks are to be two feet afun- 

der, from heel to heel : the files take 

up about twenty-one inches when 

their elbows touch, each man keeping 

his 
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his irmt clofe to His (ides : each man 
Irands with his heels four inches afun- 
dtr, his toes tamed out : the firelocks 
(in this exercife) ire carried with the 

Wordsof command Words ofcommand 



to be given by each 
officer who com- 
mands a division 
when in fervice, 



to be given when 
inftru&mg the men 
in the exercife. 



Fix your bay- 
onets. "* 



Take care, 



Reft .upon your 
arms. ." 



Fix your bayonet. 



Shoulder. 



left huti under the butt, the left arm 
a little bentrbutat all other 'times 
are to be carried as ufual. 



EXPLANATIONS. 



A perfett filence, theutmoft atterw 
tion and fteadinefs, are abfolutely no>- 
ceflary to be obferved both by officers 
and men at all times when under 
arms ; but more efpecially when they 
are formed for going through the 
firings, not the leaft motion is to be 
made but what is dire&ed in confe- 
quence of the feveral words of com* 
mand. This, therefore, cannot be 
too ftrongly enforced on young fbl- 
diers particularly. 

i- Your firelock being upon your 
left moulder, held with the left hand 
in the ufual manner* — lower the left 
hand, thus lowering down the fire* 
lock, as low as your arm will per- 
mit ; then with your right hand fetze 
it by the battel clofe by your left 
ihoulder, and with your right hand 
bring the firelock dira&Iy before you, 
fetting the butt-end upon the ground 
with the muzzle right up, and both 
hands feizing the firelock about the 
fight. 

2. With your right hand^ draw 
your bayonet, bringing it directly 
before you, then turning the point 
right up, an<T bring the handle clofe 
to the muzzle of your firelock: Ex 
it on firm upon the fight. 

3. With your left hand fixed juft 
below the bayonet, lift your firelock 
right before you in a perpendicular 
pofture, and with your right hand 
feize it juft under the lock, ftfll keep- 
ing it right up, then turning your 
firelocks with the right hand, bring" 
it oppofue to your left fhoulder, the 
barrel outwards, and place the butt 
in your left hand, fo as your thumb 

- ■ Word* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 97 > 



Wordsofcommand] Words of command 
tobegivenbyeachjto be ^iren when 



officer who com- 
mands a divlfion, 
in fervice- 



inltruftitfgthernen 
in the exercife. 



Fix your bayo- j 



f 



Prime and Load... 



Shoulder. 



Vol, VIIJ, 



Recover your armr. 



Handle yoc car- 
tridge 



Prime, 



EXPLANATION 



and forefinger may be above the 
fwell of it, and the three fingers un- 
der the butt, the piece upright, but 

funk To as to bring the guard a little 
Jower than the left brealL 

Let the firelock Fail upon the left 
moulder, throwing back the right 
arm fo as it may hang ftrait along 
the right fide, the bottom of the butt 
being then j uifc above the hip bone, 

Raife the firelock with your right 
hand (as if to poize it) at tlic fame 
time turning the barrel inwards, and 
feizing it with the left hand, juft 
above the Feather-fpring, the elbows 
raffed, and the hammer about the 
height of the breafL 

Step back with the right foot fo as 
to bring that heel four inches behind 
the left heel, facing full to the right, 
at the fame time bring back the fire- 
lock almoft level , or upon a balance 
with the teh hand juil above the 
lock, keeping dofe to the body, but 
fo as to be clear of (he pouch or car- 
tridge box. 

Open the pan. Bring down your 
hand to your pouch or cartridge box, 
#<id taking out yout cartridge with 
the two fore -finger s and thumb, 
bring the end of it into your mouthg 
the right elbow a Kttle raifed, 

Bite off the cop of the cartridge 
pap^r a good way down* and placing 
immediately your shumb upon the 
mouth of it, bnryg it oppofnc to the 
pan , ihe cartridge being held up- 
right. 

Shake carefully the powder into 
the pan, then — covering the mouth 
of your cartridge with yc%jr thumb, 
bring the two lait fingers behind the 
hammer. 

Shut the pan with the two laft fin- 
gers, and puling down the butt* 
caii back the muzzle of your piece, 

O Wordi 
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Wordsof command 
to be §[ryen by each 
* officer who com- 
mands a divifion, 
in fervice. 



Words of com m an d 
to be given when 
inftru&mgtheraen 

in the cxercife. 



?rime and load.- 



Prime. 



Load with 
tridge. 



car- 



Draw your ram- 
meri 



Ram down 
charge; 



your 



Return your ram- 
.mer. 



EXPLANATION. 



catching it in the hollow of the right 
hand, letting the firelock flip through 
the left hand, till the butt comes to 
the ground^and oppofite the left toe, 
the piece in turning up.m*ft be kept'. 
clofe to the body, the cartridge* (co- 
vered with the thumb) clofe to the 
muzzle in a line with the barrel, the 
right elbow turned down. 

Put the cartridge into the barrel, 
Jhaking out the powder. And, 

Pufti the ball into the muzzle with 
the fore-finger, feize immediately the 
butt-end of the rammer with your 
thumb and fore-finger; 

Draw your rammer as far as you 
can, and catching it again with the 
right hand, the thumb and fore-fin- 
ger turned downwards 

Clear it of the pipes, turning it 
immediately, and placing the butt 
end of it againft your breaft, fhorten 
it, and bring the end of it into the 
muzzle upon the cartridge. 

Ram down the charge quick, and 
with good force ; at the rebound of 
the rammer catch it clofe at the 
muzzle of the piece, the thumb and^ 
fore-finger turned downwards. And, 
Drawing it out of the barrel turn 
it, fhorten it againft your breaft. 
And, 

Bring the fraall end juft into the 
firft pipe. 

Pu(h the rammer down, through 
the pipes, and immediately preffing 
the muzzle of the.pjece towards the 
front. 

Raife thlTfirelock with your left 
ihand, bringing the right hand under 
; the lock, the piece then being held 
| in both hands, the Barrel upright. 

N. B. The coming to fhouldered 

arms after having loaded, is the ufual 

and in moft cafes the bell method, to 

keep the fire together. But I would 

.".»/-* . alfo 
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to be given by each 
officer*; \fh0 Tom- 
mands a diviiion* 
in fervice. 



{-op y 



Jrdsof command 
to be given when 
fcftruclingtbemen 
in the exercife. 



HUMT. , 1 i ! I U H 



Prime and load./ 



Shoulder. 



EXPLANATION. 



alfohave them tajjght the following 
method, viz. as fo^n as all are loaded 
to come direclly tqprefented arms. 

Face to the left, bringing your right 
heel within four infcies of the left, at 
the fame time bringf the firelock op- 
pofite to the left; ^boulder, in the 
fame manner as before directed when 
coming from retting; on your arms to 
moulder. r 

N. B. The firing quick depends 
chiefly upon the quick loading, and 
that chiefly upon the t dexterity of 
drawing the rammer, ramming down 
and returning the rammer. This part 

I of the exercife therefore requires 
great practice and attention. 



SECOND PART. 



f\ Take care. \ 

Join your rjgjit 
hand to your fire* 
loci?* ... 
Receyeryour arras. 



Make ready. < 



The words pf command for firing 
and loading are 



I 



As before. 



Cock your firelock. 



Turn the firelock with your right * 
hand, the barrel inwards, catching it 
with the left hand above the feauter 
fpring, and raifwg it from your moul- 
der with both hands, bring it before 
you, the firelock being then quite 
upright, the right thumb upon the 
cock, the fore-finger of the right 
hand upon the tricker, the right el- 
bow raifed, the hammer at the height 
of the breafl. 

Bring down the right elbow brifldy 
clofe to the bread, With that motion 
draining down the cock with the 
right thumb at the fame time* 

The front rank fteps back with the 
right foot, three feet inV direct line 
to the rear, kneels on the right knee, 
the perpendicular line of the body 
falling about twelve inches 1 behind 
the left heel, the body by that meant 
being properly poized, the butt end 

O o a Words 
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Wordsofeoinjnan&Wc^ofeominand 
to be given by each to be given when 
officer who com- tatfruftisg the men 
mands a divifionjtn the exercife. 
in fervice. 



J 



u 



?!«?•■ 






"Present. 



fire. 



EXPLANATION 



of the firelock at the fame time being 
placed upon the grbfind in a line with 
the left heel, the (enter rank fteps 
backvwkh the right ifoot, one foot m 
a direct line to the rear, by that 
means bringing the jr right .foot jail 
behind the right footjOf the front rank, 
the firelock kept in the fame pofitipn 
as at firft. "' 

The rear rank f^ps with the right 
foot to the right, $1 his toe touches 
the hinder part of the left heel of his 
right hand man, at the fame time 
bending his right knee a little, fo 
that his body may be oppofite to the 
interval of his file! leader, and the 
file upon his right. 

, The -firejocjt in the fame attitude 
"as that of the center rank. 

Bring down the imuzzle of your 
piece with both Jh^n^Sy throwing for- 
warcF your 'left hanjd as far as the 
fwdl of the ftock under the barrel, 
placing the butt end in the hollow 
betwixt your right l^reaft and (boul- 
der, preffing it clofe to you, at the 
fame time taking y0ur right thumb 
from the cock (but keeping your 
Tore-finger on the tricker) ooth arms 
clofe to your body:; the center rank 
'; levels a little to the rfght of the front 
'jtrarik, the rear rank levels through 
'the interval of his , file leader ami 
Tight hand file, the whole taking 
tgopd, aim, by leaning their heads to 
the right, and looking along the 
(barrels. 

Draw the tricker brifkly with your 
fore- finger, and immediately upon 
(firing, the front raqk rifes, all the 
three ranks bringing their right heels 
jfour inches diftance behind their left 
heels, at the fame time bring back 
the firelock aim oft level as before di- 
rected, the right thumb upon the 
cock, the right elbow railed, the 
ranks then facing full to the right. 
>Vordi 
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to be given by each to be given when 
officer who com-tinftruftmg the men 



rounds a divifion, 
in fervice. 



in the exercife. 



)) 



£ X P L A N A T I O N, 



Fiis* 



Half-cock your 
firelock* 



Handle your cart- 
ridge. 

Uncap your cart- 
ridge,' 

Prime- 

Shntyoar pan* 

Load with cartridge. 

Draw your rammer. 

Ram down your 
cartridge* 

Return your ram- 
mer. 

Shoulder* 



Strain the tumbler to the half- bent 
with your right thumb, bringing 
down your right elbow, which by that 
meant adds to its force. 






Ai before. 



Shut your pan. h 



T -£ -ft D 



Half* cock your 

firelock. 
Clean your pan*. 



'i 



As to the ufeof the bayonet, I have 
nothing particular to direct, except 
that upon a iuppcifd cafe of being 
attacked by hone, I would hive the 
following mode of exercile obicrved, 
that the front rank kneel with the 
right kncei and fix the butt end of 
the firelock on thj ground agamll that 
knee, hold! ng theft reioc k very il inti ag 
upwards ; and the center rank to ad- 
vance in as cloie order a* p<>fJibIe, 
tfdvancmg at the iame time th«i* 

(bayonet on a level in the ufual 
way. 

P A R T. 

After the battalion has finimed 
; j the firing by making a general dif- 
I charge, the arms are to be cleaned, 
>and bayonets returned as follows : 
i As in article 7th of the 2d part* 
'• Bring down your firelock as in the, 
; ,3d of the 1 ith command of the firft 
jpart, taking the wiping cloth out of 
I the pouch, bringing it up to the pan, 
cleaning it, then ftiutting the pan 
l as when yoa held the cartridge, and 
I calling back the muzzle as if to 
.charge. 

Words 
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W#rdsofcommand 
to be given by each 
officer who com* 
mands a divifion, 
in fervice. 



Words of command 
to be given, when 
mfoticHngthemen 
in the exercife. 



Return your 
bayonet. 



Clean yourbayonet 






* : 
Unfix your bay$-i 

net. ! 

Return your bay6* 

net. ' 1 | 

Shoulder, ^ •, 



)) 



EXPLANATION* 



-. jft, Clean your Ijayonet with your 
wiping cloth, and returning the cloth 
into your pouch. 

2d, Seizing the; muzzle of your 
piece with your right hand, bring 
the butt to the ground a little ad* 
traced before the Jeft toe/ 

3d, Face to your proper front* 
And, 

4th, Bring op, your left hand un- 
der your, right, as when'reiled np*a 
your arms. , 



As before* 



N. 3. In praclffing the exercife, 
the men (hould bei taught to do ail 
the motions with great briikneft, and 
as it were with a fpring, which not 
only helps to mark the time, and dif- 
tinguiih the motions, but gives fpirit 
to the men themfelves. 



EVOLUTIONS for t h * MILtTIA. 
The Facings. 



Face to the right* 3 Motions* 



Bring the firelock* to a recover, as 
in explanation, tell 1, 2, and face on 
the left heel to the right a quarter 
of a circle, keeping the firelock re- 
covered. Then tell 1, a, and come 
nimbly to your reft, ftepping back a 
ittle with the right foot as in ex- 
planation* i 

In the performing of the fecond 
motion, .which is the facing, the 
foldiers muft take care not to move; 
their left heels from the ground, but 
only to turn on them, that they may* 
keep their ranks and files (trait ; as 
aifo to place their right feet in a 
line with their left, keeping their 
ireloeJu in the true pofitidn of -a 

The 
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The Facings, 



Face to the right. 3 Motioni. 



Face to the right about. 3 Motions. 



To the left absut as you were. 
3 Motions, 



Face to the left. 3 Motions. 



To the left about* 3 Morions, 

To the right about as you were. 
3 Motions. 



recover, till they perform , the third 
motion which is the reft. 

Each of thefe words of command 
muft be performed at three motions, 
as is above directed in explanation, 
which compleats the circle in four 
times. 

This is performed at three motions, . 
as in the foregoing explanation, only 
they face half the circle to the 
right. 

This is done on the left heel, as 
in the above explanation, only they 
face half the circle to the^ left, 
which brings them to their proper . 
front. 

Thefe facings muft be performed 
in the fame manner as thofe to the 
right on- the left heel, with this dif- 
ference only, that they face to the 
left. 

iThis is half the circle to the left. 

You are to face half the circle to 
the right, which brings you to your 
proper front—and com pleats the 
facings. 



MARCHING. 



The general rule is to teach them 
ftepping off with the right leg, to 
ftep fo nearly equal that the ranks 
may not be broke, but be kept as 
near as may be in a right line. 
They muft firit learn to do this by 
companies ; they will then foon learn 
to do it in the whole battalion. 

* The time of the ftep, whether 
in quick or flow motion, may be 
given by a quicker or (lower, repeat- 
ing of a ftroke upon th* drum, exactly 
as in common practice in the country 
dance -the ftep is formed by the tune. 



As the paths and ways, by which 
a regiment or company may be oblig- 
ed to march in the woods, will not 
admit of the battalion's marching 
even by the fmalleft fub-divifion, it 
is directed, that you teach them to 
march whole companies, and even 
the whole battalion by files, in the 
fallowing manner, «wi«. 

To face th,e whole regiment to the 
right or left, as the defile or narrow 
pais fhall happen to, be oa the right, 
or left, and march by files, with the 
officers fo upon the flanks, as to be 



* The drum (fay* Machiavell, in his Art of War, B. 1 1, c. 1 z) advertifes' 
how the foldlers are to march with a motion fuitable to the time which it beats, ' 
which is a great prefervation to their order. For this purpofe, the antients 
had their flutes and. pipes, vyhich made 1 an excellent harmony, * As he that' 
dances and ^eeps iumfelf exactly to the rime of the mufic cannot err.- 
So a military body, "that m its motions obfrrves the tactick of -the drums, 
«nnot be eailly diforder«d. 
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at their proper pofb when the regi- 
ment faces* to "the* front/ 

W h rf i*lV rf* <s. 

They mould be taught to wheel 
by companies', comtmtntis apd parties** 
according to the above divinoii of a 
battalion. In ptrformmg:pf which, 
4he following general rales are to be 
iavutiabty dbfeVved : 

*« All wheeling is performed' in 
clofc order bythre center and rear- 
ranks clofing up to the fronc rank, 
ft as to be within a place of one 
another. 

The circle* is divided into four 
ctjual parts. 

Wheeling to the right or left, is 
only oxse Quarter of the circle : 
wheeling to the right of" left about 
is= one half of the circle 1 . When the 
divifions of parries wheel to tke right 
the men are to clofe to the right, 
fo as to touch each man hi,? right- 
hand man, but without prefljcg him* 
and to look to the left, ia order to 
bring the rattk about even. 

■ When the divifrons or parties 
•wheel to the left, the men are to 
clofe to the. left, and look to the 
right, as above directed, by fub* 
t divifions with thejr ranks open ; then 
each rank wheels diftiriclly by itfelf, 
when it cemes to the ground on 
which the rank before it wheeled;- 
but not before. 

It will likew-ife ferve for a rule for 
the front rank, in all wheelings, 
whether that of the whole battalion 
or grand or fub-diVHions : but the 
rear-Tanks, when they are clofed for- 
ward, being to wheel diretlly in the 
rear of, and at the fame time with 
the front-rank, muft incline a little 
to the left, when they wheel to the 
right, in order to keep directly in a 
line witi their file-leaders'. 

In wheeling, the men are to take 
particular care neither to open nor 
clofe their ranks, and to carry their 
firelocks high and firm oh their 
ihoulders. 
tl Jn wheeling, the motion of each 



man is quicker <fr flbwtfr; according- 
to the-diftance lie. is Jrom the right. 
$r left: thus, when you wheel to 
the right, each maa moves quicker 
than, his right rnan;.«6<t in^wheel- 
ing to the left, each man 'moves 

?[uicker thm his left-hand man ; the 
irele that every man wheels being 
larger, according to the diitance he 
is from the hand he wheels to ; asr 
may be feen by defending feveral 
circles within one another at three 
foot diftance from each ; which is 
the fpace every man is fuppofed tm- 
take up. 



Ceperal Obfer*bathns on the Militia *f 
New* England t with a reference of 
Opinion^ htnU a NxflOWAll B*> 
fence may be formed in Old Eng- 
land* 1779. 

By returns of the rateable polls in 

the province of MaiTachu feus- bay " 

They were in 1761 — 54,000/ 

in 1771 — . . 73,000* 

The alarm lilts do not differ much 
from thefe — And I will venture to 
give the training lift of that province 
for the year 1,771, 40,000: I have 
heard they were called 45,000, but I 
think that above the' number :' I 
have, on, the other hand, Rating* it ar 
40,000, taken it rather below. 
At the fame' period 'l 

the Militia of the i 1 6,000 Foot 

province of New- f 1,360 Hdrfe 

Hampshire, J 

Total 17,300 
Connecticut — • z6,2o6 
Rhode- Hhmd and 



lode-Ifland and 7 * ^ 

Providence Plan- t l *>°°°> * 
utiorr, ) near ' 



or 



Total 
ftew England — 101,565" 

Experience has evinced thrft this frf 
the beft form of a national defence ; 
and t am perfaaded, that any free- 
country which means to form w afcr- 
iienal defence, foch as would cofertT 
within a practical expence, and beT 

ready 
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ifcady for and antwer (under the dif- 
ferent and varying form of its exer- 
tion, as the degree of danger ap- 
proached, and the threatened im- 
pending or actual attack reqnired) 
tvery purpofe of awarding off the 
blow whetf the ftroke was ftruek, and 
of keeping it off at a diftance in 
time to come, muft form its military 
force into fome model of this fort. 

Such a ft anting tegular army as 
mall be adequate to all times, places, 
and circumftances of defence* againft 
invafion, muft exhauft the refources ; 
and, from the concomitant regula- 
tions neceffary to it, in time draw on 
an aBual change of comfts tut ions in any 
Free State. 

The nearer that any militia ap- 
proaches to the model of a (landing 
regular army, fo much is the bafts 
of the national define* narrowed \ 
fo much are all the dangerous con- 
fluences of a ftanding army, in the 
moll dangerous, becanfe lead fuf- 
pected way, brought into operation. 

National defence is founded on 
this principle, " that all the inha- 
" blunts of this kingdom held their 
*• eftates under a general fervice, 
" which by common right they are 
" bound to perform, viz. in time of 
41 danger, to join in defence of theism 
" country : this is the common fealty 
** or allegiance which all men owe ; 
** and which, if neglected orrefufed, 
" renders the party guilty of treafon 
*■ again ft his country, and his eftate 
*• under the penalty of forfeiture." 
This principle infpires the whole fyC* 
tern of militia laws from the times of 
the Saxon Government until the pre- 
fent fyftemof militia tookplace. And 
practice, according thereto, is con- 
firmed by hiftory, invariably through 
the whele period, until the prefent 
times. 

Bat I will neither enter into an 
explanation of the principle, nor go 
into a difcuffion of the practice of ar- 
raying the force of the kingdom.— I 
will fuppofe that neither fuch princi* 
VouVHI. 



pie, fuch law, or fuc$ practice, ever 
exifted, or at leaft that it it nrw abo* 
UJbedy — and will take up the idea of 
forming a national defence, fimply on 
the point of utility applied to the fup- 
pofed cafe, ** That this kingdom is not 
" in its refources equal to the forming 
" and keeping up a fleet equal to face 
*' the combined fleets of the united 
•* Houfeof Bourbon, and at the fame 
" time to protect and defend its de- 
M pendencies ; keeping up alfo at the 
M fame- time a regular ftanding army, 
** which mall be equal to the internal 
*• defence of the ieveral parts of the 
" empire,in cafe that our fleets (hould 
" be oeat, and an invading army ac- 
" tually landed in any of fuch parts/* 
The defend of this empire in its 
realm, which is an ifland, and lia^ 
ble to be invaded by any power which 
commands the feas, muft be formed, 
in the ftrft inftance, by a fleet ; and 
the feet u, that until the policy of 
the government of it took up this 
form of defence, or where and when- 
foever it neglected it at fea, every 
invafion which was ever attempted, 
from the time of the Danes down to 
the Revolution of 1688, took plait 
and effeQ. 

Gurhrft effort and exertion, there- 
fore, muft be made to eftablifh our 
maritime power. — And we muft ei- 
ther give up the conteft, or go on 
to encreafe our navy, and naval ar- 
mament in every (hape of it, fo as to 
maintain a fuperiority over our ma- 
ritime rivals in all parts of the em- 
pire. There are refources, if not 
perverted ; there is a fpirit, if not 
ill-treated, in the country to do this* 
The great queftion arifes upon the 
next ftep, whether having thus 
made our efforts nearly to the ut- 
moft of our refources in this form of 
defence, the. refources of this coun- 
try can at the fame time keep up, in 
wnatever fhape it appears (or as a re- 
gular, or as a militia) a ftanding army 
equal to -the defence of the various 
parts of the empire. 

y V . H 
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. J£ this can be done, and there is, 
no danger in the >. overbalance of 
fuch a military, force, , and all its, 
necefTary conftitutions and regula-* 
lations, all,, is rigln, . and ; as it* 
fhpuld be. v The queftlon is decided,, 
and every one ihonk^ give, Jus. aid to. 
its execution. . * . , ,, L 

If this is neither pra&icatye, nor 
(as fome / think) prudent for the* 
country, although pra&icable, the. 
C£nf deration of the public Jhould lt> 
turned to Jbme national, defence*,* 
which, although always ready to, turn 
cue imder t arms A Ijhall.not be a con-. 
jjant draught .. and .drain, upon the, 
refburces of the % cquntyry, elfewhere. 
wanted and neceflary ; and which, 
although a force oot to be defpifipd, 
but to be refpeclad, by ;any foreign 
^nemy invading the iani rf never^can 
be either dangerous, or even,, fuf-, 
peeled at kome 'by, the civil, being, 
a&ually the internal force* of the co'm^ 
jpunity.itfelf. .- ,., ..-,.-. ..\ 

... r jf hofe who ; confi<jer. this enquiry, 
either by reference to* old times,, and 
the experience ancl practice of^ages in 

OW.B v ngifr^''PC re( t ur -. t ^ tne cvA*, 
is\g example^ uj" the, militia in Ney/j 
England, as'giv.en in this paper, wi|l^ 
find that the jCQuritfy always has been, 
and at all times,, and under all clx*. 
cumflances. may/* be ? divided into, 
military diftrids r by,^apentakes, free. 
pledges, laths, parifheV, wards, .or, 
by v.and under, any other defcrip 7 , 
tions. . , L - ,,..„ 

J Qld England, from the times, -of, 
the Saxon government, through thofe 
of the Norman deviations, to the' 
reitoration of our conftitution, has v 
been always fo divided : and New 
England is now actually fo divided,, 
and not one whit, for that reafon, the 
lefc free. 

.. ynder > this divifion, every corps 
o/ fuch a national mil ilia fhould be 
embodied by, and conilft of, the 
dwellers and inhabitants of each locaL 
diitrift* thus upited in vicinage, in 
pledge, in families, and relations, 
Aaading by and for each other. 



( Jhe country being thu* divided,. 
and formed by its corps of diftricls 
for the array of a}|,.as ftated oh the 
alarm lift, , the next cpnfideratioa 
proceeds to the divifion of men into 
elates on the training lift. 

Firfl, every freeholder. ]to the a- 
rnoiiju of * , lapded pro- 



ehy, lhould be obliged/ when the 
law calls For his fervice, to appear. 
at, the muft.er,.and .to perform that 
lemce at his 6*wn expence. 

.Obferve, I do not here mention 
thc.arm^ becaufe the prefent ftace q£ 
oW Jaws makes that a feparate confl- 
agration. , 

^Secondly, every tenant holding 
lands to the arrfount of , 

fhould- likewife, when : the law call* 
for'Vs fervice, beobliged to attend", 
and do fuch fervice at. his own ex- 
pence. ' ' ."*' . . . ' 

"; How far Papiflrs. may be fuftered^ 
tp ferve in arms; or how far the 
friends called Q^ker^'may be ex*' 
cufed.rrorb , bearing .arms, .by hiring 
fubfututes for thefti, Is a feparate 
and pofterior conjtde/a^ou..; ' 

/Freemen, neltuer freeholders, nor 
holders of lands as tenants* but mem- 
bers of foine corporation", fliou'ld b^ 
ttjnjldered and enrolled, as bound tp. 
f^rye, within, pr to become a fbldler, 
of, the corps formed withih the pre;- 
cio£h of fuch corporation, according 
to regulations that, rhay fuit the, pe- 
culiar circumflances of 'towns corpo- 
rate: but if not fo enrolled, or if 
not by auWment, or perfphal duty 
fa \ferving,' fhogld be clafied where- 
he'rendes in fome of the ranks of 
the clafr of men, who are neither 1 
holders of land .nor freemen. 

The next clafs of men are, thofe 
who are neither freeholders, nor' 
tenan;* renting .land, nor freemed 
members of a corporation. 

. Thefe are men holding offices or 
places ; or exercifing, having, and 
following profeffions ; or negotients. 
in commerce ; or ^exercifing trades,/ 
or carrying on manufactures ; or Ja-* 
touring hufbandaen, labourers ferv- 
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fag trades; actual manufacturers, or 
journeymen and labourers ' ferving 
manufacturers, or domefHc fervants. 

TJbefe perfons within the feveral 
diftrifts wherein they dwell, and fol- 
low their profeflion, or exercife theu 
trade and calling, or are labourers or 
fervants, might, according to a cuf- 
tom long praclifed in a very free 
country,* without endangering the 
rights, privileges, or liberty of the 
individual, be rated according to their 
faculty* with power of appeal, and 
fwearing themfelves off. Everyman 
whofe rate amounts to equal that of 
a freeholder, who is required to ferve 
without pay, mall be enrolled on the 
alarm lift ; and when the law calls 
for his fervice, (hall attend the ren- 
dezvous, and actually (crve at bit 
smjn expend, AH and every other 
individual, capable of bearing arms, 
mould be alike bound'to mutter with- 
in his refpe&ive diltrict, in order to 
be enrolled in his refpe&ive company 
or troop ; and in time of a&ual in- 
vafion, to ferve as a foldier of militia, 
put to receive pay ; and at all other 
times to be ready to perform fuch 
training, and to do fuch duty in his 
turn as is required of the clafs he is 
polled in. 

The mode of making the rates for 
afleffing the • pay of this national de- 
fence, the militia, comes next there'-, 
fore into confidejapion. 

It has been before ftated, that every 
Freeholder' bf lands to the amount of 
'** -", and every tenant 
liolding lancCtd'the- amount of 
and that ever/ perfon rateable for his 
fatuity* and rated at the amount of 
mall ferve without paj(. 
But each of- thofe mould aJfo be 
obliged' for every repetition of fuch 
refpecHve amount, in his laid respec- 
tive holding, 1 or faculty, to be afleffed 
and to pay "' ' '" towards the 
fu^fiftence of thofe who are obliged 
to* ferve, but are to receive pay, 

Every perfon liolding lands, either 



as freeholder or tenant, but' Ahfl^r 
the refpec~Hve amounts, at which'each 
refpeclively is to ferve at his own 
expence, and every perfon rateable 
•for his faculty, but rated under that 
amount at which he is to ferve at 
his own expence, mould be a/letfed, 
and pay a portion to the common 
fubfiftence, in proportion to the 
amount at which he is rated. 

Thus much is fufficient to explain 
the general average and enrollment; 
alfo the provifion for the pay ofthofe 
who ferve. 

Although it is the duty of every 
freeman to know the ufe of arms, 
and to be able to ufe fuch, as well 
as bear them, in defence of his 
country; and although every indi- 
vidual on this enrollment, or alarm 
lift mould be trained to arms: yet 
the civil offices to be adminftered and 
executed in the civil departments 
which are neceflary to the carrying 
on and fupporting government ; the 
feveral neceflary applications of la- 
bour to the produce of the land and 
fea j the feveral trades, manufac- 
tures and occupations which are ne- 
ceflary to the fupport of the com- 
munity, renders it impoflible to train 
and exercife the whole alarm lift in 
fuch manner, as part thereof Jhculd 
of courfe y and of necefpty t be trained 
in. 

Here then comes in the considera- 
tion of felecting from this enroll- 
ment, or alarm lift, thofe who are 
to be trained to learn, in exercife, 
all military duties. 

In the firft place, all thofe whofe 
property or faculty amount! to. that 
rate, whereat they are to ferve at 
their own expence; all officers civil 
and military; all magiftrates and 
fervants of the public, in the ftite or 
in the church ; all fuch whofe occu- 
pations or labours axe neceflary to 
the going on of the bufinefs an4 
fubfiftence of th$ community; al- 
though they mould be enrolled and 
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remain 6n the alarm lift; fhould not 
be put on the training lift. 

Whereas, on the other hind, all 
thoff who, when ferving, are in 
the predicament of receiving pay, 
feem to fall naturally into the train* 
ing lift, the exception of perfons 
excufed from training, or actually 
ferving in the ftanding militia cannot 
be drawn. Thefe exceptions mujfc 
be of courfe particular, and muft 
arife out of the fpecial cafes ; and 
power fhould be fomewhere lodged 
Co confider and adjuft them* 

Outof this traininglift (ita ftanding 
militia, in the form of a Handing army 
of profefilonal foldiers, is thought ne- 
ceflary, over and above the regular 
ftanding army) might be felected by 
lot, fuch a ftanding militia as the 
prefent laws have eftablifhed # And 
thefe fhould ferve their tour of duty 
for a fixed and denned time only, 
fo that other like numbers may be, 
in like, manner, by lot fele&ed, in 
a certain routine of duty, till all hive 
Served. But even thofe of the train- 
ing lift who have not yet been called 
out and embodied, or who having 
Served their tour of duty, are again 
returned, fhould be trained by fome 
fuch fhort exercife as above defcribed, 
to a certain degree : the firft fo as 
to prepare them for duty when 
called upon ; and the feebnd fo as 
to keep up the knowledge and habit 
of military exercife. This training 
lhould only be within their diftri&, 
and within their local corps, by three 
or four days exercife in the year, at 
fuch times as their officers, with the 
advice and confent of the magiftrates 
and civil officers of the diftrict, fhall 
find moft convenient and leaft bur- 
then fome. 

Jt is impoffible to ftate any rule 
for the forming of this rofter of duty 
in the training lift. That muA ac- 
cordingly adapt itfelf to the nature 
and circumftances of the people in 
each diftricl ; and derive from the 
mature and circumftances of the dif- 



tricl itfelf, as the Vifdom and pru- 
dence of thofe who are to form this 
rofter (hall fee it may be beft done. 

Who thefe perfons ihall be, that 
are impowered to form this rofter, 
is the next confideration. It occur! 
to my poor experience (always look- 
ing for a guard over civil liberty) 
that this, may be beft done by the 
deputy lieutenants and juftices fepa- 
rafely or jointly, by and with the 
advice and confent of the magiftrates 
refiding in, and the parim officers of 
each* diftricl. This appears' to mi 
to be the only way to provide foj; 
the beft effeft of the fervice ; and to 
be the fafeft' way to guard again ft 
inequality and injustice,' and againfl 
the oppreflion of the people/ l - 

1 have faid nothing akout tho 
individuals, who are freemen an 
members of fome town or bocly cor 
porate, having exclufive jurisdiction 
And I wifh to fay nothing;— My 
ideas of thefe matters are fuch, and 
confequently what t lhould fay would 
be fuch, as might give offence and 
do no good. i# 

Oh the point of arming the militia 
I can only fay, that as the policy of 
government, leading t$e country 
gentlemen by afpring of a felfifh arid 
unwife motive, refpeding their game, 
has totally disarmed the people ; the 
arms, which the militia muf^ pear and 
life, can be only thofe * which the 
crown fupplies. Whether the crown 
wilfchoofe to lodge, in every military 
diftricl, arms and ammunition for the 
whole alarm lift, or only (Or the 
training lift, and of thofe only for 
the "part which is embodied and in 
actual training", or whether the le-J 
giflature will direcY that the country;; 
each in their refpedive diftricl, fhall 
provide thefe arms, and their propor- 
tion of ammunition' at a common* 
charge, I fhall not enter into thefe 
matters, creating queftjbns of ftate, 
which the ftate only can dt t ermine r 
but which it Mews tht country 
new and then to think of . " ** 

Now 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( ">9 * 



Now as .that clafs of the body of 
fhe people, who, from their rat* of 
property* are to ferve at their own 
cxpence, demand fomewhat different 
confiderajion from thofe who, ferv- 
jng, receive the pay of their country; 
fhefe, with their friends, might form 
(fuch as I have feen in New England} 
bodies of horfe attendant on each 
regimjent, Qr they may be, as left 
fedantry and* more active, fuited, 
many of them, for light infantry, 
many of them for grenadier com- 
panies, that would giv$ t^e patron 
and example to the reft of the regi- 
ment \ or, being able to purchafe 
artillery, might form themfelves into 
companies of a field artillery attached 
\o their regiment. 

* Ambnefttlje ipanufafSurers, there 
' feems alfo to be in many branches, 
a certain training in the way of their 
bufinefs, which marks the individuals 
who labour at fuch, as fuited fbr the 
artillery ; and where that happens 
within the diftrict of any regiment, 
that regiment mould always have a 
jfield train : fome of the regimen tt of 
the province of Maflachufetts Ray, 
pegan to have fuch in my time. 

In feaport towns and maritime 
diftrifts, thofe individuals of the 
training lid, who have been bred to 
ferve at fea, and are employed in that 
occupation, mould be excufed from 
training or ferving at land, and 
mould (land fo marked on the train- 
ing lift, on condition 4>f their being 
forth coming to {erve their tour of 
duty, on board any of his Majefty's 
mips of war, either as mariner or 
ieaman, in cafe erf threatened, im- 
pending, or actual danger to the 
realm* 

That much for the out-line. But 
when I review this plan of a national 
asfence, formed upon the New Eng- 
land model, feveral very important 
confidcrations, that touch the flate of 
Old England, offer themfelves; 
and feveral queftiort* of very delicate 



and interfiling difcaffion arife from 
thofe confidcrations. 

The firft thing which ftrikes me, 
is, that every perfon here will call 
this mere theory, and decide at firft 
fight, $hat no fuch pta can ever 
be adopted. in England, or carrie4 
into execution. Vet, trufting to }aft 
experience for future events, J will 
be bold to aflert, that unless this 
country gives up its navy, or gives 
up the conteft with its rivals, fub- 
mitting to take an inferior italic* 
amongft fhe powers of Europe, or 
finds out fome new, and as yet, un- 
known mines and fouroes cf treafure, 
fome Jucb nattyual land defence, $r 
fimejucb phn at tbit 9 muft and *vi tile 
ejlablijbed* For the keeping np fuch 
a navy, and fuch a ftanding land ar- 
my; at the fame time as are (under 
the prefent ftate of things) at all 
times neceflary, cannot be a meafurt 
of many years continuance. How- 
ever much therefore ftatefmen, and 
even country gentlemen, from their 
knowledge of bufinefs (fuperior to 
any thing which my experience in 
the late fuccefsful war may have 
taught me) may mifprize thefe my 
ideas, 1 have ventured to fuller them 
to be publiflied, as matters which 
fooner or later muft become im- 
portant. 

A qoelHon arifet here, whether^ 
if a national land defence was once 
fairly eftablifhed on this model, that 
is, if the whole of the men of the 
country, from fixteen years of age 
to fixty, were enrolled, as obliged 
to ferve in cafe of actual invaiion, 
if a part of ibis Alarm lift y was by 
law appointed to train, and alfo to 
turn out and ferve in ordinary cafes 
of war, likely to come home to the 
realm ; and if a part of the perfons 
on this Training lift were (elected 
in tour of duty, as a ftanding end 
regular army, whether any other 
itanding profeffional army would be 
neceflary, except the King's Guards, 

abodj^ 
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a body of horfe,^ train of artillery, a 
body of marines, andgarrifons fbrotrr 
feveral fortrefles at home and abroad. 
It hath appeared clearly, from what 
hzs already been effected, that onr re- 
s giinental militia officers are, in every 
refpedt, equal to thofe of the regu- 
lars of the fame ranks. The militia 
are not allowed (as not firppofed 
capable of it) to arife to the rank of 
Generals ; and yet, what, fervice 
dees our infulated fituatibn offer to- 
war4s the training up the regulars 
to Generals ? To purfue this iubjeft 
would be invidious : this paper 
means not to defcend to particulars ; 
and the lefs we jay about penerals 
the better. 

Jf, however, the circumftances, 
and confequential conftitutions of 
this country have, by degrees, taken 
fuch a form, that a ftanding army of 
frofejjioncd Jolliers has become, as 
it were, engrafted, and grown up 
from that engraftment as, de fafib, 
a branch of the confitution, why 
do we keep up all that antiquated, 
prudifh fqueamithnefs about it, fo 
as net to fuffer it to be lodged in 
barracks, where it may be maintained 
in good ceconomy and difcipline, and 
fo collected as to be always ready for 
fervice ? 

Jf the politics of this country, 
admit (though it .will not decide) 
that a ftanding army of profejfficnal 
foldiers is the proper fyftem for this 
country, and the proper national 
defence, the force of the country 
Should be thrown into this eftablifh- 
ment by reinforcements, in* cafe of 
invafion, from the body of the peo- 
ple, in time of actual war and im- 
pending danger. But a mixed kind 
ef regular army, compofed 0f tivo 
diffetcnt ccrfs, will be always fo 
far a drawback -on the force of the 
country, as the onr force is inferior 
to the other, or as there "is any 
defect of perfect union - in .their 
junction. And neither ' the one nor 



the other will be that perfect corps 
which it might be, and ought to 
be. 

In the courfe of thefe ideas, I 
have always been led to conclude, 
that our navy being carried to the 
utmoft height it is capable of, tha 
King having at the fame time a fufr 
fkient body of guards, and a body 
of horfe, there being alfo a garrifon 
fufficient' for our fortrefles, and ma- 
rines fufiicient for our navy, and a 
train of artillery, if a part of the train- 
ing-lift i$, as the prefent laws direct, 
felccted, trained, and formed into a 
kind of regular ftanding army, a re- 
gular {landing army of profeflionaJ fol- 
diers is noMonger necefTary. On the 
other handj if a regular ftanding army 
is necefTary, a regular felected militia 
army is not only unneceflary, but 
a perverfion and obftruction of fo 
much of the national force. To 
have both feerris ' not wife; to' have 
both, will be found foon a burthen, 
that will exhauft fhe refources of this 
Country. 

To charge our front in the face 
of the enemy, will not do ; fo we 
muftreft as we are at prefent; but 
after the prefent crifis has had its 
operation, one wOiild'hope that this 
matter may be taken' into ferious ' 
confjderation. And, perhaps, many 
^bfervations leading thereto may oc-; 
Cur, Upon experience of the many 
events <wbicb this frying trlfis jb~all 
bring forward. * * r ' ' 

Bofton, May 27I Yefterday' the; Ge- 
neral AfTembTy of this State convened 
at the State Houfe'in this SVate, wheri 
they unatiimoufly made 'choice bt 
Samuel Breemen, Efq. for theirderk: 
After which they made choice*' 6f t)ie 
Hon. James Hdncock, Efq. fdr 'their 
Speaker. * '* ' ' " *■.■•*■'>• 

The following is a lift oPthe nameV 
of the, members returned to reprefent 
the fcveral towns and diftricts in this 
State, viz/ \ v * ' ' • # '' 

For 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( I" ) 



For the County of 

Bofton, t Hon. Samuel Adams, Efq. 
Hon. John Hancock, Efq. Tho- 
jnas Dawes, Efq. Caleb Davis^ 
Efq. /Mr. Thomas Walley, e Wil- 
liam Tudor, Efq. /Samuel Auftin,, 
Efq. 

Roxbury, /Capt. Jof. Williams. 

Dorchefter, Ebenezer Wales, Efq, 

Milton, e Captain Seth 'Sumner. 

Braintree, Richard Cranch, Efq. 

Weymouth, Solomon Lovel, Efq. 

Hingham, Mr. J. Thaxter, jun. 

Dedham, Jona Metcalf, Efq. 

for the County of E S'S E X, 

Salem, Hon. John' Pickering, Efq. Lynn, Capt. Holten Jbhnfon. 
Capt. George Williams, Capt. Sa- 



SUFFOLK. 
Medfield, /Mr. Daniel Perry, 

Wrentham, Mr. Lem. KoIIock. 

Braoklioe, Col. Tho. Afpinwall. 

Needham, /Capt. E. Kinfbury. 

Stoughton, e Elijah Dunbar, Efq, 

Stooghtonham, / Mr. N. Kimfbury. 

Medway, Elijah Clark, Efq. 

Bellingham. 

Hull. 

Walpole, Major Seth Bullard. 

Chelfea, / Mr. Thomas Pratt. 

Franklin. 

Foxborough. 



muel Ward. 

Danvers, Col. Ifrael Hntchinfon. 

Ipfwich, Hon, Michael Farley, Efq. 
Stephen Choate, Efq. 

Newbury, Mofes Little, Efq. / Jacob 
Gerrifh, Efq. 

Newbury-Port, Jonathan Green- 
leaf/ Efq. Stephen Crofs, Efq.- 
Mofes Frazier, Efq. Jonathan^ 
Titcomb, £fq. /Theophilus Far- 
fons, Efq. , -. 

Marblehead, /Mr. ~ Samuel Gat-' 
chell, / Mr. Barrel Devereux, 
/William Bacon*, Efq; /Mr. Jo-' 
Ihua Prentife. 

For the County of M 

Cambridge, /Samuel Thatcher, Efq. - 

Charleftown, Nath. Gorham, Efq. 

Watertown, Jona. Brown, Efq. 

Woburn, Col. Loaraim Baldwin. 

Coricord, Major Jofeph Hofmer. 

Newton, Mr. Thomas Parker. 

Reading, Benj. Brbw^n, \Lfa. 

Marlborough, Mr. Simon Stow. ' 

Billerica, Wm.'Stickney, Efq. 

Framingham, Mr. William Brown. 

Lexington. 

Chelmsford, Mr. A. Chamberlin, * 

Sherburne. 

Sudbury, Capt. Jonathan Rice. 

Maiden, Capt. Benj. Blaney. 

Wefton, / Jofiah Smith, Efq. 

Medford* Thomas Brpoks> Efq 

Littleton. 

Hepklaton. 



Andover, Mr. Samuel Phillips, jun. 

/ Samuel Ofgood, Efq. 
Beverly, Jofiah Batcheldor, Efq, 

/ Jonathan' Connant, Efq. 
Rowley, Capt. Benj. Adams* 
Salifbury, Major Jofeph Page. 
Haverhill, Jona. WebHer, Efq. 
Glocefter. 

Topsfield, /Mr.' Zacheus Gould. 
Almsbury, e Wm. Bayley, Efq. 
Bradford, Daniel Thurfton', Efq. 
'Vyenham. 
Manchefter. 
Methuen. 

Bexfbrd, Aaron Wood, Eiq, 
Midclleton. 
IDDLESEX. 
Weftford, Capt. Jofeph Reed. 
Waltham, Mr. Abner Saunderfon. 
Stow. , 

Groton, Hon. James *Pr^fcott,Efq> 
Shirley. 

Pepperell* 

Townfend. 

Afhby. 

Stoneham. . 

Wilmington, 

Natick. ' ' .- 

Dracot. 

Bedford. 

Hollifton, Capt, Abner Periy, 

fewkfbury, 

Acton. 

Dunftabie. 

Lincoln^ 

'■■?+ 
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For tbt CoUnty c/ H A M P S H I R L 
Springfield, W. Pynchor, jun. Efq. South Brimfield. 

/ Col. Jonathan Hair 1 . 
Weft Springfield, /Mr. J* White, 

Major Benjatoin Ely 
Wilbraham. 
Northampton, Capt. E. Hunt* rMr. 

Caleb Strong. 
Southampton, Capt. Tim. Clark. 
Hadley, Mr, Phineas Lyman. 
South-Hadlcy, N. Goodman, Efq. 
Amherft, fMr, John Bifling, rMr. 

Ebenezer Mattoon, jun. 
Granby, / Capt. Phineas Smith, 
Hatfield, JohnHaOings, Efq. 
Whiceley. 
Williamfrurgh. 
Weftfield, /Capt, David Mofely, 

Major Warham Parks. 
Dcerfield, 
Greenfield. 
Shelburnc. 

Conway, /Lieut. Jona. Whitney. 
Sunderland, /Capt. N.Leonard. 
Montague. 
Northfield. 
Brimfield. 



Monfon. 

Pelham. 

Greenwich. 

Blandford. 

Palmer, /Capt. David Spear. 

Granville, /Col. T. fcobirtfon, Mf. 

Oliver Phelps, 
New Salem. 
Belgherflown. 
Colrain, Ware. 
Warwick. 
Bernardfton. 

Murrayfield, /Capt. E. Shepard. 
Charlemont. 
Alhfield/ 

Worthington, Mr. J. BreMer. 
Shuteibury. 
Eorvingfhire. 
Chefterfield. 

Southwick, /Mr. Abner Fowler. 
Norwich, John Kirkland, Efq. 
Ludlow, /Dr. Aaron J. Miller* 
Livorett. 
Weft Hampton. 



For tbt County of 
Plymouth, /Hon. J. Warren, Efq. 



PLYMOUTH. 

Pfympton. 

Pembroke, John Turner, Efq* 

Kingfton. 

Abiogton, Mr. Samuel Pool* 

Hanover. 

Halifax. 



Scituate, / Capt. Jofeph Tolman 
Duxbury, George Partridge, Efq. 
MarQifield, /Mr. Sam. Oakman, 
Bridgwater, Oakes Angiet, Efq. 

r Major Jofiah Hayden. 
Middleboreugh,/Mr.Benj.Thom{biu Wareham. 
Rochefter, CoL Ebenezer White, 

For tbt County ^BARNSTABLE 
Barnftable^ 

Sandwich, CoUNath. Freeman. 
Yarmouth, David Thatcher, Efq^ 

/ Jonathan Howes, Efq. 
Eafthafti, Mr A Barnabas Freeman, 
Wellfleet, /Capt. Window Lewis. 

For the County •/ B R 1.3 T O L. 
Taunton, /Brig. Gen. G. Godfrey, Mansfield, Capt. Abiel Clap. 

/Hon. Robert T. Paine, Efq. Attlcborough, Capt. EiiftuMay. 

Rehoboch, Mr. Eph. Starkwea^htr, - Dighton, /Mr. Abiezar Phillips.^ 

/Mr. Jofeph Allyn. Freetown, Thomas Durfee, Efq.* 

£wanzey , / Capt. Philip Slead, / Mr T Rainham, / Capt. Ifra. Wafliburn. 

Ifrael Barney. 
Dartmouth, Edward Pope,RHj. 
Norton, Mr. Abraham Whit*, 



Chatham. 

Harwich, Solomon Freeman, Ef<^ t 

/JofephNve, Efq. 
Falmouth, /Major J of. Dimuck. 
Truro. 
Provincetown. 



Eafton, Capt. James Perry. 
Berkley, /Capt. James Nichols* 



F* 
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4- . 'fir th* CctiMf ./VORK. ^ . • . .: 

York, Col. Edward Grow. ', Peppercl borough, TKq. Cutts, EJq. 

kittery, Edward Cutts, Efq; Lebanon- 

John froft, Efq. . • - Sanferd. 

Wells, Capt. JofhuaBragdoni Bbxtori. f 

fcerwick, Col. Jofeph Prime; Foyeburg. 

ArundcQ. fcoxball. 

Biddcfordt • ., "■ " -* 

F 9 r the County ^ DUKE S-GOUNT Y. 

Edgartown. Tifbury. 

Chilmark. ... 

For the Ccuntj of N,A NJUCKET, 
Sherburne. 

For the County ./ WORCESTER 

Worcefter, Samuel Curtis, Eiq. Dudley, *Mf. Edward Davis; 

Lancafter, *Jofeph Reed, Efq. Barre, Nathan Sparhawk, Eiq; 

Mendon, Edward Rawfon, Efq. Bolton, e Mr. Nath. Langley. . . 

Brookfield, * Hon J. Fofter, Efq. tJpton. 

Oxford, e Edward Davis, Efq. Sturbridge. , ^ 

Charlton. Leominfter, *lfrael Nichols, Efq. 

Sutton, Amos Singletary, Efq. Hardwick, Mr. William Paige; 

Leiceftcr, Major Seth Waftiburri. Weftern, rMr. Solomon Rich. 

Spencer, e Mr. John Munzy. Holden . 

Paxton. Douglafs, /Ezra Whitney, Efq; * 

Rutland, Mr. John Feifcnden. Grarron, e Mr. Jofeph Batcheldor; 

Oakhain. Peterftiam, tjona. Gsout, Efq. 

Hubbardftori. Hoyalftort. 

New Brairitree, Af a}. J. Sowirian; Weftminfter; Mr. jofeph Miller. 

Somhborough, AthoL 

Weftborough, Dr. James Hawes. Temp!etori ( Capt. Ezek; Knowltont 
Nonhborough, clvlr. Paul Newton. Princeton. 

Shrewibury, ?Mr, KpH. Beaman: Afhbttrnham. 
Lunenhurgh, ; Mr* Step. Gorham; Winchendon. 

Fitchburgh* Nbrthbridge, Mr. Jona. Bactm; 

Uxbridge, C6l. Nathan 1 Tyler. Ward. 
Harvard, t Col. Jofiah Whitney, 

For tin C*i*h •/CUMBERLAND. . 

Falmouth; Harpfwell. 

North Yarmouth, J. Lewis, Ifq. Windham. 

Scarborough. Cape Elizabeth. 

Brunfwick. New Glocefter. 

Oorham, Cd< Edmund Phiney. Gray. 

F$r tb* C*u*# 1/ L I N C O L N. 

Yownalbctroagh. VaiTalborough. 

Georgetown. Winthrop. 

Woolwich. Wurfjbw. 

Newcaftlc. Edgecomb. 

Topftiam; BelufL .■.*'*"' 

Boothbay. Iftarrtn. 

BriftoK Waldcborough, , 

Bowdoinhitm. Thomaftort. 

Hajkwell, Piufton. 

Vet. Vllt <L _ For 
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For the County of 
Sheffield, *Co3. John Afhlcy* jun. 

*Mr. Daniel Raymond. 
Great Harrington, r Mr. J* Na(h, 
Stock bridge, *Mr. A fa Lenient* 
Pirtsfield, f CoL Wm, Wiliiiuus, 

* Capt* James Noble. 
New Marlborough. 
Egrcmont, 
Richmond, 
Lennox, 
Ty rl n gha m t * Col . G - Jac kfon # 

eCapt. Ezekiel Herrick. 
Lanefborough- 
San disitel d, * Mr. Tim. Brown* 
Thofe Gentlemen with thb [*] maik, were not of the HouTe the laf! 



BRtSH I-R E. 
WHfU'mftoiL 

Becker. 
Windfor. • ' K 

Patridgetield.. 

Weft Stockbridge. 

Loudon, 

AHWd. 

Hancock. , . '» . ■ 

Waging ?on j 

Adams. 

Lee, 

"New AfhfortL 

New- Providence. 



y ca *> 



Yefterday being the anniverfary 
election of Councilors for jhis State, 
the General Aflembly met at the 
State- Houfe in this town, from whence 
they were efcorted to the Old Brick 
Meeting-Houfe (where a fermbn, 
very fuitable to the occafion, was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Samuel 
Stillman of this town) by a detach- 
ment of the Company of Indepen- 
dents, commanded by Colonel John 
Tyler, and' from' thence they pro- 
ceeded to. FaiuMjil-Hall, where an 
elegant entertainment was provided. 
After dinner the Aflembly returned 
to the State-Houfe, when the followV 
ing. gentlemen were- ele&ed Coun- 1 
ielLors,. viz Honourables Artemas 
Ward, Benjamin Greenleaf, 'Mofes 
Gill, Oliver Prefcot, Jabel - F^Jher, 
Francis Dana, Jofiah Stone, Samuel 
Baker, John Pitts, Timothy Edwards", 
Samuel Niles, Aaron .Wood, and A- 
zor Orde, Efquires. ' '• 

— '—' ' " * -> 

For tbi ft£Mk>(Blf^G£1l. 

Letter from tht French \ King^ t*hii 
Serene Highnefe £Be Admiral of 
France. Dated } jfune 5, lyjg* - 
(Tranflattd front the French.) , P 
Cousin, /": 

The defire I have always had of 
foftening, as much 44 in my power 
lies, the calamities of wa/ t has in<- 
<luced me to direct my attention to 
tfaitfpart of my fubjefis who employ. 



themfelves iri the 'fiTheries, and who 
derive their fole fobfiftence from thofe 

rcfource*. F fuppofe that the exam- 
ple, which I mall now give to my 
enemies, and which can have no other 
views than what arife frorafentiments 
of humanity, will induce* them to 
grant the km* liberty to our fimeries, 
which I readily grant them. In con- 
fluence whereof, I fend you this 
letter to acquaint you; that I have 
given orders to all rhe Commanders 
ofmyvefielf, armed (hips, and Cap- 
tains of privateers, not to moleft (un- 
til further orders) the Engliih fimefy, 
nor to flop their veffels, whether they 
be laden with frefh fifh; or not hav- 
ing taken in their freight^; provided, 
however, tharthey do)iot carry often- 

-jfive arms, and that the'y are hotfounA 
to^nave given fignals/ which p^gkc 
indicate their holding an intelligence 
witn^thc enemy Yflilps of war, Ybix 
will make known thefr my intention* 
to the Officers of theAdmirahy, "arid 
40 aN who' are". Uffder ybitr orders* 
sSick'bting'tnepirrpoies of thefe pre^ 
fents, T pray God, my Coufin, that 
he will grant you his holy protect 
tion. 

Given at Verfailles, the'eth day o£ 
June, in the year 1779. * 
Signed 

Lou'rs. * 
Connterfignei * 

~ DeSartinS- ' 

- • ■- ru 
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The OrJer of the French 'King's 
•Council of State y explanatory of the 
; third Article of the Orders of t$e 
zyth of April y relative to the new 
Regulation ofDufies o.n the C omnia- 
' dities and Merchandize of Holland, 
. Dated June 5, 1779. 
IxtraB from the Regifiers of the 
Council of State, 
The* King having confidered the 
Order of his Council of the 27th* of 
April lail, concerning the addition of 
fifteen per cent, duty on all the com- 
modities and ^ merchandizes of Hol- 
land, entering into any of the ports 
of his kingdom, his Majefty has re- 
marked, that by the third article of 
jhe faid order, the following articles 
are excepted; drugs ufed in dyim», - 
madder, hemp, -woql, tallow, kali, 
piteh, tar, marts, fhip-timber and 
(cordage* and his Majefty confider- 
ing that, in order absolutely to fol- 
fir the views of the faid increafc of 
duty, itn's neceflar^ to cdnjine fuch 
exceptions to navai ftoresonly j be 
if therefore known, that the King in 
Council,, having conijidered tfc$ third 
article" of the Order, of the 27th 0/ 
April laft, has ordered, and- hereby 
orders, that, from- the firft of |uly 
next, pitch, tar, mafts, GiTp*timber, 
and cordage, mall bethe oqly articles 
excepted jn the faid third artide.and 
that the other matters mentioned in 
the faid article, lhall be obliged- to 
pay the duties, {peeffjed jn the hrli ar- 
ticle of the faid Order. 
Given at Vcrfailles, in the ling's 
Council of State, his Majefty be- 
ing prefent, the cth day of June 

1779- ^ 

Signed J>^ SAHTrK^- 

Lewis* by the grace of God,Kiag 
of France and Navarre, &c, &c t to 
©or beloved and faithful Cowafellon 
aflenibTed in our Councils, their In- 
tcbdants' and Commiflaries in- the 
different provinces and diftricls of 
oor kingdom, greeting, We command 
and enjoin you- by theft" prefents, 
tgne4 by us* 10 attend to the cxecu- 



is ) , 

tion of this order, to which is aifixel 
the feal of our Chancellor, this day 
made in our Council of State, we 
being prefent, for the purpofes there- 
in conrained : we command our Of* 
ficer or Serjeant, immediately on the 
receipt hereof, to fignify the (aid Or- 
der to all whom it mall concern, that 
no perfon may plead ignorance here- 
of; and, in order fully. to execute it; 
to make ufe of every necelTary'meaBs, 
without any other aathoriry,* or pay- 
ing any regard to the Hue and Cry, 
to the Normandy Charter, or letters 
to the contrary; ordering/ that the 
copies of this prefent Order, collected 
by one of our beloved and faithful 
Counfeliors,' fhall have equal force 
with the original ; for /ueh is our 
pleafure. 

Given at Verfailles, the jth day of 
June, in the yearpf our Lord 1779, 
and in the n>th of our reign. 

Signed Lewis, 

CounterfigyUd DiSaRTINE. 

'Ordinance of the French King % eon- 
ceming Re-Captures made hy bh 
Ships, Frigatei, and other Vejfels* 
Dated June V5, 1 779. 

Br the KING. 
* The King having taken into' con* 
■^deration his Ordinance of the 28th 
■of ftfarch of thelaft^ear, concerning 
Sprites made 'at lea by hjsfhips* fri- 
gates,' and other armed vefleis, by 
which his Majefty gridbafly granted 
to the officers and feamen of 'fliips thar 
took prites, the whole ~of fuch ihips 
x>f war and privateers taken from the 
enemy, and the two-thirds of the 
produce of merchant (hips, his Tvla- 
jefty obferved, that nothing had been 
provided by that Ordinance for re- 
captures which might be made by his 
mips and frigates ; he has therefore 
judged it neceflary to make known 
his intentions on that fubjeel, in re- 
ferring to himfelf the power of grant- 
ing to rhe crews of mips, ve/Iels, and 
frigates, fuch gratifications as belong 
to him, on the re- taking 6f* the faid 
veffels and their cargoes, and wkich 
Q^2 ihall 
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fhaJlxonVimicto belong to him, and 
be adjudged to his Majefty, as in 
times paft. His Majefty has ordered 
and orders, that the regulations con- 
cerning, re.-capturesfhajl continue to> 
tic obferyed according to their form 
and tenor ;, consequently, when the 
Jhips of his fubje&s fhall be retaken 
by .privateers on a cruize againft the 
enemies of fhe ftate, after having been 
twenty-four hours in their hands, 
they fhall be confidered as their fole 
property ; but in cafe the re-capture 
fhail have been made within twenty r 
four hours, the right of falvage fhall 
be but one third of the value of the 
fhip and cargo fo retaken. As to 
. what concerns re-captures made by 
.the fhips, frigates, and other veflels of 
bis Majefty, the third fhalf be ad- 
judged to them for the right of fal- 
vage, if fuch was made within twen- 
ty-four hours; but, if taken after 
that time, fuch reprffal fhall be ad- 
judged to his Majefty folely, as in 
times paft, unlefs that the officers of 
the faid ihips and veflels fhall have 
any property therein. His Majefty 
referves to'KImfelf the liberty of be- 
llowing on jfeamen agratification pro- 
portioned tothe- value of the fhip and 
cargo retaken, according to the bills 
of lading; and alfbto give to the of- 
ficers ofiuchfh ps £$ fhall make fuch 
re-captures, and whb fhall have given 
diftinguifbed proofs of their valour, 
fuch favours or recfempences as his 
Majefty fhall, according to circum- 
ftances, think proper. His Majefty 
orders, that this Ordinance fhall take 
place, with refpeel to all re-captures 
made, from the commencement of 
hoftilities. His Majefty orders and 
commands the Duke de Penthievrel 
Admiral of France, the Vice-Admi- 
rals, Lieutenants- General, Commo- 
dores, Captains, and other Officers of 
fhips, commanding fhips, frigates, 
and other veftels; the Commanders 
of ports, Intendants of Marine, 
Commifiaries-General of ports and 
arfenals, the Officers of the Admi- 
ralties, and all others whom it con- 



cerns, each in- his place, pjoperly ^ 
attend to the due execution of tfeis 
Ordinance. GJven at Verfaifles Uje 
5th day of June ? 1779. 

Signed Lpwis. 

Count&rfigned Dk Sartine. 

^be Puke de PbnthiSvm, Admiral 
of France, Governor and Lieute- 
nant-general for the King, ** hi$ 
Proittfice ofiretagne. 
Seeing the above Ordinance is ad^ 
drefled to us, we command fhe Vice- 
admirals, Lieutenants-general, Com T ' 
modores, Captains, and other officers 
of his Majefty?s ihips, commanding 
his fhips, frigates, and other ve/Tels, 
the Commodores of ports, Intendants 
of marine, Commiffaries-generai of 
ports and arfenals, officers of the 
Admiralty, and all others whom it 
may concern, each in h}s place, to 
fee this Ordinance duly and fully 
executed. Given at Rambouillet^ 
the 19th day of June, 1770- 

Signed, L. J. Ml P* SpuitBON. * 
Ceunterjigned] D* G*AjfDBOV*<?, 

*m ■" ' "™ 

State of Majfaebufetts-B&x* 
fn the Tear of our Lord, one tkoufand 

fpuen hundred and fe*ueui$*nine. 
An AB for prolonging the time for ad- 

minijiering the oath or affirmation 

of fidelity and allegiance. \ 

whereas bylaw it isjrequired, that 
the oath ox affirmation of fidelity and 
allegiance, be adminiftered to all 
coraraiffioned ofljeers, both civil and 
military, in this State, by the hrft 
day of March in the prefent year, 
otherwife tyz% fuch perfon be con- 
fidefed as difquali£ed to ad in either 
of faid offices vr places; which time 
does not appear to this Court fuffi- 
cient for commiffioned militaryof^ 
ficers to take fuch oath, by reafon of 
many of them having been called 
abroad into the pubjic fervice: 

Be it therefore enacled by the 
Council and Houfe of JUprefenta- 
tives in General Court aflembled, 
and by the authority of the famei* 
That the time for adminiftering faid 
•''•'■ oath 
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path of fidelity and allegiance, be hired, agreeable to the order of U&e 



ju-olonged for all commiffiooed mill? 
fary officers, to the firft day of Decem- 
ber next; and that no perfon be 
confidered as difquaiified from acting 
in any military office as aforefaid, 
before the expiration of fajd time, 
although the oath afore faid be not to 
them administered; any law of this 
£taie to jphe contrary hotwithftand- 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That the com-' 
mending officer of each regiment of 
militia \yithin this $tate, require and 
enjoin' every militia officer under his 
command, 'to take faid oath of fide* 
lity and allegiance, by Or before the 
firlt day of pecember aforefiud : and 
»j[aid commanding officer is hereby 
empowered, having firft taken faid 
path himfelf, to adminiller the fame 
to any of the officers of the regiment 
pndtr his command ; and required 
;o make return thereof into the Secre- 
tary's pffice, as foon as may be. 

State ofMaJfacbufetts-Bay. 
fn tbf Henjt 0/ ' Refrffextative// 

Whereas it has been reppefcnted 50 
fhis Court, that there are ,feveraj 
Agents for the eftates of abfens^es* 
who are not able fuljy to comply with, 
the refolves of the General Court* 
relative to the leafing faid eftatea^ky 
reafon tha* thofc whp are in P?fle& 
iionofthcm, refufe to give pofle^fipn 
$0 the perfons who h*ve hired them* 
agreeable to the order of the Court ; 

Therefore refolved, That the A^ 
gents be, and they are hereby directe4 
to warn the prefent pofTe/Tors 40 leave 
the premifes within ten days front. 
the time of warning, and in cafe 
theyrefufe and infift-on keeping pof> 
feflion,- the Sheriffs* their Under 
Sheriffs or Conflables, within their 
feveral diftri&s, are hereby directed 
and impowered to go with the Agent, 
and put the leflee into full and quiet 
pofleflion of the premifes by him 



General Court. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

John Pjckeriko, Speaker* 
In Council, May 1, 1779, 
Read and concurred, 
Johm Av}*.y, Deputy See. 
Confented to by the major part of 
the Council. 

True Copy, Atteft, 
*i John Avaav, Deputy Sec. 

Stan ofMaJfachuftits-Bof. 

In tbe Houft cf Representatives* 

May 3, 1779. 

Whereas it appears that the ordera 

of the General Court refpecting the 

poor of Charles-town, have not been 

duly obferved by feveral towns where 

<aid poor are, or have been : 

Therefore refolved, That every 
town in this State, where any of the 
poor of Charles-town now arc, be 
directed, to make fuch provision for 
faid poor as they may (land in need 
of, and lay their accounts before thU 
Court for allowance : 

And be it further refolved, That 
if any town mail prefume, in oppo- 
sition to the orders of this Court, to, 
fend the faid poor into the town of 
Charles town (as fome have lately 
done) that the Select-men of Charles- 
{own be directed to return the name 
pf the town, or Select-men that fo 
conduct, . that fuch L order may bq 
taken thereon, as the nature of the 
cafe may requjre. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

John Picketing, Speaker, 
In Council, May 3, 1779, 
Read and concurred. 
John Avsrv, Deputy Sec, 
Confented to by the major part of 
the Council 
True Copy, Atteft* 
Jo*» AvEaV, Deputy Sec. 

f "•■ 

State of T&aJ[acbufttti*Bay* . 

In. ike Hou/e of Repnfentatives % 

Mayi % 1779. 

Whereas it appears to this Court, 

that the militia oncers, Select-men, 

and 
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s*d -Commkteej of Safety, &c. 'of 
jtfce feveral towns in* the county or" 
Lincoln; have neglected or refufed to 
•omply with- the refolves oT this 
Court, requiring them td make re- 
turns of the- men they have in lifted 
as their quotas of the Continental 
*wn>T» .notwithftanding the repeated 
requisitions of this* Court for that 
purpofe : 

• Therefore reiolved, That if any 
of the militia officers; or Selecl-mea 
of any town, or Committees of Cor- 
respondence, Sec. of any plantation 
in the county of Lincoln (or any 
fcther town in any other county in 
tiib State) mall neglect or refufe to' 
make proper returns of the named 
and> number of men inlifted as aforc r ' 
/aid, agrecabry to the requirement of 
the revives of this Cotirt relative 
thereunto, on or before the 15th day 
$fjwne next, fhalr forfeit the fum of 
ene hundred pounds, and have the 
feme added to their town in their 
aext J&tate-tax accordingly ;' and the' 
furu of fifty pounds monthly during 
the continuance of fuch negleel or 
rcfufal, and have it added in the 
iamc manner to their nex$ State^tax. 

And be it further refoived, That 
the Secretary be, and he hereby is 
directed forthwith to furnim the Bri- 
gadier of the county of Lincoln, witlt 
a fafficient number of copies of this 
refolve, and the, refolve^ to which it 
relatet, who is directed to convey 
them, as foon as mar be, to the SeV 
lecVmen or commiffipned officers of 
the feveral towns in faid county ; 
and that the Secretary be directed tQ 
fend a copy to the commanding of- 
ficer or Selectmen of any other town 
that may be deficient in their returns^ 

And it is further refolved, That 
the Committees appointed for fettling 
dfcfputes .between the towns in the 
feveral counties; refoedting their quo- 
tas of men in the Continental army, 
be, and they are hereby directed to 
meet at the State-Houi'e in Bofton, 
od the 18th day of June next, ttfen 
au4 ttere to proceed on the bUfmefs 



{ Vrt ) 



for which they were appointed by the 
fefolve of the 17th of June lait, and 
make return of their doings into the 
Secretary's office, on or before the 
loth day of July next. 

Sent up for concurrence.. 

John' Pickering, Speaker. 
In Council, May j, 1779, 
Read andconcurred. 
John Avert, Deputy Sec, 
Confented to by .the major part of 
the CouriciV 

True Copy, Atteft. 

John Avery, Deputy Sec. 

■ *■ " ■■■■ ■ ■ •"** ■ ■ 

State of Mafacbufetts-Bay, 

In the Tear If our Lord, one thou/and. 

fewen hundred and Jc<uenty~iiine. 
AnAa to cenfifeate the tfiates of cer- 
tain notorious conffirators againft 
the government and liberties of the 
inhabitants of the late province, 
now State ofMaJfaehufettsrBay. • 
Whereas the feveral perfons herein- 
after mentioned, have wickedly con- 
fpired* to overthrow and deltroy the 
conftitution of government of the 
late -province of Maffachufetts-Bay, 
as eltabiifljed by the Chapter agreed 
upon, by and between their late 
Majeilies William and Mary, late 
King and Queen of England, &c. 
and the inhabitants of faid province, 
ft*w State of MafTachufetts-Bay ; and 
aHfo to reduce the faid inhabitants 
tinder the abjolute power and domi- 
nation of the prefent Ring, and of 
the Parliament of Great Britain ; 
and, as fa/ as in them lay, have 
aided and affifted the fame King ami 
Parliament m their endeavours to 
eftablim a defpotic government over 
the faid inhabitants : 

Be it enacted by the Council and 
Houfe of Representatives in General , 
Court aflembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the fame;, Thit Francis Ber- 
nard, Baronet, Thomas Hutchinfon, 
Efq. late. Governors of the late pro- 
vince, now State *of Ma/Tachufetts- 
Bay, Thomas Ottver, Efq. late Lieu-. 
tenant-governor, Harrifon Gray, Efq* 
lateTreafurer> Tfcomas Flacker, Efq, 

late 
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late Secretary, Peter Oliver, Efq. 

late Chief JufHce/Fofter Hutchin- 
fon, John Erving, jun. George fry- 
ing, William repperrell, Baronet,, 
James Butineau, Jofhua Loring, Na- 
thaniel Hatch, William Browne, 
Richard Leclimere, Jbfiah Edfon, 
Nathaniel Rea Thomas, Timothy 
Haggles, John Murray, "Abijah Wil- 
*Iard and Daniel Leonard, Efars. 
late Mandamus CounfeUors of laid 
late Province, William Burch, Henry 
Hukon, Charles Paxton, and Ben- 
jamin HolJowelU'Efcirs. late Com- 
miflioners of the Cuftoms, Robert 
Auchmuty, Efq. late Judge of the 
Vice Admiralty Court, Jonathan 
Sewall, Efq. late Attorney General, 
Samuel C[uincy, Efq. late Solicitor, 
General, "Samuel Fitch, Efq. Soli- 
citor or Counfellor at Law to the 
Board of Commiffioners, havejuftly 
incurred the forfeiture of all their 
property, rights and liberties holden 
under and derived from the govern- 
ment and laws of this State; and 
that each and every of the perfons 
aforenamed, and defcribed, mall be 
held, taken, deemed and adjudged, 
to have renounced and loft all civil 
and political relation to this and the 
other United States of America, and 
be considered as aliens. 

Be it enabled by the authority a- 
foresaid, That all the goods and chat- 
ties, rights and credits, lands, tene- 
ments and hereditaments of every kind 
of which any of the perfons herein be- 
fore named and defcribed were feized 
or pdflefled, or were entitled to pof- 
£e{s, hold, enjoy or demand, in their 
own right, or which any other perfon 
flood or doth ftand feized or poflefled 
of, or axe or were entitled to have or 
demand to and for their ufe, benefit 
and behoof, mall efcheat, annurc and 
accrue to the fole ufe and benefit of 
the government and people of this 
State, and are accordingly hereby de- 
clared fo'to efcheat, ann are and ac- 
crue, and the faid government and 
peojite fliall be taken, deemed and 
adjudged, arid axe accordingly hereby 
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declared to be in the real and, afloat 
pofleffion of all fuch goods and chat- 
tels, rights and credits, lands/tene- 
ments and inheritaments withour fur- 
ther enquiry, adjudication or deter- , 
mination hereafter to be had ; any 
thing in the aft, entitled *« An Ad, 
for confifcattng the eftates of certaia 
perfons, commonly called abfentees,** 
or any other law, ufage or cuftom to 
the contrary notwithltanding : Pro- 
vided always, that the efcheat fhall 
not be conftrued to, extend to; or 
ojperate upen any goods, chatties, 
rights, credits, lands, tenements or 
hereditaments, of which the perfons 
aforenamed and defcribed, or fome 
other in their right, and to their 
life, have not been feized or pofTefTed,. 
or have, or demand as aforefaid, fince 
the 19th day of April, in the y«ar of 
our Lord, 1775* 

And be it further enafted by the 
authority aforefaid, , That all debts 
juftly due from any of the perfons a- 
forenamedand defcribed, to any fub- 
j eft of the United States of America, 
before the faid 19th day of April, 
A. D. 1775*. fhall be payable out #f 
their refpeftive eftates* 

And be it further enacted by the 
, authority aforefaid, That where the 
wife or widow of any of the perfons 
aforenamed and defcribed, fhall ^ave 
remained within the jurifdiclion of 
any of the faid United States, and in 
parts under the actual authority tfiere- 
of, me mall be intitled to the im- 
provement and income of one third* 
part of her hulband's real and perfon al 
eftate, afterpayment of debts, during 
her life and continuance within the 
faid United States, and her dower 
therein fhall be fet off to her by the 
Judges of Probate Wills, in like man* 
ner as it might have been if her huf- 
band had died inteftate and a liege 
fubjeft of this State. 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
fon whole eftate is by this act adjudg- 
ed to have efcheated as aforefaid, (hall 
not have any wife -or widow inured 
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to any part thereof by virtae of this 
aft, fhall have any relations (colla- 
teral kindred excepted) who may not 
he of fufficient ability to fupport 
themfelves without fome allowance 
cut of the eftate of fuch perfon to 
whom they ftand related as aforefaidj 
tjiat the Judge of Probate Wills, who 
ihall have the right of appointing a- 
gents for fuch eftate, be, and he 
hereby is authorifed and directed to 
fix a competent allowance, from time 
to time, for the comfortable fupport 
<Jf all fuch* relations, having refpett 
to the yalue of fuch eftate. 



Philadelphia, May io, 17^9. 
The putlic are hereby advertifed, 
that the real eftatcs, late of Jofeph 
Galloway, and Andrew Allen, Efqrs.' 
late members of the Congrefs of the 
Thirteen United Colonies, now States/ 
if America, for Pennfylvania; Wil- 
liam Allen, the younger, Efq. fome 
time a Captain, and afterwards a 
Lieutenant-Colonel of a regiment or 
battalion of foot, in the fervice of the- 
United Colonies, now States, of A- 
merica ; James Rankin and John 
Rankin, both late of the county of 
York, yeomen ; Jacob Duche, the 
younger, late of the city of Philadel- 
phia, late Chaplain of the Congrefs 
of the United States ; Gilbert Hicks; 
late of Bucks county, yeoman ; Sa- 
muel Shoemaker, late Alderman of 
the city of Philadelphia ; John Potts, 
late of Portfgrove, in the county of 
Philadelphia, yeoman ; Nathaniel 
Vernon, late Sheriff of Chefler coun- 
ty; Chriflian Foutts, late Lieutenant 
Colonel of militia, in the county of 
Lancafter; John Biddle, late of 
Berks county, yeoman, late Collector 
of Excife for the faid county, and 
late a Deputy Quarter Matter of the 
r army of the United States ; John Ro r 
berts r late- of the county of Phila- 
delphia, miller; Abraham Carlifle, 
houfe-carpe'nter ; JohnParrock, yeo- 
man ; Phillip Marchington, trader ; 
Alexander Bartram, trader ; Joel E 7 
vans, merchant; John Hcnderfdn, 
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Mariner; AIexan<W Smith, fctactt-* 
frhith ; and William AufHn, yeoman; 
late keeper of the New Jerfey Ferry; 
al! late of the city of Philadelphia ;. 
Chriftopher Saur, the elder, late o£ 
German-town^ printer $ John Tolly/ 
mariner; David Thompfon, fhip- 
Wright, both late of Southwarkj 
Henry Hu^h fergufon, Efq. (late* 
GommifTary of prifoners for General 
Howe) heretofore of Graeme Parke; 
all late of the county of Philadelphia; 
Jbhn Ellwood, late ofBriftol town- 
Ihip, in Bucks Coanty, waterman; 
Samuel Biles, late Sheriff of Bucks 
county; Michael Whitman, 'and 
Henry Skyler, hufbandrnen | and, 
George Ruin, miller, all late of 
Lancafter county ; Curtis Lewis; 
blackfmith ; and Richard S,wanwick; 
heretofore of the Cuftom-lioufe, of 
Philadelphia, both late of Chefler 
county, yeomen; and Jdfeph Ro- 
mieh, late of Northampton county* 
yeoman, and John Yourtg, hereto- 
fore of Graeme Park* in the 'county 
of Philadelphia, late of the city of 
Philadelphia, gentleman ; and Pete* 
Campbell, gentleman, and I Ifaae Al- 
len, Efq. Attorney at Law, both late 
of Trenton, in the State of New Jer- 
fey ; and Andrew Ellint, Efq. now, 
or laie of New- York city,' in the 
State of New- York ; and others* 
frtuate, lying, and being 'within di- 
vers counties of this State, forfeited 
to the ufe of the Commonwealth by 
the attainder of the faid perfons, ancj 
every of them, for high-treafon, will 
he fpeedily fold by public auction, or 
vendue, to the bed and higheft bid-, 
ders, exonerated and difcharged of 
all former claims or demands made 
Under any of the faid traitors; the 
faid real eftates to be . aflured to the 
buyers by deeds or conveyances^ un- 
der the leal of the State, figned bf 
'the Prefident or Vice Prefiaent ivL 
Council, upon payment of the pur* 
chafe money. • 

Ahd all creditors and others art 
hereby informed, that, by an Act of 
Aflembly, intitlcd r ' M An Act for 
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iae attainder of "divers traitors, if 
they render not themfelves by a cer- 
tain d;jy, and for veiling their eftates 
in this Commonwealth, and for more 
effectually difcovering the fatrte, and 
for afcertaining the lawful debts and 
Maims thereupon," three'months are 
allowed to all creditors and others, 
Having claims and demands on the 
perfonal eftates late of the traitors 
aforefaid, to exhibit the fame ; the 
laid three months to be reckoned 
from and after the date of. the entry 
of fuch eftates in the regifter kept by 
the Secretary of the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council i and in fix months for 
all claims on the real eftates, late of 
the traitors afore faid, to be reckoned 
from and after .the date of the entry 
of fuch real eftates, on the regifter 
kept by the Sheriff of the county 
where fuch forfeited real eftate lies : 
aJlfuch claims and demands to be 
-made before the Judges of the Su* 
preme Court in term time ; or in vo- 
cation UT the Chief Juftice, written 
on parchment or paper, figned by the 
parties making the fame, or by their 
attormes, or other reprefentatives ; 
teftified by two or more fubferibipg 
witneftes, at telling the fame j or in 
default thereof, $very fuch claim or 
demand to be void. 

Aid whereas by a fupplement to 
the Aft of Aflembly arbrefeid, it is 
directed, " that whenever fucji in* 
.tended fales" (the. fales of the faid 
real eftates forfeited as afprefaid) 
" fhall be advertifed, public notice 
lhall.be alfo given, that the creditors 
of the faid traitors, and all claimants 
upon the faid refpe&ive eftates, fhall 
exhibit 'their feveral claims and de- 
mands to the Juftices of the Supreme 
Court, for payment or fati*fa£iofi, 
as ii by the (aid A& directed, within 
&x months thereafter, if refidenu 
"within this State, or within twelve 



months, if refidentt witbift any oth$ r 
of the United States, or be fcr.«ve r 
barred from the recovery thereof; 
provided always nevertheless* that if 
any creditor or claimant fhall at the 
time of fuch notice given be within 
the age of twenty-one years, feme 
covert, non compos mentis, impri- 
foned, or beyond fea, that-then luch 
perfons (hall be at liberty to exhibit 
their claims or, demands, as other 
perfons now may, within fix months, 
or if refidents whhin any other of the 
United States, within twelve months 
after fuch difability is removed." 

Vhere/bre public notice is hereby 
accordingly given ; and all creditor* 
and others concerned are hereby called 
upon to make their claims, »nd pro* 
ceed in the manner as is in and by 
the faid Ads of General Aftembly 
directed. 
Publimed by order of the. Council* 
Timotht Matlacx, Se- 
cretary and Keeper of, the 
, - Regifter for forfeited Eftates. 

Qbfcrmations^ on Mr, Gali^o.watV 
! /titer, to bis Jifter. From a fate 
B oft pn tapir*. 

The following reflections occurred ' 
to me when I read the letter, upon 
feeing fuch expreflions of benevolence 
and piety % from a man who has emi- 
nently diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
extraordinary efforts to enflave hi a 
country, and fubjec^ it to the tyran^ 
nical power of Great-Britain : in the 

Erofeciition of .this impious de£gn» 
e has been a guide and a counfellor 
to the enemies 6f. his country, and 
betraying the confidence repofed ia 
him by that country, has'directed iu 
enemies how to attack it in the moft 
vulnerable parts ; he has pointed 
their fwora> to its vitals, drenched 
the land in blood, and heightened to 
the utmoft, all the diftrefles and he** 



* The fame Mr. GaHoway, who was lately examined at the bar of xhf 
Houfe of Commons. For Mr. Galloway'* leito to hw fifter, fee the l*ft 
volume of the Remembrancer, page 20S. 
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* tort of war. * I was at t lefs to con- 
tcive how he could poffibly reconcile 
the part he hay acled, with any de- 
gree of piety to God or benevolence 
to mankind : I could at laft, no way 
account for the expreflions of piety 
and benevolence in his letter, but by 
fuppofing them to be either mere hy- 
pocritical pretences to virtues he did 
»ot pofTefs, or to fpringfrom themoft 
abfurd and unworthy conceptions of 
the Supreme Being. I have at- 
tempted to explain my meaning, as 
well as the fhortnefs * f time would 
' allow, in the following eflay. 

Speculator, 
Jtefleflioni on reading Mr. GaLto- 
wav'j Utter to bisjtfter. 
In reading the hiftory of the Jtwr, 
as recorded in the facred Scriptures, 
I have often obrerved with wonder, 
that the national crime to which they 
were moft addicted, and from which, 
in a greater or lefs degree, they were 
feldom free, was idolatry, a 
crime againil which there were the 
moil dreadful denunciations of di- 
vine vengeance, the inflictions where- 
'■of were frequent, terrible and una- 
voidable. And yet we find, not- 
. withftanding numerous examples of 
punifhment, the Jews were con- 
tinually relapfing into this trime — 
which is in its, nature, at once fd 
horribly wicked, and fo ridiculoufly 
abfurd, that it feems amazing how 
any rational creature could have the 
. leaft temptation to be guilty ef it. 
It is certain, however, there was a 
* temptation, and a very powerful one, 
valfe.it would not have been fo ftriclly 
; prohibited by laws ; nor wouki the 
'people, notwithstanding thofe re- 
fbaints, fo frequently have fallen 
into it. 

There was fomething, no doubt, 
■connected with this idolatry, that was 
^extremely alluring to the corrupt 

fropenfities of human nature. Per- 
aps, in thofe idolatrous fyflems, the 
felfe reprefentations made of tht Su- 
fremc Being, might conftitute the 



temptation ,*fcy giving a fanclion w 
the predominant evil inclinations of 
the heart, and reconciling every cri- 
minal indulgence, with the hopes of 
divine favour and approbation. Such 
ideas of the Almighty, muft be to 
the higheft degree difplcafcng to him 
and injurious to mankind, as thereby 
the greateft incentives to virtue and 
benevolence, and the greateft re- 
flraints from violence and i&juftice, 
are remdved, and the paiEons left to 
operate in their full force, unre- 
ftrained by the hopes of favour or fear 
of retribntion in a future iiate, from 
the Supreme Governor of the Uni- 
verfe. Such unju/l and difhonour- 
able conceptions of God, I take to 
be the eflence of idolatry , and if fo, 
I conceive it to* be a crime as com- 
mon with us, as it was with the 
Je-ws* Hence the monftrous crimes, 
that like a flood deluge the land, 
may be accounted for; is it poffible 
-to reconcile fuch abominations with 
the belief of an all-feeing ever pre- 
fent God of infinite goodnefs, powar, 
wifdom and juftice ; who will, after 
death, call every man to account for 
the works done in the body, and will 
by no means clear the guilty f No, 
it is impoffible ; inflead of fuch an 
adorable Being, the objects of their 
worfhip are — idols formed by their 
own polluted imaginations. Idols 
whom they fuppofe will either coun- 
tenance and approve their villainous 
practices, or wink at, and never caH 
them to an account therefor. Was 
•it not fuch an idol whom the ■ ■ ■ ■ 
of Great-Britain, -with his murderous 
crew of counfellors and afliftants, by 
public foltmn fafiing and prayer* 
fought to render propitious to theip 
infernal defign, of a moft onjuft hos- 
tile invafion of America, to deflroy # 
by every fpecies of cruelty and mur- 
der, all the inhabitants,- who* monhj 
have virtue and refolution to defend 
the rights and freedom of their coun- 
try ; to defolate the land with ra- 
pine, violence, and all the horrors of 
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«var; and to reduce all the remaining 
inhabitants to a ftate of abfolute and 
endleft flavery ! . . 

And whether the objett of Mr. 
Pallotvay's piety, exprefled in -his 
letter to his filler, was an idol or not, 
let his actions determine. 

Very early in the prefent conteft, 
he tf k oufed the caufe of Great Bri- 
tain, and to the extent of his abili- 
ties promoted her defign of fubjeel- 
ing the lives and property of his 
countrymen, without their own 
concurrence or confent, to the laws 
and taxations of her King aad Par- 
liament, 

To execute this plan, which he, 
being a lawyer, knew to be- entirely 
deflxu&ive, both to the boafted cori- 
ftitution of England, and the free- 
dom of America, he exerted himfelf 
to the utmoft llretch of his power, 
influence, and artifice. When thrie 
failed, and he had the mortification 
to fee America united in defence of 
her rights and freedom, he feigned a 
converiion to her principles and in- 
terest. By this deceit he' obtained 
a feat in the Congrefs of dele* 
gates from the United States, Here, 
while he pretended a zeal to promote 
their int£re£, he betrayed their ft- 
crets and defigns to their enemies. 
And when he found his arts de- 
tected, he joined and afliiled them to. 
the utmo$ aganff his country; and 
a formidable, deu>ucl:ive enemy ha* 
he proved to her and .the United 
States. To his exa& knowledge of 
all our public affairs, his extenfive 
influence, efpecially in Pennfylvania, 
his correfpondence with the Quakers 
and other fuitable emiflaries, the in- 
formation, advice and afljftance he 
gave the enemy, may be afcribed 
many of their moft mifchievoqa and 
bloody operations* 

He has given* unqueftionable proofs 
of his hearty endeavours to deftroy 
all that oppofed the tyrannical ufur- 
pations of, Great Britain ; and to re-. 
ddce all the reft to a ftate of endlefs 



flavery. Ax\i this ftate of flavery he 
^as tbe aflurance to call his country 
ungrateful for reje&ing, with refenu 
ment againft J*im for having endea^ 
vouretj to force it upon them. 

The way in which he would ba<u$ 
Jawed them fwm tbe diflrejfts t bey of 
pre/entftely in confequence of their 
^oppontion to. tyranny, was by per- 
fuading them to fubmit to it; ift 
which cafe they would indeed havet 
avoided the dirtrefles tbey at prefent 
feel, — which, with the bleffing of* 
Heaven, we have reafon to hope wif| 
be but of very ftjort duration — but, 
inftead of them, we mould have had 
odur diftreflas tenfold more grievous 
to be borne — with this addition, that 
thefe would have been entailed upon 
us and our poftertty, through anend- 
lefs fiacceiSon of ages. 

But as his country refufed to ao- 
cept the favour he intended it, he 
has increafed the diftrefs of thofe that 
refufed, that is, a great majority of 
the country, to the utmoft — It is 
not the diftrejfes of thefe, for which 
be feels, it is for the diftrefles of the 
disappointed Tories like himfelf, 
that he feels ; diftrefles which being 
intended for others, have fallen upon 
them fe Ives. Diftrefles, which in- 
deed he has reafon to fear are not 
yet faijbed, nor arrived at tbe height % 
And the way in which he would fave 
thefe from deftruftion, is by com* 
pleating hisfcljeme of defpetifm, fa- 
crificing all that refilled, and involv- 
ing all the reft hi uhiverfal flavery. 

When expreflions of piety and $Ct 
votion flow ftom a man whofe con- 
duel j for a long period, appears to 
have been a continued feries of trea* 
fon, rapine, murder, and a}l the 
horrors of the moft unjuft and cruel 
war, in order to effect the moft wicked 
and depcftable purpofes, what kind 
of ideas mujl we neceflarily fuppofe' 
him to have of the God he profefles 
to adore ? Can wc fuppofe the object 
of his devotion to be a God of infinite 
purity and perfe&ion* of infinite 
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goodnefs, nower, wifdom, andjuftiee? 
No, it is irnpoiEble, the object of his 
worihipwoft be an idol of bis own 
^brmation, that he hopes will juftify 
a,nd approve the abominable deeds 
,io has perpetrated;" an obfcene hor- 
rible idol, Jike Mohzb* of old, whofe 
worfhipper* thought they offered him 
an acceptable lacriiice, when, they 
made their children pafs throogh the 
Are, and threw them into the flames to 
pltafe fcuii£lf. [Rojte* Gazette. 

$%*fslto<wi*g Jdvertifment is copied 
from the Mojhn Cbtomkle of May 
13, 177^ 

The Committee appointed by the 
Hon. the General Auembly or. the 
State of MafTachufetts Bay, for fel- 
ling certain eftatcs confiscated to the 
ufe of faid State, give public no- 
tice, that on Tuefday the 25th day of 
May, at 1 1 o'clock before noon, will 
be fold, at public auftion, to the 
higheft bidder, a valuable farm in ithe 
town of Milton, containing about 90 
acres 6f arable, pafture, and mowing 
land, together with the, manfion- 
fcoufe, out-houfes, and gardens there? * 
to belonging, being lately the coun- 
try-feat of Thomas Hutchinfon, late 
Governor of the Mauachufetts-Bay T 
This feat ftands on a fine eminence^ 
about fix miles from Bolton, on the 
great road to Plymouth, and com- 
mands a large and moft delightful' 
profpeft of Bofton harbour, and the' 
country adjacent. The jbljowing 
detached pieces of land, belonging to 
faid cftate, wHl fee (bid at the fame 
time and place, via. one tracY of til- 
lage-land and iah-marii, lying on the 
oppofite fide of the tJlvct, in the town 
of Dorchefter, containing about 15 
acres. Another trad of pafture and 
wood-land, containing about 40 acres, 
joining ©tr the rOad that leads to 
Taunton ; and alfo, about three acres 
of fah-marlh,both the laft iying in the' 
town of Milton, The fale* to be at 
the manfioa-hotffc in Milton afore- 
faid. 



And on Tuesday the firft day of 
June, at 1 1 o'clock, before noqji, wiji 
be fold in the fame manner, a large 
manfion-houfe, with out-houfes, gar**" 
dens, orcharding, and about joajpre* 
of rich land, -lying" id .the town" of. 
Roxbury, about* four. 'miles .frotaf 
Bofton; fituated on the border of 2 
delightful piece of water, known by 
the name of Jamaica- Ppnd; being 
lately the country feat of Francil 
Bernard, Baxw At, the fame .-timer 
will be fold, two lots of wood-land j 
containing about 15 acres,' and alfo, 
a piece of falt-marrti, contiin|ng 
about ,3 acres; 'all lying in:Rp*burj( 
aforefaid. v.' .st s " T. *:/ , 

■i Alfo on the fame day, at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, wiU be foI4 
in the fame manner, a large mannon* 
Jioufe,, .convenient out-houfes, anc^ 
gardens, planted with fruit-trees, to? 
gether with about 65 acres of tillage, 
pafture, and mowing jan*d»; anoT a}' 
tarm-hcrafe thereon, nearly, adjoin-. 
ing thefaid manfion 7 hopf?; allplear 
fently iituated in the town of Ifcoxr' 
bury, about four .miles frctm .?ofton^ 
©n Jamaica Plain, (fo called) nearly 
opppfitethe Rev. £r, Gordon's meet- 
ing-houfe, and. lately ^belonging to 
Jofliua Loring. *Alfb, k wood-lot* 
containing about 16 acres, lying neap 
Dorchefter litre, will behold at(h^ 
fame time- t \/ , 

( ' Qn Thurfday the third t day of 
Jutje;at ekven o'clock, fyforc noon, 
will alio be fold, by public vendue, 
tb; the Wjgheft .bidder, .. a fine farm, 
containing ; about 60 acres, with ^ 
manfion-houfe^ ^put'-houfei .aodgaiv ' 
dens thereon/ in the (own of Dor- 
chefter, :i . The tloufe js pfca&mly 
ntuated on; a rifing ground, com- 
manding a full profpect of the town 
andharheur of Bofton, and an'exten- 
five view of the country that fur-^ 
rounds it, and is about. three miles 
oiftant from JBofton, on \the road tha$ 
leads to Milton- bridge; being lately: 
the eftate of i$4thanidi Hatch, \ .-. 
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At t]ie fame time and place will be 
jbli, a*' pafture, confining 26 acres 
ind a half, and a piece of falt-marlh, 
containing about three acres, lying in 
faid town of Dorchefter, on the Neck, 
\(o called), being -part of the eftaU 
lately belonging to. Francis Bernard, 
JJarc. ■ •■ .,.■•■ * 

And on Tuefday the 8th day of 
June, at 1 2 o'clock, will be fold at 
public vendue, to-the higheft bidder, 
jhat large and elegantdwcljing-houfe, 
with the out-houfes, gardens, and* 
Other accommodations thereto be- 
longing, lately occupied by William 
Pepperre!, Bart, and formerly in pof* 
feffion^of XhomasFlueker, pkafamly 
ficuated in Summer-ftreet, Bofton, a 
Jirtle below Trinity -Church; . 
; ;,Alfoat the fame time and place 
will be fold, tothebigheft bidder, a 
large dwelling-houfe and garden, at 
thefouth end of Bofton, next to the 
South Writing-School, adjoining on 
the- Common ;- being a part of the 
tflate of JofnuaLoring, and formerly 
occupied by William Taylar, an ab- 
sentee.. The fale to be at the Bunch 
pf Grapes, in KiBg-ftreet. -. j 
<, .. Caleb Davis,. ,1 

Ebenezer Wales, J- Committee, 
Richard Crencb, 3 » . 

Fhiladtlpbia, April 1 1 . 
The* anniverfary of our .alliance 
with France, was celebrated on the 
l$th of, lail month atPluckemin, *f-» 
t£r, a very elegant- entertainment and 
4ifplay of .fireworks given by Gene- 
ral Knox, »nd the officers of the corps 
pf artillery. , It was poftponed to 
this Jate day.on account of his Excel- 
iencjr General Wafhington's ab£nce 
from camp,, t »-.';, : - 

- General Wathington, the principal 
officers of the army,— Mrs. Waihing^ 
ton, -Mrs. Greene, Mrs. Knox, — the 
Qentie^men and Ladies, for a large 
circuit round., the camp, were of the 
company.; 1 Befides thefe, there was a 
▼aft coDCOurfe of Spectators from 
^vcry part of Jerfey. ......... 



The barracks of the artillery are at 
afmall diftance from Pluckemin, oi 
a piece of rifing ground/ which ihewa 
them to great advantage. The en* 
tertainment and ball were held in th^ 
Academy at the park. *' 

About four o'clock in. the after- 
noon; the celebration of the, alli- 
ance was announced by the difcharge 
of thirteen cannon, when the com- 
pany aflembled in the Academy to a , 
very elegant dinner. The room war. 
fpacious, and the tables very prettily 
difpofcd* both as to prbfpecl and con^ 
venience, and fhetoalh defcriptive of 
the happy event, which had givea 
certainty to our Liberties, Empire*, 
and Independence. 

* fn the evening was exhibited a very 
fine fet of fireworks, conducted by 
Colonel Stevens, arranged in the 
front of a temple, one hundred feeif 
in length, and proportionably high. 
The temple (hewed thirteen arches, 
each difplayingan illuminated paint-r- 
ing — the center arch was ornamented 
with a pediment, larger than any of 
the others, and the whole edifice Sup- 
ported by a colonade of, the Corin- 
thian order. 

♦ The' illuminated paintings were 
difpofed in the following order. 

■ The ftril arch on the right repre- 
fented the commencement of hoittfiw 
ties at Lexington, with this inferip- 
tion, " The fcene opened." 

2d. Briftfh clemenoy ; reprefented 
in the burning of Charles-Town,- 
Falmouth, Norfolk, and Kingdon. 

3d. .The feparation of America 
from Britain — A magnificent arch 
broken in the center, with this mot- 
to—** By yowr tyranny to the people 
*■* of , America, you have fepa rated . 
** the wide arch of an extended ena- 
«? pire.V 

4th. Britain represented as a de- 
caying empire — by a barren country 
— broken arches — falling fpires — 
mips deferting its fhore — birds of 
prey hovering over its mouldering 
cities-rand a gloomy fctting fun. 

Motto. 
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Motto. 
*? The Babylonian fpires are funk, 
V Achaia, Rome and Egypt raoul- 

der'd down ! 
<* Time fhakes the liable tyranny of 

thrones, 
«.* And tottering empires crafli by 
their own weight." 

5ti. America, reprefente<J as a 
rifing empire*— profpeft of a fertile 
country- — harbours and rivers covered 
with mips — new canals opening-*- 
cities riling amidfl woods -r- and a 
Splendid fan emerging from a bright 
horircga. 

Motto. t 
*<,N*w worlds -are As 11 emerging 

from the deep, 
"The old defceiijing, in their turns 
to rife/* 

6tbf. A grand illuminated repre- 
sentation of Louis the Sixteenth, the 
^ncourager of letters, the fupporter 
<?fthe rights of humanity, the ally 
and friend of the American people. 

7th. The center arch — The FA- 
THERS in CONGRESS, 

Motto. 
** Nihil defperandum Retpublicae." 

8th. The American Philofopheiv 
and AmbafTador, extracting lighten- 
ing from the clouds. 

9th. The battle near Saratoga, Oc- 
tober 17, 1777. 

10th* The Convention of Sara* 
toga. 

1 ith. A representation of the fea 
fight ofF Ufhant, between Count 
D'Orvilliersand Admiral Keppel. 

1 2th* Warren, Montgomery, Mer- 
cer, Worfter, Nam,— and a croud of 
heroes, who have fallen ia the Ame- 
rican conteft, in Elyfium, receiving- 
the thanks and praifes of Brutus, Ca- 
to, and thofe spirits, who, in all 
ages, have glorioufly (truggled againil 
tyrants and tyranny. 

Motto, '* Thofe who fhed their 
blood in fuch a caufe, (hall live and 
reign for ever." 

i.th. Peace, with all her train of 
Meffings — her right hand difplayed 



an olive branch — at her feet lay the 
honours of harvefl — the back ground 
filled with flouriihiag cities — ports 
crouded with mips — and other em- 
blems of an extenfive empire, an<2 
anreftrained commerce. 

When the fireworks were finished, 
the company returned to the Aca- 
demy, and concluded the celebra- 
tion by a very fpJendid ball. 

The whole was conducted in a 
ftile and manner that reflects great 
honour on the tafte of the managers. 
The new* announced to Congrefs, 
from the s pantfh branch of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, arriving at the moment 
of ce ebraiion, nothing could have, 
fo opportunely, encreaied t e good 
humour of the company, or added tfr- 
thofe animated expreffions of plea- 
fufie, which arofe on the occafion. 

F&ugkitfepfit, May ia. 

We have advice from Warwafink, 
in Uliter county* thajc on Tuefday. 
laft the 4th initant, a party of the 
enemy, confiiKng of about thirty or 
forty, fuppofed to be chiefly, if wet 
all, of the Tory inhabitants, burnt 
four dwelling houfes and five barns, 
in that neighbourhood, at the Fan- 
tine-Kill, and killed fix people, be*. 
fide$ three or four more who were 
fuppofed to be burnt in the honfes. 

Advice <of the mifchief being 
brought to Colonel Cortlandt. fta r 
tioned there with bis regiment, he 
immediately marched in purfuit of 
the enemy, whom he twice got fight 
of on a mountain, exchanged fome 
ftiot with, though at a great tiif-- 
tance, and endeavoured to furround, 
but in vain, they all made tacir 
efcape. They took prisoner, ^nd 
neJeafed a woman, from whom we 
received the account of their numbery 

We have heard of iome villanies of 
the like kind, lately committed ia 
the neighbourhood of New-Wind'or; 
and we hear, intelligence came ycf- 
terday to town, that a party o* the 
enemy, fuppofed. to be the fame that 

lately 
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Fately did tlie ' mifchief at Fantine- 
Kill, have fincc appeared- at Wood- 
ftock, near Kingfton, where they 
have burnt fome houfes, and com- 
mitted other depredations. 

A correfpondent has fent us the 
following letters : 

To Colonel Snyder, 

Churchlandy May 4, 1 779. 

Dear Sir, 
I take this opportunity to in- 
Jjbrm you, that Lieutenant Poll and 
myfelf and Hezekiah Dubois, came 
laft night from Woodftock, on our 
way home, with the horfe that was 
fiolen from Jacobus Wolf, and made 
Oar lodging there, and after mid- 
night we were furprifed by a party 
of Colonel Butler's Tory rangers, 
who demanded of Wolf to open the 
door, that they wanted the three 
rebels which were in the houfe, or 
elfe they would fet the houfe on fire ; 
upon which the Lieutenant and my- 
felf took to the loft, but finding it dif- 
£cult to remain there, we refolved to 
come down and Surrender, which 
being done, they difarmed us all, and 
then tied the Lieutenant, and took 
him along; they had bound me 
alfo, but laid if I would take the 
oath, they would let me go, which I 
not being inclined to do, they took 
% hatchet, and were preparing to 
kill me ; I then found myfelf obliged 
to make a promife never to take up 
arms. They alfo faid that they had 
watched for us three or four days ; 
they had alfo been at Haas Winne's 
houfe, and took the arms from him; 
They have alfo been at Jeremiah Sny- 
der's, but he not being at home, they 
quitted the houfe, and told Winne, 
that if Snyder had been at home, they 
Would have taken him only a hun- 
dred yards from the houfe, and there 
have taken his crown. You may 
cafily think what fnuation we were in« 
I am, your humble fervant, 
Christian Will. 
A written paper was left by the 
.party containing the following words, 
>i*. 



This is id be left at Johanute* 
S N y D £ a *S , Colonel *t Kingfton . 

May 3, 1779', 
My compliments to Colonel Snyder, 
Sir, 
I will inform you that I am well, I 
wifh you well, 1 would let you know 
that I have not forgot you, 1 would 
defire of you that you would keep t 
your fcoucs home, fo as not diflrefs 
the inhabitants, or elfe you may ex* 
peel a heavy hand of the Britifh for- 
ces, that they have robbed the bread 
of the fatherlefs children, which beg- 
ged to the Britons for a piece. I did 
not come out to difturb one of your 
inhabitants, which you have rifled of 
the forces what you could for to drive 
at me, which you may expect that 
fome of your inhabitants will be rifled 
with a heavy hand. Sir, 1 defire z 
mefs friend to lay down his commif- 
fion, Jeremiah Snyder has been the 
worft of them all ; he may expect that 
we will have him dead or alive.*' 

Lieutenant Poft, of Col« nel But- 
ler** rangers, is taken by this party. 

Trenton, May 5. 
On the 26th ult. the enemy in 
two divifions landed in the county of 
Monmouth, one party at Shoal Har- 
bour, which marched to Middleton, 
and got into the village at day- 
break,; the other went in fiat-bot- 
tomed boats into Shrewfbury river, 
landed at Ked Bank, and then pro- 
ceeded to Trenton-Falls. Colonel 
Ford, with the Continental troops, 
retired to CoIts*Neck. Near the 
middle of the day, the party which 
had landed at Shrewibury, crofled the t 
river, and went to Middletown, 
where both the divifions formed a 
junction. They fent their boats round ' 
to the bay fhore, near one Harben's 
plantation, where they had thirteen 
floops ready to take them off. At 
eight o'clock, Captain Burrows, who 
had muttered 12 men, gave them to 
understand that they were furrounded 
by the militia; they continued in the 
village till 3 o'clock, when they be* 
gan their retreat, Captain Burrow* 

was 
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was then joined by 3 more me*n, and 
kepfupaeonftant>£reupon them for 
two miles, when Col. Holmes of the 
militia, with about 60 of his men, re- 
inforced Captain Burrows, and then 
the enemy Vretreat was precipitate ; 
they were drove on board at fun-fet* 
and immediately fet fail for New- 
York.. The numbers were about 
eight hundred, commanded by Colo- 
nel Hyde.- — We had but twoflightly 
wounded. The enemy left three 
dead behind them, their wounded 
they carried off, as their rear-guard 
made a ftand at every hill, houfe, 
and barn in their rout. One of our> 
inhabitants fay 15 wounded were 
carried on board. In their progrefs, 
or rather flight, they plundered the 
inhabitants, burnt feveral houfes and 
tarns. Had they landed in the day, 
or flayed till our militia could be 
collected to half their number (which 
we always reckon fufficient to drub 
them) they would doubtle'fs have re- 
pented their inyafion. But ever 
choofing, like their brother thieves, 
the hours of darknefs to perpetrate 
the works of darknefs, they gene- 
rally land in the night, arid before 
the militia can be collected, flee to 
their veflels with precipitation, match- 
ing up in their flight what plunder 
they can, and then 'blase away in 
their lying Gaaettes, one of thefe 
fheep Sealing nocturnal robberies, 
into oneof the Duke of Marlborough's 
Victories in Flanders. 

On Saturday the 17th inftant, two 
ef the militia of Bergen county, who 
Sh conjunction with fevcral others* 
hkd been out as a reconnoitring par- 
ty, fufpecting from the conduct of a 
toy they faw running in great bafte 
towards a houfe cm the bank, of Hud- 
son's river, about a mile above 
Wiehawk, that fome of the infamous 
fjpang of robbers that have for fome 
time infefled this country, and t-fce 
fieighbouring parts of the State of 
iNew-York, were concealed there, 
Advanced as faft as poflible to the 
houfe ; one of thezH entered imme- 



diately, and discovered five 6t fix id 
the houfe, feveralof whom had arris^ 
and with admirable prefence of mind^ 
calling aloud to his companion, as if 
a large party accompanied him, dif- 
charg^id hisrhtifke't, and killed the 
chief bf the garig on the fpot. Re- 
tiring to load his piece, the reft of 
the villains took to their heels, but 
were fired upon by him and his com- 
panions, by which one of theft was 
fuppofed to be wounded. 

Urt Sunday night the 28th ult. ~i 
party of about 30 men^ belonging to 
Lieutenant r Colonel Van Bufkirk's 
corps ofTories and embodied refugees, 
Rationed at Hoebuck in the county 
of Bergen, who came out as far as 
Clofler, for the purpofe of ftealing 
horfes, and of robbing the inhabi- 
tants, were attacked and put to flight 
by nine of the miiitia, commanded by 
Lieutenant J. Huyler, leaving their 
plunder behind them, and one of 
their officers, the noted Peter Myer, 
Enfign in Captain David Peak's com- 
pany, dead oa the field,* Another of 
their officers was wounded in the 
arms, and the famous Weart Ban u # 
fo notorioufly known, was fhot thro' 
the knee j and, it is fuppofed, will be 
difebled from kidnapping and pjun* 
dering the loyal fubjects of this State 
in future. 

Orr the izth inftant, a detach- 
ment of the enemy, confifting of about 
60 men, belonging toBa&irk's corps, 
commanded by Captain Van Allen, 
by taking a circuitous rout, furpxifed 
one of our guards pofted at Xtittie 
Ferry, near New Barbadoes in Ber- 
gen county. Jtconfifledof twonon- 
coitimiraoned officers and ten private* 
of the Carolina brigade, and one of 
our militia ; two of the former efcnp*. 
ed, the others were made pufeveray * 
and carried into New- York. X 

The price of wheat, from the pat- 
ient profpect of very fine crops the 
enftringfeafon^has ftfHejt it dollapr 
per bufhej ; .and we have no doubt 
this circamilance will -Operate forcibly 
wkk refpect to impwuniotu froi 

abroad* 
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abroad, as the French, Dutch, and 
other nations, will be more readily 
induced to come to our markets, 
when they find the produce of our 
country falling fo confiderabiy* 
Nt*w-London> May 13. 

Laft Tuefday was feht into port 
by the Hancock and Beavor priva- 
teers, the letter of marque brig Bel- 
lona (one of the noted Goodrich's 
fleet) mounting 12 guns, but has 
ports for 16. She was from Bermu- 
da, bound to New-York, laden with 
Weft-India goods, and was taken off 
Sandy-Hook* 

Sunday laft, the privateer {loop 
Eagle, Captain Edward Conkling, 
then cruizing off Point-Judith, took 
fix fail of veflels, chiefly fmall, ex- 
cept one of them, which was loaded 
with Weft India goods. — The man- 
ning fo many vefTels, reduced the 
crew on boar d the privateer to 1 c , 
whilft the number of prifoners on 
board were 16; who taking advan- 
tage of this circumftance in their fa- 
vour/ fell upon, and murdered the 
whole of the floop'screw, except two 
boys ; many of them were mangled 
in a mod favage manner after they 
had furrendered* They then retook 
one of the vefTels ; but it was again 
taken by the Hancock and Beavor 
privateers, and fentinto Stonington, 
where the fix prizes have arrived* 
The Eagle was carried into Newport* 

In Congrtft* March 3 1, 1779* 

On a motion by Mr. Drayton, fe- 
conded by Mr. M. Smith, Congrefs 
came to the following refolution : 

Whereas it is efTential to the intereft 
and fecurity of every free State, that 
the conduct of the public fervants 
fhould be known to their conftitu- 
ents, 

Refolved, That from the firft day 
of January laft, the journals of this 
Houfe, except fuch parts as have, or 
ffeall be ordered to be kept fecret, be 
printed immediately; and for the fu- 
ture, the journal, except as above, be 

Vot. VIII. 
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printed tfeejely,* and* fent to the exe- 
cutive powers of the feveral ftates, to 
be by them laid before their refpeftivtf 
legiflatures ; and that a printer be 
engaged to print for Congrefs ; and 
alio a printer or printers be employed 
to bring up the journals froin the! 
time of their prefent publication to 
the faid firft of January. 

April 3. The Board of War, td 
whom was referred an extract of a let- 
ter from Major-General Schuyler td 
Mr. Duane, refpecting commiflions 
for the Chiefs of the Oneidas and 
Tufcaroras, brought in a report^ 
which was taken into confideration j 
whereupon 

Refolved, That twelve blank com* 
millions be tranfmitted (o the Com* 
miffioners of Indian affairs for the 
Northern department, and that they 
or any two of them be empowered to 
fill them up with the names of faith- 
ful chiefs of the Oneidas and Tufca- 
roras, giving them fuch ranks as the 
faid Commiffioners (hall judge they 
merit ; the names and ranks to be by 
the Commiffioners reported to the 
Board of War. 

April 5. On motion by Mr* F* 
Lee, feconded by Mr. Dyer, 

Refolved, That Baron Stuben, In* 
fpector- General, be informed by the ■ 
Prefident, that Congrefs entertain a 
high fenfe of his merit displayed in a 
variety of in (lances, but especially in 
the fyftem of military order and dis- 
cipline formed and prefented by him 
to Congrefs. 

April 8. The Committee, to whom 
was referred the letter of the 10th of 
February from Major-General Lin* 
coin, brought in a report : 

Refolved, That until a cartel for a 
general exchange is eftablifhed be- 
tween the Commanders in Chief of 
the forces of the United States and 
Great Britain, in order to relieve as 
much as poffible the difficulties pref- 
fing upon the prifoners taken during 
the operations of the forces under the 
command of General Lincoln, and 

S the 
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tne Brltifh forces who had invaded 
Georgia, the commanding officer of 
the fouthern army for the time being, 
be authorifed to exchange the fame to 
the extent of their relative numbers, 
on the terms propofed by Major 
Plnckney to Lieutenant-Colonel Pro- 
voft on the firft day of February laft, 
as far as the fame will apply to the 
faid prifoners. 

That the faid commanding officer 
for the time being, be authorifed to 
difpenfe with* the faid terms where 
he malljudge that humanity or very 
preffirig expediency may require it, 
and it fhall not contravene general 
utility. 

That efre&ua] provifion be made 
by a* Commiflary of prifoners for fup- 
plying fuch of our people as remain 
unexchanged. 

That a deputy CommifTary of pri- 
foners be appointed for the fouthern 
army by the commanding officer 
thereof. 

April 9. Refolved, That a warrant 
Iflueon the Treafurw in favour of the 
Honourable the Supreme Executive 
Council of the State of Pennfylvania, 
on the application of the Legiflature 
of the faid State, for 2,000,000 of 
dollars, for which the faid State is to 
be accountable, with intereft at fix 
per cent, per annum. 

April 11. Congrefs took into con- 
fideration a report from the Commit- 
tee on the Treafury of the 5th, and 
thereupon 

Refolved, That the three Com- 
•iniffioners for deitroying bills of cre<- 
<lit to be taken out of circulation by 
jorder of Congrefs, be allowed on 
*very hundred dollars fo deftroyed, 
two ninetieth parts of a dollar, to be 
equally divided between them. 

The following gentlemen are no- 
minated as proper perfons to be ap- 
pointed Commiffioners for deftroyjng 
the bills to be taken out of circula- 
tion, viz. 

Andrew^ Doz, by Mr. Paca, 

John'Shee, by Mr, Atlec, 

Hugh Montgomery, by Mr, Wither- 
ipoon. 



Congrefs by general confent pro- 
ceeded to an election ; and the ballot 
being taken, 

Andrew Doz, John , Shee, and 
Hugh' Montgomery were elecled. 

Refolved, That the Loan Office 
certificates which may iffue for prize* 
of the third clafs of the Lottery of 
the United States, mall bear an inte- 
reft of fix percent, per annum, any 
refolution to the contrary notwith- 
ftanding, 

April 13. The Committee ap- 
pointed to confided what farther mea- 
sures are neceflary for the defence of 
South Carolina and Georgia report: 

"' That the fubjedb of the Moft 
Chriftian Kingrefiding in South Ca- 
rolina have offered 'to form a corps of 
volunteers for the defence of the faid 
State, to be commanded by officers 
of their own nation ; that the faid 
offer is approved by the Minifler of 
France, and that the Marquis of 
Britigny requefts to be appointed to 
the command." Whereupon 

Refolved, That Congrefs have a 
high fenfe of the offer made by the 
fubjecls of his Mofl Chriftian Majefty, 
refidingin South Carolina, to incor- 
porate themfelves for the defence of 
the faid ftate, and that the fame be 
accepted. 

Refolved,, That the Marquis cf 
Britigny, who, from his generous fa- 
crifices, from his great fuffe rings, and 
from his military abilities, is iniitled 
to the regard of the United States, 
appears irom his military talents, 
rank, and abilities, to be a proper 
perfon to command the faid Corps, 
and that he be accordingly reconv. 
mended to the Governor of South 
Carolina. 

April 14. It being reprefented to 
Congrefs, that the General Aflembly 
of the State of Maffachufetts Bay 
have authorifed arid directed the 
Board of War of the {aid State to 
purchafe rlour and grain for the ufe 
of the inhabitants thereof, who are 
greatly diflreued by the want of 
bread; 

Refolved, 
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, Refolved, fc T^af it be and hereby 
is recommended to the Executive 
Power of the States of Virginia, Ma- 
ryland, Delaware, Pennfylvania, New 
Jerfey, and New-York, to permit the 
exportation of fuch flour and grain 
aS has been or may be purchafed 
within the faid ftates. refpe&ively, 
under thedireclion of the faid Board 
of War, if authorifed as aforefaid. 

April i j. Congrefs refumed the 
confideration of the report of the 
Committee appointed to take into 
confideration the foreign affairs of 
thefe United States, and alfo the con- 
duct of the late and prefent Com- 
miffioners of thefe States, wherein 
the Committee report, 
' ift, That it appears to them that 
Doctor Franklin is Plenipotentiary 
for thefe States at «the Court of 
France, Doctor A. Lee Commiflioner 
forthe Court of Spain, Mr. William 
Lee Commiflioner for the Courts of 
Vienna and Berlin, and Mr. R. 
Hard Commiflioner for the Court of 
Tufcany; that Mr. J. Adams was 
appointed one of the Commiflioners 
of the Court of France in the place of 
Mr. Deane, who had been appointed 
a joint Commiflioner with Doctor 
Franklin and Doftor A. Lee, but 
that the faid commiflion of Mr. A- 
dams is fuperfeded by the Plenipo- 
tentiary commiflion to Doctor Frank- 
Jin. 

«d ? That it is the opinion of the 
Committee, that Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiary for thefe States, are only ne- 
ceflary for the prefent at the Courts 
of Verfailles and Madrid. 

3d, That ii> the courfe of their 
examination and enquiry, they find 
many complaints againft the faid £om P 
miflioners and the political and com~ 
mercial agency of Mr t Deane, which 
Complaints, with the evidence in fup- 
port thereof, are herewith delivered^ 
and to which the , Committee beg 
leave to refer. 

4th, That fufpicions and animo- 
fides have arifen among the faid Com- 
piiflioners, which may be highly pre- 



judicial to the honour and intereft of 
there United States. 

5th, That the appointments of the 
faid Com miflioners be vacated, and 
that new appointments be made. 

6th, That there be but one Pleni- 
potentiary Minifter or Commiflioner 
for thefe United States at a foreign. 
Court. 

7th, That no Plenipotentiary Mi* 
nifler or Commiflioner for thefe 
United States, while he acts as fuch, 
fhall exercife any otherpublic office. 

8th, That no perfon be appointed 
^Plenipotentiary Minifler or Com mi f- 
fioner for thefe United States, who is 
not a citizen thereof, and who has not 
a fixed and permanent intereit there- 
in. 

9th, That fit and proper perfons 
be appointed to fettle and adjuft Mr. 
Deane's public accounts, and the pub- 
lic accounts of all other perfons who* 
have transacted the commercial affairs 
of thefe States in France. 

ioth, That each of the Plenipo- 
tentiaries, Minifters and Commit 
fioners, who now is, or has been, or 
may be, appointed, be allowed at the 
rate of 
per annum. 

The Houfe having on the former 
days, when the report was under de- 
bate, agreed to the firft and fecond 
articles thereof, and having alfo read 
the third article and the papers there- 
in referred to, a motion was this day- 
made by Mr, G. Morris, and fe- 
conded by Mr. Drayton, 

'* That the Members of this Houfe^ 
who may have any papers or evidence 
in their pofleflion relative to the faid 
report, do lay the fame upon the 
table." 

On the queflion put, 

Refojvedin the affirmative. 

Congrefs proceeded to confider the 
fourth article in the report, when a 
motion was made by Mr. Smith, and 
feconded by Mr. Carmichael, to 
flrike out the words, '* which may 
be." 

After debate thereon, 

S I Adjourned 
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Adjourned till ten o'clock to- 
morrow 

April 17. The Delegates of South 
Carolina, to whom was referred the 
letter of the 7th of March from Ma- 
jor General Lincoln, brought in a 
report, which was taken into con- 
fideratidri, and thereupon Congrefs 
came to the following refolutioh : 

' Whereas it appears from the re- 
port of the Committee appointed to 
confer with Major Mead, Aid de 
Camp to Major General Lincoln, 
Commanding Officer in the Southern 
Department, that he is in fuch an 
ill ftate of health, as that his con- 
tinuing longer in that warm climate 
may endanger his life ; 

Refolved, That the faid Major 
General Lincoln be permitted to re- 
tire from the command of the fouth- 
ern army, and join the army under 
General Wafhington,. that the pub- 
lic may avail itfelf of his fervices in 
E climate more fuitable to his confti- 
tution, when his health wi,ll admit 
of it. 



7i tht inhabitant* of the United 
Spates of America. 
Friends and Countryman, 
The prefent fituation of public 
affairs demands your moil ferious at- 
tention, and particularly the great 
and encreafing depreciation of your 
currency requires the immediate, 
ilrenuous, and united efforts of all 



For dlfraying'the expences of this 
uncommon war r your Repreff ntatives 
in Congrefs were obliged to emit 
paper money ; an expedient that you 
knew to have been before generally 
and fuccefifully praftifed on this 
Continent. 

They were very fenfible of the in* 
conveniences with which too frequent 
emiflions would be attended, and en* 
deavoured to avoid them. • For this 
purpofe they eftablifhei Loan-offices 
fo early as in Ottober, 1776, and 
have from that time to this repeatedly 
and earneftly folicited you to lend 
them money on the faith of the 
United States. The Aims received 
on loan have nevertheleft proved in- 
adequate to the public exigencirs. 
Our enemies profecuting the war by 
fea and land with implacable fury, 
and with fome fuccefs, taxation at 
home, and borrowing abroad, in the 
mldftof difficulties and dangers, were 
alike impracticable. Hence the con- 
tinued neceflity of new emiffions. 

But to this caufe alone we do not 
impute the evil before mentioned. 
We have too much reafon to believe 
it has been in part owing to the ar- 
tifice of men who have haftened to 
enrich themfelves by monopolizing 
the, riecefTaries of life, and to- the 
mifcondudl of inferior officers em- 
ployed in the public fervice. 

The variety and importance of 
the bufinefs entrufted to your Dele- 
gates, and their conftant attendance 



true friendi to their country, for pre 

venting an extenfion of the mifchiefs in Congrefs, neceflarily difables them 

that have already flowed from that from inveftigating diforders of this 



fource, 

America, without arms, ammu- 
nition, difcipfine,, revenue, govern^ 
ment, or ally, ali^ol^ totally ftript of 
commerce, and in the weakness of 
youth, as it were with a f* ilaifaqd 
a fling" onjy, dared, V in the.napie. 
of the Lord of Hofts," to engage a 
'gigantic adverfary, prepared at all 
points, boafting ofhis ftrengrh, and 
of whom even mighty warriors 
* € were greatly afraid." 



kind. Juftly apprehenfive of them, 
they, by their feveral refblutions of 
the 22d of fTovember, and 20th of 
December, 1777, and of the 3d and 
9th of February, 177S, recommend- 
ed tp the Legislative, and Executive 
powers of thefe States a due attention 
to thefe igtereftjng affairs. How far 
tjiofe recommendations have been 
complied with, we will not under? 
take to determine ; but we hold our T 
felyes bound in duty to declare, that 

we 
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we are convinced there Kas been as 
zhuch diligence ufed in detecting and 
reforming abufes, as there has been 
in committing or complaining of 
them.. 

With regard to monopolizers, it 
is our opinion, that taxes judkioufly 
laid Oh fuch articles as become the 
objects of engroiTers, and thofe fre- 
quently collected, would operate 
againft the pernicious tendency of 
Inch practices. 

As to inferior officers employed in 
the public fervice, we anxioufly de- 
fire to call your moft vigilant atten- 
tion to tbeir conduct with refpect to 
every fpecies of roifbehaviour, whe- 
ther proceeding from ignorance, neg- 
ligence, or fraud, and to the making 
of laws for inflicting exemplary pu- 
nifhm.ents on all offenders of this 
Jfind. 

We are forry to hear that" fome 
perfons are fo flightly informed of 
their own Jnterefb, as to fuppofe 
that it is advantageous to them to 
fell the produce of their farms at 
enormous prices, when a little re* 
flection might convince them that if 
is injurious to thofe interefts, and 
the general welfare. If they expect 
thereby to purchafe imported goods 
cheaper, they will be egregioufly 
difappointed ; for the merchants, 
who know they cannot obtain re- 
turns in gold, filver, Or bills of ex- 
change, but that their vefTels, if 
loaded here at all, mull be loaded 
with produce, will raife the price of 
what they have to fell in proportion 
Jto r,he price of what they have to buy, 
and confequently the landholder can 
purchafe no more foreign goods for 
the fame quantity of his produce 
than he could before. 

The evil, however, does not flop 
at this point. The landholder, by 
a cling on this miftakea calculation, 
is only labouring to accumulate an 
immenfe debt, by encreafing the pub- 
lic expences, for the payment of 
which his eitate is engaged, and to 



embarrafs every meaftte adopted for 
vindicating his liberty* and iecuring 
his profperity. 

As the harvefts of this year, which, 
by the Divine Goodnefr promife t* 
be plentiful, will foon be gathered, 
and fome ' new meafures relating to 
your foreign concerns, with fome ar- 
rangements relating to your domeftic, 
are now under confideration, front 
which beneficial effects are expected, 
we entertain hopes that your affairi 
^will acquire a much greater degree 
of regularity and energy than w* 
have hitherto had. 

But we mould be highly crimi- 
nal, if we did not plainly tell yon, 
that thofe hopes are not founded 
wholly upon our own proceedings. 
Thefe .mult be fupportod by your 
virtue, your wifdom, and your dilt* 
eence. From the advantage of thofe 
feats in the national council, with 
which you have honoured ttSj we 
have a pleafmg profpect of many 
bleifings approaching this our native 
land. It is your patriotifm moft in- 
troduce and fix them here. 

In vain will it be for your Dele- 
gates to form plans of ceconomy ; to 
itrive to flop a continuation of emif* 
fions by taxation or loan/ if you do 
not zealoufly co-operate with them 
in promoting their defigns, and ufe 
your utmoft induftry to prevent the 
wafte of money in the expenditure, 
which your respective fituations in 
the feveral places where it is ex- 
pended, may enable you to do. A 
difcharge of this duty, and a com- 
pliance with recommendations for 
fupplying money, might enable . 
Congrefs to give fpeedy aiTurances to 
the public, that no more cmifljons 
mall take place, and thereby clofe . 
that fource of depreciation. 

Your governments being now efta- 
bHfhed, and yoar ability to contend 
with' your invaders afcertained, we 
have on the moil mature deliberation 
judged it indifpenfrbly neceflary to 
catfon you for forty-fiVe millions. of ; 

dollars. 
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^c31Xr»f :fn *$Ution t to the fifteen 
millions tqquu^d by a refolution of 
(Tongrefs of the 2d of January laft, 
to be paidiptdtheContittental Trea- 
sury before the firft.dayof January 
jiex<» in the fame proportion, as to 
t^e quotas of the.feveral States, with 
that for the faid fifteen millions. 

It, appeared proper to us to fix the 
iirft day of next January for the pay- 
ment of the whole ; but as it is pro- 
vable that States, if not all, will 
raife part of the fums by inftalments, 
or otherwife before jhat time, we. re- 
commend in the .flrongeft manner 
the paying as much as can be col- 
lected, as foon as pofiible, into the, 
Continental Treafury. 

Though it is manifefl that mode- 
rate taxation in times of peace will 
recover the credit of your currency, 
yet the encowagement which your, 
e'neraies derjve from its depreciation, 
and the prefent exigencies 4emand 
great ; and fpeedy exertions. 

We are perfuaded you will ufe all, 
poffifcle caxe.tQ.make the promotion 
of the general welfare interfere as 
little ~a$ may be - with the eafe and 
comfort of individuals; but though 
the raifing thefe fums mould pre fs 
heavily on forae of our conftituents, 
yet the obligations we feel to your 
\enerable Clergy, the truly helplefs 
widows and. orphans, your moll gal- 
lant, generous, meritorious officers 
and .foldiers, the public faith and 
the commonweal, fo irrefiflibly urge 
us to attempt the appreciation of 
your currency, that we cannot with- 
hold ojjedience to, ;hofe authoritative 
ftmfations. t 

On this fubject we will only add, 
that as the rules of juflice are moil 
pjcafing to our ingnitely good and 
gracious Creator;, and an, adherence 
to them moJl likely to obtain his 
favour, fo they will ever be round 
to be jthe befi ahd ; fafe£ maxims/qf 
human policy. ' , ' 

To-our conftituents we f fubmit the 
propriety, and purity of pur ihtea- 



tions, well- knowing they will not 
forget, that we lay no burthens upon 
them;, but thofe in which we parti- 
cipate with them— a happy fympa- 
thy, that pervades focieties formed 
on the bafiS of equal liberty. Many 
cares, many, labours, and may we 
not add, reproaches — are peculiar to 
us. Thefe are the emoluments of 
our unfolicited ftations ; and with 
thefe we are content, if you approve 
our Conduct. If you do not, we 
fhall return to our private condition 
with no other regret, than that which 
will arife from, our not having ferved 
you as acceptably and eflentially^as 
we ivifhed and firove to do, though 
as cheirfully and faithfully as we 
could/ 

Think not we defpair of -the Com- 
monwealth, or endeavour to {brink 
from oppofing difficulties. No, your 
cauie is too. good, your objects too 
facred, to be reljnquimed. We tell 
you truths, becaufe you are freemen 
who can bear to hear them and may 
profit by them ; and when they reach 
your enemies, we fear not the con- 
sequences, becaufe we are not igno- 
norant of their refources or our own. 
Let your good fenfe decide upon the 
comparifon. Let even their preju- 
diced underftandings decide upon it, 
and you need not be apprehenfive of 
the determination. 

Whatever fuppofed advantages 
from plans of rapine, projects of 
blood, or dreams ( of domination, 
may heretofore have amufcd their 
inflamed fancies, the conduct of one 
Monarch, the friend and protector 
of the rights of mankind, has turned 
die fcale fo much againil them, that 
their vifionary fchemes vanilh as the 
unwhoiefome vapours of night befpre 
the healthful influence of the fun. 

An alliance has been formed be- 
tween his Moll Chriflian Majefty 
arjd thefe State's, on the bafis of the 
moll perfect equality, for the direct 
end of . maintaining effectually their 
liberty, lbvereignty and indepen- 
dence, 
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deiice, . abfo^ute and unlimited, as 
well in matters of government as of 
commerce. The conduct of our 
good and great ally towards us in 
this inftance and others, has fo fully 
manifefted his fincerity and kindnefs, 
as to excite on our part correfpon- 
dent 'fentiments of confidence and 
affection . 

Observing the interefts of his king- 
dom, to which duty and inclination 
prompted his attention, to be con- 
nected with thofe of America, and 
the combination of both clearly t6 
coincide with the beneficient defigns 
of theAuthor of Nature, who un- 
queftionably intended men to par- 
take of certain rights and portions of 
happinefs, his Majefty perceived the 
attainment of thefe views to be 
founded on the fingle prbpofition of 
a reparation between America and 
Great Britain. v 

The refentment and confufion of 
your enemies will point out to you 
the ideas you mould entertain of the 
magnanimity and confummate wif- 
dom of his Moft Ohriftian Majefty 
on this occafion. 

They perceive, that feleeling this 
grand and juft idea from all thofe 
fpecious ones that migTit have con- 
fufed or milled inferior judgment or 
virtue, and fatisfied with the advan- 
tages which muft refult from that 
event alone, he has cemented the 
harmony between himfelf and thefe 
States,, not only by eftablifhing a 
reciprocity of benefits, but by eradi- 
cating every caufe of jealoufy and 
fufpicion. They alfo perceive with 
fimilar emotions, that the modera- 
tion of our ally, in- not defiring an 
acquifition of dominion on this Con- 
tinent, or an exchifion of other na- 
tions from a fhare of its commercial 
advantages, fo ufeful to them, has 
given no alarm to thofe nations, but, 
in fact, has interefted* them in the 
accomplifhment of his generous un- 
dertaking to diflblve the monopoly 
thereof by Great Britain, whick has 



already contributed ' to'eTtfVate her to- 
ner prefent power and haughtinefs; 
and threatened, if continued, t« raife 
both to a height infupportable to 
the reft of Europe. ' 

In fhort, their own beft*informed 
6tatefmen and writers confefs, that 
your caufe is exceedingly favoured 
by courts and people in that quarter 
of the world, whUe that of your ad-. 
Verfaries is equally reprobated; and 
from thence draw ominous and well- 
grounded conclufions, that the final 
event muft prove unfortunate to the 
latter. Indeed, we have the bejl rea- 
fon to believe that we fha!l foon form 
other alliances, and on principles 
honourable and beneficial to thefe 
States. 

Infatuated as your enemies have 
been from the beginning of this con- 
teft, do you imagine they can now 
flatter themfelves with a hope of con- 
quering you, Unlefs you are falfe to 
yourfelves ? • . 

* -When unprepared, un^ifciplined, 
and unfupported, you oppofetf their 
fleets and armies in full conjoined 
forte, then, if at any time, was con- 
queft to be apprehended. Vet what 
progrefs towards it have their violent 
and inceffant efforts made/ Judije 
from their own conduct. Having 
devoted you to bondage, and after 
vainly wafting their blood and treo* 
fure in the dilbonourable enterprise; 
they deigned at length to offer terms 
of accommodation with refpectful ad- 
drefles to that once defpifed body the 
Congrefs, whofe humble fupplica* 
rions only tor peace, liberty, and 
fifety, they had con tern ptupu fly re» 
jeded, under pretence of its being" 
an unconftitutiorial aflembly : nay 
more- ; defirous of feducing. you into 
a deviation from the paths of reclip 
tude, from which th«^ had fo far 
and fo rafh-ry wandered, they made 
moft fpecious offers to iempt yot* 
into a violation of your fairh given 
to your illuftrious ally. Their arts 
were as unavailing as their arms, 
—Foiled 
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^F«|e4i$a1fl,;an4flungwtth rage, 
embittered by envy, they had nq 
alternative, but tp renounce the in- 
glorious and ruinous controverfy, or 
to refume their formar modes of per- 
secuting it, They chofe the latter* 
Again, the fayages are ftimulated to 
iorrid maffacres of women and chil- 
dren, and domefiics to the murder of 
their mailers. Again, our brave and 
on happy brethren are doomed to mife-r * 
rable deaths in gaols and prifon-fhips^ 
To complete the fanguinary fyftem, 
all the " Extremities of war" are 
by authority denounced againft you. 

Pioufly endeavour to derive this 
confolation from their remorfelefs 
fury, that" the Father of Mer^ea" 
looks, down with difapprobation on 
fuch audacious defiances of his holy 
laws ; and be further comforted with 
recollecting, that the arms afjumed 
by you in your righteous caufe have 
not been fullied by any unjuftifiable 
Severities. 

Your enemies defpairing, however, 
as it feems, of the fuccefs of their 
united forces againft our main army,, 
have divided them, as if their defign 
+/n$ to harrafs you by predaratory, 
deiultory operations. If you are 
afliduous in improving opportunities, 
Saratoga may not be the only fpot 
on this continent to give a new de- 
nomination to the baffled troops of a, 
nation impioufly priding herfclf in 
notions of her omnipotence. 

Rouze yourfelvcs, therefore, that 
this campaign may flnifh the great 
work you have fo nobly carried on 
for feveral years paiL What nation 
ever engaged in fuch a conteft, under 
&ch a complication of difadvan- 
tages, £o foon furmounted many of 
them, and in fo ftxort a period of 
time had fo certain a profpeft of a 
fpeedy and happy conclufion. We 
will venture to pronounce, that fo re- 
«narkable an inftance exifts not in the 
annals of mankind. Wc well re- 
xnembfr what you faid at the com* 
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mencen^ent of this war. You law 
the immenie difference between your 
circumftances and thofe of your ene- 
piies, and you knew the quarrel ipuft 
decide on no lefs than your lives, 
liberties, and eftates. All thefe you 
greatly put to every hazard, refolving 
rather to die freemen than to live 
flaves; and juftice will oblige the 
impartial world to confefs you have 
uniformly acted on the fame gene- 
rous principle. Confider how much 
you have done, and how compara- 
tively little remains to be done to 
crown you with fuccefs. Perfevere r 
a^id you enfure peace, freedom, fafety, 
glory, fovereignty, and felicity to 
yourfelves, your children, and your 
childrens children. 

Encouraged by favours already re- 
ceived from Infinite Goodnefs, grate- 
fully acknowledging them, earueftly 
imploring their continuance, con^ 
-ftantly endeavouring to draw tfeem 
down on your heads by an amend- 
ment of your lives, and a confor- 
mity to the Divine will, humbly 
confiding in the protection fo often 
and wonderfully experienced, vigo- 
roufly employ the -means placed by 
Providence in your hands, for corn- 
pleating your labours. 

Fill up your battalions — be pre- 
pared in every part to repel the iu- 
curfions of your enemies — place your 
feveral quotas in* the Continental 
Treafury — lend money for public ufes 
— fink the emiffions of your refpec- 
tive ftates — provide effectually for ex- 
pediting the conveyance of fup'plies 
for your armies and fleets, and for 
your allies — prevent the produce of 
t.he country from being monopolized 
— effectually fuperintend the beha- 
viour, of public officers — diligently 
promote piety, virtue, brotherly 
love, learning, frugality, modera- 
tion—and may you be approved be- 
fore Almighty God, worthy of thafe 
bleffings we devoutly wifh you to 
*njoy, 

Don* 
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Dflne\ in Congers by unanimous 
Confent, this 26th day of May, one 
thoufand fcvcn hundred and feventy- 
nine, 

John Tat, Prefident. 
Atteih Charles Thomson, Sec* 

«J*M^^ fciaim i 

For the RXMEMBRANCfil. 

f« /^ PUBLIC. 

As all appeals and narratives offer- 
ed to the public, relative to things 
merely of a private nature, generally 
appear in their recitals ratner tedfoasr 
and unimportant, had the fubject 
In dilute only affcdcd individuals 
in their dameftic, capacities, the wri- 
ter of this would sot have taken a pen 
in hand, to have in veiligated the mat- 
ter. But it is humbly apprehended; 
that the point in qneltion is looked 
upon as of confequence enough to 
claim fome degree of attention. Sin* 
cerely forry is the fubfcriber, that it 
is fallen to the lot of fo infignificant a 
pcrfon as herfelf, to develope the af- 
fair in debate 1 but, in order to avoid 
any ambiguity of expreffions, fhe 
means now to drop writing in the 
third perfou, and fpeak plainly in her 
qwn character. 

Much has it been canvafTed of late, 
I underftand, in this State, whether 
Governor John&one ever had any con- 
verfation with a lady about politics in 
general, and General Reed in parti- 
cular: much has it been doubted by 
fome, whether a lady ever had^any 
converfation with General Reed, as 
related in Towne's Evening Poft in 
July: and much has it beendifputed 
who the lady was, and if there really 
was fuch a perfen ; all thefe doubts 
have been iuggefted and enforced, 
according to the political fentiments 
of the perfons who hinted them, as 
the inclination too often gives a bias 
to the judgment. 

The many parties, which it is but 
too notorious and melancholy a 
truth, prevail at this time in the 
city, render it neceffary for the 
fubferiber mo(l ferioufly to declare, 

Vol, Vlll. 



that me is not influenced or dire^ed 
by any perfbn or perfons in office, 
or rejecting to be in office* in the Free 
and Independent States of America, 
or in the kingdom of Great Britain. 
And this prefent account now hum- 
bly prefented to the public, has never 
one line of it been feen by, or read 
to, jUiy individual of either fex. 
Had it been fubmitxed to the Derufal 
of two or three judicious friends who 
honour her with their countenance, it 
doubtless would not have appeared fo 
deftitute of every ornament of ftyle 
and polifh of the pen, as it does at 
prefent: but as it was meant as a 
plain detail of fa&s, (he chofe rather 
to wave all thefe little embellifh- 
menu, as to the manner, in order 
to have it in her power, confident with 
truth, to make the above declaration. 

At the houfe of a very particular 
friend of mine, Mr. Charles S'ted- 
xnan, happened to be the place for 
governor Johnftone'srefidenceduring 
his ftay in this city. I was in it the 
greateft part of the time the Comralf- 
, Eoners were here* I came to town t« 
take leave of my hufband, in confe- 
quence of a pais granted me by the 
Commander in Chief of our army* 

Three times I was in company with 
Governor Johnftone ; he cxprefled 
great defire to have been admitted to 
have paired the lines, or that his Se- 
cretary ihould have had fome inter- 
courfe of a liberal kind (as he termed 
it) with people in power. I own 
that I did at that time look on Go- 
vernor Johnftone as a friend to Ame- 
rica, who wiihed fome perfon would 
Hep forth and aft a mediatorial part, 
and fuggeft fome thing to flop the. 
effufion of blood which was like to 
enfue if the war was carried on in its 
full vigour. The two former times 
of the three that I talked with Go- 
vernor Johnftone, the converfation 
was fo general, and the declaration fc* 
warm in favour of the interefts of 
America, that I regarded him as an) 
eftimable character, and moil fin- 

T cerely 
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(ierelv wiftW ^he could have had a 
free lntereourfe'with fome of the fen- 
fible \^higs without the lines : but 
from firft to tall of thefe converfations 
I uniformly told him "that I thought 
he cherilhed a delufive idea, namely, 
that the Congrefs kept the true fenfe 
of the people from the public, and 
that if that was fairly to be come at, 
Independence would lofe ground, 

I am fure I can fay, fpeaking with- 
in bounds, I repeated half a dozen 
times to him that I believed if the 
votes of the people were or could be 
impartially taken, they would give 
the decifioft in favour of Indepen- 
dency : but this fentiraent he never 
coincided in. 

At this time my mind was much 
engaged with the thoughts of prefent- 
ing a memorial to the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council, then at Lancafter, as 

1 thought it of Tome confequence to 
get it laid before that 'Honourable- 
Body, previous to the time my huf 
land was cited to appear, June the 
:25th. He was there fummoned as 
guilty of High Treafon, On the idea 
jof his being a fubjeft of the State : 
iiow as he was by birth a Briton, and 
left this near a year before the Decla- 
ration of Independency* I was en- 
couraged by fome gentleman, learned 
in the law, to point out, that he 
could not with propriety come under 
the defcription of the bulk of the 
profcribed ; but I beg pardon for 
tvandering from the fubject in this 
deeming digrefltori. 

Governor Johnftone heard me fay 

2 was going on this errand, and the 
converfation Mr* Reed more particu- 
larly refers to in his recital, pafled 
^between Governor Johnftone and my- 
delf, about a quarter of an hoar before 
<jpvernor Johnftone left Mr. Sted- 
anan's houfe, in Mr. Stedman's tea- 
xoom, to the beft of my memory on 
the 1 6th of June, between the hours 
of ten and eleven in the morning.. 
Gov. Johnftone fent me a manufcript 
book to read the morning he went off, 



bat in fo hafty a way that .he aflted 
three or four times for it before it 
was poflible to have read it a quartet 1 
through. ^ The general vein that pre- 
vailed in it was pointing out the many 
advantages ariUng from a re-union 
with Britain, and a commercial in* 
tercourfe, and fcveral g06d things I 
believe were in it, but I thought it 
much too proli* to be of general uti- 
lity. I returned the book to him in 
Mr. 6tedman*s tea-room, and was 
going out 1 he refumed the thread of 
politics. 

Mrs. Ftrgunon, fays Oovernor 
Johnftone, this is a mOft unhappy 
difpute * can nothing be 'fallen on to 
mitigate matters? God grant there 
could, Governor Johnftone, returned 
I; you are a perfonin power; you 
know how ardently I wifh for peace ; 
for I before that had faid to Governor 
Johnftone, that if he would be in- 
nrumental in his reprefentations at 
home to effect peace, it would give 
him comfort in his dying hour, when 
all earthly honours and views would 
be light in the balance : and I again 
repeated, "I am certain nothing 
fhort of Independence will be ac- 
cepted." I am told, replied he, that 
Morris and Reed have a great deal to 
fay in your politics, i anfwered, t 
believe they have; they are both gen- 
tlemen of diftinguiihed characters fo* 
food fenfe and patriotic principles, 
know fomething of Reed (fays' 
Johnftone) I forwarded letters to him 
of Mr. Dubert's; I knew Mr. Du- 
bert well ; I wifh I could fee Mr* 
Reed and Mr. Morris, but parti-* 
cularly Mr. Reed; I think I could 
fay many things to him that would 
be for the advantage of fettling 
this conteft. I wifh you could, Sir ; 
I dare fay, that if you were to con verfd 
with either of thofe gentlemen, ic 
would be to your mutual fatisfa&ion* 
and I think it is a great pity that yon 
have not an opportunity. I heard, 
fays he, that Reed has a great deal to 
fay with Waftiington* I believe, Sir, 

returned 
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returned I, that General Reed Hands 
very well with General [Washington 
(for I always made it a point to give 
our officers their titles immediately* 
when any of the Britifh gentlemen 
omitted them.) I had thought, fays 
Johnflone, of applying to both thofc 
gentlemen (meaning Mr. Reed and 
Mr. Morris) for their good offices, 
but the fewer people one applies to the 
bdtter : but I Ihould be particularly 
glad of Mr. Reed's influence in this 
affair; Mrs. Ferguflbn, fays he, (and 
I think he looked a little confufed) if 
this affair fhould be fettled in the way 
wewifh, welhall have many pretty 
things in our power; and if Mr, 
Reed, after well considering the na- 
ture of the difpute, can, conformable 
te his confeience and view of things, 
exert his influence to fettle the con- 
left, he may command ten thoufand 
guineas, and the befl pofl in the go- 
vernment, and if you mould fee him, 
I could wifh you would convey that 
idea to hire* I own I felt hurt and 
fhocked, for I regarded the hint as in- 
delicate, and from that moment Mr. 
johnflone appeared to me in a diffe- 
rent point of light* He then was 
turning out of the room ; the Com- 
modore had, fent for him and General 
Clinton two or three times that morn- 
ing, while we were together. If he 
read countenances as well as I be- 
lieve he did, he muft immediaxely 
have feen difgufl ftrongly painted on 
mine. I defired him to flay a mo- 
ment; Sir, fays I, fince you have 
opened your mind fo freely to me, 
allow me to fuggefl a few hints with 
the fame freedom. By all means, 
Madam. Do not you think, Sir, 
that Mr. Reed will look upon fuch a 
mode of obtaining his influence as a 
bribe ? (I really made ufe of that 
plain term.) Do you think fo, Ma- 
dam ? I really, Sir, fhould appre- 
hend fo. By no means, Madam; 
this method of proceeding is cufto- 
mary in all negociations ; and one 
may very honourably make it a man's 



intereft to ft«£ forth in a caufe, I 
know little of negociations, returned 
I ; but this appears to me, that if it it 
Mr. Reed's judgment, that America 
fhould give up the point of Inde* 
pendence, he will fay fo, if he hit 
any influence in her counfels, with* 
out fee or reward; and if he is off 
different opinion, no pecuniary emo- 
lument fhould lead him to give a 
contrary vote. He faid he did not 
fee the matter in the fame point of 
light exaftly as I did ; and abruptly 
bad me farewell ; an^ I believe if hi* 
heart had that moment been feen, he 
was vexed he had gone fb far. 

And here ends a Ample narrative 
of a fa£l as farai it relates to Gover- 
nor Johnftone's cbnverfarion with me. 
The misfortune of all narration^ is, 
they unavoidably lead to prolixity, 
and many little points that appear 
extremely interefhng to the narrator, 
feem at' tedious and non-effential t4 
the reader; I muft now, in vindica- 
tion of my own character, be per* 
nutted to fay fomething in regard to 
(he converfation I had with General 
Reed : had he been as tender of my 
political reputation in his publication, 
as £ ever have been and now am of 
liis, I fhould at this time have been 
faved this difagreeable explanation. 
I have nothing to fay that can call a 
fhade on his character as a Patriot, 
or injure him with the public as to 
the capital point: for when I camo 
to the mofl intereftirig part of the 
converfation, he anfwered without 
hefitation, "my influence is but 
fmall, but Was it as great as Gover- 
nor Johnflone would infinuate, the 
King of Great Britain has nothing in 
his gift that would tempt me," Im- 
mediately on feeing the account pub- 
limed of this affair m Towne's Even- 
ing Poft, I fat down under the 
warmth of the firfl impreffion ofre- 
fentment, and wrote the letter that it 
fubjoined to this publication. The 
paper did not reach me till the 26th 
of July : I was at my own* retired 
T l $ ot 
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fcot at Grajme-Park ; Jhadpc>crea r 
rure to cpnfujt, and wrote jt in four: 
hours after feeing the Evening PoA. 
I never liad the leaft previous inti- 
mation from General R'eed^ or any : 
of Jtjis friends, that l^e -intended pub- 
lifting the account,,, nor the Jeaffc 
Kiitf pf fuch a-q*ejign when I faw hint 
tnat once, which Is th\ only tjme 1 
ever exchanged a word with hinC 
in that letter I, only* anticipated the 
4ifcjreeable confequence that his re- 
presentation would prpduce, I have 
fince feverely felt and realized them. 
It is true ^Tr/Reed, tfypughi prefled 
to it, has npycr given up (he name 
of the La4yj but 'twere was fuch a 
combination of 'circumstances joined 
tp hi? appoi^tf, A* i|*ver left the pub- 
Ift in doubt *cjf the perfon, I wa* 
JnUiexlia^ely £%nted -m 9 ' and "my 
filence wa$ a ta^it confeffion. 



'\M& t'wWifymg** ^vantage 
£com nqt aeknCjWled^hg myfelf a^ 
tfce 'perfon ; uitle/s th<;fif may be rank- 
ed as fuch, namely, ijot having it 
Ji my foyer to'throw'in one palia- 
pog or extenuating circumftance in 
jaayown be'h.aff; and "bejng obliged 
iphiar a hundred ,rude and imperti- 
iiprit things faujpv people who had 
©jjy tli'c qajfc. i|de. of my character. 
Finally, * t''^Sjjhi'be commrepV ii 
Ji*c|l a fitua,tio4 to a perfon in an 
opfi fiejli yyjibre^ enVmy is hid in 
TkuJnss, wno charts forth poi&ned ar- 
rq^^iajt foead tlje.ir vfcnom. Iowa 
Jj am wounae^I where I qni moff vuj r 
nerable Y V mean my reputation, 
MucJj could I fay wit^ truth of 'my 
love tp njy country, but will here be 
filenti for Jtwo reafons j as a female 
perhaps to enlarge, on' that fubjeft 
flight be deemeq /an affeSation of 
mafculin,e virtup ; ' and at this time it 
might appear asa?ejigned to carry cer- 
tain points noV in Cuipence." t 
* Let; this appeal to the public be 
taken in what Tight it may, t offer it 
. with diffidence ; but feel myfelf much 
, mbrp'eafy ;n my mind now I have 
given it than I have ever done fince 



I had that unlucky converfation wit)| 
Governor Johnftone. Among the 
many mortifying infinuations ' that 
l|ave been hintedon the filbjeft, none 
has fo fenfibjy affected me as an in- 
timation, that fome thonght I a&e4 
a part in confequence of certain ex- 
pectations, or Tome preferment from- 
Mr. Johnftone to be conferred on the 
perfon deareft tome on earth. On 
that head I fhall fay no more, but 
leave it to any perfon of common 
(enfe to determine, if I had any views 
of that kind, whether I mould in fo 
full and folemn a manner call in quef- 
tion what Mr, Johnftone has afierted 
in the Houfe of Commons: a pro- 
ceeding of this kind mult totaliy'ex- 
clude all avenues of favour from that 
quarter, were there ever any expeclr 
ed, which 1 folemnly declare never 
was the cafe. 

If this account fhould ever have the 
honour to be glanced over by the eye 
of Governor Johnftone, I know not 
in what medium he may view it : it 
is pofftble that the multiplicity of 
ideas which pafs through the brain of 
a politician, in the courfe of a fiw 
months, may have jollied the whole 
tranftilion out of his memory. Should 
fhis be;he cafe, insignificant and con-: 
tempdble as Imay appear to him, j 
believe there are two or three people- 
in Britain that will venture to tell 
him/ in all his plenitude of power, 
that they believe I would not let my 
hand to an untruth. The letter that 
I wrofe to Mr. Reed is a proof that I 
never intended to deny the conver T 
fation ; if I had ever views of that 
kind, I fhoqld not have been fo weak 
as to have put it out of my power to 
have equivocated about it when called 
on by Mr Reed. J do not pre- 
tend to aflert that I as precifeiy 
related to Mr, Reed every wore} 
that patted, how, when and where, as 
I do in this account, which I believe 
I fhall enforce by a deposition: but I 
now call on Mr. Reed, in the pre- 
fehce of an all-feeing God to declare, 
- whether 
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whether, la the courfe of th# conver- 
fation I kad with him, I expreffed one 
fentiment that breathed a wifb, that 
he or any perfan in power fhould ac- 
cept of any douceurs to preponderate 
in the fcale. 

I took no minutes of either of the 
conversations I had with the above 
mentioned gentlemen, therefore there 
may be fome trifling errors ; but as 
to a fum and office bein,g mentioned,' 
which Teems to be the moft efTential 
part of the affair, I am not miftaken 
an. 

I never will write or fpeak more on 
the fubjeft, nor enter into any farther 
explanations: if I have erred, I mull 
fuffer. With ail poffible refpect I re- 
main the candid reader's moil obe- 
dient humble fervant. 

Elizabeth Fircttsson. 

Pbiladtlphia,Ftb. 1 6, 1 779. 

Gr<eme-ParA, July 26, 1778, 
Sir, 

It is with no fmall degree of regret 
jhat I now fit down to addrefs a few 
lines to you, on a fubjelt that is by 
no means agreeable to me to enter 
on : but I muft beg the favour of 
your attention, with hopes of obtain- 
ing rather more candour, than I thinly 
has heen fhewn me heretofore. 

I faw, to-day, Towne's Evening 
Poft, in which Governor Johnftone's 
letter to you, Sir, is inferted, (that 
I have do bufinefs with) but the re- 
lation of a converfation which parted 
between General Reed and a certain 
lady muft have been publifhed with 
your confent ; and that is ah affair I 
muft be permitted to jouch upon. 

Well acquainted as you are, Sir, 
with the methods which are made ufe 
of in courts of judicature for the in- 
veftigation of truth, it would be fu- 
perfluous in me to hint, that the fup- 
preffion of fome circumftances, and 
dwelling flrongly on others, give a co- 
louring and completion to things 
very different from their real and ori- 
ginal meaning and fignification. v/ 



That you, Sir, ftewed no diipofi- 
tion to fall in with any fchemes which 
Governor Johnftone might wifh you 
to adopt in favour of America's yield- 
ing her claim to Independency* ia 
certainly juftly dated in your account. 
But furely Geperal Reed could have 
pointed out his nrmnefs to his coon* 
try's caufe, without Suffering an in- 
nocent, and I may hy, almoft friend- 
lefs wqnyaq, po \>c exhibited in a com- 
mon newfpaper, and that in a man- 
ner whjch conveys no other ideas but 
that of her {>eing an emifTary of the 
Commiflioners ; and that fhe, by 
haying fome of her friends gone off 
with the Britifb troops, was endea-, 
vouring to (hew her attachment to 
their abfence. 

As yourfelf, Sir, and the lady f 
were the only parties that knew any 
thing of the affair in (jueftion, it i% 
only you that can be appealed to«> 
Be pleafed, Sir, to recoiled the ftyle* 
the manner, and the whole of that 
tete a t$t$\ and then, Sir, on the 
part of the lady can you determine 
that the converfation has been kindly, 
friendly, or fairly Hated : if it has* 
my memory has greatly failed me ia 
almoft every point. 

Any perfon of common fenfe, who 
reads the anecdote as related in the 
Evening Poll, would conclude a bil- 
let was font to General Heed from 
the Jady, for no other purpofe than 
to aft foleJy on Governor Johnftone's 
bufinefs. Affairs relative to a near 
friend occupied her mind much more, 
and fhe applied to General Reed for 
his advice ; and fhe thought that at 
parting he offered it cordially and fin r 
cerely as to her little concerns. 

Accident Hung her into the fame; 
houfe appropriated to the ufe of Go- 
vernor Johnftone ; fhe mentioned him 
to you, as one that feemed deHrous 
of fettling matters upon fome arnica*- 
ble footing. 

General Reed told her he had re T 
ceived a letter from Governor John- 
ftone ; fhe from thence concluded he 

had 
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letter, on the point of engaging Mr, 
Reed in his intereft ; and fhe then 
repeated what had ,pafled between 
Cjovernor Johnftone and herfelf, with 
regard to polities in general, arid Mr. 
Reed's influence in particular. 

But (he is certain, that me repeated 
to General Reed what fhe laid to 
Mr. johnftone, which was, that if 
General Reed, or any other perfon 
in power, looked upon it as benefi- 
cial to America, that fhe fliould yield 
Independency and be re-united to 
Great- Britain, he would fu|geft that 
idea without reward ; and if he en- 
tertained oppofite fentiments, no of- 
fers, if he was an honeft man, could 
bias his judgment to give a contrary 
▼ote. 

But there was no convincing the 
Commiffionera, that the voice of the 
Congrefs was the voice of the people ; 
and as their intercourfe, for the moil 
part, lay with the friends of govern- 
ment, it was natural for them to im- 
bibe their fentiments. 

I am fenfible, Sir, that the political 
Opinions of women are ridiculed among 
the generality of men ; but I own I 
find it hard, (knowing the uncorrupt- 
nefsofmy heart) to be held out to 
tne public as a topi to the Commif- 
fioners. Perhaps few minds would 
jnore fenfibly feel fo humiliating and 
jnortifying an idea* 

But the imprefTioh is now made, 
and it is too late to recall it. How 
far, at this critical junfture of time, 
this affair may injure my property, is 
uncertain j that, I affure you, is but a 
fecondary thought^ 

Under no very agreeable fituation 
of mind, I beg leave to conclude 
myfelf, Your very humble fervant, 

Elizabeth Fbrgusson. 

The 16th day of February, 1779* 
Before me John Ord, Efq. one of the 
Juflicesof the Peace for the city and 
county of Philadelphia, came Eliza- 
beth Ferguflbn, of Horfham townfhip, 
county ot Philadelphia, gentlewoman, 



Jelift of Almighty God, did depofe, 
declare, and fay, that the declaration 
above mentioned is drawn up and 
wrote with her own hand writing, 
apd.is, in every refpecl>juft and true, 
to the bed of her remembrance* 

EUBABETH FzfcCVSSOlf. 

Sworn at Philadelphia before me, 
the day and year above faid, 
Pennfyfaania Packet.] John Ord. 

■• 

To George Johnstone, Eft* at 

Ntw-Tork* 
Your refignation as Commiffioner 
does honour to the former goodnefa 
of your character* We pity the fuf- 
fenngs of a good man — his forrows 
are (acred ; but we cannot take pity 
in the misfortunes of a man who does 
net feel thofe misfortunes himfelf. 
I am glad the refolution of Congrefs 
will carry any mark of diftin&ion to 
Governor Johnftone— nor do I think 
the imprudence of Mrs. Ferguflbn 
ought totally to degrade him in the 
eves of his royal mafter. Unquef- 
tionably it muft procure the Commif- 
fioner fome confiderable emoluments, 
which, no doubt, are she math $f 
tfftinclion fo very pleafing upon tliia 
Occafion. His Majefty's Commif- 
fioners do not mean to tranfmit an 
apology for Qovernor Johnftone ; but 
they are perfuaded his abilities, and 
integrity require no vindication, \ he 
failed in poii|t of abilities — his in- 
tegrity will remain upon record ; and 
vet they require no vindication. It 
is all in the fame fpirjt of the blun- 
dering, blufteriqg, and profligate 
pilot at the head of adminiftration. 
Captain Elphinftone, of the Briti!^ 
navy, does not feem to entertain that 
high opinion, of Qovernor Jolmftone's 
integrity. 

Your charges agajnft Congrefs are 
falfe and ill-natured ; Congrefs are a 
grand patriotic Aflembly, fitting ^t 
the head of one great united people, 
poftefled of very extenfive, yet bene- 
ficial "powers, neither ufyrped by 
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ftvud, nor maintained by /*rr/, bat 
the genuine effect ofefteem, of con- 
fidence and fecurity ; upon whom the 
eyes of a whole Continent are fixed; 
filled with admiration and glowing 
with afFeclion ; a Continent confilt. 
ing of many Independent States, hi 
the temper of wherfe united govern- 
ment, like the government of Ner<va r 
empire, liberty, and manhood are 
intimately mixed, co-exift together 
infeparably, and constitute one real 
effencc* 

Congrefs do not mean, neither 
bate they at any period taken upon 
themfelvei to delude a fenfible peo- 
ple—It is true their conftituents are 
Suffering under the various calamities 
ifwdr ; but from what quarter have 
thofe calamities originated? I have 
heard you, in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, repeatedly charge the whole 
matter to the blafted proceedings of 
tdminiftration, and that, in confe- 
rence of fuch proceedings, America 
muft and would become Independent. 
You are certainly miftaken in a point 
of fact ; the inhabitants of this Con- 
tinent do not wifti to fee the King's 
pre/ent commiffion carried into full 
tffeft ; it muft beacommiffion pleni- 
potentiary to acknowledge the United 
States of America free, sovereign, 
and independent. So much blood 
and treafure have not been fpent for 
the purpofes of conditional recon- 
ciliation. The landholders are at 
length materially interefted in the 
great caufeoftheircountry, and would 
maintain the freedom and indepen- 
dence of the Continent at every pof- 
fible hazard ; but thanks be to Hea- 
ven, and the bravery of my coun- 
trymen, there is not the leaft fliadow 
to doubt the mod fuccefsful conclu- 
iion of the prefent conteft with Great 
Britain. France and Spain are 
powerful affiftants. In my opinion, 
the conqueft of America is the moft 
ideal thing in the world ; if there 
Was not a fingle regular foldier with 

C«C IMMORTAL GENERAL WASH* 
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incton — the fubftantial militia *( 
the country are fully adequate to the 
defence of that country ; witnefs the 
bouncing Burgoynt with his conven- 
tion, at Saratoga; a convention thac 
exafperates Governor Johnftone to 
fuch a degree, that he does not fcru- 
plc to* publifh the moil notorious 
falfitiea upon that matter. 

I believ* Congrefs are very in- 
different whether you are anxious or 
not about the good opinion of that 
body ; they feel the approbation of 
their own conference; they meet with. 
the approbation of their conftituents; 
and what is alfo very material, they 
certainly have the approbation of the , 

moll RESPECTABLE POWERS IX Eff- 

rope. But you poflefs a very great 
regard for many individuals of that 
body :< it happens extremely fortu- 
nate for thofe individuals that yon 
did not unthinkingly reveal their 
names ; yet certainly it would not 
have been the firft time that fome 
gentlemen have fuffered more b/ 
their friends than their enemies. 

You conclude with endeavouring 
to cajole the multitude at large ; this 
we know to be genuine Scotch policy ; 
it has been of old adopted by your 
King; I am aftonifhed a man of 
Governor Johnftoae's abilities mould 
purfue an antique, beaten way, Co 
often trod, and fo often unfuccefsfuL 
The people may fometimes be mif- 
taken in their opinion, but in their 
fentiments they are never raiftaken ; 
the feelings of the multitude arc 
thofe feelings which do honour ti> 
mankind ; they are pure, they are 
impartial; we ought, and we mult 
obey them* There may be a vanity 
perhaps in a fingular way of think- 
ing ; but when Governor Johnftone 
in his declaration profefTes a want of 
that fenfibility which diftinguifhes 
human nature, he hazards fomething 
infinitely more important than the 
character of his undemanding. Being 
loft in paflion and refentment, you 
forgot that good Queen Elizabeth fo 
glorioufly 
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£lorioufly afltfled the United froyih- 
ces to maintain their Independence 
againft the whole weight of^he Spa- 
niih Monarch's. The days of retri-. 
Dution are now come to pafs. You 
look into your own heart for an ar- 
gument, apd are willing to facriftcq 
the honour of other nations upon al- 
tars of your own conftru&ion* 

I fever was, I ever {hall be ex- 
tremely moderate in my political 
principles v fanguinary proceeding* 
of every fort, J utterly deteft ; it 
makes me mudder at the unavoidable 
neceflity of fuch a conteft as the pre- 
fent with England, and feel moft 
warmly for the horrid depredations 
of war. We have been driven to In- 
dependence by the pernicious Councils 
of Great Britain. Had the firft com- 
miffion been transmitted to America 
before the declaration of Indepen- 
dence, peace and friendfhip would 
have reigned throughout; had the 
fecond Commiflioners been fent to 
.America before our connedion with 
France, they would have produced 
nnqueftionably fome very important 
benefits. If your former colleagues 
at New York have commi£tons pleni- 
potentiary, perfuade them to make 
peace with us by acknowledging the 
Independence of America ; a consi- 
derable part of the Continent will 
continue a moft valuable trade with 
t,heif old relations. 

1 ne debts due to the inhabitants 
of your ifland will be ipeedily dis- 
charged. Humanity ilioald Simu- 
late the Councils of Britain to recon- 
cile the friends of that conntry to the 
now formed governments in America. 
A profpedlof conqueft is totally at an 
end* Upon the commencement of 
this great difpute, certainly every 
man had a right to countenance that 
fide of the queftion which appeared 
to be beft formed in freedom, fafcty,* 
and the principles of the con it it ut ion ; 
but molt clearly he had no right to 
take up arms againft his country, or 
give actual aiuftance to the enemy 



after fo large a awyprj^y of the Con- 
tinent had declared our rtfiftanctf 
falutary and conftitutional. 

A majority jntr& rule in all free 
countries and focieties, A man who 
cannot bend his opinion to that of 
others,; /hbuld inftantly depart to 
fome other land. Vet I am willing 
to pardon all the difaffefted, and 
take them once more injto the' bbfom 
of America. After a declaration of 
war againft France, there can- be no 
peace, there can be no commerce, 
for the wretched inhabitants of Eng* 
land — and the fanftuary of friendship 
and fafety will be fhut up to the dis- 
contented citizens of America. That 
man who is not ripe for an honour- 
able peace, is // for treaf*ns % jlra~ 
tagems, and /potts ; the motions If hii 
heart art as dull as nighty aid bit 
underftanding dark as Erebus. Surely 
Great Britain will ad a wife and ex- 
tended part; if not, the Britim oower 
muft be fubdued, bound, chained j 
in its room concord will appear, 
brooding peace, and profpenty on 
this happy land ; joy fitting on every 
face ; content in every heart ; a peo- 
ple unfuppreifed, undifturbed, un- 
alarmed, bufy to improve their pri- 
vate property, and the public ilock ; 
no jealounes from a land army, and 
far diftant from the broils and tu- 
mults of Europe $ fleets covering the 
ocean, bringing home wealth by the 
returns of induftry $ carrying terror 
or affiftance abroad by the direction 
o£ wifdom ; and after dug trium- 
phantly the rights and the honour 
of the UNITED STATES, as far 
as 'waters roll, and winds can *waf$ 
them. 
Virginia Gazette*) A Vijlciniak* 

To the rtfieSwi Legislatures of th§ 

United States of America* 
F ethers, Brethren and Fellow* Citisuns t 
The treaty which is to flop the ef- 
fufion of blood amongft us, whether 
by a truce or an abfolute peace, en- 
gaging the attention of all the mem- 
ber* 
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oers dfouf union, various (peculations 
are daily iriade on the terms which 
mall be ftipulated. Infidious Tories, 
as well as timid and indolent Whigs, 
are preparing our minds for an ac- 
quiefcence in ceffions, which they in- 
fmuate, " ought to be aflented to ra- 
" ther than continuing the war, un- 
" der the many difficulties attending 
" the depreciation of the currency, 
" the want of neceflaries, and the vi- 
*' fible diminution of public virtue." 

They tell us, that " Canada may 
■* remain under the dominion of 
%f Great-Britain, without endanger- 
** ing our Independence ;" but the 
following extract of the atl of Parlia- 
ment for making more effectual provi- 
fion for the government of the province 
of Quebec in North- America y is fuffi- 
cienc to confute thofe politicians. 

" May it, therefore, pleafe your 
*' Moft Excellent Majefty, that it may 
" be ena&ed, and be it enacted by 
«« the King's Moft Excellent Majefty, 
*' by and with the advice and confent 
" of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
*' ral,and Commons, in this prefent 
" Parliament afTembled, and by the 
" authority of the fame, That all 
*■ the faid territories, iflands and 
" countries, heretofore part of the 
" province of Canada, in North- 
" America, extending fouthward to 
" the banks of the Ohio, wcftward 
u to the banks of the Mifliffippi, and 
*• northward to the. fouthern boun- 
"■ dary of the territory granted to the 
" merchant adventurers of England 
*' trading to Hudfon's-Bay, and 
" which faid territories, iflands, and 
" countries, are not within the limits 
" of fome other Britifh colony, as 
" allowed and confirmed by the 
" Crown, or which have, fince the 
" tenth of February, one thoufand 
<c feven hundred and fixty-three, 
" been made part of the govern- 
" ment of Newfoundland, be, and 
•' they are hereby, during his Ma- 
" jetty's pleafure, annexed to, and 

Vol, VIII. 



" made part and parcel of the pro- 
** vince of Quebec, as enacted and 
" eftablifhed by the faid royal pro- 
*' clamation of the feventh of Oclo- 
" ber, one thoufand feven hundred 
" and fixty-three." 

Shall peace with our enemies be 
concluded without the ratifi- 
cation of the refpeclive States in 
our union ? Is the treaty, which fhall 
eftablifh our Independence, lefs im- 
portant to us than that act which, 
manifefted our refolution to be in- 
dependent, and was ratified by all 
the united legiflatures ? 
^ Ye fathers, brethren, and fellow- 
citizens, inftruft your Delegates in 
Congrefs, to pafs and publifh Refolves 
for quieting the minds of many of 
their conftituents, who have fufFered 
themfelves to be alarmed by the ar- 
tifices of our enemies. 

Confederation. 



Bojton, January , 1 779. 

The detention of the prize fhips 
referred to in the following public 
a&s 1 * and their reftoration to the Bri- 
tifh owners, by the Court of France 
in 1777, and beforeour Independence 
was acknowledged, through the mif- 
taken conduct of the captors, having at 
that time occafioned fome nneafinefs 
in America, the following authentic 
account of the final fettlement of that 
affair is now laid before the public : 

Bofton>Q8oler 17, 1778. 
State ^MasSachusetts^Bav* 

Be it remembered, that jofeph 
Fofter, Efq. of Gloucefter, within 
this State, merchant, upon petition to 
us for that purpofe, having laid be- 
fore us the neceflary proofs, appears' 
to be the agent for owners, officers, 
marines, and mariners of the privateer 
brigantine, General Mercer, James 
Babfohj Commander, called the Han- 

U cock t 
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€&ck % while in France the laft year.— 
Alfo Meflrs. John Grenell, and A- 
dam Babcock, both of Bofton, mer- 
chants, upon the fame petition, ap- 
pear to be owners and agents for the 
other owners, officers, marines and 
mariners of the privateer brigantine, 
Fanny, John Kendrick, Commander, 
Called the Bojlon, while in France the 
laft year, which faid privateers having 
captured two Britifh ftiips, and car- 
ried them into the port of Nantz, in 
France, the 13th of Auguft, 1777, 
laden with fugar, which they entered 
as Dutch ftiips coming from St. Eu- 
ftatia, the confequence of which oc- 
cafioned the confifcation of thofe two 
ftiips by the Court of Admiralty ; yet 
notwithstanding, his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, the King of France, having 
in his great goodnefs been pleafed to 
order the fum of four hundred thou- 
fand livres, French money, to be paid 
to the owners and others concerned 
in the faid two American privateers, 
which order, firft fignified by M. Ie 
Ray de Chaumont, Honorary Inten- 
dant of the Royal Hotel of Invalids, 
and by him to John Holker, Efq. 
Agent General of the Royal Marine, 
and Conful of France, and by him to 
the faid agents and owners of the faid 
privateers. 

We therefore declare, that the 
proofs exhibited appear to us fatisfac* 
tory and fufficient to authorife the faid 
John Holker, Efq. to pay to the faid 
Jofeph Fofter, Efq. and Meflh. John 
Grenell and Adam Babcock, the faid 
/um of four hundred thoufand livres, 
French money, according to the or- 
der of his Moft Chriftian Majefty the 
King of France. 

Received of the honourable John 
Holker, Efq. Agent-General of the 
Royal Marine, and Conful of France, 
four hundred thoufand livres, French 
money, the value thereof in bills on 
France and Philadelphia, being a gra- 
tuity from his Moft Chriftian Majef- 



ty, the King of France, (whom God 
preferve) to the owners and all con- 
cerned in the two privateers, Fanny 
and General Mercer, John Kendrick, 
and James Babfon, Commanders, 
called the Jfofiox, and the Hancock, 
white in France the laft year ; which 
" graraity was ordered to be paid in lieu 
of two prize mips carried into the port 
of Nantz, by the faid privateers the 
13th of Auguft, 1777* having entered 
them as Dutch ftiips coming from St. 
Euftatia, they were condemned in the 
Court of Admiralty to . his Majeft)\ 
and were, by order of authority, de- 
livered up to the owners in England. 
Previous to our receiving the faid 
fum of 400,000 livres, we having 
taken the neceflary fteps, and exhi- 
bited fatisfaclory proof of our being 
legally authorifed to receive the faid 
gratuity, as owntrs and agents for all 
concerned in the faid two privateers 
and prizes, as will fully appear by the 
date and order of Council the 17th of 
October inftant, we are happy to 
have this opportunity of rendering our 
fincere thanks to his Majefty the King 
of France, for this generous princely 
donation, declaring ourfelves fully 
fatisfied therewith, more efpecially as 
it convinces us, amongft many other 
more important proofs, of our good 
fortune in his friendship to the nation, 
of which we are a part. 
Bojto*, Oa. a8, 1778. 

Adam Babcock, 
John Grbnnell, 
Joseph Foster. 
E2EKIEL Price, Notary-public by 
legal authority admitted andfwom, 
d wetting and pra&iftng in Bofton, 
inNew-England, doth hereby certi- 
fy, that Adam Babcock, Jofeph 
Fofter, and John Grenell, iigned 
the before going inftrument, in the 
prefence of the Hon, Mr. Holker, 
alfo in prefence of me the faid No- 
tary, 

In teftimony whereof, I hereto fet 

my hand, and affix my notorial 

fad. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 147 ) 



fea!, at Boflon aforefaid, this 
twenty-fixth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord Chrift, one 
thoufand fcven hundred and fe- 
venty-eight. 



London, June 16, 1779. 
This day the Spanijh Ambajfador deli' 
veredto Lord Weymouth^ paper* 
of which the following is a tranf- 
lation : 

Copy of a paper delivered to Lord 
h/count Weymouth, hytheMar* 
quis D'Almodovar, the 16th 
June, 177*9. 

" AH the world has been witnefs 
to the noble impartiality of the King, 
in the midft of the deputes of the 
Court of London with its American 
Colonies and with France. Befides 
which, his Majefty having learned 
that his powerful mediation was 
defired, gencroufly made an offer of 
it, which was accepted by the belli- 
gerent powers, and for this motive 
only a ihip of war was fent on the 
part of his Britannic Majefty to one 
of the ports of Spain, The King 
has taken the moil energetic iteps, 
and fuch as ought to have produced 
the moft happy effect, to bring thofe 

Crs to an accommodation equally 
arable to both parties ; propo- 
fag for this end wife expedients for 
fraoothing difficulties, and preventing 
the calamities of war. But although 
his Majefty*s proportions, and parti- 
cularly thofe of his ultimatum, have 
keen conformable to thofe which at 
•thcr times the Court of London it* 
felf had appeared to judge proper for 
an accommodation, and which were 
alfo quite as moderate, they have 
heen rejected in a manner that fully 
proves the little deftre which the 
Britifh Cabinet has to reftore peace 
to Europe, and to prefer ve the King's 
friendfhip. In effect, the conduct of 
that Cabinet, with regard to his Ma- 
je%, during the whole courfe of the 



ncgociation, has had for Its object to 
prolong it for more than eight months* 
either oy vain pretences, or by an- 
fwers which could not be more in- 
conclufive, whilft in this interval the 
infults on the Spanifh Hag, and the 
violation of theKing'i territories were 
carried on to an incredible excefs; 
prizes have been made, Ihips have 
been fearched and plundered, and a 
great number of them have been 
fired upon, which have been obliged 
to defend themfelves; the registers 
have been opened and torn in pieces, 
and even the packets of the Court 
found on board the King's packet- 
boat. 

i€ The dominions of the Crown 
in America have been threatened, 
and they have gone to the dreadful 
extremity of railing the Indian na- 
tions, called the Chatcas, Chero- 
cjnies, and Chicachas, againft the 
innocent inhabitants of Louifiana, 
who would have been the victims of 
the rage of thefe barbarians, if the 
Chatcas themfelves had not repented, 
and revealed all the feduction the 
Englifh had planned. The fove- 
rcignty of his Majefty in the pro- 
vince of Darien, and on the coalt of 
St. Bias has been ufurped, the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica having granted to 
a rebel Indian the commifllon of 
Captain-general of thofe provinces. 

" In fhort, the terrritory of the 
Bay of Honduras has been recently 
violated by exercifing acts ofhoftility, 
and other exceffes againft the Spa- 
niards, who have been imprifoned, 
and whofe hou fes have been invaded ; 
befides which, the Court of London 
has hitherto neglected to accomplish 
what the 16th article of the laft 
treaty of Paris ftipulated relative to 
that coaft. 

" Grievances fo numerous, fo 
weighty,, and recent, ^iave been at 
different times the object of com- 
plaints made in the King's name, 
and flated in Memorials which were 
delivered cither to the Britiih Mini- 
U 2 fcrs 
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Iters at London, or tranfmitted to 
them through the channel of the 
Englifo AmbafFador at Madrid ; but 
although the anfwers which were 
received have been friendly, his M*- 
jelly has hitherto obtained no^ other 
-atisfacllon than to fee the infults 
repeated, which lately have amounted 
to the number of one hundred. 

" The King, proceeding with 
that fincericy and candour which. 
characterize htm, has formally de- 
clared to the Court of London, from 
the commencement of its difputes 
with France, that the conduct of 
England (hould be the rule of that 
which Spain would hold. 

*' His Majefty likewife declared 
to that Court, that at the time their 
differences with that of Paris might 
be accommodated, it would be ab- 
solutely neceflary to regulate thofe 
which had arifen, or might ftill arife 
with Spain, and in the plan of 
mediation which was fent to the un- 
derwritten Ambaflador the 28th of 
lad September, and^which was by 
him delivered to (he Britifh Miniftry 
in the beginning of Odlober, a plan 
with which Lord Grantham was ap- 
prized, and of which he received a 
copy, his Majefty declared in pofi- 
tive terms to the belligerent powers, 
that in confideration of the infults 
which his fubjeits and dominions 
had fuflfered, and likewife of the at- 
tempts levelled againft his rights, he 
fhould be under the necefTjty of taking 
his part, in cafe the negotiation, in- 
ftead of being continued with fince r 
rity, fhould be. broken off, or fhould 
produce no effeft. 

" The caufes of complaint given 
by the Court of London not having 
ceafed, and that Court fhewing no 
difpofitions to give reparation for 
them, the Ki«g has refolved, and 
orders his AmbafTadoF to declare, 
that the honour of his Qrgwn, the 
protection which he owes to his fub- 
jeds, and his own perfonal dignity, 
fio not permit him to fuffer their in- 



fults to continue, and to neglect any 
longer the reparation cfthofe already 
received, and that in this view, not- 
withftanding the pacific difpofuioni 
of his Majefty, and even the partU 
cular inclination he had always had 
and exprefled for cultivating the 
frieridihip of his Britannic Majefty, 
he finds himfelf under the difagree- 
able neceffity of making ufe of all 
the means which the Almighty has in- 
truded him with, to obtain that juftice 
which he has folicited by fo many 
Ways, without being able to acquire 
s it : in confiding on the juftice of 
his caufe, his Majefty hopes that the 
confequences of this resolution will 
not be imputed to him before God 
or man, and that other nations will 
form a fuitable idea of this refolu- 
tion, by comparing it to the conduct 
which they themfelves have expe- 
rienced on the part of the Britif^ 
Miniftry. 

(Signed) 
Le Marquis D'A^modoy^r.'* 
London y 16 June, 1 779. 

At the Court at St. James? j, the \%tk 

ef June, 1779. 

PRESENT, 

Tbt KING'S Moft Excellent Majefty 
in Council* 
Whereas the AmbafTador of the 
Xing of Spain has, hy order of his 
Court, delivered to Lord Vifcount 
Weymouth a paper, in which it is 
declared, that his Catholick Majefty 
intends to have recourfe to arms, un- 
der the groundlefs pretence of ob- 
taining reparation for injuries fup- 
pofed to have been received; and 
whereas the faid AmbafTador has re- 
ceived orders to retire from this 
kingdom without taking leave : his 
Majefty, being determined to take 
fuch meafures as are neceflary 
for vindicating the honour of his 
Crown, u pleafed, by and. with the 
advice of his Privy Council, to or- . 
der, and it is hereby ordered, that 
general reprizals be granted againft 
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the {hips, goods, and fubjefh of the 
King of Spain, fo that as well his 
Majefly's fleet and fhips, as alfo all 
other fhips and veflels that (hall be 
Commiffionated by letters of marque 
or general reprizals, or otherwife, by 
his Majefty's Commiflioners for exe- 
cuting the office of Lord High Admi- 
ral of Great Britain, (hall and may 
lawfully feize all fhips, veflels, and 
goods belonging to the King of Spain 
pr his fubje&s, or others inhabiting 
within any the territories of the King 
of Spain, and bring, the fame to 
judgment in any of the Courts of Ad- 
miralty within his Majefty's domi- 
nions; and to that end his Majefty's 
Adwcate-General, with the Advocate 
pf the Admiralty, are forthwith to 
prepare the draught of a commiflion, 
and prefent the fame to his Majefty at 
thislioard, authorifing the Commif- 
fipners for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral, or any perfon orpcr- 
fons by them empowered and ap- 
pointed, to iflue forth and grant let- 
ters of marque and reprifal to any of 
}iis Majefty's fubjecls, or others 
whom the faid CommifBoners (hall 
deem fitly qualified in that behalf, 
for the apprehending, feizing, and 
taking the fhips, veflels, and goods 
belonging to Spain, and the vaflals 
and fubje&s of the King of Spain, or 
apy inhabitants within his countries, 
territories, or dominions; and that 
fuch powers and claufes. be inferred in 
the faid commifljor* as have been 
ufual, and are according to former 
precedents : and his Majefty's faid 
A- d vacate General, with the Advo- 
cate of f;he Admiralty, are alfo forth- 
with tq prepare the draught of a com- 
iqiffiorj, and prefent the fame to his 
Majefty at this Board, authorifing the 
faid Commiflioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral, to will 
and require the High Court of Ad- 
miralty of preat Britain, and the 
Lieutenant and Judge of the fudLourt, 
I145 furrogate or Surrogates, as alfo 
the feyeral Courts of Admiralty 



within his Majefty's dominions, to 
take cognizance of, and judicially 
proceed upon all, and all manner of 
captures, feizures, prizes, and repri- 
fals of all fhips or goods that are or 
ihall be taken, and to hear and de- 
termine the fame; and according to 
the courfe of Admiralty, and the laws 
of nations; to adjudge and condemn 
ail fuch fhips, veflels, and goods, as 
fhall belong to Spain, or the vafTali 
and fubjett* of the King of Spain, or 
to any others inhabiting within any 
of his 'countries, territories, and do* 
minions; and that fuch powers and 
claufes be inferted in the faid com* 
miflion as have been ufual and are ac- 
cording to former precedents; and 
they are likewife to prepare and lay 
before his Majefty at this Board, a 
draught of fuch infractions as may be 
proper to be fent to the Courts of 
Admiralty in his Majefty's foreign 
governments and plantations, for 
their guidance herein ; as alfo another 
draught of inftru&ions for fuch flaps 
as fhall be commiflionated fjr the 
purpofes afore-mentioned, 

A Proclamation. 
For granting the Dijtribution of Prim 

zes during the prefent Hijlitities. 
George R. 

Whereas by "our order in Council, 
dated 'the eighteenth of this inflant 
June, we have ordered that general 
reprifals be granted againft the fhips, 
goods, and fubjecls of the King of 
bpain; fo that as well our fleet and 
fhips, as alfo all other fhips and vef- 
fels that fhall be commiflionated by 
letters of marque or general reprifals, 
or otherwife, by our Commiflioners 
for executing our office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain, fhall and 
may lawfully feize all fh ps, veflels, 
and goods, belonging to the King of 
Spain, or his fubjecls, or others in- 
habiting within any of the territories 
of the King of Spain, and bring the 
fime to judgment in any of our 
Courts of Admiralty within our do- 
minions j 
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minions ; we, being defirous to give 
due encouragement to all our faith- 
ful fubjects, who fhall lawfully feize 
the fame ; and having declared in 
Council by our order of the twenty- 
third of this inftant June, our inten- 
tions concerning thedittributionof all 
manner of captures, feizures, prizes 
and reprifals, of all /hips and goods, 
during the prefent hottilities, do now 
make known to all our loving fub- 
jects, and others whom i: may con- 
cern, by this our Proclamation, by 
and with the advice of our .Privy 
Council, that our will and pleafure 
is, that the neat produce of all prizes 
taken, the right whereof is inherent 
in us and our Crown, be given to the 
takers, but fubject to the payment of 
all fuch or the like cuftoms and du- 
ties, as the fame are now, or would 
Lave been liable to, if the fame were 
or might have been imported as met- 
chadize ; and that the fame be (o 
given in the proportion and manner 
hereinafter fet forth : That is to*fay, 
that all prizes takon by (hips and 
vefiels having commiflions of letters 
of marque and reprifals, may be fold 
and difpofed of by the merchants, 
owners, fitters, and others, to whom 
fuch lettersof marque and reprifals are 
granted, for their own ufe and bene- 
fit, after final adjudication, and not 
before. And we do hereby further 
order and direct, r.hat the neat pro- 
duce of all prizes which are or fhall 
be taken by any of our fhips or vefTels 
of war, fhall be for the entire benefit 
and encouragement of our Flag-offi- 
cers, Captains, Commanders, and 
other commiffioned officers, in our 
pay, and of the fean&en, marines, and 
foldiers, on board our (aid (hips and 
vefiels at the time of the capture; 
and that fuch prizes may be lawfully 
fold and difpoxed of by them and 
their agents, after th? fame fhall 
have been to us finally adjudged law- 
ful prize, and not otherwife. v The 
uiilribution ihail be made as follows; 



the whole of the neat produce being 
firft divided into eight equal parts: 

The Captain or Captains of any 
of our faid (hips and veflels of war, 
who (hall be actually on board at the 
taking of any prize, (hall have three- 
eighth parts y but in cafe any fuch 
prize fhall be taken by any of our 
(hips or vefTels of war, under the com- 
mand of a flag or flags, the Flag-of- 
ficer or officers being actually on 
board, or directing and affifting in the 
capture, (hall have one of the faid 
three-eighth parts ; the faid one 
eighth part to be paid to fuch flag 
or Flag-officers in fuch proportion*, 
and fubject to fuch regulations, as are 
herein-after mentioned : 

The Captains of marines and land- 
forces, Sea-lieutenants, and Mailer 
on board, (hall have one-eighth part, 
to be equally divided amongft them* 

The Lieutenants and Quarter- 
mailers of marines* and Lieutenants, 
Enfigns, and Quarter- matters of land 
forces, Secretaries of Admirals or of 
Commodores, with Captains under 
them, Boatfwains, Gunners, Purfer, 
Carpenter, Matter's mates, Chiror- 
gepn, Pilot, and Chaplain on board* 
fhall have one- eighth part, to be> 
equally divided amongft them ; 

TheMid(hipmen, Captain's-clerk* 
Matfcr-fail-makerjCarpenterVinates 4 
Boaifwain's-mates, Gunner's-mates, 
Mafter-aNarms, Corporals, Yeomen 
of the (heets, Cockiwain, Quarter - 
matters, Quarter - matters - mates, 
ChirurgeonVmates, Yeomen of the 
powder-room, Serjeants of marines 
and land-forces on board, fhall have 
one-eighth part, to be equally divided 
amongtt them: 

The Trumpeters, Quarter-gunners, 
Carpenter's crew, Stewards, Cook, 
Armputer, Steward's-^mate, Cook's- 
mate, Gunfmiih, Cooper, Swabber, 
Ordinary Trumpeter, Barber, able 
feamen, ordinary feamen, and ma- 
rines, and other foldiers, and all 
other perfons doing duty and affifting 
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on board, /hall have two eighth 
parts, to be equally divided among 
them : 

Provided, that if any officer being 
en board any of our fhips of war, at 
the time of taking any prize, fhall 
have more commiffions or offices than 
one, fuch officer (hall be entitled only 
to the (hare or (hares of the prizes, 
which, according to the above-men- 
tioned diftribution, fhall belong to 
his fuperior com million or office. 
And we do hereby flrictly. enjoin all 
commanders of our fhips and vefleis 
of war taking any prize, as foon as 
may be, to tranfmit, or caufe to be 
transmitted, to the CommjJIioners of 
our Navy, a true lift of ;he names 
of all the officers, feamen, marines, 
foldiers, and others, who were ac- 
tually on board our fhips and vefTels 
of war under their command at the 
time of the capture ; which lift mall 
contain the quality of the fervice of 
each perfon on board, and be fub- 
fcribed by the Captain or command- 
ing officer, and three or more of the 
chief officer^ on board. And we do 
hereby require and direct the Com- 
miffioners of our Navy, or any three 
or more of them, to examine, or 
caufe to be examined, fuch lilts by 
the mufter books of fuch ihiys and 
vefTels of war, and lifts annexed 
thereto, to fee that fuch lifts do agree 
with the faid mufter books and an- 
nexed lifts, as to the names, quali- 
ties, or ratings, of the officers, fea- 
men, marines, foldiers, and others 
belonging to fuch fhips and veflels of 
war, and upon requeft forthwith to 
grant a certificate of the truth of any 
fift tranfmitted to them, to the 
Agents nominated and appointed by 
the captors, to take care and dif- 
pofe of fuch prize ; and alfo upon 
application to them (the faid Com- 
jniflioners) they fhall give, or caufe 
to be given, to the faid Agents, all 
fuch lifts from the Mufter-books of 
any fuch fhips of war, and annexed 
lifts, as the faid Agents fhall find 



reqtifite for their direction in pay- 
ing the produce of fuch prizes, and 
otherwife fhall be aiding and aflifting 
to the faid Agents in all fuch matters 
as fhall be necefTary. 

We do hereby further will and 
direct, that the following regulations 
fhall be obferved concerning the one 
eighth part herein before mentioned 
to be granted to the flag, or Flag of- 
ficers who fhall actually be on board 
at the taking of any prize, or lhall 
be directing or affifting therein : firft, 
That a Flag-officer, Commander in 
Chief, when there is but one Flag- 
officer upon fervice, fhall have to 
his own ufe the faid one eighth part 
of the prizes taken by fhips and vef- 
fels under his command : fecondly, 
That a Flag-officer, fent to command 
at Jamaica, or elfewhere, fhall have 
no right to any fhare of prizes taken 
by fhips or vefTels employed there, 
before he arrives at the place to 
which he is fent, and actually takes 
upon him the command : thirdly, 
That when an inferior Flag-officer ii 
fent out to reinforce a fuperior flag 
officer at Jamaica, or elfewhere, the 
fuperior Flag-officer fhall have no right 
to any fhare of prizes taken by the 
inferior Flag-officer, before the infe- 
rior Flag-officer fhall arrive within 
the limits o,f the command of the 
fuperior Flag-officer, and actually re- 
ceive fome order from him : fourthly, 
That a chief Flag-officer returning 
home from Jamaica, or elfewhere, 
fhall have no fhare of the prizes taken 
by the fhips or veflels left behind to 
act under another command : fifthly, 
That if a Flag-officer is fent to com- 
mand in the out-ports of this king- 
dom, he fhall have no fhare of the 
prizes taken by fhips or veflels which 
have failed from that port by order 
from the Admiralty: fixthly, That 
when more Flag-officers than one 
fcrve together, the eighth part of thr 
prizes taken by any fhips or vefTels 
of the fleet or fquadron, /hail be di- 
vided in the following proportions, 

viz. 
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viz. Tf there be but two Flag-oflicers, 
the chief lhall have two third parts 
of the faid one eighth part, and the 
other fhall have the remaining third 
part ; but if the number of Flag-of- 
ficers be more than two, the chief 
lhall have only one half, and the 
other half fhall be equally divided 
amongft the other Flag-officers : fe- 
venthly, That Commodores with Cap- 
tains under them fhall be efteemed as 
flag officers with refpect to the eighth 
part of prizes taken, whether com- 
manding in chief, or ferving under 
command. And we do hereby fur- 
ther order, That in the cafe of cut- 
ters, fchooners, and other armed vef- 
fels commanded by Lieutenants, the 
ihare of fuch Lieutenants mall be 
three eighth parts of the prize, unlefs 
fuch Lieutenants fhtll be under the 
command of a Flag-officer or officers ; 
in which cafe the flag officer or of- 
ficers fhall have one of the faid three 
eighths, to be divided among fuch 
Flag-officer or officers in the manner 
herein before directed in the cafe of 
Captains ferving under Flag-officers : 
fecondly, we direct that the fhare 
of the matter, orVther perfon acting 
as fecond in commnnd, and the pilot, 
(if there happens to be one on board) 
ihall be one eighth part, to be di- 
vided into three equal parts ; of 
which two thirds {hall go to the maf- 
ter, or other perfon acting as fecond 
in command, and the remaining one 
third to the pilot: but if there is no 
pilot, then fuch eighth part to go 
wholly to the'mafter, or perfon acting 
as fecond in command, and the re- 
maining one third tothepilot; but 
if there is no pilot, then fuch eighth 
part to go wholly to the m after or 
perfon acting as fecond in command : 
that the fhare of the Chirurgeon, or 
Chirurgeon'smate, (where there is no 
Chirurgeon) Midfhipmen, and Clerk 
and Steward, fhall be one eighth ; 
That the fhare of ihe Boatfwain's, 
gunners, and carpenter's mates, Yeo- 
men of the Sheets, failmaker, Quar- 



ter-mafter,atjdQuartef-mafler*stvlate, 
fhall be one eighth ; afid the fhare d( 
the feamen, marines, and other per- 
fons on board, affiiting in the cap- 
ture, fhall be two eighth parts. But 
it is our intention, neverthelefs, that 
the above diftribution fhall only ex- 
tend to fuch captures as fhall be 
made by any cutter, fchooner, or 
armed veflel, without any of his Ma* 
jeftyY fhips or veflels of war being 
prefent or within fight of, and adding 
to the encouragement of the captors, 
and terror of the enemy : but in cafe 
any of his Majefty's fhips or veflels 
of w^r fhall be prefent, Or in fight, 
that then the officers, pilots, petty 
officers, and men on board fuch" cut- 
ters and fchooners, or armed vefllls, 
fhall fhare in the fame proportion as 
is allowed to perfons of the like rank 
and denomination on board his Ma* 
jefty's fhips and veflels of war. Laft* 
ly, It is our will and pleafure, That 
this our declaration, and order in 
Council thereupon, fhall extend not 
only to captures from the King of 
Spain, his fubjects, and others inha- 
biting his countries, but alfo fhall 
extend in the like manner to all fhips 
and goods now taken, and not finally 
adjudged and condemned, and di- 
vided, or to be taken hereafter, un- 
der the Act of Parliament of the 
nineteenth year of our reign, enti- 
tled, An Act for the Encouragement 
of Seamen, and for the more fpeedy 
manning of our Navy. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, 
the twenty fifth day of June, One 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
nine, in the nineteenth year of our 



reign 



GOD fave the KING. 



By the KING, 

A P R 0,C L A M A T I O N. 

George R. 

Whereas we have received intelli- 
gence, that preparations are making 
by our enemies to invade this our 
kingdom, the fafety and defence of 

which 
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which requires our utmoft care, and 
wherein by the afliftance aud blcffing 
of God, we are refolved not to be 
wanting ; and to the intent that they 
may not, in cafe of their landing, 
firengrhen themfelves by feizing the 
horfes, oxen, and cattle of bur fub- 
jects, which may b* ufeful to them 
for draught or burthen, or be eafily 
f&pplied with provifions, -we have 
therefore thought fit, and do by our 
Royal Proclamation, by the advice 
of our Privy Council, ftrictly charge 
and command the Warden of the 
Cinque Ports, his Lieutenants, De- 
puty or Deputies, and all and every 
the Lieutenants and Deputy Lieute- 
nants of our countjes, and. all She- 
riffs, Juftices of the Peace, Mayors, 
Bailiffs, and all and every other Offi- 
cers and Minifters, civil and mili- 
tary, within their refpective coun- 
ties, cities, towns, and divifions, 
that they caufe the eoafts to be care- 
fully watched, and upon the firft 
approach of the enemy, immediately 
to caufe all horfes, oxen, and cattle, 
which may be fit for draught or bur- 
then, and not actually employed in 
our fervice, or in the defence of the 
country, and alfo (sis far as may be 
practicable) all other cattle and pro- 
vifions, to be driven and removed 
to fome place of fecurity, and to fixch 
a diftance from the place where the 
enemy (hall attempt, or appear to in- 
tend to land, fo as they may not 
fall into the hands or power of any 
of our enemies; wherein, nevsrthe- 
lefs, it is our will and pleafure, that 
the refpective owners thereof may 
. fuffer as little damage, lofs, or in- 
convenience as may be confident with 
the public fafety : and we do hereby 
further ftrictly charge and command 
all our fubjects to be aiding and 
aflHHng in the execution of this our 
royal command* Given at our Court 
at St. James's the ninth day of July, 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-nine, in the nineteeth year 
of our reign. 

GOD favc the JtlNG. 
Vol, VIIL 



Qbfewatiena en the foresting Pro* 

damation. 

We are now to look into the mea-* 
Aires which the Minifters have adopt- 
ed for our internal defence, and to 
examine their preparations, on a con* 
fefllon of their fears. 

Whilft they obftinately perflfted in 
affirming that the kingdom was in 
perfect fafety, and fhut faft their eyes 
becaufe they did not dare to fee ; w* 
did not wonder that they refufed to 
acknowledge our danger, which was 
their crime; and their total want of 
preparation was accounted for, though 
the guilt was extremely aggravated, 
by their wilful ignorance. Roufed at 
lafl by their near approach, as well a» 
thegreatnefs of the danger, from their 
dreams of fecurity in a fleep which 
they would willingly have protracted 
— they ftart, they are amazc^, and are 
at their wits end. They ftare and gape 
at one another, every man without 
refource in his own judgment, and 
without hope in that of his colleagues. 

In this ftate of defpair and diffrac- 
tion, they call for no civil wifdom to 
direct, for no military abilities to 
affiftthem. It is not in living wif- 
dom they place their truft, nor from 
armed Jilts that they expect fafety. 
All the abfurdities and blunders of 
antiquity are dug up for their imita- 
tion, and long files of Gaxettes are 
emptied of every folly upon record, 
Amongftthefe they find, that in times 
paft there was a proclamation for driv- 
ing cattle. Happy in the difcovcry* 
they feize with avidity on the trea- 
fure;*and having invaded America 
moil fuccefsfuHy by Acts of Parlia- 
ment, they truft that they fhall expel 
an enemy from the he^t of England, 
by precedents from the Londoa 
Gazette. 

The lawyers, under whofe banners 
we have fought with the expected 
fuccefe abroad, are refolved to be Ge- 
nerals at home ; and having of ne- 
ceflity, a ncli profequi granted againfk 
their further proceedings without, 
ihey enter a dilatory pka to gain time 
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of the enferoy within ' the 'kingdom* •' 
The refujt of .all is a Proclamation 
for driving cattle and removing pro- 
vifions from the fea coaft. They find 
a precedent for it in the year 1756, 
and Satisfied with that, they tjrink no 
further about the matter. They ne- 
ver aflced whether it had produced 
any effect m former times, or was 
likely to be of any ufe at prcfent: it . 
was enough that there was a precedent 
for it.' Every ftep they took in mak- 
ing war upon America trampled up- 
OT our liberties, and, in the fame 
fpirit, their firft meafureof felf-de- 
fence, is the definition of our pro- 
perty. * ^ 

All this might be borne, did this 
paper barrier, this fortification of pre- 
cedent, promife'us the fmalleft fecu- 
rity ; or if the wifdom of our Mini- 
f*ers*Kad ihftrucled us in the mode of 
executing what their authority com- 
manded ; and had fuggefted fome 
probability of dijlreffing the enemy, 
by the certain wafting of our own 
country* 

I have no doubt, that laying watte 
a part of one's own country may 
fometimes, in the miferies attendant 
on war, be a neceflary meafure ; and 
that deftroying our own provifions 
may poflibly diftrefs an invader. But 
furely that country is little worth 
fighting for, whofe fole defence is in 
felf- destruction, and whofe govern- 
ment can devife no other means of 
keeping out an enemy, but by ren- 
dering it not worth his porfefiing. 
But our, Mimfters laugh at all this, 
and tell you they are governed by 
precedent* Some how or other, with 
great deference to them, I have juft 
now my fears of a defence by prece- 
dent. ' I do not think highly of 
French and Spanifh humanity; but 
I truft and hope, if for our fins we 
fhould be put to the trial in our cafe, 
that no civilized enemy will" think 
llimfelf j.nftified in changing the 
'modes of war now happily adopted 
'in Europe, by the very recent prece- 



dents which our Minifters" have re- 
corded in very ftrong characters far 
their infraction, by our mode of 
making war in America^ 

But let; its take this meafure as it 
is, and having it held out to us is our 
fole defence, let us prepare'to execute 
this miniiterial mandate ; and 'for *hat . 
purpofe, let us endeavour to urtder- 
ftandt^e'Royal Proclamation. 

" Upon tne appearance of the ene- 
my, the cattle and provifions are to 
be driven and removed irorii the fea 
coaft."— -Such is the order. How 
are we to underftand it I — Firftj what 
is to be accounted the appearance of 
tire enemy, which is to call for this 
driving and removal ? — Is it at the 
fight of three, or of three hundred 
fail ? Is it to be afcertained by the 
cool judgment of fome', or the tur- 
bulent panic of others of the inha- 
bitants? Who are authorized to de- 
termine for the whole ; or is every 
man to ad for himfelf ? Has any at- 
tention been paid to any of thefe 
particulars ? > Certainly not in thtf 
Proclamation; and I do not hear that 
they have been, or are otherwife 
thought of; and yet, furely, fome 
coercion may be neceflary to compel 
fturdy or interefted obftinacy not to 
defpife a great fleet ; and to controul 
the timid, whofe fears may magnify 
and multiply a few fifhing boats into 
formidable fquadrons. No criterion 
is fixed, nor is any authority efla- 
blifhed, whereby the appearance of 
an enemy, within the meaning of the 
Proclamation, may be determined. 
Every man is left to judge for him- 
felf, and no means are prepared for* 
executing this meafure, when real 
danger approaches, or preventing its 
deftructive confequences on every 
falfe alarm. 

Further; — the cattle, &c. are to 
be driven from that coaft,' on which 
the enemy appears. Very well ! — 
They appear on the coaft of Corn- 
wall ; — drive and remove all cattle 
and provifions !— -They pafs on to De<- 
vonfhire. 
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ronfhire.— prive ti^e, and-retun, 
like the Patriarchs, with your flocks 
and your herds, your hprfes* atid your 
afles^T to the coaft of Cornwall. The 
wind ftiifts, and the enemy again 
appear -on the Cornifti coaft.— The 
fame driving then, and the like re- 
turn into^ I>evdniaire ! Both" t tljefe 
coafts are. paused, and the fame game 
is to : b'e, played jn Dorfetfhire, in 
Hampfhire,. ia Suffex, in Kent, and 
in £fl$x. Not one word of direction 
or inftru^lion is given by which this 
ruinous., confufion may be prevented, 
this undefenfive deftru&ion avoided. 
The precedent did not furnifh it, 
and the. wifdom of a Lawyer, though 
afTuming the part of a General, can* 
not travel out of the record. 

Again; — to what diftance from 
the coaft are the cattle to be driven 
and the provisions removed i — Not 
a word on this furely moft material 
matter; and to avoid this, our Mi- 
nifters (hut their eyes on the claufe 
of their precedent, which could alone 
make it common fenfe, as if it was 
©ffenfive to their fight. That pre- 
cedent prefcribes twenty miles. This 
they have omitted, left they might 
be juflly charged with not exceeding 
their predeceflbrs in abfurdity. 

We muft alfo enquire, ihould the 
enemy arrive, as is raoft likely, in 
harveli time, whether the Handing 
corn is to be deflroyed, and to what 
depth from die coaft. No light is 
given in this alfo moft important 
concern. If it be left {landing, the 
enemy are fupplied moft abundantly; 
if it be deftroyed, — who ihall guaran T 
tee us from famine, upon the total 
dcftru&ion of the crops in fo many, 
and fome of them great corn coun- 
tries, and alas ! — we no longer have 
America to refort to, as on occafions 
of former famine. 

But it fcems it is our duty to com- 
ply with onr Minifters in the erection 
of this their only battery, and put the 
whole country into motion, driving 
and removing ; reddving and fctunvr 



ing.— — My geod Lord Prefiden*, 
whither are we to drive, and who is to 
receive the cattle and provifions r 
Who a're„appointcd to take an ac- 
count, or any other care of them'f 
— No one. — Total fdence on this ; as 
if his Majefty's Minifters thought 
that they had fulty difcharged their 
duty to their Sovereign, when they 
had pointed out to the fubjecl the 
means by, which he might deftroy 
his yet remaining property ; a de T 
ftruclion in which the French and 
Spaniards, the pacific friends of our 
warlike rtlinifters, are coming, as jthc 
Proclamation tells us, to lend their 
willing amftance. As to relief or in 7 
tlemnity for the wafte and havock they 
recommend and enjoin ; fo far front 
being promifed, it is not even hinteo^ 
Their contractors, however, with the; 
well-known Mr. Mellifh at their 
head, will have fine markets, and hej 
may be enabled to give the old meif 
at Greenwich Hofpital ox beef, with 
as much profit to himfelf, as he hkf 
hitherto made by feeding them witi 
that of bulls. 

We are, further, led to afkour Mi* 
nifters — whether the inhabitants are 
to remove together with their corn 
and cattle ? If they are, the fate of 
their houfes and furniture is eafily 
forefecn, but their future indemnihV 
cation is not at all ihewn. The Royal 
Proclamation is quite filent on thig 
head, and it is therefore probable that 
the inhabitants being left to their 
choice, will ftay in their houfes, efpe- 
cially in the towns. If fo, are they 
to keep any and what provifions ? I 
prefume they muft. Why then, I 
apprehend that the enemy will, at 
haft, ihare with them ; and that, 
having pofTeffion both of them and 
their houfes, the fecurity will be 
pretty good for the return of their 
cattle and all kind ofprovifion; or 
that, if the mercy of our Minifters 
ihould refufe the return of what their 
wifdom has ordered the removal, the 
inhabitants muft anfwer in their per- 
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Tons for the deficiency of their 
barns. 

But, if all pcrfons, men, women, 
and children, arc to remove, with all 
their effects, in the name of common 
fenfe, and common humanity, ought 
pot that Minuter, who commanded 
fuch a removal, to have, at leaft ? 
thought of fome place for their re- 
ception; of fome kind of even partial 
fecurity for the protection of their 
perfons from the ipclemency of the 
ikies ^ and of their property from the 
lawlefs depredation of robbers, and 
the legal plunder of contractors. 

J couH proceed much further on 
this fobject; but there is enough faid, 
at leaft for the prefent, and I really 
iicken at the view of fo much mifery 
ip unfeelingly ordered; at the confi- 
deration of the enemy's office taken 
but of" their hands; and, laying wafte 
iphe country held out by thofe who 
ought to protect it, as the only me- 
thod of defence. Surely it is time, 
that the people, in their feveral coun- 
ties, mould afTemble to think for 
themfelves ; they need little fear that 
the refult of their councils can be 
more effectual for their ruin, or more 
inefficacious for their defence, than 
the means pointed out by the Procla- 
mation, the firft effort, and the laft 
hope of the Minifters. 

But the people feem loft in a flu- 
pld apathy, the effect ef the only fuc- 
cefsful policy of our minifterial guar- 
dians ! To thefe Mipifters themfelves 
3 would, however, ju(l hint, that their 
fuceefs againft the fpirit, integrity, 
virtue and liberty of the nation, may 
be more complete than even they have 
defired ; and that the prefent fu- 
pinenefs of the people may not arife 
from fubmiflion to them, but from 
indifference to every thing; that, 
having loft, even to hopes, the prime 
blefiings of civil fociety, a wife and 
well-condscted adminiftration of their 
affairs, they are not anxious to defend 
what is left; and that they neither 
|tnew nor apprehend any great (JiiFe- 



rence between French DEsrfertsM 
aqd Englijh Mis-government. 

A M A N I F E S T O 

Difplaying the Motives and ConduM 
of his most Christian Ma- 
jesty towards England. 
TRANSLATION. 

When the fovereign difpdfer of 
events called his Majefty to the 
throne, France enjoyed the moil pro- 
found peace. Thp firft concern of 
his Majefty wa« to fipiify to all the 
powers of Europe, his fincere defire, 
that the b,|effmgs of peace might be 
perpetuated to hb kingdom. This 
gracious difpofition of hb Majefty 
was generally applauded ; the King 
of England in particular teftified hb 
fatisfaction, and gave his Majefty the 
moil expreffive aflurances of fincere 
friendfhip. Such a reciprocity of 
fentiment juftified his Majefty in be- 
lieving, that the Court of London 
was at Iaft difpofed to adopt a mode 
of conduct more equitable and friend- 
ly, than that which had been adopted 
fince the conclufion of the peace of 
1763, and that a final flop would be 
put to thofe various acls of tyranny^ 
which his fubjects had in every quar- 
ter of the globe experienced on the 
part of England, from the aera above 
mentioned. His Majefty perfuaded 
himfelf that he could ftill place the 
greater reliance on the King of Eng- 
land's protections, as the primordial 
feed of the American revolution be- 
gan to unfold itfelf in a manner 
highly alarming to the interell of 
Qreat Britain. 

But, the Court of London, vainly 
imputing that to fear or feeblenefs, 
which was only the natural effect ef 
his Majefty's pacific difpofition, 
ftrictly adhered to her cuftomary 
fyftem, and continued every harraf- 
fing act of violence againft the com- 
merce, and the navigation of his Ma* 
jelly's fubjects. His Majefty repre- 
fenfed thefe outrages to the King of 
England with the uun,oft candoui*, 
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and}«dging of Ms fentlments by his 
•wn, his Majefty had the greateft 
confidence, that the grievances would 
be no fooner made known to the 
King of England, than he would re- 
drefs them. Nay, further, his Ma- 
jefty being thoroughly acquainted 
with the embarraflment which the 
affairs of North America had occa- 
iioned the Court of London, chari- 
tably forbore to increafe that embar- 
raflment, by infilling too haftily on 
thofe raparation of injuries, which 
the Englifh Minifters had never 
ceafed to promife, nor ever failed to 
evade. 

Such was the pofition of affairs be- 
tween the two Courts, when the mea- 
fures of the Court of London com- 
pelled the Englifh coloniih to have 
leconrfe to arms to preferve their 
rights, their privileges, and their li- 
berty. The whole world knows the 
xra when this brilliant event fhone 
forth ; the multiplied and unfuccefs- 
ful efforts made by the Americans to 
bereinftated in the bofonl of their 
mother country ; the difdainful man- 
ner in which they were fpurned by 
England ; and finally : the act of 
Independence, which was at length, 
and could not but have been the ne- 
ceiTary refult of this treatment. 

The war in which the United States 
t>f North America found themfelves 
involved, with regard to England, 
necefTari I y compelled them to explore 
the means of forming connections 
with the other powers of Europe, and 
of opening a direct commerce with 
them. Hi$ Majefty would have ne- 
glected the" moft efTential interefts of 
his kingdom, were he to have refufed 
the Americans adraiflion into his 
ports, or that participation of com- 
mercial-advantages which is enjoyed 
J>y every other nation. 
* This conduct, fo much the refult 
of jufliceand of wifdom, was adopt- 
ed by far the greater part of the com- 
jnercial ftates of Europe; yet it gave 
pccaflon to the Court of London, to 



prefer her reprefentatlons, and givtf 
vent to all the bitternefs of complaint. 
She imagined, no doubt, that (he had 
but to employ her ufual ftyle of 
haughtinefs and ambition, to obtain 
of France an unboundeddeference to 
her will. But, to the moft unrea- 
fonable proportions, and the moft 
intemperate meafures, his Majefty op- 
pofed nothing but the calmnefs of 
juftice, and the moderation of reafbn. 
His Majefty gave the King of Eng- 
land plainly to understand, that he 
neither was, nor did he pretend to be 
a judge of the difputes with his Co- 
lonies; much lefs would it become 
his Majefty to avenge his quarrel: 
that in confequence his Majefty was 
under^ no obligation to treat the 
Americans as rebels ; to exclude them 
from his ports, and to prohibit them 
from all commercial intercourfe with 
his fubjects. Notwithstanding, his 
Majefty was very ready to fhackle, as 
much as depended on him, the expor- 
tation of arms and military ftores; 
and gave the moft pofitive aflurance, 
not only that he would not protect 
this fpecies of commerce, but that he 
would alfo allow England free per- 
miffion W> ftop thofe of his fubjects 
who mould be detected in carrying on 
fuch illicit traffic, obferving only the 
faith of treaties, and the laws and 
the ufages of the fea. His Majefty 
went ftill further ; he was fcrupu- 
loufly exact in obferving every com- 
mercial ftipulation in the Treaty of 
Utrecht, although it was daily vio- 
lated by the Court of London, and 
England, at the very time, had re- 
fufed to ratify it in all its parts. As 
a confequence of the amicable part 
thus taken by his Majefty, he inter- 
dicted the American privateers from 
arming in his ports; he would nei- 
ther fuffer them to fell their prizes, 
nor to remain one moment longer in 
the ports of France, than was con- 
fident with the ftipuiations of the 
above treaty. His Majefty flrictly 
enjoined his fubjects not* to purchafc 
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fyth j?we$ ; and, fa cafe ^ef disobe- 
dience th^y were threatened with con- 
ization. Theft acts, on the part of 
fcis M^Ay, had the defired effect. 
£u( all, tjiefe *&s, diftinguifhed. as 
i?,eU by their coadefcenfion, as. by 
tbfir ftrjft adherence to the fpirh and 
IfMfrof a>;treaty, whkh hk Mijefty 
{had be been fo difpofed) might have 
fconfidewd as aon-exiftiag; all thefie 
^fts. jyere, far from ^itisfying the 
Co*rr : pf Lo$<k»> ,,TMt/C;oort af- 
fc#e4'to confidef k*s Majpfty p*. rei- 
fgonfible. for all. traitfgreffions, aU 
ihoogb the. King of England, not- 
wkbSa^djnfg a iolei^ *€fc ^f .Parlia- 
iB^t, c^uld! not himi>lf jptfeyent hi* 
<^n n>erch4nw from .furnifting the 
. North-American Colonies wjth Kier- 
^handiae and even nftUta*y#or$s> . 

Jtis eafy to- conceive how the re- 
filial «£ yielding to tfc# affuming de- 
mands, aad arbitrary pretenfions of 
England, would mortify the feif- 
futhciency,of thatjKwer, and revive 
its ancient animofity tp France. She 
was the more irritated from her hav- 
ing begun to experience feme checks 
in America, which prognotticated to 
her the irrevocable ieparation of her 
CoJoftHes^and from forefeeiggthe in- 
evitable calamities and lofles follow- 
ing fMch a Reparation ; and obferving 
France profiting by that commerce, 
which (he, with a» iuconfiderate hand, 
Jjad thrown away, and adopting every 
mean* to lender her flagrefpecuble. 

Taefe are rho combined caufes 
which have increafed the def pair of 
the Court of London, and have led 
her to cover the feas with her. priva- 
teers, furnifhed with letters of marque 
conceived in the moft offensive terms; 
to violate without, fcrupje the faith of 
treaties, to, harrafs, under the molt 
frivolous, and,* abfurd pretences, the 
trade and navigation of his Majesty's 
Jubjects.; to aflame to htrfelf a tyran- 
nical empire of the icz; to prescribe 
unknown and inadmiilible laws and 
regulations j to infult on many occa- 
fions hie Majtltv's flag ; in $u>rt,- to 



infringe on his territories, as vvett i% 
Europe as in America, }n the moil 
marked and characlcriilic ftyle of ia T 
fuk. 

If his Majefly had been lefs attend 
live to the facred. rights of humanity 5 
if he had been more prodigal of tho 
blood of his fubje&s : in fhort, if, in* 
ftead of following the benevolent im- 
pulfe of his nature, he had fought to 
aveflge wounded honour, he could not 
have hefitated a moment to make ufe 
of reprifals, and to repel thofe infults 
which had been offered to his dignity, 
by the force of his arms. But his Ma- 
jefty ftifled even his juft refentments. 
He was defirous that the meafure of his 
goodnefs might overflow, becaufehs 
iiill, retained fuch an opinion of his 
enemies as to expect, they would yield 
that to moderation and amicable ad-i 
juftniertt on his part, which their own 
intereils required of them. 

It was thefe confiderations which 
moved his Majefty to detail the whole 
of his complaints to the Court of 
London. This detail was accompa- 
nied with the moft feriousreprefenta-, 
tions, his Majefty being defirous rjiat 
the King of England fliould not be 
left in any uncertainty, as to his Ma- 
jefty's actual determination to mainr 
tain his own dignity inviolate; to 
protect the rights and interests of his 
fubjects ; and to render his ilag re> 
fpectable. But the Court of London 
aifecled to obferve an ofFenfive filencc 
on every grievance reprefented by his 
Majefty's AmbafTador, and when U 
was determined to vouchfafe an apr 
fwer, it was an eafy matter to deny 
the belt authenticated facts; to ad- 
vance principles contrary to the law 
of nations; to pcfitive treaties; to 
marine ui'age ; and to encourage 
judgments without juilice* and oen- 
tifcations without mercy, not leaving ' 
the injured even the means of appeal. 
At the fame time that the Court 0/ 
London put the moderation and f<w> 
bearance of the King to the fevereft 
trial, in the ports of England there 
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were preparations making and arma- 
ments equipping, which could not 
have America for their object ; the 
defign was too determinate to be mif- 
taken. His Majefty, therefore, found 
it indifpenfible to make fuch difpo- 
fitions op his part, as might be fufR- 
cient to prevent the evil defigns of 
his enemy, at the fame time provide 
again ft depredations andahfultsfimi- 
lar to thoffe committed in 1755. 

In this ftate of things Jiis Majefty r 
who had hitherto reje&ed the over- 
tures of the United States of North- 
America, (And that in con trad iclioa 
to his moft pceffing incerefts) now. 
perceived that he had. not a moment 
00 lofe in concluding a treaty with 
them. Their Independence: bad- been 
declared and eftablifhed; England 
herfelfhad in fome fort recognized 
that Independence, by permitting the 
exiftence of acls which carried every 
implication of fovereignty. Had it 
been the intention of bis Majefty to 
deceive England, and to adopt mea- 
sures for the purpofe of covering the 
deception, he might have drawn the 
veil of fecrecy over his engagements 
with his now allies ; but the princi- 
ples of juftice, which have ever di- 
rected his Majefty, and his fincere 
defire of preferving peace, were de- 
cifive inducements for him to purfue 
a conduct more generous and noble: 
his Majefty conceived it a duty 
which he owed to himfelf, to notify 
to the King of England the alliance 
he had formed with the United States. 
Nothing could be more fimpteor lefs 
offenftve than the refcript delivered 
by his Majefty's Ambaflador to the 
Britiih Minifter. But, the Council 
of St. James's were not of this opi- 
nion, and the King of England, after 
having firft broken the peace, by re- 
calling his Ambaflador, announced to 
his Parliament the Declaration of his 
Majefty, as an «# of hoftility, as a 
formal and premeditated aggrefTton. 
■ft wouWbeinfulting credulity tofup- 
poCs it can be believed, thai his- Ma- 



jefty V recognition of the Iadepeu* 
dence of the Thirteen United Stater 
of America, mould of itfeif have fi> 
irritated the King of England ; that 
Prince, without doubt, is well ac- 
quainted with all thofe in fiances of 
the kind which not only the Britifli 
annals, but his own reign *an futoiih. 
His refentment is founded on another 
principle. The Frcnck treaty de-J 
feated and rendered ofeleft die plaa 
formed at London for the fudden and 
precarious coalition that was about to 
be formed with America,- and It 
baffled thofe fecret projects (adopted 
by his -Britannic Majefty for that pur- 
pose*. The real caufe of that ex* 
•treme animofity which the Kiag o£ 
England has .mamfefted, and whick 
he has communicated to his 1'arlia* 
men t^ was the not being able to re- 
gain America, and turn her arms 
againft France. 

A conduct thus extraordinary, 
taught his'Mnjefty what he had to 
expeel from the Court of London ; 
and, even had there remained a poi- 
Ability of doubt, the immenfe pre* 
parations carrying on in the diiFerent 
ports of England with redoubled vi- 
gour, would have cleared up the 
doubt, Meafures fo manifeitly di- 
rected againft France, had tbe effect 
of impofmg a law on his Majefty ; 
he put himfelf in a condition to repel 
force by force ; it was with this view 
that he hailened the equipment of his 
armaments, and that he difpatched a 
fquadron to America under the com- 
mand of Compte D'Eilaing., 

It is notorious that the armaments 
of France were in a condition tJ a^t 
offenfively, long before thofe of Eng- 
land were prepared. It was in hi 3 
Majefty's power to have made a fud- 
den and a moft fenfiblc impreflion on 
England. The King was avowedly- 
engaged in the enterprise, and his 
plans were on the point of being car- 
ried into execution, when the bare 
whifper of peace ftayed his hand, and 
fufpended their execution-, flis Ca- 
tholic 
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tfarfic Majefty imparted to the King 
the defire of the Court of London 
to avail herfclf of the mediation of 
Spain on the fubjed of conciliation. 
Bat hii Catholic Majefty would not 
engage to act as mediator, without 
a previous aflurance of his good of- 
fices being unequivocally accepted, in 
% cafe where he interpofed without 
being made acquainted with theprin-' 
cipal objects, which were to ferve as 
the bafis of the negociation. 

The King received the overture 
with a fatisfaclion proportioned to (he 
wifh he had uniformly exprcfTed for 
the continuance of peace. Notwith- 
Handing the King of Spain had pro- 
felled it to be a matter of perfect in- 
difference to him, whether his medi- 
ation was accepted or not ; and that 
notwithstanding the overtures he 
made, he left the King, his nephew, 
entirely at liberty to act as he thought 
proper, yet his Majefty not only con- 
tented to the mediation, but heim-. 
mediately countermanded the failing 
of the fireft fleet, and he agreed to 
communicate his conditions of peace 
the moment that England mould ex- 
prefs in pofitive terms, a defire of re- 
conciliation, in which the United 
States of North-America were to be 
comprehended, France, by no means 
entertaining an idea of abandoning 
them ; there could not furely be any 
thing more conformable to the often-* 
jible wifhes of the Court of London, 
than this propofal. His Catholic 
Majefty loft not a moment to difcufs 
the bufinefs with the King of Eng- 
land and his Minifter ; but it was 
quickly difcovered by the Court of 
Madrid, that the Engliih Minifters 
were not fincere in their overtures for 
peace. The Britifh Minifter talked 
cxpreAly of his Majefty withdrawing 
the refcript which had been delivered 
by his AmbafTador on the 1 3 th of 
March, 1778, as a preliminary and 
absolutely neceflary ftep to reconcili- 
ation. Such an anfwer was injurious 
to Spain as well as to France ; and it 



developed the hoftile intentions of 
England, in the cleareft point of view. 
Both monarchs viewed each other 
with amazement ; and although his 
Majefty (always animated with the 
love of peace) left the Catholic King 
to atft as he thought molt prudent 
with refpect to continuing his medi- 
ation, yet he judged it expedient to 
command his Charge des Affaires at 
London, to obferve a profound filence 
on the fubject. 

The hope of peace continued, 
however, to flatter the difpofition of 
his Majefty, until the fleets com- 
manded by the Admirals Keppel and 
Byron, failed out of port. Then it 
was, that the veil of deception which 
had ferved to cover the real intentions 
of the Court of London, was rent 
afunder. It was no longer pofCble to 
place confidence in her infidious pro- 
feffions, nor could the aggreflive de- 
fign of England be any longer doubt- 
ed. The face of things being thus 
changed, his Majefty found himfelf 
obliged to rrfake an alteration in thofe 
meaiures he had previously, adopted, 
for thefecurity of his pofleffions, and 
to preferve the commerce of his fub- 
jccls. The event will very foon de- 
monftrate his Majefty 's forefight to 
have been juft. The world can wit- 
nefs in what manner his Majefty's 
frigate, the Belle Poule was attacked 
by an Engliih frigate, within view 
of the coaft of France, nor is it Iefi 
notorious that two other frigates, and 
a fmaller veiTel, were furprifed and 
carried into the ports of England. 
The departure of the fleet under 
Compte d'Orvilliers became abfe- 
lutely neceflary, to fruftrate the de- 
figns of the enemies of his Ma- 
jefty's Crown, and to revenge the 
infults his flag had received. PRO- 
VIDENCE difpofed the triumph 
in favour of his Majefty's arms: 
Compte d'Orvilliers, after be- 
ing attacked by the Engliih fleet, 
forced them to retreat with cooiide- 
rable damage. 

Sine* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 161 ) 



Since that period hoftilities have been 
continued without any declaration of, 

. war. The Court of London has not 
declared . it, becaufe (he would be 

' Wanting in reafons to juftify her con- 
duct. Nor has fhe dared to accufe 
France publicly of being the aggref- . 
for, after three of his Majefty's vef- 
fels had been captured by the Eng- 

] lifh fleet; and fhe felt that fhe would . 
have ample caufe to blufh, when the 
execution of thofe orders fhe had fent 

1 clandeftinely to India fhould have 
opened the tyes of all Europe to the 
degree of reliance which can be 
placed in her pacific profcffions, and 
fhould have enabled every Power in* 
it to determine, to which of the two 
Power*, France or England, the term 
of Perjidiotts moft properly applies, 
an epithet which the Englifh Minifter 
lofes no opportunity of bellowing 
upon France- 

As to the King* if he" has deferred 
notifying to the world the multiplied 
injuries he has fuftained from the 
Court of London $ if he has delayed 
demonstrating the abfolute neceflity 
of his having rqcourfe to arms ; fuch 
a procrafti nation on the part of his 
Majefty* has been owing to a fond 
hope that the Englifh Minifter would 
at laft recollect himfelf, and, that 
either juftice, or the more critical 
fituation into which he has plunged 
his country, would have prevailed on 
him to change his conduct. 

This hope appeared to have been 
the better founded, as the Englifh 
Minifter was continually difpatching 
fiis emiflaries to found his Majefly's 
difpofitions* at the very time the 
King of Spain was negociating with 
him for peace* His Majefty, fo far 
from belying thofe fentiments which 
he had always exprefled, liftened with 
eagernefs to the advice of the King, 
his uncle; and, to convince that 
Prince of his perfevering fincerity, his 
Majefty entrufted him without referve, 
with thofe very moderate conditions, 
On which his Majefty would moft 
£ladly have laid down his arms. 

, Vo&.vin. 



The Catholic King communicated 
to the Court of London the affuran- 
ces he had received from his Majefty, 
and he urged that Court to perfect the 
reconciliation, which fhe had long 
fo earneftly affected to defire. But 
the Englifh Minifter, although con- 
ftantly feigning a defire of peace, 
never returned an ingenuous anfwer 
to the King of Spain, but was per- 
petually infulting his Catholic Ma- 
jefty, with a tender of inadmiffible 
, proportions, quite foreign to the 
fubject of difpute. 

It was now clear from the moft iri* 
difputable evidence, that England 
didnotwifh for peace, and that (he 
negociated for no other purpofe 
but to gain time to make the nccef- 
fary preparations for war* The King 
of Spain was perfectly fenfible of this 
truth; nor was he lefs fenfible how 
much his own dignity was commit- 
ted, yet his heart anticipated the ca- 
lamities of war, and he forgot his 
own wrongs in his anxious wifh for 
peace. He even fuggefted a new 
planof aceffation of arms for a term 
of years; This plan was perfectly 
agreeable to his Majefty, on condi- 
tion that the United States of Ame- 
rica fhould be comprifed in the pro- 
posal, and that during the truce, 
they fhould be treated as indepen- 
pendentj To render it more eafy 
for the King of England to fubferibe 
to this efTenuai ftipulation, his Ma* 
jeiky confented that he ftiould eithef 
treat immediately with Congrefs, of 
through the mediation of the King 
of Spain* 

In confequence of thefe overtures* 
his Catholic Majefty difpatched his 
plan to the Court of London. Be- 
sides the time limited for the fufpen* 
fion of hoftilities (during which the 
United States were to be confidercd 
asindependent dtfatlo) his Catho- 
lic Majefty took it on himfelf to pro- 
pofe, relatively to America, that each 
party fhould have the poffeffion of 
what (hey occupied at the time of 
£g n ing the treaty of fufpenfion* 

Y guaranteed 
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guaranteed to them. Such infinite 
pains did the King of Spain take to 
flop the efFufion of human blood! 

There is not a doubt but that 
thefe conditions mud appear to every 
well judging perfon, iuch as would 
have been accepted ; they were, how- 
ever, formally reje&ed by the Court 
of London, nor has that Court 
fhewn any difpofition to peace, un- 
lefs on the abfurd condition that his 
Majefty fhould abandon the Ame- 
ricans, and leave them to them- 
felves. i 

After this afflicting declaration, 
the continuation of the war is be- 
come inevitable ; and therefore his 
Majefty has invited the Catholic 
-King, to join him in virtue of their 
reciprocal engagements, to avenge 
their refpe&ive injuries, and to put 
an end to that tyrannical empire 
whigh England has ufurped andpre- 
-tends to maintain upon the ocean. 

This fuccindt expofure of the po- 
litical views, and the progreffive 
ieries of events which have occa- 
iioned the prefent rupture between 
the Courts of Verfailles and London 
will enable all Europe to draw a pa- 
rallel between the conduct of his 
•Majefty, and that of the King of 
England; to render juftice to the 
purity and dire&nefs of intention, 
which during the whole of- the dif- 
pute has chara&erifed his Majefty; 
and finally, all Europe will be ena- 
bled by this publication to judge, 
which of the two Sover«igns is the 
real author of the war, which af- 
flicts their kingdoms ; and which 
of the two pocentates will be an- 
fwerable at the tribunal of Heaven, 
for that train of calamities occa- 
iioned by the war ! . 

Paris, 1779. 
Publijbei by^tutbority. 



' Yranjlaiion of two Royal Chedules of 
the King of Spain* 
" Don Carlos, by the Grace of 
God, King of Caftile, Leon, Arra- 



gon, the Two Sicilies, Jerufalem, 
Navarre, Granada, Toledo, Valen- 
cia, Galiicia, Majorca, Seville, Sar- 
dinia, Cordova, Corfica, Murcia, 
Jaen, the Algarves, Algazires, G/£- 
raltar y the Canary Iflands, the Eafl 
and Weft Indies, the Iflands and 
Terra Firma, of the Ocean — Arch- 
duke of Auftria, Duke of Burgundy*, 
Brabant, and Milan, Count of Hapf- 
burg, Flanders, Tirol, and Barce- 
lona, Lord of Bifcay, and Molina, 
&c. 

" To my Council, to the Prefi- 
dents, and Auditors of my audien- 
cies and chanceries ; to the Alcaldes 
[Mayors] and Alguazits [Conftables] 
of my Houfhold and Court. To the 
Corrigidors [Judges] Affiftants, Go- 
vernors, Alcaldes Majors [Chief 
Mayors] and ordinary, as well of 
the Crown as of their Lordlhips, to 
the abbeys and religious orders, and 
to all other perfons of whatfoever 
rank, quality, and condition they 
may be, in the cities, towns, and 
places of my Kingdoms and Lord- 
lhips; you are to know, that the 
21ft of this month I thought proper 
to addrefs to my Council a decree, 
concluded in thefe terms, and figned 
by my hand : 

" In fpite of the earneft defire I 
have always had, to preferve to my 
faithful and well-beloved fubjecls the 
ineftimable advantage of peace ; and 
notwithftanding the extraordinary 
efforts that I have made at all times, , 
but particularly in the prefent critical 
circumftances of Europe, to obtain 
•fo eflential an object, carrying my 
moderation and patience to an ex- 
treme, I beheld myfelfat laft under 
the hard necefiity of ordering my 
AmbafTador, the Marquis d'Alma- 
dovar, to retire from ihe Court of 
•London, firft delivering in to the 
Minifter a declaration (a copy of 
which is annexed) reported to my 
Council, by my Firft Secretary of 
State ; as I found my own refpeft, 
and the honour of my Crown, de- 
manded it of mc« At the fame tim« 

l>caufed.t 
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Icaufed circular letters* to be written 
to my Ambafladors and Minifters at 
other Courts, (of which the follow- 
ing is a copy) of the original that 
was given into the faid Council.— 
The Council will take care to expe>- 
dite the orders and neceflary advices, , 
that all my fubje&s may be informed 
of my prefent royal refolution, and 
that they flop all communication, 
trade, or commerce, between them 
and the fubjecis of the Britifh King. 
" Given at Aranjuez, the zi it of 
Junfr 1779. 
Addreiled, 
« To the Governor of the Council." 

[Here is inferttd a Copy of the ke~ 
fcript * delivered by the Spanijh Am* 
haffador to Lord Weymouth, 
vubicb the reader will find in page 
132. Then follows the circular 
letter in tbefe words .-] 

" By the annexed copy of the de- 
claration which the Marquis d'Alma* 
dovar, the King's Ambaffador to his 
Britannic Majefty, gives to the Engr 
lifli Minifter, on his leaving that, 
Court, you will fee the very weighty 
motives which have induced his Ma- 
jefty to take that refolution ; being 
at length weary of fuffering fuch 
great and numerous mortifications 
from the Britifh cabinet, and Eng- 
lilh navy, as is (hewn in the faid 
Declaration. You make what ufe of 
this information you judge conve- 
nient; and that it may ferve for a 
new teftimony of the juftice and in- 
difpenfible neceffity which ac~tua,tes 
bis Majefty on this occafion, it is 
neceflary to add three particulars for 
your inftru&ion. Firjf, That whfrA 
the Court of London lought to amufe 
that of Spain, in feeking delays, and 
in finally refufing to admit the ho- 
nourable and equitable propoials 
which his Majefty maiie, in quality 
of mediator, to rc-eftablifh peace 
between France, England, and the 
American provinces, the, Britifh ca- 
binet offered, clandeilinely, by means 



of fecret emiflaries, Condition of 
like> fubftance with the propositions 
of his Majefty. Secondly, That thefe 
offers and conditions not to ftrange 
or indifferent perfons, but direcily and 
immediately to the Minifter of the 
American provinces, refiding at Pa- 
ris. Thirdly, That the Britifh Mini- 
fter hath omitted nothing f to pro- 
cure, by many other methods, new 
enemies (o his Majefty ; hoping, no 
doubt, to divide his attention, and 
the cares of his Crown. — So God 
keep you in his holy protection t 
&c." 

My above royal decree, having 
been published in my Council, it 
hath ordered it to be executed. la 
confequence thereof, I order all, and 
each of you, ia your refpedive dif- 
tricls and jurifdi&ions, that as foon 
as you ihall have received my faid 
decree, and fhall have feen my refo* 
lution contained therein, that yoa 
obferve, accompliih, and execute it; 
and caufe it to be obferved, accoin* 
pi ifhed, and executed, in all and 
every place, conformable to its te-» 
nor ; giving orders, and making 
convenient difpofitions, that my faid 
royal determination be known to all 
my fubjects ; and that they ceafe 
from all communication, trade, and 
commerce between themfelves and 
the fcbje&sof the Britifh King — Fok 

SUCH IS MV FLEA.SURB. 

And that the fame credit be given 
to the printed copy of this printed 
Chedule, certified by Don Antonio 
Martinez Sal azar, my Secretary, Re- 
gifter of Refolutions, and oldeft 
Clerk of the Government and Cham- 
ber of my Council, as to the origi- 
nal. 

Given at Aranjuez, the 22d of 
June, 1779. 

Signed I. the Kino. 
Signs a little lower, 

f, Don Juan Francifco de Lafii/t, 
Secretary to, the King our 
Lord, have written this pre- 
fent, by his order, 
Y z . AVk 
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; AHo ijpied " * 

Don Manuel Ventura Figueroa^ 
Don Manuel de Villdfane, 
Don Manuel Doz, 
Don Raymundo de Irabien, 
Don Bids de Kjnojofa, 
Regiftered. Don Nicolas Verdugo. 

Second Royal Chedule contains a? 

follows : 

I ths King,* 

la fpitc of the earneft defire that T 
have always had to procure the hi- 
eftimable advantages of peace to my 
faithful and well-beloved fubjefts, 
and notwkhftanding the extraordi- 
nary efforts which I have always 
made, more especially in the prefent 
critical Hate of affaire in Europe, to 
obtain that effential object, carrying 
my patience and ' moderation to the 
utmoft degree ; I faw myfelf obliged, 
at laft, to order my Ambaffador, the 
Marquis of Almadovar, to withdraw 
from the Court' of London, and 
make to the Minifter there the 
following declaration [here follows, 
the declaration given fo Lord Wey- 
mouth. ~\ 

To what has been already men- 
tioned, there muft be added, that 
whilft the Court of London fought 
to lull Spain to fleep, in feekihg de- 
lays, and refilling to admit the ho- 
nourable and equitable propofals that 
I made in quality of mediator, to re- 
cftablifli peace between France, Eng- 
land, and the, American provinces, 
the British cabinet had clandeftiriely 
offered conditions by their fecret 
emiffaries, of the fame tenor as thofe 
which I pyopofed j and addrefled 
thofe conditions and offers, not to 
flrange and indifferent perfbns, but 
dixefUy and immediately to the Mihi- 
fter of the American provihpes refi- 
dent at Paris, The pnglifh Mini- 
ftry alfo have' neglected no means to 
excite new enemies againft me, hop- 
ing to divide my attentions and the 
cares of my Crown. 

Jn confequencc of thefe folid mo- 
Uyesj by my royal decree of the $ift 
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of this month, and by odiet 4kfpOf 

fitions communicated to my Supreme? 
Council of war, I have refolved to 
order all communication and com- 
merce to ceafe between my fubje&s 
and thofe of the King of Great Bri- 
tain—that all the fubjecls of that 
Monarch, wjio are not naturalized in 
my dominions, or who dp not em- 
ploy themfelves in mechanic arts, 
do quit my kingdom : but be it 
unijerftood, that among the above 
workmen, thofe only who inhabit 
the interior of the country, are not 
to be comprehended j but all who re- 
fide in my fea-ports, or dwell on the 
coafts and frontiers, muft equally 
leave the kingdom. — That from the 
prefent mpment my fubjetts do carry 
pn no kind of commerce with thofe 
pf England, and its dominions. 
That they do not traffick in their 
productions, their* fait n'lh, or othe? 
fifheries*; their manufactures, or other 
merchandizes ; fo that this proro> 
bition of commerce be abfolute and 
real ; and do extend fo as to rendej 
Vicious and contraband all the effects, 
productions, fait fifti, fifheries, mer- 
chandizes, and manufactures of the 
faid dominions. That they do not 
admit or fuffer to enter into any of 
my ports, >any reffel laden with the, 
above named effects ; nor j>ermit 
that fuch may be brought in by 
land j being illicit' and prohibited i^ 
my kingdoms, whencefoever they may 
Come ; bat they may be feized where- 
soever found,* cither in veflels, bag- 
gages, mops, warehoufes, or honfes 
of merchants* or traders, or any par- 
ticular perfon whofnfoever, whether 
they be my fubje&s apd vaffah, cr 



thofe of the kingdoms, provinces^ 
and ftates with whom I am in peace, 
alliance, and free commerce Never- 
thelefs, in regard tp which, I will 
that no prejudice be done" to the 
peace, franchifes, and liberties, in 
lawful commerce, which their mips, 
as well as the produce of their lands, 
'provinces, and conquefts, where they 
may be fabricated, ought to enjoy 
'* ' ' : v - * *4 
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hi my kingdoms, by virtue of fub-, 
fitting treaties. 

I declare that all merchants who 
lave any fait fifh, or other produce 
of the fisheries of the dominions of 
England in their pofleffion, muftmake 
a declaration of the fame, and regifter 
diem in the fpace of fifte$n days, 
reckoning from the publication of this 
my prefent Chedule, which is fixed for 
their peremptory term, before fuck 
officers as fhall be appointed by Don 
Miguel de Muzquiz, my Superin- 
tendant-general of Finances, as well 
in this Court as elfewhere, to the 
end that notice may be given. And 
in cafe that they keep them *unre- 
giftered beyond the faid term of fif« , 
teen days, they ihall be immediately 
d eclated to have fallen under confif- 
cation. 

I will alfo, that a term of two 
months be allowed for the difpofing 
of the faid fifh, and no prolongation 
of that term (hall be granted, but 
after that term all traders ihall be 
obliged to. carry them to the Cuftom 
Hoofe, or in places where there is 
Do Cuftom Houfe, to fome houfe of 
government, where they mall be 
publicly fold to the higheft bidder, 
in. the prefence of the officer or officers 
deputed for that purpofe, or in their 
abfence, in prefence of the Magistrates 
of the place ? who fhall give the pro- 
duce of the fale to the proprietors, 
who (hall, not be allowed to carry 
back to their {hops, or warehoufes, 
any of thofe prohibited goods, in 
like manner as has been obferved 
heretofore. 

\ have given to Miguel de Muz* 
quiz, a particular commiifion, that 
in quality of Superintendant-general 
of my Finances, he fhall have the 
pare of the afprefaid difpofitions, in 
the manner that ne fhall judge moil 
proper to accomplifh an object fo 
important. |ie fhall take cogni- 
zance, tn the firft in fiance, by him* 
{elf or his fub-delegates, of all dif- 
putes that may ariie in confequence 
of contraband i faving there is an. 



appeal to the Council of Finances is 

the Hall of Juftice, excepting an/ 
martial contraventions, refpe&ing 
arms, ammunition, and other eifeda 
relative to war, as are explained by 
the treaties of peace ; the cognizance 
of any difputes about thofe belong* 
ing to the Council of War, and Mar- 
tial Judges, 

I order, that all the above rega* 
lations be obferved, kept, and ful- 
filled, under the pains prefcribed by 
the laws, the pragmatics, and Royal 
Chedule, pafied in former times, from 
motives of the fame nature, compre- 
hending therein all my fubje&s, and 
the inhabitants of my kingdoms and 
Lordfbips, without exception of any 
perfon whatfoever and howfoever 
privileged. It being my will, that 
this declaration mall come, as foon 
as poflible, to the knowledge of my 
fubje&s, that they may preferve their 
effects and perfons from all infults 
from the f^nglim ; for that purpofe 
my Supreme Council of War will 
make all necefTary difpofitions, that 
it be formally publifhed, and duly 
executed, 

Given at Aranjuex, the 26th of 
June, 1779. 
(Signed) I the King. 

This prefent, feen and ratified i* 
full Council, hath been this day 
publifhed by Proclamation in the 
ufual places of this Court, with the 
affiftance of the Clerk of the Coun- 
cil Chamber, and the Alguafils of 
the Tribunal, the Staff Officers of 
Place, the Serjeants, Drummers, 
Filers, Kettle Drummers and Trum- 
peters of the Garrifon ; a Company 
of Infantry, and a Picquet of Horfe ; 
as it is verified by the original, re- 
maining under my care, in the Secre- 
tary-^ Office of the Supreme Council 
of War, • 

At Madrid, the 28th of June, 1779. 
(Signed) Don Josefh Portuosk. 

Extratf of a letter from Paris. 
Some politicians, however, differ 
on the modes of affiftance the Houfe* 
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ef Bonrbon will afford each 1 other ; 
ibrne are for lending troops to Spain, 
under the command of Count Malle- 
bois, and the Marquis de Voyer, his 
brother-in-law, to befiege Gibraltar 
and Port Mahon-; others are for fend- 
ing Mr. Guichen to the iflands with 
fuperior forces, that Spain approves 
of it, and will join the united .fleets 
of Breft and Cadiz. During thefe 
fpeculations, however, which time 
only can develope, his Majefty has 
publifhed the following letter, which 
£xes the commencement of hostilities 
between France and Great Britain : 
To his Serene Highnefs> my Lord, the 
Admiral. 
Cousin, 
** I am informed that doubts have 
arifen on the period from which ought 
to be fixed the commencement of 
hostilities, and that from this incer- 
titude may refult many difputes pre- 
judicial to commerce. To prevent 
which I have thought proper to ex- 
plain to you more particularly what I 
have already fufficiently told you in 
my letter pf the loth of July, I 
charge you, in confequence, to in- 
form thofe who are under your or- 
ders, that the infult done to my 
flag on the 17th of June, 1778, 
by the Englifh fquadron feizing my 
frigates, the Pallas and the Licorne, 
put me to the neceffity of making re- 
prifals, and that it is from that day, 
*he 17th of June, 1778, that I fix 
the commencement of hostilities 
againft my fubj'e£ts>' by the fub- 
je&s of the King of England. 
/.Thefe being for this purpofe only, I 
pray God, that he will take my 
coufin into his holy and merciful 
protection. 

* " Done at Verfailles the 5th* day 
of the month of April, in the year 
bf Grace, 1 779> and in the 5th of 
bur reign. 

(Signed) Louis. 
And underneath, De. bARTiNE." 



Ordinance of the French KUg*i Coun- 
cil of State, refpefiing the Su/pen* 
Jton of the Order to collefi the Dm* 
ties of Freightage, and fifteen pet 
Cent* upon the Ships of the Province 
of Holland excluji<vely. 

t J«h 3> 1779* 

Extrail from the Regifiers of the 
Council of State. 
The King, by the orders of his 
Council of the 14th of January, the 
27th of April, and the 5th of June 
laft, having ordered to be collected, 
in all ihe ports of his kingdom, not 
only the right of freigluage; but 
aifo that oi fifteen per cent* as well 
upon the fhips of Holland as thofe of 
the other Provinces, and upon the 
merchandize with which they fhall 
be laden, excepting from thofe dif- 
pofitions, the cities of Amfterdam 
and Harlem ; and his Majelty being 
willing to grant the fame exception 
to the whole Province of Holland, 
the Sieur Moreau de Beaumont, 
Counfellor of State in Ordinary, and 
of the Council of the Royal Finances, 
has made the following report : the 
King, being prefent in his Council^ 
has ordered, and does order, that the 
execution of the ordinances of the 
14th of January, the 27th of Aprilj 
and the 5 th of June, ihall be fuf- 
pended, until a new order to the 
contrary, in favour of the faid Pro* 
vince of Holland exclufively; pro-? 
vided neverthelefs, the Captains of 
mips belong to the faid Province, be 
fumifhed with a certificate, either 
from the Coramiflary of Marine at 
Amiterdam, or from the Marine A- 
gent at Rotterdam, to prove that the 
faid fhips really belonged to a citizen 
of the faid Province, and that their 
ladingfc confifted of articles of their 
own growth, filhery, manufa£tures,and 
commerce. His Majefty commands 
and enjoins his Intendants and Com- 
miflaries in his Provinces, to attend 
to the execution or this prefent ordi- 
nance. 
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nance. Given in the King's Coun- 
cil of State, held at Verfailles, his 
Majefty being prefent, the 3d day of 
July, one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventy-nine. 

(Signed De Sartine. 

Lewis, by 'the Grace of God, 
King of France and Navarre,, &c. &c. 
to our beloved and faithful Coun- 
fellors in our Councils, to the In- 
tendants and Commiffaries in the dif- 
ferent Provinces and Generalities of 
our kingdom, g r eeting. We com- 
mand and enjoin you by thefe pre- 
fents, figned by us, each of you faith- 
fully to attend to the due execution 
of the ordinance hereunto affixed, un- 
der the counter feal of our Chancel- 
lor, hereunto affixed in our Council 
of State, we being prefent, for the 
purpofes herein contained. We com- 
mand our Ufher or Sergeant, imme- 
diately upon this requeft, to fignify 
this ordinance to all to whom it may 
concern, in order that no perfon may 
be ignorant thereof; and to take 
every meafure neceflary for completely 
putting it in execution, without any 
other permiflion , notwithllanding the 
Hueand Cry, the Normandy Charter, 
and letters to the contrary ;, willing, 
that the copies of the prefent ordi- 
nance, collated by one of our belovecl 
and faithful Sergeant-Secretaries, 
may receive the fame obedience as 
the original ; forfuch is our pleafure. 
Given at Verfailles the 3d day of July, 
m \he year of our Lord, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feven cy-nine. 
(Signed) Lewis 

(Countersigned) De Sartinb 



Manorial prcfented by Sir Joseph 
Yorke, Ambajfadar Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the King of 
Great Britain^ to their High Migh - 
tlneffes the States General of the 
United Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries, on the 22d efjuly, 1779* 

*' High and Mighty Lords, 
'* Since France by the declaration 

»ade at London on the 1 jth of March 



laft year, fully difcovered the vaft iftid 
dangerous defigns which the Faintly 
Compact had before announced to 
Europe, this part of the * orld muft 
bear witnefs to the wifdom and mo- 
deration of the Kingof G*eat Britain, 
who endeavoured to ward off the ca- 
lamities of war, avoiding, as m.uiias 
poffible, engaging his neig'ijoiu^aitd 
allies. 

«* A conduct like this, founded in 
the moft pointed moderation , ferried 
fo much to embolden the Court of 
Verfailles, that after perfidiously en- 
couraging ofrabel fubjecls, .under tae 
mafltof libecty, commerce, and inde- 
pendence, to plunge a poignard into 
the heart of their Mother Country ; 
France, not contented with fo hoihle 
a proceeding, has, without any na*- 
tional quarrel, drawn Spain into ics 
views, and, without any plaufible 
reafons to colour the defign, is mak- 
ing every preparation that an impe- 
rious difpofition can dictate to invade 
the Britifh lilands. 

" On the news of thefe extraordi* 
nary and great preparations, your . 
High Mightineffes cannot but juflify 
th,e preffing and reiterated instances 
which the King of Great Britain 
could not but make to you, relative 
to the naval armament; and the no- 
torious danger of England will no 
doubt convince all thefubjecls of thefe 
Provinces, who have hitherto fpoke 
again ft it, of the neceffity of this re- 
quell of my Court. 

" But thofe motives, which were 
only palliatives to prevent an evil, are 
now out of feafon ; the danger is be- 
come imminent, and the remedy muil 
Ire fpeedy. The flipulations of a 
treaty, founded on the interefts of 
trade only,' muff give way to thofe 
founded on the deareff interefts of the 
two nations. The moment is come 
to decide whether Great Britain, who 
has fpik fomuch blood, and expended 
fo m uch treafure to fuccour others, 
and to maintain liberty and religion, 
is -to have no other refources again It 

the, 
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Ae malice and envy of her enemies, 
than her own courage, and her own 
internal ftrength ; wkether me is to 
be abandoned by her moil antient 
friends and allies, to the moft ambi- 
tious views of the Houfe of Bourbon* 
which would crufh all, to reigri over 
all ; and whether Europe in general, 
and your High Mightineffes in par- 
ticular, will with indifference fee a 
fyftem eftabliflied, which will evi- 
dently deftroy that equilibrium which 
is the only guarantee of your com- 
merce, liberty, and even exigence it- 

« The King, High, and Mighty 
Lords, has too high an opinion of the 
underftanding, the good ^ faith, and 
the wifdom of the Republic,- to doubt 
a moment of the fentiments of your 
High Mightineffes on this occafion. 
A nation whofe hiftory contains fcarce 
any thing but the detail of the dan- 
gers which the ambition of France 
jucceffively created, whofe beft days 
began with their union with England i 
in fhort, a nation accuftomed to exatt 
the lite«tr execution of a hard treaty, 
has too much generofity not to fulfil 
thofe which have united the interests 
of the two nations upwards of a cen- 

*' It is in this perfuafion, joined 
to all that is held moft facred among 
men, that the under-written Ambaf- 
fador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary from the King of Great Britain, 
has, by exprefs order, the honour to 
notify to your High Mightineffes, 
that the danger which threatens his 
kingdoms, neceffitates his Majefty to 
reclaim without lofs of time, the iuc- 
cours ftipulated in the treaties af 
1678, and others, and of which the 
Cafus Faderisxs fo fully explained in 
the feparate article of 1716. His 
Majefty expecls the fame with confi- 
dence from a neighbour wfio has ne- 
ver failed in his engagements, and for 
the reft confides in the divine bene- 
diclionon the juftnefs of his caufe, 
and on the fidelity and valoiy of his 
fubje&s. 



«' The underwritten waits with tjrf 

greateft impatience for a juft, fpeedy, 
and favourable *anfwer, and is ready 
to confer with the Deputies of your 
High Mightineffes on what fteps are 
further neceffary to be taken; 

(Signed) Josrfra YoafcE." 

Hague, July %U 1779' 



Whitehall* April 20, 177?.. Yef- 
terday morning Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell, of the 71ft regiment of 
foot, arrived in town from Georgia, 
by whom a letter has beefi received 
from Major-general Prevoft, com- 
manding his Majefty's troops in that 
province to the Right Hon. Lord 
George Germaiff, one of his Ma- 
jefty s principal Secretaries of State j 
of which the following is an extract i 

ExtraBofa letter from Major-gene- 

ra/PREVOST, to Lord GTOKGt 

Germain, dated Head Quar- 
ters* Ehene%%ari in Georgia, 
March C* 17*79* . 

I did mytelf the honour, on the 
1 8th of January laft, to acquaint your 
Lordfhip of inj having arrived at Sa- 
vannah, and* agreeable to the Com- 
mander in Chief's inftrudlions, taken 
upon me the chief commaiid of h» 
Majefty 's troops in this province. 

As foon afterwards as the proper 
arrangements could be made, Lieo- 
tenant-colonel Campbell was detach- 
ed up the river with a fekft corps of 
about 800 regular troops, and iome 
irregulars, to endeavour to penetrate 
to Augufta, and to open the commu- 
nication with the back inhabitants of 
the Provinces- The Colonel effefted 
his march to Augufta with fewob- 
ftruclions, and without any lofs, aot- 
withftanding the length of the road, 
and the difficulties of the country he 
had palled through* 
1 Lieutenant-colonel Prevoft, with 
a confiderable detachment,* had beeri 
fent to fuftain, join, or otherwife co- 
operate with Colonel Campbell, as 
Ihould be judged beft for his Ma- 

jeB/i 
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Jelly's fervice, and had taken poll at 
Briar-creek, to keep the enemy be- 
low in check, and to cover the ad* 
Vance when neceflary* 

But becanfe of the length and diffi- 
culty of the communication, it was 
judged proper for the whole to fall 
back to Hudfon's Ferry, twenty-four 
miles above this, and which now 
forms the opper extremity of our 
chain on the river. Colonel Camp- 
bell has fine© gone to Savannah, to 
eflablifh, in confequence of his in- 
flections from his Majefly's Com- 
miflionera, fome civil regulations in 
the province, previous to his depar- 
ture for England : and here, though 
I tnuil lament the lofs his Majefly's 
fervice will fuftain in the abfence of 
fo able and active an officer, I think 
it no unfavourable circumftance how- 
ever, that one fo every way capable 
will have the honour of giving your 
Lordfhip every neceffary information 
regarding the fervice of this country 1 
his penetrating fo far into it, gave 
him good opportunity of knowing it j 
and his being fully pofleffed of all 
my ideas, which are alfo his own 
with regard to prefent circumflartces 
and future views, he has it much bet- 
ter in his power to communicate them 
verbally, than I can in writing ; to 
him therefore I beg leave to refer 
your Lordftiip. He is alfo acquaint- 
ed with the fituation and (late of the 
rebels, as well as of the King's army, 
and knows the refources and expecta- 
tions of each. 

Capt. Parker, of his Majefly's fhip 
Phcenix, and commanding the fqua- 
droti on this fervice, is alfo about to 
leave us> in compliance with his in- 
itruclions to Rear-admiral Gambier. 

I cannot fufficiently exprefs to your 
■Lordftiip the high fenfe 1 have of that 
gentleman's active zeal for the fer- 
vice, and his ready and chearful con- 
currence and co-operation, when he 
coald either aft or aflift. The moft 
happy cordiality has conftantly fub- 
£fled between the departments; and 

Vol. .VIII. 



though I nope that will always con- 
tinue, yet the departure of fuch an 
officer may not eafily be made up to 
us in this quarter. We may alfo feci 
this diminution of our naval force, 
which, to be fare, was never more 
than adequate to the fervice* 

I now proceed to inform your Lord- 
ftiip, that fome days ago, intelligence 
being received, that the rebels, in 
confiderable force, had taken poll at 
Briar-creek, thirteen miles above our - 
pod at Hudfon's, and that they were 
bufied in repairing the bridge (which 
had been deflroyed by Coh Camp* 
Jjell, in his return downwards) as if 
intending to advance by that route, 
our pofl was reinforced, and difpofi-* 
(ions fecretly made to give them a 
proper reception : and it being much 
to be wifhed, that they would put 
the creek in the rear, which would 
put it in our power to attack them on 
advantageous ground, means were 
ufed to infpire them with confidence 
to attempt it* But after waiting two 
days, finding that they meant only .to 
eflablifh themfelves there, for the pur* 
pofe of hampering us in out quarters, 
and cutting us off from all communi- 
cation with the Upper Country, and 
perhaps had views of co-operation 
with their main army, it was judged 
prpper to diflodge them- Accord- 
ingly Major M'Pnerfon, with the ift 
battalion 7 1 ft regiment, and fome ir- 
regulars, with two field-pieces* was 
directed by Lieutenant^colonel Pre- 
vofl, to advance tpwards the brigadej 
to make the movements he himfelf 
had made with the zd battalion 71ft 
regiment, a corps of light infantry 
commanded by Sir James Baird, and 
three companies of grenadiers of the 
Florida brigade, with which he took 
a long circuit, of fifty miles, to crofs 
the creek above them, and endeavour 
to gain their rear; difpofitions were 
alfo made by the army to favour the 
attempt, and to amufe and keep Mr* 
Lincoln in the check, fliould he in 
the mean time attempt any thing in 
Z ' this 
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this Quarter. Oar plan wis happily 
cflcc"ted. The rebels being in fome 
meafure furprized, on the jd inftant 
were totally defeated and difperfed, 
with the lofs of feven pieces of can- 
non, feveral fUnd of colours, almoft 
all their arms, all their ammunition 
and baggage, which were left to the 
victorious troops, the intrepidity and 
behaviour of which, I am intreated 
by Lieutenant-colonel Prevoft, tore- 
port to your Lordfhip, to be laid be- 
fore his Majefty. Permit me, at the 
fame time, to mention him as a 
perfon deferring fome mark of hi* 
Majefty's royal favour; his indefa- 
tigable activity, and his faithful fer- 
vices, entitle him to your Lordfhip's 
patronage. 

The fecond in command, Briga- 
dier-general Elbert, one of their beft 
officers, and feveral more of note, in 
the whole twenty-feven officers, were 
taken, with two hundred men, about 
one hundred and fifty were killed, on 
the field of battle, and adjoining 
woods and fwamps*; but their chief 
lofs confifb in the number of officers 
and men drowned in attempting to 
fave themfelves from the (laughter, 
and plunged into a deep and rapid 
riven 

The lofs on our fide was only five 
private tilled, and one officer and 
ten privates wounded. The rebels, 
-by the belt accounts, were above two 
' thoufand. The CommifTary, our pri- 
soner, fays two thoufand five hun- 
dred. On our fide, three grenadier 
companies, of the 6oth regiment, Sir 
James Baird's light infantry, the ad 
battalion 71ft regiment, Captain 
Tawes's troop of light dragoons, 
with about oue hundred and fifty Pro- 
vincials, rangers and militia, making 
in all about nine hundred, compofed 
the corps that attacked. 

The good confequences of this de- 
feat will, I hope, foon appear. The 
rebels will not again dtfturb us in this 
province. Our communication with 
our back friends and the Indians will 



be open ; and though I cannot think 
it prudent to extend immediately far 
upwards; in the mean time, whilft 
We guard what we have already got, 
we hold ourfelves in readinefs to 
catch at further favourable incidents, 
as they occur. 

I have only to add to your Lord- 
fhip, that I wifli you to be affured, 
that nothing, within the compafs of 
my abilities, (hall be left undone, 
that may be thought to tend to the 
advantage of his Majefty's fervice. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

A. pRBVOST. 

Copy of a Proclamation, fuhlijbed in 
in Georgia the tyb 9/ March, 1 770, - f 
received frtm Lieutenant - cohntl 
Campbell. 
By Auguftine Prevoft, Efq. Briga- 
dier-general, and Commander in 
Chief of his Majefty's troops in the 
Southern Diftridt, Hyde Parker, 
jun. Efq. commanding his Ma- 
jefty's fhips in the river Savannah, 
and Archibald Campbell, Efq. 
commanding the Northern de- 
tachment. 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas the King, in Parliament, 
being defirous to reftore the bleflings 
of reconciliation and peace to Great- 
Britain and the Colonies, did, in the 
courfeof laft year, repeal certain acts, 
which were found to have excited jea- 
loufies. and to have given apprehen- 
fions of danger to liberty in the faid 
Colonies : and whereas the inhabi- 
tants of Georgia have acknowledg- 
ed, that the benevolent overtures of 
Great-Britain, in that refpec~l, are 
fuch as come up to every with that 
they, in the hour of temperate deli- 
beration, or the utmoft apprehenfiont 
of danger to liberty, had ever ex- 
prefled, and have fealed that acknow- 
ledgement by the facred teftimony of 
their juft allegiance to the Crown. 

We, the Commanding Officers of 
his Majefty's fleet and army, from a 
juft regard to the welfare of Georgia, 
and for the prefervation of peace and 

good 
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good order among its inhabitants, do 
hereby declare, that all the laws of 
the province of Georgia, which were 
in force at the end of the year 1775, 
are, and fhall continue in full force 
until fuck time as a period of Iefs dif- 
quiet (hall enable a- future General 
Aflembly to alter .or amend them. 
And, for the more immediate and 
effectual execution of juftice, without 
which the . property of individuals 
cannot be fafe, public confidence re- 
ftored, nor domeftic tranquility con- 
Armed, we hereby nominate and ap- 
point the following Gentlemen to the 
feveral departments of the civil Go- 
vernment in Georgia, till his Ma- 
jefty's pleafure is known, namely, 

His Honour Lieutenant -colonel 
James Mark Prevofl, Efq. Lieu- 
tenant-governor. 

Members of Council. 
The Hon. Lewis Johnfton, Efq. 
John Hume, Efq. 
James Penman, Efq. 
Martin Jollie, Efq. 
James Robertfcn, Efq. 
William Telfair, Efq. 
James Moflman, Efq. 
Roger Kelfall* Efq. 

CommiJJioners of Claims* 
James Penman, Efq. 
Martin Jollie, Efq. 
James Robertfon, Efq. 
William Telfair, Efq. 
Roger Kelfall, Efq. 
Lewis Johnfton, Efq. Chief-Juftice. 

JSMfe. }Affi ft a„t Judge,. 

James Robertfon, Efq. Attorney- 
general. 

John Hume, Efq. Secretary of the 
Province. 

Angus Campbell, Efq. Prothonotary. 

Jofeph Farley, Efq. Provoft Marmali. 

Lewis Johnfton, Eiq. Treafurer. 

Robert M'Culloch, Efq. Colleaor of 
the Cuftoms. 

William Brown, Efq. Comptroller. 

Stephen Haven, Efq. Naval Officer. 

Martin Jollie, Efq. Judge of the Ad- 
miralty, 



^igdon Brice, Efq. MarihaJ of the 

Court of Admiralty. 
William Stewart, Efq. Notary Public. 
Alexander Wylly, Efq. Clerk of the 

Court. 
David Montaigut, Efq, Clerk of the 

Council. 
Philip Yonge, Efq. Surveyor Go* 

neral. 
The Reverend Mr. Edward Jenkins, 

Redlor of the parifli of ChrifU 

Church. 
Given at'Savannah, the fourth day 

of March, 1779. 

Aug, P**vost» 
Hydk Parker. 
Arch. Campbell. 
Lieutenant-colonel Campbell adds 
to the foregoing accounts, that at 
Augufta and round it, the inhabi- 
tants, to the number of 1400 men, 
fubmitted, fwore allegiance to the 
King, took the beoeht of his Ma. 
jelly's gracious prote&ion', and were 
formed into twenty companies, in the 
flile of militia, for the defence of 
their property, againft the incurfiona 
of the rebels from Carolina. 

That after his return down the 
country, intelligence was received, 
that a body of the loyalifts of Nortk 
and South Carolina, confifting of 
about 600 men, after being repulfed 
by the rebels, were in fearch of the 
Royal army, by the back or upper 
road. That the advanced part of the 
army was immediately moved toward* 
them; and that 300 of them joined 
the Ring's troops, and are formed 
under their own leaders, with every 
poflible attention and encouragement* 
That fince the laft aclion many de- 
ferters from the Continental troops, 
in Carolina, had come in, and were 
forming into companies ; and that a 
Lieutenant-colonel and thirty men 
had arrived in one night immediately 
before his departure. [Gazette* 

" " ' - m 

Savannah (in Georgia J March jj. 

On the 2 1 ft inftant, in the morn- 
ing, his Majefty Vanned veflels, un- 
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der the command of Lieut. Spry and 
M'Kinley, being at anchor off Yaw- 
mafee-bluiT, a P^ty of General Lin-» 
coin's troops, confifting of forty, were 
difcovered on a riling ground behind 
a houfe ; and foon after the crews on 
board : their galleys from Puryfburgh 
were heard huzzaing and coming 
down die : river*; at half paft nine they 
anchored* began an* attack on his 
Majefty's veffels aflifted by the above 
forty then out of the bufhes $ their 
£re was fpon returned, from cannon 
fo weH pointed, that after an hour'* 
conteft they quitted their galleys, and 
got away in boats, leaving an officer 
and furgeon with fome wounded, 
whom' they would not ftay to take 
with them. 

The Congrefs and Lee galleys con- 
fequently fell into our hands : on 
board the former a Captain Camp- 
bell and one feaman were killed, four 
badly wounded, and ten prifohers ; 
on board the latter two killed, two 
mortally wounded (fince dead), and 
one with his leg mot off; the wound- 
ed were carried to the hofpital at Sa- 
vannah laft night. The Congrefs 
galley was manned with one hundred 
and five Americans ; and the Lee 

f alley with one hundred and fifty 
renchmen. Much credit is due to 
k the officers and feamen on board his 
Majefty's veffels, and to Mr, O'Far- 
rel, who commanded the Thunderer 
galley, from St. Auguftine, for their 
gallantry on this occafion. 
£xtra& of a letter from General Lin- 
coln \ dated Puryjburgb, March 7, 

*779; 

" After the enemy left Augufta, 
Gen. Afhe, who was ftationed on the 
oppofite fide of the river, was ordered 
to crofs and take poft at or near Briar 
Creek lower bridge, as thereby he 
would cover the upper part of the 
country, and as this was confidered 
one of the ftrongeft pofts therein, his 
left being fecured by a deep fwamp 
and the Savannah, his front by the 
Creek, which at this place u unford- 



able, and. about fixty yarda widej 
befides, he had a party cf about two 
hundred horfe to cover his right rear, 

" Boats were provided for th« 
troops to .re-crofs the Savannah, iu 
cafe the enemy mould move agalnft 
them in force, and the baggage was 
fent over that they might not be en- 
cumbered therewith, in cafe they 
mould be obliged to retire into the 
country* — But, notwithftanding, on 
the third inftant, at three o'clock in 
the afternoon, the enemy fell into 
his rear (his horfe at that time being 
over Briar-creek, and began the at- 
tack fo fuddenly that the General 
had not time to form the whole of 
his troops, which amounted to about 
one thoufand two hundred, exdufivQ 
of the horfe) thofe which were form- 
ed foon gave way, though many of- 
ficers exerted themfelves to prevent 
it, excepting a. few under Genera^ 
Elbert, and one or two regiments of 
North Carolina militia, fome, he in-, 
forms me, without firing} they took 
to the fwamp, and efcaped. either by 
fwimming the river or being brought 
acrofs in boats. 

'* His lofs of men is very inconfi- 
derable, General Afhe fuppofes one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred^ 
but fince he gave me this account 
many have come in ; and I heard 
from a perfon jaft now from Augufla^ 
that fifty of them are at that place* 
One braft field-piece is left, and two 
fmall iron ones, fome -ammunition 
and waggons, and one baggage wag- 
gon, as alfo many of the men's arms* 
— General Elbert is among the]* 
miffing," 

Charter-town, March i8- 

General Lincoln lately fent in a 
flag to General Prevoft, requeuing 
the favour of being furnifhed with, 
an account of the prifoners taken at 
Briar-creek, On the nth inftant 
an anfwer was received, including 
the following: 

*' Lift of the prifoners taken March 

h , 779- 

« General 
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" General filbert, Georgia troops j 
Lieut. Col. M'lntofk, in the Conti- 
nental fervice ; Major Douglas, Ai4 
de Camp; Captains Hicks, Naih, 
Cuthbert, Scot, Pendleton, Corbet, 
Sprowl and Dalay. And one hun- 
dred and fixty-two non -commiflioned 
officers and privates." 

CharUs-to<wn K April 20. 
The following letter and meiTage was 
fent by Thomas Kelly, Efq. Major 
of Brigade, to Brigadier-general 
Williamfon, Commander of the 
troops near Fort-Moore, viz, 
p.ewjfons Plantation, April 6, 1779. 
** Sir, 
€f I am ordered by Colonel Prevoft, 
to acquaint you, that if you choofe 
to exchange the three Indians taken 
by your troops, he pledges his ho- 
nour that he will (on their arrival in 
our camp) fend back any three fubal- 
f«rn officers of the province of South 
Carolina that you mail name. 
I have the honour" to be, &c. &c. 
T. Kelly, Major of £rigadt. n 
Sir, 
The extraordinary treatment which 
his Majefty's loyal and dutiful fub- 
jecls receive at your hands, will not 
permit me to omit reraonftrating to 
yoa on the impropriety of making fo 
extraordinary diftinctibn between the 
King's regular troops and fuch of his 
faithful fubjecls, who, actuated by 
principles and attachment to the belt 
of constitutions, have endeavoured to 
give a proof of it, by endeavouring* 
to join the royal ftandard. You can- 
not, Sir, have loft fight of the confe-, 
quence that muft refult from fo 
cruel a treatment, a prior, a facred 
right to the allegiance of thefe men, 
and of every other Britifh fubjeft, 
and the penalties attending the breach 
of it, ought to make the Americans 
cautious how, under the pretence of 
new-made laws (which the ftrongeft 
can only obtain a fanction for) they 
Will put us under the neceffity of ex- 
hibiting a fcene of punifhment which 
fhc mil4 hand of government, and 



the didates, of humanity, 1iave hi- 
therto retrained. I muft alfo men- 
tion Lieutenant William Butler, who 
mot the fafeguard near Augufta, at 
Mr. Moore's houfe, and one Wells, 
who mangled and cut to pieces the 
dead body of a perfon, which, from 
all circumftances, mould have been 
refpefted and held facred (being 
placed there to fecure the property of 
an enemy to government) fuch per- 
fons I fay remain unpunifhed: the 
former boafts of their deed, and (if I 
can truft information offered on oath) 
of having wantonly killed men in 
their houfes, becaufe they refufed to 
take arms againft their Sovereign : 
the other is at liberty. Thefe a&t 
of lawlefs brutality exafperate the fol- 1 
diers, and will be productive of hun-. 
dredfold retaliation,' which it will 
not be in the power of the officers to 
prevent, and a proper puniflunent 
ought to be inflicted on fuch flagiti- 
ous crimes, 

A war is fufficiehtly productive of 
calamities. I think it the duty of 
every man, not totally deftitute of 
humanity, to alleviate its miferies 
whenever it is admiffible, I have 
been often told of inftances of your 
humanity, and your good treatment 
of fome of our prifoners, which the 
fate of war has put into your hands, 
convinces me, that if it was folely in 
your power, there would be few 
grounds of complaint* I beg to be 
ipformed what number of prifoners 
you have now in your hands, and to> 
acquaint you, that we do not hand- 
cuff your people: you mould be cau- 
tious how any of ours are put in irons. 

The Jail point which I have ta 
mention to you, is relative to the de- 
predations daily committed on the 
inhabitants of this province, over 
which I have the honour to prefide,. 
That part of the country above Au- 
gufta, and from thence acrofs to 
Ogeechie, may be equally and quiet- 
ly enjoyed by its inhabitants, till Jefs 
calamitous times fucceed the prefent 

ones. 
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If you approve of it, thbfe 
who favonr the Americans caufe fhall 
beJeftunmolefted, provided the loyal 
inhabitants are permitted to remain 
in the fame manner and refpeftively 
confine themfelves to the care of their 
plantations. Yon cannot but be fen- 
fible that fuch a propofal, being fug- 
geffced by mere humanity (if approv- 
ed of by you) will be only a tempo- 
rary neutrality to be broke at any 
time, by giving a previous notke of 
ten days at leaft, unlefs you would 
agree to have it fixed for a limitted 
time. I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your moil obedient, humble fervant, 

j. M. PREVOST. 

Brigaditr-gtneral WiUiamfon^ com* 
manding the troops of the Amtrican 
fates, near Ftrt Mwr$. 
Brigadier- general Williamson's 
Anfwer. 
Sir, 
I am favoured with your's, not 
dated, by Major T. Kelly, and fhall 
endeavour to fatisfy you in refpeft to 
the different matters which you fo fe- 
xionfly mention. With regard to 
thofe people you fpeak of as your 
King's dutiful fubjecls, I can aver 
that no perfons who, with propriety 
come under that denomination, have 
ever met with the treatment from me 
which you are induced to believe ; 
on the contrary, many, who in every 
fenfe come under the criminal laws of" 
this ftate, have been admitted as pri- 
ioncrs of war, none of whom were 
ever handcuffed, or otherwife treated 
with feverity, further than being kept 
in clofe confinement in the only way 
I had in my power. I fhall obferve, 
that two perfons who fay they were 
officers in your army, viz, Aquilla 
Hale and Jacob Williams, the firft 
for a cruel murder, committed in 
North f arolina, before the Revolu- 
tion, and a robbery in this ftate, and 
the other for a highway robbery, 
previous to their entering into your 
fervice ; thefe, I fay, coming imme- 
diately under the jurifdictipn of our 



laws, I was left nd choice what te 
do in the matter. Several others, 
who under the name (but without 
the leaft orders or fanction for fuch 
conduct) called themfelvei King's 
men, and have daringly taken up 
arms againft, and wantonly plunder- 
ed the honeft and induflnous inha- 
bitants of this ftate, were properly 
fecured and delivered up to the civil 
law. You will have the Iefs to feel, 
in regard to thefe people, when I ac- 
quaint you, that on the mod credible 
evidence it has appeared that, not 
fatisfied with the innumerable rob- 
beries they have for four years paft 
been accuftomed to commit, before 
and fmce the commencement of hof- 
tilities on this continent, they at lafl 
carried their lawlefs outrages fo far, 
as to wound and maim fome of oar 
refpeftable inhabitants in the peace- 
ful hours of domeftic fecurity. Thefe 
are facts to my own knowledge : 
many of them has been more than 
once pardoned after condemnation for 
the moft attrocious crimes ; and I 
muft beg leave to obferve, that the 
lenity of our executive authority, and 
the interpofition of fome humane 
perfons in behalf of thefe villains, has 
even by themfelves been ridiculed. 
I am apt to believe, Sir, after re- 
flecting on what I have mentioned, 
you will be fatisfied neither cruelty 
nor harfh ufage of prifoners can be 
imputed to me. Britifh or foreign 
officers or foldiers, who, by the for- 
tune of war, may fall into our hands, 
behaving with propriety, fhall be 
treated with humanity and generofity, 
and prifoners of war of every clafs 
fhall have fuch comfortable fubfiftence 
as is in my power to furnifh. One 
Pelcher, who had a brevet of Captain 
from Colonel Campbell, and whom 
I admitted on parole, flayed about 
camp a few days and then went off. 
At the fame time that you do me the 
juftice to acknowledge the good treat- 
ment that the regular troops received 
from me, I mult fuggeft to you the 

very 
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very different treatment of the Con- 
tinental troops by your foldiers. 
When taken prifoners, your officers 
have had the privilege of difpofmg 
of their property of every kind in my 
camp for their neceflary fabfiftence ; 
on the contrary, mod of our officer* 
and foldiers have been plundered of 
every neceflary, and even the money 
taken out of their pockets. 

With refpeft to the fafeguard yott 
mention, Butler infills he fhot him 
in his own defence ; as to his killing 
men in their houfes, for refufing to 
take up arms in defence of their 
country, I can positively affert no 
fuch thing ever happened ; had it 
been fo, Mr. Butler would have been 
amenable to the law in this cafe, and 
his life would probably pay for the 
ad. The circumftance you allude to 
may arife from his having killed one 
Gaines, a deferter from the firft Con- 
tinental regiment in the fcrvice of 
this ftate, and who having committed 
all the crimes before-mentioned, and 
Others fhocking to humanity, at laft, 
with another, came to the houfe of a 

£oor old man, a neighbour of But- 
e's (who happened to be there) in 
the evening. On his feizing the old 
manand demanding his money, Butler 
fhot him down. This, Sir, you may 
rely on as a faft, without having re- 
courfe to affidavit, which I have no 
doubt may be offered by fome of his 
accomplices, in order to deceive you. 
As to the man, Veflels, who mangled 
the dead body of the perfon killed at 
Mr. Moore's, I will not fuffer to juf- 
tify ; and fo far from countenancing 
fuch barbarity, my indignation oc- 
casioned my immediately ordering 
the fellow in irons, and fent him 
down to General Lincoln, ' with a 
letter reciting the crime, that he 
might be punifhed. He was fet at 
Kberty, and General Lincoln return- 
ed me for anfwer, that no fatisfaction 
had ever been obtained for the many 
wanton barbarities committed by your 
adherents. 



I agree with you, that war of k- 
felf is fufficiently productive of cala- 
mities, and that it is the duty of 
every man not totally delUtute of 
humanity, to alleviate its miferies 
whenever it is portable. It ever has 
been, and ever fhall be, a rule with 
me to treat prifoners with humanity : 
and when you mention your not 
handcuffing our people, I would not 
wifti to entertain a belief that you 
mean to cenfider thieves, robbers, 
murderers, and perfons of the molt 
abandoned character, as your King's 
loyal and dutiful fubje&s. If I am 
well informed, Sir, fome gentlemen 
of the mod refpeclable characters ia 
your army think you have enough of 
fuch banditti among you already, 
and, for my own part, I think thej 
are a nuifance of difgrace to com- 
munity. 

I enclofe a particular lilt of the 
prifoners of war. The laxl point 
which you mention, relative* to the 
depredations daily committed on the 
inhabitants of Georgia, I could wt(h 
you had pointed out fome of the fuf- 
ferers, and the perfons who had been 
guilty of thefe facts, as I had given 
pofitive orders to all the parties fent 
out by me, againir plundering any of 
the peaceable inhabitants, or moleft* 
ing them in any manner whatever, 
although to confider Georgia as aa 
enemy's country, it would only be 
a juft retaliation for thofe committed 
in this ftate by Colonci M'Laurki, 
Major Sharp, and many others; but 
it is not my wifh to diftrefs, nor mould 
even confiderations of private intereft 
incite my refentment fo far as to rum 
a fet of people whofe partkular fitua- 
tion in a country, the feat of war, is 
already rendered deplorable. I mall 
therefore, as far as in my power, pre- 
vent them from being injured in the 
mean time, and in a few days will 
give you an anfwer, refpefling thofe 
people whom you wHh to enjoy a 
temporary neutrality. 

I have received a few lines from 
- Major 
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Majof T. Kelly,' acquainting me that 
yon .would exchange fub-officers for 
the Indians taken prifoners. Thefe 
people were feveral days ago fent 
with a fafe-guard to one of our fron- 
tier garrifons, in order to be ex- 
changed for any of our people that 
may be in the hands of the Creek- 
Indians. With regard to the mode of 
exchange, I hope no officer of ours 
would with his releafe on fuch a foot- 
ing; and I am forry to think that 
favages mould be confidered as fo va- 
luable allies, and could wifh, for the 
fake of humanity, which you feem fo 
highly to prize, that your arms were 
Hot degraded by fo frequent applica- 
tion to them, to fall on the innocent 
and defencelefs. Our conduct in this 
particular has been widely different j 
iven offers of fervices have been re- 
peatedly rejected, and they have 
been often told, that it is a quarrel in 
which they ought to have no part ; 
although the method of employing 
them againft an armed force, and that 
of inciting them to the cruel maf- 
facre of innocent women and chil- 
dren, will be confidered in a very 
different light by the impartial part 
of mankind. I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. Williamson. 

Lieutenant CcLnel James Mark Pre- 
' *voft. 

Other Particulars, 
Philadelphia, Feb. \6. 
* Laft night arrived an cxprefs from 
South Carolina, by whom we learn, 
that a number of Tories having taken 
arms in North Carolina were march- 
ing to Georgia; but General Lincoln 
ordered a party to intercept them, 
who foon fell in with, routed, and 
killed about eighty of them. Our 
' troops were in purfuit of the remain- 
der of them when the account came 
away; and from a Charles- town pa- 
per of February 4, we have the fol- 
lowing :i 

From head quarters we learn, that 
Col. Ingram with a party of Georgia 



troops, had attacked and defeated- 
Col. Brown with a party of Florida 
rangers, killed fifteen and wounded 
many more. Among the wounded 
was Brown himfelf. 

ExtraB of a letter from Btaufortg 
dated Feb* 4. 

" Yefterday afternoon, about four 
o'clock, we met the enemy marching 
up to receive us, who were, as the 
prifoners inform us, three companies, 
two of the both, and one of the 1 6th, 
all light infantry, and being about 
one hundred and fifty rank and file; 
the engagement began at about one 
hundred and twenty yards diiiance< 
The Charles-town detachment were 
polled to the left of the artillery, 
where there appeared the greateft 
danger of our flank being turned. 
The artillery were very well ferved, 
and did great execution. The enemy 
had only onecohorn, the limbers of 
which were broke to pieces by the 
firft or fecond difcharge of our field- 
pieces The action continued with 
unremitted fury till five o'clock, when 
our ammunition, particularly for the 
artillery, running fhort, orders were 
given to retire flowly- At the fame 
time the enemy retreated precipitate- 
ly, leaving their killed and five of 
their wounded on the field. I have 
juft come from the fcene of adUon, 
where I went this morning, to look 
after fome of my .acquaintance whom 
I faw wounded ; I there faw feven of 
the enemy killed, and five wounded, 
of the former there were Lieutenants 
Calderwood and Finlay ; of the lat- 
ter, Lieut. Hazlewood : the prifoners 
befides, now in our hands, are feven 
or eight. Our whole force was about 
two hundred and fifty, one hundred 
and fifty of which were from Charles- 
town, and our lofs is feven killed, 
and about twenty-five wounded. 
Lieut. Hazlewood told me, the lofs 
of the Britifh in killed and wound- 
ed, could not be Ids than the half of 
the whole party." 
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Co/j ef General WLqvltmzU Letter 
/# General Lincoln. 

Biaufort, Feb. 4, 1 770. 
" Dear,Sir, 
. " I wrote to you from Gen. Bull's 
camp a few. days ago; when I was 
there, the militia requefled me to 
croft the river with them, which I 
readily confented to. The next 
morning, after leaving a proper 
guard to our camp, we began to 
crofs, and got near two hundred and 
thirty over by fun-fet. We imme- 
diately marched off, and continued 
till we got within one mile of Beau- 
fort ; here I refled the troops a few 
hours, and then proceeded for the 
town, which we entered at fun-rife 
the next morning. Having ordered 
the troops into, quarters, and repofcd 
jnyfelf a little, I rode down to view 
the fort with General Bull and two 
or three other gentlemen: we had 
fearce been a moment there, when 
an exprefs arrived, informing us, that 
the enemy were in full march jfor 
Beaufort, and not above Eve miles 
off. Upon this, I requeued General 
Bull to ride on for town, and have 
the men turned out,; I followed him 
immediately, found them all parad- 
ed, and had another account of the 
enemy's coming on very faft. I then 
moved off the troops in order to meet 
them, and having -marched two miles, 
was again informed that they were 
within four miles of us. I then pro- 
ceeded very flowly, looking for a 
proper piece of ground to form upon. 
Having foon found a very advantage- 
ous fpot, I remained there an hour 
waiting for the enemy, and was then 
informed that they had, after halting 
awhile, altered their march, and were 
going towards our ferry : I followed 
them, and had got about three miles, 
wjien I learnt that they were upon their 
return from the ferry, in full march 
towards us, and not more, than one 
mile diflant. Having fent Mr. kin- 
loch, my Aid, to reconnoitre, and 
bring me a particular account, he 
Vol.. VIII. 



foen returned, and informed me, that 
they were juft at hand. I haftened 
our march to gain a fwamp which 
was near, but finding the enemy had 
already got poflefGoiLof the ground I 
had intended to occupy, I halted at 
about two hundred yards, and drew 
the troops up to the right and left of 
the road, with two field-pieces in the 
centre, and a fmall field-piece on the 
right, in the wood. On the enemy's 
nearer approach, I ordered Captain 
Heyward to begin with the two field- 
pieces, advanced my right and left 
wings nearer the fwamp, and the 
firing became pretty general. This 
action was reverfed from the ufual 
way of fighting between the Britifh 
and the Americans, they taking to 
the butties, and we remaining upon 
the open ground. After fome little 
time, finding our men too much ex- 
pofed to the enemy's fire, I ordered 
them to take trees. About three 
quarters of an hour after the action 
began, I heard a general cry through 
the line of " no more cartridges,'* 
and was alio informed by Captains 
Heywood and Rutledge, that the am- 
munition for the field pieces were al« 
moft expended, after firing about 
forty rounds from each piece ; upon 
this, I ordered the field-pieces to be 
drawn off very flowly, and the right 
and left wings to keep pace with the 
artillery, to cover their flanks, which 
was done in tolerable order for un- 
difciplined troops. The enemy had 
beat their retreat before we began to 
move, but we had little or no ammu- 
nition, and could not of confequence 
purfue. They retreated fo haftily as 
to leave an officer, one Serjeant, and 
three privates wounded in a houfe 1 
near the action, and their dead lying 
on the field — it is impoflible, as yct> 
to be particular with refpect to the 
latter, two officers we have found and 
feven men; they fought from very 
thick butties : Captain Barnwell with 
a few light horfe, was of infinite fer- 
vice in giving us frequent intelligence 
A a of 
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of the enemy's motions, apd attack- 
ing' their rear as they .retreated, fie 
had at one time a Captain Brewer, 
who, is much wounded, two Ser- 
jeants, and twelve privates prisoners ; 
but a party of the enemy, having 
rallied in their retreat, retook the 
Captain, one Serjeant, and fix. men ; 
the remainder however he brought off 
with twelve ftands of arms and 
Brewer's fufee— Barnwell had about 
fifteen men. It makes mc happy to 
allure you that our militia have not 
loft that, fpirit which they have al- 
ways been allowed to poflefs : nothing 
but diicipline is wanting to make 
them good troops. The Charles- 
town artillery behaved gallantly, they 
flood to their pieces like veterans,, 
and ferved them well, till I was con- 
tained to order them to retire, in 
cenfeqaence of their ammunition be- 
ing nearly expended. I had in the 



informed us of feveral particulars 
already mentioned, as alfo that o v m£ 
fecond (hot from the field-piece had 
difabled a howitzer, which they had 
fired but once. I think by all' you 
may collect from this letter, you mM 
allow we have beat them. 

I am, Dear General, 

Your affectionate and humble v fervant t; 
William MoultjUb* 
Brigadier-general . 

. " P. S. My Aid-de-Camp is a 
very gallant youth, and is an honour ; 

to his country." 

PublifheJ by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Philadelphia, Jprilb. 
ExtraS of a Utter from Ea*entoit 9 

North-Carolina, March 19, 1779. 

" The cirenmftance of the Britifh 
troops landing in Georgia, and the 



action only nine Continental trocps— , fending two thoufand five hundred 



Captain Treville, two officers and fix 
privates, with one brafs two-pounder, 
and only fifteen rounds: I muil add, 
in jufticeto them,' that they behaved 
very welL It feems abfolutely ne- 
cefiary for me to remain here a few 
days longer, in order to. have the, 
wounded properly taken care of, and 
other .matters put in a rightchannel — 
I* fhould be glad of your per mi ffion 
for that purpofe, and to know how 
long I may ftay. This moment died 
a valuable officer and good citizen, 
of the wounds he received yefterday, 
Benjamin Wilkins, a Lieutenant of- 
tfce town-artillery. We have three 
or four other officers wounded, Cnpt. 
Hey ward flight ly in the arm, and 
Lieutenants Sawyer and Brown, both 
of, the light infantry; with fix or 
feven privates killed on the field, and 
about fifteen wounded: I cannot be 
very particular as yet, having had no 
regular returns made me. The ene- 
my's body confifted of two companies 
of the 60th, and one of the i6th, all 
picked light infantry. 

We had five delerters from the^n 
immediately after the action, who 



men from this State to the afliflance 
of that State and South-Carolina, in- 
duced the difaffected people in the 
weftern parts of our State to aflemlle 
in arms ; their intention was to join 
the Britifh . troops, and I believe a 
confiderable number who went off 
without arms, and in a private man* 
ner, did actually join them. Others 
more hardy collected them felves to-" 
gether to the amount of feven hun- 
dred, in order to march in a body ; 
they were met with by abovtf five 
hundred militia haftily collected, who 
attacked them, and, it is faid, killed ' 
and took prifoners about two hun- 
dred, and difperfed the others. 

*' The Britifh troops had pene- 
trated up the country as far as Au- 
gufta, in Georgia ; but not finding lb 
many of their friends to join them as 
they expected, they made a precipi- 
tate retreat down to- the town of Sa- 
vannah, leaving their friends, the 
Tories, and their Tick, to fhift for 
themCelves. 

Charles-town, March 24. His 
Excellency John Rutledge, our Go- 
vernor, arrived at the camp from the 

interior 
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interior country Jafl: Thurfday. He 
was accompanied Uy Pierce Butler, 
Efq. who, at , the requeft of feveral 
gentlemen, has taken upon him the 
laborious duty of Adjutant-general, 
This gentleman was formerly Major 
in the 39th regiment of Englim, fent 
to Boflon at the beginning of the war j 
but making a tour through the Co- 
lonies, he married Mifs Middleton, 
who had a very great fortune, and he 
is now become an American. As 
General Prevoil intends coming into 
this State, General Lincoln has made 
a movement for him. 



Cbartes-to<wn, South- Carolina* 
Jipril 28. 

Our laft advices from Georgia are, 
that the British army and navy there 
begun to be very fickly, and fenfibly 
fo feel the wantofprovifions, having 
already -exhaufted that part of the 
country which is in their pofleflion. 
That; they fuller moil from the want 
of flour ; and had not been able to 
procure even Indian corn meal.— 
That their dependence had been 
upon New-York or Great Britain, 
as well for bread and flour, as for 
reinforcements, but had received 
^either from either ; and now clearly 
fee the impofltbility of fubfifting the 
troops already there much longer. 
—That the Jaibn privateer, of zz 
guns, Capt. Potterfield, which had 
carried Jonathan Bryan* Efq. to 
^lew-York, had failed on her return 
from thence, with a vi&uallerand fix 
trading veflels, bat mifcarried, and 
were fuppofed to be taken By the 
American frigates from Boflon.— 
That three vefTels arrived at Savannah 
laft week, bat without bread, being' 
from Tortola, Jamaica, aftd New- 
Providence. — That being obliged to 
ufe r;ce inflead of bread, bad greatly 
difgufled the Heflians, — That there 
are flill remaining 50c miferable cap- 
tives on board the three prifon and the 
hospital fhips, who were very fickly 
and died fall, having a doctor to at- 
tend them, but without medicines, 



or any other necefTary or comfort, 
befides beef and rice. —That the. 
weekly allowance to each prifonfer 
per week, is five pints and an half of 
rice, four pounds of beef, andtwojiJls 
of rum ; and the provifion the fame 
as is fupplied to the navy and army. 
— That more diilrefs, and no pro- 
Cpe6t of being foon exchanged, had 
induced many of our foldiers, and 
fome of our feame'n on board the 
prifon-fliips, to enter into the Britifh 
fervice, as the only means to efcape 
from thofe noifomejails^ — That lail 
Friday 13 large tranfports, received 
orders to fend up their boats to Sa- 
vannah, for fix weeks provifion, which 
they had accordingly taken in, with, 
the neceiTary quantity of wood and 
water; thatthe invalids were actually 
put on board thefe tranfports, and 
feveral of the Georgia loyalifls had 
alfo embarked, amongft them Wil- 
liam Talifer, Efq. and that it was 
given out that they were to fail for 
New- York, under convoy of the 
Daphne, a Liverpool privateer ihip, 
of 16 guns, and the Hornet armed 
prize brig. — That when thefe veifels 
axe gone, there will remain at Ty- 
bee, Cockfpur, and Savannah, the 
following Britiftx veflels Qf war, viz. 
the Fowcy, of 24 guns, the Vigi- 
lant (not in a condition to put to 
fea for any voyage) the Green wick 
armed iloop* the Comet galley, the 
Thunder galley from St. Auguftine, 
all withdrawn from their late flation 
at the mouth of Abercorn creek, ana 
the Congrefs and Lee prize galleys, 
both rehtted. — That Savannah has 
been fortified as well as the nature of 
its fituation would admit, with bat- 
teries and lines. — That the enemy 
being under fome apprehenfions of an. 
attack by fea, had lail Sunday begun 
to level the fand at Tybee, and ereel 
platforms to mount cannon, which 
it was fuppofed would be taken from 
the Vigilance ; and the troops frpm 
the out-pofis were faid to be marching 
down to the vicinity of Savannah." 
And that the late renewal of the em- 
A a a bargo 
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bargo here, had. had the good effect 
to draw 20 Britifh privateers at once, 
from this coaft to Tibee, where they 
had determined to proceed to cruize for 
the French fleet in the Weft- Indies. 

Pbiladtlphia, May 2!. The Iaft 
advices from South-Carolina inform, 
that the iritilh army had entered that 
State, with intent, as was fuppofed, 
to getpofleffion of Charles- town, and 
that Count Pulaflci has had a fmart 
fkirmilh, in which his horfe was 
killed under him, the Count him- 
felf not hurt, and that feveral 
officers in his corps were killed ; 
but as General Moultrie was in their 
front, and General Lincoln in their 
rear, both with a confiderable army, 
it was very probable there would be 
another Convention. The inhabi- 
tants of Charles-town are in high 
fpirits, have plenty of provifions, are 
ftrongly fortified, and have a large 
number of feamen afhore, to afEfl at 
the great guns. 

Bofion, May 22. Laft Thurfday 
fe'nnight arrived at Providence, a 
brig, in ten days paflage from South- 
Carolina* 

By letters received in the above 
vefTel, it appears, that the American 
army, in that quarter, enjoys the 
greateit degree of health, is in the 
higheft fpirit, and daily encreafmg ; 
and it is expefted that it will foon be 
in fufficient force to drive the enemy 
from Georgia, and re-eftabliih a free 
government there, inftead of the ci- 
vil military tyranny it now fuffers. 
That the Britons, by their emifla- 
ries, latelyattemptedtoburn Charles* 
town; but one of the mifcreants be- 
ing caught with a fire-brand in his 
hand, julfc letting fire to a huufe/was 
immediately burnt. That two vil- 
lains were lately hanged there, whtf 
were token up fome time ago, in at- 
tempting to go to the enemy, with a 
plan of all the forts in and 4ear 
Charles^town, and a particular ac- 
count of all the troops in that de- 
partment* 



By a gentleman from Head-Quar- 
ters we are informed, that the enemy 
about a fortnight fince, deftroyed all 
their works at Kingfbridge, and re- 
tired to Harlem heighths,acrofs which 
they have conftrucled fome redoubts. 

New-York, May 29. By the Vigi- 
Iant's tender from Georgia, we are 
informed, that the head-quarters of 
the Royal army are at Puryihurg, in 
South-Carolina ; Mr* Lincoln hav- 
ing retreated to Orangeburgh, and 
that it (eemed to be the intention of 
General Prevoft to take poffeffion 
of Beaufort ; things go on very proP- 
peroufly in that now happy pro- 
vince. 



Philadelphia* June 2, Saturday ar- 
rived at New London, the brig ', 

Captain Phipps, in ten days, from 
Charles-town, South-Carolina, who 
informs, that the Britifli army, con- 
filling of 7000 men, had made a cir- 
cuitous march by way of Puryfburg, 
and got into the rear of General 
Lincoln's army, of 3000 men, and in 
the front of General Moultrie's ar- 
my, alfo of 3 coo, within fifty miles 
of Charles - town ; that Charles- 
town was picketted, and walled by 
the inhabitants* who were determined 
to defend the town to the lafl extre- 
mity, provided the enemy mould be 
hardy enough to proceed to that 
place. 

Willi amjhurghy Firginia t 
Mayzi, 1779. 

I received the letter which ac- 
companies this yefterday from South- 
Carolina, by exprefs, and, by defire of 
Lieutenant-governor Bee, tranfmit it 
to you (or the perufal of Congrefs. 
With great regard, I have the honour 
to be, Sir, your Excellency's moil 
obedient fervant, 

" P. Henry." 

HisExcelkncytbtPrejidtnt efQtngreft* 

C*py 
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Copy of a letter from Lieutenant-ge- 
wrnor Bee, to Patrick Henry, 

Charles-town t South-Carolina* 

Sir. Maj S 'l>>i779' 
" The enemy having croffed from 
Georgia to this State, and by a rapid 
movement got between General Lin- 
coln and Charles-town, and bending 
their whole force this way ; they were 
this morning within fixty-eight iriiles 
of us, and are purfuing General 
Moultrie, who, with about fifteen 
hundred men, is retreating before 
them. Governor Rutledge, with 
about three hundred and fifty men, 
had marched from Orangeburgh on 
Monday to join General Moultrie, 
but I much fear will be too late. 
General Lincoln intended coming on 
their rear, but they were at leaft four 
days march a-head of him. 

*< In this fituation, I thought it 
my duty, once more, to requeft the 
aid of our brethren of Virginia. No 
time is to be loft. Indeed, I fear any 
affiftance will come full late. lam, 
with great efteem, your Excellency's 
moft obedient humble fervant, 

" Tho. Bee. 

" Colonel John Laurens received 
a flight wound in the arm, in a fkir- 
mifti with the enemy's advanced par- 
ty yefterday, and his horfe was alfo 
ihot. He is in a good way. Pray 
let his father know this, as I have not 
time to write to him." 
His Excellency Patrick Henry, Efq* 

Governor of Virginia* 

By order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 



pounder, and one twelve in her prow> 
two nine-pounders and two fixes ia 
her wafte, and manned with too 
men; the other with 130 French, 
carrying one twelve and one nine- 
pounder in her prow, two four and 
two one-pounders, befides fwivels, ia 
her wafte) attacking the Greenwich 
armed floop, Comet, Thunder, and 
Hornet galleys, off Yamafee Bluff, 
and that the aclion had ended with 
the capture of the two rebel galleys. 
Captain Henry writes, that the offi- 
cers and men all behaved well, and 
that he was repairing the galleys, 
which would be fooh ready for fervice, 
and that they were fit veffels, if the 
Crown chofe to purchafe them : I 
have therefore directed an exact va- 
luation to be made ; and as fuch vef- 
fels are materially wanted there, I 
have, at the requeft of Sir Henry 
Clinton, caufed them to be purchaied 
for his MajeftVs fervice ; and cora- 
miflioned the Congrefs, by the name 
of the Scourge, and appointed Lieu- 
tenant George Prince, from half-pay, 
Lieutenant and Commander of her; 
and Mr. Edward Ellis Watmough to 
the Lee, called now the Vindictive. 
\Londcn Gazette* 



Rainbow, off Port/mouth, in Virginia, 
May ZZj 1779. 
"In a letter received from Cap- 
tain Henry, the fenior officer of ,tne 
King's (hips at Georgia, juft before I 
left New-York, dated 16th , April, 
from Savannah, he mentions two 
rebel galleys, called the Congrefs and 
Lee, the former carrying one eighteen- 



ExtraB of a letter from General Sir* 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
Bath, to Lord G 10 kg e Germain, 
dated Head Quarters, Philifjbu >gb t 
June lS. 

Not having received any accounts 
whatever from Major-general Pre- 
voft, ftnee his letter of the i6th of 
April, I can only inclofe, for your 
Lordfhip's information, copies of re- 
ports and intelligence lately received 
from Georgia. 

Thefe reports mention, that Ge- 
neral Prevoft had advanced to South- 
Carolina; that the enemy hact de- 
ferted Fort Johnfon ; that the Bri* 
tifh troops were in poffeflion of James 
Idaiid ; that preparations were mak- 
ing to attack Sullivan's IflanJ ; and 
that General Pre'voil had faid, in a 
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letter written to Savannah, that he 
hoped foon to be in pofTeffion of 
'Charles-town ; that they had offered 
to capitulate, on condition of their 
remaining neuter, which the General 
would not grant them, or any other 
terms but their furrenderingprifoners 
of war. That at Beaufort, Port 
Royal, the General had had a ikir. 
toifh with the rebels; that he then 
proceeded, having been joinsd by 
great numbers of Carolinians; and 
that many of the inhabitants on the 
North fide of the Savannah had come 
into the out-pofts, and were forming 
into a body, naming themfelves the 
Corolina Volunteers. The troops 
were uncommonly healthy, and pro- 
Vifions were plentiful, and very 
cheap. The Rofe, and another man 
of war, with the convoy, were arrived 
without lofing a veflel, at Savannah, 
from New-York; and 17 fail of flaps 
had alfo arrived from Great Britain 
and Ireland at Tybee: that great 
number of refugees were preparing to 
return from Eaft Florida and Geor- 
gia to South Carolina, induced there- 
to by the fucceiTes the Britifh troops 
had met with in thofe provinces. 

Thefc reports were received from 
Captain Symonds, of his Majefty's 
fhip the Solebay, which arrived at 
New-York the 17th of June, from 
Savannah, in i$ days, — From Mr. 
Paumier, Deputy-CommifTary of the 
a,rmy in North-America, in a letter 
dated Savannah, 23d of May. — And 
from Mr. James M'Alpine, Com- 
mander of a fchooner, who arrived at 
New- York on Wednefday the 16th 
of June, from St. John's in Eaft- 
'Florida ; and laft from off Tybee in 
Savannah -River, Georgia, whence he 
took his departure the 5th of Jure. 
[London Gazette* 

fciifonable, off New -York* June 18, 

*779- 
Sir, 
The Solebay arrived Iafl night. 
She brings* me difpatches from Cap- 



tain Henry, fenior officer of the Kin^g'i 
(hips at Georgia, which I have the 
honour to communicate to their Lord* 
fhijM herewith j and am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and 
mpft humble fervant, * 
Geo. Collier. < 
Philip Stephens, Efq. 
Extras of a letter from Captain 

Henry, fenior officer of his Ma- 
jefy*e Jbips in * Georgia, to Sir 

George Collier, 
Sir, Savannah, MayZ$ 9 1 7 76* 

I Have the honour of your letter 
and orders by the <Rofe and Solebay, 
who brought all their convoy fate. 
Thia goes by the Solebay, who fail* 
to-morrow morning. 

The King's troops, about 3000, 
under Major-general Prevoft, crofled 
Savannah River on the 29th of April, 
and marched from Puryfburg toward^ 
Charles-town, the rebels abandoning 
every ftrong poft as our army ap- 
proached. We are now, without 
lofs, in pofTeffion of James Ifland, 
John's Ifhnd, and all the fouth fide 
of Charles-town harbour, the rebel* 
having abandoned and burnt Fort 
Johnfon. General Moultrie is in 
Charles-town with 1000 men; and 
General Lincoln at Dorchefter, afraid 
to come on Charles-town Neck, left 
we mould get behind him. 

The Greenwich armed floop, Co- 
met and Snake galleys, with four 
victuallers of eafy draught, are gone 
up Stono Inlet, and from thence up 
the river to Wapoo Cut, agreeable to 
the General's requeft. 

The Vigilant is ordered from" Port 
Royal with eight tranfports and an 
ordnance brig to Five-fathom Hole, 
within Charles-town bar, to co-ope- 
rate as much as po&ble . with the 
army. 

The German Provincial armed 
fhip remains at Port Royal, for the 
protection of the inhabitants, who, 
together with all the other j/lands, 
have fent in their fubmiffions, Wheo 
the Vigilant and armed veilels failed 

from 
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frpm hence, they went through Col- 
libogie* Sound and Scull Creek into 
Broad River: and, on their approach, 
the rebels burnt Fort Lyttleton, in 
Port Royal, and abandoned another 
fart on St. Helena, leaving it entire. 
We have taken the guns out of both, 
there being no troops to garrifon 
them, and not caring to leave them 
in our rear, left the rebels fliould re- 
poflefs them. 

: Charles-town has offered to capi- 
tulate, if they might remain neuter 
during the war, which was refufed : 
our army is in pofleffion of feveral 
flats and canoes on Afhley River; 
they have befides feven flat boats 
from hence; their plan is to crofs 
the harbour, and, ilpoflible, poflefs 
Mount Pleafant. 

The Rote and Keppel brig are to 
fail in two days with two of the 
victuallers from York, and one from 
hence with rum, which the army 
wants ; they are ordered to join the 
Vigilant in Five-fathom Hole. 

Four veffels are juft arrived from 
the Weft Indies with rum, which has 
fe*t us up in that article. 

The fupply of ftores and flops you 
have been pleafed to fend in the Rofe, 
js very ample to our wants. 
Sir, 
Your moil obedient and 
moft humble fervant, 

John Henry. 
l*ondon Gazette.] 

Chatham, June.\$. On Sunday 
Jaft an exprefs from Congrefs to his 
Excellency General Washington pafled 
through Morris-town, on his way to 
head-quarters ; by him we have the 
following glorious and important in- 
telligence, which Congrefs received 
by exprefs from General Lincoln laft 
Friday evening, viz. That the enemy 
attacked our lines at Charles-town, 
iri South Carolina, on the 14th ult. 
but met with fo warm a reception, 
that they thought proper to retire ; 
however, they returned ihortly.after- 



wards,, in full force, and renewed 
the attack with great fury, but with 
as little fuccefs as before ; for they, 
were oppofed with a fpirit peculiar 
to men who fight from principle, and! 
feel the juftice and importance of 
their caufe. The conteft was exceed-, 
ihg obftinate, but rather in favour o£ 
the American arms, when General* 
Lincoln appeared with the troops, 
under his command, and decided the. 
fate of the day ; for falling upon the, 
enemy's rear, he threw them into 
the utmoft confufion, and obliged. 
them to confult their fafety by a, 
precipitate and irregular fight, up- 
wards of 1400, whereof many were 
new levies, were found upon the, 
field filled and wounded, and their 
baggage, artillery, and ammunition,, 
have fallen into, our hands. 

Our victorious troops purfued the 
fugitives, and made 100 more of* 
them prifoners ; and it is expected, 
that not a man of them will efcape, . 
as fuflicient detachments have occu* 
pied the feveral partes through the 
country, to prevent the. ftragglerg. 
from getting away*— Prifoners were - 
continually coming in when the ex- 
prefs left South Carolina. 

It is faid, that when the enemy . 
in Georgia heard of the above defeat, 
the merchants who had gone with . 
them (and other friends to Govern-"* 
ment) put their property on board 
the fmall veflels lying at Savannah,, 
and embarked for New-York and 
Providence, 

[New Jerfey Journal** 

Bofton % March 18, 1779. 
By two mejfengers lately arrived from 
Philadelphia y <we have papers t§ 
the 6th of March : of the content t ■_ 
of which nve can only give a faith- 
ful abftraftto our readers* 
From thefe papers it appears, that 
near 14,000 freeman of Pennfyl- 
vania have exprefTed by petition and -■ 
remonftrance their difapprobation of 
any meafures to difturb the execution 

of 
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of the prcfent plan of government ; 

a number which has never before ap- 
peared on any occaflon in that State ; 
and that in the General Aflembly 
feventy-feven voted for refciuding 
the late refolution of the Houfe for 
taking the fenfe of the people re- 
specting a Convention, and that only 
seven of the Aflembly were againft 
refcinding, fo that their government 
is likely to remain on its prefent 
efhblifhment. Upon this occaflon, 
a writer, whofe fignature is T. G. 
addrefles Governor Morris, Efq. dele- 
gate of the State of New-York, upon 
a piece fuppofed to be written by 
Wm, figned an American, obferving 
that his colleague, Mr. Deer, from 
the fame State, had meddled too 
pinch in the internal affairs of Penn- 
fylvania, and cautions Mr. Morris 
againft fach a conduct ; declaring, 
that his (Mr. Morris's) favourite 
points feem to be to difgrace Pennfyl- 
vania, to infult its Prefident (Mr. 
Reed) and to fupport General Ar- 
nold, This writer goes on to obferve, 
that the militia of Pennfylvania 
will never aft, while General Ar- 
nold has the command in the city ; 
or if they do, their firft aft will be to 
cxpell him from the State ; and if the 
Aflembly do their duty, their firft aft 
will be to demand of the Congrefs, 
that he be removed from his com- 
mand in Philadelphia. A bill has 
been brought into the Aflembly of 
that State, for the gradual abolition 
©f flavery ; and at the fame time, 
fecurely prohibiting the Blacks mar- 
rying with the Whites. Prefident 
Reed has publifhed in the Pennfylva- 
nia Gazette, of the 24th of February, 
a particular account of the affair, re- 
fpe&ing Governor Johnftone and Mrs. 
Ferguflbn. He begins with obferv- 
ing, ** Whether the Britifh Commif- 
doners, or any of them, attempted to 
corrupt the reprefentatives of Ame- 
rica, in a point fo interefting to the 
caufe of liberty and virtue, that, as 
an hiftorical fail, it cannot be too 



clearly elucidated and explained.** 
He proves, from his own and Mrs. 

Ferguflbn's declaration, beyond all 
doubt, and in oppofition to Governor 
Johnftone's folemn declaration in Par- . 
liament, that fuch an attempt was 
made upon him by the Governor. 
But as Mrs. Ferguflbn had an eftate 
depending on the decifion of autho- 
rity in Pennfylvania, and fhe appear- 
ed folicitous not to be confidered as 
falling in with the views of Governor 
Johnftone in this matter, Prefident 
Reed fpeaks of her with the greateft 
candour and tendernefs. He clofes 
his account of the matter in the fol- 
lowing words, which, taken in con- 
nection with his conduct in fo 
trying a rircumftance, does him par- 
ticular honour. ■" With refpeft to 

myfelf, while I deferve the efteem 
and affeftion of my fellow-citizens 
and countrymen, I do not doubt I 
fhall poflefs them — I have no claim 
upon them longer; and as to this 
tranfaftion, particularly with the Bri- 
tifh Commiflioners, I confider myfelf 
more truly rich in the good opinion 
and favour of my country, . than all 
the gold of Britain can ever make 
me." Rich and glorious man in- 
deed ! who could reply to an offer 
of ten thoufand pounds fterling, and 
the beft poft in the Colonies in the 
King's gift, — " I am not worth pur- 
chafing ; but fuch as I am, the King 
of Great Britain is not rich enough 
to do it f " 

[Bofton Cbropicle. 

Philadelphia, April IO, The Eng- 
lifh, the beginning of January, took 
pofleflion of that part of St. Martin's 
ifland, which belonged to France. 
A letter from Martinico, of good 
authority, dated March 9, fays, the 
iflands of St. Martin and St. Bartho- 
lomew, which the Englifti had, taken 
from us, are retaken by three fri- 
gates, which hath tarnimed the tri- 
umph of our enemies upon that In- 
considerable event. 

For 
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donations feel fa* one another;— * 
the political body ha* n6 heart— had 
fuch a thing as political affection ear- 
ifled, we had never been seduced to 
our prefent fituatibn, not had Eng- 
land robbed us of that commerce t 
the want of which has funk us to 
beggary. She had riot in 1666 de- 
prived us of the live cattle trade; 
Fomething beneath her envy, but «*r 
.great fubfirlence ; nor had (he in 
169$, totally, and at once/ deprived 
us of the woollen trade, when the 
country was a (beep walk; and this 
aft of power was a denunciation of 
famine againft the inhabitants, as 
it was of war againft the constitu- 
tion. 

# The real, ftill Ids the imaginary 
intereftof Manchefter, &c. ought hot 
to be preferred to that of a kingdom 
and an empire, upon a principle of 
policy* but certainly it will upon a 
principle of affection ; for each part 
of England is dearer to her f than 
the whole of Ireland ; and nations 
have affections for themfelves, though 
they have none.for one another. 

The facrcd Ulence till lately ob- 
ierved by us, in our own caufe, left 
the English country gentlemen at 
large upon the Irifh queflion, to 
Jlatter the prejudices of each manu- 
facturing borough, and to decide the 
fate of this* country upon as narrow, 
fubfervient, and unfcrupalous a prin- 
ciple as formerly in cafes of election 
determined the rights of his own con- 
ftituents. The fame filence loft us 
the Miniftcr of England. We nei- 
ther compelled nor enabled him to 
fcrve us— he could hot have hitherto 
Hated the diffraction and refoiution of 
Ireland as an excufe for oppofmg the 
manufacturing towns of his own 
country — he, therefore, knowing what 
we would bear and what they would 
not — yielded — he yielded to fpiri(» 
and ftood firm againft pufiilanimity. 

9 This and the following pages, to 200, contain a pamphlet which 
was publ&ed in Dublin, in the month of July 1779, and has been exceed* 
ingly well received in Ireland. 

V«i. VJH B b The* 



For the RxMEttBftANCEJU 
Cfnfideratientvn' the expediency ondne- 
teffity of the prefent affociatiom $4 
Ireland, and on the trade, tnanufac* 
tares, and internal fihuuhm -of that 
kingdom. With Jbme oh/ervajiont 
entbeeffe&s of an unicnivitb Great 
Britain* In a letter to the people of 
Ireland* 

Yourauociation at this time is a 
meafure of neceffity; it is founded 
upon a principle of (elf-defence into 
which you have been finally driven, 
When every method in the fhape of 
patience and liberality had failed* 

After a long and feyere experience 
you have proved, that nothing can be 
expected for Ireland, except from, 
thofe fonrces erf relief* by which alone 
any country can be faved, — her *wn 
co-operation and her own fpirit. 

There is noinftance, at leaft I ne- 
ver heard *f any* where a nation en* 
larged her trade, defended her liber- 
ty* and fed her inhabitants by the dint 
and efficacy tifmeanncls and fubmif- 
fion ; I am fare Ireland is an in (lance 
of a country lofing her trade, impair- 
ing her liberty, and reducing her peo- 
ple to want by an unparalleled pro* 
penfity to forrendcr every (thing to 
Great Britain* without finding relief, 
when /he afterwards threw her&lf on 
the pride of that country for arms and 
iubfiftence. 

The poverty of fpirit, with which 
we have yielded fo much* has held 
out the remainder an object of plun- 
der, for which no nation nor man will 
be ever grateful* Our impatience to 
give has beeaconftruedan impotence 
to keep, or a fear to refufe, and has 
proved an invitation to take, without 
thanks or moderation* 

However* we are convinced at 
length, of what we might have known 
At Arft, that we cannot be relieved 
but by our own inter pofition ; for 
England does not feel for Ireland, nor 
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There is no fuch thing as political 
humanity ; or, if the Sentiment did 
exift, it is not likely to be found in a 
country of commerce* 

The habits of barter do very much 
. contract the political mind. 

Jeaioafy, monopoly, and pride, 
combining in the foul of a commer- 
cial empire^ exclude every thing, 
except induftry/pun&uality, and that 
fpeties of probity which is neceffary 
for credit. 

The difference between the tyranny 
of a monarch and that of a body of 
merchants* confifts in fomething more 
than being governed- by the abfolote 
will of one man, and the madnefs of 
a multitude. 

The abfolute monarch AvllI Only 
plunder the individual and the na- 
tion of part of their acquisitions* the 
mercantile dominion will prevent 
both from acquiring — under the for- 
mer, the nation may flourifh, though 
feme individuals fee) great afts of 
cruelty and rapine — under the latter 
the nation will ftarve, and there is 
no individual that will not be ulti- 
mately affe&ed by radical ads of 
feverity andreftri&ion. — The one 
takes from the tree much of its fruit, 
the other <ftarves the root, and pre- 
vents the bearing.— -The one is a 
moral evil, the other a tyranny, 
amounting to a phyfical interdict. . 

With refpe£ to Liberty, it may be 
faid, that it were better to be prohi- 
bited from acquiring, than to have 
the acquifition fubjeft to be taken 
' away without con fen t. — I think fo ; 
but the mercantile empire, which be- 
gins by taking from the connected 
country her Trade, will foon proceed 
to make very bold attempts upon her 
liberty. — Under pretence of main- 
, tatning trade- laws, me will affert in 
sail cafes, and exercife infime, the 
power of binding internally ; and 
next aflume the right of taxings- 
one infringement will lead to ano- 
ther ; and the *. Mother Country, 
•grown- infolent from empire, and 
diilempered from its fumes, to main- 
tain a dominion (he has ufurped, will 



affert the right of taking away the 
liberty which (he has left. — Such 
was the power exercifed againffc A- 
merica, and denounced again ft Ire* 
land^-the refiftance of the former has 
faved the latter. ■ 

It is becaufe fuch a theory was not 
extended, that our connexion with 
England is a bleffing, and not the 
greateft curfe that could befall a na- 
tion. 

Great Britain cannot, I have faid, 
feel for Ireland ; and, if fhc did, (be 
is ignorant of her condition. 

A country, with forae reafon, felf- 
pofleffed, "greatly agitated about her 
Own affairs*— incurious — difpofed to 
negleft all other nations and to (light 
Ireland* Great Britain, whenever 
our name was mentioned, has (hewn 
an ignorance of the caufe of our dif- 
treffes, that could be equalled by no- 
thing except her indifference about 
relieving them* In the latitude which 
thofe diltrefles afford for conjecture, 
her people afcribe our prefept condi- 
tion to a variety of grievances, none 
of which are the caufe, but each, of 
-them great aggravations of an origi- 
nal, narrow, and pernicious policy. 

Some have attributed the bank* 
ruptcy of our merchants, the beggary 
of our manufacturers, and the uni- 
verfal poverty of the kingdom, to a 
penfion lift of loo.oool. per annum. 
There is fomething more than igno- 
rance that mixes itfelf.in this idea ; — 
a determination not to relieve us 
upon the fubjedl of trade. — While 
they complain of our pennon lift, 
they are only guarding their own 
monopoly, and throw us for redrefs 
upon reduction without commerce. 

Mancheiler does not care how oeco- 
tooraic our government (hall be, pro- 
vided our country does not acquire a 
trade; the Minister, on his part, is 
not anxious about what yon may get 
in trade, provided you fupport hi* 
fyftem of prodigality : and thus doea 
.Ireland continue diubled, and over- 
burdened, between manufacturing 
towns maintainingtheirmonopoly,ana 
the Minifter vindicating hi» plunder. 

Another 
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Another opinion attributes our mi- 
fery to the high letting of land. If 
this is an evil in Ireland, it is a very 
deplorable one, bccaufe beyond the 
power of human Aatute to remedy— 
if the tenantry of Ireland will be fa* 
tisfied to live upon lefs than the ne- 
ce/Taries of life, while in England they 
infill upon more, we cannot retrain 
the humility of our people by act of 
Parliament-^-but if the fuppofed high 
letting of land were the caufe of our 
diftrefs, then it had not been the 
manufacturers, but the tenantry who 
would have been the iirlfc and prin- 
cipal fufferers.' 

'Tis true, the tenantry did feel and 
will feel, I fear long, the wretched- 
nefs of the IsJk years ; not from the 
exaction of the landlord, but the 
ruinous contract of the Minifter— the 
embargo— which lay upon this coun- 
try for three years like a curfe, and is 
now felt in its effects like a plague ! 
which prevented the tenantry from 
making any ufe of their land, and 
would have rendered any rent an ex- 
orbitant one I 

But fuppofing the land of Ireland 
too high lett, yet when it is lett for fo 
much Tefs than the land in England, 
why fhould our tenantry feel that 
rent exorbitant t fiecaufe they hive 
not a number of manufacturing towns 
to confume the produce of their land, 
nor a foreign market to export their 
manufacture to; becaufe by refine- 
tions on trade they are not permitted 
to make ufe of their land. The 
want of trade in Ireland is a rack 
rent and an enormous land-tax. 

If then the caufe of our diftrefles 
is the high price of land, as it is im- 
poflible to call in all the leafes in the 
kingdom, and to fet up a ilandard 
value beyond which neither the 
owner nor the bidder mall advance, 
the only remedy I fee, is to reflore 
the fubjects of Ireland to thofe laws 
and charters, which, in common with 
the Englifh, gave them a free and 
open market for the produce of their 
land. 



Imuflobferve here, that in molt 
of the fpeculations of the Epglflh, 
upon the diftrefsof Ireland, there is 
fomething dangerous ; and, as when 
thjey afcribed the famine of our ma- 
nufacturers to placemen and pen- 
fioners, they only meant an averfioa 
to relieve us by enlarging our trade; 
fo when they dwelt on the exorbitancy 
of our rents, they intended not com- 
panion for the tenantry, but a tax 
upon the landlord* 

They fugged that the gentlemen 
of Ireland get too much fox their land 
and that government ought to have 
its proportion — the government of 
this country being unable to exift 
without reduction, a free trade or a 
land-tax, thefe gentlemen would urge 
you to the latter, inftead of the two 
former. — They would extend your 
grievances in the language of com- 
panion, and have difcovered the great 
feat of your diforder, to be in that 
part of the body in which you have 
not yet been wounded. 

Others afcribe the diftrefles of Ire- 
land to her military eflablifhment— 
certainly the army is on the part of 
Ireland a moft exorbitant contribu- 
tion to the Britifh Empire. ~ The 
hardihip is rendered greater by the 
vaft proportion of officers appointed 
without any view to the fervice, and 
merely to encreafe the influence of 
the crown. — Whether we confider the 
fize or regulation of our army, we 
muft acknowledge the eflablilhraent 
has been formed with no other view 
than to ferve the Empire of Great 
Britain, and corrupt the constitu- 
tion of Ireland — there never was a 
more ignorant idea than a fuppofi- 
tion, that the army of Ireland waa 
her defence; nor has there been a 
moment (though our army has coll us 
above 600,000]. per annum,) in 
which this country was in a ftate of in- 
ternal fecurity. 

The expence of an army fufEcient 
to defend us would be worfe than an 
invafion^ it would lay a poor country 

B b z ' under 
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urfder perpetual contribution to ftp- 
port her ovrn army, left ftie mould $e 
put under eventual contribution by 
the army of the enemy. 

Whether a defcent is made by a 
large force to reduce the kingdom, or 
a fmall body to pillage, the army we 
could fuibrin nruA be inadequate. In 
the firft event it would be too fmall, 
in the latter its operations, would be 
too late— the piifcnief would be done 
to the particular diftrift, and the 
kingdom would be at a further k)& in 
payrag for an unprofitable march of 
the army. 

Thus, our linen trade has always 
been fubjed (when Great Britain is 
at war) to CKcafbnal, depredation and 
conibnt panic* whenever a veffel of 
forcer is feen« or is thought to be fee* 
off the coaft. At this moment furely 
the neceffity raoft ftrtke every man, 
of taking the defence of bis property 
into his own handn when JBngland 
can't defend you with her navy, Ire- 
land can*t j>ay for an army, and go- 
vernment ts afraid of a militia—- in- 
deed in this pofture of affairs, the in- 
dependent companies are fo necefTary, 
that they feem to owe their exigence 
to ah iniHn&ire confent, operating on 
all minds at the fame moment. 
"They are not fenfible nor honeft 
men, who condemn the Earl of 
Huckinghamlhire for not' provoking 
the people of Ireland, by attempting 
to prevent them front taking the only 
obvious meafures of defence againffc 
the natural enemy. Had his Excel- 
lency made the attempt, he would 
have proclaimed that the Engliih go- 
vernment were more afraid of feeing 
Ireland in a ftate of defence, than of 
captivity. In our prefent condition 
to endeavour to prevent (for it could 
bem> more than an inflammatory en- 
deavour,) the Irifh from arming, had 
jbecn to confpire with the French 
King again It them. u Jn a difficult 
Situation his Excellency attetf with 
prudence and mildnefs, more con- 
fident with the fervice of the crown, 



than an. officious m t c ifc r enc c that 
frets the people into difquietudev 

But to return— from the cauies to 
which numbers in England appear to 
afcribe the prefent unfortunate ftate 
of Ireland, it would feem that in ge- 
neral they have no adequate idea of 
our fituation * and that it is ridicu- 
lous to expeft from them, without 
any interference, any adequate relief. 

It it true, apenfioo lift H a caufe, 
a prodigal fucceifion* of adntMuftra- 
tions is a caufe, and- an exorbitant 
military eftablifhment it a caufe—? 
but the fundamental caufe of our 
diftrefs is, that, being over-butdenecj 
by a penfion lift, and drained by an 
army, we are difabled by reftri&ions 
-—the internal fyftem of government. 
is ose grievance, the external policy 
of England is & greater grievance. 
Tie pillage of her government is 
forgotten in the monopoly of kef 
people* 

Befides the indifference of Great 
Britain to our miferies, and her ig- 
norance of our fituation, there it 
another caufe, which, however tri- 
vial in appearance, has not a little 
operated againft any cteemofinary 
enlargement of our commerce— the 
caufe I mean, is an obiBnate con- 
tempt which England has entertained 
for Ireland ; and the origin of that 
fentiment is the contempt which Ire- 
land has entertained for herfetf — J 
know not how it is, but the gentle- 
men of this country have hitherto 
thought* they exalted themfelves, by 
crying down one another ; that, by " 
the candour of acknowledging every 
falfe and opprobrious charge againft 
his native- country, each individual, 
Separately, acquitted himfelf ; and, 
by a faiHdious fenfe of his country's 
imperfections, 'proved that he, at 
leaft, was acquainted with fomething 
incomparably better- 1 — it is a difpo- 
fition natural to a people who have 
collectively fubmitted to fomc poli- 
tical fligma, which, in their perfo- 
nal capacity, thev labour to cancel. 
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T& » contempt for ourfelves we 
Kave added an admiration for Eng- 
land, which equally finks at in her 
opinion ; as admiration founded on 
our own humiliation ; which ha* led 
m to idolise her individuals, towor- 
fhip her fafirions, and tolerate no* 
thing but die manufactures and modes 
of the Ragliih, to the ruin of our 
country, and the laughter of their*. 

We have lUtewife loft her efteera 
by oor oonduft aa a people— -a* a 
people who, pofTeifed of the charters 
olEagla«d% of all the laws of all the 
Edwards, the great foundations of 
the petition and hill of rights, de- 
claratory only of thofe laws and 
charters, have patiently loft feme of 
jtke dearth privileges contained in 
them, and have, in eonfcquence of 
f*ch infringements, been kept aU 
Ways ianovcrimed, and have been 
occasionally reduced to beggary, with- 
out any remarkable fenfation on our 
part, except a contempt for ourfehres, 
and an admiration for the country 
who had thus reduced us to wsetch- 
edntfc. 

Her psbltc pillagers too, fent to 
prefide over os, unknown in their 
own country, and the iconrges of 
ours, have greatly added to our dif- 
repute, by expofing the extent of 
joar fubimffioii,\nd making our po- 
verty defpicable« 

A nation, weeping under the con- 
iequences of Blaquiirt, prefents no 
mpe&abie image of public calamity. 

On thefe general principles we 
cannot exped an effectual enlarge* 
ment of our trade from the volun* 
tary bounty of England ; but if a 
doubt fhould remain, turn to her 
conduct. 

In March, 1778, an application 
was made to this country for a vote 
of credit of 300,0001. to guard us 
again ft that enemy whom Great Bri- 
tain, in confequence of her civil war, 
had expofed us to. In the cburfe of 
that war two events had taken place, 
'Which made it difficult for Ireland 



to rate (a oohfiderable a firm. Her 
proviiton trade had been flopped by 
an embargo again ft law, under pre* 
tence of war, and her linen trade had 
been a great fufFerer during the courfc 
of ft. 

There was another reafon for mak* 
ing the grant of 300,0001* ftill mom 
questionable. 

The ordinary revenues of the king- 
dom had been grofsly misapplied, tor 
a courfe of years, in a fcandalooe 
fyfttm of corruption and prodigality, 
in the civil and military eftablim- 
ments, and in every branch of the 
expences of government — however 
this fum was granted in a moment, 
and without any thing like an cfti- 
mate— it was granted, becaufe it wae 
a&ed ; and the queftion was carried 
by a cry ; as if an attention to pub- 
lic money, when the Minifter wae 
pleafed to want it, wore the afpeft 
of difloyaltv.— It was thought at that 
time judicious to grant 300,000!* 
without any tipulation in favour of 
trade or reduction ; in hopes that af- 
ter we had fhewn fuch a prompt con* 
fidence in our abilities, the pity and 
gratitude of England would fpeedily> 
enlarge that commerce which had 
been formerly reduced by the Parlia* 
ment of Great Britain, and was- now 
over-burdened by the Parliament of 
Ireland. 

The Minifter of England was fup- 
pofed to be a real, but fecret friend 
to this country, and certain con* 
ferences were iniinuated as very au* 
foicious, but entirely myfterious — our 
jilence upon the fubje& of grievan- 
ces was to operate like a charm, and 
the Britim Parliament was to con* 
ceive'it indifpenfibly het duty to re* 
lieve Ireland, becaufe the Irifli PaN 
liament had not prefumed to think it 
was theirs. 

But though our Commons had 
granted ib amply, it was well known 
that the nation was nearly bankrupt^ 
and her manufacturers were begging ; 
and it was apprehended in England* 

that 
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tfcaf famine miglit rife here," as mi-: 
dolibtedly it would have rifen there, 
toacomntatipn, if nothing was done 
for us by the Parliaments of either 
countries, except the granting away 
300,0001. under the apprehen/ion of 
a ferment.-— Five bills, for the relief 
of Ireland, were brought into the : 
Commons of England. . 

- 1 "do riof mean to dwell upon them 
*— it was doubtful whether, in their 
fulleft extent, theywould be a bene-- 
£t, certainly in a diminimed ftate they 
would be of none — for further parti- 
culars I refer to their operation.' 
Thefe bills lay long on the table, 
and, during that delay, a clamour 
was raifed againft them in England, 
while a moft profound and humble 
file nee was obferved on the part of 
Ireland/ Accordingly, thefe five 
bills were dwindled into one; and, 
as they ©wed their birth to an ap- 
prehended fpirit in the people of Ire- 
land , they were indebted for their 
diminution to the patience of this 
country* and the growing turbulence 
of fome of the manufacturers in Great 
Britain. 

Whatever, we got, we owe to the 
$rft fuppofition that a fpirit had 
kindled in Ireland ; that we did not 
get -more, we owe to a difcovery 
that fuch a fuppofition had not fuf- 
£cient foundation. 

The enfuirig year,- from' March, 
1778, was attended with great dif-- 
trefs, but little emotion on the part 
of Ireland, and without any relaxa- 
tion on the part of England — on the 
contrary, every week was marked 
with the'reje&ion of fome of thofe 
humble endeavours, that would have 
taken the chancp of making the fitua- 
tion' pf this country fornewhat lefs 
unfortunate. 

The friends of Ireland took the 
fenfe of the Brijifh Parliament upon 
feveral branches of trade, and found- 
upon every branch that fenfe was 
ljofbiJc — It .is forturmte that we know, 
fcut wc-do know that the fenfe of the 



Parliament of -Englandy if left to ft. 
felf, is-decided againft Ireland. 

A propofal was made to take the 
ftate of her commerce into confidera-, 
tion, but was objected to as too ge- 
neral;- and the friends of Ireland 
were defired to fpecify particular, 
branches They - fpecified fuch at 
carried a faint pofiibility of relieving 
one country without being .of im- 
portanceto alarm the jealoufy of the 
other— -each Specific propofal, was ne- 
gatived. 

The cotton trade was attempted,' 
Manchester was clamorous. . 

An. application was made for the 
import of fugar, but Scotland peti- 
tioned againft Us. 

Every town has fome inttreft in 
fome trade or other ; and, while an 
Engliih or Scotch town or company, 
oppofe — the trade in queftion will be 
with-held. According to this way- 
of proceeding, no branch of com- 
merce will ever be granted to Ireland, 
except fuch a one as no other people 
thought it fafe to embark in. 

It is remarkable that feveral peti- 
tions againft extending commercial 
benefits to Ireland fet forth her pecu- 
liar capacity to carry on the trade 
which the petitions prayed may be • 
prohibited-— they ftate the bleffings 
of Providence on this country, and 
call down the Briti/h legiflature to 
blaft them. 

It became irk fome at laft to fpeak r 
on the Irifti queftion^ a queftion al- » 
ways marked with fomething very 
humiliating. An acknowledgement * 
of our ill treatment, a cold approba- 
tion of our loyalty, a faftidious neg- 
lect towards relieving us, and an im- 
patience for the order of the day. 

The'Minifter was abfent at firft, 
and voted againft us at laft — the coun- • 
try gentlemen requefted delay, to 
have an opportunity of consulting 
the conftituents, that is, ofraifinga 
clamour againft Ireland-— in thecourfe 
of thefe debates the founds of land- 
tax and union became (0 familiar in ■ 

the 
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the Houfe, that it appeared the idea 
of England-not to .grant any thing 
^at all, . except upon terras which 
would. make the grant an oppreffion. 
Here it mufl occur to every man, 
how futile are the xeprefentations of 
a Lord Lieutenant, or. the negotia- 
tions of individuals* To fuppofe 
that Ireland -could obtain any thing 
Jby the perfonal weight or addrefs of 
individuals, vifiting London upon 
their private .. bufinefs. To enable 
thefe individuals, by the filence of 
our Parliament, to. undertake, if 
they had chofen it, the diftreffes of 
the kingdom, to depreciate her pre- 
tentions, or make, miferable compro- 
mifes, with as little authority as ad- 
vantage, was not more abfurd than 
to expe£k we could be reftored to 
commerce by the reprefentations of 
our MiniHry. 

. It has been the known expedient 
of Government, in order to continne 
or encreafe an expence which, the 
nation could not fupport, to hold out 
an immediate enlargement of her 
trade; and, when an addrefs was 
propofed to obtain that enlargement, 
by the interceffion of Parliament, it 
has been the art of Minifters here to 
propofe that fuch a difficulty fhould 
be left to their reprefentation. — Thus 
were they enabled *to parry every at- 
tempt, to reduce a fyitera of ruinous 
expence, or to enable the nation to 
bear it. The Lord Lieutenant and 
bis Secretary not beii^g natives, nor 
likely to know very accurately or 
feelingly the ftate of the nation, his 
reprefentation was to be founded up- 
on the information of the fervants of 
the crown ; to whofe lot it had fallen 
to deny the fact of public diftrefs, 
who had been in a courfe of publicly 
faying the very contrary to that which 
they were clandestinely to reprefent, 
who had declared the revenues would 
rife, that our. commerce was flourifh- 
ing, and that we were the happieft 
people in the world, 
" < Such man, .though incapable of 



believing what they had openly af* 
ferted, were. equally incapable of 
having a thorough, ferious, or honeft 
impreflion of thofe public misfor- 
tunes, which were to be the fubje& 
of his Excellency's reprefentation. 
Accordingly, % this reprefentation, 
made with good intentions by the 
Lord. Lieutenant, but being no more 
than the private ftating of his fcr* 
vants, deftitute of national or per- 
fonal authority, Jias wanted publica- 
tion, energy, and weight, and every 
thing which was neceflary to give it 
a chance of fuccefs. 

The confequence has been only a 
gift to Miniftry here of 68,oooL. to 
fupport certain regiments now in the 
fervice of Britain. Inftead of being 
rendered able to fuftain our eft?blifh- 
ments, or relieved of fome part of 
their weight by retrenchment, or go- 
vernment, like our manufacturers, U 
fuftained by temporary contribution, 
and .the nation expofed to the future 
incumbrance, and the future inabi- 
lity to bear it. 

. It has been, I believe, above four 
years fince the folly prevailed of ex- 
pecting that the Minifters of the crown 
would open the trade of Ireland, not- 
withftanding the filence of her Par- 
liament and the patience of her peo- 
ple—rand fo ftrongly were fome pof- 
fefled of that hope, that in 1776, our 
Commons, in an addrefs to Lord 
Harcourt, compliment him, and con- 
gratulate themlelves in the following 
farcical exprefllons : — " We acknow- 
ledge, with gratitude, that, in re- 
turn for the liberality of the Com- 
mons, new objects of trade, through 
your Excellency's interpofition, are 
prefented to us, and new (burces of 
commerce are opened." 
, To which his Excellency, with 
much aiFefted humility and real atv 
furdity, anfwers; — *' If, during my 
administration, any new fources for 
the extenlion of your commerce, and 
(he encouragement; of your manufac- 
tures. have, been opened* the fuccefi 
'■ • * of 
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vf tnoie endeavowi ii pittrcrpstHy 
owing 40 your having <naWed me to 
snake the ftrongeft resue&ntarinsu in 
your favour." 

What followed— a decay of trade, 
and a famine among the manufac- 
turers* 

In March, 1778, from the dwin- 
dled bill of export, we expe&ed that 
Ireland would afTume a new and flou- 
rishing face. 

What followed — the bankruptcy 
of almoft all our merchants, an al- 
moft entire 'extin&ioh of trade, and 
the further prevalence of famine. 
Thus oar confidence and our miferies 
have preferred a faithful proportion 
to each other— ^we have loft our reve- 
nues, fed our manufacturers by cha- 
lky, feen our commerce expire, and 
congratulated ourfelves on new fources 
of trade; aimoft in one and the fame 
period, until we have loH the. ability 
either to fuppoft our ellablilhments, 
or to feed our people. We have hi- 
therto acled as if we thought our beft 
chance of relief was the extremity of 
misfortune, which was to operate, 
not.on the virtue of our Parliament, 
but on the companion of England for 
a country, that manifellcd no com- 
panion for herfehf. 

Compelled at laft to take fome 
sneafures for our prefcrvation, by 
feeing therefultof tttereprefentations 
of the Lord Lieutenant, the boafted 
intentions of Minifters, the gratitude 
of England, and the liberality, the 
fubmiffion, and the miferies of Ire- 
land, to be tl$e repudiation of every 
attempt in our favour, accompanied 
with an infult on our misfortunes in 
a bill that would give us a tobacco 
trade, we began to affociate — what 
is the confequence ? The Lords are 
summoned, the King is addreiTed, 
our grievances are admitted. 

The afiuming faeer, and vulgar 
impertinence ceafe 3 and the Englifh 
how talk of us as fellow fubjtfds 
whom they have greatly injured. 
Our pretention*, whwji did not ven- 
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tew to come into die Haute of 
Lords, smd were flighted out of tha 
House of Commons, are by your 
afeoatkra introduced to both. The 
Bnglifli daim to have a feafe of our 
injuries, becaufe we itave (hewn a 
fenfe of them our&hrea ; but they ac- 
knowledge our grievances, and go 
no farther ; they reje&ed our caufc 
when they had time to confider of it, 
and recur to the conflderatson, when 
they declare it is too late. Will any 
man believe either Houfe of Parlia* 
ment in earneft, when they will not 
continue fitting to lave a country 
they have unanimonfly voted to be in 
a ftate of diftrattion / Their addrelfes, 
critically too late, are but poor en* 
deavours to difperfe your affecta- 
tions, and to deceive a people, whom 
they do not think it, for the prefect, 
advifeable to infult. Without giving 
you a new trade, they would prevent 
you from aflbciaring in fupport of 
that trade which you have already ; 
and are making way for the demands 
of Government the next fef&on of 
Parliament. 

That, when our Mini ftry came to 
the Commons with an aftoniihmg ar* 
rear, without commerce or retrench- 
ment, they may plunder you upost 
the credit of certain benefits, whkh 
the firitifh Parliament do not propoft 
to confer on us. 

An aflbciation then, to which wr 
owe even this dawn of commercial 
life, h neceflary, and ought to be a 
written one* 
^ If an internal resolution was fuffi- 
cient, iaflead of a written covenant? 
ourprcfent misfortunes had not in 
the fame degree taken place; fbr 
there have been, fbr a long time* 
every reaibn, every exhortation, and 
violent refolutions to give an inva- 
riable preference to our own manu- 
fa&uros ; befides, if an internal re* 
solution was fufficient, that refolu- 
tkmwooW.net now bo broken. At 
this moment, goods, which we could 
manu£tfbu* ourfelvnt, are unposted 
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ffcffl Mancnelter too afcd Scotland, 
configned to factors rcfiderit in this' 
metropolis, who are forcing upon us,, 
even at this time, thcif ruinous mer- 
chandize. 

The, number of inhabitants in a 
country does not Lea/ relation to 
what me can nourilh, but employ. 

Holland, therefore, has in propor- 
tion more inhabitants than Ireland— ^» 
fhe latter does not contain the num- 
ber (he* could nourifti, nor does *ihe 
nourifk all whom fhe contains. 

The fruits of the earth are a mo- 
nopoly; the common people, not 
having land by inheritance, mull 
fubfift by induftry, otherwife provi- 
fion does not come within their cir- 
culation. 

Thus it happens in Ireland, that** 
when the country is covered with pro- 
vifion, the people are ftarving^ As 
manufacture is necef&ry to feed and 
multiply the race of man, fo an ex- 
port trade, or a market for redun- 
dancy, is neceflary for manufacture; 
otherwife the manufacture will not 
be perfect, cheap, or profitable. 
Hence it is, the want of an expert 
woollen trade deftroycd our internal 
trade, and left to England, even at 
our own market, that advantage, 
which a manufacture that is free mull 
ever have over one which is circumV 
fcribed. 

Our wearing Englifli manufacture 
is then the natural effect of the free- 
dom of btr trade, and the reftraints 
upon ours ; and while the caufe conti- 
nues, the effect will take place, if either* 
the trade or the people mall be left to * 
themfelves. If we do not combine to 
cppofe the operation of fo veryilrong 
a caufe, by fomething more lading 
and palpable than our internal refo- 
lutions, many will forget them ; the 
very violence with which they enter- 
tain them now, fe cures their depar* 
ture from them. Many will be in- 
fluenced to break them by the fame 
power which makes fuch peopIere> 
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lucent tb.nVtt thehif maW T win oe 
tempted'^ h&ki them by the 1 brib^ 
oT a barfciltt ; many will confideY 
their own' irifignificance, and, in a 1 
ftrain of affected humility, give them-* 
ftlves a criminal latitude ; forae will; 
compromire in their own confidence 
fbr theif country, and think a-wretch- 
ed enlargement of our trade, or a' 
more wretched declaration of future 
intention in dur favour, fufficient to' 
juftify their return to foreign con* 
fu motion.' 

Thus a* fpirit, not regulated nor 
communicated, nor perpetuated by 
covenant; violent in fome places, 
indolent in others, will fooh evapo- 
rate in all. 

The methods which we took of re- 
lieving Ourfelves, until the aflbcia- 
tion was thought of, were certainly' 
well intended, but utterly contemp- 
tible. To encourage idlenefs by 
feeding our manufacturers as beggars,* 
was a practice not founded cm any 
principle of commerce which I have 7 
ever heard of. 

' To overftock the confumers by 
buying 1 up at once what they might 
have occafion for hereafter, was to 
employ more than a proportionate' 
number of manufacturers for the pre-* 
fent,' and Iefs for' the future— it was' 
to delude into a trade, by a Hidden 
consumption, men whom we would 
not fupport by a fteady demand; 
and to ibw the feeds of future expe- 
dients, and future beggars. To re- 
fufe to covenant now agaiftft afl, ex-* 
cept native manufactures, would be' 
t6 make all out paft meafures in a 1 
high degree mifenievous— i-it were to 
bring our manufacturers into a fnare' 
by a capricious confumption; to leave 
the ©onfumer overft6cked with Irifh 
goods, and at liberty to refort to En- 
gl iih ones; and, of courfe, the ma- 
nufacturer expof<id to two evils, the" 
pre fent glut of Irifh manufactures, 
and the future confumption of En- 
gliih. 
C c To 
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To obviate, thcfc inconveniencies 
by a fubfcription, or a ball, would 
be a policy not more radical than re* 
fpectable. Thefe are poor temporary 
expedients, that may flop the cry of 
famine, without feeding the hungry. 
They will refemble fome of our pre- 
miums which, with good intentions, 
but little or languid iuccefs, we have 
repeatedly given to furniih ourfelves' 
with the various articles, with which 
the country abounds, but over which 
it has flept. ' By reforting, as indi- 
vidnals to foreign markets, we have 
prevented the effect of thofe fums we 
give as a. fociety. We invite, by 
premium the fubject to attempt a 
manufacture, which we afterwards 
will not confume. We encourage 
him to work for one market, and go 
ourfelves to another ; and thus we 
beggar the community by confump- 
tion, and the individual by our pre- 
mium. 

If we really mean to Ccrvc our ma- 
nufacturers, our meafures muft be 
flrong,* fyllematic, and comprehen- 
five. 

It is a confiderable difficulty we 
have to contend again ft ; we are to' 
refill .the Va^ous attempts to under- 
mine *^our refolution, and to reftore 
us to our ancient languor upon all 
fublic fubjects ' 

We are to contend againfl the ma- 
nufactures of a country completed in 
every thing, and againfl our own ha- 
bits of admiring that country* in 
every thing. We are to forfake the 
vanity of foreign magnificence, and 
ito retort to fupericr and profounder 

fouroes of pride— the want of it ' 

the merit of exhibiting the rude 
efforts of our own country, of bring- 
ing out her hidden faculties, and 
training her ' oh in arts and indus- 
try. Virtuous cares ! new in Ireland,- 
now rfecefiary; fuch as every man 
and every woman can afford— a debt 
which the gentry owe the public, for 
indeed tlley have liveo 1 on it.' 



I cannot fuppofe any clafs ofmerl 
will refufe this covenant. 

As to thofe who have generally 
voted with the Minifler, without 
any oflenfible reafon' either in vena- 
lity or virtue ; who are corrupted 
without being bribed, and feem to 
efpoufe the courts becaufe they do not 
love the people ;' fuch men will hard- 
ly be able to juftify themfelves in re- 
iuftng to'iign an afTociation which 
they have made indifpenfible, by a 
Variety of votes given for the conti- 
nuation of our expences, and againfl 
parliamentary application for the en- 
largement of our commerce. Thefe 
men, whom the public has obferved 
conflantly voting againfl every popu- 
lar meafure, will not be able to per- 
fuade the people to depend upon the' 
voluntary and invifible operations of 
their public fpirit. — The poor pre- 
tence of oppofing a popular torrenj 
will not avail now. 

Such men need not be afraid of the" 
fpirit of the people, if their prudence 
takes a part in conducting it. 

The people of Ireland have been 
always ready fo fubmit to the autho- 
rity of men of rank, provided they 
are alfo perfons of public character ; 
but if men of rank, having in view 
fome poor favour, or mean friend, 
or proftituted honour, fhall fhrink 
from the people, under pretence of 
fearing their licence ; they leave the' 
people to become licentious, and the- 
public caufe to perifh, in the rafh- 
nefs of st mob, and .the fraudulent 
moderation of a'pufillanimdus gentry. 

Such a covenant would bring thefe 
men* to a declaration, whether they' 
were Irifhmen or riot— the confe- 
quence of their a/Tent or difTent would 
be beneficial. 

They would be obliged to aft 
as citizens; or, defticute of public 
principle, they would be deftitute of 
character. 

Wh«n we fpeak of the fpirit of the 

people, as a thing to be dreaded, we 

' - • - • * ' ' ought 
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icaght not to overlook one very im- 
portant truth the confutation is 

now reduced to a ftate in which no 
public benefit can be obtained, but 
by the collective body of the people. 
If we wifh to defend our land againft 
a tax; our chance confifh in this 
only, that the influence of the Crown 
mall (land in awe of the clamours of 
the people. When the majority of 
thofe who compofe the legislature, 
have gotten a complete victory over 
remorfe about conduct and character, 
there is no re drain t but fear; no 
fecurity, but the interpofition of the 
people. 

As to the fervants of the Crown, I 
do not fuppofe that they will take fo 
decifive a part againft Ireland, as to 
refufe themfelves the honour of fign- 
ing this afTociation, ,and become 
aliens, merely becaufe they are in 
the pay of their country. It would 
be a declaration that they have as 
little property in the land of the 
kingdom, as they have Shewn princi- 
ple in her Great Council. They will 
pleafe to recollect that they annually 
receive confiderable Aims of public 
money, for a duty generally over- 
paid, and not feldbm neglected. 
That fbme part of the public diftrefs 
has been not a little owing to their 
expenfive falaries ; that, by not con- 
fining themfelves to their own manu- 
factures, they fpend upon foreign ma- 
nufacturer's money, which is not 
their own ; which they take from the 
country firft, and fperid out of it af- 
terwards ; that by figning fuch a co- 
venant, they will do away a multir 
tude of fins, at a time when the con- 
sequence of their vote* and employ- 
ments has become an arrear above 
any thing experienced either in peace 
or war — they will alfo confider that . 
we cannot be expected to fund fuch 
a debt, in order to fee fuch men for 
oppofing every falutary meafure, in 
and out of Parliament, and for even 
preventing the rcry means by which 



alone the public (hall be enabled to 
feed them. 

As to the woollen-drapers and mer- 
cers, it is of the laft confequence that 
they mould fign, becaufe they have 
it in their power, unlefs bound, to 
render the aflbciation of other men of 
little or no confequence, by impofing 
one , manufacture for another, and 
have actually n6w great quantities of 
foreign cloth, &c. which they have 
deposited in different warehoufes, 
waiting until the prefent fpirit Shall 
aoate, that they may return to their 
former trade, by which they have 
beggared the community. They 
ihould not forget the mifchiefs they 
have done already, nor the dangers 
which they have efcaped, by the mo- 
deration of thoufands, whom they 
have been acceflary to Starve, It is 
a very fingular circumftance, that a 
gentry lavifhing the public money, 
a merchantry carrying on a ruinous 
trade, and thoufands of manufactur- 
ers reduced *> beggary, by the com- 
merce and confumption of both, 
mould have lived in one and the 
fame metropolis, without "any inter- 
ruption of tranquility. It distin- 
guishes the people of Ireland from 
real acts of violence, committed in 
other countries with lefs provocation. 

There are two ways by which we 
can enforce the covenant, without 
refortingto tumult.— Firft, by agree- 
ing never to vote for, but ever againft 
fuch perfons as refufe to fign; Here 
we fhall feel the benefit of the octen- 
niel bill, and the people will find 

their balance in the conftitution. 

Secondly, by publishing the name of 
the draper or mercer, who refofas 
the covenant, -and perSifta to import, 
and by agreeing never to deal with 
the perfon fo publifued. 

It is impoflibie to overlook two 
great benefits, which mult immedi- 
ately refult from this afTociation — one 
is — it would throw the nation on her 
refounes. 

C c 2 The 



Digitized by 



Google 



( Hfi > 



Tie neighkouthooi, *n£ advanced 

ftate" of other countries, have taught 
05 to be i4le— we neglett to make 
ufe of our country, and proceed to 
defpifeit. Tnerr is novice in our 
foil, nor infirmity in our people; 
but, the unfortunate facility of living 
upon the induftry of others, has re- 
duced us to a ftate of phyfical de- 
pendency, the c*ufe of an abject poli- 
tical fpirjt. 

So would it be with £he, human 
body. ' The limbs of a giant would 
become weak, if he were afraid 10 
ftand upon them. The oxher benefit 
axHng from the covenant is, it would 
£nrpl us as a people. 

The Jaw has made the Roman^Ca- 
tholic bur fellow citizen, the affb- 
aatjpn will give him an opportunity 
pY ngnipg himfelf a fellow citizen: 

J! 'am- lure the cruel policy of Eng- 
and towards this country, makes 
Elm a fellow fufferer— I mould be 
glad to fee the names of Lord Shan- 
non, and Lord Kenmare, on one an4 
t&e lame paper /in purfuit of com r 
mon ' iniereft, as fellow fubjecl, and 
fellow citizen. ' 

** ^T)ie atfbciation is a meafure won- 
derfully calculated* to unite all de- 
fcriptions of men, and to infpire 
thaf union— it is not a queftion about 
>hV power of the Crown, in which 
the Whig might talfe one fide, and 
the Tory another— -it is not a queftion 
about thp liberties' of the people, in 
which the Diffenters might go far- 
ther perhaps than the Roman Catho- 
licV ;''*nor is' it abo^t the plunder of 
government, where the majority of 
Parliament might be on one fide, and, 
the majority of the people on the 
other ; but it is that queftion where 
Whig and Tory, Diflenter and Ro- 
man Catholic, Country Gentleman 
and Courtier, muft agree ; tKcyjnu& 
unite to prefer property to .poverty ^ 
and trade to the want of it. 
'' So much does the aflbciation keep 
clear of the divifion, aod appiy to 



the common inteveft of all Derfua* 
fions, that it might be moulded into 
a form of grayer, and all religion 
might join in it. 

In opposition to this aflbciation, I 
have heard of but one objection, tht 
danger, of provoking England. To 
jenow whether this fear is founded, 
let us confider what we have loft by 
it. And firft, the very commerce we 
are now applying for. Under this 
fear we have fuflFered Magna Cbarta, 
and whole volumes of privileges, to 
be infringed ; and the hereditary 
rights of our peerage to be loft* for 
ever. It were eafy to (how that Ire- 
land poiTefTed every thing by her 
laws, and has kept but little by her 
precaution. 

While wc flickered ourfelyes under 
this fear, the 6th of George j. was 
enacted (that declamation of a party. 
not a law) declaring that Ireland 
might be bound without her content* 
During this fear, his Majefty's Mini- 
fter, in his fpeech from the throne, 
on a queftion whether England was 
to enforce, by arms, a power to ta* 
America, declared that he would 
mention fuch a power, not only over 
America, but every part of his do- 
minions ; and during this fear, an 
application was made to Ireland to , 
extort her approbation of fuch aprin r 
ciple, and 'another application to 
fpare her troops, to enforce that prin- 
ciple by arms. Not only the records 
o* England have perpetuated our in- 
juries, her debates have teemed with 
bur infults; the name of Ireland 
hitherto was mentioned never without, 
an affront. 

We were reproached with the be- 
nignity of the Britiih nation, and of 
the Britifh government.- Our pri- 
vileges and -our wretchednefs were 
alike' denied, and the debate was 
forfaken, to degrade the kingdom 
of Ireland, with Magna Cbarta in 
her hand, into the ftate of a Colony, 
and the moft miferable of Colonies— 
a Colony 
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^^CoJony Subject to be taxed without 
Jicr confcnt. 

There is nothing fo provoking to 
one party as the najbit of extrava- 
jgant compliance in the other— it 
creates a contumacious difpoiition, 
which is an active principle, and 
difcharges its bile by repeated indig- 
nities. 

As we have found no protection in 
pur meannefs, fo have we expe- 
rienced in our late fpirit and afib- 
ciation a certain refuge from the 
fcorn of Great Britain. 

But it is faid our linen trade is in 
danger. 

That there are men who wifh to 
circulate fuch an apprehension is cer- 
tain — men who pretend to fear Eng- 
land, when in reality they are afraid, 
Jefr. a national fpirit fhould get up 
in Ireland. 

But I v do not think it likely that 
jrhe Englifh will flarve the North, 
becaufe we attempt to feed the inha- 
bitants of the other provinces of Ire- 
jand v That, if Ireland endeavours 
to nourifh her manufacturers, and 
prevent tumult by an aft of neceffity, 
England will endeavour to ftarve our 
manufacturers, and lay the founda- 
tion of tumult by an act of hottility. 
I do not comprehend that fpecies of 
retaliation which makes the mo ft 
wanton and extreme enmity the re- 
turn for an act of felf-prefervatipn ; 
and which fuppofes England only re- 
taliates, when, to mortify herfelf, 
jfhedeilroys our only exportable ma- 
nufacture ; becaufe we, to fupport 
purfelves, not to injure her, even- 
tually effect fome of her various and 
extenfive branches of commerce. 

The woollen trade was to be given 
up with a refervation, and the linen 
. po be encouraged without rival or li- 
mitation ; to take away the woollen 
trade without refervation, and to en- 
courage the linen fubject to a rival- 
/bip anil a, reftraint, and now to at- 



tempt to leave us without any «x* 

port trade at all, becaufe we have 
reforted to our own markets, would 
he a meafure equally unjuftifiable and 
impracticable ; for to fuppofe that 
England could difpenfe with Irifli 
linen, is, I believe, as great a mis- 
take, as to fuppofe that Ireland could 
J5nd no other market for linen but 
England. The trade would force 
its way into new channels, and might 
after fupply the old market with the 
addition of the new, and we might 
find a lading benefit in a temporary 
diftrefs ; but I will for the prefent 
reject that fpeculation, and for ar- 
gument agree that the people of Ire- 
land would be as much injured, as 
is fuppofed, by a determination in 
England not to take our linen. — 
What is the amount of this fuppo- 
iition ? that at this critical time the 
greatnefs of the mifchief would pre- 
vent the meafure ; that the North 
would be in a ferment—the na- 
tion in a temper to make it impof- 
iible to pafs the money bill — the 
army in danger of being difbanded 
for want of pay, at the very time a 
northern rifing was rendered probable 
from a want of bread. — I do not 
think it very likely that England, 
involved in a civil war with Ame- 
rica, where 60,000 men are deemed 
inadequate ; in another war with 
France, who has already attempted 
to invade her dominions ; in hourly 
apprehenfion of being involved in 
another with Spain, will add to all 
thefe difficulties, by difperfing the 
army of Ireland, and foliciting an . 
infurrection among her people. Eng- 
land has learned by experience the 
mifery of attempts to coerce nation* 
by ftarving them. 

To the devoted country, fuch a 
project has been prefent detraction*; 
to the inflicting country, the lofs of 
empire. 

Obfervatiom 
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Obfervations en the Ejfecls of an 
Union, 

It is more likely that England will 
attempt to pacify than provoke or 
relieve Ireland ; we are to be guarded 
more againft art than violence — a 
treacherous effer, than an open rup- 
tare. 

We are to ba guarded againft a 
union. 

It is a fubjeft that connects itfelf 
with the times, and is infeparable 
from the voluntary bounty of Eng- 
land. 

Confidering the difpofition (he dis- 
plays to this country, t can conceive 
no proportion of a union coming 
from her that would not be an ag- 
gravation of rnifery, and a final 
blow to this nation, that already 
daggers under the weight of her 
arm. I can form no other opinion, 
whether I confider the commercial 
privileges we have loft, or the de- 
fpicable indulgences we have ob- 
tained, by which folid loffes have 
been ridiculed. The firft and ob- 
vious idea of an union, is a propofal 
( to tax Ireland without her confenr, 
in order to leflen the prefent incum- 
brances cf Great Britain. It is to 
us an extinction of conftitution, and 
accetfion of incumbrance. 

A device, whereby England may 
reft on the infancy of our commerce, 
burdens fuppofed to be too heavy 
for the maturity of her's. 

That a Union may be fo qualified 
as to permit our ftrength to get the 
flart of our incumbrance, is proble- 
matical; but this is certain, that no 
union which England has it now in 
her power to orTer, can equal that 
which fhe formerly gave to Scot- 
land. 

' Becnufe Ireland docs now remit to 
England considerably more than 
Scociand has remitted ftnee her 
union— hecaufe England hr.s incurred 
tfce principal part of her d-Ssz iiace 



that union, and has loft thofe Colo* 
nies, which were her dower, when 
fhe united to Scotlund, 

She gave to the latter country a 
lhare in her monopoly, her colony- 
trade; fhe could now do little more 
than reftore to Ireland natural privi- 
leges which Scotland had before the 
union, and which, by the laws of Na- 
ture, almoft every country is poflefled 
of, unlefs fuch as are connected with 
Great Britain. 

She gave to Scotland her colonies 
—the would give to you her debts — 
accumulated in gaining, and in lofing 
thofe ^colonies. 

Suppofe however the moll fpecious 
union, an ample reprefentation with 
jthe free trade of England. 
' As to reprefentation, when we fee 
in the Scotch members a uniform, 
and potent body of corruption, and 
in our own abfentees, a fet of men 
as dependent on the Minifter as they 
are independent of the People; it 
may be a queftion, whether our re- 
prefentation might not be ufelefs to 
one country, and pernicious to the 
other. Upon the ruins of national 
eonfequenceand public fentiment, we 
fhould have a few individuals, infignifi- 
cant in England, engrofling the powers 
of Ireland, jobbing away her intereft, 
never reading with her people, and of 
courfe, ignorant cf her condition, 
and unawed by her refentment— in 
fuch an event, by the union we fhould 
be deprived of our own particular af- 
fembly, and only enabled to corrupt 
the general aflembly of the^mpire. 

With relation to commerce, in ftat- 
ing the benefits of a union, we are 
to confider what benefits we could 

give ourfelvcs without it and the 

difference is the price for which we 
fell the liberty of being governed by 
our own Icghluure. We are not to 
flate the difference between our late, 
but our aflbciated «onditk»n, and a 
free trade. 
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The imports from Fnghnd for abfentee intereft cowpofed of thdtfW 

who would vifit Dublin, if the feat 
of legiflature had not been trans- 
ferred to London, of thofe who love 
and purfue amufement, that is, all 
thofe who have no profeffion and any 
property. To this may be addec^ the 
revenues remitted to England. AH 
fupernumerary cxpences, which con- 
fume a great part of revenues, ori- 
ginally created to corrupt in Ireland, 
would be transferred to corrupt in 
Great Britain. To fo great a pro- 
portion of the old revenues mult be 
added another entirely new, the land- 
tax, a meafure infeparable from an 
union — and if the rental of this 
country is 3,000,0001. per annum, 
and the tax one milling in the pound, 
150,0001. will be annually remitted 
to England with all the other inde- 
finite, uniform, and ruinouspay men ts: 
fo that Ireland would be a country 
confifting of merchants, lawyers, re- 
venue officers, and pea fonts, annually 
remitting to England the produce of 
trade, land, and revenue. ironx 
thence J mould conceive our aflbcia- 
tions to be better than the molt plau- 
fible union. 

But I will go farther, and affirm, 
that the aflbciation will give us a 
woollen trade without an union- 
becaufe, fo long as we perfift in a 
non-confumption agreement, we de- 
prive England of above i,ooo,oool. 
per annum, which is more than her 
fears tell her fhe could lofe by letting 
us into a participation of the woollen 
trade By giving us the woollen, 
trade, fhe recovers the Irifh trade. 

The beit means of obtaining any 
thing from England, is to makj her 
gain by what fhe gives. 

When we formerly fpolce on the 
fubjedof an union, we confidered it 
not otherwife eligible than as a refuge 



thofe laft ten years, have been, upon 
an average, about 2,000,000!. of 
which above one half has been her 
own produce, the produce of a 
country which in foil and climate 
fo much refembles Ireland, that 
whatever can be brought forth in 
the one, is within the fertility of the 
other. 

The aflbciation would then fave, 
and therefore give to this country, 
that million*. 

What a woollen trade, for which, 
' only you would harbour the idea of 
a union, would produce, it were pre- 
fumption to fpeculate ; rejecting the 
fuppofition, that we have not wool 
enough for our own confumption, 
which the advocates for England, in 
every bargain with Ireland, do not 
fcruple to aflert, and argue from, 
yet it is certain, that we have not 
now a quantity to furnifh an export, 
fufficient to compensate for the fol- 
lowing drawbacks, which would ac- 
compaoy an union— a vafl encreafe of 
abfentee intereft, in our deputies to 
the Parliament of England. 

Suppofe a Scotch proportion, (if 
more, the argument will be ftronger). 
and fuppofetach Peer and Commoner, 
upon an average, to have two thou- 
fand pounds a year, which is no ex- 
travagant fuppofition, if we confider, 
that we are likely to depute the moil 
opulent perfons among us. 

Here is an abfentee intereft of 
above ioo,oool. per annum, the im- 
mediate confequence and child of the 
union. Add to this, another abfen- 
tee intereft, incidental to the union, 
formed of a great proportion of the 
n«bility, who have a great propor- 
tion of the landed property of Ire T 
land. 

To this muft be added an occafiona! 



# I under-rate what Ireland might fave by her aflbciation—— there 
can be no doubt, but that fhe could fave a touch gi eater fum. 

from 
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from that policy, extended to every 
^country whofe fortune it was to have 
been connected with Great Britain ; 
but now the remnant of her empire 
cannot afford to make unmerciful fa- 
crifices to the fpirit of monopoly. 
With the dominions which fhe has- 
Toft, fhe forfeits the power of abufing 
fuch as remain to her. The times 
have made England and Ireland one 
people, without aboliming the Parlia- 
ment of either. The latter country 
becomes refpectabfe as ihe advances 
in national fpirit, and valuable as the 
former country diminiihes in territory, 
and advances in difficulties, in the 
prefent complication of them, at war 
with the world, after fhe has been at 
war with herfelf. 

Great Britain mud now do fome- 
thingmore than procure the neutra- 
lity of Ireland, that is, the inaclion 
of aljove one fourth jof the fubjedls 
of tip empire — fhe mult court our 
affecHpn by giving us an intereil 
in her' fuccefles, and fome fafety in 
her return to power, inftead of leav- 
ing us to experience relief from con- 
tumely in nothing but her humilia- 
tion. 

It is much to be lamented, that 
government mould prorogue the Bri- 
tiih Parliament without relieving 
Ireland, becaufe at the time when we 
may be called upon to att, they left 
us without any impreflion in favour 
of their fincerity, and have expofed 
us to the plaufjble offers of their ene- 
mies. Thefe may endeavour to di- 
vide us by holding out commercial 
privileges, which England formerly 
ufurped, and ftill delays to reftore. 
That we fhall be united againlt the 
cpmroon enemy, will be due to the 
virtue of Ireland ; if we are lefs active 
againftthem, it will be due to the 
conduct of the Britrfh Minifter and 
his majority in Parliament ; who 
have left us fo little to fight for, fo 
little to expecl from their fincerity, 
and {o much to apprehend from their 
power. We ought not, however, to be 
content with the apology fuch a con- 



dud affords ns, but mould counteract, 

by the fpirit of our people, the ene- 
my deriving refources frdm the errors 
of the Minifters of the Crown ; we 
fhould array ourfcl<ves, and in our 
berfonal capacity defend Ireland* 
The right of defending the realm, has 
now devolved upon the individual. 
It is a right which will not wait for 
the formality of ftatute, or the linger- 
ing of the executive power — if we 
leave the mode of defending our lives 
and properties to his Majefty's Mi- 
niflers, who have brought both into 
danger, we may reft allured that they 
will adopt that method which is the 
moft expenfive, the weakeft and the 
worft. 

It will b6 defpicable to have the 
people of Ireland protected againfl 
France, by ths army, and the mili- 
tia of England. 

Under the laws' which we have 
left, we may affociatc in>fupport of 
our trade, and arm in defence of our 
ifland. If we do, we fhall become 
a nation — if not— we have loft a 
great opportunity, and fhall deliver 
thi$ country to our children, in a 
condition, even worfe than that in 
which we received it from our fa- 
thers. 

'DATES OF FACTS. 
Sir Guy'Carleton arrived from Que- 
* bee, September 13, 1778. 
Lord Howe arrived from New-York, 

October z$, 1778. 
Governor Johnftone arrived froai 

New-York, Oaeber 28, 1778. 
Lord Carlifle and Mr. Eden arrived 

from New-York, Dec. 2 1 , 1778. 
M. Grafle failed from Breft, January 

7» '779- 

M. Piquet failed from Breft, May 8, 

1779. 
Admiral Arbuthnot Failed from Tor- 

ba), May 30, 1779. 
M. d'Orvilliersfailedfrom Breft, June 

4. "779* 
Sir Charles Hardy failed from Spit- 
head, June 19, 17791 but put back 
feveral times ftr reinforcements. 
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for the Remembrancer. 

When the calamities which affect 
an empire are general ; when the 
evils they fuffer from weak and 
wicked rulers, relate not to a part 
but to every member of the commu- 
nity ; no component part of that em- 
pire have a right to a peculiar or fel- 
fifh degree of complaint; the grie- 
vances they labour under may be 
great, but they are fhared and expe- 
rienced in common with the reft of 
their fellow-fubjects. 

But when to the general preflure, 
peculiar calamity is added ; when na- 
tional misfortune is aggravated by 
wanton provincial tyranny ; when an 
unprecedented and malign exercife of 
power affects a particular diflrict of 
the empire; when that happens to 
affect the weaker part, and confe- 
quently that which is lefs able to 
bear it, every man muft acknow- 
ledge that part of the empire, ' fo 
peculiarly affected, has pre-eminence 
in woe, and confequently precedence 
in complaint and redrefs. 

The general principle being un- 
queftioned, it remains to apply it to 
a particular cafe, and men will na- 
turally furmife /*$e word Ireland, 
when peculiar diftreTs is mentioned ; 
but the attentive perufal of the fol- 
lowing enquiry will decide their opi- 
nion to mathematical demonstration, 
and prove the evils they fuffered un- 
der from the late embargo to be pro- 
digious and infufFerable, and aggra- 
vated ftill more by the reflection, that 
the intereft of three millions of loyal 
fubjects were facrificed to a few pal- 
try minifterial minions in this coun- 
try. 

The great importance of the en- 
quiry will be fufficiently evident, 
when we confider, that not only the 
victualling of our navy; but the 
whole of the Irifh provifion trade 
with France and other countries, 
were peculiarly inveftigated by evi- 

Vol. VIU. 



dence upon oath before the Com* 
mittee. 

Not fatisfied with every fpecies of 
rapine and extortion from an unhap- 
py and opprefled country, the conti- 
nuance of the embargo for three fuc- 
ceflive years, muft eventually turn; 
the prdvifion trade into another chan- 
nel, and fo give to Denmark, Hol- 
ftein, and the northern parts of Eu- 
rope, thofe advantages which a boun- 
teous Providence has intended for our 
own fellow-citizens. 

It is well known that the Dutch, who 
are allowed to underftand trade better 
than other nations, permit intercourfe 
and commerce with their enemies in 
actual war ; and after all, furely it is 
the trueft policy to borrow refources 
from an enemy, and turn their own 
weapons againft themfelves. — Thia 
was formerly the policy of this coun- 
try towards Ireland ; in the Dutch 
wars in the time of Charles II. there 
were no embargoes in Ireland, nor 
was there any of long continuance in 
the laft war. 

The long continuance of the em- 
bargo has difappointed its own end. 
Had Miniftry led the French on with 
an idea, that they were to be fup- 
plied with provifions from Ireland, 
and difappointed them in the moment 
of enterprize, the hardfhip of the 
meafure might be juftified by the ge- 
neral good confequences which would 
flow from it ; — but an embarg3 
on Irifh provifions for three years 
teaches them to be fupplied from the 
northern parts of Europe, and will 
eventually turn the trade into a new 
channel, from whence it can never 
perhaps be brought back ; — befides 
the orders which are given for large 
quantities of provifions are the molt 
authentic intelligence of hoftile de- 
figns in our enemies, a knowledge 
which brings money into the country, 
inftead of the money for fecret fer- 
vices which is fent out from thefe 
countries. 

D d The 
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The plea, which obuined far this 
embargo in the year 1775, was the 
American war, the futility of which 
is fully evinced in the following en-' 
quiry : _And Dr. Robertfon tells 
os, all forts of cattle, upon their intra* 
duction into America from Europe, 
multiplied fo fail, that they told 
their herds by hundreds, and that 
horned cattle were flaughtered there 
only for their hides. What occafion 
then for Irifh provifions to victual 
their mips P— The true reafon was, 
to oblige two or three contractors 
here, and put half a million into the 
pocket of the creatures of the Mini- 
fies, at the expence, the difcontent, 
vexation and plunder of three millions 
of our fellow-fubjc&s. 

In the beginning of the laft feftions 
of Parliament, the following enquiry 
was fet on foot by a gentleman, who 
is the pride and ornament of the 
Irifh Senate, and who unites in him- 
felf the fire and generofity of youth, 
with the judgment and the knowledge 
of age, and hi whofe character no- 
thing is undecided, but whether his 
head or his heart is the beft*. 

The enquiry lafted fix weeks ; bat, 
after public fpirited men had, with 
indefatigable induilry, collected a 
body of moil in terefling evidence. Go- 
vernment, unable to Hand out an ex- 
amination into their conduct, dif- 
folved the Committee by a fhort 
queftion, after a long debate, in 
which numbers were on their fide ; 
but on the fide of their opponents, 
truth, juftice, and conviction. 

That the public may form fome 
idea of the mifchief which it occa- 
sioned in Ireland, it is well known 
that rents fell one third in the fouth 
of Ireland, and many tenants were 
rendered totally infolvent- 

In 174.0, an embargo was laid upon 
Ireland by an act of the Britith Par* 
liament. A paper* entitled Confide- 



rations on the embargo was pre* 
fented by a Mr. Cooley at the door to 
feveral members of Parliament ; the 
author was taken into cuftody, that 
being the only refutation which 
could be devifed to the truths which 
were difplayed in that paper. 

Among other truths he mentions, 
that the export of provifions from 
Ireland amounted to 6oo,oool. and 
the annual rental of Ireland to 
1 ,700,000!. that Government took off 
only two-thirds, and a third of an 
inferior fort was left upon hand by 
the embargo, which was a deduction 
of an eighth part of the annual 
rents of die kingdom — if the ex- 
port of provifions, and the rental of 
that kingdom have -doubled, as is 

fenerally fuppofed, fince that period, 
ere has been a land-tax of as. 6d. 
in the pound levied by an act of 
flate upon the lands of Ireland, for 
the benefit of the Minifter and his 
creatures. 

The power of the crown to lay an 
embargo upon the trade of a coun- 
try, and to fufpend the export of 
commodities, is certainly a very dan- 
gerous prerogative, and the legality 
of it very queftionable. 

Mr. Locke defines prerogative to be 
a power veiled in the crown to act 
within the prefcription of law, and 
fome times againft it, for the public 
benefit ; and the inftance he puts of 
an act againft the prefcription of 
law, is certainly very happy, viz. 
that of pulling down a houfe that is 
on fire, to fave thofe that are conti- 
guous to it — but unlefs in fuch a 
cafe as that is, where the very exill- 
ence of the fiate is in danger, the 
power of embargo muft be very 
qurftlonable. 

When there was a dearth appre- 
hended -in the middle of Queen 
Ann's reign, me defired Parliament 
to fufpend the law, and provide 



Mr. Daly, Reprefenutive for the county of Galway. 
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againft $e exportation of corn. Hav- 
ing done every thing on her fide that 
the law and the Confutation would 
allow, but that (he could not con- 
sider invefted with a power to fuf- 
pend the law of the land. 

And every body remembers in the 
year }?66, when the great man # of 
this country had by an ait of ftate 
prohibited the exportation of corn, he 
came to Parliament for indemnity, and 
confidered that aft as unconflitutional, 
until it was ratified and legalized by 
Parliament. Sir William Blackftone 
declared in the Houfe of Commons, 
that as far as his knowledge of the 
laws afcended, there was no power 
veiled in the crown to fufpend the 
law and prohibit the trade of this 
country. 

But here a diftinction is taken up 
by the crown lawyers, that this doc- 
trine relates only to the ftatute-law, 
and to the power of fufpendinga leni- 
tive aft of Parliament. The ad of 
trading is certainly a conftitutional 
right, and as fuch, is recognized by 
the Great Charter as part of the 
common law; why the crown cannot 
fufpend an ad of Parliament, but 
can fufpend the common law, a ri^ht 
recognized by the Great Charter, 
thirty times ratified in Parliament, 
fur pafte 3 the comprehenfion of every 
man who is not a prerogative lawyer : 
it will be fuperfluous to add, that 
Ireland has the fame Magna Chart a, 
and that all our laws have been 
adopted by their Parliament, which 
were antecedent to the 10th of Henry 
the Vllth. 

The inconvenienciesarifing to every 
department of the ftate are innume- 
rable. What is the language which is 
held to every part of the community 
from an embargo? Tothehu&andman 
it fays, you may fow, but you fhall not 
reap; to the merchant, you may buy, 
but you fhall not fell; to the mo- 
nied man, you may fpeculate, but 



without effecl ; to the landed man, you 
may plan fchemes of ceconomy, you 
may apportion your expences, accord* 
ing to your imaginary income, but 
your rents (hall be infecuse, and your 
income precarious and uncertain. If 
it be a&ed where mould this power be 
placed ? the anfwer is fhort, Place it in 
Parliament ; or if it is exercifed by 
the crown, let the act be deemed in- 
choate and incomplete, to ufe Lord 
Chatham's words, till it be allowed 
and ratified by Parliament. i 

Had Ireland been left to herfelf 
in thefe calamitous times; had ihs 
not been faddled with this addi- 
tional burthen, fhe might have wea- 
thered the ftorras which affecled her 
in common with the reft of the em- 
pire— but the prohibition of half 
the trade of a country is more than 
the wealthieft nation can fuftain : to 
guard againft the mifchievous con- 
sequences of a fimijar meafure in 
future, is the object of this publica- 
tion. Placed in the vale of retirement 
and obfeurity, no fame nor advan- 
tage can accrue to the publifher — he 
fhall be happy, if the labours of hit 
life can be of any fervice to the 
community. With this intention, 
and this fincere wifh, the enquiry 
is fubmitted to the impartial tribunal 
of the public, by 

A Member tf the Irijb Parliament* 

Embargo Committbk. 
Yhurfday> November 6, 1 777. 

The Committee appointed to ex- 
aminejnto the ftate of the export of 
prbvifions from this kingdom, for the 
laft two years, met in the Speaker's 
Chamber, according to order, and 
ele&ed William Monfeli, Efq. Chair- 
man. 

Ordered, that Mr. Thomas Ben- 
nett, merchant, of Jervis-ttreet, do 
forthwith attend the faid Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. George God- 
frey Hoftman, of ffleet-ftrcct, mer- 

D d a chant, 
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chant, do attend the faid Committee 
forthwith. 

Ordered, that Mr. Stephen Roche 
John, of Limerick, do attend the 
faid Committee on Monday the 17th 
inft.— Ordered, That Mr. Confidan, 
of Sherenehill, in the county of 
Tipperary, do attend the faid Comr 
m it tee on Monday the 17th inft. 

Ordered, that Mr. Richard Hair, 
of Cork, do attend the faid Com- 
mittee on Thurfday the 20th infU » 

Mr. Thomas Bennett, on his ex- 
amination, fays, that he knows that 
an embargo was laid on the export of 
provisions, and that he fufrered con- 
fide r ably by it ; that he prepared 
about 1 2co barrels of pork, from Ja- 
nuary laft to April, of which he has 
difpofed 55 barrels, the remaining 
number or barrels he is obliged to 
fend by London and Briftol to Ja- 
maica, where he apprehends he will 
got receive as much for it as he mud 
pay for the freight ; that laft. year 
there was much more pork prepared 
for exportation than had been for 
any year before ; that the American 
war was the inducement merchants 
had to prepare pork for exportation ; 
never was engaged in exporting pork 
till this laft ieafon ; exported his 
pork in 1776, for the Engliih mar- 
. Let ; was encouraged by fpeculation 
fo to do, merchants gave great prices 
for pork in 1776 and 1777; he loft 
by the c 5 barrels he fold ; always - 
understood that the Cork merchants 
made up their pork for government, 
in 1776, and that they made money 
of it ; the pork exported in 1776 was, 
as he fuppofcs, confumed by the 
King's troojps, and not by the Ame- 
ricans ; he was not in the pork trade 
umil the year 1776, and that he 
cannot form any opinion of the me- 
dium of pork for ten years paft ; if 
there was not an embargo, he knows 
no market for hispoik, but England. 
Jt he could export immediately to the 
WehVlndies from Ireland, he might 
have a tolerable market ; h$ cannot 



fend to the Weft-Indies without a 
convoy from Cork, if he could, be- 
lieves he would have a good market ; 
he does not know that there was any 
convoy thefe 18 months paft, nor 
does he know that a convoy was ap- 
plied 4or ; that two-thirds of the 
cattle in Ireland are not wanting 
for the King's forces, he thinks, by 
the victuals fen t in 1776, and until 
October, in that year, the kingdom 
was a great gainer; he thinks that 
it is the fenfe of molt people here, 
that the embargo was laid on to pleafe 
two particular people, Contractors in 
Cork, and hears, that thofe two 
houfes have gained confiderably, and 
thofe who have made upon, on their 
own account here laft year, have in 
general loft ; he cannot form a judg- 
ment, whether the kingdom has gain- 
ed or loft by the American war. 
The belt time in the year for making 
up pork is, from the beginning of 
November to March ; and he believes, 
that the pork made up in the hot 
feafon could not fell at all, but for 
the fcarcity, and thofe merchants 
who made up had Government con- 
tracts, and there were great com- 
plaints made in London of fuch pork, 
fuch complaints gave great difcredit to 
the pork of Ireland ; that he was 
particularly hurt by the embargo; 
the encouragement given by victual- 
ling the King's troops, has encreafed 
the number of pigs reared in this, 
country three to one ; that he could 
not fell the pork he has on his hands, 
though he mould fell for a moderate 
price, there being no demand that 
he knows of any where. 
Adjourned to 1 2 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, November 7, 1777. 
Mr, G. Godfrey Hoffman's exa- 
mination, fays, he is certain the em- 
bargo has already done great preju- 
dice to the trade of this country, and 
that there is every reafon to appre- 
hend, if it continues, it will do a 
great deal more ; that a particular 
* injury 
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injury may be expected from it to this 
country, as it raifed the price of pro- 
visions in France, which obliged 
them to have recourfe to other coun- 
tries for the fupply they ufually got 
from Ireland ; that in Denmark they 
found a country abounding in cattle, 
and though the provifions they got 
from thence were not fo well faved 
as Irifh provisions, yet they were the 
caufe of the prices being consider- 
ably lowered on fuch as clandeflinely 
efcaped from Ireland ; that he appre- 
hends, if the embargo fhould be con- 
tinued, it may divert the trade in a 
great meafure from Ireland, as there 
is nothing wanting to the Danifh pro- 
vifions, but to have them properly 
fureJ; and he hears they have fent 
to Ireland to procure falters from 
thence to remedy that defect, which 
would make theirs interfere mate- 
rially with the Irifh provifions ; that 
if they could get into a proper me- 
thod of curing their beef, it was felf- 
evident they could procure cafks, 
ftaves, and labour, and he believes 
fait, cheaper tjian we could in Ireland, 
to enable them to underfellus; but 
If we got Slaves as ufual from Ame- 
rica, the materials for cafks would 
come near as cheap as the Danifh ; 
that there are fo many circumftences 
to be taken into confideration, he 
cannot positively fay whether that 
r.rade might not be diverted from us, 
but to the belt of his opinion, there 
is ail the reafpn in the world to fear 
that the Danes will interfere mate- 
rially with our trade, from the many 
advantages they have over us ; their 
Jand is cheaper, and we are obliged 
to draw our materials for cafks from 
that country during the prefent trou- 
bles in America ; all the beef of Ire- 
land is not fit for the troops or navy 
in America, as the fm all beef is belt 
for the French market; that he be- 
lieves, that Since the embargo, there 
is no market for fuch fmall beef; 
that he never knew, nor does he 
£now, that America was a general 



market for beef from any part of 
Ireland, and therefore does sot think 
there was any neceflity for the em- 
bargo to prevent the Americans being 
fupplied with it ; that he believes 
the Dutch market was alfo hurt, bat 
not fo materially as the French,- as 
he knows they had begun to (laugh- 
ter for themfelves, previous to the 
laying on 'the embargo, which tef* 
fened their demand for provisions from 
Ireland ; that it is probable this may 
precipitate them into that trade ; that 
the Dutch muft, if polfible, be fup- : 
plied for long voyages from Ireland ; 
that he has always heard that the 
Americans exported annually to the 
Weft-India iflands a great quantity 
of provifions, pork, and live cattle ; 
that he doubts whether Denmark ever 
can have as good provisions- as Ire- 
land ; that fome large beef would 
fell in France, but it is not fo fit for 
that market as the fmall ; that he 
believed fait to be cheaper, in Pen- 
mark, becaufe freight was cheaper; 
that they get their bay fait from Saint 
Ubes Cadis as we do, and that though 
they navigate cheaper, yet owing to 
the distance from the fait countries, 
the freight of a Ship to be fent in 
ballafl from Denmark to thofe coun- 
tries, would come as high to them as 
to us, but the freight outwards makes 
a material difference ; that a fmall 
quantity of fine fait is neceflary for 
curing beef; this he believes they 
got from Liverpool ; tha£ they have 
refinaries of bay fait in Holland ; it 
is poffible they may have the fame in. 
Denmark; the freight from Ireland 
to France, he believes, is as cheap 
as from Denmark to France : the in- 
tercourfe between the countries is t* 
be taken into confideration, to deter- 
mine the cheapnefs of freight ; that 
it would be prepofterous for any mer- 
chant to fend a Ship in ballaft from 
Denmark, fur the purpofe of bring- 
ing back falt;\that with refpeft to 
Denmark, fait is a back trade, their 
out trade being chieily lumber and 
" " 60xi 
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fifli ; that faiths aHb a retbnr trade to 
Ireland; that he believes Spain does 
not take as much lumber from Den* 
mark as Ireland ; that he never went 
through Denmark but once, there- 
fore cannot be well acquainted with ; 
that Holftein and Jutland appeared 
to him in general to be pafture coun- 
tries ; that Denmark is alfo remark- 
Able for a breed of heavy horfes ; 
that corn is imported there every year ; 
that it has more black cattle than are 
neceflary for its own confumption; 
never heard that they did export pro- 
vifions generally before the embargo, 
but they have fince ; has heard they 
Have fent young cattle to Holland ; 
that the great call for provl£ons in 
America thefe two laft years, have 
been owing to the great fleets and 
armies there ; that Norway is a very 
indifferent country, not fit for fatten- 
ing ; that the greater part of Den- 
mark is very good ground ; that he 
believes the cattle in winter, in Den- 
mark, from the rigour of the feafon, 
muft be houfed ; that he confiders 
the trade now carried on between 
Denmark and France as a forced 
trade, arifing at prefent from the 
circamftances of the times ; that 
America ufed to fupply the Weft-In- 
dies with fomeprovifions, with which 
Ireland now fupplies that market : 
this is owing to the American war, 
which alfo jprevents Ireland's fup- 
.plyihg America, and that therefore 
An embargo is not neceiTary to pre- 
vent fupplying America; believes, 
that at the beginning of the war, 
;they may have had occaflon for fome 
Jrifh beef, but knows nothing of 
.their wants at prefent in America; 
has not much practical knowledge in 
the provifion trade ; has read trea- 
ties a great while fince on the trade 
•b/jbtenmark, and don't recollect any 
'mention'of exportation of fait beef; 
Well-India iflands muft now be fup- 
p\\ed from Ireland 411$ {England. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, 



Saturday, No*vmbtr% t *777* 
Mr. Hoffman fays. That the con- 
tinuance of the embargo has affected 
the price of beef materially : — That 
it would rife confiderably if it was 
taken off. Since his laft examination 
he has converfed with a Danifh gen- 
tleman now in town, who informs 
him, that the winter in Denmark ge- 
nerally lafts four months. — That he 
alfo told him another circumftance, 
which he can fcarcely credit, viz. 
that a fat ox of four hundred weight 
fell 1 for two guineas in Denmark; 
but fuppofe even that it fold for 
three, we may judge what an advan- 
tage that would give the Danes over 
us; that a cow of two hundred 
and one-half, or three hundred, oft' 
the grafs, fells for il. 7s.— That it 
was Jelf-evident that Denmark would 
continue to purfue the provifion trade* 
if they found their advantage in it ; 
— and that he believes they have 
now found their advantage in it; 
that he knows of no natural obftruc- 
tion to that trade ; — that the froft in 
Denmark generally lafts from the lat- 
ter end of November to March.—* 
That the beef cannot be faved in 
froft ; but that to remedy this, the 
Danes need only begin earlier, and 
employ more hands ; that he can give 
no account of the price of labour in 
Denmark, but that he believes fuch 
demand mayraife; that he believes 
the Danes victual the Swedifti navy 
when at peace, and that the Danifh 
market is the moft eligible for the 
Swedes, but does not imagine Den- 
mark would confine hcrCelf to that 
entirely ;—that he believes fome of 
the provifion s now on hand may be 
bad ; but that this was owing to not 
having caflcs to fave them properly, 
and not owing to a bad quality in the 
beef. 

Mr. Strangman, being examined, 
fays, he has formerly been concerned 
in Government contracts, but is not 
now; that thefe generally are taken 
by gentlemen in London, and that 
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the merchants here contract under 
them ; that the embargo has caufed 
a great quantity of the common ordi- 
nary beef to lie on hands fome time 
ago, but believes there is not a great 
deal now, as latterly people have re- 
conciled their confciences to it ; be- 
lieves the aeceflky of .getting rid of 
this beef has obliged people tofalfify 
their oaths, and run the rifk of being 
profecuted on their bonds ; that this 
is a great hardfhip on thofe who Can- 
not reconcile fuch conduct to them- 
felves ; that in Waterford there is more 
fmall than large beef; that all ox 
beef under fix hundred weight, and 
all cow beef, he calls fmall beef, be- 
caufe not fit for Government ufe ; 
that fome of this fmall beef is fent to 
Spain, fome to Holland, fome to Por* 
tagal, a conGderabte quantity to 
France, and alfo a confiderable quan- 
tity to our own Weft-India iflands ; 
that there is no inconvenience in ex- 
porting this beef now to the Weft- 
Indies, fave that it cannot be fent 
without a convoy, or in armed veflels ; 
the French iflands were formerly fup- 
plied with this fort of beef ^ through 
France, and he does not think there » 
would be the fmalleft danger, if that 
trade was open, of its being re-ex- 
ported from thence to America; 
that he had a (hip lately returned, 
which had been in Government fer- 
vice, and that the Captain only 
charged him 4Jd per pound for the 
frefh beef bought at New- York. For 
long voyages Irifh beef is preferred 
in America, becaufe it keeps better ; 
there is not the * fmalleft probability 
of its being preferred for the army. 
When the embargo was firft laid in 
November 1776,' it ftruck a confi- 
derable damp on fuch provifions as 
were not fit for Government. He be- 
lieves Government could not do well 
without laying on the embargo, their 
wants for the army being fo great in 
Summer 1776, owing to their neglect 
in not fending their contracts from 
England till Spring 1776, when the 



{laughter feafoo was auite over, *nd 
when the great part of what had been 
flaughtered was flupped for their 
deftined markets. He believes, no 
diftin£Hon could be made between 
large and fmall by the Proclamation 
laying on embargoes, but that the 
necefuty ht mentioned for laying it 
on ceafed this time twelvemonth; 
that if oaths and bonds had not been 
evaded, fome of the merchants would 
have been entirely ruined; that beef 
which is now fat muft be killed ; be 
believes the great demand laft fum- 
mer twelvemonth caufed great foe- 
cularion ; Government had not a de- 
mand to anfwer, owing to General 
Howe's army getting into a plentiful 
country ; that merchants, he had 
heard, could have got a good price 
laft Spring for what provisions were 
fit for Government; he has heard, 
the Americans exported fome beef, 
and a great deal of pork, which is at 
leaft equal to ours; Connecticut 
pork, and that fent from Burlington, 
is remarkably good; he has not 
heard, that the American privateers 
ever took in any provifions in France, 
knows nothing of the matter, fave 
from newfpap:rs ; would not think 
it a great advantage to fupply all the 
American privateers with provifions ; 
believes the American privateers, by 
prizes, took in more Irifh beef into 
France than they brought out of it ; 
that he believes they would prefer 
Irifh beef, but that the quantity 
would be very fmall; that the priva- 
teers are over-ftocked, they take fuch 
a number of prizes that he imagines 
there would not have been one pri- 
vateer lefs if the embargo had never 
b^en laid on ; believes there were 
fome cattle killed laft year, which, 
by the ufual rule of flaughter, Ought 
to have been held over till the next; 
but that this kind of beef does not 
amount to the one third of the old 
beef now on hands ; is certain beef 
was made up with as much care as 
ever laft year in Waterford; has 
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fceard complaints of Dublin t>eef; 
has heard a good deal of Dublin beef 
lies on hands, but knows there is a 
great deal of Waterford beef on 
hands, about 6000 barrels ; by beef 
on hands, be means what is unfold, 
both here, and elfewhere; imagines, 
that the beef now on hands would not 
Kare been fo, if we had a free trade 
with France; that 3 or 4000 barrels 
were flapped off from Waterford, 
with the laft convoy, on merchants 
own account ; thofe merchants, who 
have beef remaining on hands, can't 
buy now with as much fpirit for want 
of money, by not felling their old 
beef, and for want of market, as they 
otherwife would do ; beef cannot be 
kept on hands, fo merchants, who 
have made it up, are obliged to fend 
it where they can get any market for 
it; knows, there is no complaint of 
Waterford beef; has heard, there 
was fome come from the King's (lores 
at Deptford of Dublin beef ; that he 
could fave provifions for a ihort time 
without caflcs ; that he con fide red 
beef refufed as ftores, as beef on 
hands ; but that he believes very lit- 
tle beef has been refufed as unmer- 
chantable; that a confiderable quan- 
tity of beef and pork has been fent 
the two laft years from Waterford to 
Cork, and alfo a good deal of pork 
from Belfafl and Newry to Cork ; 
that he never heard of any confide- 
rable quantity being fent from thofe 
places, i. e. Newry or Belfafl, before 
Spring twelvemonth ; believes, there 
is a very confiderable increafe in the 
pork trade thefe two laft years, espe- 
cially in the north; does not ima- 
gine, that pork has been fubftituted 
where beef was formerly ufed, as very 
little pork is fent to foreign markets. 
The demand lately for pork is owing 
to the confumption of the great ar- 
my and navy fent to America, which 
took off near one half of the pork in 
the kingdom. That middling fed 
pork was preferred by Government, 
as it is fuppofed to go farther; does 



not imagine the confumption of beef* 
has leflened in proportion on board 
the navy by the increafe of pork, be- 
caufe they have fet days for each ; 
believes, it may have lefTened iri pro. 
portion in the confumption of the ar- 
my ; has not heard that the confump- 
tion of pork hasencreafed in a greater 
proportion on board the navy ; that 
embargo has compelled him to fend 
fome beef unfit for Government to 
England, where it lies on hands ; if 
the embargo was taken off, he would 
fend it to the old markets. Almofl 
all the beef on hands in Waterford is 
unfit for Government ; has heard and 
believes, thatBourdeaux, Havre, and 
Nantz, the three great markets in 
France for Irifh provifions, are now 
fully flocked ; that he attributes this 
in a great meafure to the confiderable 
quantity of beef that has come to 
them from Holflein and Denmark ; 
believes, the extraordinary demand 
for pork has been of material advan- 
tage to this kingdom. 

Ordered, that Mr. Anthony 
M'Dcrmot, jun. and Mr. John Jones 
do attend this Committee on Mon- 
day next at twelve o'clock. 

Men Jay, the \cth of November, 1 777. 
Daniel Toler, Efq. fays, he is very 
certain, the embargo has injured 
materially the property of the far- 
mers and graziers in the county of 
Tipperary ; he means all forts of 
people who have any traffickin horned 
cattle, many of his own tenants in 
particular likely to be much more in- 
jured, if it continues, and will pre- 
vent many people from difpofing of 
their cattle, becaufe the feeders have 
not difpofed of their fat cattle, and 
cannot buy from the rearers for want 
of room, nor trade for want of money 
to pay for them; thinks it likely, if 
the embargo continues, that it is im- 
ooffible for any one who has taken 
reeding ground, to hold them, ox 
pay the rent, as many gentlemen, 
who pay zos»an acre for ground, have 
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Hot made" three /hillings a -piece for 
their bullocks ; that the embargo 
is the reafon the buyers give, and he 
believes it to be a real reafon, be- 
iaufe the people in Cork fay, they 
cannot buy new beef, till they are 
able to get rid of their old beef; 
that the grazier mult be particularly 
hurt, «f he does not difpofe of the 
fucceflion of his {tore cattle ; that the 
county where he lives is a ftore 
County ; that not one in fifty could 
keep their ftores. 

Adjourned till Wednefday next. 




Wednefday> November 12, 1777* 
Mr. Anthony M'Dermot,. junior, 
fays, that he has been concerned in the 
beef trade fince the embargo in 1775 
and 1776, and that he made up 
16,500 barrels of beef, and M500 
barrels of pork,— very bad market 
for it ; that he has now better than 
4000 barrels of beef of 1776 undif- 
pofed of; that he was very much 
afraid, we fhall lofe entirely the beef 
trade from this kingdom. About 
two years ago, when embargo was 
laid on, it was partial, becaufe gene- 
ral to this kingdom, and not laid on 
in England ; hears that the French 
Government has 60,000 barrels of 
beef made up in Langufdoc, from 
the difficulty of procuring Iriih beef, 
Occasioned by the embargo ; that 
this, no doubt, is not equal to our 
beef, but did not {land them in above 
%6 livres a barrel ; that that was 
from ten to fifteen millings a barrel 
lefs than ours ; that he knows, by 
experience, the hurt of this embargo, 
for though there is a great deal of 
beef there now, yet there is no 
market for it, as the French have victu- 
alled their fhips with their own pork 
and fi(h, and the beef procured from 
Britanny and Denmark ; that on 
account 6f exceffive premiums for 
freight and infurance, raifing the 
price of Irifh beef immoderately; 
rife at the leaft at fix (hillings per 
barrel ; that when the embargo was 
Vol. VUL .. 



laid on, they font theif^h^s i 
port of England, and^ei^foJ 
he* knows "to a ^certainty^^lL 
are 60,000 barrels of beef*j>i* ; r 
in London, as he was.vcryla^eW'itt^ 
England ; no provifidns Jelfogeverr* 
now in London, November the 27 th, 
as appears by a letter yefterdayre-, 
ceived, and is now obliged to.fhip it, 
to the iflands* which he would: not * 
do, were it not for embargo ; is very 
pofitive of it, that moft part of this, 
beef would have gone, as, ufual, to 
foreign markets, were it not for. the 
embargo; that there are at pre fen t 
in London, feven cargoes, of beef 



taken by letters of marque and men 
of war in the Bay of Bifcay ; that 
there was eight guineas per cent, in- 
furance paid on each cargo ; the un-^ 
der-writers will not pay the lofs y 
that they defire the proprietors to go, 
to law with commanders of men, of 
war, : to try legality of the feizure ; 
that he can now buy as good beef 
from 12s. 6d, to 13s. 6d; that he lad., 
year paid 17s. 4d. and 18s. which he 
can account for only by the embargo, 
as the French orders cannot be exe- 
cuted as pfual; this was higher than 
was known before ; that we Rgve 
now as much old provifions on hands 
in London alone, as, he believes, 
would anfwer the demand -lor twelve 
months } he believes, that if the 
embargo was taken off, Government 
could fupply themfelves at a reafon** 
able rate with provifiona ; he thinks* 
that the embargoes were laid on for 
the fake of under-con tractors in Cork ; 
is certain of it ; that Government 
contract with fome principal people 
in London, they with fome merchants 
there, who agree with people in Cork ; 
they then write over that they cannot 
fulfil their contracts without embargo 
is laid on, and their wifhes, as he be- 
lieves, were complied with ; that 
. there is not finer pork in the world 
than the French pork ; that exchange 
is very high, and fo, of courfe, ba- 
lanceof trade againft us ; ihat6ne-half 
E « per 
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per cm, higher tjun it vfoally U, 
£s *tfm tiet, tf this time of the 
y*ar, *a4 the mfon, he thinks, is 
tiwfaig to lJU embargo ; that a good 
<belofl>afii&beef, fome from Hpl- 
Uttd, t*d fc»e from Brittanv, was 
fltd is Prance face the embargo ; 
the Danes ca» now afford ttjfell it for 
twenty fluffing! a barrel, in France, 
cheaper tfcen we, and believe* it is 
trot a very new trade to them, only 
within thefe two y€krs ; he does not 
remember that any beef was exported 
from hence of the Continent of Ame- 
rica} that he knows they exported 
pork from thence to, the Weft-India 
lflands, but he has notheard of any 
beef—a very great demand for beef 
before the embargo was laid on- 
owing to great prices in foreign mar- 
kets, and for the King's troops j that 
sifter Chriftmas no beef ii (laughter- 
edbere; that he has heard complaints 
againft the exported beef, and that 
fome remained here and in England 
on hands, as not being fweet— does 
not think this could be tmrch — that 
from one hundred and forty thoufand 
to one hundred and fixty thoufand 
bullocks were ufually flaughtered in 
Ireland, believes it will be two thirds 
(hort this year; in 1776 it decreafed. 
Adjourned until the 14th of No- 
vember. 



Friday, November 14, 1777. 
Mr. Bennet being examined, fays, 
that he knows the courfe of Exchange, 
that it is eight and three quarters here, 
and comes over at nine and three 
quarters, and is expefted to be higher; 
that he attributes this to there being 
no demand for the provifions, viz. 
beef and pork of this kingdom; the 
merchants in London, he hears, would 
not accept a bill for fixpen.ee, upon 
the credit of beef and pork, though 
they have been offered at twelve 
months credit, though ufually only 
/from three to fix months j the em* 
feargowiil be taken off, without our 
iuterpofition, th,e nuifcnee is fo great, 



and the.cry fo univerfally. againft it t 
that the provifions now in London 
muft be loft— does not think 'the 
quantity of pork has either kflened or 
encreafed the quantity of beef— that 
the continuance of the embargo would 
not hurt him, as all his lofles are over 
—he believes he would lofe 1 coo 1. 
if it was taken off; that the injury 
hereafter will be to the kingdom in 
general, and not to individuals— he 
lent fivt hundred and fifty-two tierces 
of beef to London, from September 
1776 to March 1777, of which he 
has fold but twenty ; that he has alfo 
fent one hundred and (eventy-fix bar- 
rels of ditto the 1 8th of Oftober 1 776, 
and not one of them ibid ; he fent tot 
Briftol four hundred and ninety-five 
tierces of beef, from October 1776 to 
September 1777, of which he has 
only fold one hundred and eighty; 
he fent alfo to ditto five hundred and 
fifty-two barrels, whereof not one 
was fold, and he was obliged to fend 
them to Jamaica; that laft Auguft 
he fluppfed one hundred tietces to 
Liverpool, from which, for want of 
market, he was obliged to fend them 
to Briftol ; that out of one thousand 
one hundred and fixty-one barrels of 

5ork, made up and exported from 
anuary to April Jji7» he has fold 
only fifty-five bstufe ; that in March 
1776, freight to Jamaica, from this, 
was only four (hillings, Jamaica cur- 
rency, about two (hillings and nine- 
pence, or three (hillings ; that there 
was fome" provifions infured in Lon- 
don at three pounds three (hillings ; 
that if he was to (hip now, he muft 
pay now, and for five months pair, 
nine (hillings Irifh, befides going to 
look for a convoy ; with a convoy the 
infurance now would be here, fix 
pounds fixteen (hillings and fixpence, 
withou t a con voy , about fifteen pounds 
per hundred weight; he fent from 
London to Jamaica, after all charges 
from this commiffion, Sec. the freight 
is at eight (hillings and one penny 
ftcrling per barrel, paid down, and 

the 
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the ihfurance, with a convoy, fix 
pounds fix millings ; without, twenty- 
one pounds fix millings and feven* 
pence ; that the expences have been 
raifed by embargo about ten /hillings 
per barrel, to fend to Jamaica by way 
of London; two thirds of the beef 
made up in this kingdom is not fit 
for Government fervice, that is only 
proper for the French and Spanifn 
markets. — England the firft, the Weft 
Indies the laft place merchants would 
fend provifions to — believes that the 
King's troops and navy, and France. 
if opened (becaufe they have made 
up provifions themfelves) would not 
confume all the provifions made up 
laft year. New ox mefs beef was of- 
fered and refufed, at three pounds 
five fhillings per tierce, whereas rat- 
ing five pence halfpenny beef, at only 
Tcventeen fhillings per hundred, to be 
delivered in London, would coft a* 
bout three pounds fourteen millings, 
full bounds— he does not imagine the 
price of large beef would be affected 
by taking off the embargo; that 
from March 1775 to November, a 
great demand for provifions; this 
caufed a great number of cattle to 
be killed, which, in the ufual courfe 
of flaughtefing, would have been 
held over till the next year; a great 
deal of beef made up in 17769 was 
Incade up badly; that from the de- 
Wand* being fo great, that merchants 
began to daughter in Auguft, which 
was a month too early. Beefmuft 
be faved the £rfk day of falling, and 
the bad beef, he believes, was owing 

Sit* being imooffible to faVe it in 
uguft— he believes that the beef 
tfoes not remain on hands on account 
of the quality, becaufe a great deal 
pf good remains on. hands undifpofed 
of; he believes there has been more 
Beef made up, unmerchantable, this 
laft year, than any year before ; but 
that if this was thrown down the 
fiver, it would not enhance the price 
pf beef ; there was ah extraordinary 
^tantity pf pork made up from- the 



firft of Auguft 1776 to die nrtt of 
May 1^77; he nnderftahds that 
troops in America have been fed 
more on pork than ufual; hut to fay 
they would prefer pork to beef he 
cannot, as common Jailors, a degree 
below King's troops, will eat pork 
onlv twice a week; that the firft 
embargo was laid on the fifth of Fe- 
bruary 1776; this permitted exporta- 
tion to England and our dominions 
abroad, the fecond permits the fame 
as to countries, but a re-exportation 
from England is not permitted by the 
laft ; that no embargo fubfifted in 
England till October 1776, and that 
then embargo operated ooth in £ng* 
land and Ireland, and then prohibit 
tion on the people of England is 
equal to that on Ireland; that this 
people of England engage in the pro* 
vifion trade, and from Ireland, Wt 
much lefs than ufual this year, be- 
caufe they got it cheaper in finglasul 
than they could here. Every ad- 
vance on die price of provifion ought 
tf afted confumers, if right would 
take place; but it is the quantity 
that rules the market, and not the 
firft coft ; that the people who have 
plantations in the Weft-Indies ate 
principally inhabitants of Great-Bri- 
tain, and the caufe of freight being 
fo much higher is, firft, for the want 
of feamen ; and fecondly, navy ve£ 
fels fitting out by merchants ; he be- 
lieves it was a moft improper time 
for laying on embargo, there not 
being one calk bought for this laft 
year, for four bought any year be- 
fore ; that freight advanced at near 
double the wapes ; that the advance 
on infurance is owing tcthe danger 
of being taken by the American pri- 
vateers, and for the want of a convoy 
from this port; he has heard that 
many privateers have put into the 
ports of France, but not to get pro* 
vifions, becaufe as many went into 
Nantz as to Boordeaux, though there 
is no market there for beef, as he 
knows of a cargo fent to Nana, which 
Ee % is 
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-is not tJHpofbiof, and mud be lent 
; to Bourdeaux ; he never heard of any 

apprehensions of any French fleets 
'beipg'fent put ; believes it would be 

of fervice to Ireland to fend the ufual 
Quantity of beef to France, even if a 

fleet was' fitting out from France $ 
.but/cannot. tell .but .that may be of 

bad . confequence, therefore can form 

ppi opinion, but knows it might be 



Englifh merchants ; that theirs is fo 
much better than ours, they cannot 
be affecled ; that there was a much 
better market in the Weil-India 
iflands thefe lafl 18 months, owing 
to the number of vefTels that were 
taken caufing a fcarcity, but does 
not. think it will continue, as a vail 
number of (hips have lately gone 
there ; that that is the lafl place an 



fpared ; he thinks it might be of Irifhman would wiih to fend his beef 
bad confequence to fupply the Ame- to ; that the price continued high alt 



,ncan privateers,, but he, does not 
'tHnk that they want it at all ; he 
4ocfc .nor, think the redundancy of 
.beef is owing to the great flaughter, 
^as there .was lafl: year 'aji„ much beef 
Slaughtered as in former* years, but 
*notnear fp much pork ever flaughter 



the laft year ; that moft of the beef 
made up in the month of Auguft 
was bad, but that the proportion 
very trifling to what remained on 
hands ; that from January, 1776, to 
May, 1777, the great flaughter of 
pork continued ; a great deal of this 



e*l "before as was the lafl; encreafe of pork remains on hands yet, and mor? 
>rjc. decreases the confumption of will be loft by it than beef ; that the 



J? 0] 

^geef ; .markets for pork are England, 

,'aijd' our.Weft-India iflands f , no porjc 

t?9 America , but for fleet and army — 

call' for. pork is entirely from ,Go- 
*vernmejit and Weil- India iflands ; fo 

that though it interferes with the con- 
sumption of large beef, yet it does 
;hOt with Opall beef, that ufually goes 



American war was the caufe of our 
want of ftaves,. 

Adjourned till tOf.morrow> 



Saturday, Noveftt&tr 15, 1777. 
Mr. Sweetman being examined, 
fays, that he knows the Colonies have 
fent pork to the Weflrlndies,- and 
,tP France j it appears to affecVthe that the want of that has caufed a 
[beflcow beef ufeq in merchant fhips, demand for Irifh pork; that he was 
jxyt there is no extraordinary con- always informed that there was a 
jTurription of it on board thefe fhips, large quantity ; that the quantity on 
;as there are the ilated days for both, board merchants fhips was very trifU 



which are the fame as ufual, particu- 
larly as pork was very high lafl year. 
'Merchants ufe a great deal of cow 
fceef, alfo pork, but po more than 
ufual ; that the price pf pork was 



xng $ he never fen,t any, but for a long 
voyage; that a fmall quantity re? 
main) on hands, on account of being 
flaughtered too early, but that very ' 
triflings in companion of what does 



very high laft year ; that the encreafe remain on hands ; that exchange front 
pf pork has jiot interfered with t)ie London is nine three-fourths, from 



confumption pf fpiajl-beef ; that fcarce 
,any beef in the ftores in J^ondon, but 
what are Irifh property, except in the 
^Kands of fpeculatprs $ that he has 
now one thoufand barrels, which he 
will fell at fix month's credit, at eight 
'hundred pounds Jofs; the Englifh 
make up no beef but for home con- 
fumption and the Weft-Jndies; fo 
.consequently, the prefent embargo 



hence, eight th,ree-fourth$ ; at this 
time exchange from, here ufually is 
from feve* to one T fourth ; he does no| 
think Englifh merchant? have been in, 
the leaft injured by the embargo; that 
the greateft part of beef on hands in 
England, is Irifh property ; that the 
French he has heard have got fome 
beef from this and Cork,toBour- 
deaux, but that not being fufficienr, 



jannot poflibly be a detriment to the they fupDlied them/elves with, fome 
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from Hamburgh, Gottenburgh, and 
Dantzick ; believes that France has 
been the refort of American priva- 
teers ; he does not think they have 
occafion for Irifh provifions, as they 
inight bring fufficient from home, 
their country abounding with pro- 
vifions ; a proof they did not want 
provifions is, that they took fcarce 
any out of fuch veflek as they took; 
that there was about 50,000 barrels 
of fmall beef made up laft year in 
Dublin; that he fent about 1026 
barrels himfelf to London, and could 
not difpofe of 20 barrels of it, fo has 
been obliged to fend it to Jamaica, 
in partnership with Mr. Burnet; a 
great demand for beef and pork, and 
the price very high at the latter end 
of the feafon, 1775 * believes this« 
might have caufed great Slaughter ; 
he does not think the market was 
6ver-ilocked by that Slaughter ; that 
a great part of beef made up in 
Auguft, 1776, muft have been bad, 
becaufe made up in the Dog-days, 
and believes fome remains on hands 
on that account, but would be fold at 
any price; he does not. think the 
credit of Ireland affedted by it ; has 
not heard that any frauds have been 
pra&ifed' or difcovered in Irifh beef 
for fome time paft ; it is poffible that 
fome calks might have loft their 
pickle, and of courfe might remain 
on hands ; a great deal of beef made 
np in bulk ; this is not quite as good, 
but yet very good, as beef made up 
incafk. 

Adjourned till Monday the 17th in*. 
Ordered, that Mr. Thomas Mark 
<?o attend fame -day. — Ordered, 
that Mr. Harrington do attend on 
Monday. — Ordered, that" Mr. Gal- 
way do attend fame day. — Ordered, 
that Mr. Lane do attend on Monday. 

Monday, November 17, 1777. 

lilr. Thomas Mark being ex- 
amined, fays, he believes the embargo 
has 'affected Slaughtering this year m 
^imerick from the quantity on hands; 



that the Limerick merchants have om 
hands of laft year's provifions, to the 
amount of 37,0001. in Limerick, 
Havre, Nantz» Bourdeaux, and Lon- 
don ; that there is no profpe& of 
fetting it off now, whether the emb- 
argo is taken off or not '; there \% a 
great deal of beef made up for Bour- 
deaux market only ; the reafon of no 
market now at Bourdeaux, becaufe 
at the time of laying an embargo, 
price of beef was raifed,. which ob- 
liged them to recur to other places, 
particularly Holftein, where there are 
making up this year, he hears, 60,000 
barrels ; heard a letter came from 
Bremen to Mr. Vincent, a merchant 
In Limerick, requefting to be in- 
formed of the method of curing bee£ 
and mentioning their ox beef of 6oo, 
fells' for three dollars one-half a hun- 
dred, about 3s. jd. heeatbeefon board 
a Ship from Memel, as good beef as he . 
would wifh to eat, it was then fix 
months old ; he thinks the channel 
of the trade is turned, and will not, 
he fears, return without our beef falls 
to the foreign prices ; that fome hides 
were fent laft year from Limerick to 
Nantz, which remain unfold, owing 
to the quantity that was flaughtered 
there; beef on hands was flaughtered 
in ufual feafon laft year ; none Slaugh- 
tered in Limerick in Auguft ; ap- 
prehends there is pork and beef 
enough in" Ireland for the army and 
navy, and all the foreign markets ; 
he does not think that general pare 
of beef that lies on hands is owing 
to its being badly made up ; what he 
paid 4I. 15 s. a tierce for, fold lately 
in London for 3I. 1 5s. and two one- 
half difcount ; the demand is not fa 
great, owing to foreign markets being 
elfewhere fupplied ; has not heard 
that any remains on hands on ac- 
count of bad quality, and thinks he 
mould have heard it, if there had 
been any great quantity ; he knows 
that there was none in Limerick ; he 
thinks that encreafe* of pork has lef- 
fened the confumption of beef; that 

there 
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there was a great fcarcity of ftaves 
laft year ; that beef n\ade up in bulk, 
he does not think equal to beef made, 
put immediately into caflts ; that 
itaves rofe from §1. a thousand to 25L 
750 bullocks made up in one pile, 
of which he bought fome, and it 
was very good j he gave the fame 
price for it as for cafe beef; he has 
not heard of any beef that was 
flaughtered in Auguft, 1775, nor 
in Aug u ft, 1776; that the general 
markets for pork are Spain, Rotter- 
dam, England, and the Weft Indies ; 
does noli tKink encreafe of pork has 
interfered with the confumption of 
fniall beef; that beef from five pence 
half-penny to five pence three far- 
things, fold lately in Limerick from 
1 6s. to 1 7s. 6d. and a dull demand even 
for that; that beef of that quality fold 
la ft year from 20s. to 25 s. that before 
the American war, that was confi- 
dered worth from i8s. to 19s. that 
hitherto merchants have fufFered, now 
it rnuft fall on the proprietors of 
land ; pork at a year and a half 
old (to thofe who have no objection to 
it) is better than beef at nine months ; 
remembers, before the American war, 
pork fent from thence to London, on 
the prices riling here ; our -Weft-In- 
dia iflands, mull now be fupplied 
from Ireland with provifions ; would 

f refer fending to France to the Weft- 
ndia iflands. 

Mr. Galway being examined, fays, 
that he refides in Bourdeaux; that 
we are likely to lofe Bourdeaux trade, 
amounting %p about 45,000 barrels 
annual)y ; that the frequent reftralnti 
of trade from this country, obliges 
the prench to recur to other markets, 
where they can be fupplied with 
greater certainty; that he is very 
confident that the embargo caufed 
the French to make up beef of their 
Un, aiib fifh and pork to fupp'y 
Hhelf negroes ; he thinks France, if 
the embargo is continued, can, from 
Hblfteih'and other refources, fupply 
themfelves 'with what they want ; 
that one-third of the beef fent la# 



year to Bourdeaux, remains unfold? 
which mews they can be fupplied 
without us, though the quantity fent 
there not above one-half of what was 
ufual ; that he was about four months 
from Bourdeaux, and is very certain 
the American privateers are not hurt 
by the embargo, as fome beef fent 
to Nantz (the principal port for thofe 
privateers) is all to be fenfc from 
thence to Bourdeaux ; that he has 
vifited feveral fea-ports in France, 
and found them fupplied with their 
own and Danifh beef and fifh ; he 
has heard no complaint of Irifh beef, 
as to quality, of what was fent over 
laft year ; he is principally concerned 
in the beef trade, and is confident, 
the beef now on hands in France, 
does not remain fo on account of 
being unmerchantable ; he thinks, 
that if the embargo was taken off, 
it will not do for this year, bat it 
will prevent the injury for the next 
year ; fhall faffer whether em- 
bargo continues or not ; that by this 
continuing, the principal market for 
our fmair beef will be Toft, in kit 
opinion; that the confumption of 
Irifh pork is entirely gone in Bour- 
deaux, theirs being cheaper and bet- 
ter than Irifh 'pork there, from heavy 
freight and lnfurances; that great 
quantities of pigs Were flaughtered 
about Bourdeaux laft year ; that laft 
year a great deal of beef flaughtered 
there alfo, and alfo in Nantz, were 
not ufed before to daughter ; that 
they would not have thought of ilaagjk* 
tering then, but for the embargo} 
for exportation, perhaps, 5 or 6000 
barrels were flaughtered in and about; 
Bourdeaux, 

Adjourned till the io&inftant. 

Adjourneo* till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow. \ 

Adjourned till Monday the *4th> 

Monday, NowmStrz^ 1777, 
A petition from the merchants an4 
traders of the city of Cork^ was re* 

ceived and read. , 

Anothe 
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Another petition from the fame, 
was received and read. 

Mr. Morgan fcnt an affidavit, 
figned by Godfrey Baker, Efq. which 
was read, and the hand-writing being 
proved of Mr. Baker, the fame was 
received. 

Mr. Roche being examined, fays, 
chat the ilaughtering goes on very 
ilowly in Limerick ; hears fome cows 
have been killed* and that there is a 
dull fale for fmall beef ; there never 
was a year that the export trade was 
brought to fo low an ebb ; that about a 
fortnight ago he bought three one-half 
cow beef, at I is. 6d. here, in expec- 
tation of the embargo being taken off; 
France is the only market, and yet 
he fears taking it off now will be 
cop late, for the French have fup- 
plied themfelves from other markets, 
but we ought to try ; that he hears 
tjkere are 60,000 barrels made up 
already in Holilein this year ; 
there is no doubt in the world but 
the embargo has been of the greateft 
difiervice imaginable to this country ; 
they have, as he hears, in Bremen, 
made up lately 600 weight of beef, at 
three one-half dollars per cent* each, 
worth about 3s. od. there was more 
beef made ap laft year than ever iu this 
kingdom, he believes, owing to the 
great demand people expe&ed fix>m 
the former feafon ; this was occa- 
sioned by a fcarcity in general at 
home, and the fupply for the at my 
in America; has heard fome beef 
made, up laft year was unmerchant- 
able, and that a great part of that 
remains on hands; does not think 
this unmerchantable beef; has in- 
jured the general credit of the beef 
trade of Ireland, becaufe people 
knew they were obliged to make up 
all ibrts of beef; our own Weft- In- 
dia i Hands are not nearly equal to the 
conAsmption of all fmall beef of Ire* 
land ; they, have a vaft redundancy 
of laft feafon't beef, and have been 
{applied with a good deal from Lon- 
don about a month ago ; there were 



from 70 to 80,000 barrels of frifc 
provisions on hands in London ; ftace 
that he. thinks about 15, 000 may * 
have been fliipped to the Weft-in- 
dies ; before the American war, 
Weft-Indies received a great propor- 
tion of their pork and fome beef 
from America, the reft they toot 
from Ireland, but not fo much as 
now; pork trade of Ireland l&t 
encreafed wonderfully, and hears this 
will be a plentiful feafon for por'fcV 
becaufe every place Avarms with pig * ; 
this encreafe has leflened the co n- 
fumption of beef in genera] ; pc rk 
ought to be cheaj), becaufe there is 
no demand for it ; does not thi *k 
this leflens demand for fmall beef; 
the French never took much' of < air 
pork; would prefer French mar tet 
for fmall beef to the Weft-Jn &ia 
iflands, and it is in general prefers id j 
believes France might take for ita 
own and iftands consumption, all >uxf 
fmall beef. 

Ordered, that Mr. Burnet do at- 
tend to-morrow. — Ordered, that / flr* 
Hoffman do attend to-morrow. — * Or- 
dered, -that, Mr. Anthony M*t ley- 
mot, junior, do attend to-morr pw. 
—Ordered, that Daniel Toler, 1 liq^ 
do attend to-morrow. — Ordered, that 
Mr. Sweetman do attend to-mon ew* 
— Ordered, that Mr. Thomas ^ kirk 
do attend to-morrow. — Ordered, that 
Mr/ Roche do attand the fame £ay. 
— Ordered, that Mr. Harringto u do 
attend to-morrow* 

Ordered that Mr. Lane do attend 
the fame day. 

Adjourned till t< >-morrow. 

Widnefdayi zSth November* 1 f?7* 
Mr. Hoffman's 1 examination Ifcring 

read to him, he fwore to it.-i-Mr. 

Mark, ditto. — Mr. . Roche, ditto. 

Tburfday t hi 27A&. 
Mr. A. Derm ot's examination 
fworn to. 

Mr. Dermot, ft 'orn to his fanner 
examination, fays* that a fpifrit in 

the 
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the file of beef thefeV two lail 
market days, fo that it is requefted 
by the merchants to get the htef, and 
the rife is" one Hulling per hundred 
weight fince his laft examination, 
attributes this entirely to the hopes 
the public conceive of the embargo 
being taken off from the interference 
of the Houfe of Commons; thinks 
this interference of the Houfe of Com- 
mons has induced many to think of 
making up beef, who had not the 
Lttft thoughts of it before; theflaugh- 
tering feafon ends the market day 
before Chriftmas always ; very little 
has been fiaughtered as yet ; does 
nut think the removal of the embar- 
go* would hurt the Weft-India iflands ; 
thtcy are to be fupplied only from 
England and Ireland in Jamaica; 
the? principal ufe for fait meat is for 
the Haves, and herrings, if they can 
pr:>cure them, are their ufual food* 

Mr, Galway imputes prefent rife 
to the fame caufes entirely as Mr. 
Dermot; has heard report of French 
wa r i"n the laft two years ; think? em- 
bargo, if ftriftly adhered, would ob- 
lige? them to fupply their navy with 
ioforior prqvifions to Jrifti; French 
iflands, antecedent to the embargo, 
werfc principally fupplied with Irifh 
pro vifions re-exported to them from 
Fra rice ; France would not confume 
all 1&nall beef of Ireland, which con* 
fumption of Irifh beef is computed at 
75,000 barrels. Weft-India iflands 
are an immenfe advantage to this 
couiatry and England ; to the beft of, 
kii opinion, Weft J adia iflands would 
not be injured by the removal ( of 
embargo ; becaufe though there has 
beeri a plenty all Uus laft fummer in 
the iflands, there has been a great 
redundancy in Kng ! and and Ireland ; 
faw beef that was n ;ade up in Nantz, 
which appeared verry well faved. 
Mr. Jones examined on oath, — 
Has lived in Cark fifty years, and 
is very well acquainted with provi- 
fion trade; belic.es embargo has 
been* of the grca tcft diflervice to 



that trade, and the kingddtn in ge- 
neral, amazingly hurt by it ; fuppofes 
and believes embargo was laid on 
merely to ferve the contractors. This 
has lowered prices of beef furpri- 
fingly this year; gave laft year 23s.- 
per hundred weight for four one-half 
beef; has made up none this year from 
the officers throwing every difficul ty in 
their power in the way of that trade ; 
knows that a great quantity of beef 
and pork has been exported from 
Cork, without entry, or paying any 
duty, by a pafs, he believes, from 
Mr. Gordon ; and alfo, that feveral 
cargoes of flour* &c< have come itf 
the fame way; beef fallen within thi* 
fortnight in Cork ; did not hear that 
there Was a great deal of bad or 
young cattle fiaughtered laft year in 
Cork ; believes fiaughtered in Au* 
gutl 1776, was very trifling in 
Cork ; believes there was none, it i$ 
attended with fuch danger ; has 
heard, but does not believe it, that 
any beef on hands is unmerchantable, 
but it is much the worfe for lying by ; 
never would fend to the Weft-Indies, 
if he could fend his beef to France J 
never heard, before the embargo, that 
Danes, Dutch, or Hamburghers* ex- 
ported. Mr. Morgan, a gentleman 
lately from Bourdeaux, told him he 
faw fome Danifti beef, which ap- 
peared well cured, well faved, and" 
well looking, in Bourdeatfx, and 
that it was much cheaper 3 and he 
never knew, before the embargo, that 
the French could be fupplied but 
from Ireland; when embargo was 
laid on, there was a rumour of 
French War; fome thought there 
would be one, and fome thought 
there would jnot ; thinks if there 
was a French war, it would not be 
wife to fupply the French with pro- 
vifions ; does not think that the want 
of Irifh provifions would influence 
the conduct of France as to a war, 
becaufe they can fupply thcmfelves 
elfcwhere ; thinks, though there was- 
a war, they may fupply themfclvw 
fufficiencly 
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Taffidefitly from Denmark, &c. they 
generally have a great ftore of Irifh 
erovifions in France, and therefore, 
though the new ttade was discovered 
only twd years fince, it would not 
influence them as to war ; does not 
think Great Britain and her depen- 
dencies are equal to confumption of 
all our provifions; France, &c. not 
equal toconfumption of our yrovi- 
rifions ; knows there was a very large 

Quantity lately on hands in Cork ; 
oes not think Weft-Indies would be 
hurt by taking off embargo, but is 
fur? the trade of Ireland in general 
would be materially benefitted by it, 
and alfo the trade of Great Britain ; 
does not think embargo was the 
fmalleft injury to the American pri- 
vateers ; faw lately fome calks made 
of bad materials* and believes fome 
of the out parts were fo ezreumftan- 
ced in point of materials as to make 
life of had ones ; fuppofes that fuch 
timber would not hold the pickle, 
and of courfe that the provifions would 
grow rufty, of courfe not fo mer- 
chantable as if they held the pickle ; 
prices in general very high lait year, 
beyond rate of the land ; a great 
quantity of pork killed laft year, and 
price for it high ; when embargo was 
laid on, gentlemen* who dealt in fpe- 
culation, thought contractors wanted 
beef, and therefore laid it in, but 
were difappointedV as contractors had 
been rapphed ; thinks that quantity 
of pork made up hindered the fale of 
fome of the beef, but not with refpect 
to the French, as they take fcarce 
any; and think* increase of pork 
trade has been of great benefit to the 
country in general; price of pork, 
he believe*, has rifen 30 percent. 
irft embargo was partial to Ireland ; 
England could then fend provifions to 
foreign markets ; by fecond embargo 
Ingland was laid under the fame re* 
flraiat with Ireland, and this is the 
embargo that is generally complained 

Voir. VIII, 



of; thinks we are in 4 greii clanger o' 
lofing the trade from France ; provi- 
fions being admitted to be exported 
duty-free, and without fee to officers, 
of great fervice to the contractors; 
never knew or heard that others were 
admitted to this privilege ; fuppofes 
that any who would /hip for Govern* 
nfent fervice would have the like in- 
dulgence, but thinks this partiality 
of differ rice to the nation in general ; 
no doube, trade Of a country more 
fervice than the revenues; but that 
beef fo privileged mmi be fent whe* 
ther that privilege was allowed or 
not; obilructions by the officers, 
mentioned in former parti of his ex- 
amination, is only when they fufpect 
provifions are going to foreign mar- 
kets ; thinks we are in gt eat danger 
of lofing French beef trade entirely, 
beeaufe they have been fupplied elfe- 
where fince the embargo, and the 
lofs of this trade would be of the 
greateft injury to the kingdom i 
upon the fulled information, he be- 
lieves, we may btfunderfold byDanes^ 
in France ; this is all from hearfay* 
that relates to German beef. 

Dtctmber the isti 

Peafe, flour, oats, and fome beans 
were imported from England; by 
importation means coming into poft^ 
and a great deal were landed at Cork; 
and re-fliipped when the tranfports 
were ready ; they were, he believes* 
for the King's ufe, and were put into 
the King's ftores ; faw fome of flour 
landed himfelf, and re-ihipped ; be- 
lieves all were for the King's troops ; 
believes fome of thefe goods were 
traofhipped without lanaing; be- 
lieves merchants, by leave of the 
Board of Commiffioners, alfo* tran- 
fhipped goods $ believe* merchants 
may be permitted to load fome trifling 
goods without duty; King's mips* 
when fent to America, are fent out 
with afTortments of provifions ; be- 
lieves there are always in Cork dif- 

F f fcrent 
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ferent articles to fupply fifty fuch 
" fliips ; we get all peafe from England, 
and flour now, moftly for the King's 
ufe and merchants ; thofe peafe and 
flour are always brought here from 
England, and muft neceflarily be de- 
pofited here to be ready for the 
King's fhips to take on board ; does 
not know whether officers go on 
board King's ihips, and is far from 
thinking Mr. Gordon would take 
this power on him, without autho- 
rity, either from the Commiffioners 
here, t>r from England. 

Note, Mr, Jones has heard from 
feveral, that no officer is permitted to 
examine any boat or (hip when Mr. 
Gordon's pafs is produced to him, 
which he either gives to contractors, 
or ufes himfelf ; does not fpeak of 
his own knowledge, but believes it to 
beafaft. 

Weft-India iflands would not take 
half the provifions of this country ; 
imagines confumption of Weft-India 
iflands amounts to about 75,0*0 bar- 
rels; that there are 150,000 barrels 
made up in Cork; a great deal of 
beef remains on hands in France, 
owing to that market's being glutted 
from, the fupply they have got from 
other places ; a great quantity of beef 
on hands in Cork ; fome large in his 
own Jteres, which he offered to the 
King's Commiffioners, who refufed 
it, faying, they did not want it, 

December the £ph* 
Mr. Mooney thinks embargo has 
prevented many from making up 
btcf; a friend of* his was offered a 
commiflion from Havre, provided he 
delivered it there, but would not en- 
gage it, and fo loft commiflion 5 
making up of b«ef has declined very 
much in.Dublin ; in 1775 he made 
iip 45^3 barrels and 600 tierces; in 
1776,2643 and 754 tierces; does 
not expect to make up much more 
than one half this year. 



Adjourned till Saturday 6tB, 

9 o'clock. 

Sabhaii 6° die Dtcembris, 1 7 77. 
John Dillon, Efq. in the chair, 
The Committee met and adjourn* 
ed until Monday morning next, at 

10 o'clock. 



Luna 8 P die DecembrtSy 1 777. 
The Committee adjourned until 
to-morrow morning at ten of the 
clock. 



Martis 9 die Decembris, \ 777. 

In the Houfe. 

John Dillon, Efq. in the chair. 

Mr. William Thomas Monfell 
moved the following refolution : 

Refolved, that it appears to this 
Committee, that all cow-beef, 
and all ox-beef under five hun- 
dred weight, commonly called 
fmall beef, are unfit for the pur- 
pofes of Government ; and that 
the greater part of the beef 
Slaughtered in Ireland is of that 
kind. 

The Honourable Mr. Prime Ser- 
jeant moved, that the Chairman do 
now leave the chair. 

And having debated from about 
three o'clock until near two the next 
morning, the Committee divided, 

Mr. Gardiner, Teller for the Ayes 
on the right - .. -. - 137 

Mr. Denis Daly, Teller for the 
Noes on the left - - 80 

And the Chairman accordingly 
left the chair. 

Remarks 
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Ke maris on the Speech at opening the 
SeJJion of Parliament on the zyth 
of November, 1778, From the 
Bofion Ledger of March 16, 1779. 
The royal voice to Parliament, on 
the 27th of November laft, has at 
length reached the ears of Freemen 
on theweftern ihore of the Atlantic: 
and thofe Freemen are convinced, it 
is a found very different from the 
roaring of a lion, when lafliing his 
nervous tail, and briftling his fhaggy 
mane, he means to difplay the " mofl 
active exertions/' c * againft all his 
enemies." Accuftomed, as the 
has been, to have his moll gra- 
cious fpeeches molt humbly echoed 
back, it is time that you fhould re- 
ceive the obfervations of Freemen. 
- As a Freeman, I therefore take the li- 
berty, to give my fentiments upon 
the late fpeech to Parliament. 

The fpeech begins with telling 
them, that ** they are called together 
in a conjuncture, which demands their 
mofl; ferious attention." But, as 
that mofl: ferious attention was, by 
the necefTity of affairs, always de- 
manded, as often as Parliament has 
been called, to what purpofe was 
this entire fentence, in which there 
is nothing new ? Without doubt, 
it was to convince them by the firft 
words, that the fpeech did not in* 
tend to fay any thing of importance. 
The fpeech proceeds — ** In the 
time of profound peace, without pre- 
tence of provocation or colour of 
complaint, the Court of France hath 
not forborne to difturb the public 
tranquilly, in violation of the faith 
of treaxies, and the general rights of 
Sovereigns, at firft, by the clandes- 
tine fupply of amis to my revolted 
fubjec^s in tyorth- America ; after- 
wards, by avowing openly their fup- 
port, and entering into formal engage- 
ments with the leadens of the rebel- 
lion, and, at length, by committing 
Dpen hostilities and depredapons on 
my faithful fubjects, and by an ac- 
tual invafion of my dominions." — Per- 
mit me, to confider thefe pofuions 
feparatcly* 



When a war actually exilted be- 
tween America *and Great Britain, 
and of fuch a nature too," as inte- 
refted all the world in its confequences, 
and particularly France ; and, when 
at the fame time, the Imperial and 
Pruffian forces had actually taken the 
field, and all Europe was arming by 
fea and land ; to call fuch a time, % 
tc time of profound peace," is certainly 
not to ipeak fo as to be underftood— 
But, I will give the conjuncture it* 
proper defcription, and examine in 
what light the complaint will then 
Hand. According to fuch defcription 
it will Hand thus : 

In a time of dangerous war, which 
in its confequences, involved the in- 
terefts, and threatened the fafety of 
France, that Court, without pre- 
tence of provocation, or colour of 
complaint, hath not forborne to dif- 
turb the public tranquility, by, 
among other acts and doings, commit- 
ingopen hoftilities and depredations. 

Now, admitting fuch hoftilitiw, 
and depredations to be true, yet, 
they being made in the conjuncture I 
have defcribed, they certainly were 
not committed without pretence of pro- 
vocation, or colour of complaint , nor, 
in violation of the faith of treaties, 
and the general rights of Sovereigns. 
For, in the firft place, the Englifh 
Minifters had kindled, and were then 
actually profecuting a dangerous war, 
which put the fafety of France, or at 
leaft her interefts at hazard. Se- 
condly, no treaty with France for- 
bad her to take meafures againft that , 
hazard. Thirdly, France, by taking 
fuch meafures, and, the open hofti- 
lities, and depredations, may be 
fuch meafures, as not only did not 
violate, but actually and vigoroufly 
did maintain and exercife the gene- 
ral rights of Sovereigns, under the 
law of nations, as laid down by 
Grotius, PafFendorf, and every other 
Civilian. And, Fourthly, the King 
of Pruflia's conduct, fupported by 
the Crown of Great Britain, in in- 
vading Saxony, and then obliging 
F f 2 th* 
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At Saxon army to lay down their 
arms at Pirna, before the King of 
Poland, Elector of Saxony, had com- 
mitted holHlities again ft his Pruffian 
Majefty, denionffcrates the practice 
under the law of nations in tlw con- 
juncture I have defer t bed, and juf- 
tifies the conduct of the Court of 
France in committing hostilities on 
the faithful fubjects and dominions 
of Great Britain. But, when the 
Engltfh had, on the i8th and 19th of 
June taft, by force of arms, captured 
the Licorne and the Pallas, frigates 
belonging to the Court of France, 
and that ft was after that period, 
that that Court firft committed " open 
hefultcies," it feems fomevhat Angu- 
lar to charge the Court of France with 
Jiaving committed open hostilities 
in time of profound peace > thereby 
difturbing the public tranquility, and 
violating the faith of treaties and the 
general rights of Sovereigns, without 
frctenee of provocation, or colour of 
^omplaint ! 

As to the clandestine fupply of 
arms by the Court of France fent to 
the people in North-America, before 
the formal engagements between 
France and the United States, I have 
110 reafon to think the Engliih Mi- 
jiiftry have proof on this poipt f The 
Congrefs know of no fuch fupply ; 
and to be fure, they, to whom fuch 
fupplies were fent, are to be thought 
to know, at leaft, as much of this mat- 
ter as the Englifli Miniftry. But, 
be pleafed to hear what they fay 
iipon this fubject. They unani- 
inoufly declare, » Tnat his Moft 
Chriftian lyiaje/ly, the great and 

fenerous Ally of thefe United States, 
id not preface- his alliance with any 
fupplies whatever fent to America." 
Nor can the Court of France, en- 
tering into formal engagements with 
Congrefs^ at the time flje did, tend 
to' criminate that Court, on the 
charge of violating " the faith of 
treaties,' and the general rights of 
Sovereigns. 1 " Firft, becaufe no trea- 
ties fubfifting between England 



and the Crown of France, pre/*tide4 
that Crown from entering into for- 
mal engagements with an Indepea* 
dent nation, Second y 9 becaufe tk$ 
engagements of which the EoglKh 
Miniftry complain, were entered into 
by France, with an Independent na- 
tion in the full poHeffion and exer- 
cife of fovereignty-wr* com pleat fove- 
reignty, which had exifted for nine- 
teen months, immediately preceding 
' iliofe engagements. 

Nor was the object of thofe en- 
gagements, a violation of the faith of 
treaties, an4 the general rights of 
Sovereigns. Firft, becaufe the ob- 
ject was not to interrupt the peace 
fubiifting between France and Great 
Britain, but only to repel the war, 
if the Englifh Ihpuld commence it upon 
France ; and - to continue it, until 
the Independence of the United States 
Ihould be fecured by the treaty which 
ihould reftore peace* Secondly, be- 
caufe the United States, withwbom 
thofe engagements were contracted, 
were at the time, Free, Sovereign, 
and Independent, and had been fo 
for nineteen months before. 

Indeed, fo far was the Court of 
France from even wifliing « to difturb 
the public tranquility," exifting be* 
tween her and the Court of Great 
Britain ; or to violate " the faith of 
treaties, and the general rights of 
Sovereigns ;" "that five weeks after 
ftie had entered into thofe engage- 
ments ftie caufed her Ambaflador, the 
Marquis de Noailles, among other 
things, to declare to the Englifh 
Court, that f « the United State* 
of North-America, who are in full 
pofleffion of Independence, as pro- 
nounced by them on the 4th of July, 
1776, having propofed to the King 
to confolidate, by a formal Conven- 
tion, the connection begun to be efta- 
blifhed between the two nations, the 
refpective Plenipotentiaries have Sign- 
ed a treaty of friendfhip and com* 
merce, designed to ferve as a foun- 
dation for their cjuttta] .good corre* 
fpondencp, ■---»> 

. ffHif 
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** Hit Majefty being determined to 
cultivate the good ttndtrft anting fub- 
fifing between France and Great 
fir i tain by every means compatible 
with his dignity; and the good of 
his fubjects, thinks it neceftary to 
make this proceeding known to the 
Court of London, and to declare at 
the fame time, that the contracting 
parties have paid great attention not 
to llipulate any exclusive advantages 
?n favour of the French nation ; and 
that the United States have referved 
the liberty of treating with every 
nation whatever, upon the fame foot- 
ing of equality and reciprocity. 

" In making this communication 
to the Court of London, the King 
is firmly perfuaded {he will find new 
proofs of his Majefty's conflant and 
$ncere difpofition for peace ; and 
that his Britannic Majeily, animated 
by the fame fentiments, will equally 
avoid every thing that may alter their 
good harmony/* 

Thij declaration bore date the 
13th of March laft; but what was 
fhe Englifh Miniftry's conduct there- 
upon? Why, on the 17 th of the fame 
month they fent a thundering meflage 
to Parliament, acquainting them of 
thia declaration — that they had fent 
orders to their AmbafTador at the 
Court of France to return from 
thence — and that they were " deter- 
mined to exert, if it (hall become ne- 
cefTary, all the force and refources of 
the kingdom' 1 againft that nation, 
Thus, by withdrawing the Am- 
baflador, and fending that meflage, 
they abfolutely made a rupture in 
the good underftanding and corre* 
fbondence with France ; and cut off 
the very means by explanation, of 
preventing open hoftihties being /«- 
ftantly commenced by that Court, in 
confequence of the meflage to Par- 
liament* declaring to the whole world 
their refentment, and that they had 
referved to therafelves to judge of the 
tittu when they would exert "all 
<■ the force and refources of the king- 
jdpm" againft her. Now. I fay» in 



this fituation of affairs, France was 
under no obligation to fit ftill, until 
the Englifh had matured their prepa- 
rations to exert " all the force and re- 
fources of the kingdom" againft her, 
when it might be too late for her 
to refill them. 

But, considering the terms of the 
complaint againft the Court of 
France, mankind cannot but expeft a 
correfponding conduct by the Englifh : 
and any difappointmeni naturally 
leads them toreafon back from effeda 
to caufes. The outrage upon the 
Englifh Crown demanded nothing 
left on their part, than an in flan t de- 
claration of war. They have made np 
fuch declaration, and only one caufe 
can, in the nature of things* be at- 
figned for that filence— they are con<» 
fcioas, that they are not in a condition 
to enter into a declared Hate of war 
with the Court of France.^- Phis con- 
clufion is too evident to be mafked ; 
and a man muft blink and wink, in- 
deed, not to fee it. Nay, with all 
their caution, they not only cannot 
conceal it, but cannot avoid expref- 
fing it themfelves. Having rafhljr 
penned a Philippic againft the Grand 
Monarque, feel'ng their internal 
weaknefs, and too late fenfible of 
their temerity, they immediately 
declare that they are ** defirous to fee 
a reiteration of the blefTngs of peace.** 
How are the mighty fallen!— They 
evidently trembie at a view " of 
other powers, however friendly and 
fincere their profeffions, however 
juft and honourable their purpofei.** 
Nor, do they prefume to name the 
powers they fear ! They, who would 
have ihackled America, at length 
dare not exercife even the freedom 
of fpeech, left they offend powers and 
accelerate attacks, which they know 
they cannot refift. 

How has it happened, that they 
fay fo little of Nor in- America? They 
juft fcatter nine and thirty wordt 
among the Thirteen United States, 1 
Three words to each are but fmal| 
marks of grace and iavour. But, 

perhaps^ 
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perhaps, as they arc pious men, they 
had in view the thirty-nine articles 
of the Church of England. Or per- 
haps they have referved themfelves 
on the fubject of North-America, 
that with the better grace they may 
be more explicit snd at large in 
the treaty which is to terminate the 
war, and fecure the Independence of 
the United States. It is time they 
confidered the affairs of this conti- 
nent upon a more liberal footing, 
than they have yet done. Nor is it 
of any confequence to tell Parlia- 
ment, that '* u would have afforded 
irery great fatisfaction to have inform- 
fed them that the conciliatory meafures 
planned by the wifdom and temper of 
Parliament, had taken the defircd 
effect, and brought the troubles in 
North-America to a happy conclu- 
fion.'* Mr. Fox, exprefsly in anfwer 
to the Speech, declares they were not 
planned by .Parliament. Nay, he 
avers '* it was a libel upon Parlia- 
Jnent to charge them with" thofe 
meafures. The Miniftry, no doubt, 
muft remember the principles upon 
which Solomon adjudged the cjuld to 
one of the two women who claimed it. 
Upon the fame principles do I de- 
termine between them and Mr, Fox. 
But to return. Juft as we enter 
upon this great fubject of North- 
America, the fpeech flops fhort, -as if 
fick of it. So, a, timid patient whp 
muft undergo an amputation of his 
right arm, reluctantly extending it to 
the knife, flops (hort to recailinate 
the painful moment in which he is to 
Jofe his mofl precious limb. But, 
the fituarion of affairs calls " fo 
loudly upon you for your mofl ac- 
tive exertions, that I cannot doubt 
of your heartieft concurrence" in the 
neceflary, though to you, painful ope- 
ration of amputating America from 
Great-Britain. For this falutary pur- 
pofe the deficiencies in the fpeech 
ought to be fupplied. Let the Mi- 
niftry advife the fending a meffage to 
Parliament, and tell them that the 
Englifk fleets aad amies are unable 



to recover the dominion of the United 
States — that the Commiflioners have 
returned equally unfuccefsful in the 
fame attempt — that the United States 
fet at defiance, " the vigour of your 
Councils and the conduct and in- 
trepidity of your officers and forces by 
fea and land" — that France has made 
common caufe with the United 
States that you firmly believe 
Spain and the whole Houfe of Bour- 
bon will do the fame before the next 
campaign— that you have not been 
able to form any connection with 
Ruffia, Pruffia, Holland, or any other 
power, fo as to render you auy thing 
near a match again ft the apparent 
union againft you. — — But I beg 
you will excufe me for thus inad- 
vertently advifing an unneceiTary 
claufe. Upon a fecond thought I anr 
clearly and decidedly of opinion, that 
you may altogether omit this lafl 
head, as Lord North in the Houfe 
of Commons con fe fled that he had 
not advifed* " fubfidiary connections." 
Befides, it is known, that at the end of 
( fummer 1777, the Emprefs of Ruffia 
rejected the Englifh Minifler's ap* 
plication for a Body of her troops, 
with fuch difdaittj that the Ambaf- 
fador at Pcterfburgh retired from 
the Court, till he received inftruc- 
tions from London ; and alfo that a 
fubfequent application to the Em- 
prefs, that her fleets fhould act in 
flrict conjunction with the Englifh, 
met with fo dilatory an anfwer as 
prevented a renewal of the appli- 
cation. 

The Englifh Miniftry may alfo 
fay in this meffage, that on one of the 
Jaft days of October, or pn one of the 
firft days in November , laft, I forgot 
which, Count d'Almadovar, the- 
Spanim AmbafTador, by order of his 
Mafter, delivered a Remonstrance 
of a vary ferious and decifive na- 
ture. But there is no occafion 10 be 
at the trouble of being more parti- 
cular on that fubject, as I prefurae 
His Moft Catholic Majefty will, in 
due time, ip forcible language, notify 
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to Parliament and the world the 
independent tone of that important 
Remcnftrance. And I would advife 
to conclude this weighty meflage, 
with alluring Parliament, that they 
have no ** means of vindicating and 
maintaining the remnant honour of 
the Crown and the interefts of the 
people,** but by agreeing to the 
Independence of the United States, 
• — Confidering the habit of body and 
Hate of mind, I am fenfible that this 
is a harfh prefcription ; but, the cafe 
is defperate. 

The Miniftry are pleafed to con- 
fefs that their " efforts have not 
been attended with all the fuccefs 
which the vigour of their exertions 
feemed to promife," and that they 
have ** calIed;forth the militia to aflift 
in the interior defence of the feat of 
government, — Thus confefling the 
failure of their efforts, and that they 
are fo hard prefTed as to arm their 
militia " to aflift" in the defence of 
the capital, can they be fo contra- 
dictory to themfelves as to continue in 
the vain purfuit of conqueft abroad, 
beyond the Atlantic, and in a region 
in which they have, in this purfuit, 
loft whole armies, and funk millions 
of treafure! Twelve mouths ago, 
the Firft Commiflioner of the Trea- 
fury, and Governor of the Houfe of 
Commons, declared aloud, that the 
kingdom, could no longer furniih men 
'or money for the American war ; 
nor is it within the fcope of the 
warmeft imagination to fuppofe, 
that they are now more competent to 
produce thofe means of conqueft. 
They have received the Ultimatum 
of the- United States. If they deli- 
berate long upon ic, worfemayenfue*. 

Remarks on the abow Paper* 
From the Pennsylvania Packet* 
I have lately read the of Eng- 

land's fpeech, and the anfwer thereto 
ornamented at the top, like an ale- 
houfe-keeper's fign, with the letters 
W. H. D ; and likewife Governor 



Johnftone's fpeech, and GoveVneeiV 
what's his name's anfwer to the fame* 
figned — — — ; and can but ad* 
mire with what judgment the panic* 
have paired and pitted themfelves. 
The two firft are a dead match of 
dulnefs to dulnefs, and the battle is to 
be fought over again next winter. 
The following is the plan of the late 
attack, and the manner in which k 
began ; " W. H. D. 
'« To the of Great Britain.** 

" Sir, 

4 « The royal voice to Parliament 
on the 27th of November laft, has. 
at length, reached the ears of freemen 
cm the weftern more of the Atlantic.'* 

Ic muft be the <kvil of a voice that 
can be heard from England to A- 
merica ; and as, according to the 
ufual velocity of found, k fhouli 
have arrived here in a little more 
than four hours, we are obliged to 
fuppofe, that this fame royal vtice was 
caft away in the air, and obliged to 
put into a cloud to refit. And as 
that cloud might, in the mean time, 
be frozen into ice, and the voice with 
it, it was again obliged to wait the 
relief of a fun-beam before it could 
get out. And as it might after that 
be canted about, like the veffel of 
UlyfTes, the accident of being nine 
weeks on its pafTage, inftead of four 
hours, is eafily accounted for. ~U- 
lyfTes was kept out near twenty years,, 
though he had, at one time, got the 
winds in a bag, and could let which 
blow he pleafed. 

However, the voice came, and in 
the night, I fuppofe, for I heard 
nothing of it. But it feems that 
W. H. D. did; for though he has 
not defcribed what fort of a thing it 
was, he has defcribed what it was 
not. " It is a found," fay he, *' vcr/ 
different from the roaring of a lion ;" 
by which he flily intimates, that it 
was fomething like the braying of an 
afs. If fo, it muft be. a more won- 
. derful afs than Balaam's ; and as I 
fhall mark the time when, or whi- 
ther, 
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tier, the voice of \v\ H. D< arrives 
in England, we (hall fee able, by 
iext winter, to judge which of the 
two has. the ftrongeft lungs, and lay 
onr Wets accordingly. 

N. B. The b?cks the 

of England, and S. Deant backs 
W*H. D. becaufehehasgood*'r*rj," 
and they are not* " Jbut. Thus far 
for the two firft champions. 

The nexc two, the Governor and 
the Governeer, have taken another 
ibrt of ground. Their contention 
is about the honour x>£ dying in a 
€t ditch"— hie jacet. And as it is 
fomewhat preferable to the honour 
of dying in the air, hicfwing-um f I 
commend their choice. 

Yet the very mention of fuch an 
ondefirable fate feems to have awak- 
ened, in the brain of the Governeer^ 
a confufion of unnatural meta- 
phors, dreflbd up in as compleat 
bombaft, as ever filled a page in Sir 
Hichard Blackmore. He has mif- 
taken theatrical rant for elegance, 
and has yet to learn, that affectation 
of language is incompatible with hu- 
mour. Wit may be elegantly fpoken, 
but humour requires a peculiar quaint- 
nefs of expreffion, juft Sufficient to found. 
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" Tne Great Nassau,'' (ayr 
the Governeer, *' made the fame 
declaration, and in the mouth of a 
hero contending for freedom, after 
the lofg of many battles againft fape- 
rior force and almoft exhauftlefs fe- 
fources, it has a dignity and eleva- 
tion which defcription cannot reach." 
—For my part, I am at a lofs to fee* 
where the difficulty arifes, as the fen* 
timent is very eafy of conception, 
and the defcription may be made' 
with a meveh 

* € But when," continues the Go- 
verneer to the Governor,* it is ufetl 
to colour obftinate perfeverance in a 
ridiculous war, for the fake of a 
bubble, a feather, or a name*, it is 
hardly within the compafs of Ian* 
guage to defcend to fuch a deep pro- 
found" This I fet down for perfect 
nonfenfe. The words convey no 
ideas that correfpond with the Sub- 
ject. For, in the firft place,- there 
is fomething which " it is not withiri 
the compafs of language to defcend 
to ;" Query, What is it? A Hub. 
But as the impoflibility cannot take 
place on fo fimple an object, this 
fame ditch is here (Hied a «* deep pro* 



give birth" to the conception, and 
leaving, at the fame time, room 
enough for the fancy of a reader to 
work upon. But this genius has fuc- 
Ceeded in neither oneline nor the othen 
Governor Johnftone had declared, 
that *' the maxim of dying in the 
Jaft ditch was his principle ;" and 

his combatant, the Governeer, though _ t 

feemingly fond of the expreflion, has great Potowmac, or fill the bay of 
undertaken to ridicule -the applica- Chefapeak?" ^ 

tion of the maxim to the prefent war. When a natural probability is ao^ 
The laft trench would have been a mitted, the introducing iinpoffible 



The Governeer fUII continuing the 
figure of a dite h, proceeds to aflt the 
Governor «* in what ditch he would 
chufe to die ?" And here follows a* 
ridiculous a piece of rant and bom- 
baft as was ever fpouted. '* Shall," 
fays he, '* the rich current which 
glides through your veins, daftx along 
the roaring Sufquehanna, fwell the 



phrafe purely military, and conveyed 
the full idea of fortitude, unaccom- 
panied by that aflbciafion of kw con- 
ceits, which naturally unites. with a 
" ditch" To die in the laft trench, 
is dying like a foldier ; but to die in 
a ditch, is dying like a dog, and the 
conceit cannot be Separated from the 
defcription. 



figurrs or circumfttaices to unite with* 
it, is abfurd ; and as there is nothing 
improbable in fuppofing a man to die 
in ' a ditch, the figures intended to 
ridicule the boafting misapplication, 
ihould, in fuppofition, be equally ar 
probable, otherwise the laugh will be 
loft, if that can be faid to be loft 
which cannot be produced*- A man 

0»JV 
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fray, it is tfne, be drowned in either 
of thofe places, and fo far the figures 
t ajte confident. But where is the com* 
parifon between the roaring Sufque- 
hanna, the great Potowmac, the bay 
of Chefapeak, and a " ditch ;" or 
where is even the fuppofed poflibility 
that the blood of a drowned man 
fhould fiU the latter. 

Still 6n the wing of fchooUbnys 
eloquence, he continues to afk, 
" Shall it empurple the Canadian 
" fnows, (hall it fertilize the arid 
** fands of Florida, or ftain the 
** rocks of Nova Scotia, hard arid 
" «npitying of the generous facri- 
" fice ?" Whether the rocks, foft be- 
fore, are to be ftained hard, or hard 
before* are to be ftained foft; or 
whether, like the paper he has blotted, 
they are to be flained to jio purporfe, 
does not clearly appear from the con- 
ftruftionof theexpreflion. Yet thofe., 
three figure's, ftrlpt of the words hard 
and unpitying, have each of them 
poffibillty ; but, at the fame time* the 
poflibility contains no humour, the 
lenfe of it being fimpfy this, Will you 
die in Canada, Florida, or Nova 
Scotia ? As to the epithets of em- 
fmrpliHgt fertilizing, or ftaining, as 
being the conferences of death, are 
not in themfeives fobjecls for. diver- 
fion % befides which, they are the na- 
tural and unalterable properties of 
blood; and the fame eftecls would, 
and mnft; be produced from any kind 
of animal killed in cither of thofe 
places. 

The only field for ridicule, which 
this rhodomontade defcription con- 
tains, is the error which the writer 
has made himfelf, in the unnatural 
difproportion, between his new-raifed 
relative figures/ and his original ante- 
cedent figure, a ditch. For either 
Canada, Florida, and Nova Scotia, 
with their fnows, fands, or rocks, 
muft, in idea, bediminifhed to ditches, 
becaufche'has relatively put them for 
ditches, or, his original ditch muft be 
extended to a country. . How this can 
Vol. VIII. 



be accompUfhed, is far above of be- 
low mine, or the powers of magic to 
conceive. And as this writer, by 
following a Will with a <wi/j> 9 (for 
fuch appears to be Johnftone's cha- . 
racier as well as Mr. Deane's) has; 
written himfelf into a ditch, I {hall 
leave him to fcramble out as well as 
he can, with this confolation to them 
both, that hie j ace t is better than hie 
fwingum. 

I have been the more free in thefe* 
remarks, not only becaufe fuch gaf- 
conade productions take away from 
that character of wifdom and fehous 
fortitude, which America hath hither- 
to fupported, and that without giv- 
ing wit in its place, but because they, 
have a tendency to introduce a falfe 
tafte among youth, who are too apt to 
be catched by the extravagance of a 
figure without cortfidering its jufU 
nefs. Com us* 



Bofton, February tti 
To hh Excellency /i* Governor* 
The Addrefs of His Majeftfs Council 

and Oeneral Jffemhly of Bermuda. 
May it pleafe your Excellency, 

We his Majefty's moft dutiful and 
loyal fubje&s, the Council and AC- 
iembly of thefe, his Majefty's Ber- 
muda Iflands in America, beg leave, 
once more to reprcfent to your Excel- 
lency, in the moft exprefs and positive 
terms, that the inhabitants are on the 
eve of experiencing every diftreA, 
that can arife from certain famine, 
unlefs fome decifive fteps be immedi- 
ately taken to divert it — That fuch 
attempt has been already too lon£ 
deferred, we are without apprehen* 
fions.— To your Excelfency, there* 
fore, we moft folemftly appeal in th# 
name of the people.—Your Ex^eli 
lency alone we muft look to for relict 
— If you refufe to attend, we are un-» 
done. — We would wifh to confider his 
Majefty's Governor, as the guardian 
and proteftor of the Hves and liberties 
of his fubjeds intruded to his care. In 
this light you are held out to us by his 

Gg Majefty, 
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Majefty, — ftiut not then your cars to 
the cries of diftrefs ; but exert thofe 
principles of benevolence and huma- 
nity, which will ever be the greateft 
ornament of human nature, and be- 
come more orlefs confpicuous, in pro- 
portion to the fituation, of the perlons, 
who fhall move Under their influ- 
ence. 

The unhappy diflenfion between 
Great-Britain and the Continent of % 
America, has induced the prohibition 
of a commercial intercourfe with the 
latter, from every other part of his 
Majefty's dominions ; and has fub- 
jefted property, taken in the facl by 
his Majefty's cruizers, to forfeiture. 
—This reftriclion, may it pleafe your 
Excellency, we have been, from ne- 
ceffity, obliged to move in violation 
of. — The particular fitoation of our 
ifland, our diftance from Europe, and 
many other obftacles, as has been, re- 
peatedly urged to your Excellency, 
and of the truth of which you cannot 
but be convinced, have alone led the 
inhabitants thereto. — The means of 
fuMftence are not to be refufed, to 
comply with an Ad of Parliament— 
Our gracious Sovereign, and that 
jruguft body, the EngliSi Senate, wilh 
not for it ; — every principle of hu- 
manity forbids it.— 
- Permit us to fpeak plainly on this 
fobjed to your Excellency ;— prefent 
circumftances oblige us to do it in 
terms undifguifed. — From the Conti- 
nent alone we can poffibly derive the 
Supplies neceflary to our fubfiftence. 
Your Excellency will permit us fur- 
ther to dbferve, that his apprehended 
the troops now at the weft epd, have 
in fome -meafure contributed to driv- 
ing from our ftiores, veffels, the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants, which have 
oeen coming to our relief. — We con-r 
eeive that every obftade mould be 
removed to adventurers in the pur- 
fuit of provifions, and therefore be- 
feech your Excellency, as thofe troops 
cannot but be p relumed to be under 
the coatroul of the civil authority, 
that they be, by your Excellency, or- 



dered from the weft end, at lead for* 
a limitted time, that provifions may be 
introduced without interception, for 
the fupport of the inhabitants. What 
further regulations fuch a proceeding 
might require, mould be fo adjufted 
with his Majefty's Cuftoms, as to re- 
move every apprehension of the con- 
fifcation of property, that may be ad* 
ventured on this critical occafion. 

We beg leave further to obferve to 
your Excellency, that the people ex- 
pert on the recefs of the Aftembly, to 
have a full and pofitive account of 
what may be determined on — in 
which there can be no medium ob- 
ferved. They muft either have a 
clear mode, of obtaining provifions 
pointed out, or muft be told, that no- 
thing can be done. They muft quit the 
ifland, or depend on Providence alone* 
Cornelius Hinson, Speaker. 
Jan. 27, 1779. 

The following is a lift of Britilh 
men of war and privateers, together 
with the veflels captured by them* 
and carried into Bermuda, as late as 
29th Jan. 1779. 

Brig Bellona, 1 8 four pounders, in 
port — BrigDunmore, 18 ditto, on a 
cruize — Schooner Clinton, 18 ditto, 
on a cruize— ^Schooner Sutherland, 
6 four-pounders, 6 fwivels, 30 men, 
on a cruize— Schooner Hammond, in 
the King's fervice, as tender to tbe 
Ardent, 18 four-pouaders. All the 
above are faid to be owned by the 
Goodrich family,. Major Sutherland, 
and Admiral Gambier, and are. fitted 
o'ut.by them from Bermuda.— Sloop 
Mars, J, Rogers Commander, fitted 
out at New- York, 10 carriage guns, 
on a cruize — Galatea floop of war, 
copper bottom, 20 guns, commanded 
by ■ Jordan, who, we hear, be- 
haves towards his prisoners with great 
inhumanity and cruelty, his character 
being univerfally detefted by all — 
Camella floop of war, commanded by 
— Collins, who, to his honour, 
treats the unfortunate men, who fall 
into hia hands, in a manner quite the 
rcvexfe. 

State 
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St Ait (^Massachusetts-Bay, 
*n the Year of our Lord, one thou/and 

/even hundred andfcventy nine* 
An Atltb prevent the Exportation of 
Mafti and Spars, of certain Dimen- 
fionsyfor a UmittedTinu. 
Whereas it is of great importance 
to prevent the enemy, as far as may 
be, from obtaininga fupply of mails and 
fpars, which there is reafon to fuppofe 
they are at this time in great want of; 
Be it enacted by the Council and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives in General 
Council afTembled, and by the au- 
thority of the fame, That from and 
after the publication of this Act, no 
naval officer within this State (hail 
clear out any fhip, or other vefleis, 
that is, or may be laden, in whole or 
part, with malts ©r fpars of fifteen 
inches diameter or more, to be con- 
veyed to any port or place within 
this State, without a permiflion. there- 
for, under the Seal of the State by 
the General Court, or of the Coun- 
cil in the rccefs of the Court. And 
ifanyfhipor veflel, ihall, after the 
firft day of March next enfuing, fail 
from any part of this State, and 
defined to any port or place without 
the fame, being laden in whole, or 
in part as aforefaid, not having a per- 
miflion as aforefaid, it ihall and may 
be lawful for any armed ihip or vef- 
fel, commiftoned by the American 
Congrefs, or any of the United States 
of America, to take, feize, and bring 
into any port within the State, fuch 
fhip or other veflel laden and deftined 
as aforefaid. — And the feveral Ma- 
ritime Courts in this State are hereby 
authorifed to try the juitice of fuch 
capture in like manner and form, as 
the cafes of other mips and vefleis are 
triable in the fame Courts, and in 
cafe of condemnation, to order diflri- 
bution thereof, one moiety to the 
captors, and the other moiety to and 
for the ufe of this State. 

And it is further enacted, That if 
any mailer, or owner of any ihip or 
other vefil'I, after the publication 
of this Ail , (fuch mafler, or owner 



having knowledge thereof ) /hall pre* 
fume to carry, or attempt to carry, 
or in any manner caufe to be convey- 
ed from this State, any mails or 
fpars, herein prohibited, to any port , 
or place within this State, not having 
permiflion as aforefaid ; fuch mailer, 
or owner, ihall, each and every one 
of them, upon conviction thereof, be- 
fore any Court of General Seflions of 
the Peace, or inferior Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, who are hereby refpective- 
ly authorifed to try the fame, upon 
action, bill, plaint, or information, 
forfeit and pay a fum not exceeding 
tenfold the value of fuch lading, 
or fuch lefler fum, as the Court, be- 
fore which the trial is .had, ihall ad- 
judge and determine, according to 
the circumflances of the offence ; 
one moiety thereof to be paid to the 
Ireafurer of this State, to, and for 
the ufe of this State, and the other 
moiety to him or them, that ihall 
inform or fue for the fame, faving 
however, to every one the right of 
appeal, as in other cafes. 

This Act to continue, and be in 
fulr force, until the firft day of 
March, which will be in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand feven hun- 
dred and eighty, and no longer. 

From the Pennfylvania Packet* 
NearMiddlebrook Camp, Feb, z 2, i jjq* 
Sir, 

I am told the great philofopher and 
warrior of Pruflia, thinks it no diu 
honour to copy General Walhington 
in the mode of quartering his troops. 
Indeed, this way of wintering an army 
has every thing to recommend it, 
and more efpecially in America, 
where a great plenty of wood natu- 
rally poi-nts to fuch a practice. Little 
aid from the country is required; 
and the hands that would be neceflary 
for the fawing and tranfportirtg tim- * 
ber for barracks, are by this means 
given up to the culture of our lands, 
or other ufeful employments. 

His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief, arrived from Head-quarters 

G g 2 about 
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^about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
Mrs, Walhfngton was in a carriage, 
'accompanied by that ileady friend to 
the rights of mankind, Mr. Laurens, 
tie late Prefident of Congrefs. I had 
alfo the pleafure of feeing Mr. Duer, 
late a Member of that Honourable 
Bddy from the State of New- York. 

I was introduced to Mrs. Wafh- 
Ihgton, Mrs. Greene, Mrs, Knox, 
'and a circle of bril\iant$ y the haft 
'of which feemed more valuable than 
that ftone of immenfe price which the 
KJng of Portugal received from his 
Brazilian pofleflions. - 

* About four o'clock the occafion 
was' announced by a djfeharge of 
thirteen round of cannon. We then 
repaired to the academy to dinner. 
The company was compofed of the 
flioft refpeclable gentlemen and la* 
dies for a confide rable circuit round 
the camp, and as many of the Queers 
of the army as could pofljbly attend, 

I had, till now, only feen the 

outftde of the academy. It was raifed 

feveral feet above the other buildings, 

and capped with a fmall cupola, which 

liad a very good effect. The great 

room was fifty by thirty, arched in 

an agreeable manner, and neatly 

plaillered within. At the lower end 

of the room was a fmall enclofure, 

elevated " above the company, where 

the preceptor to the park gave his 

^ jnilitary leflbns. This was converted 

"into an orcheftra, where the mufic of 

" the harmony entertained the com- 

' pany. The ftile of the dinner was of 

* that happy kind, between the ex- 
tremes of parade and unmeaning pro- 

'fufion, and a too great fparingnefs 
^and fimplicityof dimes. Its luxury 
could not have difpleafed a repub- 
lican. The toafts were defcriptive of 

* the day, while the joy and compla- 
. eency of the conipany could hav$ 
; given umbrage to none, except our 

enemies the Britifh. • ' 

Iuft as night came on, we were 
:d upon to the exhibition of fire- 
works, Thefe were under 1 the di- 
rection of Colonel Stone of the ar* 



tillery. The eye was very agreeably 
(truck with the frontifpiece of a tem- 
ple, about one hundred feet in length. 
It was divided into thirteen arches, 
each arch etnbellifhed with an illu- 
minated painting, allegoric of the 
progrefc of your empire, or the wife 
policy of your alliance; the center 
arch was ornamented with a pedi- 
ment, and proportionally larger than 
the others ; the whole fupported by a 
colonade of the Corinthian order. 
The different works in pyrotechny 
were very agreeably difpofed, and 
difplayed to great advantage. 

When the fireworks were finifhed, 
the company returned to the aca- 
demy j the fame room that had ferved 
to dine in, ferved to dance in ; the 
tables were removed, and had left a 
range for about thirty couple, xo 
foot it to no indifferent meafure* As 
it was a feflival given by men who 
had hot enriched themfel*ves by the 
war, the lights were cheap, and of 
their own manufacture*; the feats the 
work of their own artizans ; and for 
knights of different orders^ there were 
hardy foldicrs, happy in the thought 
of having fome hand in bringing 
round what they were celebrating. 
*■' The ball was opened by his Ex- 
cellency the General. When this 
man unbends from his ftation, and 
its weighty functions, he is even 
then like a philofopher, who mixes 
with the amufements of the world, 
that he may teach it what is right, or 
turn its trifles into inftruclion. 

As ij is too late in the day for me 
to follow the windings of a fiddle, I 
contented myfelf with the conven- 
tion of fome one or other of the la- 
pses during the interval of dancing, 
I was particularly amufed with the 
lively fallies of a Mife • ? • • •, 
aflcing her if the roaring of the Bri- 
tifh lion in bis late fpeech, did not 
interrupt the fpirit of the dance? 
Not at all, faid fhe, it rather en- 
livens ; for I have heard that fuch 
animals always increafe their how- 
lings when moft frightened. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 2*9 ) 



For the Remembrancer, 
The following is a tranflation of 
a late State Paper, publifhed at Ma- 
drid, as a manifeflo of the motive? 
which have induced his Catholic Ma* 
jelly to withdraw his AmbafTador, 
and a& hoftily againft England : 

It would be too long to relate mi T 
nutely all the grievances which Spain 
flight complain of fince the con- 
clufion of the treaty of peace in 1763 ; 
for that reafon we fhall reftrain our- 
felves to the greater ones, and thofe., 
moll recent, left we mould be ac- 
cufed of reviving old injuries already 
forgotten. By the fixteenth article 
.of the preliminaries of that treaty, 
England acknowledged the Bay of 
Honduras as making part of the Spa- 
nifh dominions, and bound itfelf to 
caufe every fortification that had been 
erected by its fubjefts in that part of 
the world, to be demolifhed withm 
four months after the ratification of 
the treaty ; without preferying to the 
Court of London any other right 
than that of being permitted to cut 
log- wood, without any moleftation or 
hindrance ; and for which purpofe, 
its workmen were to be allowed only 
the houfes and barracks ©flentially 
necefTary to them, None of thefe 
ftipulations have been performed by 
the' Englifh: they have introduced 
themfelves more and more into the 
ancient fettlements, beyond the limits 
allotted them, and have excited a re- 
bellion -among the native Indians, 
providing them with arms, and giv- 
ing them every fuccour and afliflance 
under the protection of Great Britain. 
Not fatisfied with thefe violences, 
they have eftablifhed themfelves in 
many other ports, rivers, and coafts 
of the Spanifh territory in the faid 
pay of Hcnduras ; in which places 
they could not even alledge the fpe- 
cious pretence of cutting log-wood, 
but manifeftly with a defign of ufurp- 
ing foreign dominion, and of fmug- 
ghng various merchandizes without 
any difcretion.— The names of thefe 
places wjierein they went are,, EI 



Pinchoy RU TintQ, Rio Mat in a, and 
many others : they have- there trained 
up bodies of militia to arms, and have 
given the King of England's brevet* 
or commiflion, of Captain-general of 
all thefe fettlements or eftabiifhmentt 
to Jacob Lourry ; which' brevet, or 
paffport, together with many other 
patents or commiflions to fubaltera 
officers, was folemnly read to the 
whole colony on the 21ft of Septem- 
ber, 1776, before the troops and 
people. AH thefe proceedings of 
the EngHfh were difcovered by the 
Spaniards, at a time when the Britifh 
Miniftry had declared that thofe en- 
croachments and fettlements had been 
made without their approbation, or 
the fan&ion of their authority. 

The Englifh fettlers found out ar- 
tifices and various perfidious means 
to prevail on the chief or leader, to 
revolt againft Spain, ajid to flile hira- 
felf King of the Mofquito Indians, 
and perfuaded him to take the title 
of Captain in Chief of the other In- 
dians, whofe leaders have fent Com- 
mifljoners to the Vice-Roy of the 
Spanifh government, acknowledging 
themfelves as vaflals of his Catholic 
Majefly : befides which, the Englifh 
fupplied them with arms, and gave 
them all kind of afliftance to prevent 
their feeking the protection of Spain., 
who has an immediate right upon the 
dominion of thofe territories. More- 
over, though foreigners of all deno- 
minations, let their religion be what 
it will, be well received in all the 
Englifh fettlements of America, the 
Spaniards only have been refufed ad- 
mittance, they being either impri- 
foned or driven away. 

The better to prove the uniform 
. defign England had always har- 
boured of becoming mailers of thefe 
extenfive territories; to lay there 
the foundation of its fettlements ; 
and to augment every day the im- 
menfe prohibited commerce carried 
on by its fubje&s ia the interior 
parts of the Spanifh provinces, we 
need but relate what happened in 
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the year 1775. That a certain phy- 
fician, famous for his voyage round 
the world, known by the name of 
Doctor Irwin, left England, having 
with him all kinds of tools for agri- 
culture, feveral artifts, and many 
other fuccours found by the Britifh 
Miniftry, to the end and purpofe of 
making a Lifting fettlcment in the 
province of Nacha, wherein he landed 
ieveral families, and feveral more 
were foon to follow them. With 
nat intention, the faid Doctor had 
brought up and educated in his own 
houfe a ion of an Indian King, and 
two Indians of note in thefe countries. 
TheSpanifh Guar da Cefias were foon 
apprifed of the Doctor's embarka- 
tion, and the Britifh Mmiltry, in- 
ftead of giving redrefs to remon- 
4rance* for that breach of the treaty, 
threatened Spain with a war. 

Laft year, in the monjh of No- 
vember, fome Spaniards happened 
10 fettle themfelves on the river Saint 
Jobntt on the fame coaft ofMofquite, 
whereupon they built fome houfes ; 
and when they leaft expected it, 
they were attacked by a party of 
Englifh, and another party of In- 
dians ; in that conflict, the Captain 
cf the fhip was wounded, molt of 
his people were put to prifon, and 
many other violences were offered. 
AVhilethat was tranfacting, the nego- 
tiation of peace, then on the carpet, 
was carried on with the greateft anxi- 
ety by his Majefty, for the benefit 
cf England ; and he was draining 
every nerve to make it fucceed. No 
other proof is required to eftablifh 
the eflentiai difference extant between 
the proceedings of the Court of Lon- 
don, its Mini iters and fubjects, and 
the generous and magnanimous eon- 
dtTCt of his Catholic Majefty. 

Wherever they fet their feet for 
the purpofes of fettlement, the 
Englifh behave in the fame manner : 
for example, on the coaft of St. Bias, 
a province of the Darien, they en- 
gaged the Indians that inhabit the 
frontiers of the Spanilh fettlements, 



to raife a revolt ; and, after giving 
them all fuccours, enticed, and drew 
them on their fide, by decorating 
them with pom pods patents and bre- 
vets, or commiflions of command un- 
der the protection of Great Britain. 
A like commiffton was granted to. 
one Chief of the Indians, named 
Bernard, to whom the Governor of 
Jamaica fent a formal patent or com- 
million, and in which he was filled 
Captain-general of that coaft. That 
proceeding was alfo difcovered at the 
beginning of the prefent year, and 
complained of the 8th of March to 
the Englifh Miniftry, who, pretend- 
ing to be unacquainted with it, an- 
fwered it in their ufual manner. 

Many have been the attempts 
made by the Englifh, within thefe 
few years, to drive into rebellion 
againft Spain', tjiofe nations of In- 
dia, their allies, and friends, who in- 
habit the lands contiguous to J,oui- 
fiana \ one while they regularly pro- 
vided them with arms ; at other times 
they bribed them with prefents, and 
honoured them with patents and 
Englifh medals, &c. &c. and finally, 
inftigated them to join the Englifh 
troops to commit hoftilities againft 
the fubjects of his Catholic Ma- 
jefty. 

Applications have been regularry 
made to the Court of London, on 
different occafions, for the redreis of 
various offences of that nature ; and 
though its anfwers have been made in 
general terms, fuch as thefe : «« We 
" Jhall take notice of that, and fend 
" the neceffary orders*" Spain hasnot 
yet feen the alteration which me ex- 
pected in all reafon and juftice. 

On the contrary, the Court of Lon- 
don, under pretence of its war with 
the American States, and forgetting 
fo well the exact impartiality obferved 
by the Spanifh Colonies, as to the 
good reception the Englifh hare al- 
ways met* with therein, they have 
committed, both by land and fea, the 
moil grievous infults: having even 
threatened with deflructipn a fri^ai* 
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of war in the very capital town of 
New Orleans. 

• Soon after this, and in the months 
of June and July of the year 1778, 
the Englifh prompted the Charjuas* 
Miraquies and Micathas Indians, to 
raife a rebellion, paying to each In- 
dian the value of a flcin of venifon 
a day, and inducing them to fall 
upon, with the natural and brutal 
cruelty of thofe barbarous .nations, 
and deflroy the Spanifh fettlements; 
notwithstanding the treaty of peace 
then in force between Spain and 
England, and the pacific difpofition 
of the King, and his impartial and 
upright conduct in regard to the 
difturbances - of America, and the 
hoftilities committed again ft France. 
To the purpofe aforefaid, the Indians 
were to have repaired to, and aflembled 
in a place called the Natcbes, with a 
body of Englifh well armed ; but a 
happy circumftance prevented this 
barbarous project from taking place: 
two of thofe nations, convinced, 
without doubt, of the injuflice they 
were going to commit, every way re- 
pugnant to the rights of men, and to 
the good treatment they had always 
received from the Spaniards, they 
withdrew, and thus difcountenanced 
the reft. 

Some inhabitants of the Spanifh 
dominions were carried away, others 
were oifered all fort of violence, and 
compelled many to carry arms' and 
war againft the Americans: particu- 
larly in one, among many other in- 
ftances of our fubjecls, a young man, 
named Liwts, the fon of a Captain 
of one of our Spanifh Colonies. 

By the lafl news we have received 
the original letters of the Englifh 
Commander Hamilton, in which he 
threatened to enter the Spanifh terri- 
tories'as has been related in the Ga- 
zette of Madrid of the 20th of July, 
at the article of la Havanna : it ap- 
peared moreover, by thofe letters, 
that the Britifh Government had 
given orders to build many fortrefles, 
and in particular a iblid and perma- 



nent one at the mourth of the Miffiffipli 
near the lake of Iberville ; which 
proceeding alone would be fuflfcient 
to bring to light the defigns of the 
Court of London againft the Spanifh 
dominions, ftnee the faid fortrefs 
could by no means moleft the Ame- 
ricans, but would be highly prejudi- 
cial to the Spanifh nation. 

. To the above purpofe we mull not 
omit, that in the month of May in 
the year 1778, Dan Francifco Efca- 
rano, the Spanifh Charge dej Affaires, 
came to London to complain, that 
the Englifh had inftigated the Indians 
called Pafeagulas, whofe habitation* 
are contiguous to Louijiana, to make 
off the obedience they owe to the 
King; by giving them coin millions 
of Captains in the fervice of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, and decorating them 
with orders and medals. We mould 
never have done, if we would relate, 
with their circumftances, thefe, and 
many more infringements of the trea- 
ties, violences, and ufurpations exe- 
cuted thefe late years by the Englifh 
Government againft the Spaniih do- 
minions. 

2. Spain gave, in regard to prizes, 
orders iimilar to thofe of France ; and 
it caufed them to be put in execution 
with fo much rigour and exattnefs, 
that feveral American privateers, and 
among others the famous Cunningham, 
exafperated againft Spain, retaliated, 
by ufing the Spaniards very ill, and 
making upon them reprizals, which 
have not as yet been delivered back, 
though often afked for. 

3, Neitheroughtmotivesofjealoufy 
or the thirit of dtfeord to have pre- 
vailed upon the Englifh fo much, as 
to make them lofcany fenfeof juftice, 
gratitude, or refpett in regard to 
bpain, confidering that this 1 ail could 
carry on but littie or no trade wkh 
the l*.ngliih Americans, having al- 
ready enough of that it carries on 
with iisown pofeflions of America ; 
and being amply provided with every 
neceffary by the fame. Ncvcrthelefi, 
the Court of London, with an inten- 
tion 
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tion of keeping at hand a fpecious 
pretence for a rupture, whenever its 
projects mould be in maturity, af- 
fefled a great uneafinefs on account 
of the mercantile correfpondence car- 
ried on between fome merchants of 
Bilboa and others of the Englifh Co- 
lonies, though that correfpondence 
had begun feveral years before their 
rupture with the mother country. 
The Englifh Miniftry difcovered the 
fame uneafinefs for a like mercantile 
correfpondence carried on by fome 
French merchants of Louifiane with 
the Americans ; and pretended to call 
the Spanifh Government to an account 
for that contravention to its own laws 
in that part of the world : at the fame 
period, wherein the fubjecls of Eng- 
land, called the Royalifh, were found 
in the fame contravention on the 
Spanifh coafts of MiJJtJfipt and Lout- 
June, making a traffic of fmuggled 
goods : many of them were taken 
up, and great complaints have been 
made for the fame* The Englifh 
Commanders of thofe parts pretended 
proudly, that the inhabitants profe* 
cuted by them fhould not be allowed 
to take refuge at Lauijtarte, if they 
ihonld fly there for it, while the Roy- 
alilts were welcome there,, and being 
under no apprehenfions either for 
their lives or properties ; for which 
generous dealing feveral of them re- 
turned thanks to the Spaniih Govern- 
ment by word of mouth, and in writ- 
ing. The Spanifh Government did 
not confine itfelf to thofe tokens of 
humanity. Having heard of a great 
fcarcity of flour prevailing at Penza- 
tela, it fpontaneoufly fent a good 

quantity of it into that place ; 

threats, violences, and the hollile pro- 
ceedings laid down in the foregoing 
articles are the only thanks the Mi- 
niftry and the Englifh nation gave 
for the fame, 

4. For fear we mould bedetainedin 
the enumeration of the events ante- 
rior to thefe late times, we fhall only 
fay, that the infults offered by the 
Englifh navy to the Spanifh naviga* 



tion and trade, from the year 1776 till • 
the beginning of the prefent year 
1779, were already 86 in number, in- 
cluding prizes taken by unjuft prac- 
tices, piracy, and robberies of various 
effects out of the vefTels ; attacks- 
made with gun -firing, and other in- 
credible violences. Since the faid 
month of March, and notwithstand- 
ing the memorial prefented by the 
Ambaflador, Marquis de Altnodovar, 
on the 1 4th of the fame, in which he 
complained of the principal grievan- . 
ces, and revived the Memorials that 
had preceded* three Spanifh (hips 
were taken by the Englifh, on the 
12th, 19th, and 26th of April, viz* 
the Noftrafra dela Conception, the la 
Virgen de Gracia, and the las Almas s 
which proceeding, together with the 
other infults, of which a detail was, 
fent to the fame Ambaflador, in or- 
der to be laid before the Englifh Mi- 
niftry, were fufheient motives for the 
AmbaiTador to aiTert, in his final de- 
claration prefented to the Miniftry on' 
the 16th of June, that the grievance* 
of the late years did not . fall much 
fhortofa hundred. 

5. In the two laft years, and till the 
beginning of March of the prefent 
year, the Engiilh navy has infulted 
at 12 different times, in the European 
and American feas, the fhips of his 
Catholic Majefty, among which were, 
packets, and other fmail yeflels, that 
had riot a competent force to refill. 
It makes one biufh to defcribe with 
what indecency and ignominy the 
King's flag was treated by the Englifh 
officers in thofe and other fimilar 
cafes. We fhall only relate the tran- 
faction of the 31ft of October of the 
laft year, when an officer having been 
difpatched by two Englifh frigates, to 
reconnoitre the Spanifh Hoop, named 
Nojtra Signora de la Efclavitmd, btr 
tween the Ifles of la Mana and la 
Saona, he obliged it toftrikeJus Ma-- 
jetty's flag, and then, taking it, he 
wiped the fwea* off his face with its 
coat of arms, to fhew a greater con- 
tempt for it* This ,fingular officer, 
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with his companions, plundered the 
fhip, and ftript the Teamen of fundry 
things eflentially neceflary to their ufe. 

6. The Englith nation entered the 
Spanifh territories eleven times within 
a very few years pail. Among thofe 
attempts, one deferves a particular 
notice ; viz. what was performed on 
the 31ft of April, 1777, by the long- 
boats of three Englifh frigates, then 
laying in the bay of Gibraltar, which 
firing at the King's cutter, and at the 
guard-h«*ufe, that was on the bridge 
Mayorga, and carried away the crew 
and the goods of a bark which had 
been taken by the faid cutter on fuf- 
picion of fmuggling tobacco and 
money. After they had pofTefTed 
themfelvesof the whole, they retired, 
difplaying affected civilities, and 
taking off their hats out of derifion. 

7. The complaints of the Court of 
Spain have been as many as the in- 
fults offered ; memorials having been 
repeatedly prefented from time to 
time in London and in Madrid ; fo 
that they might be faid to have been 
innumerable. Neverthelefs, the King 
of England toid his Parliament pre- 
cifely, that many of them never came 
jo hb knowledge, adding moreover, 
that he was , fully convinced, he had 
never given occafion for the unjuft pro- 
ceedings of Spain. We now fay it. 
over again, complaints have been fo 
repeatedly made, that on the 5 th of 
February, 1778, DonFrancifcoEfoa- 
rano having expofed and {hewn fome 
of them in writing to Lord Weymouth* 
did e*prefc plainly how tired he was 

, of preferring fo many, by faying, 
** That it appeared as if all the Cap- 
" tains of (hips of his Britifh Ma- 
" jefty had agreed about the mode of 
*' bad behaviour to thofe of the King 
** and of the Spanifh nation; fince 
" it was known by a conftant expe- 
" rience, that the Englifh {hips al- 
f* ways began by firing their guns at 
41 ours wi A bullets ; then their offi- 
•« cers came on board to regiftcr 
** them ; put the feamen in irons, or 
«' confined them under the hatches of 
Vox. VIIL 



" the fhip: did not in the leaft 
*' fcruple to carry away what goods 
** they had a fancy to, and when they 
** parted from us, bid us farewell by 
" another cannonading with fmall 
" fhot: that the Spanifh {hips, and 
" efpedally the packet-boats, which 
" are provided with guns, might have 
" repelled thofe infults by force, but 
" that they never did it, on account 
" of the remarkable flrift orders they 
" had from the Spanifh Govern- 
" ment, which was anxious to live 
*' in the beft harmony with the Eng*. 
" lifh nation ; and that finally, b^ 
" comparing the exceffive modera- 
" tion of Spain with the frequent 
" affronts offered by the Englifh na-# 
" yy, his Lordfhip will be ab'e to 
•' judge, whether they ought not to 
" have been paid attention to ; and 
" whether they did n#t call aloud fitf 
" redrefs." 

Thofe were the expreffions made' 
ufe of by Spain, in February 1778. 
Let us now fee what that Court faid 
on the 1 fl.th of March of the prefenc 
year, by the channel of the Marquis 
d'Almadovar, in a memorial written 
for that purpofe to the Pi/count Wej- 
Mmtb. 

The Spanifh Ambaflador, after re- 
ferring to two cafes that-had been an- 
fwered by the Englifli Minifter, he 
proceeds in this manner; " The 
" King could riot help to remark, 
*' that, from all the complaints made 
" to the Englifh Miniftry by his or- 
" ders, for thefe two years, thefe two 
'' cafes only met with a clear inftruc- 
" tive aniwer. His Majefty took 
** into confideration the motives of 
,r the anfwer of the 13th of January, 
" and excufes the delay alledged, as 
** to the tranfaftion that happened 
4 * in America ;" but he does not fee, 
why any change in the detonation of 
the fhips, the death of the Comman- 
ders, or the recall of the Admirals, 
to whom the orders were directed, 
fhould have prevented the verifica- 
tion longed after ; fuch were, how- 
ever, the motives or pretences al- 

#* ledged. 
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Jtafeed. V the^ Captains were dead, 
HX it tfce (hips had changed their Na- 
tion, had even thoTe changes and al- 
terations .been univcrfal, and had 
th^y happened precifely at the time 
.when the verification ihould have 
token place, the command of the 
j>laces near whom the tranfa&ions 
happened, were, nevertheleft, in the 
-lame hands, and there it was they 
'Jhould have been enquired into. 
.Suppofe the officers had been chang- 
cfid, the exercife of their function wa9 
.not interrupted, and the tribunals of 
•the diftrifts, who ought to have 
Jcnown of matters of that fort, were 
•ftill fubilfting. Since that time, fome- 
4>f the Captains, who commanded 
.the mips that either took or treated 
iill the Spanifh veflels, came over to 
Jt^gland, and they might have been 
InMffOgated upon many articles. 

The Marquis of Almadovar con- 
tinued to make tfbfervations upon 
.particular cafes, and concluded his 
memorial in this manner: "In a 
•' word, had even every, circum- 
<c fiance concurred to hinder or de- 
** lay the inftru&ion which the Bri- 
J s tifli Miniftry defired, previous to 
*• its giving redrefs to my Court, 
.*' the King, my Mailer, t'hou£ht at 
" leaft, that orders fent by his Bri- 
.'« tifh Majefty to his officers mould 
•' have ftopt the courfe of thofe vexa- 
*' dons; io far from it, advice is 
*< continually received at Madrid of 
" recent injuries, there having been 
" fent to «n* from thence the rela- 
" tion of fome of them, with in- 
*' junition to communicate them to 
** your Lordfhip. In compliance, 
** therefore, with thofe orders, I 
** have the honour to include the 
** relation thereunto annexed, con- 
" taining .the moil notorious fails, 
" omitting others, for fear of mul- 
. *' tiplying complaints, though they 
" are equally well founded on truth. 
* € Your Lordfhip will know from 
v this the importance of thofe com- 
*' plaints, and the neceffity of ac- 
.*' cellaring, as much as poflible, 



" the satisfaction which the Itin? 
" my Matter flatters himfelf he fhall 
" obtain from the juftice and equity 
" of his Britifh Majefty." 

This memorial, given in the month 
of March, produced nothing but fine 
promifes on the part of the English 
Miniftry, without preventing the 
making prizes and committing other 
infults in the months of April and 
May following, which was hinted at 
before in tbe fourth note. We may 
reafonably queflion , whether the 
Englim Mini flry ever took the trou- 
ble to read the notes or enumeration 
of the grievances j and if not, the 
reafon is obvious, why his Britannic 
Majefty had never been informed of 
them, as he was pleafed to announce 
to his Parliament. 

.Spain was more fortunate with the 
Englim government, because at leaft 
this laft never denied fads, bat al- 
ways made good offers, though £uch 
as never were productive o{ a com- 
pleat redrefs, or even prevented the 
ufual vexations. All the European 
Powers know very well the practices 
of the Englifh navy in its depreda- 
tions ; what country has not expe- 
rienced them either in the prefent, 
or the Late war againft France and 
England: but they did not know, 
nor could they have imagined, that 
the Captain of the Englim frigate 
or floop of war, tbe Ztpbir, com- 
manded by Ttximts Haflh* after 
taking by unjuft means the Spanifh 
fhip, La Trinidad^ going from Bil- 
boa to Cadiz, towards the end of 
1777, loaded with leather, nails, 
iron, and other goods, ihould carry 
her into Tangierj $ and there try to 
exchange her for an American bri- 
gantine (which had been taken by & 
corfair of Morocco) leaving the Cap- 
tain, pilot, and all the manners lor 
flaves. Happily, however, the Moors 
did not accept of that propofal, and 
the fhip was conducted to the Bay of 
Gibraltar ; and there being no kind 
of pretence to declare her a lawful 
prize, they abandonned her, after 
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having plundered a great deal of her 
cargo; the (hip, however, fufrered* 
fo much in the aclibn when taken, 
that having met with a gale of wind 1 
near Gibraltar, flie could not hold it 
out, but was fhipwrecked on the 
coafts. No faith would be given t6 ; 
a fact of that nature, if the truth of 
it was not fo well eftablifhed; and' 
nobody could ever imagine, that a 
nation fo learned and improved as 
the Englifh are, mould bring up and 
employ fea-ofliccrs pofTefling fuch 1 
principles, 

9. The injuftice of the feitences pro- 
nounced by the Snglith Judges of the 
Admiralty; and their extravagant 
conduct, may be a/eertained by the 
two following cafes : the Englifh' 
cutter, the Lively, commanded by 
Jofeph Smith, took the Spanifh fhip, 
the St. Nicholas, and St. Ctlmo, (the 
property of Don Manuel dd Cer<vo 
RubUy an inhabitant of the neigh- 
bourhood of La Carvgna) bound 
from that port to the Spanifh ifles. 
TheEngliih Captain carried her into 
the ifland of Aagurla, where it was 
declared fhe was not a legal prize ; 
and having been re?e;fed, the Eng- 
lifh Governor gave her a paflporr 
to continue her voyage unmok*fted. 
That precaution, however, did not 
avail to her ; for, at her going out 
of port, another Englifh floop of war 
took her, and carried her into St. 
Chriftopher's, to the portofBaJftttrrt, 
in which place fhe was fentenced to 
be a legal prize. The Spanifh packet- 
boat, ^ the St. Pedro, commander, 
Captain Francifio Xavier Garcia, 
had the fame lot fiuce, having been 
taken on the 8th of May, 1778, by 
the Englifh Captain James Dunno- 
^tan, and carried into the fame ifie 
of" AnguUa, fhe was there declared an 
illegal prize, but at her departure, 
another Engliih cruizer, Captain 
Jofrpb Armet, which happened t » be 
in the fame port, retook her, and 
carried her into St, Ckrtftopher, where 
fhe was fentenced a Ugal prize, as 
the former had been* 



10. No other powgr has experienced, 
life Spain, the aggreflions and ufur- 
pations of the Englifh government 
made in the time of the moft pro- 
found peace, and without any pre* 
vious declaration of war. There isi 
hardly one of- thofe: Englifh terri- 
tories, which formerly belonged to 
Spain, that has not been taken by 
furprize, in time of peace ; and all' 
the feas may be witnefles, that when- 
the Spanifh fhips were beaten off 
taken, there was ho reafon to be-< 
Ifeve they {hould be attacked : it hai 
been a practice with no other Cabi- 
net, but the Engliih* to conclude a 4 
treaty with Spain, and immediately* 
after to commit the greatelt hoftilirietf 
againfl that fame treaty. After fuch* 
a conducl, we leave it to the confi- 
deration of the impartial world tcV 
decrde, if the King was wrong to-' 
augment his naval forces, and to frus- 
trate, by anticipation, the defigns of 
his enemies and,ofTenders. 

11. No motives whatfoever mould- 
have hindered England to give redrefs 
to Spain, to have prevented new in- 
fults, and return it the gsatirude it de- 
fends; fince, in fpite of the projects and/ 
public threats of feveral Members of* 
the Englifh Parliament, in the fef- 
fion of the months of December, 
1777, and January and February, . 
1 77^» (who propofed to fettle the^ 
difputes with the Americans, in or- 
der to make war againft the HoufeoT 
Bourbon) the Catholic King never 
would make any treaty with the 
Colonies, for fear of giving to the 
Court of London the leaft pretence 
for complaints. We do not by this*- 
mean to fay, that the French Mini- 
ftry had not the ttrongeit reafons to 
fear new enemies, and confequently 
to prevent the hoflile defigns of the 
Britifh Cabinet. 

12. The French Court behaved with 
fo much candour and fincerityin the 
treaty made with the Americans, (of * 
which, however, the Catholic King 
knew nothing then) that the fame 
Court declared, by its Ambailador 
H h 2 in 
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in London, that Spain had no hand 
afall in it. Notwithstanding this, 
by orders difpatched to Don Franeifco 
Efcarano, the Spanifh Charge des 
Affaires in London, on the 24th of 
March, he had inftructions, among 
other things, to declare to the Eng- 
lish Miniftry, that though his Catho- 
lic Majefty had taken no fhare in 
what had happened between France 
and America, and was ftill refolved 
to preferve the peace, this was to be 
underftood, *« As long as his Ma- 
*' jefty could make it confident with 
** the dignity of his Crown, with 
*' the prefervarion of his rights, and 
" the protection he owes to his fub- 
tf jects ; and that, therefore, the 
" conduct of Spain fhould be guided 
*« by that of England/' This was 
the declaration made by Efcarano to 
the Vifcount Weymouth, in a prU 
vate audience he had on the 4th of 
April following, and he acquainted 
his Court with it, on the 8th of the 
fame month. 

1 j. It has been the manifeft leading 
project of England, to bring about a 
re-union of the Colonies with the 
Crown, in order to arm them again ft 
the Houfe of Bourbon, or to lead 
that fame Houfe into an error, by 
means of treacherous negociations 
and treaties, in order to take revenge 
on the* Colonies, after having made 
them enemies to France. The begin- 
ning, progrefs, and conclufion of 
the negociations, rerated in this ma- 
nifefto, eftablifh evidently the cer- 
tainty of that project, and the facts 
contained in the fubfequent notes, 
will prove it beyond a doubt. 

14 .The King of Spain could not 
obferve a greater circumfpection than 
he did, to avoid* engaging himfelf in 
an unfruitful negotiation, or getting 
entangled in its confequences ; he 
ufed the fame expreflions with the 
Court of London that he had done 
With France, fending orders, on the 
igthof April, to the Charge des Af- 
faires, Don Frandfco E/carano, di- 
recting him to require from the Bri- 



tiih Miniftry, " a mamfeft declara- 
♦' tion from them, 'expreffing their 
** real longing after a negotiation 
*' with France*, by the mediation of 
" his Majefty, and fetting forth the 
*' chief articles whereupon to ground 

Thofe. and other like- precautions 
became neceftary with a Miniftry that 
always affects to fpeak myfterioufly; 
ambiguoufly, and with artful restric- 
tion, and who delivered their thoughts 
to the Spaniih A 10 ballad ors and pub- 
lic Minifters in a mode very different 
from that made ufe of in the public 
difpatches of bufinefs directed by that 
fame Miniftry to th^e Englifti Ambaf- 
fador in 'Madrid/ The Spanifh Ca- 
binet, which does not adopt that po- 
litical method of delivery,, had the 
opsn-heartednefs to warn the faid 
Miniftry, to fet it afide during the 
courfe of the negotiation, without in- 
fifting on the candour and finceriry 
the fame requires. 

1 5 . Orders were fent to Efcarano, on 

the 23d and 25th of May, and on the ' 
ift of Junelaft year, directing him to 
keep a profound fiience upon the ne- 
gotiation that had been agitated ; j 
and to declare again to the Court of 
London, that his Catholic Majefty 
wis always in the fame pacific difpo- 
fition, and wculd continue f , as long 
as the conduct of the Engliih nation 
fhould not compel him -to alter his 
fentimenrs. England cannot com- 
plain, that Spain has not repeatedly 
declared this fame refolu tion of the 
King. 

1 6. It is evident from the contents of 
the above notes, that hoftilities like 
the preceding, and even greater ones, 
were committed by England againft 
the Spanifh territories, ar.d the Spa- 
nish flag, under the maik of friend- 
fhip, and in the midft of the moft cor- 
dial proteftadons, and aflurances of 
peace. 

17. It would not appear ftrange, if 
clandeftine orders, fimiUr to thofe given 
to take pofleffion of the French fet- 
tlements in the Bait Indies, had been 
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fcnt, in the beginning of this year, 
for to fall upon the Philippine 
Iflands, and if the emiflaries, fent 
foon. after through Alexandria and 
Suet: y had been intruded with the 
conduct of that enterprise : at leaft, 
thofe are the opinions of the moft ju- 
dicious men, and alfo of thofe who 
are the beft acquainted with the tranf- 
a&ions of the Court of London. 
Time wiil bring thofe myfteries and 
enigmas to light ; and the world will 
be better able to comprehend, how 
thegenerofity of the Ring of Spain 
has been correfpondent with that of 
the Englifti Cabinet; at a time, 
when his Catholic Majefty fpared no 
pains to obtain an honourable ^peace, 
and free that nation from great cala-* 
mi ties and misfortunes. 

1 8 The Catholic King continued his 
mediation to his Mod Chriftian Ma- 
jefty, with an intent of making a 
peace, not only, becaufe his religious 
and pious heart, and the love he pro- 
fefles to his fobjects, and to the hu- 
man race in general, infpired him 
with thofe feimments; but moreover, 
becaufe the Court of London conti- 
nued to infiriuate its deiire of coming 
to an accommodation with France. 
And indeed hardly was the Count of 
Almadovar arrived in London- 'but 
he acquainted his own Court ? on the 
14th of September, 177S, that in a 
long conference he lately had with 
the Vifcount Wtymoujh, that Minifter 
had concluded his difcourfe with 
thofe terms ; viz. *' That the King, 
** his Matter, knew the amiable dif- 
*' pofitions of his Catholic Majefty ; 
** that he was indebted $6 him for 
** his demonstrations of friehdlhip j 

V "and moft fincerejy deiired to termi- 
" nate theprefent war by his media- 
" tions, by a method confident with 
<* the honour of the Crown of Great 
" Britain, and by which, 'at the 
?' fame time, an equal regard mould 

V be paid to France." In confide- 
ration of the ufual tendernefs and 
honour due to the Crown, Lord#^- 
ftmtb recommended to the Marquis 



d* Almadovarj not to ufe in his &(-" 
patches (as he, Weymovth, would 
have the fame care in. his own) thefc 
words " to aflc the mediation," but 
** torequeft and to wifli that his Ca- 
" tholic Majefty mould interpole his 
" mediation." The Lord Grantham 
fpoke fubftantially the fame language 
irv Madrid ; and his Cathojic Majefty, 
having taken it into his confidcration, 
ordered a note or memorial to be de- 
livered Jto that Amhaffador, on the 
28th of the faid month of Septem- 
ber, and a copy of the fame was dif- 
patched to the Marquis of Almado t var t 
with direction to communicate it to 
the Englifh Government. We 
thought it indifpenfibly neceflary so 
write out the anfwer contained in the 
fame memorial ; becaufe it will 
throw light upon,, and {^i\t for the 
right underftanding of the faid nego- 
tiation ; and which was as follows ; 

*• The King confidering what has 
" been written by his Ambaflador, 
" the Marquis of Almadovar, and 
" out of love for mankind; and, 
** moreover, to continue upon good 
" and amicable terms with both the 
" Kings of France and Great Bri- 
" tain; and alfo left he might be 
*' reproached with refufing to pro- 
J* mote, as far as lays in his power, 
" the tranquility of Europe, he has 
** refolved to notify to each Court, 
" that if they fincerely wiih to enter 
" into a plan of reconciliation, by 
" the mediation of his Majefty, 
*' without prejudice to the honour of 
" either Crown, but with an antici- 
** pated anxiety for the dignity of 
" both; the moft regular and decent 
'? mode of proceeding is, that each 
V Court, fhould deliver into the 
*.' King's hand, without delay, and 
." at the fame time, the conditions 
*' and the articles they intend to ob- 
" tain or to grant by the treaty, thit 
" his Majefty may communicate to 
" the one Court the proportions of 
" the other, to the end that they 
" may be modified, difcuffed, or re- 
fj fufed. Thar, after a due examina- 
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«• tioh of the whole, his- Ma/efty mall 
** propofe his own plan of pacification 
44 to. terminate the difference. That 
'* the negotiation muft ftiputate the 
** methodofconcertingwiththe Ame- 
** ricans; withoutwhich the wifhed- 
** for peace cannot be attained : and- 
*' finally, that at one and the fame 
" time, the conditions relative to the 
*' private interelt of England and 
•■ Spain fhall likewife be difcuficd 
•* and fettled ; that the King would 
**'be lorry if tois method was not 
" adopted, or if the negotiation was 
•* not conducted with fmcerity ; fince, 
** in fpite of the wilhes and pacific 
*' difpofitionsof his Majefty, he fore- 
** fces'that the circumitances of the 
** prefent war muft oblige him to be- 
•* come a party, the neceffity of hav- 
"inghis flag refpecled, and of re- 
*' peJling the infults which are daily 
** offered to his fu ejects, having oc- 
44 cafioned expenfive armaments, and 
*' immenfe loffes," Tne conclufion* 
of the foregoing anfwer caufed 
much uneafinefs to the Court of 
London, which, ncvenhelefs, fent a- 
frigate that entered the port of Co- 
runnaon the 10th of November, with* 
difpatches for Lord Grantham, with 
the anfwer of the fame Court. That 
anfwer was delivered on the 14th of 
the faid month of November; and- 
the contents ofit were, that the Court 
of London accepted with pleafure the' 
mediation of his Catholic Majefty to- 
fettle the differences that exiited be* 
tween England and France, provided 1 
the latter would withdraw the fuc^ 
cours and aid it gave to the Colonies; 
"As to the articles relative to the reci- 
procal intereft of Great Britain and 
Spain, the reply was, that his Britifh 
Majefty was ready at all times, and 
wilhed earneflly to enter into that dif- 
cuffion; and to fettle them fo as to 
eftabiiin reciprocal advantages to- 
both empires. The Catheiic King; 
in compliance with the tender heiiad 
made to both Courts, communicated' 
to each of them on the 20th of No- 
vember the pretenfiens, propo&ions; 



and overtures made ,re4pecVve?y i 
perfuading both of them, with va- 
rious reafonings, to feek means and 
temperaments productive of a fincere 
and honourable reconciliation. At 
the fame time a leter was fent to the 
Marquis of Almado<var> letting forth, 
what follows; viz. ** Your Excel len- 
" cy is authoriied to fettle the mat- 
** ttrs relative to our own intereft, on: 
" which important bufiuefs the ut- 
'* molt efforts of your zeal muft be 
" employed: fin ce the King, who 
" wi flies fincerely to preferve the 
'* peace, will receive the greateft: 
" pleafure, if he ices thofe diffe- 
" rences fatisfaclorily fettled : to the 
M fame purpofe let your Excellency 
€t remind theEnglim Miniftry of the 
*' generofity of Spain, for its impar- 
** rial proceedings in circumftance* 
" fo critical as the prefent ones. 
" But let your Excellency reprefent* 
" how badly we have been anfwered, 
'* and how ill we are conftantly treat* 
" ed by the Englifh navy, as may be 
'* afcertained from the infults that 
*• our navigators receive almoft daily 
" in different parts of the ocean, and 
" in the very ports and places on the 
" coafts of this peninfula. That 
" Court will underftand that the 
" greateft proreftations of friendfliij> 
" have no force to perfuade, while 
" repeated irifdts are never reproved 
** or chaftirfed^ efpecially atter we ! 
" have been for years expofing to* 
" them our grievances in the moft 
*< cordial open manner, and with the 
" moll cautious expreifions. 

" Your Excellency is not ignorant 
*' of what has been regulated by the 3 
*' preliminaries of the treaty of Paris* 
" in the year 1763, in the t6th arti- 
*' cle, relative to the Englifti fettle* ' 
* 4 ments in the Bay of Honduras and* 
" other adjacent territories. It was 
** there ftipulated in pofitive terrm, 
" that, whatever fortification? had- 
*' been built, they mould bedemo- 
" lifhed; and that the Engfiih (houid 
" only be allowed to have iomc 
" houfcs and magazines, without be- 
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** ing molded in the cutting or in 
c * the carriage of the logwood out of 
•* the territories which have always 
«* been acknowledged to belong to 
t€ Spain. Not only that demolition 
fc was never performed, but the for- 
** tifi cat Ions have even been aug- 
** mented ; and there is now artillery 
" and garrifons in them : fo that 
*' thofe plantations have been con- 
•* verted both into a military go- 
** vernment with patents, and by tie 
€t authority of that Court ; and into 
" a permanent colony by the ufur- 
w pation of foreign territories, and a 
" formal contravention to the trea- 
** ties." 

** Other enterprizes of the fame 
" nature have been made in different 
" parts of thofe extenfive coafb; as 
*' his Excellency will find related in 
" the papers of his Secretaryfhip; and 
** his Excellency is likewife defired 
" to take notice of the artful machi- 
** nations made ufe of by the Englilh 
** to arm the Indians againlt the Spa- 
** niar^s. There being no poffibility 
«* of eltablifiring a folid and fincere 
** friendlhip, except redrefs be given 
" for fuch notorious grievances, and 
" except they be prevented to Hap- 
" pen in future, it becomes the 
u Court of London to compenfate 
*' thofe injuries according to the dic- 
" tates of equity, and then, others 
** will be laid before the faid Court 
*• with the fame freedom : thofe re- 
" dreffes, however, once granted; 
" England will find no inltances of 
" better difpofition than thofe har- 
" bbured in the heart of our auguft 
*' Sovereign. 

" I have at different periods ac- 
•' quaioted your Excellency (as I had 
► " often done your predeceflbr in the 
** embafl'. ) of the various infults >ve 
** received near Louifiana ; wherein 
** the Englilh, either intligated the 
" Indians, our allies, to raife a re- 
** bellion againft us, and to fight 
" as with the arms and ammunition 
** they had put into their hands, or 
** infulted' the Spanilh plantations 
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" and fettlements, and even threat- 
" ened to attack the capital towns, 
" with their men of war, under the 
" moll frivolous pretences, no way 
•' excufable. On this head, I ihall 
•■ only add, that extortions have been 
*' fo continual, that they cry lcud 
" for a prompt remedy. 

" Finally, your Excellency is well 
" informed of all the infults we have 
" fuffered, and which we never de- 
" ferved, either by our pall or pre- 
" fent conduct. Consequently your 
'* Excellency will- expofe our rights 
" with the greatelt cordiality and 
*' moderation, to the end that the 
" Englilh Miniftry may be con- 
iC vinced of the reditu Je and fin- 
** cerity of our conduct, and of the 
** neceffity of fettling at once our 
" differences, and of regulating our 
" Claims and intereft ; at the fame 
" time ilifling whatever may lead to 
" any future difcord, for the refpec- 
'** tive utility of both nations, upon 
*' which I r.fer to .the inllructiona 
" fent to your Excellency, A fuf- 
" ficient power has already been in- 
** veiled in your Excellency, and a 
" greater one will be given, if necef- 
" iary, the more effectually to con- 
" fohdate the friendlhip of the 
" two Courts ; which important 
" point, and that of a general peace, 
" are the two objects, which the 
tc magnanimous heart of our Sove- 
'* reign greatly longs after. I fup- 
" pole, however, that your Excel- 
44 lency will not forget, that we can 
" do nothing whatever againll the in- 
" tereit of France, whole friendihip 
•* mull always be one of our greatelt 
** concerns." 

in consequence of the facts and 
tranfaclions already enumeraced, the 
world will be convinced of the cir- 
cumfpeftion, fincerity, and attention, 
with which the Catholic King has 
endeavoured to concluds a peace 
folidly cemented, and to obtain from 
England redrefs for an infinite num- 
ber of infults. The Court of Lon- 
don, moreover, affects now to com- 
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pel hb Majefty to take up arms, (a 
part he has already taken) by renew- 
ing the infults, without any appear- 
ance of offering redrefs. 

19. The proportions of England, in 
anfwer to the difpatches of his Catho- 
lic MajeHy of the zoth of Novem- 
ber, 1778, were not received in 
Madrid before the 13th of January, 
1779, and were the refult of a con- 
-fcrence held the 28th of December 
laft, between the Marquis of Alma- 
dovar and the Vifcount Wtymouth. 

What has been the conduct of 
that Minifter in this occurrence, 
may be collected from the following 
expreffions contained in the dif- 
patches, defigned as an anfwer, and. 
directed to the Marquis of Almado- 
<var t on the 20th of the fame month 
of January: *' I have r.^ad, tj the 
" King (thofe are the very words) 
*' the whole difpatches of your Ex- 
«' ceiiency, as well as the paper de- 
•« livered to him by Lord Weymouth ; 
** I have at the fame time informed 
" his Majefty of the remarks and 
*« obfervattons that Lord Grantham 
** has communicated to me, re'ative 
" to the fame objea. This Ambaf- 
«« fador has put in my hands ano- 
*« ther paper fimilar to that which 
« your Minifter of State has for- 
«' warded by your Excellency; never- 
" theleft, I muft {ay that, neither 
«« in the explications of Lord Gran- 
*« tham, nor in the difpatches that 
«* he received from his Court, are 
«« found the- fubllantial and fpecific 
<« expreffions, which been made 
«« ufe of with y ur Excellency, 
" in order induce the King to pro- 
." pofe a method of an accommodation. 
<< Notwithstanding that, I Ihall 
«< tell to your Excellency with free- 
" dom and exadncfs, the reflections 
*' made by the King, the refoiu- 
** tion he has taken, and the con- 
«« duel your Excellency Jhouid keep 
«* to caufe it to be underflood, and 
«« get an anfwer, and tne present 
«• difpatches will ferve to year Ex- 
« 4 ceiiency as i:jftruc~lions. 



" His Majefty has already re* 
'* marked, that the Court of Lon- 
" don expreffes itfelf differently by 
44 word of mouth to what it does 
" in writing; that is to fay, by 
" word of mouth, it appears, as if 
(t that Court wiihed for nothing 
<( more eagerly, than to hear the 
" convenient and honourable tern- 
iC perament his Majefty has found, 
" in order to accede to it ; and in 
** writing, it appears, that the Bri- 
* f tifti Miniftry perfift in their former 
** ideas, exprefiing only their defire 
" of a peace by general protefta- 
4C tions." 

Subfequently to the foregoing re- 
flections, others were fet down in the 
faid difpatches to toe Marquis* of 
Almadovar, explaining fome thoughts 
that occurred to his Majefty, with a 
deiire of falling into a prudent and 
honourable method that might facili- 
tate the pacification. The fubftance 
of thole ideas was confined to know, 
whether it might be expected that 
the Engliih Cabinet would confent 
to a long continued truce between 
the belligerent powers and the Colo* 
niea, that might be prudently com- 
bined, to preferve the dignity of 
each of them, and confolidated with 
various precautions, to remove any 
fufpicion of a new rupture; for 
which purpofe it mould be referred 
to a fubfequent negotiation, or to a 
Congrefs, to be held in an impartial 
'place, under the mediation of the 
King, ior the ilipulating or con- 
cluding fhe treaties that might take 
place between thofe powers. 

20. From the zoth January of this 
year, when an extraordinary difpatch 
was forwarded to London, with the 
ideas or thoughts of the King, as re- 
cited in the above number, the Eng- 
lifh Cabinet deferred giving any an- 
fwer until the 16th March. At the 
end of fo long a delay, that Court 
came to an explication in a difpaich 
fent to Lord Grantham, which was 
received in Madrid the 28th of the 
fame month, it amounted merely to 
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advert at large o$ tne refle&ioua con- 
tained in that of the Court of Madrid 
of the 20th January; but it deferves 
much notice what fort of fatisfadtton 
Lord Vifcoiint Weymoutbgave, rela- 
tive to the difference obferved between 
his manner of explaining himfelf by 
word of mouth and by writing. My 
language (thefe axe the words of his 
aniwer) with the Marquis d y Almado- 
war, flowing from my ardent defer $ for 
ft ace y went too far ■, and were wanting 
intxa£wfs,if they imported a difpofetion 
to exchange the Royal Honour, andma- 
nifefi rights for a decent exterior, and 
ptaufible temperature* If, with fuch a 
nnefte, Minifters recede from their 
words, and fatisfy thofe with whom 
they treat, what faith or fecurity can 
be -pot in the explanations of a Court 
made felemnly to the AmbafTador of 
a powerful King } 

Be it as it may : after all the ob- 
servations contained in the foremen- 
tioned Englifh difpatch of the 16th 
March, it concluded with an appear- 
ance, which flatte/ed the King with an 
hope, that at lead a pacification 
would be efFe&ed. Let France prop of e 
(faid the Englifh Cabinet) her com- 
plaints, pretenfions, or points of any 
kind whatever, and an adequate an- 
swer will he given ; or let there he a 
truce for a certain time between Great 
Britain and France y during which pe~ 
riod the pretentions of the one and the 
other may be adjufled jhrough the good 
offices of his Catholic Majefty* 

Let the Colonies (added the Englifh 
Cabinet) propofe their complaints, 
and the conditions for their fecurity 
and caution, by which may be re- 
established the continuance and autho- 
rity of a lawful government : we (hall 
then fee if we can come to a direcl 
and immediate agreement ; or if they 
alfo prefer the method above-men- 
tioned, let there be likewife a truce 
made with North America, that is, a 
real truce, and effective fufpenfton of 
noftiliries; during which, the liberty 
and effects of all forts and clafles of 
-perfons may be re-cfLblifh:d and Ye - 
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cared, and all violence fufpended, on 
one fide and, the other, againft the 
refpe&ive individuals, and the effete* 
or effects they poffefs. In thefe truces, 
the French may treat of their own 
peculiar matters, without giving the 
' umbrage, which would be inevitable, 
if they mixed in the negotiation their 
own particular advantages with the 
fuppofed intcrefts of thofe whom 
France affects to call her allies : and 
his Britannic Majefty may eftablifn 
the government of his own domi- 
nions, without the difagreeable cir- 
cumftance of receiving the conditions 
relative thereto from the hands of a 
declared enemy. 

1 1 . It appears by the opening made by 
the Court of London, in the difpatch 
mentioned in the preceding note, for 
the purpofe of eftablifhing a truce 
between France and the Colonies, 
that it contained no difficulty, except 
the referving for a feparate treaty the 
pretentions of the faid Power, and 
thofe of the American Provinces 
aforefaid, fo that France mould not 
interfere in the arrangement of their 
interefts; — at leaft, this is what any 
perfon of fincerity and good faith 
would then or even now believe, who 
read, or now reads the explanations of 
the Englifh Cabinet in that difpatch. 
Under this fuppofition, we (hall com- 
municate, for the eye of the impar- 
tial public, the ultimatum of the 
proportions made by the Catholic 
king to the two Courts of Paris and 
, London, he having taken on himfelf 
the adjuftment of the difputes fubfift- 
ing with the American Provinces, and 
xonfidering there was not dme to 
communicate to them, or even to 
France, this his refolution, and 
whereof advice was given to the faid 
Courts on the 3d of April in the prt- 
fent year : that is to fay, feven days 
after the having received the anfwer 
of the Englifh Cabinet, 

" If thefe openings or proportions 
cr (thus literally are the expreffions 
'* of the ultimatum) had come im- 
" mediately after the King had made 

I i " bis, 
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'' his, for the forming a plan of re- 
" conciliation, many difficulticsmight 
4t already have been removed or ad- 
** jutted by the modifications which 
" it might have been practicable to 
" have negociated, if reciprocal 
•« g«od faith bad exifted, and a 
" confidence to conclude a peace. 
" Bat having loft more than two 
44 months xime, (without mentioning 
* r what was negle&ed before, and 
** obferving in this interval, there 
" was no need of cefiation in 
" the forming great expeditions or 
41 preparations) fufpicions inevita- 
" b!y arofe, that the drift was to 
** amufe and confume the remaining 
4i months of the campaign, and to 
* € continue the war with vigour. 
** If this be the cafe, every attempt 
** of the King will be ufeiefs to* 
** wards eftabiiihing concord between 
** the .belligerent powers. Never- 
*' verthelefs, Ins Majefty, to give 
*' the laft proof of his love of hu- 
4< manity, and that he has not left 
" undone any thing to impede and 
•* put a flop to the calamities of 
** war, has caromanded that the 
* ' following p*an be propofcd to the 
** two Courts, which on his part is 
" the ultimatum of his- negotiation. 
" That with a view that this 
*• fufpenfion of hoftilities may re- 
** ellablifh* reciprocal fecurity and 
M good faith between the two 
*' Crowns, there fnall be a general 
"difarming, within one mc nth, in 
" all the European feas, within 
** four, in thofe of America, and 
*' within eight, or one year, in thofe 
** remote parts of Africa and Afia. 
" 1 hat in the fpace of one month, 
" a place fhall be fixed upon, in 
** which the Pknipotentiares of the 
** two Courts ihall meet to treat on 
** a definitive adjuftment of peace, 
•' regulate the refpeclive reltjtutirns 
4t Qrcompenfations neceflary,in con- 
" fequence of the reprifals that have 
** been made, without any dedara- 
*' tion of war, and to fettle fuch 
V matters of complaint or preien* 



fion, as the one Crown may 
have againft the other: to tbe 
accompli foment of which end, 
the King will contimie hu media- 
tion, and does now, for the hold- 
ing of this Congrefs, make an 
offer of the city of Madrid. That 
a like fufpenfion of hoftilities 
ihall be feparately granted by, 
the King of Great Britain to the, 
American Colonies, through the- 
interceffion and mediation of his. 
Catholic Majefty, to whom the. 
(aid Potentate (hall promife the; 
obfervance thereof, and with the. 
condition that it ihall not be 
broke, without giving to his Ma- 
jefty an anticipated notice of one 
year, that he may communicate 
it to the faid American provinces ; ; 
and that there be eftabliihed a re- 
ciprocal di farming the fame a* 
with France, in the fame times 
and places, regulating the limits 
that ihall not- be palled by the 
one or the other party, with re- 
fpecl to the places they may re* 
fpc&vely occupy at the time of 
ratifying this adjuftment. 
«* That for fettling thefe parti- 
culars, and others relative to the 
firmnefs of the faid fufpenfion* 
and to the effects it may produce 
while it fubfifts, there ihall come 
to Madrid one or more Commif- 
faries or Agents of the Colonies, 
and his Britannic Majefty will 
fend his under the like mediation 
of the King (if they fhould be in 
need of it) to accord or a^ree in 
the foregoing, and that in the 
mean time the Colonies ihall be 
treated as Independent in a&ing. 
" Finally, .if it be defired by all 
or any of the belligerent powers,, 
or by the aforefaid Colonies, the 
forementioncd powers ihall, jointly 
with Spain, guarantee the treaties 
or agreements which ihall be maoe : 
—the Catholic King now makes 
an oner of his guarantee to the 
faid preliminaries/* 
Whoever compares thefe articles 

with 
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with the preceding openings made 
by the Court of London, will decide, 
if there can be imagined propofals 
more moderate or more analogous to 
the fyltem laid down by the Britifh 
Cabinet. — Perhaps his Catholic Ma- 
jefty has rather gone too far in the 
moderation to which he reduced the 
faid propofitions, taking on himfe'f 
the difficult talk of fettling the dif- 
putes. 

22. The greateft repugnance which 
the. Britim Cabinet aiFe&ed to (hew 
to the ultimatum and propofitions 
of the King of Spain, refts on the 
point of treating the Colonies as In- 
dependent in acting during the in- 
terval of the truce. 

To what ha* been already faid, 
may be added, what was affirmed in 
all the public papers of the month of 
'February, 1778, that Lord North 
had on the 17th of the faid month, 
propofed in the Houfe of Commons, 
as a matter of courfe, ** That the 
.f* Commiflioners, then appointed by 
** the Court of London, mould treat 
** with the American Deputies, as 
*« if they were Plenipotentiaries of 
** Independent States ; withprovifo, 
. ** that this concellioii mould not be 
*' prejudicial to Great Britain, if in 
w the courfe of the negociation the 
«« Colonies mould refolve to defift 
*' from their claim of Independance." 

It is a thing very extraordinary, and 1 
even ridiculous, that the Court of Lon- 
don treats theColoniesas Independent, 
sot only in acting, but of right, during 
this war, and that it fhould have a re- 
pugnance to treat them as fuch, only 
in acting during a truce or fufpenfton 
of hoftilities. The Convention of 
Saratoga ; the reputing General 
Burgoyne, as a lawful prifoner, to 
fufpend his trial ; the exchange and 



liberating of other prifoners made 
from the Colonics ; the having nam- 
ed Commiflioners to go and fup- 
plicate the Americans at their own 
doors ; requeft peace of them, and 
treat with them and the Congrefs ; 
and finally, by a taoufand other acts 
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of this fort, authorifed fey the (Sourt 
of London, have been, and are true 
figns of the acknowledgment of the 
Independence : and the F.nglifh, na- 
tion itfelf may judge and decide, 
whether all thofe acts are fo compa- 
tible with the decorum of the Britifh 
Crown, as would be the granting to 
the Colonies, at the interceflion of his 
Catholic Majefty, afufpenfion of hof- 
tilities, adjuft their differences, and 
treat them in this interval as Inde- 
pendent States. 

2 3 • It mud appear incredible, after 
having considered the preceding ar- 
ticles, that the Court of London fhould 
refufe to accept of the propofitions of 
the ultimatum of that of Madrid, 
although with Tome explanations that 
it might think necefTary ; but that 
Court not only rejected them, in its 
anfwer given the 4th of May, after 
various pretexts for delay, but put 
forth indirect and drained interpre- 
tations of the propofals that were 
then made, having the effrontery to 
fay, that *' the drift of Spain was 
" to form, from the pretentions of 
** the Colonies to Independence, one 
" common caufe with them and with 
"France." — The Britifh Cabinet 
concluding, with faying, " That if 
*« the conditions which the Court 
" of Verfailles had communicated 
" to his Catholic Majefty, did not 
" prefent a better afpect than this 
" for the treaty, or did not offer 
« f Icfs imperious and unequal terms, 
" the King of Great Britain would 
" only have to lament, that he found 
" toe hopes fruflrated, which he had 
" always conceived of the happy re- 
" ftnration of peace, as well for his 
" fubjects as the world in general.** 
* If this is not a want of refpect to 
the mediating King, a real provo- 



cation, and evident in confequence, 
it will be difficult to find expreffions 
mope adipted for it. Neither did 
his Caiholic Majefty make a com- 
mon caufe with France and the Co* 
lonies in his lalt propofals, nor were 
they made to France, to whom they 
I i 2 were 
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weremot, nor could not* for want of 
time, be communicated, before they 
were tranfmitted to the Court of 
London ; fo that the whole appara- 
tus of thofe haughty expreffions of 
the Ehglifh Miniftry amount merely 
to fay, that in fpite of the overture 
made by themfelves on the 1 6th of them; alfo to feparate the Colonies 



) 

treaties concluded with France* From 
what has been obferved in the pre- 
ceding note, it evidently follows, that 
the whole of the Engliih policy was to 
difunite the two Courts of Paris and 
Madrid, by means of the fuggeftions 
and offers flie feparately made to 



March, they preferred war to peace, 
or treating with "the forementioned 
mediator, whom they provokingly 
infulted, treating him as partial, 
leagued with the enemies or Great 
Britain, imperious, and inconfiftent. 
In aggravation to all the foregoing, 
at the fame time the Britilh Cabinet 
anfwered the King of Spain in the 
terms already mentioned, they were 
infinuating themfelves at the Court 
of France, by means of fecret emif- 
faries, and making very great offers 
to her to abandon the Colonies, 
and make peace with England. 
But there is yet more; at the very 
fame time, the Eriglifh Miniftry were 
treating, by means of another certain 
emifTary, with Doctor Franklin, Mi- 
nifter Plenipotentiary from the Colo- 
pies, refiding at Paris, to whom 
they made various propofals to dif- 
unite them from France, and to ac- 
commodate matters with England, 
on conditions almoft identically the 
fame as thofe which they had re- 
jected or fpurned at, as coming from 
his Catholic Majefty, but in fact 
with offers much more favourable to 
the faid Colonies. The faid treaty 
wenffo far as to be extended in formed 
articles, *with various explanations ; 
•and was carried on under the authority 
of one of the principal EnglifhMi- 
niiers. Of all this, and much more, 
it would be eafy to inform the pub- 
lic, by true and formal copies, if it 
were neceflary, or that this impla r 
cable enemy hereafter obliges it to be 
done, and who has always been treated 
by Spain with the greateft moderation . 
24. The true indentions of the Court 
of London being clearly difcovered, 
the Catholic King could not longer 
withhold the putting in fuU force the 



from their treaties and engagements 
entered into with France, induce 
them to arm again ft the Houfe of 
Bourbon, or, more probably, to op- 
prefs them, when, they found (from 
breaking their engagements) they 
flood alone and without protectors or 
guarantees for the treaties they might 
enter into with the Britifh Miniftry. 
This, therefore, is the net they laid 
for the American States; that is to 
fay, tempt them with flattering and 
very magnificent promifes to come. to 
an accommodation with them, exdu- 
five of any intervention of Spain or 
France; that the Britifli Miniftry 
might always remain the arbitrators 
of the fate of the faid Colonies, in 
the point of fulfilling any treaties or 
•agreements the/ might make.. But 
the Catholic King, faithful, on the 
onepart, to the engagements which 
bind him to the Moft Chriftian King, 
his nephew ; juft and upright, on the 
other, to his own fubj cts, whom he 
ought to protect and guard againft fo 
many infults ; and finaLy, full of hu- 
manity and companion for the Ame- 
ricans and other individuals who fuf- 
fer from the calamities of the prefent 
war, he is determined to purfue and 
profecute it, and to make all the ef- 
forts in his power, until he can obtain 
a .folid and permanent peace, with 
full and fatisfactory fecurkies that it 
(hall be obferved. 

25. To attain, as before^mentioned, 
the *much r defired end of a fecure 
peace, it is abfolutely necefTary to 
curtail and deftroy the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings and maxims of the EngI : Jh 
maritime power : to the attainment 
of which, all other maritime powers, 
and even all nations in general, are 
become much interefted, Tbe Ca- 
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tholic King, for his part, has done all 
he pofliblr could, chat the infults 
founded in fuch proceedings and 
maxims fhouid be put an end to, but 
this he has not been able to effect by 
amicable means. On the contrary, 
injuries have been repeatedly conti- 
nued, as has-been reprefented in the 
negotiation fet on foot with England 
l>y the mediation of the faid mo- 
narch. The Court of London has 
become forgetful, inthefe later times, 
that (he (hou'd have adjufted and 
fettled her differences with Spain ac- 
cording to agreement. In the fame 
month of May, in which this negoti- 
ation was put an end to, there came 
advices of the violences committed by 
Englifh mips and their crews in tlie 
river St. John, and Bay of Hondu- 
ras, (of which mention has been made 
in note the firft) and it was known aU 
fo, with great probability, that the 
Englifh Cabinet had given antici- 
pated orders for the invafion of the 
Phillipine Iflands, From fuch deeds, 
as well as from the foregoing, the im- 
partial and candid world wil] be en- 
ab ed to dojuftice in this famous con- 
troverfy, and decide whether the de- 
claration prefented by the Marquis of 
j4lmadQ<var y the 16th June laft, 'is 
founded in reafon -and truth. In the 
mean while it fljould be observed, 



that the Court of London, on the i Uk 

of faid month, iflued orders for com- 
mencing and committing ho$ilities, 
and making reprifals again fl §pain, 
who did not iffue ftrailar orders till 
after (he had received advice therer 
of *. 



Aferiws Address /* the People of 
Pennfylvania, on the, prefent Jttua- 
tion of their affairs, To "which is 
prefixed a particular Addrkss to 
the Quakers, l$c* f 

To the Quakers, Set h/emifes, Moderate 
Mcn y Refugees, and other the Tories 
whatfoever, and <wherefoe*ver, dif- 
perfed. PsaCR. 

I entered into the American con- 
teft from a love of my fellow-crea- 
tures. Lamenting as a Philofopher 
the confequences of my con duel as 4 
citizen, while I ftrove to expel de- 
fpotifm, I wept over the victims of 
ambition. That principle which 
firft prompted me, remains unefface4» 
nor can I except from amongft men* 
even thofe who are my enemies. 
Equally capable of freedom with 
others, it is my earneft prayer that 
you may equally deferve it. The 
effs&s of prejudices are known, and 
humanity calls on us to remove it, 
if poffibie ; for the fame bofom whicli 



• When the foregoing State-Paper was nearly printed off, we re- 
ceived, and had before feen copied into various public newfpapers, the an^ 
fwer which the Britiih Miniftry gave to the declaration prefented in London 
by the Marquis d* Almadovar at the time of his taking leave of that Court* 
The impartial and judicious world will adjudge to the faid anfwer the degree 
of merit and value which it deferves, after having read with attention the fame 
declaration, with the foregoing notes which ilrengthen it: in which are feen, 
the truth, the probity, fair dealing, arid rectitude of the Spanifh Cabipot ; 
who are emboldened to afkof all ^urope, if it believes there be a poflibility.t<| 
preferve a true friendlhip, depend upon a fincere negotiation, or conclude 
with open-heartednefs any treaty, with thofe who pofleis fufficient ferenity ,w 
deny or disfigure facts fo well proved, fo clear, and fo pofitive as thofe ihtel 
an*j made public in the prefent notes. 
. Done at Madrid, by order of the King, 1779. 

f This and the following pages to contain a copy of a pamphlet, lately 
publiihed at Philadelphia, under the above title. In the advertifements, in, 
tfie American Newfpapers, it U faid to be wriften by the Author of the Far- 
pier'* Letters. nWi 
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flows with indignation againft guilt, 
melts in pity of ignorance. But I 
in treat you to remember, that men 
who fhut their eyes againft the light, 
as they will deferve, Co will they re- 
ceive a double meafure of punifhment. 
That it is the will of Heaven, 
mankind fhould be free, is evidenced 
■ by the wealth, the vigour, the vir- 
tue and confequent happinefs of Free 
States, And the idea that Provi- 
dence will eftabliflv fuch Govern- 
ments as he mall deem moft fit for 
his creatures without their efforts, is 
palpably abfurd. Did he overturn 
the walls ofjerufalem by the mere 
breath of his mouth, or did he ittr up 
'the Romans to add Judea to their 
other Provinces? In fhort, is not his 
moral Government of the earth al- 
' ways performed by the intervention 
of fecond cau^s? How then can you 
expect that he mould miraculoujly de- 
stroy our enemies, merely to con- 
vince you that he favours our caufe ? 
Sufficient notifications of his will are 
always given, and thofe who will not 
then believe , neither would they be. 
' lieve though one fhould rife from the 
dead to inform them. Trace the 
progrefs, and mark the incidents of 
the war, and you will fee evident 
tokens of providential favour. For 
• whether our fuccefs be owing to the 
folly of pur opponents, or to any 
* other immediate caufe, we are equally 
indebted for it to the bounty of Hea- 
ven. Majayof our meafures, which 
you perhaps juftly confidered as un- 
wife, have, by an amazing coinci- 
' dence of circumftances, become the 
corner-ftones of Independence. And 
on the other hand, many of the ene- 
' my's mofl brilliant fuccefTes, which 
made your hearts to ftng for joy, 
have produced to you nothing but 
bittemefs and woe. 

I am led to thefe refleftions and to 
this addrefs, partly from perceiving 
and more from being informed, that 
you derive pleafmg hopes from the 
following circu-mftances : Firft, tfcc 



taking of Georgia. Secondly, the 
calumnies againft Congrefs, and fup- 
pofed divifions among ^them. And 
Thirdly, the fymptoms of difconteat, 
lately exhibited by the Executive 
Council of Pennfylvania. I fhall 
take notice of thefe in their order, 
make fome fhort obfervations on pub- 
lic affairs, and then leave you to 
judge. I exhort you to read with 
attention, and to determine with 
that coolnefs which is due to a fub- 
je& fo important to your welfare, 
perhaps your exigence. 

The expedition againft Georgia 
was dictated by the neceffities of the 
Britifh army, and the danger of their 
own dominions. In the firft cafe, 
they expefted confiderable fuppHes 
of rice f jr an army, and for iflands, 
in a ftarving condition. In the fe- 
cond, they laboured to eftablifh a 
barrier between thefe States andEaft- 
Florida, the better to fecure that lat- 
ter, and thereby in cafe of a war 
with Spain, oheck the free navigation 
of the gulf of Florida, through which 
the treafurec of the new world are 
conveyed to Europe, The confe- 
quences are, firft, to infpirit your 
brethren in the Southern States, and 
thereby to purge them of men who 
would have been pernicious members 
of a free fociety. Thefe men wilt 
be juftly ftripped of that property 
and thofe rights which they have not 
fpirit to contend for, and by banifh- 
ment, poverty, and Jailing remorie, 
expatiate the guilt of endeavouring 
to fubjugate their fellow-citizens. 
Secondly, this expedition will roufe 
the States of North and South-Caro- 
lina. They will derive from it that 
energy which is acquired in a ftate of 
war, and which produces obedience 
and fubordinatton fo necefTary to fo- 
ciety in a ftate of peace. But thirdly, 
what is of more importance to fuch 
of you as dwell in the middle and 
eaftern States, is, that by dividing 
the force of your friends, whatever 
may be the lot of thofe wretches who 

art 
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are doomed to wreftle with a baneful 
fcuthern clime, it renders their army 
at New-York lefs efficient, and con- 
fequently lefs capable of aflifting you. 
As to the calumnies again ft Con- 
grefs and fuppofed divifions in that 
body, you are greatly, though not 
altogether miflakeri in the latter fact, 
and at any rate draw from it very 
falfe conclufion.' The late abufive 
writings fhew indeed the illiberality 
of 'the refpective writers, but by no 
means impeach thofe again ft whom 
they are directed. Being equally indif- 
ferent to the feveral performers, I 
wifti not to balance their refpective 
merits. This is certain, that fiil* 
Hflgfgate language marks at moil a 
Billihgfgate education, and among 
thofe who know the real value of 
fuch performances, the reputation of 
a virtuous citizen will not fuffer more 
from the fcurrility of a news-paper, 
than from the nervous diction of an 
oyfler-wench. The licentioufnefs 
exhibited on thefe occafions, demon- 
ftrates the exigence of liberty, which 
is a pleating confideradon to thofe 
who have a value for it. And al- 
though fuch productions may offend 
individuals, yet they are not without 
ufe to fociety, in like manner as the 
blails of winter, though keen, are 
wholefome.. We may further de- 
duce from it the fallacy or rather* 
falfity of what was once a favourite 
pofition among you, that people did 
not dare to u^ter their ftntiments ; 
neither it it unworthy of your atten- 
tion, that the various attacks upon 
Congrefs have not drawn the lead 
notice from that body. From h?nce 
ft is to be concluded, that they have 
a well-founded confidence in them-. 
felvcs, for did the {haft flick, it 
would make the body fore. And 
nothing is truer than thb, that little 
minds are more rcfentful than great 
ones, and truth more refented than 
falfehood. From fome acquaintance 
and good information, I will venture 
to add, that the pre fen: Congrets,, 



cdnfidered in the doable view of 
abilities and integrity, is at lea ft a* 
refpectable as any which hath yet 
been aftembled. Let it not be con-, 
eluded from this, that I conceive 
the individuals of that body to be of 
a fuperior nature. They like ocher 
men are fubject to pafGons, preju- 
dices, weakneffes, and the influence 
of the elements, and fince the Deity 
chofe one Judas among twelve dii- 
ciples, it cannot be wondered at, if 
among a much greater number, fome 
few fhould be charged with pecu- 
liar pravity. But this by no means 
militates againft the general obfer- 
vation. 

To fay there are divifions in Con- 
grefs, is only faying in other words 
that it is a popular Aflembly. Dif- 
ferent views of the fame fubject na- 
turally lead men to differ in fenti- 
ments. Perfonal connexions excite 
perfonal emotions, and the con Hid 
of fuch emotions fome times produces 
perfonal altercation. The heats in- 
evitable on fuch occasions feldom 
evaporate within the walls of one 
Houfe, but llimulated to bitter ob- 
servations ealily credited, beeaufe 
they flatter a felf-importance, which 
is uneafy at amy kind of fuperiority. 
Perhaps you will afk how it happens 
that fuch things did not exift for- 
merly ? They did; but the public 
dangers and diftrefles taught men to 
keep more fecret thofe things which 
they readily divulge in an hour of 
greater fecurity. The appearance of 
fuch divifions, therefore, in perfonal 
matters, are ilriking marks of na- 
tional profperity, and you will find, 
that however the Members of Con- 
grefs may difagree about who (hall 
be in and who ihall be out, they will 
be firmly united in refuting to ac-*. 
cept the Independence Great Britain 
is about to offer, and infill on a 
clear, explicit, and pointed acknow- 
ledgment of it in the moll extenfive 
(en(t: 9 previous to any treaty what- 
foever. 

For 
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¥or what regards the difpute be- 
tween the Executive Council of this 
State and ^ongrefs, it is, a$ far as 
your views may be ferved By it, the 
moft trifling of all things. Stimu- 
lated by a laudable zeal to difcover 
public abufes, their fufpicions were 
turned to one to whofe gallantry 
America is much indebted. Great- 
ne($ and weaknefs are fomeumes 
nearly allied. That fpirit which 
carried him in triumph over the 
fields of honour, induced a want of 
Jefpett for Magiilrates, to whom he 
$i£ not deem himfelf accountable. 
Charity bids us believe that con- 
fcious innocence infpired an eleva- 
tion which he would not have felt 
tinder the prefTure of guilt. Per- 
haps alfo it was regard to the privi- 
leges of his brother foldiers which 
rejefted fubmiffion to other than a 
military tribunal, when his conduit 
as an officer was arraigned. Thefe 
and many other reafons, doubtlefs, 
fpggefted themfelves to the Council*, 
and had the^been at liberty to obey 
thofe difpaflionate fentiments which 
embellim their high office, his re- 
fusal might perhaps have been difre- 
garded. But on the one hand, at- 
tachment to theinterefts of America, 
and on the other, divifions in their 
State, and doubts about their au- 
thority, which naturally rendered 
them more jealous of it than thofe 
to whom dignity and power are fami- 
liarized, thefe motives would not 
permit a moment delay in purfuing 
the intereits and vindicating the ma- 
jefty of the people. Perhaps there 
may have been fome little perfona- 
lines concerned, though the reve- 
rence which is due to the Supreme 
Executive of an Independent State, 
Tuppofes the idea. But be this as it 
may, Congrefs feenas to have viewed 
the matter fomewhat differently from 
the State. Confcious of poflemng 
the love and reipect of their country- 
men in arms as Well as of others, 
they were not open to angry iropref- 
fions, which indeed are of little uie 



either in pubfic or private * Kife. Af- 
fection alfo for an army which hath 
ferved them fo faithfully, fo gene- 
roufly, might raife fome prejudices 
in favour of its Members; as an in- 
dulgent parent fmiles at the petulant 
vivacity of a favourite child. They 
did not, therefore, catch the refent- 
ments of the Council, and though 
determined to fupport the authority 
of a State, they were not eager to 
blemifh the reputation of a worthy 
foldier. The CounciJ t probably in- 
fluenced by good reaions, which 
they will undoubtedly declare at a 
proper time* came to certain refo- 
lutions which they have puhlifhed 
and tranfmitted to the Several States. 
But this little feverim ebullition, 
and the ridicule which many have 
attempted to call upon it* can do no 
good to you. The Affembly of Penn- 
sylvania, which by their conititution 
is of real importance, aits in perfect 
harmony with the Congrefs. And 
depend upon it, whatever your lead- 
ers may flatter you with, the Whigs 
of Pennfylvania will not engage m 
any difpute with the reprefentative 
body of America, to the prejudice 
either of the acknowledged rights of 
that body, or of the privileges of 
thofe brave citizens who have drawn 
their fwords in the caufe of Free- 
dom. 

And even if any fuch difpute 
fhould exiil, can you fuppofe, that 
in cafe of neceflity, the Prefident of 
that State would heficate a moment 
to head his militia ? That he would 
not inihntly take the field with his 
wonted alacrity? That he would not 
font under the banners of Amerid 
with his former zeal? Thofe who 
know him know better* It would 
be equally abfurd for you to fuppofe 
that the Council are difpofed to pro- 
mote public divifions, in -order to 
favour the uegociations of the enemy. 
Do not dwell on the myfterieufnefs 
in /Doctor Berkenhout's affair. It is 
nothing new that an artful man mould 
impofe upon, the unfufpicious. Ho- 

neily 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 249 ) 



nefty and knowledge are very diffe- 
rent things, and of the two, the for- 
mer is the mofl amiable. 

As little ground have you for hope 
in the depreciation of the Continen- 
tal money. -You know that this is 
in a great degree to be attributed to 
the arts of interefted men, whofe ef- 
forts to acquire it fhew their con- 
viction of its value. I know it hath 
been a famionable doctrine, that after 
the emiflions fhould amount to a cer- 
tain fum, the bubble, as the phrafe 
was, would burft. But the abfur- 
dity of this to men acquainted with 
human nature, was evident. The 
reafons are needlefs, becaufe we may 
appeal to experience, to fhew whe- 
ther there is the leaft danger of this 
event. When two emiflions were 
called in, and every method, con- 
liftent with juftice and good faith, 
taken to flop their circulation, thofe 
who had principally contributed to 
depreciate the money, were the very 
perfons who continued to receive the 
vicious emiflions. For as foon as it 
became a queftion, whether they 
fhould lofe not the value, but merely 
the ufe of fo much money, they made 
every effort to uphold the credit of 
it. A few days ago, when a report 
prevailed of the arrivals of fome fa- 
vourable intelligence from' Europe, 
fuch of you as are in this city can- 
not but remember the rapid fall of 
every article, fpecie not excepted. 
Hence the deduction is clear, that 
the money ifTued by Congrefs is in- 
trinfically worth what they contend, 
but is depreciated by the quantity in 
fome degree, and more by the arts 
of engroffers. Take the familiar 
proportion, that a country will eafily 
bear taxation to the amount of fome 
given part of the circulating medium, 
fuppofe a tenth, though in fact one- 
fifth may be raifed among a free 
people, and you will fee that, let the 
paper medium be increafed to any 
degree, it may be funk in a more 
penod. 



Not pretending to great know- 
ledge of national fecrets, and little 
defirous of communicating whatever 
of this kind it hath fallen to my lot 
to know, I (hall reafon with you on 
thefe things as I have reafoned for 
myfelf, and I truft the event 
will verify my conclunonsi And 
firft, 1 confider it to be manifestly 
the intereft of every Court in Europe 
to fofter our Independence, becaufe 
it is in effect the dividing a great em- 
pire, whofe power was formidable, and 
whofe infolence was infupportable. 

Beginning with Ruflia; iron, pot- 
afh, and fuch other commodities as 
that country produces in common 
with this, will now have equal ad- 
vantages at the London market, be- 
caufe no bounties will in future be 
granted to Parliament to the produce 
of thefe States. Sail-cloth and the 
other articles produced there and 
confumed here, will come hither 
directly from thence, and in direct 
return they will take our rice and 
tobacco; the commercial advantages 
of which are evident, not to mention 
the increafe of naval force they may 
expect from it. Add to thefe folid 
reafons of national intereft, the per- 
fonal character of the Emprefs. Thb 
is ftrpngly marked by benevolence 
and the love of that fame which re- 
fults from contributing to the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, a difpofuion evi- 
denced by giving to her fubjects all 
the liberty they are at prefent capable 
of. Thefe confiderations will natu- 
rally lead you to the anfwer filled 
with difdain, which fhe gave to a 
propofal of the Britifh Ambaffador, 
requefting her troops to fubdue us. 
" My glory fhali never be tarnifhed 
by the infamy of oppreffmg thofe 
who only contend for freedom and 
juftice." They will alfo account for 
her refufal to accede to fubfequent 
proportions from our enemies, the 
moil difgraceful to them, as well as 
apparently advantageous to her. 
The fpirit of the State reafons 
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mbovem^ntioned applies generally to 
all the Northern Courts, and it mud be 
obferved, that the leffer will be very 
cautions how they contravene the 
views of the greater. As to Den- 
mark, her imbecility is the belt pof- 
fiblereafon why fhe mould not fide 
with the weaker party, efpecially 
when fhe holds the little of her Weft- 
India pofleffions as a tenant at will 
to the maritime powers. 

Sweden, the faithful ally of France, 
if we ads at all, will certainly take 
part in our favour, and with twenty 
mips of the line ready at a moment's 
warning, is in capacity to afford us 
no inconfidcrable aid. 

Pruflia and Auttria, equally de- 
firous of becoming maritime powers, 
equally defirous to obtain for that 
purpofe a fhare of the American 
commerce, and actually at war with 
each other, will neither of them be 
willing to fend force again ft Ame- 
rica. Nor will the fmaller German 
powers dare to weaken their domi- 
nions, by the lofs of a /ingle foldier, 
whilit the Emperor and the King of 
Pruflia are armed in motion, and in 
capacity to fwallow them up. 

Of the United Netherlands and 
Italy nothing need be faid, unlefs 
that a Uriel neutrality may be de- 
pended on from them; the reafons 
of which are obvious. 

France is already at war with Great 
Britain for American Independence^ 
and thofe who know the connection 
between the Courts of Verfailles and" 
Madrid, their enmity to that of St. 
James's, and their national intereits, 
cannot bat perceive that Spain will 
foon be joined in this conteft, unlefs it 
be terminated agreeably toourwifhes* 

Hence then it is evident, either 
that We fhall immediately conclude a 
fafe and honourable peace, or that 
Great Britain muft carry on the war 
alone, and unfupported again ft France, 
Spain, and America; in which cafe 
the two former will give every aid 
in their power, to our trade and 



finances; (6 that on the whole no 
well founded doubt can exift, that 
the Continental currency will rife 
greatly in its value, and that the in- 
dependence and fafety of America 
will be eflablifhed on the firmefl 
foundation. 

Convinced as you may be of theje 
things, .what ought your conduct to 
be ? You cannot pretend to plead 
confeience on this occafion, becaufe 
the fuccefs of our meafures being ap- 
parent, it is on your own principles 
the will of God, to which yon are 
confeientioufly bound to conform. . 
If you oppofe your countrymen, you 
may indeed' encourage the enemy, 
and thereby lengthen out the con* 
teft, in which cafe you yourfelves 
fhall determine,- whether yon will 
not in fome degree be anfwerable for 
the confequences. You have feen 
enough of war to wifh a termination 
of it. You have fenfe enough to 
perceive that you can live happily 
under thofe Governments which you 
wilhed in vain to prevent. Yoa 
ought to fear, that if the enemy per- 
form their threats of wafting our 
country, your perfons may become 
obnoxious to the vengeance of your 
fellow-citizens, and your eftates be 
applied to compenfate the ravages 
committed on theirs. Take then the 
council which I again declare to you, 
is dictated by humanity. I wifh fin- 
cerely the happinefs of all mankind. 
I wifh fincerely the profperity and 
glory of the United States. And as 
fincerely I wifh for peace. May 
Heaven grant it us, to you, and to 
all. An American. * 

Aftrious Address to tht People of 
Pennsylvania, on the preftmt 
Jit nation of tbtir affairs. 

Unwilling as I have been to have 
my attention called from the great 
object of the Continent, I now find it 
necefTary to pay fome regard to the 
peace and fafety of the State I live in. 
The Jbarmony of the- whole is 
cooipofed 
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cornpofed of the harmony of its 
parts ; and in proportion as any 
of them is difordered, the collec- 
tive force will be weakened, and the 
general tranquility diftprbed. I do 
not offer this as an apology, but as an 
additional reafon for my addrefs; 
becaufe as a freeman of Pennfylva- 
nia, it is both my right and my duty 
to render every fervice in my power 
for its happinefs. Yet that I might, 
at no time, narrow the public fphere 
in which I endeavoured to ferve the 
greater caufe, I willingly declined the 
exercife of every privilege in the lef- 
fcr one. I have never given a vote at 
any election, * or on any provincial 
queftion, or attended any meeting 
for that purpofe, fince the great queN 
tion of Independence in feventy-fix. 
I contented myfelf with making my 
point again ft the common enemy, 
and feel concerned that the unnecef- 
fary contentions of this State, fhould 
call me a moment from that object. 

I well know that when men get 
into parties, and fuffer their tempers 
to become foured by opposition, how 
tempted they are to aflign interefted . 
reafons for other people's conduct, 
and to undermine the force of their 
reafonings by Tapping the reputation 
of the perfon who makes them. 
Therefore, the writer of this, by 
way of precluding all fuch infinua- 
•tion, thinks it proper to declare, that 
he can boldly look all men in the 
facei and challenge them to fay or to 
hint, that he ever made profit, place 
or power his object. He has ftudied 
to be ufeful, and believing that he 
has been fb, feels all that hon eft kind 
of civil independent pride which na- 
turally accompanies a willing difin- 
terefted mind. 

Thus much by way of preface. 
And I now proceed to a concife and 
candid enquiry into the rife, reafonj, 
and confequences of the prefent dif- 
agreements ; for as a great part of the 
happinefs of any people depends on 
their good temper with each other, 



fo whatever tends to consolidate their 
minds, remove any mifconceived pre- 
judice, or illuftrate any controverted 
point, will have a tendency to eftablifh 
or reftore that happinefs. I mean to 
draw all my conclufions from fair 
reafonings, and to reft nothing on 
the arrogance of opinion, or the va- 
nity of aflertion. Perfectly cool and 
un fret ted myfelf, I view the matter 
rather than the parties, and having 
no interefted connection with, or per- 
fonal diflike to either, (hall endeavour 
to ferve all. 

The prefent diflenfions of this State 
took their rife in the latter end of 
the year, feventy-fix, immediately after 
the breaking up of the Convention 
which formed the Conftitution. A 
principal, if not* a greater part of the 
militia, under the file of Aftbciators, 
was then out of the State. I believe 
I am within compafs, when I fay, 
that the number which inarched into 
the Jerfies, firft and laft, at that time, 
was not lefs than fifteen orfixteen 
thoufand men. They were young 
foldiers, it is true, but the ardour 
with which they turned out, and the 
circumftance they turned out upon, 
viz. tofupport the declaration op 
Independence, fully proves the 
difpolition of this State to that mea- 
fure, becaufe there was then nothing 
c6mpulfive, and every man marched 
a volunteer. They expected the 
whole State to be afterwards formed 
into a legal equal militia, and under 
that hope put up with the then pre- 
fent inconveniencies, And I cannot 
help in this place remarking, that the 
propofals which were afterwards made 
for continuing the auociation in pre- 
ference to the law, however well they 
might be intended, wore an appear- 
ance of being impolitic and unjuft; 
impolitic, becaufe it was difhear:cn- 
ing men by fervice unneceflarily re- 
peated ; unjuft, becaufe it was riding 
a free horfe to death, to reft, not a 
tired, but an idle one. A militia 
law, is neither more or lefs, than an 
K k 2 undiftinguifhed 
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undiftinguimed affbciatlon of the 
whole, confirmed by legal confent 
and authority. There are three forts 
of men in every State ; the willing 
and the able, the willing and not able, 
and the able and not willing. I ex- 
tend the idea of ability as well to 
fituation and circumftance, as to health 
and perfection of body. The law 
gaverelief to the firft by a rotation of 
fervice ; to the fecond by affording 
him a legal equivalent, or a legal 
exemption, as his cafe might be, and 
compelled the third to draw in equal 
proportion with the other two. But 

to return 

The manner ir^which the- Confti- 
tution was formed, is fo perfectly clear 
and regular, that it does not admit 
of an objection. A deputation from 
the Committee of each county in the 
State met in Philadelphia, to agree 
upon the number the Convention 
Jhould confift of, the time they mould 
meet, and the manner in which they 
mould be elected. No perfon was 
excluded from voting- but thofe who 
ehofe to exclude themfelves ; and in 
that cafe, they either mew themfelves 
unworthy of the privileges of an 
elector, or confiding in the juftice 
and judgment of the reft, fignified 
their corifent in the election. I hap- 
pened to be among the latter, for I 
gave no vote, neither did I know the 
ticket for thfc city till it was public. 

The particular form of a Confti- 
tution had not 'then been made a 
matter of controverfy ; fo that the 
members met unbiafTed, unpreju- 
diced, and unawed by party influ- 
ence, and under all the advantages of 
cool deliberation.* They had the 
wifeft and ableft man in the State, 
Dr. Frariklin, for their Prefident; 
whofe judgment alone was fufficient 
to form a Conftitution, and whofe 
benevolence of heart wouTd never 
concur in a bad one. - 

Though by way of narration I have 
hinted at the authority by 'which the 
Conftitution was formed, yet that 



which principally concerns us is* 
whether it is a good one or not ; whe r 
ther it fhall be changed, altered or 
confirmed ; whether the defe&s, if 
any, are of fufficient importance to 
juftify the expence and trouble of 4 
Convention extraordinary ; or wher 
ther they (hall remain as matters to be 
difcufled and remedied in the manner 
and form which the Conftitption has 
provided : and laftly, whether the 
State will be more unanimous under 
a change than without it. I conceive 
that if any of thefe points can be 
made clear, that the controverfy 
ceafes, and unity takes place from 4 
kind of reafonable impulfe. 

The cry of flavery and tyranny ha$ 
been loud and frequent; and the 
danger ought to be great indeed, 
when thofe who never yet drew their 
fwords againft the common enemy, 
mould fee the neceflity of threatening 
it againft the Conftitution. The 
Conftitution has been loaded with 
the dapkeft character, and the fup- 
porters of it with the raoft oppro- 
brious names. It is full time to 
know whether thefe things are true 
or not. If true, the multitude wilj 
fee the neceflity of uniting for relief 
If not true, it is fit they mould be un- 
deceived. In the one cafe the gen- 
tlemen who firft promoted the oppo- 
sition will be thanked ; in the other, 
they will at leaft deferve the punifti- 
ment of a public reprimand ; for the 
peace of a State is fomething too feri- 
fible to be tortured, or facred to be 
trifled with. 

Before I enter on the controverted 
-parts of the Conftitution, I think it 
neceflary to offer a few preliminary 
obfervations. 

1 Firft, That let the Conftitution 
have been formed this way or that, 
objections, at that time, would have 
, been raifed againft it, All thofe who 
were againft independence would ' 
have objected againft any Conftitu- 
tion, becaufe, not daring to attack 
the declaration of independence itfelf, 
• ' . ■■ " thev 
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they would have attacked the Con- 
stitution as .an outpoft, and fought 
through it under the fecurity of a co- 
vert way. Befides which, the diver- 
fity of opinions and judgments, 
which always takes place on a new 
meafure, the unaccountable prone- 
nefs of fome men to cenfure every 
thing not their own, and the fretful- 
nefs of others at not being elected, 
would have fifted off a party, which 
becoming an afylum to every future 
diScontent, would have vented itfelf 
againft any form of Government that 
jnight at firft have been instituted. 

Secondly, It is the intereft of all 
the States, that the Conftitution of 
each mould be fomewhat diversified 
from each other. We are a people 
upon experiments, and though under 
one continental Government, have 
the happy opportunity of trying va- 
riety in order to difcover the befl. It 
does not appear that any form of Go- 
vernment yet known in the world 
has anfwered the pretences of its in- 
(titution. The Greeks and Romans 
became flaves. All forms have failed 
in producing freedom and fecurity : 
therefore to object againft the prefent 
Constitution, becauSe it is a novelty, 
U to giye one pf the beft indirect rea- 
fons for trying it that has yet been 
given ; becaufe as all have been de- 
fective, that which fhall not be fo, 
muft be a novelty* and that which is 
pot a novelty, muft be defective. By 
diverfifying the feveral Constitutions, 
we fhall fee which State Jlourifhes the 
bcft, and out of the many pofterity 
may choofe a model, and while the 
diverfipy lafts, all men may be pleafed 
by residing in that which they like 
heft, J could wifh that every Consti- 
tution, as it is now formed, might be 
tried for any reafonable number of 
years. , The increafe of population 
under each Conftitution will deter- 
mine its goodnefsj for that which is 
moft liked, will be beft peopled, and 
population is the mother of wealt^. 
form a Conftitution with fuch dis- 



tinction of rights, as fhall expel the 
poor, or caufe them to draw off into 
other 'States, and the rich will foon 
fupply their places by becoming poor 
themfelves ; for where there are none 
left to labour, and but few to con- 
fume, land and property is not riches. 
An ariftocratical Government in any 
of the States of America, would fooa 
become a democratical one. The 
poor would quit it, and of courfe the 
ariftocracy would expire in a demo- 
cracy of owners. Such a State will 
•not only become impoverished, but 
defenceless, a temptation to its neigh- 
bours, and a fure prize to an in- 
vader. Men who either do not, or 
by fome fatality cannot penetrate 
deep enough into confequences, may 
pleafe themfelves with an idea of a 
distinction of rights in point of for- 
tune ; but it is the worft policy they 
can purfue. They will decay under 
it. The rental of their lands, in- 
stead of rifing, will decline, and their. 
aSTumed distinction of rights ceafe to 
exift, from the want of objects to ex- 
ercife it over. Greatnefs is nothing 
where it is not feen, and a land of 
Lords would be a land of beggars. 
Why are the petty Lords and Princes 
(as they call themfelves) of Germany 
poor, but becaufe they have efta- 
blifhed Governments with fuch a 
tyrannical diftinction of rights, that 
the poor being poor for ever, either 
defer: the country, or, remaining ia 
it, can afford to pay but little for the 
lands, and lefs towards the revenue. 
There is a peculiarity in the temper 
of the prefent times, that requires to 
be confulted. The idea of freedom 
and rights is high, and men who have 
yet to fettle, will naturally choofe to 
do it where they can have a vote in 
th*i whole Government, in preference 
to where they can only have it for a 
part. The true policy of construct- 
ing Constitutions in a young coun- 
try, is to calculate for population. 
The Strength, the riches, the* defence 
pf a State reft upon it. We feel a 
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Scarcity of labouring hands at this 
time, on account of the war, and any 
diftinclion of rights which fhould 
produce the fame effect, would con- 
tinue the evil. I have heard it ad- 
vanced, by thofe who have objected 
againft the prefent Conftitution, that 
it was a good out for a poor man. I 
reply, that for that very reafon it is 
the beft Government for a rich otic, 
by producing purchafers, tenants and 
labourers, to the landed intereft, and 
confumers to the merchant; befides 
which, to live in a country where 
half the people are deprived of vot- 
ing, is to live* in a land of mutes 
from whom no honour pan be re- 
ceived. As a rich man, I would vote 
for an open generous Conftitution, as 
the political means not only of con- 
tinuing me fo, but of encreaiing my 
wealth ; and as a poor man, I would 
likewife vote for it, for the fatisfaction 
I mould enjoy from it, and the chance 
of rifing under it. I am not plead- 
ing the caufe of the one againft the 
other in either cafe ; for I am clearly 
convinced that the true intereft of 
one, is the real intereft of both. Nei- 
ther am I in this place confidering 
Conftitutions politically as to Govern- 
ment, but naturally as to cqnfequen- 
ces, and fhowing the effects that will 
follow, whether men think of them 
or not. As a political queftion, it 
has been hackneyed with a repetition 
of arguments, but as an interefted 
one, common to all, it has not yet 
been touched upon. The debaters 
have been chacingeach other thefe two 
years like the flyers of a jack, without 
cith«r enlarging the circle they moved 
in, or gaining ground in the purfuit. 

Riches in a new country, if I may 
fo exprefs it, differ exceedingly from 
.riches in an old one. In. the latter it 
only fhifts hands, without either en- 
creaiing or diminifhing ; but in the 
former, there is a real addition of 
riches by population and cultivation. 

To digrefs a little from the point 
before me, I would remark, that there 



are three difHncl wayt of obtaining 
wealth in a new country. Creating 
it by cultivation; acquiring it by 
trade ; and collecting it by profeffional 
employments. Theiirftis the foun- 
tain head,- the fecond, the ftreams 
which diftribute it; and the third, a 
kind of ponds which are fupplied by 
drainage ; in fome inftances they may 
be called pits and fwamps, and when 
they are really ufeful and beautiful, 
may be ftiled canals. The two for- 
mer, that is, cultivation and trade, 
can neither be too large, too nume- 
rous, or too extenfive; but the 1 aft 
may be all three. They may mul- 
tiply till fociety becomes a bog, and 
every thiag chill with an ague. A- 
mong the latter I reckon authors and 
lawyers-; I put authors fir ft, becaufe 
their field is larger, and their chance 
of doing good or hurt is more exten- 
five. Apologizing for the exprefSan, 
it would be a bleffin^ to mankind, if 
God would never give genius with- 
out principle ; and in like manner 
would it be a happinefs to fociety, if 
none but honeft men were fufferahto 
be lawyers. The wretch who will 
write on any fubjeft for bread, or in 
any fervice for pay, and he who will 
plead in any cafe for a fee, ftands 
equally in rank with the proftitute 
who lets out her perfon. 

Thirdly, Having under the fecond 
head confidered a Conftitution as a 
matter of intereft common to all, I 
mall under this head confider it po- 
litically on the fame fcaleof common 
good. 

If we attend to the nature of free- 
dom, we mall fee the proper method 
of treating her ; for, to ufe a new 
expreflion, it is the nature of free- 
dom to be free. If the ancients ever 
poflefled her in a civil ftate, it is a 
queftion well worth enquiring into, 
Whether they did noulofe her through 
the halts, ban, and checks under nvhich 
they thought to keep her? An inju- 
dicious iecurity becomes her prifon, 
and, difgufted with captivity, (he be- 
comes 
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comes an exile. Freedom is the aflb- 
ciate of innocence, not the compa- 
panion of fufpicion. She only re- 
quires to be cherifhed, not to be 
caged; and to be beloved, is, to her, 
to be protected. Her refidence is in 
the undifKnguilhed multitude of rich 
and poor, and a partizan to neither 
is thepatronefs of all. She connects 
herfelf with man as God made him, 
not as fortune altered him, and con- 
tinues with him while he continues 
to be juft and civil. To engrofs her 
is to affront her, for, liberal herfelf, 
fhe muft be liberally dealt with. In 
abfolute countries fhe is violated into 
the concubine of an ufurper; and in 
the motley governmeht of Britain, (he 
is held a prifoner of ftate, and once 
in feven years let out upon parole. 
At other times her image only is car- 
ried about, which the multitude, a 
ftranger to her perfon, miftakes for 
herfelf. 

As America is the only country in 
the world that has learned how to 
treat religion, fo the fame wifdom 
will mew how to treat freedom. Ne- 
ver violate her, and (he will never de- 
fert. 'Tis her laft refidence, and 
when (he quits America, (he quits the 
world. Confider her as the rich 
man's friend, and the poor man's com- 
forter, as that which enlivens the 
profperity of the one, and fweetens 
the hard fate of the other. And re- 
member, that in all countries where 
the freedom of the poor has been 
taken away, in whole or in part, that 
the freedom of the rich loft its defence. 
The circle has ever continued to con- 
tract, till lefToning to a point it be- 
came abfolute. freedom muft have 
all or none, and (he muft have them 
equally. Asa matter of political in- 
tereft only, I would defend the free- 
dom of the poor out of policy to the 
rich. There is the point' at which 
the iuvafion firft enters, ^ the pafs 
which all without diftinction ought 
to defend, and, that being well de- 
fended and made fecure, all within is 



at reft. Firft goes the poor, riext 
the tradefman, then the men of mid- 
dling fortunes, then thofe of liberal 
fortunes, till at laft fome one without 
any fortune at all, (tarts up, and 
laying hold of the popular difcon- 
tents, tyrannizes over the whole, 
and under the pretence of relieving 
them. 

This is the natural progrefs of in- 
novation, whether began by defign 
or miftake. I mean no perfonai ap- 
plication by thefe remarks, but there 
is a leading feature in the com- 
plexion of the oppofition which re- 
quires to be explained. It is ob- 
jected by fome of them, that the Con- 
ftitution is too fret. Do the objectors 
mean that they are too free ? If that 
is the cafe, the Conflitution, out of 
jufticeto their children, will not buf- 
fer them to throw away their por- 
tions. But I deny the p'offibility of a 
Conftitution being too free in point 
of equality of freedom. It is its 
equality that makes it fafe, and the 
fufpicion of danger therefrom is too 
illiberal a thought for any man of 
merit, fpirit, education, or fortune to 
avow. The fear has its origin in 
meannefs, not in pride, for pride 
would Ycorn it. We often miftake 
the operation of thofe twodiftinct paf- 
fions upon the mind, and call the one 
the other. That Conftitution which 
(ho^Id exclude the poor would be a 
mean one, and that which mould ex- 
clude the rich* would be a. proud one* 
The former would be a private pil- 
fering, and the latter a bold injuftice ; 
for as in either cafe it is a theft, the 
difference of the objects attacked 
would characterife the attempts. Set 
my wit againft a child ! No. If I fet 
it at all, it (hould be againft my 
match. 

In a former part of this paper I 
have Ufed the term a generous Confti- 
tution. By a generous Conftitution, I 
mean a juft one; and by a juft one 
that which confiders mankind as they 
came from their Maker's hands 
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umetr many before it can be known 
what {hall be his fortune or his fate ; 
and freedom being fecured in this 
firft and naked ftate, is for ever fe- 
cured through every poffible change 
of rich or poor. This perhaps would 
be a novelty ; but I will venture to 
pronounce it that kind of novelty 
which bids the fairetl to fecure per- 
petual freedom and quietude, by jufl- 
ly recognizing the equal right of all, 
and affording no provocations to a 
part. Rights are permanent things, 
fortune is notfo; therefore the un- 
certainty and inequality of the latter, 
cannot become a rule to the certainty 
and equality of the former. Free- 
dom and fortune have no natural re- 
lation. They are as diftinct things 
as reft and motion. To make free- 
dom follow fortune, is to fuppofe her 
the fhadow of an image on a wheel — 
a made of paflhge — an unfixable no- 
thing. 

The toleration aft in England, 
which granted liberty of confcience to 
every man, in religion, was looked 
upon as the perfection of religious 
liberty. In America, we confider the 
afTumption of fuch a power as a fpe- 
cies of tyrannic arrogance, and do 
not grant liberty of confcience as a 
favour, but confirm it as a right. And 
in fo doing, we have in point ofjuftice 
exceeded every part of the known 
world. This is the cafe in the pre- 
sent Conflitution of Pennfylvanir, 
and I believe it is nearly the fame 
every where elfe. 

The contention about religious 
freedom has ceafed in Ameika by 
being univerfally and equally eilab- 
lifhed, and every difpute about civil 
freedom will likewife ceafe under the 
fame fove reign cure. 'Tis the in- 
equality ot rights that keeps up con- 
tention. As in religion, ib in civil 
rights, every man naturally /lands 
upon the fame plane, and the in- 
equality of merit and fortune after- 
wards will point out the propriety of 
eiecTions. Merit without fortune 



will be attended with inconvenience^ 
and fortune without merit will be in- 
capable of the duty. The beft.and 
fafeft choice is where they are hand- 
fomely united. There is an extent 
of riches, as well as an extreme 
of poverty, which, by narrowing the, 
circle of a man's acquaintance, lei- 
fens his opportunities of general 
knowledge* The opinions of the 
former will be chiefly drawn from 
books and fpeculation, and thofe of 
the latter from traditionary tales. 
But the man who by fituation is moft 
likely to fleer right, is looked for in 
the practical world. The knowledge 
neceflary for raifing and applying a 
revenue with the greateft eafe is 
drawn from bufinefs. Jt is itfelf 
bufinefs. And that dignity and be- 
nevolence in the fpirit of laws, which 
fcorns to invade or to be invaded, 
being the effect of principle refined 
by education, may be equally fought 
for in the practical or fpeculative cir- 
cle. Two or three lawyers to affift in 
the technical arrangement of the laws, 
and prevent claftring in the parts, is 
highly neceflary ; but as their future 
fupport arifes from defects, they re- 
quire to be looked after, leaft they 
mould introduce them. Lawyer and 
a gentleman are characters but feldom 
in conjunction. When they meet the 
union is highly valuable, and the 
character truly refpectable. But the 
perpetual friction of right and wrong 
in the common practice of the law, 
have a natural tendency to rub off 
thofe fine feelings which fhould dif- 
tinguifh the gentleman. 

There are fome points fo clear and 
definitive in themfelves, that they fuf- 
fer by any attempt to prove them. 
He who mould offer to prove the being 
cf God, would deferve to be turned 
out of company for infulting his 
Maker. Therefore what 1 have or may 
yet offer on the equality of rights, is 
not by way of proof but illuffration. 

I confider freedom as pergonal pro- 
perty. It' dangerous in the hands of 

the 
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the* podr fronl ignorance, it is at leaft 

equally dangerous in the hands of the 
Hch from influence; and if taken 
from the formei* under the pretence 
of fafety, it muft be taken from the 
latter* for the fame reafon, and veiled 
only in thdfe wllich ftand between the 
two; and the difficulty of doing this 
{hews the dangerous injuftice of med- 
dling with it at all, and the riecef- 
fity of leaving it at large. Wherever 
I ufe the words freedom or rights, I 
defire to be underftood to mean a 
per fed* equality of them. Let the 
rich man enjoy his riches, and the 
poor man comfort himfelf in his po- 
verty, but the floor of Freedom is as 
level as water. It can be no other- 
ivife of itfelf, and «u*/7/be no other- 
wife till ruffled by a ftorm. It is 
this broad bafe, this univerfal foun- 
dation, that gives fecurity to all and 
every part of fociety. 

With this definition iriview, Icon- 
fider freedom to be infeparable from 
the man as a man ; but it may be 
finally forfeited in the criminal/ or 
iheexertife of the right may ceafe in 
the fefvant for the time he continues 
fo By fervitude I mean all offices 
or employments in or under the State, 
voluntarily accepted* and to which 
there are profits annexed ; likewifeall 
fervantsin families, becaufe their in- 
tereft is in their mailer, and depend- 
ing upon him in ficknefs and in 
health, and voluntarily withdrawing 
from taxation and public fervice of 
all kinds, they ftand detached by 
choice from the common floor ; but 
the inftant they re-afTume their ori- 
ginal independent character of a many 
and encounter the v/orld in their own 
perfons, they re-poffefs the full fhare 
of freedom appertaining to the cha- 
racter* The conclufion I mean to 
draw is, that no involuntary circuifi- 
ftance or fituation in life can deprive 
a man of freedom. The fuppofition 
of being influenced through poverty, 
Is equally balanced by the fuppofition 
of other mens being influenced 

Vol.- VIII* - 



through connection. We have no 
right to fuch fuppofitions ; and hav- 
ing none, cannot make them a con-* 
ftitutional ground for divifiori. 

By a former (aw of Pennfylvania, 
prior to the fornling the Conftitution, 
it was enjoined, that a man, if re- 
quired, mould fwear or affirm him- 
felf worth fifty pounds currency^ be- 
fore he ftiould be entitled to vote* 
The only end this anfwered was, that 
of tempting men to forfwear them- 
felves. Every man with a cheft of 
tools, a few implements of hufbandry, 
a few fpare cioaths, a bed and a few 
houfhold utenfils^ a few articles for 
fale in a window, or almoft any thing 
elfe he could call or even think his 
own, iuppofed himfelf within th6 
pale of an oath, and made no hesi- 
tation of taking it ; and to {erve the 
particular purpofes of an election day, 
the money has been lent. It is dif- 
graceful that freedom mould be made 
the property of an oath on fuch 
tricing things, which, whether they 
are poffefled or not,- makes fcarce 
any, or no difference, in the value 
of the man to the community. Be- 
fides which, a merchant who has his 
property on the feas* or feated in 
other people's hands, can feldom 
fwear to any worth. He may fup- 
pofe himfelf rich to-day* and at the* 
fame. time be not equal to his debts. 
The prefent Conftitution, therefore* 
wifely rejected this innovating incum- 
brance, and fixed on another de- 
fcription* which I fhall explain when, 
I come to fpeak to the parts of the" 
Conftitution. Property alone cannot 
defend a country againft invading 
enemies. Houfes and laqds cannot 
fight ; iheep and oxen cannot be taught 
the mufket; therefore the defeace* 
muft be perfonal, and that which 
equally unites all, muft be fomething 
equally the property of all, viz. aa 
equal fhare" of freedom, independent 
on the varieties of wealth* and which 
wealth, or the want of it, can neither 
give of take away. To be telling 

L 1 men 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 258 ) 



men of their rights when we want 
their fervice, and of their property 
when the fervice is over, is a mean- 
nefs which, cannot be pofTefled by a 
gentleman. I fpeak this to the ho- 
nour of America. She cannot do it. 
I conclude this paragraph with a re- 
mark, which requires only to be 
looked at in order to be underftood, 
which is, thatallthe former Govern- 
ments on the Continent, from Hamp- 
shire to Georgia, grew flrong and 
populous, in proportion as they were, 
compared with each other,open, free, 
and generous ; from which I infer, 
that the future improvements under 
the new ConftitutionS, will arife in 
the fame manner, and from the fame 
caufes. Allowance is naturally to be 
made for extent of territory. 

There is but one effectual way to 
prevent corruption and party influ- 
ence from operating in elections ; 
which is, by having the number of 
electors too numerous to be reached, 
and compofed, as they naturally will 
be, of men of all conditions, from 
rich to poor. The variety prevents 
combination, and the number ex- 
cludes corruption; therefore any dif- 
tinction of rights which Mens either 
the number or the variety, has a ten- 
dency to enflave a State, and no one 
can tell where ilavery is to end when 
once it begins. 

I am as little fond of drawing ob- 
fervations from England as any man, 
becaufe I know their modes of Go- 
vernment are too wretched and ridi- 
culous for imitation ; but I would' 
here remark, that the bell reprefen- 
tations come from thofe places where 
the electors are moft numerous and 
various, and their word from the 
contrary places. The cry of being 
elected by a mob, is idle and frivo- 
lous ; it is a nick-name which all 
parties give to each other. It means 
no paHLcular clafs of men, but any 
tlafi or number of men acting irre- 
gularly againft the peace, and cannot 
fee applied in any cafe to a legal 



rightful election. I never did, rxsf 
ever would encourage what may pro- 
perly be called a mob, when any 
legal mode of redrefs can be had ; 
but there are evils which civil govern- 
ment cannot reach, and which the 
dread of public refentment only can 
leflen or prevent. Of that kind are 
the prefent fpeculators. But to re- 
turn to my fubject — ■ 

Hitherto I have only considered an 
equality of rights on the fcale of 
common good, I now proceed to 
examine the inequality of rights as a 
private evil, it is well worth ob- 
serving, that all thofe principles and 
maxims, which are unjuft in public 
life, are fo in private life. Juftice 
is one uniform attribute, which ail- 
ing in the man or in the multitude, 
is always the fame, and produces the 
fame confequences. 

The man who to-day propofes to 
regulate freedom by fortune, being 
rich himfelf, little thinks what may 
be his own fate before he dies, or 
that of his children after his death. 
His wealth, when divided among 
them, will lofe the influence it had 
when united in his own perfon. Some 
of them may do well, others moft 
probably will be unfortunate, and 
finking thereby into the excluded 
clafs, become the exiles of a father's 
pride. Theimpoflibility of knowing 
into whofe hands a diflinction of 
rights may fall, mould make men 
afraid to eflablifh them, left in the 
revolutions of fortune, common to a 
trading country, they fhould get into 
the hands of thofe who were intended 
to be excluded, and feverely exer- 
cifed over thofe who were defigned 
to inherit them. Who, fifty or fixty 
years ago, could have predicted who 
fhould be the rich and the poor of 
the prefent day ; and who, looking 
forward to the fame length of time, 
can do it now ? And this reflection 
applied by every man to himfelf, will 
teach him this juft and generous 
motto ; Leave Frttdomfree. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, There are two ways of 

governing mankind. 

Firit, By keeping them ignorant. 
. Secondly, By making them wife. 

The former was and is the cuftom 
of the old world. The latter of the 
new. All the forms of Government 
now in being in the old world, 
bring forward into prefent view 
the ignorance and fuperftition of 
the times in which they were 
ere&ed ; but the fufterers under them, 
by conftantly looking at them, grow 
rather fimiliar to their abfurdities 
than reconciled to them, and impofe 
a filence upon themfeives, which is 
often cbnflrued into confent. It is a 
decided point with me, that Kings 
will go out of Ufhion in the world in 
the Tame manner as conjurors did, 
and were Governments to be now 
eftablifhed in Europe, the form of 
them would not be monarchical. 
The decline of fuperftition, the great 
encreafe and general diffufion ofknow^ 
ledge, and the frequent equalities of 
jnerit in individuals, would render it 
impoflible to decorate any one man 
with the idolatrous honours which 
are expected to be paid to him under 
fhe name of a crowned head. To be 
kneeling to kifs a man's hand, wrapt 
up in flannels with the gout, and 
calling a boy of one and twenty the 
father of his people, could not now 
take place as a new cuftom. We fee, 
know, and feel that thofe things are 
debafmg abfurdities, and could not be 
jnade to iwaliow them or adopt them. 
. I confider a King in England as 
fomething which the Miniftry keep 
to cheat with, in the fame manner 
that wooden gods and conjurors wands 
were kept in time of idolatry and 
fuperftition; and in proportion as 
knowledge is circulated through a 
country, and the minds of the people 
become cleared of ignorance and rub- 
bifh, they will find themfeives rel- 
iefs ana uneafy under any Govern- 
ment fo eftablifhed. This is exactly 
the cafe with the people of England, 



They are not fufficiently ignorant to 
be governed fuperftitioufly, nor yet 
wife enough to be governed rationally ; 
fo that being compleat in neither, 
and equally defective in both, are for 
ever difcontented and hard to be go* 
verned at all. They live in an ufe- 
lefs twilight of political knowledge 
and ignorance, in which they have 
dawn enough to difcover the dark* 
nefs by, and liberty enough to feel 
they are not free; conftantly num- 
bering, without an ability to fleep, 
and waking, without an inclination to 
rife. 

It has been the conftant practice o/' 
the old world to hold up Govern- 
ment to the people as a myftery, and 
of confequence to govern them 
through their ignorance ; and, on the 
contrary, it is the practice of the new 
world, America, to make men as 
wife as poffible, fo that their know- 
ledge being compleat, they may be 
rationally governed. All the confti- 
tutions in America have profefledly 
had this in view, and are conftructed 
to effect this end. The provincial 
difputes about modes and forms will 
have no ill* confequence, but rather a 
good one, if conducted with temper, 
and fupported by proper and juft ar- 
gument. Order and conihncy is the 
natural refult of a well-informed 
judgment, whereas, on the other 
hand, there is no dependence to be 
put on a man, whofe confent to a mea* 
fure is obtained by an impofition on, 
, his ignorance. He uniformly agrees 
with the laft that fpoke to him, and 
furrenders to the next that meets Kim. 
One thing, likewife, at leaft is abfo- 
lutely neccflary, and is the true proof 
of a good citizen, viz. that the fenfe of 
the majority if (J?e governing fenfe, 

I now come to therefolution of the 
AiTembiy, dated November z8, 1778, 
for taking the fenfe of the State on 
the queftionybror againft a Conven- 
tion, after which I (hall proceed to 
the matters propofed therein for con- 
federation. 

Liz It 
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It is to be wlfhed that the queftion 
had been a fimple one, and not in- 
volved With a perfonal election at the 
fame time. It would then have flood 
clear and diftinct, and been deter- 
mined entirely on its own merits. 
The refolution recommends, that on 
the firft of next April, each freeman 
of ttie State (hall give in a ticket, on 
which mall be written his opinion ; 
ihofe who are for a Convention fhall 
write thereon, "for a Convention," 
and thofe who are not for a Conven- 
tion, mall write on theirs, *' aga/nfi 
a Convention" Thus far the reiblu- 
tion is clear, and the bufmefs free 
from embarrafTmen^ But the refo- 
lution Hkewife recommends, that the 
electors fhall at the fame time give in 
other tickets, whereon mall be writ- 
ten the names of perfons to ferve in 
Convention, and the reafon afligned 
h to prevent a fecond trouble, if it 
fhould be the fenfe of the State to 
have a new Convention, 

The firft queftion is on the pro- 
priety of a meafure ; the fecond, the 
choice of perfons. But the connect- 
ing and involving the perfons with 
the meafure, has an indirect influence 
to produce the meafure. Thofe who 
inay be for a Convention will act na- 
turally in voting for the perfons who 
are to cbmpofe it, their tickets being 
only component parts of the fame 
plan ; but thofe who may be againft 
having a Convention, muft feel an 
aukwardnefs in electing one at the 
fame time they vote againft having 
any. Befides which, thofe who may 
think a Convention unnecefTary, and 
would have voted fo had the queftion 
been fimple, may now, from an ap- 
probation of the perfons propofed as 
members, grow indifferent on the 
firft queftion. Jt alfo admits of pro- 
moting the election of a Convention 
through the contrary means, becaufe 
it may be faid, that it is proper to 
have one at any rate, as well to con- 
firm as to alter, which is not the dc- 
fign of the refolution ; for a negative 



vote oh anew Convention is an am>» 
mative one on the prefent Conftitu- 
tion. Therefore the queftion, as I 
humbly conceive, would have ad- 
mitted of an eafier and clearer deter- 
mination had it flood fingle. I would 
likewife remark, that it may with 
fomehave an effect to prevent a Con-? 
vention, as the fhorteft way of getting 
rid uf an involved queftion, which, 
by a mixture of perfons and meafures, 
look full as much like the beginning 
of trouble as the end of it. 

In the former part of my argument 
I endeavoured to fhow, in a fhort and 
concife manner, the wifdom of the 
cpnftitutional moue, and the fecurity 
arifing therefrom. I now fhall fhow 
the great inconvenience attending the 
propofed alteration, and the great 
danger it will produce when efta- 
blifbed. ^ ' , , 

The Executive Council is conipo* 
fed of one Gentleman from each 
county in the State, and I would 
afk, By what means are they to be- 
come acquainted with the qualifica- 
tions of the perfons they are to ap- 
point for JufUces, or to know what 
reputation they bear in the place for 
manners and morality, as well as 
judgment and difcretion ? The Coun- 
cil muft officially and necelTarily takg 
them up upon the fmgle recommen- 
dation of the Counsellor who repre- 
sents that county ; which mode will 
unhappily introduce an intrigue of, 
** If you will ferve my friends % £ 
" will ferve yonr*s ;" and the icttrnei 
diate confequence will be, that one 
man from each county will nominate 
all the Juftices, I think it a great 
honour to thofe who are (tiled Whigs 
of the prefent day, both in govern- 
ment and out, that they, though in 
power, are the people who moft op- 
pofe the growth of it even in their 
own hands. An inftance rarely feen 
and truly noble ; for it is not Go- 
vernment generally, but civil Go- 
vernment which they mean to fup- 
port. 

If 
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If it tfcouM be fa&, that the Coon* 
cil will take other means to know the 
qualifications of perfons before they 
appoint them, I afk, What mnans ? 
For in thefe matters we muft proceed 
upon fomething like certainty, not 
upon fuppofition. We all know how 
unfafe and even treacherous private 
information is, 'In perianal charac- 
ters ; and furely no man, who valued 
the welfare of his country, would wi(h 
to fee a Magiftrate created by a whif- 
per. 

But if the Council are to feek other 
recommendation than that which the 
Counfellor from the county can give 
them, then I aflc, Whether any re- 
commendation can be fofaft, as that 
which comes regularly and publicly 
before them by a ballot of the free- 
holders, as the Conftitution has pro- 
vided ? The choice, as in other elec- 
tions, may, or may not, be the very 
beft ; but this I will venture toaftert, 
that it will never be a had one, and 
the mode always xhtfafeft one. For 
in all thofe matters where no direct 
certainty can be fixed, that line of 
conduct, which has the greattft pro* 
hahility of being right at ali times, 
U the line j which for zftandinv one, 
ought to be taken — To fuppofe men 
capable of electing Members of Af- 
fembly and Members of the Execu- 
tive Council, and to know that the 
fame people have uniformly gone 
through the great work of railing an 
original empire, and oppofing an 
enemy at the fame time, and are now 
daily reinforced by new adherents, 
and to fuppofe them not capable of 
eledtfug two or three gentlemen, out 
of whom the Council is to choofe one 
or two Magiftrates, is fuch zfelo defe, 
fuch afelf-murdering argument, that 
we have a right to queftion the ra- 
tionality of thofe who advance it. It 
ilands npon nothing. It has no foun- 
dation ; but involves thofe who pro- 
pofed it, and thofe k is propofed to, 
under one common fuppofition of 
jidiotifm, and to defend it, is to con* 



firtn both the difgrace and the affront. 
I make no diftindion in this place be- 
tween the too hackneyed and fre- 
quently unmeaning names of Whig 
and Tory ; for as the change in the 
mode of appointing Juftices, is in- 
tended as a (landing one, therefore it 
is defigned to operate when thofe tem- 
porary diftrn&ions fhall ceafe, and 
confequently thecenfure jsuniverfaliy 
parted on all, and the public a ihou- 
fand years hence are fuppofetf to be 
fools. 1 would really be as mild as 
the natureof the argument required, 
my defigri being not to defeat, but to 
convince ; yet there is a ftriking in- 
decency in this paradox that even de- 
mands reproof. 

Next to the danger of private in- 
fmuation, in the new propofed mode 
of appointing Juftices, is the ftifl 
greater danger from them after they 

are fo appointed, Magiftrates 

created by any Government, will 
have a fixed eye on their immediate 
creators, and be too apt to fuppofe 
themfelves created for particular 
purpofes, inflead of equal juftice, and 
in time be naturally inclined to con- 
fider Government as a diftinct party 
in the State. Do the gentlemen who 
brought the new propofals into the 
Aflembly (and to which propofals the 
conftitutional part of the Aflembly 
yielded to for quiet fake, fubmitting 
thereby the propriety of them to the 
fenfe of the public) do thefe gentle- 
men, I fay, confider how many quef- 
tions of right or property, in which 
Government muft neceflarily appear 
as a party, will, on the opening of 
trade, naturally come before the Ma- 
giftrates ? Do they confider how 
many difputes about revenue, whether 
of excife, cuftoms, or other taxes, 
will, or may hereafter fall within the 
jurifJiclion of a Court of Juttices; 
and would they be founwife as to in- 
veft the party neceflarily intereflei 
with the power of appointing the 
Judge? Surely not. And do thofe 
gentlemen likewife fee how nicely 
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and wifely the Conftitution has pro- 

Tided againft thofe things by placing 
the Magiftrate fo, that he ftiall feel 
at his creation no partial bias, and 
neither be tempted to favour licen- 
tioufnefs for popular applaufe, nor to 
promote an encreafe ot power from 
hopes of intereft. 

We are neceflarily obliged to have 
the Judges of the Supreme Court 
appointed by the Executive Council, 
becaufe they being Judges for the 
whole itate, there is no other prac- 
ticable method, and it is likewifeone 
•f thofe exercifes of delegated power/ 
for which the Reprefentative body of 
Counfellors is chofen. The propriety 
is founded on neceffity, and the right 
in reprefentation. But neither of 
thefe take place in the cafe of coun- 
ty Magiilrates ; for, in the firft in- 
fiance, there is no neceifity ; and in 
the fecond, there is no adequate re- 
prefentation ; the Council from each 
county being but one. Therefore 
to inveft him or them feparately or 
collectively, with more official difcre- 
tionary power than the convenience 
of civil Government requires, would 
be to transform them from Reprefen- 
tatives into Minifters, and to baftar- 
dize a Republic by the intrigues of a 
Court. — I fometimes think that the 
gentlemen who oppofed the Confti- 
tution are not conftitutionally in ear- 
nest, and feel an inclination to be- 
lieve, that they .ftarted Avithout a 
thought, and, in the paffion of the 
race, miftook heat for judgment. 
That the difpute has been an unfor- 
tunate one, is without a doubt; for 
had half the vigour been exerted to 
fave the city, that has been fpent to 
overturn the Conftitution, the ene- 
my, I fincerely believe, had never 
been in it. The people were loft in 
a wildernefsof unserviceable pafiions, 
and having confidence in nobody, 
felt no inclination to unite. One 
gentleman at lcaft made a merit of 
refilling to ierve his diftrcfled coun- 
try, as a General of the Militia, be- 



caufe his fancy*in the ConfHtution, 
even before the fenfe of the people 
could be known, was not immedi- 
ately gratified, and the excufe af- 
forded to many a convenient fhelter 
from actual fervicc. I am furprized 
that Government flraggled through 
fo well as it did, confidering how 
great was the defertion, and how ci- 
vil the pretence. There were others, 
and I mention it with refpect, who 
quitting private opinion for public 
good, continued, and in fome in* 
ilances encreafed their fervice. 

Returning from th ; s digreflion, I 
take up again the appointment of the 
civil Magiflrate. It is an impoN 
tant point, and that not as a matter 
of debate (for I am fully perfuaded 
that thofe who propofed the altera- 
tion cannot make their ground good 
upon it) but it is important in uielf, 
being the channel through which the 
exercife of the laws circulate upon a 
country ; therefore, every argument 
which fhows the importance of ihe 
office to fociety, proves the danger of 
the new propofed method of appoint- 
ment. — Here the propofers, and my- 
felf, draw to a clofe line, and they 
will naturally perceive that my inten- 
tion is to take their ground from 
them, and to erect the conftitutional 
mode on the very reafons which they 
advance againft it. They fay that 
the office is important, and therefore 
the power of felecting fit perfow 
ought to be inverted in the Govern- 
ment. I likewife fay, that the office 
is important, and therefore ought not 
to be made a Government appoint* 
ment ; for it is not its importance 
only, but the nature of its importance 
which we are moil to confider. It y 
not an office which requires a pecu- 
liarity of genius or acquired accom- 
plifhments to fill, and which the pubr 
lie, confidered as a public, may not 
be fuppofed to underfland ; that is, 
it is rjot the office of a ^rofeflbr pf 
Natural Philofophy, or of Mathema- 
tics, or of any branch of the arts or 
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(ciences, oroflanguages ; but it is a 
civil office, an office of truft and ho- 
nour, an office of decifion, arbitra- 
tion or compromifc, between neigh- 
bours differing with each other, and 
between the claims of the State upon 
the individual, and the individual 
upon the State. It is eftablifhed with 
a defign to prevent frivolous and 
vexatious law-fuits, by healing dis- 
putes in the firft inftance ; to fecure 
property from invafion, and freedom 
from pppreffion ; to give relief with- 
out the terror of expence, and admi- 
nifter juftice from a goodnefs of 
heart : therefore, it requires thofe 
very kind of qualifications in which 
the judgment of the public, as a 
public, is fuppofed to be the moft 
compleat ; and this leads me to con- 
ilder what the neceiTary qualifications 
in a Magiftrate are. 

He ought to be neither proud, 
paflionate, or given to drink ; eafy of 
accefs, and ferenely affable in his de- 
portment. Patient enough to hear a 
tale of wretchednefs, and wife enough 
todifcover invention from fafh He 
ought to underftand the laws, not for 
practice like a lawyer, but for advice 
like a friend, or for decifion like a 
Judge, and to be neither fubtile in 
his refinements, norobfeurein J^is de- 
finitions. He ought to be a man of 
application, as well as knowledge; 
and of found, rather than of fine 
fenfe. He is to be the ufeful, rather 
than the mining man, and to confider 
himfelf more, like a phyfician to re- 
cover than the furgeon to cut off. 
He ought to have fortitude enough to 
be neither fafcinated by fplendor, 
nor womanifhly affe&ed by a me- 
lancholy tale ; and is always to re- 
member, that he is to decide on cafes, 
not on perfons. Now, there is no- 
thing in this collection that is either 
intricate or extraordinary, but is com- 
pofed of thofe vifible materials, 
which the generality of men are known 
either to have or to want. Therefore, 
the private character quickly becomes 



a public one, and is eafily known, 
three parts of it being made up from 
the good man, and the reft from the 
wife one. 

I confefs myfejf quite at a lofs to 
difcover by what ideas the gentlemen 
are led who propofed the alteration. 
That they are unwifely making a rod 
for themfelves and their heirs, is, to 
me, as clear as light ; for, furely, no 
man, unlefs he fought to make a 
trade of Government, would wifh to 
arm it with powers that might be af- 
terwards fecretly exercifed over him 
as art individual. The experience of 
all the world is againft their policy. 
Every inftance of the kind has proved 
that Government Magiftrates will, 
in the line of their office, become Go- 
vernment men. It is neceflary that 
every State, for the convenience of 
bufinefs, mould have a law-officer of 
its own ; but it would be the height 
of imprudence, to make every Magi- 
ftrate an Attorney-general. It is 
needlefs to fay that the rotation in the 
Executive Council by frequent elec- 
tions, makes this fufpicion unnecef- 
fary. The Magiftrate, fo appointed, 
would know no change; the power, 
though not the perfons that made 
him, would be always in being ; he 
would officially become the humble 
fcrvant of every fucceeding Council, 
and the Council would in turn, pof- 
fefs him by a kind of heirfhip ; his 
intereft would be to pleafe, and their 
pleafure would become the line of his 
conduct. . Surely, no man who wifhed 
to live comfortably on his plantation, 
reputably on his trade, or indepen- 
dently on his fortune, would wifh to 
fee a Magiftrate {o created and fo cir- 
cumftanced. ' 

If we ever caft our eyes towards 
England, it ought to be rather to 
take warning by, than example* 
Their county Magiftrates arc created 
in the fame manner which the new 
method propofes, and the confequence 
is, that they are, in general, the 
bears of the country and the fpaniels 
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of the Government, ft is a frfquent 
recommendation to the letting of a 
farm, that there is neither a Peer nor 
a Juftice in the neighbourhood, and 
this diXlike ariies from that irtfuffer- 
able infolence, which their mode of 
creation gives them. The moll, and 
aim oft the only, refpe&able Magi- 
ftrate in England is the Lord Mayor 
of the city of London* and he comes 
into office very nearly in the lame 
manner which the Conftitutton has 
provided in the cafe of Juftices* 
The Livery, that is the freemen of the 
city of London, choofe twoperfons, 
out of which the Court of Aldermen 
fele& one, who is afterwards pre- 
fented to the Executive power at St. 
James's for approbation ; and what, 
I afk, would the Livery of London 
think, if any party of men mould 
propofe to have the choice of their 
city Magistrate taken out of their 
hands, and vefted folely in him whom 
they call a King? Good Heaven, 
What would they not think I And 
what would they not do to prevent it ! 
For to do them jodice, they feem to 
be almoft the only fpirited. body of 
men in the nation. 

I feel aftiamed to argue this point 
any longer. It feems like fighting, 
not againft a windmill, but a butter- 
fly ; and fhall therefore conclude with 
remarking on the fuppofed caufes 
which betrayed the pfopofers into 
fuch an unwife, and unconitkutiortal 
a propofaL 

How far the prefent Magiftfacy 
may be compared with that under 
the Proprietary Government, I will 
hot undertake to be particular in, 
becaufe I am not fond of inveftigat- 
ing perfonal matters j otherwife I 
could (Sow inftances wherein the for- 
mer was not only improper, but in^ 
decent and fcandalous. 

Perhaps fome of our prefent Magi- 
flrates are/not the beft qualified ; arid 
that will ever be the cafe, in any 



mode of electing or appointing, either 
them, or any other officers ; yet we 
have this relief, that they are re- 
moveable for mifconduct, whenever it 
(hall be fuffiriently proved. But this 
fuppofed deficiency in the choice of 
the man, neither was, nor is,- the 
fault of the Conftituti >n, neither was 
it the fault of thofe who voted, but of 
thofe who did wrvote. If men from 
indojence, or fractioufnefs of temper, 
Of a temporary fear of electing or be- 
ing elected, or from any other caufe, 
will neglect theexercife of their own 
rights, and perfuade others into the 
fame omihlon, they can have nojuft 
caufe afterwards to quarrel with the 
confequences, but with themfelves^ 
Neither do I know any deficiency in 
the prefent Magiftracy equal to the 
wtfaknefs of judgment ftiown by the 
Oppofition ; for admitting, that the 
choice might have been better, yet 
th< remedy which they have recom- 
mended is like cutting off a leg to 
cure a corn, and propoling to fet the' 
example themfelves. This being the 
cafe, we have no right to wonder at 
the lamenefs of their judgment, or 
the flacknefs of their progrefs ; for 
who that is found and in his fenfes, 
would enlift into a party where the ne- 
ceffkry qualification is a defect. If 
the gentlemen choofe to be cripples, 
and that not in the defence of liberty, 
but againft it, they are welcome to 
the honour. It is perhaps a new law 
in heraldry, that thofe who invented 
their own arms* mould have but one 
leg* 

I here clofe my arguments for con- 
tinuing the constitutional mode for 
electing and appointing Juftices, in 
preference to the propofed febeme of 
inveftingthat power in the Executive 
Council ; and, in fo doing, I think it 
is vifible, and wifh it to be generally 
underftood, that 1 have not (upported 
a party for the fake of a party, but a 
public right for a public good* 
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Forth* REMEMBRANCER. 

¥he King cf France* s Declaration con* 

cerningthe Infurance, 
Given at Fer failles the xytb Auguft, 
1 779* an <t regiftered in Parliament 
the 6th September, 1779. 
Louis, by the Graceof God, Kingpf 
France and of Navarre : — To all thofe 
who fhall fee thefe prefents, greeting: 
The in Turing of fhips, goods and 
merchandizes from Iofles at fea, con- 
tributes advantageoufly to the ex- 
tenfion of commerce, by multiplying 
the fums ufually employed therein, 
and forms in itfelf a new branch 
cf commerce, wherein the rifles by 
being divided, improve the activity 
of individuals, ana prevent many in- 
conveniencies. It has always deferved 
the protection of the laws, which fe- 
ture the mutual confidence to each of 
the contracting parties, by heceflkry 
claufes in the contracts or policies of 
infurance, and leave them at the fame 
time at liberty to infert whatever 
conditions they- are willing to agree 
upon. Thefe are the difpofiuons 
of the ordinance publiihed in the 
month of Auguft, 1681, the wifdom 
whereof has been universally acknow- 
ledged ; but the time, wherein it ap- 
peared, was little more than the in- 
fancy of a reviving commerce. Ex- 
perience, during a century, hath 
difcovered new facts, againft which 
the faid ordinance has made no pro- 
vision ; the ordinary variations in 
commerce have therefore required 
more elearnefs in fome of its difpofi- 
tions, as the perfonal intereft, by en- 
deavouring to avoid the execution of 
the law, has been productive of many 
• abtffes. In providing againft thefe in- 
Conveniencies,wefhali give new proofs 
of our protection to the commerce in 
general; And for thefe reafous, and 
others known unto us, by and with 
the advice of our Council, and from 
our certain knowledge, full power 
and royal authority, we have faid, 
cleclared and ordained, and by thefe 
terefents, figned by us, do fay, de- 
f Vol. VI|I v 



dare and ordain, and art pleafcd to 

will* as follows : 

Art. I. No trading, fhip or veflel 
whatever fhall henceforth take in any 
goods or merchandize in any port of 
our dominions, before it is proved 
that the faid veflel is properly fit for 
fea, Efficiently armed and provided 
with all neceflary (lores, in propor- 
tion to the fize of the fhip, and the 
length of her intended voyage. To 
this effect all veflels fhall be infpected 
by a captain, or officer of a fhip, a 
fhip-builder and the fhip-wright of 
the port, or in want of fuch, by three 
other perfons properly qualified, and 
officially appointed by the officers of 
the Admiralty, who, in the prefence 
of the two principal officers of the 
veflel, fhall draw up an account of her 
condition, (lores, &c. in the form of 
a fchedule ; which faid fchedule fhaU 
be figned by the faid officers of the 
veflel, as well as by the three perfons 
appointed to infpect the fame, and 
after having been duly prefented and 
certified by one of the officers of the 
Admiralty, fhall remain on board the 
faid veflel, annexed to the clearance 
ordained under the article of clear- 
ances in the ordinance of 1681, and 
which faid clearance fhall not be 
deemed valid, without the faid fche- 
dule being annexed thereto. 

Art. II. The officers of the veflel, 
as well as the infpectors appointed 
by the judge, fhall digefl the faid 
fchedule without delay. And we 
hereby command them to proceed 
therein with all poffible exactitude 
and fidelity, upon pain, on the part 
of the officers of the vefTel, of being 
fufpended for the term of two years, 
or for ever, if there be reafon for it ; 
and on the part of the infpectors, of 
forfeiting the fum cf 300 livres each; 
provided always, that extraordinary 
proceedings may be had thereupon, 
if the cafe requires it. 

Art. III. Whenever a fhip fhaU 
be ready to take in her cargo on re- 
turn, fhe fhall be firit re-exaraihed in 
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the feme form, and by pcr&ns of the 
fame qualification, as thofe mentioned 
above j and then the officers of the 
fhip mail produce the fchedule exe- 
cuted in the port from whence (he 
failed, in order to be verified, and 
to afcertain the average which may 
have happened during the courfe of 
the voyage, cither from accidents at 
fea, or from a defect in the (hip. 
And as to privateers, or cruifing 
veflels, or mips trading to the Archi- 
pelago, and the feapcrts on the Le- 
vant, the proprietors, captains, or 
mates, (hall not be obliged to have 
their (hips re-examined until one- 
year and one day after the date of 
their firft fchedule. 

Art. IV. In cafe a (hip mould, 
by misfortune at fea, be rendered un- 
fit to continue her voyage, and be 
condemned in confequence thereof, 
the infured may recover the damage of 
the infurer, on delivering up the body 
and keel, rigging and other (lores of 
the faid (hip, conformable to the dif- 
pofitions of the ordinance of the 
month of Auguft 1681. But the infur- 
ed (hall not be admitted to claim fuch 
damages without producing the fche- 
dule, as ordered in the Articles I. and 
III. of this prefent declaration. 
■*. Art.V. ^either (hall the infured 
be admitted to claim payment for a 
(hip that is (handed, if the faid (hip 
being got off, either by her own 
crew, or by other afliftance, hath con- 
tinued her voyage to the place of her 
deftination ; but they (hall be intitled 
to all the expences occafioned by fuch 
accident, as alfo to the average, as 
well on the (hip as on her cargo. 

Art. VI. The freight already 

fained, being infured, ihall not be 
eemed a part of the damages re- 
coverable of the infurers, unlefs it is 
exprefsly mentioned in the policy of 
infurance ; but the freight not yet 
gained, (hall belong to the infurers, 
and fha!l be deemed a part of the 
damages fuftained, unlefs there he a 
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claufe to the contrary in the policy of 
infurance; provided however, that 
nothing here ordered (hall be deemed 
any ways prejudicial to the wages of 
the (hips crew, or to contracts of 
general adventures, in regard to 
which the difpofitions of the ordi- 
nance of the month of Auguft, 1681, 
(hall be executed, according to their 
form and tenor. 

Art* VII. When a (hip has been 
condemned as unfit to proceed on 
her voyage, the infured of any part, 
or the whole of her cargo, (ha\l be 
obliged to figuify the fame, without 
delay, to the infurers, who, as well 
as the infured, (hall ufe all poffibie 
diligence to procure another veflel, 
in order to tranfport the faid goods 
and merchandize to the place of their 
deftination. 

Art. VIII. In cafe that no veflel 
can be procured to carry the fai4 
goods to the place of their deftination, 
within the time allowed in the ar- 
ticles XLIX. and L. of the ordinance 
of the month of Augult, 1 68 1 ,, under 
the title of infurance,' the infurecj 
(hall be intitled to the amount of their 
infurance, by conforming themfelves 
to the difpofitions of the faid ordi. 
nance. 

Art, IX. In cafe that the faid 
goods are (hipped on board of another 
veiTel, the infurers (hall run the rifles 
of the faid goods until they are fafely 
landed at the place of their deftina r 
tion j and they (hall moreover be ac- 
countable to the infured for ail ave- 
rage upon the faid goods, as alfo for 
all expences incurred in faving, ihip- 
. ing, houfmg, and re-(hiping the 
fame, together with all duties that 
may have been paid, and the ad ? 
ditionaj freight, if there be any. 

Art. X. In fuch a caie, where 
the (hip and her cargo (hall be in* 
fured in one and the fame policy of 
infurance, and for one fingle fum, 
the faid fum fo infured (hall be di, 
vided between the (hip and the cargo, 
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ih proportion trf the evaluations of 
the one and the other, if they are 
mentioned in the policy of infurance; 
. but if they are not mentioned, the 
Value of the (hip fliall be afcertained 
by perforis properly qualified, after 
the fchedule taken on examining the 
ihip, and the account of the owners 
texpences for fitting her out ; and the 
value of the cargo, according to the 
difpofitions of the ordinance 6f 1681, 
concerning the evaluation of fhips 
cargoes. 

Art. XL AH efFecls, whereof 
the price (hall be mentioned in the 
'policy of infurance in foreign coin, 
tor fuch as is not current in the in- 
terior part of our kingdom, and 
whereof the numerical value is fixed 
by oUr edidls, (hall be valued at the 
price, as the ftipulated money may 
amount to ih livres Toumois. And 
we hereby ftriclly enjoin and forbid 
'every one, not to make any other 
ltipulation, contrary to this, upon pain 
of nullity. 

Art, XII. All our former ordi- 
nances, edicts, declarations, letters 
patents, a£b and regulations, (hall 
remain in their full force and be exe- 
cuted in all that is not contrary to 
the difpofitions of this prefent decla- 
ration. We therefore hereby enjoin 
our beloved and trufly counfellors 
and others, holding our Court of Par- 
liament at Paris, to caufe thefe pre- 
fents to be read, publiflied and 
regiftered, even in time of vacation, 
and the contents thereof to be kept, 
'obferved and executed, any thing to 
the contrary notwithftanding : For 
thw is our pleafure. In witnefs 
'whereof, we have caufed our feal to 
be fet to thefe prefents. Given at 
Vetfailles the feventeenth day of 
Auguft, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-nine, being the fixth of our 
reign. 

Signed Louis. 

And lower : By his Majefty's com. 
maud, Amslot. 
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And fealed with the great feal and 
yellow wax. 

Regifiered, and beard, at the requU 
fition of the King** Attorney General, 
to he executed according to its form 
and tenor ; and altefted copies fent f 
all bailliwicks, court i of fenefchal's 
and Admiralties of this jurifdiQion, f 
he there read, fuhlijhed and regif 
tered: enjoining all fubftitutes of the 
King't Attorney General to fee the 
fame duly executed, and to acquaint 
the court thereof within one month, 
according to the acl of this day. 
Given at Paris, in Parliament, ull 
the Grand Chamhre and Tournelle 
meeting, the fixth day of September, 
one thouj and/even hundred and feventy* 
nine* 

Signed, Lebrit. 
' - 

Philadelphia, March 13. 
Head-quarters, Mid die brook, March 8, 

'779* 

Sir, 

I herewith tranfmit your Excel- 
lency an extract of a letter from 
Major-general Putnam, containing 
an account of the incurfion of the 
enemy to Horfeneck, which I men* 
tioned in my la(L 

I alfo inclofe you a return of th« 
priforiers we have taken from the 
enemy in their retreat. 

With great refpecV I have the 
honour to be your Excellency's 
obedient and mod humble fervant, 
G, Washinotom. 

His Excellency John Jay, Efq. 



Extrael of a letter from Major-general 
Putnam, dated Camp, at Reading, 
March z, 1779. 

• c A detachment from the enemy 
at Kinglbridge, confifting of the 17th, 
44th, and 57th Britifh regiments, 
one of Hefiian, and two of New 
Levies, marched from their lines for 
Horfeneck, on the evening of the 
25th ult. with an intention of fur- 
prizing the troops at that place, and 
dettroying the falt-works. 

M m 2 *' A 
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" A Captain and thirty men were 
fent from our advanced lines at Horfe- 
jieck as a fcout, who difcovered the 
enemy at Hew Rochelle in their ad- 
vance. They retired before them 
undiscovered as far as Ryeneck, 
where it growing light, the enemy 
pbferved and attacked them. They 
defended themfelves as well at pof- 
fible, and made their way good to 
Sawpits, where they took the ad- 
vantage of a commanding piece of 
Kund, and made feme little Hand ; 
the fuperior force of the enemy 
obliged them to retire over Byruin 
Bridge, which they took up, and by 



fait works, a finalj flpop and 
were on their return.. The 
commanding the Continental troops! 
Rationed at Horfeneck, fmftook toy 
orders, and went much farther thaa 
I intended, lb that he could not come 
up with them to any advantage. I 
however ordered the few troops that 
came from Stanford to purfue them, 
thinking they might have an oppor- 
tunity to pick up fqnae ftragglers. In 
this I was not miftaken, as your 
Excellency will fee by the inclofcct 
lift of prifoners. ReJides thefe, eight 
or. nine more were taken' and {eat 
off, fo that I cannot tell the particu- 



that means had an opportunity of lar regiments to which they oelpng. 

reaching Horieneck in fafety. ~ 

" As I was there myfelf to fee the 

fitnation of the guards, I had the 

troops formed on a hill by the meet- 

ing-houfe, ready to receive the enemy 

as they advanced. They came on 

brifkly, and I Toon difcovered that 

their defign was to turn our flanks, 

and poffefs themfelves of a deiile in 

ftur rear, which would effectually 

prevent our retreat. I therefore 

ordered parties out on both flataks, 

with direction to give me information 

of their approach, that we might 

retire in feaibn. In the mean time 

a cojumn advanced up the main rpad, 

where the remainder of the troops 

{amounting only to fixty) were polled. 

We difcharged fome old field pieces, 

which were there, few times, and 
.rave them a fmaJJ fire of mufketry, 

DUt without any confiderable effect ; 

the fuperior force'of the enemy foon 
obliged our fraall detachment to 
abandon the place. 

-" I therefore directed the troops to 
retire and form on a hill a little 
diftance from Horfeneck, while I 
proceeded to Stanford," and collected 
a body of militia and a few Conti- 
nental troops that were there, which 
I. returned immediately, and found 
that the enemy (after plundering the 
inhabitants of the principal part of 
their effects, and deiiroying a few 



One ammunition and one baggage 
waggon were alfo taken. In the for- 
mer there were about £vo hundred 
rounds ofcannifter, grape, and round 
ihot, fuited to three-pounders, fome 
flow match, and about two hundred 
tubes ; the latter was filled with 
plunder, which I had the fatisfaction 
of reltoring to the inhabitants from 
whom it was taken. As I hayrnci 
yet got a return, I cannot tell exactly 
the number we loft, though I don't 
think more than ten foldiers, and 
about that number of inhabitants, 
but a few of which were in arms. 

*'. Lift of prifoners taken at Horfe- 
neck the 26th ult. j 7th regiment, 
x 5 privates. — 44th ditto, 5 privates. 
— 57 th ditto, 3 privates. — Loyal 
American regiment, 5.— Emmerick*s 
corps, 3. — Firft battalion of artillery, 
1. — Pioneers, 1. Totalis. 

" N. B. Seven deferters froni 
Emmerick's corps." 

Publifhed by order of Congrefs. ' 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Boftony April 15. 
The following account of the at- 
tempt of the enemy upon Falmouth, 
in the county of Barnftable, and their 
repulfe by the militia, is authentic : 
Falmouth, $th April* 1779. 
Friday, April ad, in the afternoon, 
Major Dimock of this town was in- 
' formed, 
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fcrnied, that about ioor 12 veflels 
Were feen in die found fleering this 
way ; fuppofed with defign of plun- 
dering and deftroying this town : he 
hnmediately fent exprefles to Sand- 
wich and Barn ftable for the militia 
to come to their affiflance. Col. Free- 
man with Captains "Fiih and Swift, 
of Sandwich, and their companies 
arrived here that night and Saturday 
morning. It being then very foggy, 
part of the enemy's fleet appeared off 
Wood's Hole, to which a party of 
the militia were ordered and polled 
there : foon after, the fog cleared 
©IF, and fevcral of the veflels appear- 
ed againft the town, near a low level 
piece of ground that extended from 
the fhore quite to the houfes ; there 
had been a fmall entrenchment made 
fome years ago, upon the edge pf the 
fceech, which yet remained. Col 
Freeman marched the remainder of 
the men down to the fhore, porting 
about 50 in faid intrenchmenr, and 
about 30 at about 130 rods diftance, 
being the moft convenient places for 
the enemy to land ; about half part 
eleven they formed their fleet, con- 
fining of two fchooners and eight 
floops, into a line, againft the two 
pofts, and commenced a very warm 
fire on our people, with cannon-ball, 
double headed fhot, bars of iron, 
grape fhot, and fmall arms, and 
manned their boats, about ten in 
number, with about 220 men, leav- 
ing to appearance, near double the 
number on board, and made various 
attempts to land, in feveral places, 
keeping up a constant fire upon our 
people from half part 11 A. M. till 
half part $ P. M. Col. Freeman and 
Major Dimock, with about 50 men 
defended the intrenchment, and re- 
peatedly challenged them (being 
within call) to land, which they durlt 
not attempt. Our people till now 
had generally referved their Are, but 
being ordered to fire on their fleet, 
they foon moved further off into the 
Sound, where they remained quiet 



till next morning : a party of theirt, 
in their boats, attempted to land at" 
Woods Hole, but about 30 of our 1 
men ported ^here gave them a warm 
bte which foon drove them off, and* 
the boats went to Nonnamefet, an 
ifland near Wood's Hole, where the <i 
landed and killed the few fheep 
cows, and hogs the enemy had before 
left, and threatened to kill the family 
that lived there, becaufe they faid the 

d d "bels had been killing them • 

they had two wounded men with" 
them. Our people being about to 
go upon thfc ifland, they retreated 
precipitately to their boats, carrying 
oft only one hog and half a cow thai 
calved the day before. They en 
quired of the ifland's people our num- 
bers, and faid the rebels foueht like 

devil, The next day (April 4 th) a 
little after fun rife, they fired again 
from the veflels to drive us from the 
entrenchment, and our people return- 
ed them a warm fire with their final! 
arms for a few minutes, upon which 
they put off for Holmes's Hole. This 
morning (Monday the 5th) one arm- 
ed veflel proceeded to Nonnamefet 
Ifland, and fent off a boat to Mt-the 
provifions they had killed and left- 
there ; but a party of our people got 
there before them, and prevented their 
andmg ; and fome boats of ours hid 
like to have cut them off from the 
floop: upon her getting to the flobp, 
fte hailed to join the fleet, which 
then made fail for Nantucket, as they 
fold.— A boat landed on Martha's 
Vineyard, where they fhot a few cat. 
tie, fheep, and hogs, which they car- 
ned off, paying for two Iheep only. 
They told the vineyard people they 
had fent one floop to Rhode Ifland. 
with cowards who had refufed to fiVht 
but probable the wounded. The 
party confided of Tories. Some of 
them were known to have gone from 
this State. The commander was faid 
to be one Winflow ; the fecond in 
command-one Leonard. They fired ' 
on Saturday about 500 cannon. Had 

the 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( **« ) 



the intrcnchmcat been given up, the 
town could not have been fared ; their 
number on Saturday being much fupe- 
-fior to ours, and no men came to rein- 
force the Sandwich and Falmouth men, 
till the firing was over en Saturday. 
Col. Freeman and Major Dimock, 
With their officers and men, behaved 
with the greateft prudence, refojution 
and bravery. And we hope thefe bafe 
enemies of our country will be deter- 
red from future attempts on this town. 

By fun dry ferfons of veracity, nvho 

arrived here laft Sunday evening 

from Nantucket^ ive have the fol- 

. lowing account of a defcent made on 

that Ifland f by a party of the enemy, 

Jfyled, " loyal refugees," after 

their enterprise at Falmouth, as 

. mentioned above* vise* 

That nine fail of armed veflels ar- 
rived there on Monday lad at four 
o'clock in the afternoon, from New- 
port, but lait from Falmouth ; upon 
which the inhabitants fent off a boat 
to know what demands they had, or 
what their bufinefs was : they were 
told, that they were come after the 
property of the rebellious fubjefts of 
America, mentioned among others, 
Thomas Jenkins and Timothy Fitch* 
They immediately landed near 200 
men, and entered the town with fixed 
bayonets and drawn fwords ; filled 
themfelves Loyal Refugees (Royal 
Sheep ileelen it mould be) and pre- 
tended to act under comnuifion from 
the Commander in Chief of the Bri- 
ti£> forces at Newport. They im- 
mediately began to break open and 
plunder the itorcs, warehoufes, &c* 
iirit that of Mr. Thomas Jenkins, 
which they cleared of a great (juan- 
lltv °f. goods, 260 barrels of oil, 
aooo. weight whalebone ; and ftript 
it of every thing, even to fome chaik 
and an old grinitone ; broke, open a 
number of other ftores, took a large 
quantity of oil, molafles, i'ugar, coffee, 
and all kinds of goods that iell in 
their way, 30 Or 40 fuits of 'fails, 
with anchors, cables, towlines, great 



quaritities of cordage, rigging,' &4. 
aJfo the whole craft and proviiioni 
they, came acrofs. A hundred an4 
fifty men or more were employed 
from 4 P. M. on Monday tp 6 next 
morning, in plundering, Infulting, 
and abusing the inhabitants ; com- 
pelling them to' truck down to their 
veflels what they had taken from them* 
They owned they had been to Fat.. 
mouth, (in the county of Barnftable} 
that they intended to have landed ; 
but after proceeding with trkir boats 
along fhore, they found no place fo 
convenient to land as that they firil 
pvopofed (where a party of our people 
were placed) and made fail and came 
in more, especially with two veJTels 
full of men .determined at all hazards 
to land ; but as they got near in 
fhore, the rebels, who lay in ambuJh, 
rofe and fired upon them, and killed 
1 5 and wounded 20 more, whom they 
fent off in a floop to Rhode Ifland ; 
that Edward Window (formerly of 
Plymouth) was commanding officer 
when at Falmouth, but being wound- 
ed by a ball through the breaft, was 
gone to Newport in faid veffel ; this 
was told by the fentries, although 
George Leonard, (formerly of Boiloa, 
miller) pretended that he was gone 
to Rhode Ifland with the gout in his 
ftomach. This Leonard being next 
in command to Winflow took the 
command at Nantucket, and Pelham 
Winflow (formerly of Plymouth) was 
next to him, after Edward Winflow 
was wounded; one Murray of Rut- 
land, was the third in command. 

Ther« were with them, who were 
knowp befides, two of Brigadier Rug- 
gles's fons, of Hard wick ; a Fofler, 
late belonging to Plymouth, one 
Upham (fuppofed Major Upham, of 
Brookfield) Eldad Tupper, Lemuel 
Bourn, and Samuel Perry, late of 
Sandwich ; a William Shearmon, 
and a Toby, of Rochefler ; Hicks, 
the printer, late of Bofton ; a Bardin, 
Chriftopher.Hargil, a Sloacum, and 
two Siftbne, of Newport. 

They at laft were told that a 20 

gun 
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nn (hip and a privateer of the Ame- 
ricans Were coming to take them, and 
being told the people would not bear 
with them four hours longer, they 
retreated precipitately, carrying moft 
of what they had plundered, . but 
leaving- fome loaded carts which they 
could not ftay to take with them — >. 
carried off two brigs, with their car- 
goes, bound to the Weft Indies, and 
two or three fchooners, and a large 
number of boats ; fome things they 
could* not carry off they deltroyed. 
They told the people they mould 
come again very foon, and if they 
abufed thofe who were friendly to 
them, they would chaftife them ; 
that they intended to attack Falmouth 
again in a fortnight. 

Some of our people who were on 
die fpot, obferved Doctor Tupper 
rtry bufy with them, and they Diowed 
great partiality of friendihip to their 
brother Tories. 

From the above account, compar- 
ed with, what they owned at Nonna- 
mefet and the Vineyard, we have 
reafon to think Colonel Freeman, and 
the brave men under his command, 
gave the poor rafcals a decent drub- 
bing. 

V 

fbe following Proclamation of the 
ajfociattd Refugees front the different 
parts of this State, which one of 
them in their great hurry left be- 
hind t jhrws in the chareft light the 
malignity of the whole herd of 
> Tories, and the impolicy of admit* 
ting any of them to return, or to re- 
main among us-*-aud it is hoped the 
real eftates of our inveterate ab- 
• fentees nmll foon he fold in this State, 
as they have been in the neighbour- 
ing States, nofwithftanding many 
of them have 'been lately leafed Jor 
ajbort term. 

To further in fome degree the 
Service of our moft gracious Sovereign, 
and to afford the means by which the 
greatly injured people redrefs them- 
selves* hi* Excellency the Comman- 



) 

der in Chief has, at the rgqueft of a 
number of Loyal Refugees, permitted 
them to affociate and embody them* 
felves under proper officers, duly ap- 
pointed and commiffioned, and to 
retaliate upon and make reprifal 
againft the inhabitants of the feveral 
Provinces in America, in actual re- 
bellion againft their Sovereign, the 
aflbciated Refugees now think proper 
to declare in the moft public manner, 
the reafons which nave induced them 
to engage in this bufinefe. 

And firft they call God to witnefs, 
and they truft their future conduct 
will prove, that they are not actuated 
by any deiign to prolong the horrors 
of war, or to increafe the miferies of 
their country ; but on the contrary, 
they do moft fincerely and cordially 
wifh to fee it again flourifhing and 
profperous, emancipated from Roman 
Catholic leagues, and freed from the 
intolerable tyranny of Congrefs and 
committee men. 

Impreffed with a due fenfe of loyal- 
ty to the beft of Kings, and tully 
convinced of the mildnefs and be- 
nignity of the Britifh Government, 
thefe aflbciators gave ho credence to 
the many wicked fuggeftions artfully 
propagated by the leaders of the peo- 
ple, to excite them to overturn the 
eftablilhed Governments and to raife 
a civil war, but always confidered the 
authors of thofe fuggeftions. as the 
real enemies of the country :— For 
this they have been calumniated, in- 
fulted and imprifoned ; have been 
compelled to abandon their dwellings, 
their friends and connections ; have 
had their eftates fequeftered, and 
themfelves formally banimed from 
their feveral homes, never to return* 
on pain of death. 

Thuscircumftanced, they conceive 
themfelves warranted, by the laws of 
God and man, to wage war again it 
their inhuman perfecutors; and toute 
every means in their power, to obtain, 
redrefs and compenfation ior the in- 
dignities and lodes they have {uttered, 
ijeneraliy 
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Generally acquainted with the 
country and its inhabitants, it is 
their intention to diftinguifh between 
the faithful loyalifl: and the infidious 
rebel, between the peaceful citizeri 
and the perfecting committee man, 
$>ut as damage may be done by their 
parties through ignorance or inat- 
tention, to the property of fome per- 
sons well affected to the King's caufe, 
the auociated Refugees promife anc} 
engage to make fatisfaclion from the 
common ftock of the aflbciation. 

And they call on and invite, ail 
thofe of ^heir countrymen Who 1HI1 
preferve their loyalty to his Moft 
Gracious Majetty George III. as well 
as on all thofe, who are fenfible of 
^he wrenched ftate of the country, 
iave at length gipwn weary of Con- 
greffional tyranny and paper money, 
and who now hate with the true fpirit 
cf English fubjecls, French frippery, 
French politics, French religion and 
alliances, to join with them in their 
{Endeavours to recover for their coun- 
:Wi * ls ancient form of Government, 
together with theineftimable blcffings 
ofpeace, and the friendfhip and pro- 
tection of Qreat Britain. 

Signed at Newport, the 30th of 
March, 1779, by order and in be- 
Julf of the Aflbciators. 

James Clarke, Sec. 

-— Pougbieepjte, May 3. 
An enterprize againlt the Onon- 
daga fettlements of the Indians, 
having been projected and approved 
by his Excellency General Waihing- 
ton, and the direction of it committed 
to Brigadier-general James Clinton, 
commanding in the northern depart- 
ment, he, on the 7th of April, lifted 
his orders, and gave the execution of 
them to Col. Van Schaick, com- 
mander of the firfl battalion of New- 
York Continental troops, appointed 
as fecond and third in command 
Lieutenant-colonel Willet and Major 
Cochran, of the third New-York 
battalions, all officers of approved 



eourage and abilities*. The detach* 
ment for the fettice confiftedof &e 
companies of Niw^Ydrk*. dnc of 
Pennsylvania, one of MtdTaehnfet* 
troops, and one of riflemen* 

Philadelphia* May 11. 
ExtraQ of a Utter Jrsm General 
ScHtrYiiBR to.GtwalWAsmxG* 
ton, dMd Altmny* ijth jfyrib 

1779- 

, ** Laft night Captain Gnaham, of 
Van Schaick's, delivered me d& 
patches from that officer, advising 1 
me of the fucceis of the troops of 
the United States,, under Jua com* 
mand on the enterprise againik Qaan* 
4wa j fV. particulars permit me. to 
refer your Excellency to theendofed 
papers. 

The fecrecy^ difpatch and prow 
priety with wfckh CoL Van Schaick 
has executed his orders, do him great 
honour, and he is highly fetisietf 
with the conduct of the officers ind 
troops that accompanied him on the 
expedition**' .* . 

Fort Schuyler, Afril 14* 17^ : 
Minutes and proceedings of the Qno+t 
daga expedition* 

Early on Monday morning,, the 
19th inft. I marched from fort 
Schuyler with a detachment of troops 
confuting of 558 men, including 
officers, and after putting S days 
provifion into 39 batteaux which 
had been conveyed over the carry* 
ing-place in the night, and leaving 
a fufficient number of foldiers to 
afQft the batteaux-men to get the 
boats down Wood Creek, with five 
officers to hurry them on, the re- 
mainder of the troops marched to 
the old Scow Place, 22. miles hy 
land, but much more*. by water ; the 
troops arrived at 3 o'clock P. M. bat 
the boats did not all arrive till jo 
o'clock, having been much obftru&ed 
by trees which had fallen acrofs'the 
Creek. As fopn as the boats arrived,, 
the whole of the troops ecibarked,- 
and upon entering the Oneida Jake, 
were much impeded by a cold head * 

wind 
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wind, made one half in the night for 
the rearmofl boats to come up, and 
nroceeded to PriiTer's Bay, where we 
sorivedat eighto'clockin the morning 
of the 20th inft. to wait again for the 
coming up of all the boats,, when we. 
continued with as much expedition as 
poflible to the Onondaga landing,Jop* 
pofite to Old Fort Brewington, and ar* 
rived there at three o'clock, P.M. from, 
whence, after leaving the boats . with, 
a proper guard, we marched eight of, 
nine miles on our way to the Onoo r 
daga fettlemenr, and lay on our arms 
all night without fire, not being able to 
continue our- march in the dark. (The, 
night cold). 

Very early on the 2 1 ft we pro- 
ceeded on to the Salt Lake, forded . 
an arm of that lake 200 yards over 
and four feet deep, a considerable pajft 
of the way ; pufhed on to the Qnpn.-j 
daga Creek? where Captain Graham 
with his company of light infantry 
took an Onondaga warrior prifoner^ 
which was the frit Indian we k%$ 
difcovered ; ordered Captain Graham; 
t» endeavour to'. fprround the firft 
Onondaga fettkments, which were! 
about two rnile^ off, and haftening on 
the troops by companies as < they 
cfofled the -cijiek ttpQa^Jqg, (*hft 
Creek not being fordabje) I foo*ar-i 
rived with the ^^1» of the dfitacjfc* 
mental (he principal cattle ; but was 
before apprised of their having, difr 
covered, our advanced, prties, white 
they were takinglrfome prifonersl 
vpon which J «rd«fta different ; rant* 
to be taken byfeteral .different ido? 
tachments, in- order to furround' as 
many of their fettlements.as poiLhle 
at the fame time, whichextended eight 
miles th length, with fome Scattered 
habitations lying. i#ck; of the caitiff, 
a*d on the oppwe fide ef the creek.j 
but no^withifanding we entered their 
firft fettletnent in the moft.fecret 
manner, and quite undifcovered' bg 
thenv they foou received; the, ajarin 
thrtnghotft the whole, and fled to the 

Yot.VHI. 



woods, but without being able to 
carry off any thing^kh.thenu We " 
took 33 Indiaps and one white man 
prifoners, and killed,! 2 Indians*' The 
whole of their, fettlemehts, confiding 
of about fifty* houfea, with a large 
quantity of corn dnd beans, were 
burnt, a number of fine horfes, and 
every other kind of ftock we- found 
were killed, about 100 guns, fome 
pf. which ^ were- rifles, were found 
among the plunder, the whole of 
which, after: die men hid loaded 
therafelves with ai much as they 
could carry, was deftroyed, with • 
Confiderable quantity of ammunitions 
One fwivel, taken at the Council 
Houfe, had the trunnions broke off", 
and was otherwife damaged, and, in 
fine, the destruction of alltheir fettle* 
rocnts.wascompleat* After whicn we 
began our match back, re-oofled the 
creek, and forded the arm of ^he 
lake, along fide of which we enu 
camped. on very good ground* . Havi 
ing been once imerrupted in am re* 
f urn by a fma^rparty of Indian*, who 
fired at as from; the oppofite fide of 
the creek, buttwere foon beat d£ /by 
Lieut. Evans's rine*men, with the 
lofs 0/ one killed :otn the pare o£ the 
enemy, end none on our own, r(fiur 
weather all this^day) ?2d,-wnarc*ebl 
4own ta xhe ; landings found the batx 
teauxingoo&wder, reimbarked and 
towetf to the Seven Mile Ifland*«vheife 
we pncampejbH- Fair wcather*^-23d; 
crofted the lake; and Handed nftfe 
miles up .Wood £reek, at two'oWtedc 
left two companies to guard and &8& 
the batteaux*men <in getting up* the 
boats, . ma/efced : eight miles and en- 
camped along fide* oft Filh Cr*ft£ 
Pair weatherA Saturday 24th, &ttU 
Ihowcrs of rain .on our march; to^be 
fort, where we arrived at 1* o'dodd, 
having been out five daysand ah naif, . 
the whole diftance of going and re* 
turning being, 180 miles, not having 
loft a fuiglcman. 

- G, V. $0*?aaV.i 
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d. return efpr if oners taken* *n{ the 
number ef killed in the Onondaga 
Cdfiky en tie eiyfr 1 if April t 1779. 
z Sachems, \ 

Prifoners. 




it killed, chiefly warriors. 
(Copy) G.V. Scaick, Col. 

I, PulsHihedby orderof Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
ExtraJl ef* hater from Fere Fitt % 
dated April 20. 
'< We have certain accounts here 
of a woman on Cheat River killing 
•ne Indian, wounding another with 
abroad ax, and making her efcape. 
On: my way over the Laurel Hill, I 
teard of Mr. Sampson's fon being 
taken by tne Indian* at his planta- 
tion, and anotker man and woman 4 
of that neighbourhood. About the 
9th r a party of four men were ient 
express from this poft for Hannahs 
3*wn> and every one found dead and 
fcalped about fifteen miles from this 
on the great road* — 13th,' David 
Morgan, of Monongalia county! 
feeing at his field- near a fort, w* 
tavered two Indians creeping up to 
ft few young people, who wen at 
jrbrkin.the field; he gave th* chil- 
dren , the. alarm, and upon the In- 
Jdians purfuing £bem, he (hot down 
the fbremoft, the other purfued him* 
ftasade a blow at him with hia tomo* 
^awk, cut off his little finger, and 
£be /econd almofL tkrpngk; they 
*hen clofed and ftrugglel for the 
Indian's knife, which Mr. Moraut 
«ot hold of, drew it through the 
Jiandof the favage, and fobbed him | 
^pon.wnich they difengaged. Mr. 
Morgan made to the tort, and the 
ifcthex 10 the woods. . A party imoie- 
ddtatejy let out, found the one dead, 
>nd the other fitting ; he a&ed mercy, 
-,snd it waa granted* but on their 
way in he; became furly, one of the 
jurtyrtomohawked him, and took in 
both their fcalps.— 14th, atiJawcU's 
miB^ ft-jsin-wko J»d fled from the 



nortft fide of the Penntylvania ro*d 
was nunting hU borfe, he difcovpred 
two Indians fltulkrng in a thicket' 
within a few hundred yards of the 
houfe, he fired and wounded onl of 
them, then ran to the houfe, where ft 
few more joined him ; they followed 
the track, found htm, and took hie, 
fcafp> they purfued the other, but 
he made his efcape. — 16th, David 
MaxWell and his wife were killed 
and fcalped at Brufh-ran, within a 
few miles of Braddock's old road, 
their daughter (a young woman) 
was taken feme time ago. By thia 
you may obferve that our fitnation is 
Inore alarming than you have ever 
feen ii ; nay, the ver^ place where' 
the inhabitants flew to for fecurity, 
is now become a dangerous frontier." 
Philadelphia Augnfi c/. 

The Engliih accounts tell us, that 
the Marquis de la Fayette, is on 
board the fquadron under M« hi 
Mothe Piquet, but they are miftakeo ; 
k is a coufin of the Marquis, who 
had the command of the troops on 
board that Meet, and is fare arrived 
it Martinique. 

Gtf Monday laft waa fent in here, 
by the frigates Bofton and Dense, 
the privateer fchooner Tryall,- of 10 
guns, of New- York, by whom we 
karo, that the privateer Flying-finY 
|s alto taken by the frigates, and 
may be hourly expected. 

By authentic aoxouftts from the 
, frontiers it appears, that on the 
2%& of July, a final! fort, called 
Freeland'a Fort, about 17 miles from 
Snnbury, was attacked by about 
atoo Indians, and 100 Whites, who 
called themfelves Regu^rt, out are 
\fnppoftd by fome W be Torks, 
drafted in red regsttenuh. The/ 
we« commanded by one M<Dc*sal£ 
There were in the Fort about J© 
men, and 50 women and children. 
Upon the attack being made, Cap*. 
Hawkins Boon*, a very brave aad 
gallant officer, -with about 40 me, 
went to the relief of the fort, but 
besot* he go? these, the &rt furten- 

4«re4 
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dered, and with the neighbouring 
houfes, was fet on fire and burnt. 
M'Donald con fen ted to let the wo- 
men and children come away, but 

. H is not yet known what has been 
the fate of the men. Capt. Boone 
advanced to the fort and engaged the 
enemy, but was icon overpowered 
by numbers, and fell gallantly fight- 
/ ing for his diftrefled country. Cap- 
tains Dougherty and Hamilton are 
atfo miffing, and 18 of the party. 

. Some prifoners who came from them 
fay, that Captain Boone's and 1 1 
other fcalps.were brought into the 

: fort in a handkerchief, before they 
came away. On the 20th of July, 
Northumberland was the frontier, 
and it was expected the. next day, . 
that all the people and cffe&s would 
be removed over to Sunbury. Fort 
Munfey is evacuated. ■ ' 

Oa the 3d elt. the favages killed 
three men, and took two prifoners, 
•ear Lyconna. The 8th, they burnt 
the widow Smith's mills, and killed 
one man. The 17th, they killed 
two men, and took three prifoners, 
near Fort Brady. The lame day 
they burnt Starrer^ mills, and all the 
principal houfes in Munfey towrf- 
ihip. The' aoth; they killed three 
men at. Freeland's Fort, and took 
two prifoners 3 after which the main 

^ body attacked the fort, as has been 
related. Thofe few people who afa 
left in the county, have behaved 
"wkh. a great deal of Spirit, hot the 

- draught that has 1 'been* made from the 

^frontier counties foMhe boat'&rvice, 
and other duties on General SuHl- 
va&'s expedition/ has lift veirv, few 
men, compared with their former 
ftrength. General SulHvan was at 
Wyoming when the laft accounts 
came away ; but as his principal 

. magazine was at Sunbury, and that 
under a ferjeant's guard, until the 
country people gathered there, it is 
to be feared this movement in his 
rear, may have serious confequences 

J-a* to the expedition. ■ C olo. 

-pel Matthew Smith (a Member of 



the Executive Council) wfth a num- t 

ber of brave volunteers, are gone 

"from Paxtahg, and other parts of 

the county of Lancafter, until they 

■ can be fupported by 600 militia, or* 

* dered out from Cumberland and 
Lancafter. The county of York, hav- 
ing for fome time neglected their 
miJitia, and omitted giving their 

* diftrefled brethren afliitance on a 

* former occafion, have not been called 
upon now. But as there are doubt- 
lefs many brave and humane men 

•in that large and populous county, 
it is ex^ecled, that many of them will 

* turn out 'as volunteers.— We are al- 
fured that the Executive Council have 
given all poflible encouragement to 

r the volunteers who have marched. 



Philadelphia f Jtugufi 7. 
ExtruBtfa letter from Orange Count} , 

z ' * dated July 29. 

44 Laft Friday part of the Obfiiea 
and Warwick militia were called for, 
on an alarm, that the Indians Iftui. 

. made an incurfion oa Old Minifiht. 
When Colonel Hawthorn, VtibtL 
nant-colonel WeHher, Colonel Thuf- 

' fton, Major Papan, with a number of 

'other officers and men, marched to 

♦the 'afliftance of their neighbours; 
they followed the favages thirty miles 
into the wildernefs ; an a&ion en- 

• faed, wherein our people, had they 
flack together, would have taken 
and killed the whole; however, we 
have taken upwards of twenty. We 
have loft Lieutenant-colonel Thur* 

: fton, Major Papan, Captain Wood, 
of Golhen, Captain Little, four other 
Captains, two Lieutenants, and near 
thirty in the whole killed, wounded, 
and miffing. This party of Indians 
and Tories, one hundred and thirty 
in number, was commanded by Brant, 
as two of them wore red cloths, and 
being (hot at by good markfmen, one 
of them was not feen for fome tima 
before the action was over, which 
lafttd upwards of four hours, and 
wonderful howling and lamentation 
was heard after fthe aftiofl. - 

Mai ikw 
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„ N*w-Y*rk, Auguft 1 8.^ V.. 

By z- perfpn jufl arjivcd from. Jo- 

"feph Brant and his brethren* we are 

' favoured with a lift of the principal in- 

nabitants of Gofhen, who were killed 

in the late engagement near Minifiulc* 

Colonel Benjamin Tuftine, junior, 



2jey 

re-rntiftment, have laughingly fiid, 
*.* The term is too Aon 5 the-war, 
we know, can laft but a little ; bring 
Of an indenture for 99 years." 

WiUiamJburg, April 16, The Dove, 
Capt. Haywood ; the Ranger, Capt* 
Hinton ; the St. Tainminy, Capt. 



'Captain Samuel Jones, Captain John Cunningham; the— , Capt; Baine; 

"Little, Captain John Wood, Captain the ■ > ■» Capt.$elden, from, St.JBu- 
Duncan, Captain Benjamin Vail, , ftatia, and a large French fhip, mount - 
Capt. Reat Tyler, Adjutant Nathaniel ing 20 guns, from Hifpaniola, are fafe 



"Fink, Lieutenant Benjamin Duning, , 
Lieutenant Samuel Knap, Lieutenant 

* Jdhn Wood, Lieutenant Abraham 
Shepard, Juflice Gabriel Weifner, 

' juftice Gilbert Vail, Juflice Roger 
Townfend, Juflice William Barker, 

* Commiflioner James Knap,. Com- 

* miflioner James Maftiier. 

c Out of 149 that went out on the 
party, 30 returned, miffing, 119. • 
Jofeph Brant had with him only 
27 white men, and 60 Indians. 

* Burnt at Minifink, 10 houfes, 12 
barns, pnefort, and two mills. 

Wounded, Major Hans Decker, 
' Major Samuel Meeker, of the Mini- 
'$nk militia. 

Bojlon, April 22* It may be relied 

On, that the recruiting fervice for the 

. Continental army, has lately gone On 

with more rapidity and fuccels, than 

* for a long time pa ft, A fingle officer, 
: who has not been long upon that fer- 
' vice, will foon fend forward from this 

buarter, no Ie'fs than 200 recruits* 
Others have met with like fuccefs. At 
jhe Tame time we are well informed, 
that by far thegreater part of the brave 

'Americans, under General Wafhing- 
tbn, have re-inlifted during the war : 

; rune-tenths of, the fouthcrn forces 
have done it. The men are highly 
pleafed with their excellent cloath- 
irig, which is now acknowledged to 
be equal, if not fuperjor, to that of 
any foldiery in the world : they are 

•equally pleafed with the plenty and 
-quality of their provifions, and the 
attention that has been paid by the 
feveral States, as ". well as by Con- 
'grefs, to thieir families. Many of 

>hgfe noble fpirited mea, uppn their 



arrived in James River, with valu- 
able cargoes. In the Dove came 
paflenger, Jonathan Loring Aldus, 
£fq. of Bolton, the gentleman who 
carried to France the important news 
of the furrender of General Burgoyne 
and his army. 

Philadelphia, April 22. 

ExtraS of a letffr frfim Virginity 

April 10, J 779. 

" Indian corn has fallen more than 
one half. In February it was fold 
for; twenty-five pounds per barrel, l 
and lately it fold at vendue at 'ten 
pounds, — My eorrefpondent at Mia- 
chefter writes me on the 2 2d of March, 
tjiat flpur will be cheaper, and^that 
corn was falling very fad: and my 
friend at Peterfburgh informs me, that 
it may be had there at ten pounds. *? 

Trenton* April 28. The price of 
wheat, from the prefent profpefifc of 
very fine crops the en&iiig feafoa, 
has fallen fix dollars per bufhel . Tiris 
curumftance will operate forcibly with 
refpeft to importations from, abroad, 
as the French, Dutch, and other na- 
tions, will be induced to come to 
our markets, when they find the pro* 
duce of the country falling fo confi- 
'tferably, 

Bojtcn % April zz* Saturday laft ar- 
rived here, a packet boat, in thirty- 
nine days from JBreft ; flie failed a lew 
hours after receiving her orders arid 
difpatches from the Court ; Ihe 
brought very few private letters, 
but large difpatches for Gongrefe, 
and the Minifter of France at Phi- 
ladelphia, which will probably de? 
texmine the, arrangements of Eu- 
-«ps lor the eafuing fummer, and 
., \ m ;. .... ; the 
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the ifluc of the negociations of the 
Marquis d'AJmadovar, the Spanfth 
*Ambaflador at London; i Thefe dif- 
patches were immediately forwarded, 
with a proper ^uarcf; to Philadel- 
phia. By this packet, which left 
B reft the beginning of March, we 
•learn, that the armaments of Franrce 
were going oh ftill with great rapidity 
and fuccefs; that the fpirit of the 
« ligation was high ; that the navigation 
"fefthe French and 'Americans, was 
much more fafe and unmolefted in 
the European" ftasVth'an it had been ; 
particularly that tire Bay of Bifcay 
had for focn^ time been free, Jn a 
manner. * 

TVo days before the above packet 

Ieft-Breft, fiveihips of the line, ami 

■a -'number of frigates,' with fome 

* troops; failed for t^e Weil Indies, as 

* an additional re-inforcement to the 
-'Count 'd^Efcaing ; and fome time bc- 
•forey feven fail of the Hne^ with 

tratifports, and 'a proportion of fri- 
*gatts f -apd 6600 troops, had gone 

from* France to the 'Eaft-Indies. 
• : By thefame conveyance we learn, 

* That the Court bf'Frairce had itrongly 
infifted^by|heir Ambaflador at the 

* H%ue, fliat. the' States of Holland 
ought :to yield to thejuft demands 
of the merchants- of- that Republic, 
in aflerting.ro. the full, and, at all ad- 

* Ventures,'.* their rights as a neutral 
power, and t^e liberty of" trade with 

'America i and that the -States were 
' tftkirig the raoft ;efFeftual meafures, 
' with other nentraf powers, forefta- 
Miming • a point in which' not only 
t France and Holland,- but all the 

* maritime powers in £urope, are much 
-interefted. 

Our laft advices from Hollahd, by 

* the packet from France;- intimate, 
that there have been no fmaJI difTe'n- 
fions in that' Republic, * occafifoned 
by- the jjbld of' the Britifh Miniftry, 
and their unwearied exertions to main- 

' tam a party in>Hqi&nd, in favour of 
all .their views, reflecting America. 
TheStaitholder, and the city of Rot- 

* tcrcfatni, ire faJd to have entered into 



thefe views, and to have embarraffed 
every meafuee of fpirit, enterednipQH 
by the States-general, for fupporting 
their neutral -right, and ^protecting 
the free trade of Holland. On the 
other hand, Amfterdam, Zell, and 
Zealand, are warm for infilling upon 
.this right, and for co-operating wkh 
France in preventing a monopoly of 
the American trade from ever return- 
ing into the hands of Britain, Mow 
than two -thirds of the people of Hol- 
land are pofTefled with the fame in- 
clinations. The , province of Zea- 
land particularly, fpeaks ia a high 
tone upon this and other points, audi 
feems determined to make applica- 
tion to the Emperor of Germany, 
who 4s ilriclly united with France, 
for his protection. , >* r 

Phiiadelphiay May $. Saturday 
laft arrived here frpm Cadiz, a pol- 
acre, with a large and general alfort- 
ment of dry and wet goods ; by her 
we learn, that the fpirit of France it 
at the higheft pitch, , and- their only 
ambition is to encreafe their navy— 
that the fquadron atBreft does confift 
bf 38 mips, from 70 to 100 guns, 
and would be ready for fea by the 
15 th of May — that Monf. De Fabry 
is at Toulon with eight fail of the line 
and fix frigates ; 'theEnglifh hai'e only 
two (hips and two frigates at Gibral- 
tar, to guard their trade in the Medi- 
terranean — that Xwo of the Smyrna 
mips, valued at 3,600,000 livres, 
are taken— that the Court of France 
has obliged the, "Dutch to declare 
their fentiments, who have requeued 
to remain, neuter, and have offered 
France to furnifh , her with all the 
cordage, duck, and mails for their 
navy, and that ' the TGng of Pruifia 
and, tfre^ Emperor 0/ Germany had 
fettled their difpute. 
Extrafl of a letter from the Continental 

Jgent at St. Euftatia, to the Hon* 

Commercial Committee of Congrefs % 

dated April I, 1779. 

" We have the pleafure to inform 
you, that the prohibition on exporting 
powder, anas, &c. here, is taken off, 

and 
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and we have [ret liberty cow to fend 
thofe articles to any part of the 
world,** 

Pttblifbed by orderof the Committee* 
Moses Young, Sec. 



Bqfion, July 29. 
IxtraJt tf a Utttr from Towttft/td, 

>b *«• 

*• We this afternoon arrived fafe 
in Townfend harbour, in company 
with 50 fail of armed mips, beiides 
"brigs, &c. and we faw at anchor in 
the harbour 1 10 Hoops, tranfports, 
with provifions, men, &c. and ex- 
pecVwe mall fail for Penobfcot by 
next day after to-morrow, where the 

* enemy have 700 men, who have 
'hove up a battery on Bregaduce 

Point. Their naval force confifts 
of four (hips of war and one fchooner, 
befides transports. They have fent 
to New-York and Halifax for a 
.reinforcement of flaps and land 
forces." 

The Captain of the Brig Sally, 
bound from Toprtiam to Trepafy 

- (Newfoundland) and taken off Cape 
^Kace by an American privateer, ap- 
peared before the Hon. Council of 
this State on Tuefday laft, and testi- 
fied as follows : that he* failed from 
Tornay the, 23d day of May, with 
a fleet under the command of Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot, confining of fix fail 

- of the line, viz. three of 74, two of 64, 

* and one of 50 guns and two frigates, 
one of which was bound to Newfound- 
land, the other, with a flap of 64 
guns, bound fo Quebec, The Ad- 

* miral was bound to New-York, and 
the reft to different parts of America 
— That he left them about a momth 

- ago, in long, 20, eaftward of the 

- leftward Iflands— That it was re- 
. ported they had 7000 land forces with 

them Abound to America, which were 
■ Heflians and Britrih. The Experi- 

* »jent was -bound to Georgia. 

On the 28th of June, the fleet 

' from France, that has been fame time 

*xpec*led, arrived in the Bay of Fort 

* Royal, in Martiiito. It rariUked of 



46 fail of merchantmen^ 19 King's 
tranfports, under convoy of two ntcjr 
of war of 74 guns, two of 64, foui 
of 50, two frigates of 36, and one 
of 26 guns. Their pafiage was 50 
days, Monf. de la Mothc Piquet, 
Commander in Chief. The fleet, 
beiides a great body of troops, brought 
a large quantity of provisions and 
Stores of all kinds for the land forces, 
and navy of France, in the Well* 
Indies. 



Trtnt6m t April 23, 1779* 
Sir, 
Thinking that the inclofed letter, 
which lately fell into my hands, may 
perhaps be of ibme ufe to Congress, 
as a moft convincing proof of what 
has been fo often deaiftd by oar ene- 
mies, that the Britiih conn endea- 
voured to procure both our domeibc 
flaves, and the favages of the wilder- 
nefs to deftroy us; and that at 4b 
early a period of the conteft as the 
year 177$, I do myfclf the honourto 
tranfmit tt to CongreG 5 and am with 
great efteem, Sir, your Excellency's 
moft obedient humble feryant^ 

WltLIAM LlVINCSTOVf 

His Ewelltnej J 9 bn J<g 9 Efy. 
Brtfidtnt o/Ccugrtfs. 

Wbiuhall) td Augttfi* 1775. 
My Loap, ^ 

The hope you held out to us la 
your letter of i ft of May, that with a 
fupply of arms and ammunition, yoa 
mould be able to collect from amongft 
Indians, Negroes, and other paribus, 
a fufEdent force, if not to fubdue re- 
bellion, at leaft to defend Govern- 
ment, was very encouraging; but I 
find, by your letters delivered to me 

* by Lieutenant Collins, that yon hwtt 
been obliged, from the violence ef 
the times, menaced by ontabranch of 

' die legislature, and abandoned bjr 
the other, to yield up all the powers 
of Government, and to retire yoor- 
fclf on board the Fowey. I have tjse 
King's commands to fend yog iu* 
Ifojcftj's leave to return te England j 

whjcfc, 
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which, together with his letter, and thinlrproper to abet, I give yon this 



a cqxnmiffion to Mr. Corbin, to ad- 
mioifter government daring your ab- 
sence, will be delivered to you by 
Captain Atkins, of his Majefty's fhip 
.. Alteon, who goes convoy to the Ma- 
ria flora (hip. 

At the fame time it is left to your 
LordQrip's difcretion to ufc this leave 
of abfence or not, as you (hall fee oc- 
casion ; for, relying upon your firm- 
nefs, I have ftill a hope, that with 
«Jie fupply of arms Ijow fent you, and 
with the affiftance at a greater naval 
force, the King's government in 
Virginia may yet be maintained : 
and fhould this happily be the cafe, 
it will not be neceifary, that Mr. 
Corbiri Should be informed of hit 
Majefty's intention in his favour. I 
am, my Lord, your Lordmip's moll 
•bedient humble fervant, 

Dartmouth* 
&arl of Dpnmort. 
■ Published by order of Congrefs. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Letter from Governor Livingston, 

t6SirHntt*r Clinton. 
- MKxtebetb-to*wn, March 29, 1779. 

Sir, 
< After having apologized for my 
delaying your and Mr. Franklin's 
dinner, by being accidentally abroad 
When you did me the honour a few 
days ago to fend CbL Stirling to wait 
upon me to New- York, I beg leave 
to acquaint you, that I am poflefTed 
of the moft authentic proofs of a Ge- 
neral Officer, under your command, 
having offered a large fum of money 
to an- inhabitant of this (late to aiTaffi- 
aate me, in cafe he could not take 
me alive. This, Sir, it fo repug- 
nant to the character which I have 
hitherto formed of Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, that I think it highly impu- 
table you fliould either countenance, 
connive at, or be privy to, a defign 
£6 (anguinary and difgraccful, Tak- 
iog it, however* ft» granted, that 
you are a gentleman of too much 



opportunity for diiavowing. fach dark, 
proceedings, if undertaken without. 
your approbation ; aiTuring you, at; 
the fame time, that, if countenanced 
by you, your perfon is more in mr 
power than I have reaibn to think, 
you imagine. I have the honour ton 
be, with all due refped, your Eao 
cellency's moft obedient humble fer- 
vant, 

William LiviNCiToav 
General Sir Henry Clinton* 

Hit ExceUtncfs Anfwer* 

New-Tork 9 AfrU 10, 1779, 
Sir, 

As you addrefs me on a grave fub- 
je&, no lefs than life and death, and 
your own perfon concerned, I con- 
defcend to anfwer you, but muft not 
be troubled with any further corrc* 
ipondence with Mr, LivingAon. 

Had I a foul capable o? harbour* 
ing fo infamous an idea as afTaffiaa- 
tion, you. Sir, at leaft, would have, 
nothing to fear ; for, be affined, i 
ihould not blacken myfelf with, fo; 
foul a crime to obtain fo trifling an 
end. t 

Senfible of the power you boaft, of 
being able to difpofe of my life, by 
means of intimates of yours, ready 
to murder at your command, I can, 
only congratulate you on .your ami- r 
aole connections, and acknowledge 4 
myfelf 

Your molt humble fervant, 
Henrt Clinton- 
WiU. Llvinzfttm, Efq. Nvw-Jetfy^ 

Governor Livingston returned the 
following anfwer. 
EliKabeth-Yo<wn % \$lb Aptil % 1779. 

Sia, 
I received your Excellency's letter 
of the 10th inftant this afternoon, 
and had ah opportunity about an 
Hour thereafter, to fee a copy of it in 
the Netv-lTorx American Gazette, 
together with mine of the 29th of > 
March, which occarloned it. Yoo. 



ipirit, to difewn any thing that you Excellency, by thce>. publications 
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Mmpared with a certain paffagc in 
your letter, feems determined to 
clofe oar • correfpondence, by pre- 
cluding me from a reply. But by 
the laws of England, Sir, (the bell 
of which we intend to adopt, leaving 
<he reft to our old friends of the 
realm) he who opens a caufe, hath 
the privilege of concluding it. • 

It is the obfervation of foreigners, 
that America has fhewn her fuperio- 
rity to Great-Britain, no lefs in the' 
decency of her writings, than in the 
fuccefs of her arms. I have too" great 
a refpecY for my native ' country, 
whatever I ought to have for .Sir 
ijlenry Clinton, to furnifh an inftarice. 
iri contradiction of fo honourable a 
remark. ' > '- 

Perhaps, Sir,' you entertain too ex- 
alted an opinion of your own im- 
portance, in deeming it a Undefceri- 
fin in you, to artfwer* a letter, in-, 
forming you, in the moft inofferifive* 
terms, of an overture made by one of 
vhu* General Officers to have me' 
atfaflinated. Alas,' how many a hope- : 
ful gentleman: hai' beeri midfe giddy 
by a ftar -and garter ! It had doubt-' 
lefs redourtded more to your honour,, 
and afforded a Wronger argument of 
your .abhorring fuch infamous mea-. 
fUres," tp have called upon me for the 

* and manifefted a proper re- 



had like to have faid impoJpble\ but 
that I was deterred, on recollecting 
numerous instances,, by the extreme 
difficulty of precisely afcerraining the,, 
utmoft pofjibility of Britiih cruelry. 
Whatever your foul may be capable 
of, I mould have ventured, before; 
the receipt of your letter, to have 
pronounced it irnpoffible for you tOv 
be capable of opprobrious language. 
How far, Sir, 1 am now to believe 
this impossibility, I leave you, in. 
your cooler moments, to determine* • 
How trifling an end foever you may 
fuppofe would be obtained by my. 
aflaffination, you certainly thought 
my capture,' not loBg fince, impor-j 
cant enough to make me a principal 
object of what was,, in a literal fenfe, ( 
a very dirty expedition. , 

.What could f induce you to fay, 
that / boafted of tbe»po<wer of hein& 
able to difpofe of your life, by means 
if intimates of mine f ready to. murder 
at my command t _\ _ani at a lofe to 
guefs. Is there a word. in m;y letter 
either about your lift, or about *w«r- 
der ? Or is your Excellency fo halt- 
ed with the thoughts of murder^from 
a confeioufnefs of Britifh barbarity, 
that you cannot write three par»4» 
graphs, without being ftart,led at the 
mocking fpectre? And if there are 
any intimates in the cafe, how do you. 
are. intimates od 



proofs, and manifefted a proper re- any intimates in the ca 

fentraent ag'aintl the criminal, than.* know but that they .a 

to flourifh about the capability of your wm?. I told you that you? perfo? 

youf foul, and to betray a want of was more in my pofwer than J bad, 

politenefs, fo unufual in perfons of reafon to think you imagined. Buti* 

your rank^ and breeding; and that there no fuch thing as one perfon'sr 



without any other provocation, than, 
jny complaining to you of the con- 
duct of one uhdtryour command, fo 
repugnant to the law of arms, and 
the fcntim«nts of humanity. / * 

That you have a foul capable ~§f 
harbouring fo infamous an idea as 
affajjination, , I was fo far from in- 
timating, that I told^you, I thought 
it highly improbable you Jhould 'either 
countenance, connive at, or fre privy* 
to* a dtfign fo fanguinary and dif 
graceful: audi remember, that 
when I ufed the word improbable, I 



being in the power of another without, 
murder? Indeed, Sir,, fronr tbi* 
fpecimen of your inductions, you 
ought fo be .a, much better- General 
than you appear to be a logician, oil 
America need hs under no apprehen^ 
{ions about her independence, during 
your adminijlration* •:•;..* ■■ :> 

* As to jour muft not be troubled wtk 
any farther corrffpendtftte 'With iW> ?1 
Living/tom^- Relieve me> $jr r that i 
have not the leaft ,paffion for iiH«Vfc 
rupring your more ufeful correfpon- 
dence with the Britifh Miaiftry, by 

which 
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which the nation will donbtlcfs be 
greatly edified, and which will pro- 
bably furnifh materials for the moft 
authentic hiftory of the prefent war ; 
and that you cannot be left ambitious 
of my correspondence* than I am of 
yours; becaufe,* whatever improve- 
ment I might hope to receive from 
you in the art of war, and efpecially 
in the particular branches of conduct- 
ing * moon-light retreats, and plan- 
ning f Jtcret expeditions ; I mould 
not expecl, from our correfpondence, 
any confiderable edification or refine- 
ment in the epiftolatory way, I am, 
therefore, extremely willing to ter- 
minate it, by wifhing you a fafe 
voyage acrofs the Atlantic, with the 
fingujar glory of having attempted . 
to reduce to bondage, a people de- 
termined to be free and independent, 
I am', Sir, 
Your Excellency's humble fervant. 

William Livingston. 
His Excellency General 
Sir Henry Clinton. 

In Congrefs, Philadelphia, April %^ 
Whereas Congrcfs on the twenty- 
firft day of Aoguft laft, did refolve, 
That when any perfons are defirous 
of going within the enemy's lines, 
they mail apply to the executive 
power of the ftate to which they be- 
long, and if the faid\ executive power 
approve the motives and characters of 
the perfons applying, and (hall be of 
opinion, efpecially at fo critical a con- 
juncture as the prefent, that no dan- 
ger will enfue by granting fuch, that 
they recommend them to the officer 
commanding the troops next to the 
enemy, who upon fuch recommenda- 



tion may, at his difcretion, per- 
mit the perfons to go in. For 
the better execution of the faid re- 
folution, 

Refolded, That any officer who fhall 
permit a perfon to go within the ene- 
my's lines without fuch recommenda- 
tion, or the orders of the Commander 
in Chief, or the Commander of a fe- 
parate department, and fhall there- 
fore be duly convicted before a Court- 
martial, fhall thereby forfeit his 
commiflton. 

ExtraB from the Minutes. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

In Council, Philadelphia, April 24, 
1779. 

Whereas it hath been heretofore re- 
prefented by his Excellency the. Com- 
manded in Chief, to this Board, that 
the intercourfe which has been main- 
tained by thepaffing of fo many per- 
fons to New- York, is exceedingly 
prejudicial to the interefts of Ame- 
rica, generally, and the fafety of the 
army in particular, and it being alfo 
apparent, that fomeperfons who^ hav« 
been recommended to go within the 
enemy's lines on condition of hot re- 
turning, have, neverthelefs, return- 
ed, and are now refiding in this ftate. 

Refolded, That this Board will ^ 
not, in future, give any recommen- 
dation, but in cafes of a particular 
and extraordinary nature, and then 
only to fuch as fhall be recommended 
to the Board, by perfons of known 
good character; and, that in all cafes 
where a recommendation is giveh, 
upon condition of not returning/ 
without the permiflion of public au- 
thority, two good fecurities be given 



• Sir Henry Clinton informed the Myjiflry, that in his retreat at Mon- 
mouth, he took the advantage of the moon-light ; when in reality he did not 
begin his retreat till fome hours after the moon was fet. [Pen. Packet. 

f It is remarkable, that of all thefecret expeditions planned by this gen- 
tleman, fioce he has had the chief command of the Britifh army (and thofe 
expeditions have been multifarious) not one of them has fucceeded. It is 
therefore to be prefumed, that Great-Britain propofes to obtain, by his 
General fhip, a UIQ& utitrfflfag end. [ibid. 

Vol. VIII. Q* far 
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for the performance, or the applica- 
tion be rejected. 

Extract fr$m the Minutes. 

T. Matlack, Sec. 

Jn Cengrefi, May 28, 1779* 

The Board of Treafury having re- 
ported, " that, in their opinion, it 
will be im practicable to carry on the 
war by paper emiulons, at~the prefent 
enormous expencei of the Commif- 
fary-general, Quarter-mafter-general, 
and Medical department, that it ap- 
pears to them that a general opinion 
prevails, that one cauie of the alarm- 
ing expencea in thefe departments, 
arifes from allowing commiffion to 
porfons employed in purchaiing -for 
the army, and that a very general 
dWTatisfaclion has taken place on that 
account among the citizens of thefe 
United States — and that in their opi- 
nion it is neceflary to put the faid 
departments on a different footing, 
w;th refpedt to the expenditure of 
public money," 

Refolved, That the fame be re- 
ferred to a Committee of three, and 
that they be directed to report a plan 
for that purpofe. 

The members chofen, Mr. Dickin- 
fon, Mr. Huntington and Mr, Burke, 

May 28, 1779. Refolved, That 
a Committee of three be appoint- 
ed to confider the moft ad vi fable 
mode of negotiating a foreign loan, 
to what amount, and in what man- 
ner the fame may be moft advantage- 
oufly applied to the ufe of thefe* 
States. 

The members chofen, Mr. Dickin- 
fon, Mr* Laurens, and Mr. Smith. 

Ofclered, That the report of the 
Committee appointed to confer with 
the Commander in Chief, dated 
February 2, 1776, be referred to the 
faid Committee. 

June 8. According to the order of 
the day the Congrefs proceeded to 
the confideration of the report of the 
Committee of thirteen on foreign 
affairs, and on the queftion. 

" Shall Mr. R. Izard be recalled ?" 

Refolved in the affirmative. 



A motion was then made by 
Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. Arm- 
llrong. 

" That Mr. Izard be informed, 
that it is the fenfe of the Congrefs, 
that he need not repair to America 
until it fuits his convenience." 

An objection was made to this as 
being out of order. 

On the queftion, *• Is the motion 
in order V* 

Refolved in the affirmative* 

On motion of Mr* Sherman, fe» 
conded by Mr. Lovell, 

Refolved, That the words, " un- 
til it fuits his convenience" be ftruck 
out. 

On the queftion to agree to the 
motion as amended, 

Refolved in the affirmative . 

On the queftion, " Shall Mr. W. 
Lee be recalled ?" 

Refolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was made by Mr. S. 
Adams, feconded by Mr. Sherman, 
that Mr. William Lee be informed, 
that it is the fenfe of the Con- 
grefc that he need not repair to 
America. 

. Refolved in the affirmatives 

Refolved, that there be but one 
Plenipotentiary, Minifter or Com- 
miffioner for the United States at a 
foreign court. 

June 9. On motion of Mr. Dickin- 
fon, feconded by Mr. Burke* 
". Refolved, That the mangement of 
all bufinefs relating to the Marine of 
thefe United States be veiled in Com- 
miffioners. 

Refolved, That a Committee of 
three be appointed to prepare a plan 
for condufting the Marine bufinefs of 
the United States, and afcertaining 
the duties and powers of the Cora- 
miffioners. 

The members chofen, were Mr. 
Dickenfon, Mr. Whipple, and Mr. 
Collins. 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Philadelphia, May 8. The people 
of Pcnnfylvania arc greatly obliged 

f 
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to the Printeti for the information 
given them, refpecting the vote of 
Congrefs on the quelhon for recall- 
ing Arthur Lee, Efq : it is hoped 
the public will be made acquainted 
with the motives which induced 
three of our Delegates to vote for 
his recall. Whatever may be guefled 
at with refpeft to Mr. Lee's propofed 
recall, nobody, that I have heard of, 
can guefs at any honefl motive for 
recalling Dr. Franklin, whofe abili- 
ties, integrity, and patriotifm, is ac- 
knowledged by all, whofe character i* 
firmly eftablifhed in Europe, and 
whofe attention to the interelh of 
America is equal to our wifhes. 
And yet it is certain that his re- 
call has actually been moved for in 
Congrefs, and put to the vote. This 
may throw a light on the former 
quellion. You will add to the obli- 
gation already conferred by procur- 
ing and publishing the yeas and nays, 
on the queiVion relating to this 
venerable patriot and friend of liberty. 
Thefe attempts to remove, at this 
critical point of time, our tried and 
firm friends from their important 
ftations abroad, excite in the minds 
of all ranks of men, ftrong fufpicions 
that there is fomething wrong in- 
tended. Every body appears anxious 
to know the men who are concern- 
ed in this meafure, in hopes they 
may be able to judge from their 
former conduct, what are their preftnt 
motives. WU1 it be poflibie to aicer- 
tain who were intended for our new 
foreign minifters, if the recall had 
taken place? if it could, it would 
throw a further light on this dark 
bufwefs. 



New-Tor i, May 8. Overtures hav- 
ing been made by General Wafhing- 
ton for fettling a cartel for the ex- 
change of prifoners, Commiflioners 
met by appointment at Ambpy, April 
the 1 2th, and remained there until 
the 23d, when Colonel Hyde, of the 
foot guards, and Capt, Andre, Aid- 



d*-camp to his Excellency the Com-' 
mander in Chief, returned to New 
York, and made the following re- 
port : 
To hit Excellency Sir Henry Clin- 

ton, JC.B.&c. &c. 
Report of Col. Hyde and Capt. Aw- 
» R E , Commiffioners on the part of bit 
Excelknty Sir H b n a Y C 1 1 w ton ; 
for negociating an exchange of pri- 
foners, &c. 
To kis'Excellency Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, K. B. 

S 1 R, 

We beg leave in this report, to 
refer your Excellency to our letters 
from Am boy : in thefe we exprefled 
ourfurprizetofind that General Wafh- 
ington*s Commiflioners objected anew, 
to the powers we produced, as being 
incompetent to a general cartel, which 
mufl reft, as they termed it, on the 
broad bafis of national faith, not oft 
perfonal confidence ; they quoted oft 
this occafion, the cufloms of natrons 
at war where Commiflioners, were 
veiled with powers from the fupreme 
authority of tho ftate, not from the 
commanders of armies : we would 
not confume time in refuting fuch in 
applicable parallels, or in quellion- 
ing the great breadth of bafis afcribed 
to the faith of unrecognized power 
which ratified the convention, but 
defired to proceed on the powers we 
had, to an immediate exchange of 
prifoners, and to frame regulations 
for others in future, under whatever 
name they choie to enter into fuch an 
agreement, as it was furely an objeel 
of importance enough 10 deferve our 
attention, and fully within the •om- 
paft of our commiflion to redeem 
lome thoufands of individuals from 
captivity, and to provide for the mor« 
fpeedy relief and more comfortable 
maintenance of fuch as mould here- 
after be taken. We thought it rather 
derogating from the zeal profefTed by 
the enemy in this affair, to hear their 
Commiflioners propofe in anfwer, that 
in cafe your Excellency was not autho- 

O o z xifed 
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ri&d to pledge the faith of the na- 
tion, the change might bejdeferred till 
fiich authority could be obtained from 
Europe. They, however, admitted 
that they could treat on a prefent ex- 
change. In order, therefore, to enter 
clofely on the fubjeel, we propofed a 
mutual communication of the nature 
of the agreement we had in view, 
and we produced to them an imper- 
fect iketch of a cartel which we had 
drawn up, according to the fpirit of 
our inftrudlions, and of which we fub- 
join a copy. 

In return, they exhibited to us 
fome articles which they had com- 
piled, and had intended as the chief 
tenor of a general cartel, had they 
judged our Commiflioners to have 
been fufficient. Thefe pieces were 
not interchanged, we can therefore 
only obferve as to theirs, that mod 
of the articles differed widely from 
ours, and many appeared to us ill 
defined, and leaving room for arbitrary 
conftrudlions, which might eafily 
afford ill-grounded pretences for vio- 
lations. We could not but be very 
cautious in hearkening to terms of 
fuch a tendency, when the bufinefs 
under our consideration, brought to 
mind fuch flagrant inftances of per- 
verfions of that nature in the affair of 
the Cedars,* and in a treaty of much 
greater importance, where a few car- 
touch boxes were wretted into a pre- 
text for invalidating a foleran can- 
't ention. 

The American Commiuloners re- 
fufed their affent to our firft article 
for the univerfai delivery of prisoners, 
in which we conceived they would, 
on computation, have remained in- 
debted to us ; but from cur account, 
they iiruck off all prifoners in Geor- 
gia, having, they affurcd us, no au- 
thentic intelligence concerning them, 
probably upwards of jooo menj like- 



wife between 4 and $00 officer* and 
foldjers pretended to be forfeited by 
an inrringment on the agreement at 
the Cedars : officers of militia not 
taken in arms, therefore filled citi- 
zens*. By thefe and fimilar deduc- 
tion*, they transferred the balance to 
their own fide. 

We were not more fuccefsful in 
bringing their ideas to coincide with 
ours, when we propofed to agree on 
an exchange as far as our abilities 
mould be found to extend, involving 
in the exchange of all officers, that 
of a certain proportion of private 
foldiers. 

Upon the whole, they appeared to 
circumfcribe their views to the re- 
demption of their officers on Long* 
Ifland, pre fling us to mention the 
number of private men we (houid in- 
fift on receiving, if an exchange took 
place, as if whatever equivalent we 
might have, their inftruclions. had 
been to limit the private men they 
were to furrender. 

Unable to bring them to com- 
pliance with our terms, or to induce 
them to name their own, we at length, 
on Monday the 19th inftant, pre- 
fented the following definitive pro- 
pofals, the form and di&ion of which, 
we faid might be altered, if neceflary, 
as we had not adverted particularly 
to thofe points. 

As each fu eject of thefe offers had 
been fully difcufled in our feveral 
conferences during the preceding 
week, we thought, if the enemy's 
inftruclions admitted of any agree- 
ment, much time could not be re- 
quired for deliberation. But as they 
iiad throughout the negociation ob- 
jected to every thing with a malici- 
ous ipirit of contention, we drew no 
favourable reference from their delay ' 
in anfwering, and provided they were 
only framing a reply which mould 



* Eftablifhing rates of exchange for unequal ranks, fo as to favour them- 
felves in this particular cafe* * ' ;* 
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fcrre as an apology to the unhappy; 
people, who, through the obvious 
policy of avoiding all exchange (ex- 
cept poffibly on a very particular and 
confined principle) are to remain in 
captivity. We therefore, after waitr 
ing three days, wrote to them the 
letter which we annex, together with 
their anfwer. 

Having thus clofed our bufinefs, 
we quitted Amboy. We have now 
with our warmeft acknowledgments 
toaffureyour Excellency of our fenfe 
of the honour you conferred upon us, 
and to entreat you to be perfuaded, 
that our zeal to effect the benevolent 
purpofes of our commiflion, is only 
equalled by the concern we feel at 
their having been fo unhappily frus- 
trated. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
West Hyde. 
John Andre. 

Npw-York t April 24, 1779* 

Dtfiniti'vePropofals to Colonels D a v i b s 

and Harrison, CommiJJiouers on 

the pan of General Washington' 

for an exchange ofprifoners* 

We renew our firit proposal, which 

we ftill think the molt equitable that 

could be adopted : that a general 

reftoration of all prifoners of war 

now in pofleffion of both parties take 

place, including the troops of the 

Convention of Saratoga, the balance 

in favour of either to be accounted 

for by the other with the firfl prifon- 

ers taken : in default of fimilar ranks 

unequal to be interchanged on a 

tariff which we annexed. 

But as' this was objected to on a 
fuppofitbn that the prifoners of one 
party. would not extend to the re- 
demption of thofe of the others a 
more partial mode was fuggelicd. 
Having in our feveral conferences on 
that iubjeft fully invefligated the 
matter* we now offer the following 
terms as a refult and a final pro- 
pofal; 



t. The troops of the Convenor* 
(hall be firft exchanged, and in the fol- 
lowing fucceffion as far as the prifon- 
ers in the hands of the Britifh in any 
part of the continent will fuffice to 
exchange : 

"Half the Artillery ~\ 

One Regt. Britifh 

One Foreign 

Britifh 



Major 



I Right 
fWing. 



Major 



^Left 
Wing. 



General 

Foreign 

Britifh 

Foreign 
Lieut. General 

Britifh 

Foreign 

britifh 

General 

Foreign 

Britifh 

Foreign 

Half the Artillery- 
Dragoons, fbff officers and corps not 
included above, to be exchanged half 
with each wing, and difpofed as may 
be agreed upon. 

Brigadier-generals with their regi- 
ments. 

2. In the above exchange, officers 
fhall be accounted for according to 
the ranks they held on the 17th O&. 
1 777,, (the day of figning the Conven- 
tion) and fhall be exchanged by us 
for officers of equal ranks as far as 
numbers will admit* In cafes where 
the ranks and numbers will not ex- 
aftly apply, officers fhall be exchang- 
ed by an adequate proportion for other 
ranks the neareft to their own, ac- 
cording to the tariff annexed. 

In the exchange of our general 
officers, we will return thofe of the 
highefl ranks in our poffeilion, re- 
ferving a fufficient number of Briga- 
diers and field oEcers to relerje all 
thofe of ours who are prjfo;iers, ac-t 
cording to the principle of equality. 

On the other hand, the private iol • 
diers of the Convention, who ihali ex* 
ceed the number of privates we may 

have 
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itve to return for them, (hall be ex- 
changed by an adequate proportion 
(according to the tariff) of fuch ftnff 
officers, fabaltern officers, and after- 
wardi officers of next inferior rank as 
may remain in oar pofTeffion more 
than the number of fubal terns and 
Haft* officers of the Convention 
troops* 

. The account of thefe balances to 
be fettled according to the returns oiF 
officers and men actually and bona 
jtft reftored on each fide ; and fuch 
Britifh regimental officers as are ab- 
sent on parole fhall be accounted for 
with their regiments, or if required, 
be exchanged amongft the firft on 
the footing of their being already re- 
ftored. 

3* An4 mould there after this, re- 
lhain prifoners in the hands of the 
Britifh in any part of the continent, 
Georgia particularly included, they 
Jhall be affigned to a farther exchange 
of prifoners, as far as they will ex- 
lend. 

4. Officers who being on parole 
nave not complied with the fummons 
to return, and officers who have vio- 
lated their paroles, are to be fent 
back immediately, or accounted for 

• firft in the exchange. And Sir Henry 
Clinton leaves it with General Wafh- 
ington in the jprefent cafe to deter- 
mine as to officers of the American 
army, which (hall be accounted for 
as having unwarrantably abfented 
themfelves. 

5. And though we are instructed 
to afiert the juft prrtenfion, and to 
claim in the moft explicit manner the 
due performance of the capitulation 
of the Cedars, yet that no obftacle 
may remain to impede the immediate 
object of theft propofals we con- 
sent that the difcuffion of that affair 
fhall remain for fome future oppor- 
tunity. 

6. And we further confent, in the 
fame view of removing difficulties, 
that ferjeants continuing to be ex- 
changed as heretofore as privates, 



fnbaltem officers fhfctf only be rated 
as yon propofe at fix men, though 
we think the appreciation inade- 
quate. 

7. In cafe either party from mo- 
tives of generous confidence, and to 
accelerate relief, fhould be in d deed 
to difpoifefs themfelves of a portion 
of prifoners before circumftances ad- 
mit of receiving an equivalent, the 
plighted honour of the Generals, or 
fome adequate fecutity, mull guaran* 
tee the delivery of the faid equiva- 
lent, fo that no pretence whatever may 
be made ufe of to delayor evade it» 
But we can neither on the prefent or 
in any future cafe admit that officer* 
and foldiers of militia not on fervice 
fhall be exempted from being made 
prifoners of war. 

We are not unwilling to frame re- 
gulations to eflablifh and facilitate 
future periodical exchanges upon 
terms of mutual advantage, and which 
can leave no room for altercation or 
mifconftruction. Whether fuch an 
tnftrument (hall be called a general 
cartel, we will not difpute, and fhall 
be contented with powers on the part 
of the American Commiffioners of a 
like tenor with our own 

TARIFF 

Gen. comanding in chief - 5000 

Lieutenant-general - - 1200 

Major-general - - » 350 

Brigadier-general - - 250 

Majorsof brigade I arrorrfing to rank 

Aides^de camp 5 »> lh « »"«y- 

Colonel -.---• 159 

Lieutenant-colonel 75 

Major - - - - ~ $$ 

Captain - - . 20 

Lieutenant - . . - 10 

Enfign - 5 

-Adjutant - - • 10 

Quarter-mafter - - » 1 o 

Chaplain 16 

Serjeant - - 2 

Corporal - - .. , 1 

Private t 

Drummer - 1 

U 
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If the above rates are agreed to, it, 
will be eafy to fettle others for the 
faff, &c. upon the fame principle* 
of equity. 

Signed Wbst Hydb. 
John Andre* 
Commiffioners on the part of 
Sir Hknry Clinton* 

Amboj*Yburfday 7 April 22, 1779- 

Gentlemen, 
With a patience infpired by our 
anxious wifhes to effeft the end of 
our commiflion, and fupported by the 
duties of perfonal politenefs, we have 
waited three days to receive your 
affent or negative to the propofals we 
offered you on Monday; as they are 
determinate and unalterable, fo we 
hope they are clear. In the fir ft cafe, 
they can only require a decifive an- 
fwer; (hould they be deficient in per- 
fpicuity, we mall be happy to explain' 
them. 

We prefent you on our part 
terms unpropped by argument and 
refting only on the bails of their 
equity, mould you not beinclined 
to acquiefce in them, we truft you 
will not on your fide detain us for 
the purpofe only of entering at large 
into your motives, efpecially as we 
have Sir* Henry Clinton's orders to 
bring this negociation to a fpeedy 
conclufion, and to return toNew- 
York fo foon as we are convinced 
there are n6 hopes of fuccefs. 
We axe, gentlemen, 

Your moll obedient and 
molt humble fervants, 

West Hydb, 
John Andre. 
Colonels Davies and Harrifon. 

Amboy, April zz, 1 7 79. 
Gentlemen, 
We are very fenfible of your per- 
gonal politenefs through the whole 
of our negociation, and mould be 
extremely unwilling you mould in- 
dulge an idea that in any inftance 
we would wifh, to detain you un- 
aeceflarily. 



We affect not delay, but actuated 

by the warmeft defires to accomplifh 
the humane purpofes of our appoint- 
ment, we have paid the clofeft atten- 
tion to the propofals you have offered; 
we have found them extenfive and 
important in their confequences, in- 
volving a variety of interelb, which 
necenarily required much confede- 
ration. With a truly anxious zeal 
we have endeavoured to accommo- 
date them to our mutual advantage 
and that of the prifoners, and are 
fenfibly diflrefled to find ourfelve* 
unexpectedly reftri&ed to a bare affent 
or negative to your propofals. Should 
they however be finally determinate 
and unalterable as you exprefs, we 
have only to lament that they are 
fuch as we cannot accede to, without • 
manifeft injury to our country, and 
incurring the difapprobation even of 
our unfortunate prifoners them* 
fclves. 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient and mofl 
humble fervants, 

William Davies. 
Rob. H. Harrison, 

CoL Hyde and C apt* Andre. 
Letters referred to in the report from 

Colonel Hyde and Capt. Andre 

to the Commander in Chief, with 

his Excellency's anfwer. 

Amboy, April 14, 1779. 
S 1 s, 
, We landed on Monday at about 
twelve o'clock, and yefterday had a 
firit conference with the gentlemen 
deputed to meet us. At interchang- 
ing our powers, we were not a little 
furprized to find ours objected to as 
to their competence to effect a general 
permanent cartel, thefe being the 
fame grounds on which they had be- 
fore obliged Britifh Commiffioners to 
break offa fimilar conference* They 
wifhed to have read in our commiflioa 
from your Excellency, '_« I do here- 
by, in virtue cf fuil po-jevs to ms de~ 
ehgated, nominate and appoint vou r 
ice. 

We 
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' We aTfo thought it rather inaufpi- 
tfous and not cafily to be reconciled 
to the zeal exprefled by the enemy 
for an exchange, to hear their Com- 
roiflioners in a firft interview propofe, 
that if your Excellency were not au- 
thorised to pledge the faith of the 
nation, the releafe of prifoners might 
be deferred till Arch authority could 
be obtained from Europe. 

Solicitous, however, to find if any 
«fefire of treaty exifted on their part, 
and cordially refolved to attempt 
every thing on ours, we entered on 
the fuhject; and in our converfations 
cf yefterday and this morning have 
been able to obferve, 

That although they conceive our 
powers inadequate to a general cartel, 
they do not alledge them to be fo as 
to a prefent exchange of prifoners, 
nor can we find where they mean to 
<!raw the line, whichisto circumfcribe 
cur regulations for the future; we 
are therefore inclined to hope that 
in this we are difputing on words. 

They difclaim all intention to draw 
us into an acknowledgment of their 
Independence, and have fully fatisfied 
us that the preamble may be couched 
an terms not repugnant to our general 
mode of expreffion with refpeel to 
them. * They appenr willing to talk of 
an exchange without entering into 
accounts. But 

They ftile General Burgoyne a Cw»- 
teander in Chief, and intimate that he 
Sand the other general officers fhould 
be nrft exchanged. 

They will not accede to a general 
delivery cf prifoners, pretending, 
contrary to vvhat we know to be the 
cafe, that the balance is greatly in 
their favour. 

They profefs ignorance of all trans- 
actions in Georgia, and refufe to en- 
ter into any agreement extending to 
prifoners. taken there. 

They cavil upon the rates at which 
unequal ranks might be interchanged 
where their intereit in the prefent 
cafe appears concerned. And 



They feenl to* be aiming, in the 
ni6de of exchange, at an arrange- 
ment which may leave private iol«* 
diers in their pofTeffion. 

We will, not however defpair of 
agreeing upon forae meafures for 
granting relief to the whole or a large 
portion of the prifoners now in their 
hands, and of fixing fome line .by 
which to be guided on future occa- 
fions of this nature. 

We take the liberty to obferve to 
your Excellency, that we cannot re- 
commend the conceflion they requir- 
ed in the matters relative to our 
powers, confident that the main point 
pf fhortening or alleviating the pain 
of captivity is in no manner connect- 
ed with it, and as we think it only de - 
manded in the fame fpirit of encroach- 
ment with which in each fucceflive 
power granted to Commiflioners for 
treating on this fubjeel, they have 
aiFecled to difplay more at large their 
ufurped dignities. 

, We muft acknowledge that the 
gentlemen we have met, are perfon- 
ally fuch as we could have wifhed to 
confer with. 

We have the honour, &c. 

West Hyde. 
John Andre. 
Amboy, April 16, 1779. 
Sir., 

We have to give your Excellency 
fome farther information as to our 
proceedings. 

1 We find that the American Com- 
rmffioners ftill urge the enlargement 
of our powers as necefiary for a gent* 
ral cartel, but we evidently fee thit 
it is for the purpofe of appearing to 
treat on the footing of a nation at 
war; and we cannot perceive that a 
conceffion on this head would hav« 
any other effect than giving them a 
triumph, efpecially as they introduce 
very improper matter to be acceded 
to, which this would not tend^ to 
remove. 

We have candidly fliewn them the 

ground on which we can proceed, 

1 and 
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and even made apropefal as to the 
rates at which officers of diflimilar 
tanks, and privates, might be ex- 
changed for each other; bnt have 
told them on the other hand, that, if 
only a partial exchange was tp take 
place, we infilled on, and would not 
depart from our demand, of receiv- 
ing private men, with officers, ia a 
battalion proportion ; or by exchang- 
ing the foldjers |of each regiment of 
the Convention army at the fame 
time with their officers, in order im- 
partially to afford relief to all condi- 
tions of men. 

they appear as though they felt, 
they muft accede to fomething of this 
nature, and confequently want to con- 
fine it as much as poflible, and to 
reftore to the loweft, the proportion 
of privates given with officers, re- 
jecting that propofed ; and they lay 
fome ftrefs on the different value of 
our trained foldiers enlifted for life, 
and their own troops, whofe time of 
fervice is daily expiring, or who are 
a rude militia, lending a precarious 
afiiftance, thus justifying their reluct- 
ance to giving ours up ; they alio, 
with the utmoit perfeverance, ftrive 
to enhance the ranks they chiefly 
pofTefs, and to depreciate thofe where 
we have the advantage in number, 
without reference to precedent, or re- 
gard to impartiality* 

The articles which they have 
fhewn us in a model for a cartel are 
many of them utterly inadmiffible, 
and for the moft part are vague and 
obnoxious to wilful conftructions, 
tending to furniih pretences for re- 
taliative infringements. 

Whatever fuccefs may attend our 
labours, they (hall be unremitted : 
we {hall continue to compare our 
ideas upon matters that can become 
the objects of this negociation, and 
fhail fee ir, (when all is rejected on 
both fides that cannot be agreed 
upon,) there will be a refidue worthy 
of making the fubflance of a treaty. 
We (hall at leaft acquire material's 
for evincing ycur Excellency's gene- 

Vol, VIII, 



ous intentions, and the Cmsfaction of 
having followed op the enemy'* 
difficulties, till we found them origi- 
nating in fevere and unjuiiifiabk 
policy. 

We fhail be happy to know that 
your Excellency approvesottrcondncl, 
and to receive your farther commands 
and advice. 

Wehave,5rc. 

West Hydi, 
John Andrb* 
New Tori, April 17, 1779, 
Gentlemen, 
I have received yqur letters of the 
J4th and 16th of this month, from 
the hope that the enemy's Commif- 
fioners would foon be convinced of 
the generous intentions wirh which 
you meant to profecute the bufinefs, 
would in confequence meet you with 
as fair an inclination ; I did not think 
it necefTary to anfwer your account of 
their cavils; 1 am concerned to find 
by your fecond letter, that on their 
part there tfill fubfifts an hefitation 
and chicane, fb little merited by the 
tenor of yonr proportions, 

1 have only to fay, that I approve 
entirely* both the liberality and cir- 
cumfpection of your conduct in thofe 
points of your negociation you have 
hitherto laid before me ; fhould the 
conference prove fruitlefs, the up- 
rightnefs of your proceedings will, at 
lead, mark undeniably the generofity 
of our views. 

J have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moil obedient, 
Humble fervant. 
(Signed) H. Clinton. 
Weft Hyde, and Capt. John Andr*. 

London Gazette, June 22, 1779. 

Extracl of a letter from General Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
B dtby to Lord George Germain, 
one of bis Majeftfs Principal Se- 

' cretaries of State, dated New-York, 
May 2 1, I779- 

A contrary wind having detained 

the packet, I have an opportunity of 

P p fencing 
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fending to your Lord fnip^ the copies 
of letters which I have this morning 
received from Major-general Mathew 
and Sir George Collier, together with 
tjie. returns of fhips, ftores And maga- 
zines already deftroyed in the Chefa- 
peak Bay : the operations have 
been well conducted, and the fuccefs 
has been very compleat. 
Copy of a letter from Major-general 

Mathew to General Sir Henry 
; C L 1 N T o n , dated Pertfmwtb, Vir- 
ginia, May 16, 1779. 
Sir, 

After a very favourable paflage of 
four days, we entered the Capes of 
Virginia the 8th inftant, coutrary 
winds prevented our landing till the 
loth. 

About three in the afternoon the 
army was landed at the Glebe, on 
the weflern more of Elizabeth river, 
jufl out of cannon fhot of the fort. 
As the troops landed, the column 
moved to inveft the fort. The ene- 
my, perceiving that their retreat 
would be cut off, evacuated before 
we could reach the fouth branch of 
Elizabeth river. 

The artillery and ftores, taken in 
the fort and town, will appear by 
the returns I have the honour to in- 
clofe. 

Having taken poffeflion of the fort, 
and placed guards in the town, I 
encamped in two lines, right to the 
fort, and £eft to the fouth branch. 

On the 1 ith the flank companies 
of the guar i)s took a ftrong pofition 
ten miles in front of "the right wing. 
The volunteers of Ireland took one 
equally ftrong, feven miles in froot 
of the left wing. The center of the . 
line was covered by an impenetrable 
.fwamp. 

On the 1 2th, the guards marched 
at night to Suffolk, eighteen miles, 
and arrived at day-break. The town 
was haftily deferted ; and Tome veffeJs, 
a very large magazine of proviiions, 
:with naval ftores, and two pieces of 
paanonj were deftroyed. The re- 



turns, Sir, will afcertain the quanti- 
ties. Mr. Barrett, volunteer, with 
one light infantry, were wounded. 

The volunteers of Ireland have had 
fome flight flcirmifhing, in which 
they have fuffered little* The ene- 
my have loft, in killed, wounded, and 
prifoners, four and twenty, 

I am profecuting your Excellency's 
further inftruclions, in which I have 
great reafon to believe very many of 
the inhabitants will contribute their 
afliftance, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Edw. Mathew. 
Copy tf a letter from Sir George 

Collier to General Sir Henry 

Clinton, dated Rai/cnabU, 

May 16, 1779. 
Sir, 

After leaving New- York the 5 th 
inft. with the men of war and tranf T 
ports under my command, I pro T 
ceeded towards the place of our de- 
ftination with the moft propitious 
winds, and on the 4th day (from our 
failing) made the Capes of Virginia^ 
The fleet anchored that night be- 
tween the fands near Willoughby 
Point, which they had hardly done, 
when the moft terrible flurry of thun- 
der, lightning, wind, and rain, came 
on, that I ever recollect : its conti- 
nuance, however, was not more than 
half an hour, and the fhips were 
all fo fortunate as to efcape driving 
on fhore. At fun-rife we faw fome 
rebel fhips and veflels in Hampton 
road, with their fails Ioofe, who, as 
foon as the tide admitted of it, got 
under weigh, and ran up Elizabeth 
and James rivers ; our fleet alfdj 
weighed^ and the Raifonable anchor- 
ed fhortly after in Hampton Road, 
her great draught of water not ad-J 
mitting of her going further with 
conveniency. I immediately fhifted 
my broad pendant to the Rainbow, 
and proceeded with the fleet up 
Elizabeth river, till a contrary wind 
and the ebb tide obliged us to anchor. 
The next morning being calm, pre- 
vented 
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Vented the flaps from moving with 
.the flood, on account of the narrow- 
nefs and intricacy of the channel ; 
and as the intended place of defcent 
Was not more than five or fix miles 
difiant, the General, anxious to lofe 
no time, embarked the firfl divifion 
in the flat boats, and covered by the 
Cornwallis galley, and two gun-boats, 
that carried a fix-pounder at each 
end, proceeded up, and landed with- 
out ojJpofitloft at the Glebe, which 
is diftant about three miles f;om the 
town of Portfmouth. The fort fired 
fome heavy guns at the galley, which 
,the diftance rendered of no effjft. 
A favourable breeze having arofe, 
brought the mips up, even before the 
firfl divifion had got on more ; and 
the remainder of the troops, with the 
field artillery, &c. were landed im- 
mediately with theutmoft expedition. 

The movements of the army after- 
wards, General Mathew will Deft ex- 
plain to your Excellency ; the rebels 
flill kept their colours flying upon 
the fort, from which circumftance 
we judged they intended making 
fome defence, though we did not ex- 
pect much. To give them, however, 
no* time for throwing up frefh works, 
. or for waiting to be reinforced by 
more rebel troops, it was agreed be- 
tween the General and myfelf, that 
the Rainbow mould move up with 
the morning tide before the fort, 
and that the troops, at the fame time, 
ihould attack it on the land fide. The 
-enemy, however, faved U9 the trouble 
by quitting it that evening, and we 
took pofTefTion of the fort and town 
of Portfmouth, as alfo of Norfolk 
(which is on the oppofite fide of the 
river) without the leafl oppofition. 

The enemy by this furrender loft 
feveral fhips and vefTels which fell in- 
to our hands. Some were burned by 
themfelves, among which were two 
large French fhips, who were faid to 
be loaded with a Uumfand hogfheads 
•f tobacco. 



Apprehending that many 
:bel vefTels had pufhed up the i 



more 
rebel" vefTels haoTpufhed up the river, 
I difpatched the Cornwallis galley, 
two gun-boats, four flat-boats man- 
ned and armed, together -with four 
privateers which had defired to re- 
ceive orders from me, under the 
command of Lieutenant Bradley, 
affifted by Lieutenants Hitchcock and 
Johnfoft, in purfuit of them. They 
were very fuccefsful in their enter- 
prize, taking and burning a great 
number of the enemies vefTels, many 
of which were on the flocks ready 
for launching. Amongft the cap* 
tures was the Black Snake, a rebel 
privateer of 14 guns, who, after be- 
ing cannonaded by the gun-boats, 
was carried by boarding, with the 
lofs of fome of the rebels, but on our 
fide two men only were wounded. 

I had fent fome fmall fhips, under 
the direction of Captain Creyk of this 
Otter, up the main branch of the 
Chefapeak, at the fame time I enter- 
ed Elizabeth river. The movement* 
Of this little fquadron were fo judici- 
6us, that the enemy, were much 
harrafTed and diftrefied ; they, de- 
ftroyed many vefTels and captured 
others, among which were two with 
about two hundred hogfheads of 
tobacco. * . 1 

The Raifonable remaining ftation- 
ed before' the town of Hampton, 
with fome armed tenders, blocks up 
that port, and the navigation of 
James river ; Elizabeth river is al- 
ready taken effectual care of, and 
Captain Creyk's little fquadron ren- 
ders the ingrefs and regrefs of the 
Chefapeak almofl impracticable for 
the rebel vefTels without their being 
taken. 

I have now informed your Excel- 
lency of the detail of our military 
operations by fea, to the prefent 
time. Our fuccefs, and the prefent 
appearance of thing* infinitely exceed 
our mofl fanguine expectations ; and 
if the various accounts the General 
' P p 2 an4 
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and myfelf have received can be de- 
pended upon, the moll flattering 
hopes of a return to obedience to their 
Sovereign may be expefted from moft 
of this province ; the people feem im- 
portunately deiirous that the royal 
ftan&rd may be ere&ed, and they 
give the moft pofitive aflurance that 
all ranks of me* will refort to it. 
You are too good a judge, Sir, of the 
very great importance of this pafs 
we now hold, to render my faying 
much upon that fubjeft neceffary ; 
permit me, however, (as a fea-officer) 
to obferve, that this port of Ports- 
mouth is an exceeding fafe and fe- 
cureafylum for (hips ajrainft an ene- 
my, and is not to be forced even by 
great fuperiorrty* The marine yard 
is large and extremely convenient, 
having a c on fid er able Hock of fea- 
foned timber, befides great quantities 
of other flores. 

From thefe considerations, joined 
to many others, I am firmly of opi- 
nion, that it is a meafure mod eflen- 
tially neceflary for his Majefty's fer- 
vice, that this port mould remain in 
ear hands, fmce it appears to me of 
more real confequence and advan- 
tage than any other the Crown now 
poflefles in America ; for by fecuring 
this, the whole trade of the Chefa- 
peak is at an end, and confequentlv 
the finews of the rebellion destroyed. 

I truft and hope, Sir, you will fee 
this matter in the fame important 
light I do, and give fuch directions 
for reinforcements to be fent here as 
you may think neceflary, in order for 
our'purfuing and improving thofe 
advantages, which we have with fo 
much good fortune acquired. 

General Mathew pro pofiag to write 
to you by this exprefs-boat, I fhall 
leave to his pe,n to inform you of the 
deftru&ion of the confiderable maga- 
zines in Suffolk, (intended for the 
Rebel army) by a detachment of the 
King's troops under Colonel Garth ; 
andj before I .conclude my letter, per- 
mit me tfr exprcfi my great fatisfac- 



tion. in the choke of the officers yd* 
were pleafed to name for co-operating 
with me on this expedition, as too 
much praife cannot be given General 
Mathew for his indefatigable zeal 
and attention for the Kind's fervicej 
and I have the pleafure in acknow- 
ledging the perfect harmony and nn- 
deritanding which fubfifts between 
his Majefty's land and fea-officers. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
Sir, &c. 
(Signed) Gio. Collier. 

Sir Henry Clint en, K. B. * 
Return ef 'ftores , Jbtps , fauv He. taken 
by bit Majefty's trodps in the toiv* 
of Port/mouth and River Elixabctb, 
in the Province cf Virginia^ May 

15, 1779- 
26 Caflcs of nails* 
87 Piles of rope* 
8 Hawfers. 
,5 Cables, 

no Pieces of fail-cloth. 
zi Bags fluffed. 
. 14 Bales of cloth. 
6 Ditto blankets. 
A large quantity of iron. 
193 Hogfheads of tobacco, 
43 Ditto rum, 1 puncheon ditto. 
1 1 7 Barrels of pork* 
113 Ditto flour. 
6 Ditto oil. 
59 Hogfheads raolafles. ' V 
67 Bags of fait, with a number of 
barrels ditto. 

jf large quantify *f rigging jjajls 9 &7c c&x, 
tar* and etberjtores not enumerated* 

1 Ship loaded with tobacco. 
1 Ditto. 

1 Ditto with mahogany and Jog- 
wood, with a number of fmai- 
ler veffels. 

In the Dock Tard, 
I Frigate ready to launch, burnt bjr 

the Rebels at our approach. 
I Ditto for 36 guns r on the Aocka. 
1 Ditto larger, keel only laid. 
1 Brig pierced for 20 guns, on the 

flocks. 
1 Sloop ditto* 

A larg* 
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A large quantity of marts and yards, 
with timber, plank, iron, and 
other ftores to a very confiderable 
amount. 

Upwards of 3000 barrels of pork 
deftroyed, witli the (lores, &c« at 
Suffolk; alfo a large quantity of 
different fpecies of provifions at 
Shepperds, on the Nanfemond. 

%l veflels, with a confiderable quan- 
tity of powder taken and deftroyed 
up. the South Branch of the navy. 
At Norfolk, 

1 Stand of colours, fails, and can- 
vafs prepared for the fliips and 
veflels on the flocks, 4 four-pound- 
ers, 1 fix ditto, 7 hoglheads of 
tobacco, fome provifions, and other 
ftores. 

A brig with 8 guns, and a floop bnrnt 
up the Weft Branch. 
(Signed) Edw. Mathew, M. G. 

Return of iron ordnance and floret 
taken at Port/mouth in Virginia^ 
May I!, 1779. 

Iron guns on fhip carriages. 19 
fix-pounders, 3 four pounders, 6 
three-pounders. — Total 28. 

Spare carriages, 9, Firelocks, 400. 
Bayonets, 263. Piftols, 3. Half 
barrels powder, 8. Whole bar- 
rels ditto, 2.~ 

(Signed) H. Rogers, Lieut, com- 
manding a detachment 
of the Royal Artillery 
in Virginia. 
N. B, At the Dock-yard, omitted 

fo be included, 4 fix-pounders. 

Return of ordnance and ft ores taken 
in Fort NeIfon t near Port/mouthy in 
Firgint a , May II , 1779. 

Iron guns on fhip carnages. 9 twen- 
ty-four-pounders, 2 nine-pound- 
ers, 1 1 fix-pounders.— Total 22. 

Iron guns on travelling carriages. 4 
four-pounders, 2 three-pounders. 
: — Total 6. 

Round fhot. 76S twenty-four pound- 
ers, 80 ninc-pounders, 3 \ 1 fix- 
pounders, £9 four-pounders.—- To- 
tal 1248. 

Bar mot. 17 Twenty- four-pounders, 



12'nine-pounders, 27 fix-pounderu 
. —Total 56. 

Grape (hot. 28 twenty-four-pound- 
ers, 30 fix-pounders. — Total 58. 
Chain (hot. 10 twenty-four-pounders* 
Cartridges paper filled. 77 twenty-* 
four-pounders, 28 nine-pounders, 
63 fix-pounders, 94 three-pound- 
ers.— Total 185. 
Handfpike, common, 350. Hand- 
fpikes flawed, 200. Powder ia 
whole barrels, 1 8 . Powder itt 
broken barrels, zo. Wadhooks, 
10. Ladles with wad hooks, 6. 
Ladles, 14. Sponges, 11. Search- 
ers fets, 2. Damaged powder bar* 
rels, 3 and a half. Iron truck 
wheels, 6. Spare carriages, 19.' 
(Signed) H. Rogers, Lieut, com- 
manding a detachment of the 
Royal Artillery in Virginia. 
Admiralty Office ', June l6, I 7 79* 
Lieutenant Wickey, of his Ma- 
jefty's fhip the Rainbow, arrived late 
at Night on the 22d inftant, with 
letters from Sir George Collier, Com- 
mander in Chief of his Majefty'a 
fhips and veflels in North America,, 
to Mr. Stephens, of which the follow-* 
ing are extracts, viz. 
Rainbow, off Port/mouth, May f t 

1779- 
* Having concerted with Sir Henry 
Clinton, Commander in Chief of the 
King's forces in America, themoftpro- 
bable means for retraining the trade 
of his Majefty's rebellious fubjects, a 
defcent in Virginia was judged of the 
greateft utility for that and other pur- 
pofes ; in confequeuce of which, I 
failed from New- York on the 5th 
inftant, with his Majefty's fhips Rai- 
fonable and Rainbow, the Otter, Di- 
ligent, and Haerlem floops, and 
Cornwallis galley, together with fc* 
veral priVate fhips of war, and twenty- 
two tranfpons, having on board the 
grenadiers and light companies of 
the guards, the 42d regiment, the 
royal volunteers of Ireland, and 
the Heuian regiment of Prince 
Charles $ 
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Charles ; all under the command of 
Major-general Mathew. 

Our paflage was fo favourable, that 
the fleet anchored, on the fourth 
evening from our failing, between 
the fhoals of Willoughby Point, in 
Virginia, and early the next day pro- 
ceeded up Elizabeth River, leaving 
the Raifonable in Hampton Road, 
whofe great draught of water made 
her going further very hazardous. 

When the tide of ebb and a calm 
made it necefTary for the fleet again 
to anchor, we were not above five 
miles from the intended place of de- 
fcent. Anxious to give the enemy 
too time for preparation and reinforce- 
ment, the firft divifion of troops were 
embarked in the fiat boats, proceeded 
* and covered by the Cornwallis galley, 
and two gun boats (carrying a fix- 
pounder at each end) and landed 
without oppofition at the Glebe, 
two miles and a half from the fort, 
and three from the town of Portf- 
mouth ; a favourable breeze brought 
tip the (hips foon after, and the dif- 
embarkation of the reft of the troops 
was made with the utmoft expedi- 
tion. 

Except a few guns fired at the Rain- 
bow from the fort, which the diilance 
rendered of no effect, there was no 
oppofition made by the rebels : they 
abandoned their works with precipi- 
tation, leaving the rebel colours fly- 
ing, which were taken pofleffionof the 
fame evening by the King's troops. 
The enemy loft by this furrender 
feveral fhips and vefTels in the har- 
bour, which fell into our hands; many 
others were burnt by therafelyes; 
amongft whom were two large French 
ihips, laden (as it is reported) with a 
ihoufand hogfheads of tobacco. 

We found in the dock-yards a very 
large quantity of naval ilores of dif- 
ferent kinds, which I fhall direct to 
be Clipped in the tranfports, for his 
Majefty's careening yard at New- 
Ycrk. 



After the necefTary ports wettf 
eftablifhed, and poffeffion tak<*fi of 
Portfmouth and Norfolk, a detach- 
ment of the army marched to Suffolk, 
and deftroyed the faked provifions de* 
figned for Mr. Wafhirigton's array, 
to what quantity is not exactly afcer- 
tained, but it is reported at 5000 
barrels. 

The enemy upon the whole have 
fuffered very confiderably - for be- 
fides their Iofs in naval ftores, to- 
bacco, molaffes, and other articles, 
there have already been deftroyed and 
taken, fince our entering the Chefa- 
peak, not Iefs than 130 veflels, 
amongft which are a fhip of war of 
twenty-four guns, almoft rigged, 
burnt by themfelves ; another of 
thirty-fix guns, not quite finiflied, 
and on the flocks ; one of eighteen, 
one of fixteen, and three of fourteen 
guns, all defigned for cruizing on the 
Britifh trade. 

I have the honour to fend thefe 
di (patches to their Lordfhips by Mr. 
Wickey, my Firft Lieutenant, an 
officer of merit, who is deferving of 
my recommendation of him to their 
Lordfhips. 

Philadelphia) May ( c. On Monday 
laft, the 26th ult. about break of da^ 
a detachment of Britifh, confifting of 
feven hundred men, were difcovered 
by a fcouting party of Col. Ford's, 
coming up the North River, about 
half a mile below the Red Bank, who 
immediately gave the alarm. The 
enemy directly landed four hundred 
men at Painter's Point, and about 
forty of them marched up to Shrewf- 
bury; the remainder went about 
half a mile to the weftward, and came 
out about William Wardill's place, 
with a view to cut off a retreat of. 
near three hundred of our people 
pofted on that ftation. Col. Ford'* 
party (uncertain of the enemy's force) 
retreated, and got about four hun- 
dred yards a-head of them; the enemy 
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purfued them to the Falls, firing all 
the way, but could not overtake 
them. They then fet fire to High 
Sheriff Van Breenk's houfe, and a 
houfe, the property of and adjoining 
to Colonel Hendrickfon's dwelling 
houfe, which were burnt to the 
ground. They alfo fired the houfes of 
Capt. Richard M'Knight and John 
Little, Efq. The enemy then re- 
turned to Shrewibury, plundering all 
the way to Colonel Breeze's, whom 
they robbed of all his money and 
moil of 'his plate, and at juftice 
Holmes's, where they plundered and 
deftroyed every thing they could lay 
their hands upon ; and then retreated 
to their boats, a few militia firing on 
them. They then went to Middle- 
ton, and joined three hundred who 
had crofTed oyer there, when the four 
hundred marched to Shrewfbury, and 
flaid till evening, burning a houfe 
and barn, and plundering fome of 
the inhabitants. Colon'el Holmes 
had by this time afTembled one hun- 
dred and forty of the militia, who 
drove them to their boats near the gut, 
dividing the Highlands from Sandy- 
hook. One of the enemy was killed, 
and another taken prifoner* The ene- 
my carried off with them Juflice Co- 
venhoven and fon, likewife feveral 
others. They got off" by fun-fet, and 
returned to New-York, taking away 
fome cattle and horfes. 
*' On Saturday laft George Hardy, 
convicted of high treafon, and con- 
demned to be hanged, was taken to 
the place of execution, and a few 
minutes before the time in which he 
fcxpecled to be launched into eternity, 
a reprieve from his Excellency the 
rVefident and Council unexpectedly 
arrived, by which the execution of 
the fentence is refpited " until the 
end of the next fitting of General 
AfTembJy,"* agreeable to the Confli- 
fution, The reprieve evidently gave 



fatisfa&ion to the fpeftators, who 
were flrongly moved by compafljoa 
toward the wife and children of this 
unhappy man : perhaps the more fo, 
as Hardy was but a poor man, and 
bad few friends. It is remarkable, 
that much lefs intereft had been made 
to fave him than any other perfon 
under fentence of death fince the 
eftablimment of the prefent govera- 
raent. 

New-Tork, June 7. We hear that 
the greateft part of Wafhington'* 
army have left their camp at Mid- 
dlebrook, and are marched towards 
Tappan and Haverftraw, on the weft 
fide of Hudfon's river. 



London Gazette, July 10, 1779. 

Yefterday afternoon. Captain Fra- 
fer, late of the Guards, and now in the 
4th regiment, arrived at this office 
in twenty days from New-York, with 
difpatches from General Sir Henry 
Clinton, Knight of the Bath, to the 
Right Hon. Lord George Germain^ 
one of his Majelty's Principal Secre- 
taries of State, of which the following 
are extracts : 
Extract of a letter from General Sir 

Henry Clinton, Knight of the 

Bath, to LordGtOKGE Germain, 

dated Head Quarters, Pbilifjburg % 

June 18, 1779. 

1 had the honour td tranfmit to your 
Lordfhip, in my difpatches of the 
1 6th and 19th ult. forwarded by the 
Carteret packet, copies of letter* 
which I had juft then received from 
Major-general Mathew, and Com- 
modore Sir George Collier, giving 
an account of their fuccefs in Chefa- 
peak Bay ; and I likewife inclofed 
a copy of my inftrudtions to Major- 
general Mathew. I now fend a copy 
of the letter which I received after- 
wards from General Mathew. The 
whole fleet returned here on the 29th 
of May, 



* A pardon cannot b« granted until that time 
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Having ever been fcnfible of the 
importance of the pofls of Stoney 
Point and Verplanks, tke moll direft 
and convenient communication be- 
tween the provinces on either fide of 
Hudfon's river, I have conceived no 
liour could be better chofen to pofTefs 
royfelf of them, than when the ene- 
my's works ihould be nearly com- 
pleated : in thefe opinions, it has 
been made the firft operation of the 
campaign. With the advantages de- 
rived from the enemy's labour, I 
liave been able, with little work and 
few materials, toelbbliihat this pafs 
s poft of tolerable fecurity. 

Ifhall not trouble your Lordfhip 
with a detail of the movements for 
this jjurpofe, but content myfelf 
with informing you, that the troops 
<leftlned for this fervice, under Major- 
general Vaughan, were joined after 
their embarkation by the corps from 
Virginia, which arrived ir. jufttime 
to proceed with him up the North 
River on the 30th of May. 

In the morning of the 31ft Major- 
general Vaughan landed with the 
<jros of his command on the e alt-fide 
cf the river, eight utiles below 
"Verplanks, whilfl ihe 17th, 6;d and 
64th regiment, with 100 Yagers, 
which I accompanied, proceeded to 
within three miles of Stoney Point, 
where they landed und?r Lieutenant- 
colonel Johnfon. On the fhips 
coming in view, the rebels evacuated 
their works, which were in fome for- 
wardnefs, ' and fet fire to a large 
fclock-houfe. As the troops approacii- 
ed to take pofleflion, they made fome 
ihew of refiftance, by drawing up 
upon, the hills, but did not wait a 
conflict. 

Sir George Collier favoured the 
expedition with the affiftaucc of the 
g^lltys and gun-boats of the fleet 
under his own direction ; thefe ex- 
changed fome fhot with Fort Ja 
Fayette, a fmall but compleat wcrk 
on the eaft fide of the river; whilft 
the troops were pofiefiing themfclves . 



of the heigh* of Stoney Poiot # which 

commanded it. 

In the night, the artillery, which 
I found necefTary, was landed, and 
Major-general Pattifon a/Turned the 
command. His exertions and good 
arrangements, feconded by the chear- 
ful labour of the troops, gave me the 
fatisfaftion of feeing a battery of 
cannon and mortars opened at five 
the next morning on the fummit of 
this difficult rock. Their effect was 
foon perceived, as well as that of (he 
galleys. General Vaughan appearing 
at this time in the rear of the fort, 
prevented the retreat which the enemy 
•were concerting. Under thefe rir~ 
cum fiances they delivered themfelves 
into our hands upon the terms of 
humane treatment, which I pro- 
mi fed them. 

The fort mounted four pieces of 
artillery, and the garrifon confuted of 
one Captain, three Lieutenants, a 
Surgeon's mate, and 70 privates, 

I have much fatisfadlion in ac- 
quainting your Lordfhip, that this 
little fuccefs was effected without the, 
lofs of a fmgle man, and that only 
one Yager was wounded on the oc- 
caiion. 
Copy of a letter from Maja~-genera} 

MaTKEW to Sir HfiVlRY CLIN- 
TON, dated on board the Rainbow 
in Elizabeth Ri<ver, May 24, 1 779, 

Sir, 
■Since my laft of the 16th inftant, 
we have continued to collect /lores 
of all forts to a very great amount, 
military, naval, and provifions ; the 
laft have been daily diilributed to the 
numerous inhabitants of Portsmouth 
and its neighbourhood. 

having been informed on the 16th 
that fome parties of the enemy were 
fculking about the Great Bridge, 
feven miles in front of Lieutenant- 
colonel Doyle's poll, I ordered him 
to march fuddeniy to furprize them, 
having fent to him fome dragoons 
under the command of Captain 
Deimar for that purpofe. The enemy 

wat 
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Was di(pe*fed. and Colonel Doyle 
took goft at the bridge. Intelligence 
was received, that there were' many 
public ftoresatKempe's Landing, in 
Princefs Ann County, and fome con- 
fiderable vefTels in the Eaft branch of 
Elizabeth River, and on the Hocks :' 
a ftrong detachment from the +zd 
Regiment was ordered to pafs the 
river to Norfolk, and march to 
£empe's Landing, nine miles : a, 

fun-boat and fome Hats went up the 
ranch* Colonel Stirling was pleafed 
to go with this detachment ; their 
fuccefs was complete, as will appear 
by the returns. 

The troops' returned to their camp 
the fame day, May the 17th. From 
this time to the 2zd, little more 
occurred than embarking the enemy's 
(lore $ that have fallen into our hands. 
The engineer has been employed for 
many 'days, with near 100 blacks, 
to, deftroy the fort, which was Co 
fubilantially conftru&ed, as to give 
^s a great deal of trouble in the 
demolition. 

May the 2 id, a party of the 42d, 
in two flat boats, fell down the river 
to Tanner's Creek, and deftroyed fix 
Ve/Tels on the Hocks, one of which, 
nearly compleated, for 16 guns.. I 
determined to reimbark the 24th, 
to return to York, according to your 
Excellency's orders, by the ill of June* 

The out- polls were this day with- 
drawn, without being incommoded 
in the leajft by the enemy ; and the 
whole embarkation was completed 
^before noon. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Edw. Mathew. 

The general return not being 
completed, I have enclofed Colonel 
Stirling's particular one. 
.fnvotce of /tores found at Kempe's 

Landing by the 42*/ or Royal High" 
I land Regiment, May 1 779. 
■ ,. Eight cannon, 2 cohorns, 1 fwivel, v 
-4 ladles and worms, 2 rammers, 15 
, carriages, 4 anchors, (2 large and z 
jmall) % camboufes. (1 large and 1 

Vol. VI1L 



fmall) 164 barrels of tar, tg nogf- 

hteads of tobacco, a fmall ha.wfer/17 
" grindfloncs, a few meets of lead, and 

a beam and weights* . 
Gentlemen* 
You are hereby ordered and re* 

quired to fcnd the above ftores to 

Portfmoutli within forty-eight hours 

from the date hereof, g under pain of 

military execution. 

(Signed) T. Stirling, Colonel, 

To the Inhabitants 
of Kempe* s Landing* 

N. £. Seven veflels burnt, one to 
be fent down by the owner to* 
morrow, oneprote&ed by the Com- 
k rhodore* 

^ivefwivels and fome rope brought 
in boats. 

ExtraB of a letter from General Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
JBath, to LordGtOKGE Germain, 
dated Head Quarters, Philipjburgh, 

^une 18, 1779. 
ot having received any accounts 
whatever from Major-general Prevoft, 
fince his letter of the 1 6th of April, 
1 can only inclofe, for your Lord- 
ftiip's information, copies of reports 
and intelligence lately received from 
Georgia. 

Thefe reports mention, that Gene- 
ral Prevoft had advanced to South- 
Carolina; that the enemy had de* 
ferted and deftroyed Fort Johnfon ; 
that the Britifli troops were in pof- 
feffion of James Ifland ; that prepa- 
rations were making to attack Sulli- 
van's Ifland ; and that General Pre- 
voft had faid in a letter, written to 
Savannah, that he hoped foon to be 
in poflsffion of Charies-town : thac 
they Tiad offered to capitulate, 011 
condition of their remaining neuter, 
which the General would not grant 
them, or any other terms but their 
furrendering prisoners of war„ That at 
Beaufort, Port Royal, tjie General 
had had a Ikirmim with the rebels ; 
that he then proceeded, having been, 
joined by great numbers of Caroli- 
nians ; ana that many of {he inhabi- 
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Unts on the north fide of. the Savan- 
nah had come into the out- polls, 
and were forming into a body, nam- 
ing themfelves the Carolina Volun- 
teers. The troop* were uncommonly 
healthy, and provisions were plenti- 
ful and very cheap. The Rofe and 
another man of war with' the convoy 
were arrived, without lofing a veflel, 
at Savannah, from New- York; and 
feventeen fail of (hips had alfo arriv- 
ed from Great Britain and Ireland at 
Tybce : that . great numbers of re- 
fugees were preparing to return from 
fcaft-Florida and Georgia to South 
Carolina, induced thereto by the fuc- 
cefles the Britifh troops had met with 
in thofe provinces. 

Thefe reports were received from 
Captain Symonds of his Majefty's 
fhlp the Solebay, which arrived at 
New York the 17th of June, from 
Savannah, in fifteen days. — From 
Mr. Paumier, Deputy Commiflary of 
the army in North America, in a 
]*cter dated Savannah, 23d of May.*— 
And from Mr. James M'Alp^he, 
commander of a fchooner, who arriv- 
ed at New York on Wednefday the, 
1 6th of June, from St. John's in 
tail Florida; and laft from oft'Ty bee 
in Savannah River, Georgia, whence 
he took his departure the 5 th of June. 

London Gazette, July 13. 

Admiralty Office, July 13. The 
letters from 6ir George Collier, 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's 
/hips in North America, to Mr. 
Stephens, of which the following are 
cxtra&s and copies, were received on 
Saturday evening : 
RaifcnabUj off Ntw York, June 18. 

The Solebay arrived lalt night. 
She brings me difpatches from 
Captain Henry, fenior officer of the 
King's mips at Georgia, which I 
have the honour to communicate to 
their Lord {hips herewith ; and am, 
Sir, Your moil obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 
Geo. Collier. 

PkiUp Stefbent, Efq* 



ExtraS 9/ a letter /rem Caffmin 

Henry, .fenior officer ef bit Ma- 

jtftfs Jhlpr In Georgia, t9 Sir 

George Collier. 

Savannah, May 23. I have the 

honour of your letter and orders by 

the Rofe and Solebay, who brought 

all their convoy in fafe; This goes 

by the Solebay, who fails to-morrow 

morning. 

The King's troops, about 3000, 
linder Major-general Prevoft, croffed - 
Savannah River on the 29th of April, 
and marched from Purifburgh towards 
Charles-town, the rebels abandoning 
every flrong poft as our array ap- 
proached. We are now, without lois, 
m pofleflion of James Ifland, John's 
'ifland, and all the fouth fide or* 
Charles-town harbour, the rebels 
having abandoned and burnt Fore 
John (on. General Moultrie is in 
Charles-town with 1 000 men; and 
General Lincoln at Dorchefter, afraid 
to come on Charles-town Neck, left 
we fhould get behind him. 

The Greenwich armed floop, 
Comet and Snake galleys* with four 
victuallers of eafy draught, are gone 
up to Stono Inlet, and from thence 
up the river to Wapoo Cut, agree- 
able to the General's requeft. 

The Vigilant is ordered from 
"Port Royal with eight tranfports and 
an ordnance brig to Five- fa thorn 
Hole, within Charles-town Bar, to 
co-operate as much as poffible with 
the army. 

The Germain Provincial armed 
fhip remains at Port Royal, for the 
protection of the inhabitants, who, 
.together with all the other ifland s, 
have fent in their fubmiffions. When 
the Vigilant and armed vefTels failed 
from hence, they went through 
Caillbogie Sound and Scull Creek 
into Broad River, and on their ap- 
proach the rebels burnt Fort Ltttplf 
ton in Port Royal, and abandoned 
another fort on St. Helena, leaving 
it entire We have taken the guns 
out of both, there being no troops 
togarrifon tkem, and not caring to 
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leave them in onr rear, left the rebels 
fhould re-pofTefs them. 

Charles-town has offered to capitu- 
late, if they might remain neuter 
during the war, which was refufed : 
our army is in poffeffion of feveral 
flats and canoes on Afhley River ; • 
they have befides feven flat boats 
from hence ; their plan is to crbfs 
the harbour, and, if poffible, poflefs 
. Mount Pleafant. ; 

The Rofe and Keppel brigs are to 
. fail in two days with two of the' 
victuallers from York, and one from 
hence with rum, which the army 
wants ; they are ordered to join the 
. Vigilant in Five-fathom Hole. 

Foar veffels are juft arrived from 
the Weft Indies with rum, which 
has fet us up in that article. 

The fuppiy of ftores and flops you 
have been pleafed to fend in the Rofe 
is very ample to our wants. 
Sir, your moft obedient and t 
moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) John Henry. 
RaifonabU, iff Ne*w~Yerk, June i j. 
.Major-general Mathew being the, 
commanding officer of the King's 
land forces employed on the expedi- 
dition to Virginia, I directed, in con- 
fequence of his requisition, thofe 
troops to be re- embarked in the tranf- 
ports $ previous to which however 
they demolifhed the parapets and 
barracks of the fort, and fet fire to all 
the remaining ftores, ftorehoufes, and 
other buildings in the dock-yard at 
Gofport ; as alfo to the veflels on the 
flocks, &q. to an immenfe amount : 
the town and harbour of £ott£mouth 
was then abandoned by'us, and! put 
to fea with the men of war and 
tranfports mentioned in my former 
letter, together with feventeen prizes, 
making in the whole fifty-three fail, 
and proceeded back to New- York, 
where we fafely arrived on the 29th 
. of May, after a moft favourable 
j paftage of little more than three days, 
* . I am, Sir, your moft obedient, 
bumble fervant, Ge«, Colusr. 
Philip Stephens^ Efo 



Raifonablt) of New-York, June 14. 
In my letter to you of yefterday, I 
mentioned the men of war and tranf- 
ports under my command arriving 
here on the 29th of laft month from 
Virginia ; you will be pleafed to ac- 
quaint their Lordfhips, that immedi- 
ately on my anchoring, the Comman- 
der in Chief of the army informed 
me of his intention to proceed on an 
expedition up the North river, to re- 
duce the works the rebels had thrown 
up at Verplanks and Stoney Point, 
for the fecurity of the important pafs 
of King's Ferry ; the General ex- 
preffing a wifh for my being prefent, 
and to have the affiftance of the troop* 
returned from Virginia, I directed 
the tranfports to move up Hudfon's 
river immediately, and accompanied 
them in the Raifonable, having alfo 
with me the Camilla, Vulture floop, 
Cornwallis, Crane, and Philadelphia 
galleys, and two gun-boats, Wt 
paired the chevaux de frize without 
any accident, and came to with the 
Raifonable, about eight miles above 
Dobb's Ferry ; I then went into the v 
Camilla, and proceeding on with the 
tranfports, anchored juft out of ran- 
dom (hot of Fort la Fayette, which 
the rebels had erected on Verplanks 
Point ; Major-general Vaughan, with 
a part of the army, landing on the 
Eaft fide, and Sir Henry Clinton, * 
with Major-general Pattifon, and the 
remainder of the troops, on the op- 
pofite fhore, about a mile and a half 
from Stoney Point, an exceeding 
ftrong poft, where the rebels were 
erecling*a block-hbufe, and fortify- 
ing the heighths On our approach 
they quitted their works, and fet 
them on fire, efcapng to the moun- 
tains. The troops very foon took 
pofTeflion, and, with infinite fatigue 
and labour, heav* cannon were drug- 
ged up a fteep precipfce from a very 
bad landing place ; the three gallics 
being advanced, fired upon Fort la 
Fayette, which was returned by the 
rebels. Major-general Pattifon, of 
the artillery, had, with indefatigable 
CLq a perftvenradft 
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^jjerfevtrance* erefted two batteries , 
(one of which were mor tars) dining 
tjie night, and at dawn of day began 
to play upon the rebel fort; the dif- 
tance acrofs the fiver being about a 
thcufand yards, and was commanded . 
by. the high ground of Stoney Point ; 
£he cannonading t continued all day, 

. 4uring which General Vaoghan and , 
his divifion marched round, and 
fpmpletely invented the enemy's po/L 
As foon as it was dark, I ordered 
iKe Vulture and Cornwaljis , galley 
to pafs the fort, and anchor above it, t 
to prevent the efcape of the rebels, by 
rwater ; thy ^as done without da- -_ 
jnage, and had the ^tended efieel ; 

* the fire from our batteries and gajltes < 
tfceing now much fuperior to .that of. 
the enemy, they beat the chamade ; 
the cannonading ceased ; a flag oF 
truce was fent in to fummons them, 
and they confented to furrender the 
ifort and their arms, and become pri-. 

Yoners of war. We found the fort a 
fmall complete little work, with a 
block-houfe, double ditch, chevaux . 
*le frize, and abatis. His Majefty's 

, troops have taken pqfl'effion of it, and 
are alfo fortifying the ftrong poft of 
iStoney Point, by which we are maf- - 
ters of King's Ferry, and oblige the 
rebels to make a detour of ninety 

', whiles acrofs the mountains to com- 
jnunicate with thecountry eaft of Hud- 
fonY river. I am, Sir, . . 

Your moft obedient 

humble iervant, 
Geo. Collier. 
Philip Stephens, E/q, 

. Philadelphia, May 5. ■ 
$xtra& of a letter from a Gentleman 

of rank in South-Carolina, dated . 

x*harles-tovon> uifril 5, J 779. . 

*' The camp formed by his Ex- 
cellency Governor 'Rutiedge en- 
creafes, . 

'* Colonel Hammond marched with 
a detachment a few days ago towards . 
Fulfome's^ Fort, at Ogeechee, in 
Georgia, in order to attack a large 



body of difkire&ed Indians* CreeSs, 

and Cherokees, tmder the command 
of Tate, Cameron, and other white 
barbarians : thefe having received in- 
telligence of Colonel Hammond'* 
approach, burnt ami abandoned the 
fort the 28th of March; many of 
them .fled v towards the Indian coin* 
try; about feventy attempted to join 
fhe British troops at Savannah, -but 
Colonel Hammond came up with * 
and routed them, killed eight In T 
dians and took three prifoners, killed 
two white barbarians, and took three 
of them prifoners* <Of the Indian* 
.ilain, two were principal men of the 
Creek Ration ; one of the prifoners is 
the fon of „Miftraego,:or otherwife 
. called. the Big-rfellow..:. 

" Colonel Hammond fuftaTned ha 
. damage, excepting a -wounded Lieu- 
nant, Pofs. t 

" Our friends of the Creek nation 
wimed we fhould give thofe fallows a 
drubbing : I hope thia will have a 
good effect. ' 

*« Y eflerday our ftate veflels brought 
in four prizes, two brigs with rum 
for the enemy, at Georgia, a New- 
Providence (loop, intended for the. 
fame place, and a privateer {loop of 
twelve guns. . < , 

" In the beginning of th^e prefent 
conteft with -Great Britain, we faid 
we would fpend one half to faye the 
other ; if We have a tenth part of the 
virtue we then boafted of, let ufi pay 
as the Dutch did, one twentieth 
penny, and we {hall foon fink our 
paper money." 



London Gazette, Sept* 2C. 
JP'hitehalt^ Sept. 2C» I779< 
By Lieutenant-colonel Prevoft, wbq 
arrived in town on the 23d inft. from 
Georgia, a letter from Nrajor-general 
Prevoft to Lord George Germain, one 
of his Majcfty's Principal Secretaries 
of State, dated at Savannah the 4th 
of Auguft, has been received, of 
wfcich the following/is an extracl : 

Extract 
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£xfra8 efa tetter from Major-general * 
Prevost to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated Savannah, Auguft 4, 

1779- " , * 

Sir, ' 

Since my lad- difpatches from St. 
John's Uland (copies of which are" 
herewith fent) I have had no oppor- * 
jtunity to write direftJy to your Lord- 
fliip; our operations fince that time 
have been chiefly confined in remov- 
ing from one ifland to another, and 
' eilablifliing the difrerentpofts intend- 
ed to be occupied during the great 
heat, and the fickly feafon : how-* 
pver, oh the loth of June, after" 
every preparation had been made to 
abandon tl^e poft dn Stono Ferry, and 
to quit the ifland of St. John's, the 
enemy's whole force attacked that 
poft with eight pieces of cannon an<J 
5000 men ; their attack was at firft 
fpirited, but the gdbd countenance of 
the troops, -and the fire of the armed 
flat that covered the left ffank of our 
'poll, juft as the troops were ferrying 
.over to reinforce it, obliged theene-* 
my to retreat ; a favourable opportu- 
nity of purfuing them, and giving . 
them a feyere check, was loft for want 
of the horfes, which had been fent 
away two or three days before ; and, 
before the troops ha*d arrived on the 
' ; ground, the rebels had got too great 
a diftance to expeft to come up with 
them on foot. I have the honour of 

• /ending herewith a return of our lofs 
■ on that day. Lieutenant- colonel 

*Maitland, who commanded there, 
had with him the firft battalion 71ft, 
then mpch reduced, a weak battalion 
of Heflians, and the refugees -of 
North and South Carolina, amouht- 

* M*g *?* tne wn °l e t0 about 800 men ; 
they all behaved with coolnefs and 

v . bravery. The enemy loft a Colonel 
. of artillery^ much efteemed amongft 
them, and about 28 officers of diffe- 
rent ranks, and between three and 
four hundred killed and wounded ; 
they were enabled to carry off the lat- 
ter, an4 many of the former, by 



having a number of empty waggojw, 
brought with them for that purpofe, 
The troops, after remaining three 
days longer on that ground, at laft 
abandoned it, and began to move to- 
wards Port Royal Ifland, where the 
laft arrived about the/izth ult. A 
-corps has been left there to aft at all, 
times upon* a moft refpeftable defen- 
five, and occafionajly to harrafi the 
quarters of the enemj, and thofe 
parts of the province that are. accef- 
fible to our gal lies and boats from 
the bay of St. Helena; , it "cannot he 
eligible to extend our polls far to the , 
<Weftward, for reafon for which 1 beg 
leave to refer to Lieuten;nrt*coloneI 
Prevoft, whofe departure I mult la- 
ment, as his abilities and- teal for the 
fervice made him a mbft ufeful afflft- 
ant on every occafion : his knowledge 
o£ the- country and its refources will 
enable him to give' your Lordfhip 
every necefFary information-: 5ir 
James Wright's arrival in the Expe- 
riment, the I3thinftant, having re- 
lieved him from the civil adrainiilfra- 
tion. 

Return of the killed, wounded and 
mijjingj «/ the repulfe of the rebels 
at Stono Ferry, South-Carolina, 
June 20, I779. 

7 1 ft Regiment, ift Battalion. \ 
Lieutenant, 1 Enfign, 1 Serjeant, 15 
rank and file, killed ; 1 Captain, 1 
Lieutenant, 1 Enfign, 1 Serjeant,*3Z 
rank and file, wounded. - 

Ditto. 2d Battalion. 1 Rank and 
file, killed ; 1 1 rank and file, wound- 
ed. ''■''- 

TrumbacVs Heflians. 2 Serjeants, 
2 rank and file, kiHed ; 1 Major, 2 
Lieutenants, 4 Serjeants, 1 ^rum- 
mer, 28 rank and file, wounded; 1 
miffing. 

ill Battalion South Carolina Roy-, 
alifh. 1 Major, 1 Serjeant, killed ; 
1 Captain, 1 Serjeant, 3 rank and 
file, wounded., 

2d Battalion and North Carolina 
volunteers. 1 Serjeant, 3 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Total* 
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Total, i Major, I Lieutenant, i 
Enfign, 4 Serjeant!, iB rank and 
* file, killed ; 1 Major, 2 Captains, 3 
Lieutenants, 1 Enfign, 7 ierjeants, 
I Drummer, 77 rank and file, wound- 
ed ; 1 rank and file, miffing. 

Artillery* 1 Matrofs killed. 1 
" Captain, a Lieutenants, 3 matroflcs, 
5 additionals, wounded. 
(Signed) 

A. Prevost, M, G. 
Officers killed 
Lieutenant Rod. Mutchifon, lit. 
battalion, 71ft regiment. 

Enfign William Mackintosh, ditto. 
Major William Campbell, 1ft bat- 
. talion of South Carolina Royalifts. . 
Officers wounded* 
Captain Colin Campbell, lit bat- 
talion, 71ft regiment. 
Lieutenant Thomas Frafcr, ditto. 
Enfign M. Mutchifon, ditto, 
N. B. Lieutenant Wallace, fince 
dead of his wounds. 

Heffiam wounded. 
Major Endemen, Lieutenant Wi- 
dekin, Lieutenant de Greiiheim, 
Lieutenant Engelhard. 

Lieutenant-colonel Prevoft has alfo 
brought a triplicate of another letter 
from Major-general Prevoft to Lord 
. George Germain, dated head-quar- 
ters, St. John's lflandj 12 miles from 
Charles-town, June jo, 1779, of 
which the following is an extract; 
neither the original or duplicate hav- 
- jng been received : 
Mxtrad of a letter from Major -general 
Prevost to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated Head- quarters, St* 
John's IJ!and 9 1 2 miles from 
Charle$-tQ<wn % June 10, 1779* 
, t would have been happy to be able 
to acquaint your Lordlhip with the 
jurrender of Charles-town. 

I ihall relate to your Lordfhip the 
means by which oar progrefs was fo 
little interrupted, and the reaibn for , 
.bringing his Majefty's army into this 
{ province. 

Towards tie latter end of April, I 



received information that General 
Lincoln (who till then had occupied a 
ppfuion on the north fide of Savan- 
nah river, by which he equally cover- 
ed every part of a river at all times 
extremely difficult, but deemed im- 
pafTabte in times of frefhes, and in the 
face of an army) had marched the 
beft part of his army toward Augufta, 
to penetrate from thence into Georr 
gia, and to protect a meeting of the 
rebel delegates appointed to meet at 
Augufta, on the 10th ultimo; thift 
consideration, added to a wifh to pre- 
ferve the reputation of his Majeffcy's 
arms, by acting on the offenfive, and 
to oblige Mr, Lincoln to quit his 
project, and to procure provifiona 
from this province, induced me to 
penetrate into Carolina. The corps 
of obfervation of the rebel army be- 
ing about aoco men, but chiefly mi- 
litia, under the command of Briga- 
dier-general Moultrie, furprized to 
fee the Bririm troops emerging from 
fwamps deemed impafTable, were 
{truck with fuch a panic as to make 
but a weak refinance at the feveral 
ilrong paiTes through which we had 
to pafs in purfuit of them, and fled 
wjth the greateft hurry and confter- 
nation towards C barley-town. 

The enemy were fo well perfuaded 
that we only meant to forage the 
country, that it was not till fbme 
days atter our progrefs into South- 
Carolina, that General Lincoln could 
be perfuaded to retreat, and come to 
the • afliftance of Charles-town ; to* 
wards which he immediately detached 
a body of infantry, mounted for the 
purpofe of difpatch, and after col- 
lecting all the militia. of the upper 
parts of the country, he proceeded 
himfelf towards Dorchcfter* The fa* 
cility with which the Britifh army 
had-proceeded towards Charles-town, 
r>otwiihftanding the numbers of ri- 
vers, creeks and fwarftps*, and the 
natural impediments of the country, 
added to the repeated fuggellions of 
the friends of Government we tpet 

with, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 3*3 ) 



with, who affared ns pofitively, that 
Charles-town would certainly furren- 
der at our approach, induced me, 
with the advice of all the field officers 
of the army, to make the attempt ; 
and Lieutenant-colonel Prevoft, who 
commanded the advance, had Orders 
to fummon them the 1 2th ult. but I 
have the greateftreafon to believe, that 
the want of a naval force to co-operate 
with us, our want of battering artille- 
ry, and momentary expectations of a 
reinforcement, and the approach of 
Genera 1 Lincoln's army, actuated 
them in the propofal they made of a 
neutrality for their province, and the 
refufal of the generous offers made to 
them if they would furrende^ The 
numerous artillery mounted on their 
ramparts, their mipping and gallies 
covering and flanking their Tines ; 
our fmall numbers, not having more 
than 2000 fit for duty, and the rifle 
of flaking the fafety of this fmall but 
fpirited aVmy, and the province of 
Georgia, induced me, and every 
member of the Council of War held 
on this occafion, to refolve to return 
to the fouth fide of Afhley river, 
where a part of the troops had been 
left to fecure the paflage vf that ri - 
ver, and our retreat if neceffary. 
From that time the troops have been 
chiefly car the Iflands of St. James 
and St- John, in hopes and expecta- 
tions of the fupplie,s which our long 
expected march, the heavy rains, the 
many rivers we had to crofs, had ren- 
dered indifpenfible to us ; the firft 
that came, for want of a fufficient na- 
val force, was partly taken and de- 
ftroyed, and the reft drove back by a 
few rebel privateers. His Majefty's 
mips the Perfeus and Rofe are fince 
arrived off the coaft with the ammu- 
nition and provifions we wanted. 

I fhall Jhortly change my quarters 
to Beaufort, where the advantage of 
keeping a footing in Carolina, and 
quartering the troops there during the 
great heat of the weather, and the 
Unhealthy feafon, in the beft fnuation, 



are combined with that of being the 
moft eligible pofirion (ox effectually" 
covering and fecuring Georgia from:; 
any attempts of the enemy. 

The following account of the affair at 
Stono Ferry, <was publijhed at* 
CbarUs~t<rwn on the 14th of June* 
General Lincoln having received 
fnch intelligence of the intention, 
ftrength and poiition of the enemy, 
as rendered it a^vifeable to attack 
them at Stono Ferry, did fo, on the 
20th inft. about feven in the morn- 
ing, with great vigour. They were 
advantageoufly polled, and covered 
by three iirong redoubts, and a weil- 
<*>uftructed abattis, fupportcd by 
feveral pieces of artillery. The pic- 
quets having been driven in, the at- 
tack began on the right, which was 
inftantly continued through the line. 
A large body of Highlanders fallied 
out on our left, but werefoon driven, 
with confiderable flaughter, into their 
redoubts. 

The action continued without in- 
termiflion fifty-fix minutes, when, as 
the General could not draw the 
enemy out of their lines, (which 
were fo ftrongly conilructed that pur 
light field- pieces could make no im- 
preffion upon them)T as the force of 
the enemy was much greater than had 
been reprefcnted, and as they had, 
during the engagement, obtained a 
largereinforcemect from John's ifland, 
our troops were withdrawn from the 
line, and our artillery and wounded 
brought off. Our lofs is not confider- 
able ; many of the wounded are al- 
ready on duty, and moft of the reft 
(their wounds being (light) it is 
judged will foon recover. The ene- 
my's is fuppofed to be much greater, 
as a number of their dead were 
reckoned on the ground, and* it was 
obferved that their field pieces were 
feveral times left without a man to 
work them. Upon the whole, though 
we had not the wifhed for fucceis, 
our j>eople are convinced that they 
- wouli 
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fcould have beaten the enemy, i( they 
had quitted their lines. It is pro- 
bable from the enemy's flicking clofe . 
to them, they were of the fame opi- 
nion* Our men are in high fpirits, 
and wifh for a fair trial by equal 
numbers in. the open field, 

Colonel Roberts, of the South - 
- Carolina artillery, Major Ancrum, 
Aid-de-camp to General Auger, 
Capt. Dogget, and Capt. Goodwin, 
of the South-Carolina Contineutial 
brigade, Lieut. C hark ton of the 
North-Carolina Continential brigade, 
died of their wounds. 



ZxtraB of a l&tter from Briftol, (in 
England) to a gentleman, in London* 
*' Colonel Prevoft arrived here laft 
night from Georgia. From an offi- 
cer with him I got. a tolerable account 
of the ftate of things. The Ameri- 
cans made two attacks on the King's 
forces, one at Beaufort, the other at 
Stono Ferry ; at the latter place it. 
was ferious ; the Britifh lines were 
forced, and almoft all the officers" 
killed ; of the artillery a ferjeant and 
feven men only remained. Lincoln 
having near 5000 men, and Moul- 
trie in the town having declared he 
■ would defend it to the laft, Prevoft 
retired without firing a {hot, the fame 
day he fern the fummons. On his 

- retreat, he was harrafled exceedingly, 
and dirtrefled for provifions and ne- 

- ceflaries. At length he got fhelter 
on the ifland of Port Royal, with the 
remains of his army, about 1200; 
and they are (uppofed to be {afe 
there, unlefs an American naya] fierce 
Ihould diflodge them. 

*' Prevoft is gone to Savannah, 
and has fent his brother, the Colonel, 
tome with complaints. The fa$ is K 
he has no hope of any fi^ccefs in 
that quarter, his people ^ft want of 
.food, of mpney, in (hort ©f ever)( 
: thing ; he has feat repeatedly to 
Jv'ew-York, but can get no fa- 
^sfu&ory aafwer. Sir , J. Wallace 
ia the Experiment got fafe to 



Georgia, but fpoa went for Ifafr* 
York. 

" Colonel Cruger (brother to Mr 4 
Cruger here) in the King's army* was 
taken prifoner, but releafed on parole^ 
Thus ends the mighty expedition to 
qarolina." 

*-■-■-— " "" .<( 

Nesw-Yorky Augvft |4J. 
£xtrae7 of a letter from a gentle mart 
of the fir ft diftin£ion in Gefrgraf 
dated Savannah, July 27, 1779. - 
«« During near three months that 
the Royal Army was in South-Caro- 
lina, this whole province* excepting 
our three polls of Savannah, Ebe- 
nezer and Sunbury, was entirely in 
the rebels power; and the confer 
quence has been that the whole 
country to within twenty-five miles 
-of Savannah has been plundered, and 
every man almoft who had fumbitted 
to, and received the protection of 
government, either killed or taken 
prifoners, and the.f$w that have 
efcaped that fate, have been obliged 
to fubmk tofuch terms as the rebelj 
pleafed to prefcribe. 

.*' On the 26th ult. we were alarm- 
ed with accounts of a large body of 
horfe having penetrated Int© the 
heart of bur lower fettlements ; hav- 
ing a few days before received % 
froall reinforcement from our army, 
a detachment of about fifty men wa* 
fent out from this garrifon to watch 
thejr motions, but by very bad con- 
duct they fell in with, and were fur- 
prized by upwards of one hundred of 
the enemy,, within feventeen miles 
of Savannah; inconfequence of which, 
the commanding officer, Captain 
Muller, and feveral privates were 
killed, and the remainder of the 
detachment made prifoners. 

* J Colonel Maitland now com- 
mands at Beaufort with about 1500 
men; the reft of the army is here 
with General Prevoft. We have 
force enough to defend that part of 
the country that we are in pofTeflioa 
of. At prefent the weather is fo 
» exceffive 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 305 > 



txceffive* hot, that nothing material 

can be attempted. 

«' Our worthy Governor Sir James 
"Wright arrived here in the Experi- 
periment, Commodore Sir James 
Wallace* on the 13th inft. He was 
much difappointed on Ending a de- 
fcent had been made upon Carolina, 
which it U hoped, in England, 
would have been deferred till the 
arrival of the augmentation of our 
land forces." 



Articles of Convention for the Ex~ 

change of Prifoners* 
My his Excellency Montfort Browne, 
Efq. Brigadier-general in the 
fervice of his Britannic Majefly, 
Captain-general and Governor in 
Chief of the Bahama-Iflands, and 
of the garrifons there or that mall 
be fent thither, Chancellor, Vice- 
admiral and Ordinary of the fame, 
ice. -and his Excellency Robert, 
Count D'Argout, Major general 
in the fervice ofhis Moil Chriftian 
Majefty, Governor, Lieutenant- 
general and Commander in Chief 
in ihe Ifland of St. Domingo, and 
its dependencies, &c. 
Art. I. Forty-two millings Ja- 
m aica c urrency mall be paid at 
NafTau, Providence, or fifty livres at 
St. Domingo, for each failor, Captain 
patroon or foldier, to be returned on 
cither fide. 

Art. II. All paflengers made pri- 
soners, who may not be officers either 
by land or fea, but only private 
citizens, {hall be at liberty to return 
home by the way they may think 
proper ; and if they choofe to go by 
the Hags of truce, theymuft pay eight 
pounds, fix millings and eight pence 
ax New-Providence, or two hundred 
livres at St. Domingo, for their paf- 
£age in the cabin and at the table of 
the Captain ; or if they prefer to take 
their ration and paffage as common 
men, they mud be entered upon the 
lift of prifoners to be exchanged, 
and paid for agreeable to the fore- 
going article. 

vol. vai. 



Art. IIL The ranfom of flavea 
fball be fixed at fixty-two pounds, 
tea millings, Jamaica currency, at 
New-Providence, or fifteen hundred 
livres at St. Domingo, independent 
of their paffage and maintenance, 
whi<;h mud alfo be paid by their 
owners, at the rate of forty-two Ihil- 
lings or fifty livres. 

Art. IV. All King's officers, who 
mail be taken on either fide, {hall 
refpe&ively receive the pay to which 
they are entitled, and enjoy on fhore 
in their own country, according to 
their rank $ they mall alfo be provided 
with the needful lodgment : as to 
failors, they are to have the ufual 
ration; and with refpect to thefe 
objects, a proper account, or (late, 
mail be made out in form, whereoa 
the reimburfement (hall be ordered 
from court to court. 

Art. V, All fick officers, foldier* 
and failors, mail have and be provid- 
ed with the hofpital, according to 
their rank, and to the current market 
price of the country ; and the reim- 
burfement (hall equally be ordered 
from court to court, agreeable to th* 
ftate or formal account to be furnifh- 
ed refpectively, as per the foregoing 
article. 

Art. VI. In cafe of death of offi- 
cers, foldiers or failors, prifoners, 
proper certificates mail be mutually 
furniftied as particular as poffible, ana 
mail be figned or certified by the 
General, to avoid charges. 

Art. VII. People of colour being 
free, cannot be looked upon as (laves 
on either fide, but (hall be reclaimed 
by their refpeclive governments, in 
order that they may be exchanged 
for people of the fame clafs : or 
mould they be taken in arms, or on. 
board of armed veffels bearing com* 
million or letters of marque, they (hall 
be reftored Without difficulty, pro- 
vided that they prove their liberty 
in an authentic manner. In regard 
to (laves that may be taken on board 
of veffels as above, they may be 
fold on eithe/ fide, unlefs the pro- 
R r prietors 
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prietors mould think proper to claim v 
them, and pay the fain of fifteen 
ftnndred livres, or flxty-two poundr 
ten /hillings per head, in which cafe 
they fhall not 'be returned to them ; 
for this reafon, they fhall not be 
cxpofed to fale, untri three months 
after their arrival in New-Providence 
or at St. Domingo. 

Art. VIII. It is agreed that all 
flags of trace fhall carry at leaft 
thirty prifoners to be exchanged, 
and * fhall be permitted to remain 
ejght days, counting from the day 
flf'tcf their arrival in the port they 
ijiay be bound for ; but if any cartel 
mall" be fent from either fide without 
the number of prifoners required, 
me will not be admitted unlefs 
charged with fome Other important 
Sufmefs. 

Given under my hand and feal at 
arms, at NafTau, New-Provi- 
dence, this 6th day of March, 

'779- 
Montfort Browne, (L.S.) 
By his Excellency's command, 

Nich. M. Almgkeen, 

Prov. Secretary. 

Donne au Cap Francois Sous le 

* SceaU de nos Armes, & le Con- 

terfeign de notre Secretaire, le 29 

"Mars, 1779. 

D'Arcout, (L. S.) 
Par Mcniieur Le General, 

DeLaHogvk. 



Xonditt Gazette of May 29. 

* Admiralty- Office , May 29, 1 779. 

'BxtraSl of a letter from the Honour- 
able Pice-admiral By ROM to Mr* 
Stephens, dated on board bis 

■ Majefifs Jhip the Frincefs Royal, 
eg St. Lucia, the zd of April, 
1778", received the z%'tb tnfiant, 

.The fhip Britifh King, in the fer- 
vice of the Treafury, being bound 
From hence to Corke, I take the op- 
portunity to give their Lordfhips fome 
account of the proceedings of his 



Majefty's fhips under mj com- 
mand. 

The fquadron under Commodore 
Rowley having arrived from Eng- 
land on the 1 2th of February, in 
good condition, I fent him, with the 
fhips * named in the margin, to 
cruize to windward of Martinique, in 
1 hopes of preventing a junction be- 
tween the fhips expected from France 
and thofe at Fort-Royal; he failed' 
upon that fervice the 19th of Febru- 
ary, but was recalled a few days after 
upon my receiving certain advice of 
M. De Grafle, with four or five fail 
of the line, fome frigates- and ftorte- 
flrips, having got fafe to Martinique. 
Since then detachments from the 
fleet ihave occafionally cruized to 
windward, and others between the 
iflands of St. Lucia and Martinique, 
for intercepting fuch of the enemy's 
veflels as might attempt that chan- 
nel, and at the fame time to give 
protection to our fmall craft, when 
reconnoitring the ftrength and pofi* 
tion of the French fquadron in Fort 
Royal Bay; one of thefe detachments, 
under the command ofCapt. Griffith, 
was carried greatly to leeward by the? 
current the 15th of laft month ; their 
rltuation muft have been ob&rve^ 
from Martinique, and I think the.- 
profpect of thefe mips not being abk 
to regain their anchorage, probably, 
occafioned the enemy to make a 
movement; for M. D'Eftaing, wkh 
four other Fiag-ofiiters, with 15; 
fail of the line, with fome frigates 
and fmall veflels, having previonfly 
embarked a number of troops, came 
out of Fort Royal Bay the morning 
of the 1 8th, at which time feveral 
of the fhips under lay command, that 
had been cruizing, were taking in * 
fupply of water- at the Cul de Sac,- 
and Captain Sawyer, with three feiF 
of the line and a 50 gun fhip, waa 
to windward of Martinique. With 
the reft, of our force I flipt and put to 
fea the moment the French fquadrttp 



♦Suffolk, Magnificent, Sterling, CaftUMedway, Centurion; Iiis„Prefton, 
Carrisioit, was 
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was difcovered, and made for them 
with all poffible expedition ; but al- 
though equal in number and flrength 
to the flaps I had collected, they re- 
turned to the protection ©f tkeir bat- 
teries, without putting it in my 
power to bring them to action. I 
flood clofe in with Fort Royal next 
morning, and had a full view of the 
enemy's batteries and Ihips; butth«ir 
only mevement upon our approach 
was to get under fail, and work far- 
tfrer into the Bay ; I therefore tacked, 
and ftretched towards this place, but 
a itrong lee current kept the fquadron 
feveral days at fea. 

The frigates that are upon this 
ftation, have been kept cruizing to 
windward of Barbadoes, and among 
the iflands; but no prize of confe- 
quence has been taken by any of 
them, excepting the fhip Governor 
Trumbull, an American privateer 
of 20 guns and 150 men, which the 
Venus took oft St. Chriftopher's the 
6th of laft month, after feveral hours 
chace. 

Admiralty-Office, May 19, 1779, 
Vice-admiral Sir Peter Parker, 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's 
ihips at Jamaica, has, in his letter to 
Mr. Stephens of the 9th of March 
laft, tranfmitted a lift of veflels taken 
by the (hips of his fquadron, between 
the 1 8th of May, 1778, and 24th of 
February, 1779. 

Admiralty-Office> May 29, 1779* 
ExtraS of a letter from Rear-admiral 
Drake to Mr. Stephens, dated 
* Buffalo, Downs, May 22, 1779. 

The French fnow privateer, which 
was "brought into the Downs yefter- 
day, proves to be the Dunkirk of 
that port, mounting 18 fix- pounders, 
and 96 men : (he was taken on her 
paflage from the northward to Dun- 
kirk by Lieutenant Cook, whom I 
had appointed to command the Fairy 
during the ablence of leave their 
Lordihips had granted to Captain 
Frederick, The mate of that floop, 
who was put on board the privaaer 



to take, charge of her, acquaints mz y 
that he loft company with the Am* 
phitritc, Fairy, and the othercraizers, 
and thought it advifeable to bring' 
her into the Downs. He informs 
me likewife, that Lieutenant luglis, 
of the Griffin cutter, had taken a 
brig privateer, mounting t6 fix- 
pounders ; that on board the two 
veflels, there Were eight ranfomers. 
I mail not have it in my power to 
give their Lordihips any farther par- 
ticulars till the arrival of Captain 
Gaboriah of the Amphitrite. 
London Gazette, Aug, 3. 
Admiralty -Office, Aug, 2, 1779. 
ExtraH of a letter from Vice-admiral 
Sir Peter Parker, Commander 
in Chief of his Majsfiy's Jhips of 
Jamaica, to Mr. Stephens, dated 
the \$th of June, 1 779. 
The 7th inftant, the^Eolus, Ruby, 
and Jamaica floop, brought in here a 
remarkable fine French frigate of 36 
guns, twelve-pounders, and 31 a men, 
named La Prudente; commanded by 
the Vifcount D'Efcars. They feTl 
in with her off the ifland of Gonave, 
in the Bite of Leogane, about ons 
in the morning of the 2d inftant; 
between feven and eight o'clock fhe 
ftruck ; the Ruby having fome time 
before got a breeze of wind, which 
carried her within point-blank mot 
of her. Captain Everitt and one of 
the fea men were killed on board the 
Ruby, by random mot. Caprain 
Deane being much indifpofed, Cap- 
tain Everitt commanded the Ruby 
for a cruize ; by his death, the King 
has loft an humane and good officer, 
whofe zeal and abilities to ferve his 
country, placed him high in the 
efteem of his brother officers,. 



ExtraQ of a letter from St. Lucia, 

June 11. 

** Orders are come for our army 

to feparate. The 4th, 14th, zS:h, 

%(Oth, and 55th regiments, to go to 

Georgia, under General Prefcot ; the 

$th and 46th to go on board th* 

R r a f^ua- 
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fquadron ; the 27th, 35th, and 49th, 
are to remain with General Six Harry 
Calder." 



London Gazette, Sept. 28. 
Whitehall, September 2$, 1 779. 
Several letters brought by the laft 
fhips from the • Leeward Iflands have 
been received by Lord George Ger- 
main, one of his MajeftyN Principal 
Secretaries of State, from Valentine 
Morris, Efq. his Majefty's Governor 
of the Ifland of St. Vincent, dated 
in the months of June and July lad, 
in which are contained an account of 
the landing of a Dartyof 450 French 
troops from Martinicoon that ifland, 
on the 16th of June, commanded by 
Lieutenant de Trolong du Rumain ; 
that the enemy having poflefled them* 
felves cf the heights which com- 
manded the town of Kingfton, the 
Governor, with the concurrence of 
Lieutenant-colonel Etherington, who 
commanded the King's troops within 
the ifland, had thought fit to propofe 
terms for 'the furrender of the ifland, 
which, with fome alterations, were 
agreed to the fame day by the French 
officer, and the ifland was furrendered 
accordingly upon the following Capi- 
tulation : 

Articles ^Capitulation be- 
tween Le Chevalier db TroLonc 
bv Rumain, Lieutenant ' of his 
Mofi Ghrijtian Majtfty, Qotmnandir 
in Chief of the 'French troops, and 
and his Excellency Valentine 
Morris, Efq* Cap tain general 
■and Go c ve/ncr in Chief in and over 
his Majejiy s JJland of St. Vincent y 
and its Dependencies, Chancellor, 
Ordinary and Vice-admiral of the 
fame^'ls*. €sV. ' ' 

I. Governor Morris demands, in 
the fir ft place, that the officer and 
drummer, fen't by him yefterday to 
the Commander of theFrenc; troops, 
be reftored to him i the detaining 
thefe when Tent as a flag of truce, 
and then continuing to march on, 



appearing to him to hare been a 
great infringement of the law* of 
war. — Granted. 

II. The Governor and ilaff offi- 
cers, officers of the troops, and the 
fpldiers to march out with then* 
colours flying, drums beating, ten 
rounds a-piece, with two brafs field 
pieces, arms, baggage, and all the 
honours of war.— Granted. 

III. The regular troops, officers, 
foldiers, and artillery men, to be 
carried to the ifland of Antigua in 
good vefTels, fufficiently victualled at 
the expence of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, and there to be at liberty 
to do duty, the Governor engaging 
an equal number of equal qualities 

of French prifoners to be exchanged * 
in their room ; the fame for an offi- 
cer of engineers, and an afSftant en- 
gineer.— The troops fhall be ex- 
changed at Antigua for an equal 
number of French prifoners, 

IV. The officers and" others mail 
have liberty to carry their wives and 
families, and domeftic flaves, to the 
Englifh iflands by the fhorteft route; 
and that they fhall be furnifhed with 
good veflels and provifions for the / 
pafTage. — Granted. ' 

V. The inhabitants of the ifland 
fhall march out of their pofts with 
the honours of war, their baggage, 
arms and colours, drums beating, 
and lighted matches.-^— -The in- 
habitants ihall go freely to their 
homesi ' * 

VI. The inhabitants of the ifland 
fhall continue to -enjoy their civil gpi 
vernment, their laws, ufages, and 
ordinances. Juftice fhall be adnri- 
niftcred by the fame perfons that are 
now in office, and the interior police 
of the ifland fhall be fettled between 
his Moft Chrnlian Majefty's Gover- 
nor and the inhabitants ; and in cafe 
the ifland be ceded to rhe King of 
France at the peace, 'the inhabitant* 
fhall be at liberty either to preferve 
their political government! or to ac- 
'■* ■. - k ' ■ > ~ ecpt 
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**pt that which is eftaWifhed in 
J^artinico^nd the French iflands.— 
■granted, 

VII. The inhabitants, both fecit- 
lar and clergy, {hall be maintained in 
the pofTeffion of their real and per- 
fonal eftates, and property of what 
nature fbever, as well as in the enjoy- 
ment of jtheir rights and privileges, 
honours and immunities, and the 
free negroes and mula't;oes in their 
freedom. — GrAnted. 

VIII- That they (hall pay no other 
4uty tp his Moft Chriftian Majefty 
thai) they paid to his Britannick Ma- 
jefty, without any other tax or im- 
poft; the expence of the adminiftra- 
pon of juftice, the falaries ofrainif- 
,$ers, and other ordinary charges fhall 
be paid out of the revenues of his 
.Moft Chriftiau Majefty, in like 
manner as under the government of 
his Britannick Majerty. — Granted, 
if it was grapted at Dominica. 

IX, That the fjayes, baggage, 
yefTels, merchandize, and every thing 
elfe tak«n fince, the lauding of the 
French troops, and during the attack 
of the ifland, frail be reftored.— 
p ranted, as far as it pqfjibly can be 
ffFe&ed/ 

■"* X. The abient inhabitants, and 
thofe in the fervice of his 3ritannick 
Majefty, fhall be maintained in the 
enjoyment and pofTeffioa of their 
v estates and effecls, which fhall be 
inan age4 by their attornits— — 
(Granted. 

XL The inhabitants fhaH not be 
compelled to furnifh quarters, or any 
thing elfe, for the troops, or flaves 
fo work on the fortifications.— This 
article cannot be granted. 

XlL The (hips,, veftels, and drog- 
hers, belonging to the inhabitants 
of this ifland, fhall remain their 
property-— Granted. 
- XIII. The widow's, and other in- 
habitants, who, from ficknefs or other 
ofcftacles, cannot fign the Capitulation, 
ffcall have a limitted time to agree to 
^t.— Granted. 



XIV. The inhabitants and mer* 
chants of the ifland, comprehended in 
the prefent capitulation, fhall enjoy 
all the privileges of trade on the fame 
terms as are granted to the fuh- 
je&s of his Moft Chriftian Majefty 
throughout the extent of his domi- 
nions.— Granted, 

XV. The inhabitants fhall obferve 
a ftrict neutrality, and not be forced 
to cake up arms againft his Britannick 
Majefty, or any' other power.—- T 
Granted. 

XVI. The inhabitants fhall enjoy* 
the free exercife of their religion, 
and the minifters their curacies.-— 
Granted. 

XVII. All the prifoners taken, qr 
pcrfons detained, fince the landing 
of the French troops, fhall be re- 
ciprocally reftored. — Granted. 

XVIII. Merchants of the ifland 
may receive fhips to their addreis 
without being eonfifcated, difpofe of 
their merchandize, and carry on trade, 
and the port fhall be entirely free ort 
paying the fame duties as in the French 
iflands. — Agreed, provided they wear 
French colours after they arrive, 

XIX. The inhabitants fhall keep 
their arms. Rejected. 

XX. No perfons but thofe novr 
refident on the ifland, or at prefent 
proprietors of lands and houfes, fhall 
hold any houfe or land, by purchafe- 
or otherwife, until the peace; but at 

" the peace, if this ifland be ceded 
to the King of France, the inha- 
bitants, who decline living under the 
French government, may then be at 
liberty to fell their eflates, both real 
and perfonal, to whom they pleafe, 
and to retire wherever they fhall 
think proper, for which purpofe a 
reasonable time fhall be allowed them. 
Granted. 

XXL The inhabitants of the ifland 
may fend their children to be edu- 
cated in England, as well as to fend 
them back, and to make remittances 
for their maintenance while in Eng- 
land.— Granted. 
1 ' ' XXII. 
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XXII. Tire inhabitants fhall be at 
liberty to fell their cftates and effects 
to whom they may think it,*-*> 
Granted* 

XXIIL That the Court of Chan- 
cery fhall be held by the Members 
of the Council* and the proceedings 
be the fame as are now ufed in the 
ifland of Antigua, except that all 
writs and other procefs mall be 
•granted by the Prefident of the 
Council ; and the Great Seal, now 
ufed in this ifland, fhall be given 
unto and remain in his cuftody, for 
the purpofe of fealing all writs, pro- 
cefs, and decrees ifluingoutof and 
made by the faid Court.— Granted, 
if it was granted to Dominica. 

XXIV.' That the wives of fuch 
officers and others as are not in the 
ifland may retire with their effefts, 
and the number of domeftics, ac- 
cording to their rank. — Granted. 

XXV. There fhall be delivered to 
the General of the French troops all 
the artillery and (lores in the colony 
of St. Vincent belonging to the 
King of England, all the batte- 
ries on the coafl, and the refpe&ive 
pofts, a9 well in the Carrib Country 
as elfewhere in the ifland, fhall be 
furrendered in the fame itate they 
were in when the ifland was attacked, 
ftich injury as thefe may have receiv- 
ed in any attack excepted ; all the 
arms belonging to the King of Eng- 
land's troops fhall be delivered in 
like condition, excepting thofe of the 
officers of the troops and militia. 
No powder fhall be fecreted or car- 
ried out of the magazines, which 
fhall be delivered by the Governor. — 
Granted. 

XXVI. None of the Indians or 
Carribs fhall, on any account, be 
permitted to garrifon, or be quartered 
in any of the forts, po^s, towns, or 
houfes in the ifland ; and the inha- 
bitants demand and expect the pro- 
tection of his Mod ChniHan Majcfty's 
Commander to preferve their peifons 
and properties inviolate, ' fo long as 



they faithfully obfexve the prefent 
Articles of Capitulation.— Granted, 
with the exception in the refer- 
ence, 

XXVIL All negroes, now abfent 
or run away, fhall, when taken and 
brought in, be delivered op to their 
proprietors; and if any fuch are 
harboured by the Indians, Carribs, 
or free negroes, they (hall, upon de- 
mand, be reftored,— Granted, 

XXVIII. Whatever depredations 
the Carribs have committed during 
or fince the attack of the ifland, they 
are to be compelled to inftantly defift 
therefrom, and be made to releafe 
and give up all flaves and effect 
which they have taken, and to be 
fully retrained from hereafter com- 
mitting the leaft diforder on the per* 
fbns and effects of the inhabitants. — 
As much juftice as poi&ble fhall be 
rendered. 

XXIX. AH the Carribs now un- 
der arms, ■ and who have joined the 
French troops, to be immediately 
difarmed, difmifted, and ordered to 
their refpective homes, and all others 
now in arms to be difarmed, and 
alfo compelled to retire to their re* 
fpeclive homes, and to remain in their 
own diftrids. — Granted, with the ex- 
ception in the reference. 

XXX. A fafeguard to be granted 
for all the papers at the Government 
Houfe, and thefe not to be liable to 
any infpeclion, and Governor Morris 
to be at liberty either to keep 
thofe there or to remove them. — 
Granted. 

XXXI. The like to be granted 
for all papers and records in the re- 
fpe&ive offices of the Cuftoms, the 
Marfhal, Secretary, and Regifler, 
Receiver<-general, Treafurer, and 
CommifTary, and of all other public 
records and papers to be left in the 
cuftody of their refpeclive officers, 
and not to be infpe&ed.— Granted. 

XXXII. Permimon to fend either 
to England, or to fome of his Ma- 
jefty's Admirals or Governors, ad^ 

vice 
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vice to be forwarded to his Britan- 
nick Majefty of tfte prefent event.— 
Whenever the Governor thinks pro- 
per. 

XXXIII. Govern©* Morris to re- 
main in the ifland fome* time, in 
order to fettle his own affaire, ai alfo 
any of the King's •fficjersr if required. 
Granted. 

Artichs demanded fy the French 
General* > 

XXXIV. The inhabitants (halt 
not be obliged to pay any debts 
dne to EngHfh perfons not refiding 
in this ifland, and who are not ca- 
pknlants thereof, until the end of the 
war. 

XXXV. AH veffels taken after 
the Capitulation will be reftored. — 
Granted, with the exception in the 
reference. 

XXXVI. The colony mall be 
obliged to advance a fum of money 
to pay the French troop*, which 
will be difcounted from the re- 
venue. 

We, the Commander in Chief of 
the French troops, legally authoris- 
ed in the King's name by the Count 
d'Eftamg, and Valentine Morris, 
Efq. Governor in Chief of the ifland 
of St. Vincent, have agreed to and 
ilgned three copies of the above 
thirty-fix articles. 

Governtnent koufe. 
$/. Vincent. La Chev. Db TrO- 

tONG DtJ RUMAIN. 

June 18, 1779« 

fttrordre, Dallak, Secretaire. 
By command, 

Valentine Morris. 
R. Westpibld, Sec. 

RBFRE N C E S. 

I. As to the twenty ninth article, 
although Mr. Canonge had al- 
lowed it, if it has been agreed that 
the Carribs fhall be fent to their 

' homes, and there be refrained from 
doing 'any injury to the inhabi- 



tants *nd Red Carribf, without dis- 
arming them. 

2* Relative to the twenty-fixth arti- 
cle, after the words, in any of the 
forts, there mail be underftood, ex- 
cept in cafe of an attack. 

3* The mips from Europe make art 
exception to the thirty-fifth ar- 
ticle. 

Par ordre, Le Chev, De Trolong 

Du RUMAIN. 

Dallan, Secretaire. 
By command, 

Valentine Morkis, 
R. Westpibld, Sec. 

AbftraG of the return of the fen/em 
companies of the both foot, at $t% 
Vincent , April I, 1 779. 

Second battalion, 6«tn. 1 Lieuten* 
ant-colonel, 3 Captains, 9 Lieu- 
tenants, 3 Enfigns, 1 Adjutant, 
1 Quarter matter, zx Serjeant* 
prefent, 16 Drummers ditto, 357 
rank and file fit for duty, 50 ditto 
fxck in barracks, 54 ditto ficfc 
in hofpital, 3 ditto on furlough* 
Total, 464. 

London. Gazette, September 10, 1779* 
Admiralty Office , Sept* 10, 17JQ* 
Yefterday in the evening th© 
Honourable Vice-admiral Barring- 
ton, and Capt. Sawyer, of his 
Majefty's /hip the Boyne, arrived at 
this office with difpatches from the 
Honourable Vice-admiral Byron, 
of which the following are copies and N 
extracts ; 

Copy of a letter front the Honourable 
Vice-admiral B y ron , to Mr, 
Stephens, dated Princefi Royal 
at fea> the %tb ofJuly y 1779. 

Sir, 
Agreeable to what P wrote you br? 
the St. Alban's, duplicate of which 
will accompany this, I failed from 
Su ChriJitopher's the 15 th of la It 
month, at the fame time the trade 
left it for Europe, and proceeded to 
windward of the iflands for protection, 
of the convoy, intending to call at 
Barbadoes 
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Barbao'oes in ray way to St. Lucia ; 
but a flrong lee current, with the 
wind at eaft, retarded our progrefs 
fo much, that it was the 30th of June 
before the fquadron could weather 
the Ifland of Martinico. This in- 
duced me to proceed directly to St, 
Lucia, where I arrived next morning, 
and learnt that the French had pof- 
fcfled themfelves of the Ifland of Su 
Vincent, with a very fmall force, 
and without oppofnion. Upon a 
conference with Major-general Grant 
it was determined to attempt the 
retaking of St, Vincent's, for which 
purpofe the troops were ordered to 
be embarked immediately on board 
the tranfports, and every thing got 
in readiriefs without a moment's lofs 
of time ; but intelligence being re- 
ceived of a fleet feen that morning 
to leeward fleering a courfe for 
Grenada, I wrote to Lord Macart- 
ney, by one of his Aids dc Camp 
that happened to be at St. Lucia, to 
give his Lordfhip notice of our 
motions, and that the troops and 
fquadron would immediately come 
10 his relief, if, at St. Vincent, or on 
the paflage thither, we fhould learn 
that Grenada was attacked. I like- 
wife fent an officer in a fait failing 
fchooner to look into Fort RoyaJ 
Bay, where he faw thirteen large 
fhips, which he fuppofed mips of 
war, more efpecially as one of them 
bore a Rag at the foretop gallant 
maft-head ; but a frigate and fome 
other fmall craft giving him chace, 
he was prevented from going fo near 
as he intended. 

The line of battle, to be trans- 
mitted herewith, will fhew that the 
fquadron under my command con- 
filled of twenty-one fhips and a 
frigate ; with thefe and the tranf- 
ports I failed from St. Lucia on 
Saturday the 3d, and next afternoon 
had intelligence from St. Vincent 
cf more than thirty fail of French 
men of war and armed ihips having 
pafied there on Thurfday, and among 



them appeared to be upwards of 
twenty fhips of the line of battle ; it 
was farther reported that Monf. de 
la Motte Piquet had joined the Count 
D'Rfhring about a week before with 
a ftrong reinforcement* Upon this 
information the fignal was made in- 
flantly to bear up for Grenada ; but 
it fell calm foon after, and continued 
fo until nine o'clock next morning, 
about whieh time a fmall fchooner 
that left Grenada on Saturday even- 
ing came into the fleet, and the 
principal person on board her (a 
merchant) reported, that the French 
had landed about two thoufand five 
hundred troops near the town of St. 
George on Friday, made an attack, 
upon the fort that night, and were 
repulfed ; that Lord Macartney ex- 
pected to hold out a fortnight ; and 
that he had feen the enemy's naval 
force there, which did not exceed 
eight mips of the line, befides frigates 
and armed tranfports. Another 
fchooner from Grenada joined us 
foon after, and brought a fimilar 
account ; only the matter of her, who 
had been frequently a pilot on board 
the King's ihips, reported, that the 
enemy had between fourteen and 
nineteen (hips of the line. It being 
my intention from this intelligence 
to be off St. George's Bay, foon 
after day-break, I drew the ihips of 
war from among the tranfports, 
leaving only the Suffolk, Vigilant 
and Monmouth for their protection,. 
under the orders of Rear- Admiral 
Rowley, who was intended to con- 
duit the debarkment of the troops ; 
but he was to join me with thefe 
fhips if I faw occaiion for their fervice . 
One of the enemy's frigates was very 
near us in the night, and gave the 
alarm of our approach. Soon after 
day-light on Tuefday the 6th, the . 
French fquadron was feen off St. 
George's, moft of them at anchor, 
but getting under way, feemingly in 
great confufion, and with little or no 
wind. The fignal was immediately 

made 
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iflade fer t glnrfat chaw in that 

Snorter, as wett as for Rear-admiral 
towlcy to Wave eke convoy j and ad 
hot more than- fourteen of fifteen of 
the- enemy* s (hipe appeared to be of 
the line from the pofition they wees 
ih> the ifenal wft* rtiade for the (hips 
to engage, arid form as they could 

fet up ; bi cotrfequence of which, 
ice-admrfal Bttmngtoa in the 
Prince of Wales* with Captain; 
Sawyer in the Boyne* and Captain 
Gafdne* in- this Saltan, being the 
headmpft of the Brittfh figoadreo, and 
carryftig a prefs of fail, weri fooni 
fired upon at a' great diftance, which 
they did hot return until they got 
tonfiderably nearer j but the enemy 
fetttin^ the bree*e of wind aboat 
that time, drew out their line from 
the clnfter they *were lying in, by 
bearing away and forming to leewatd 
tm the ftarr>6a*d tack/ wtikh (hewed 
their ftrengtto t<* be very different 
from our Greriada intelligence ; for 
it was plainly dfeoVerea they had 
thirty-four fait of ihips of war* tweii- 
ty-flx br twenty^feVe** of which were 
tof the line> and many of thofe ap» 
Jfeared Of great force ; however* the 
general chace was continued, and the 
Jfjjnal made for a clofe engagement ; 
btrt oor utmoft endeavours could not 
effecl that* the enemy indoftrioufly 
avoiding it, by always bearing up 
when our fhtps got near them ; and 
1 was fbrry to ©bferve, that their 
fuperiorityover tis in failing, gave 
therii the option of diftance, which 
they availed themfelves of* fo as to 
prevent oar rear from ever getting 
into aclion ; and being to leeward 
they, did_great. damage to the mafts 
and rigging, when our (hot would 
not reach them* The (hips that 
fufiered moft were thofe the a£Kon 
began with* arid the Grafton* Captain 
Collingwood; the Cornwall, Captain 
Edwards, and the Lion, Captain 
Cornwaliis. T?he fpirited example 
of Vice-admiral Barringion With the 
former three, expofed them to a 
Vol, VIII. 



favtxc fire i» lfta'klag/tne attack j 
and the latter three happening to. be 
to leeward foftained the firt of the 
enemy'? whole Jinn, aa it naj&d on 
the Itarboard tack ; the Monmouth 
likewife. fuffeied. exceedingly, by 
Captain, FanfhaVs having bore dowri 
in a very gallant manner to (top the 
van, of tho enemy's ^qnadron| and 
bring it to adion j but from the very 
fmart and wcllrdiretfted fire, kept up 
by theieihapi. and other*, that wer^ 
engaged , I am convinced they did 
the enemy great damage, although 
theirmafts, rigging and faUs appear- 
ed lefs inJnreothajEu'ours, The four 
(hips laft mention^], with the Fame* 
being fo difabled in their maft? and 
"g3*°g as. to be totally incapable of 
keeping «p with the* fquadron, and 
the Suffolk appearing to have re* 
ceived considerable, damage in an at- 
tack mafle .by. Rear-admiral -Rowley 
upon the .enemy's van, I took in 
the ftgnal fbr chace* ty# contfnue4 
that for clofe engagement, formed 
the belt line which circumilancee 
Wobld admit of, and kept the wiocj 
to prevent the enemy from . doubling 
upon us, and cutting, off the trans- 
ports, which they feerted, inclined'' to 
■do, and had. the latter very much in 
-their power, by means of their large 
frigates, independew of (hips of , the 
line. The French, fquadroq tacked 
to the (buthward* about three o'clock 
in the afternoon ;. and I did the fame^ 
,to be A readinefs to ftipport the 
Grafton* Cornwall, arid Lion, that 
Were difabled, and a great way a-ftern,: 
but the Lion bciilg JikewjTe muqh tf> 
leeward, and having loft her main 
and mizert topmafts, and the reft of 
her rigging and (ails being cut in a 
very extraordinary manner, ihe bore 
away to the weft ward when the Meets 
tacked i and; to my great furprize, 
no (hip of the enemy was detached 
aftet her* The Grafton ' and Corn- 
wall flood towards us, and might 
have been weathered by the French, 
if they had kept their wind, efpec^ially 
S a ' the 
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the Cornwall, 'which was fartheft to 
leeward, had loft her main topmait, 
and was otberwife much difabled ; 
but they perfevered fo ftrictly in de- 
dining every chance of clofe action, 
notwithflanding their great fuperi- 
ority, that they contented themfelves 
with firing upon thefe mips, when 
paffing barely within gun-mot ; and 
fuffered them td rejoin the fquadron, 
without one effort to cut them off. 
The Monmouth was fo totally dif- 
abled in her mails and rigging, that 
I judged it proper to fend directions 
in the evening for Captain Fanfhaw 
to make the befl of his way for 
Antigua ; and he parted company 
accordingly. 

When we were clofe in with St. 
George's Bay, the French colours 
were feen flying upon the fort and 
other batreries, which left np doubt 
of the enemy being in full poffeffion 
of the Ifland. To diflodge tnem was 
impracticable, confidcring the ftate 
of the two fleets ; I therefore fent 
{orders to Captain Barker, the agent, 
to make the befl of his way with the 
tranfports to Antigua or St. Chrif- 
topher's, which ever he could fetch, 
intending to keep the King's fhips 
between them and the French fqua- 
dron, which at the clofe of the even- 
ing was about three miles to leeward 
of us, and I had no doubt, would at 
leafl be as near in the morning ; for 
although it was evident, from their 
conduct throughout the whole day, 
that they were refolved to avoid a 
clofe engagement, I could not allow 
myfelf to think, that with a. force fo 



greatly fuperfor, the French Admiral 
would permit us to carry off the 
tranfports unmoleiled ; however as 
his fquadron was not to be ieen next 
morning, I conclude he returned to 
Grenada* 

It is my duty upon this occafion td 
reprefent that the behaviour of the 
officers and men, of his Majeity's 
fquadron was fuch as became Britiifr 
ieamen, zealous of the honour of 
their country, and anxious to fupport 
their national character. The marines, 
likewife, and troops that were em- 
barked with their officers ia th* 
King's fhips, behaved as brave fol- 
diers ; and from the exemplary good 
conduct of thefe who got into action, 
from the vifible effect which their 
briflc and well directed fire had upon 
the enemy's fhips, and from that 
cool determined refolution and very 
ftrong defire of coming to a clofe en- 
gagement, which prevailed univtr- 
ially throughout' the fquadron, I 
think myfelf juflifiable in faying, 
that the great fupcriority in numbers 
and force would not have availed 
the enemy fo much, had not their 
advantage over us in failing enabled 
them to preferve a diftance little 
calculated for deciding fuch Cornells. 

You will herewith receive a lift 
of the killed and wounded : Vice- 
admiral Barrington is among the 
latter, but his hart is flight, which 
is happily the cafe with a conifder- 
able part of the wounded, 

I am, Sir, 
Your moil obedient humble fervant, 
v J. Byr,on. 



LINE OF BATTLL. 

The Suffolk to . lead with the {larboard, and the Grafton with the larboard 

tacks on board. 



Suffolk, — 

Bo^ne, — 

Royal Oak, — 

Prince of Wales, — 



Honourable Vice-admiral Barrington's divi£on. 

Men. 

— Rear-admiral Rowley — — 7 , 
, Capt. Chriflian — ■ — J ' 7 

— Capt, Sawyer ■ 520 
Capt. Fitzherbert — — 600 
Honourable Vice-admiral Barrington ? 5.. 



Capt. Hill 



Guns. 

74 

68 
74 
74 
Magnificent, 
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'* Magnificent, — Capt. Elphinfton — — 600 74 

Trident, — Capt. Molloy ■ 500 64 

Medway, — Capt. Affleck —- — 420 60 

Honourable Vice-admiral Byron, Commander in Chief, his divffion. 

[Ariadne frigate to repeat ftgnalsV\ 

Men. Guns, 
Fame, . — Capt. Butchart ■— — ^6oo 74 

Nonfuchj — Capt, Griffith — — 500 £4 

Sultan, — - Capt, Gardner — • — 600 7^ 

Princefs Royal '— Honourable Vice-admiral Byron J 

1 Capt. Blair \"° 9* 



Albion, — Capt Bowyer 

Stirling Caftle, — r Capt. Carkett — 

Elizabeth, — Capt. Trufcott — 

Rear-admiral Parker's diviiion* 

Yarmouth, — Capt. Bateman -i» 

Lion, ' ,j Hon. W. Corn wallis 

Vigilant, — Sir Digby Dent — 

Conqueror, — Rear-admiral Parker 

Capt. Harmood 

Cornwall, — — Capt. Edwards 

Monmouth, — Capt. Fanfhaw — 

Grafton, — * Capt. Col ling wood 



— 600 

— joo 

— 600 ■ 



% 

74 



Men. Guns* 




A Return of the killed and wounded on 
board his Majejfy's fquadron, under 
command of the Honourable Vice' 
admiral Byron, in a n aftion with 
the French feet, off Grenada* the 
bth day rf July* 1 779. 

Ships. Kill. Wound. 

Suffolk, 

Boyne, — 

Royal Oak, . 

Prince of Wales, — 

Magnificent, — 

Trident, .-— . 

Fame 4 " 

Sultan, 



I 4 
6 4 

74 



Princefs Royal, 
Albion, 
Stirling Caftle, 
Elizabeth, — 
Corn waif, * ~ 
Mon mouth, 
Grafton, — 
Medway, -* 

Lion-^not known with 
certainty, but faid by 
Capt. Fanfhaw, who 
fpoke her after (he part- 
ed from the fquadron, 
Jo be — 



7 

12 

4 

26 

8 

3 

-4 

j6 

3 

z 
1 

16 
2 S 

35 



>2I 



25 

30 
12 

46 

J 1 

6 

9 

39 
6 

2 

6 

% 

27 

28 

63 

4 



30 



— 500 
— — 600 
Officers killed. , 

Lieut. W. Bowen Parrey, of the 
Royal Oak; Lieut. John Hutchins, 
2d Lieut, of the Grafton ; and Mr. 
Necoll Bower the Gunner ; Lieut* 
Jonah Veale, of the marines, Sultan. 
' Officers wounded. 

Lieut. Richards, of marines, Royal 
Oak ; Lieut. Brett, of the Grafton ; 
Lieut. Caldwell, 46th regiment, on 
board the Sultan ; and Lieut. Bow* 
dens, of the 4th regiment, Magnifi- 
cent. 
Extra& of a letter from tie Hon* 

Vice-admiral By no a to Mr, Stb-* 

phkns, dated Princefs Rpyal, off 

St. Chriflopher's, July 17, 1779. 

I arrived here the 15 th with all 
the ihtps of his Majeiry's fquadron 
fthat were with me off Grenada, ex- 
cept the Monmouth and Lion; the 
former got in yefterday, and the lat- 
ter is faid to be at anchor off* the lilaad 
of Saba, where the Maidftone frigate 
is fent to her affiftance.. 

Major-general Grant, with about 
half the tranfpor'ts, are arrived ; fe- 
Tcral mo.re are now coming in, 



**3 £4* 



gxtrag 
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ExtraB ■*/ ajftur fivM tbt Hp*. 
J^ce-admirtlBxRpx to Mr. Ste- f 
JFHENS, dqttjl Princefs Rojql at' 
fia % iheidofAuguft f \'j'fo. 
The account J had .of th^ Lion be- 
ing at anchor under Saba, proved to * 
beamiftake; and I have not learnt 
guy thing certain of tjiat ' (hip fince 
the Wohmputlirfpoke %tx fome days 
after the a&tion. All thetranfports, 
reached St. ChriftopH-r'$ except one 
(hip, with the'Lieutehant-colpneland 
part of "the 4th regiment on board," 
which £Hip had loft hermizen-maft by 
another veflel running foul of her; 
and (learnt from two gentlemen who 
left Grenada about a week ago, that 
fh£ fell in with the French fleet, and 
was taken the -day after thefc&ipn. 
The fame gentlemen acquainted me, 
that although great pains, were taken 
to conceal the lo& wtych the French 
fufbrined in the engagement, yet they 
were well allured, that three Cap- 
tain$, eighteen* Lieutenants, and 
twelve hundred men loft their lives, 
and ' that the wounded -amounted to 
nearly two thoufand ; which account 
does not differ materially from what 
we had from St, Euftatius, and other 
quarters,* 

Wbitthatt % September 10, 1779. 
Extract of a litter from Major-gent^ 
* ral Grant, Commmder in Chief of 
his Majejiys force* in the Leenvard 
Iflands, to the .Right Honourable 
Lord George Germain, in* of 
bis Majififs Principal Secretaries of 
State* Dated en hoard the Sybelluy 
nnftTtaUer., atfea> the %th ofjtt/y, 

■ 1779.. ,". ;■ 
M'y Lord, 
Admiral Byre* bore down to lee- 
ward the 6th of June to proteft the 
trade, which had aflembled at Gre- 
nada, and were to rendezvous at St. 
Chriftopher's. He proceeded ac- 
cordingly 10 the laft mentioned ifland, 
and we loft fight of his fquadron, 
f. om the heights of St. Lucie, ;he 
*th of June, 

' The French taking advantage, of 
the abfence of the Brirjih fleefc when 



cmrfoveJ ,^n J^teSiMthe hpajt- 
ward-bdund trade of theweft-In£*es ? 
fent four jarmed veffels &nder the 
cbmmand"of j^onfieur le Chevalier 
£>u Rinriarn, with three httrtii*iiihen ? 
compofed of regulars and militia, 
and landed the 13th of June upon 
r,he ifland' pf £t, Vincent* Ti* 
ifland fabmitted without firing* a fhot, 
and the capitulation waa Signed *he 
1.7th. .* : 

I waitedVon Admiral Byron as foon 
as pofSblei after he came to an an- 
chor, the 4ft of July, at ,Gros "f det| 
upon returning with hi* "fleet from 
the cruize to leeward. When I cot 
pn board, J found he had butiuJt 
received a* aeeount of die induction 
pf St ? Vincent's. -None of the ex- 
prefs reflete which had been dUpatch- ' 
ed for him having been lutfcjr tWMJgh 
to fall in with the fquadron. 

The ^entlemctt of the mory Who 
were on board with, the Admiral 
icemed much -alarmed about Grena- 
da. I had not -heard t>f an attack 
upon that ifland, tin readily agreed 
to proceed with the fleet and army to 
faveorieta^c Grenada and St, Vin- 
cent'^. 

x Upon my return tp Jiead^uarter? 
at fix o*dock in the evening, orders 
were given forembarkinc nexc morn- 
ing at' day-break, -and theembarka r 
tion was cpmpleated in the cpurfe of 
that day and night, The AdmifaJ was 
informed the 3d, at feyen o'clock in 
the morn&ig, that -every thing was 
ready to go to fea. 

In consequence of which *fignals 
v?ere made, and we failed with twen- 
ty-one fhipyof the-iine, the Ariadne, 
fourteen tranfports, four ordnance, 
four hofpital, and two convalefcent 
mips, three viftiraHers, the ageati>f 
tranfports, the engineers, and a 
horfe iloop. 

.We made §t. Vincent's the 4th, 
and were informed, that the French 
had but three hundred regulars and 
three hundred militia upon the ifland ; 
thatt they were fortifying tftemfeives; 
with Che aiBftance of four hondred 
' -' negroes j 
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negroes ; *nd that Ac Caribbs had 

joined them. 

', The Admiral received advice tfrc 
fth, in the morning, that Grenada 
was a&ually attacked ; that fbe 
French had from eight to ten fail of 
the line,, withieven or eight frigates, 
and had landed from two r.o three 
ihou/and men ; that Lord Macart- 
ney Was in pofieffion of the hill which 
commands the .town of St. George j 
and, knowing from a Mr. Houfton 
that be was to receive immediate 
Support, would of courfe maintain 
^ispoil as long as poffibLe. 

The fleet carried this day all the 
fail they could, and was in fight of 
jprenada and the French Beet the^th 
at clay break. 

The Britifh Squadron bore down 
upon them with all the fail they could 
/croud, and tne attack began at half 
an hour after feven in the morning, 
and . continued till twelve j was re- 
newed again at two, and continued 
pil fun-fet. 

General* Meadows and J faw the 
whole very diftinclly from the ih*p« 
Nothing could exceed the determined 
Wavery and gallantry of the whole 
fquadron. We lookers on were full 
of admiration at many handfome 
things which we faw done and at- 
tempted in the courfe of the day. 

But things turned out very diffe- 
rently from what we bad reafon to 
expect, from the intelligence which 
Admiral 3yrpn had received. D'£f- 
tairtg was reinforced before he left 
Martinique, and had at Jeaft twenty* 
fx fail of the line, and eight frigate', 
with fix or eight thoufand men. The 
french gave out ten thousand land 
poops and marines. 

Admiral Byron therefore very pru- 
: 4ent^y determined to (land for St. 
Chriilopher's, to refit the damaged 
fhips ? and ferjt to inform me of his 
intention, Jim convinced lie will 
(Toon recover his fuperiority at fea ; 
as the French, though fuperior in 
numbers, mull at laft give way to the 
intrepidity 'of theBriufh fquadron. 



AdmbuUj-QffUt % Sept. n, 1779. 

txtraa of a Utter from Rear- AS? 
mirai Edwards, Commander im 
Chief of his Majefifsjhips at Never 
foundlandy to Mr, St smztiS, dated 
St. John's, July 24,, 1779,. 
I arrived here the 21ft inftant; I 
found In* Majefty's {hip Surprise* 
Capt. Reeve, who on the 14th inft, 
was preparing her for fea ; and re- 
ceiving information, that his Ma- 
jelly's armed fchooner Egmont had' 
been attacked and taken off Cape 
Spear that day, by a privateer brig^ 
immediately flipped his cables, and 
went out after her, In the evening 
be got fight of her, chaced, and 
about twelve o'clock at night toot 
her. She proved to be the Wild 
Cat privateer of Salem, not ten .weeks 
off the flocks, mounting fourteen . 
carriage guns, and had Feventy-n>e 
men when fhe came out. Lieutenant 

'Gardiner^ and twenty of theEgmontV 
people were retaken in her, but un- 
tunately the fchooner had feparated 
before Capt. Reeve, whofe conduct 
upon this occafion deferves much com- 
mendation, could get fight of them, 

I have the pleafure to inform their 
Lordihips, that Capt. Ca3ogan, in 
his Majefly's /hip Licorne, on the 
31ft of May fell in with and took' 
L'Audacieufe French privateeri, of 
twenty-four fix pounders, and 194 
men, who engaged him half an hour# 
The privateer had %z men killed, and 
17 wounded. The Licorne hadonlj 
pne man wounded. 

On the 15th of June Captain 
Cadogan parted with his .convoy in 
lat. 48 50 north, and long. 42* 
48 well, in a. violent gale of wind ; 
and on the loth (in fight of land-oSf 
here) faw % flijp, which he. chaced, 
and at two P. M. the next day, came 
Aip with and took her. She proved 
to be the General Sullivan American 
privateer, of twenty-four fix-poun- 
ders, and 106 men, and arrived here 
the next day with the Licorne aj»d 
French prize, I beg leave to note, 
that Captain Cadogan** Conduct in 
p*e(erving 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( 3»* ) 

prefemng his convoy from the 19th, thu letter reaches your Lordfhip, yoir 
{the day he firll faw the French pri- will have received my difpatch of die 
Vateer) to the 31ft (the day on which jth of July (A) from Grenada, gtv- 
hc took her) is very commendable; '« ff v «" *" " , ' ,ft »"* « f •*»»«• th«.«#i». 

Captain Pafley in his Majefty's 
Jhip 6ybil, arrived here the 23d of 
May* In his pa/Tage out he retook 
<he'Townfide privateer of Liverpool ; 
9nd on his firft cruize on the banks 
retook a brig loaded with wine; 
both which prizes he brought in with 
Urn to St. John's. 

London Gazette, Oc7. 2, 
Extract of a letter from Vice-admiral 

Sr Peter Parker, Commander 

ix Chief of bis Majeftfs Jbips at 

Jamaica, to Mr. S T K F H E N s , dated 

•n beard the Ruby, in Port Royal 

Barbour, July 16, 1779- Re- 
ceived Stpt. 29. 

His Majefty's fhip the Lion arrived 
kere the 20th inftant, almoft a wreck, 
having fufTered, very confidently in 
an engagement, the 6th inftant, off 
Grenada, between the Englifh and 
French fleets. 

I think it but juftice to Captain 
Cornwallis to affbre their Lordfhips, 
that, from the diftreffed fituation of 
the Lion, (he could riot poffibly re- 
join Vice-admiral Byron. The gal- 
lant behaviour of Captain Cornwallis 
during the action, and the unwearied 
pains tal^en by him afterwards to at- 
tack a (hip of equal force [this proved 
to be the Monmouth, of 64 guns] 
foppofed to be one of the French 
fijuadron, are worthy of commenda- 
tion. 



London Gazette, Sept* 2 1 . 
Whitehall, Sept. 21, 1 779. 
Ctpy of a letter from I^Macart- 
ney /« Lord George Germain, 
dated mar La Rocbtlle, Sept. 4, 
* 1779 ; received the lgth infant by 
tie packet from Of end. 

Near La Roc belle, France, 
My Lord, Sept. 4. 1779. 
I flatter myfelf that long 



before 
(A) The letter referred so above has not been received* 



mg you an account of that Aland's 
being in pofreflicn of the French. I 
fent feveral copies of it by different 
channels ; but leit none of jheni 
mould have come to hand, I fhall 
now in a few words acquaint your, 
Lordfhip, that on the 2d of July 
the Count d'Eftaing arrived at Gre- 
nada, with 25 fail of the line and 
it frigates, having 6coo land troop* 
on board. We made the beft de- 
fence we could with the handful of 
people we had, which • confifted of 
l«i rank and file of the 48th regi- 
ment, 24 artillery recruits and be- 
tween 5 and 400 militia. 

We had the good fortune to re- 
t>ulfe the enemy in their firft attack, 
but in th'e fecond they carried our 
lines by dint of fuperior numbers, 
after a conflict of about an hour and 
a half, in which they had killed and 
wounded 300 men and upwards, 
which amounts to more than the 
whole force we had to oppofe to their 
attack ; for in the preceding night 
we were deferted by almoft all the 
coloured people, and the greateft part 
of the new fubjecls. Being at the 
difcretion of the enemy, without, 
means of refiftance or profpeft of re- 
lief, we were obliged to propofe aca- 
pitnlation, which was inftantly and 
peremptorily refufed by the Count 
d'Eftaing in toto; and in lieu of it hc_ 
fent to me the moft extraordinary and 
unexampled project that ever entered 
into the mind of a General or a poli- 
tician. This I rejected in my turn j 
and there being no poflibility of ob- 
taining any other, all the principal 
inhabitants to whom I communicated 
it were unanimous in preferring a 
furrender without any conditions at 
all to the one that was offered ; and 
upon that footing the enemy are now 
poffefled of the ifl.ind. 

My letter of the 5th of July is fo 



M 
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.lull and cifcumftantial, that I muft 
refer your Lordftrip to it, and to the 
papers inclofed in it, for the parti- 
culars. I flatter myfelf that your 
Lprdfhip will believe,, that nothing- 
w,as omitted that could poffibly have 
been done for the prefervation of 
Grenada : this reile&ion is the only 
confolation I have under the misfor- 
tune of its lofs. 

In my former letter I mentioned, 
that it was intended that my fellow 
prifoners of the remains of. the five 
companies of the 48th regiment, &c. 
(hould embark with me for Europe in 
a fhip fet apart for that purpofe; but 
I know not why its deftination was 
altered ; the troops were fent, I am 
informed, to Guadaloupe, and I was 
put on board a French frigate bound 
for this place, where we arrived lafl, 
night. I have written to M. de Sar- 
tine, through whofe hands this letter 
paJTes, to know the intention. of his 
Court with regard to my enlargement, 
and expecl his anfwer in a few days. 

M. d'Eftaing would not confent to 
any exchange of prifoners in the Weft 
Indies on thisoccafion. 

An aflurance was given to the in- 
habitants of Grenada, that they (hould 
retain quiet pofleflion of their eftates, 
and that, during the war, they fhould 
not be obliged to carry arms againft 
his Majefty. The other arrangements, 
Iprefume, will depend on the Court 
of Verfailles. 

I am, &c 

Macartney 



An Account of the taking of /be Ijland 

sf Grenada. 
Tublijhed by autbprity at Paris, 
Sept. 10, 1779. 
, The ad of July the French fqua- 
dron appeared in the morning off 
Qrenada, in the evening anchored in 
Molinier Bay, and landed 2300 
troops, who took pofleffion of the 
neighbouring heights, Count Dillon, 
ejdeft Colonel, talcing the command, 
la the night a party of tjiefe troops, 



uqder Count d'fiftaignimade afprcei * 
march to be able to command the 
hofpital, where he learned their.prin- 
cipal force and hopes were centered- 
-The 3d of July, at day-break, we 
difcovered the pofition of the enenajf 
Upon this Morne, whofe declivity, 
extremely fteep and embarrafled with 
large ftones heaped up,, was .fortified 
with pallifkdoes at bottom, and thrt* 
retrenchments one above the other. 
We knew that the enemy had 140 
foldiers of the 48th regiment, 40 of 
the royal artillery, 200 volunteers, 
and 400 of their beft militia. We 
had no cannon, it would have been 
too far to have brought them, be- ■ 
fides Admiral Byron's (quadron might 
arrive ; but our General refolvei 
to take advantage of the next night, 
and carry the poll by florm. During . 
the reft of the day he. made the ne- 
ceflary difpofition to make the attack, - 
in. three columns on the eaft part of 
the Morne, whkh looked. tp* the 
heights he had got round. He or-.. 
dered, at the fame time,. a feigned - 
attack fhould be made under the Hof- 
pital, ^n the fide of the river St. > 
Jphn, In confequenee of thefe direc- 
' tions, the divifioft of the Vifcounc 
de NoaiHes, who had got to the 
Morne of St. Eloi,had ortler9 to join 
the Count d'Eftaing at Pradine's , 
houfe. We had made a long march 
in the heat of the day, but the ex- 
ample of their '.chief, whofe love of 
glory made him feek it wherefoever it 
cpuld be found, made the men fup- * 
port the fatigue. .On the afternoon,; 
the General fent a fummons to Lord 
Macartney, ^the Governor of Grena- 
da, to furrender. His Lord Chip an- ; 
fwcred,' he did not know the forae of 
Count d'Eftaing, but he knew his. 
own* and would do all in his power 
to defend his ifland. 

Before night, Count Dillon, and./ 
the other officers of the divifiori, ex- • 
amined, as near as pofiible, the re* : 
trenchments they w-re going to au 
tack, to find out the roads their co~ 

lumn* 
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itfmns fttooM taic. iT^Atackmenx ef Marines, witft £00 m*t o/ tlie ft* 
of artillery, having rfb cannons to-; giment of Champaigne* Viennoisv 
farvej reo*efted to inarch at the head ' Mki*ti»ioa, and the legion of Lanzan. 

The faift attack havings begun about 
two o'clock in the morning, as ba£ * 
been direcW, the three columns 
rriarched to the Morne of-the jbofpital'j 
aecording to the routS that had becnt 
ihewa them.- The fflins of the Mar- 
quis de Vaudreail, being under the 
battery at tile time of the attack, 
ftkied that moment' to cannonade it, 
which produced a very ufefiil diver- 
iion. When we were near the in* 
trenchmentd^ we Underwent a very 
briflc Ire from the enemy* The Eng- 
liih* man of war, the York, which was 
moored near the careenage, incom- 
moded our troops 9ery much^ by fir- 
ing upon Count Dillon's cotomn, 
which pafled within gun*flk>t; Count! 
Durat's advance guard having cleared 
the pallifadoes and climbed up the 
Morne ; the lad and center columns* 
getting nearer to each other, by the 
nature of the ground joined the van 
guard — neither the fire of the retfench- 
ments, nor of the York, which Hank- 
ed our troops, nor the fteepneft of 
the place, could flaken the ardour of 
our men, excited by the prefence of 
the General, who leaped over the re- 
trenchments, with the fir ft grenadiers* 
They mounted the Morne., in clofe 
column, the men prefltng and push- 
ing up each other. . The enemy were ■ 
fucceffively routed every where. T<he 
divifion of the Vifcount de Noailles, 
having a greater round to make, 



of the columns ? — toward* midnight 
the troops put themialves in motion ; 
before Vo they pdt to Lttaas houfe, 
about a quaxtcj^of a league from the 
Morne they were to attack* and there 
fo»med the three columns, and 
halted. 

The column on the right was com- 
manded by the Viitount de Noailles, 
having under him Lieutenant colonel 
G'Dun, Major ■ Macdonel, ftfajo* 
Mondion, and the Chevalier Depuy, 
Captain in the royal artillery ; with 
I oo rangers, 13a men of the regi- 
ments of Anxerrois and Martinico, 
and 10 of the artillery. ** 

. The column on the left was com* 
manded by CountArthur Dillon, GoIck- 
nel commandant of the regiment of his 
name, with Colonel Brown, the gre- 
nadiers, and the reft of Dillon's re- 
giment, and 10 of the artillery. 
They were to follow the road to the 
careening place, and from thence 
mount up to the retrenchments* The 
Count d'Eftaing marched at the head 
of the, grenadiers of that column, which 
was immediately preceded by the 
advanced guard, commanded by the 
- Count de Darah, Colonel in fecond 
of the reginientgf Cambrens, and 
compofed of $o volunteers under M. 
Vehce, 50 grenadiers of the regiment 
of Hatnaul, 50 of the regiment of 
Foix, and 30 of the regiment of Mar* 
tinico. The Sleur de Saint Ci ram, 



Captain in the royal corp du Genie, A fhortened fhe-diftswtce by the aleftnefs 



was with this advanced guard, and 
entered with it into the retrench- 
ments. 

/The divifion deftined to make the 
rlrii attack was commanded by the 
Count de Pondevaux, Lieutenant- 
colonel of the regiment of Auxerrois, 
having under him, Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Huflff not of the legion of Lau- 
zan ; Major de la Bretonierre of the 
regiment of Martinico, and Major 
Jwerangues of the provincial regiment 



of his march ; and having overcome 
every obftade, he arrived at the' fame 
time at the top of the Morne, of 
which we made oarfelves mafters in 
lefs than an hour. We found there* 
four cannons of 2$ pound? ball ; two 
eight-pounders, four fix-pounders, 
one four-pounder, and fix mortars of 
different calibres*; Lord Macartney, 
thinking himfelf impregnable in that 
poft, had carried thither his plate,- 
jewels* and moil valuable ttife&s, and 
• hi* 
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Ms principal officers had followed his 
example. 

As foon as it was light we turned 
one twenty-four pounder on the fort, 
which the Morne nearly commands. 
On the firft (hot being fired, an offi- 
cer came with a flag of truce, whom 
the Governor had fent to capitulate. 
He found our General in the battery, 
who, ta'king out his watch, gave Lord 
Macartney an hour and an half to 
make his propofals. They were fent 
by the time prefcribed, but our Ge- 
neral rejected them all, and his Lord- 
fhip then agreed to furreuder at difr 
cretion: 

Our troops then took pofleflion of 
the fort; and made the following 
prifoners. 

Of the afith Regiment* 
i Lieutenant-colonel 
2 Majors 
:■' 3 Captains 

4 Lieutenants 

1 Enfign 

157 Non-commiflioned officers and 

foldiers. 

Of the Royal Artillery. 

2 Lieutenants 
25 Men 

Of the Militia* 

5 Colonels 

6 Majors 
31 Captains 
31 Lieutenants 

, 33 Enfigns 
218 Non-commiffion and rank and 

file, befides feveral feamen — in all 

70*. 
Wt took alfo three colour?, 102 
piece* of cannon of different bores, 
and 16 mortars. 

If we would mention the officers 
who diftinguifhed themfelves, we 
muftbe obliged to name everyone 
of them. — The troops fhewed that 
good will and brilliant courage which 
chara&erifes our nation. Particular 
praifes are due to the commanders of 
the feveral divifions, to the fuperior 
' officers Who ferved under them, and 
to the ftaff, which was compofed of 

Vo*. VIII. 



2i ) , . 

the Count deDurat, MajoNgeneral ; 
Major de Manoel, of the Haiqault. 
battalion,<who:wasfec<>naV under him; 
M. Gaurier, Affiilant.Quarter-mafler- 
general, who-mounted the retrench- 
ments with the General and M. Paf- 
ferat de Ja Chapelle, Major of the 
Martinico militia. . ■ » 

Some of the fea officers had leave 
to be prefent at the attack— Lieu- 
tenant Du Rumain,' and Enfign de 
Barras, marched with the Vifcount 
de Noailles ; and Lieutenant de 
Broves, and Enfign de Com baud, 
mounted the trenches with Count 
d'Eflaing. 

We mull not omit one circum- 
ftance as honourable for the General, 
who knows how to reward merit, as 
for the brave fellow who defervedit : 
—z Serjeant of grenadiers of the re* 
giment of Hainault, named Horadan, 
was in the advanced guard. After 
having fhewn the greateft intrepidi- 
ty, during the aclion, he leaped the 
laft battery on the Morne, and rufhing 
through the enemies foldiers, favea 
the life of the Sieur Venice, who was 
juft before him. The Count d'Ef- 
taing, under whofe eye the Serjeant 
fought, got the battery juft at that 
inftant, embraced, the Serjeant, and 
declared he would make him an Officer. 

The lofs on our fide amounts to 35 
-killed and 7 1 wounded. 
Lift of the Officers killed and wounded* 

Officers killed. 
Patrick M'Sheey, fecond Lieutenant 

in Dillon's regiment. 
Chevalier de la Bretonniere,, Major 

in the regiment of Martinico. 

Dubourg, Captain of grenadiers l\y 

the fame regiment. 

Officers wounded* 

De la Pelin, Captain of grenadiers in 

the regiment of Hainault. • 
Duggan, fub-lieutenant in the regi- 
ment of Dillon. 
Morgan, ditto. 
Deloy, the younger, ditto 
Chevalier de Kergus, Lieutenant in 
the regiment of Martinico. 

T t Gautier, 
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Gautier, ckKeryequen, Afilftant Quar- 
ter-matter general. 
Am Aectwmt *f fh* Sim fifbt, *J tbt 
JJUnd 0/ Grtnmdm, on tlm bib of 

rfbis Mtj'ejty m*dtbm*ftb$ Kint 

fMijbtd fy authority ** Paris, 
Sept. 10, 1770. 
The King's fleet having kept the 
fame anchorage from the ad of July, 
the fort of the bofpital Mornt having 
been taken by aflaalt in the night be- 
tween the 3d and 4th, we did not 
change a pofiuon chat was more to 
windward than that in the bay. The 
royal fort in the town of St. George, 
and tbe colony 'having 1 been iur- 
rendered at di(crttkm the fame day 
by Lord Macartney; fome flaps, which 
the foul ground in Moknier creek had 
canted to drive, had fretched as far as 
jhe bay, to find better anchorage. 
The 5th of July, having notice 
that the Englifh fleet had been feen 
of the ifland of St. Vincent, (leering 
fbuth, at dayireak a fignal was made 
for our fleet to weigh, and then an- 
other fignal to prepare for action. 

At half pad one in the afternoon, 
the fignal for rallying having -called 
back the fhips which *had driven and 
, were under fail* they worked up 
againft the ftrength of the contrary 
currents. If the wind had been to 
the fouth-eaft, the fleet would have 
got under fail dire&Ly, to meet the 
enemy and bring on a battle, which 
:was more defired than expefted ; but 
as the winds were from eaft, to eaft 
©orth-eaft, the currents and the calm 
would have driven us further off, and 
anoft likely have thrown us to lee- 
ward, fofar as to have made it dif- 
ficult to beat up again, it was there- 
fore thought preferable to pafs the 
night at anchor. 

Thetfthof July, at half paft three 
in the morning, our frigates who were 
looking out to windward, made fignal 
of the approach of the Englifh fieet. 



The fignal for getting under way 
was immediately made ; the repeti- 
tion of the fignals from the frigate* 
made it neceftary to renew tfce fignal 
for failing at a quarter paft fire. la 
a quarter of ah hour mote the day 
broke, and the enemy's fleet appear- 
ed to windward, at about a league 
and a half diftant, coming down upon 
us with all fails fet. Some of oar 
(hips being Aill at anchor, we mad* 
fignal for them to cut their cables. 
We all got under way. Signal was 
made, at three-quarters paft five, to 
form the neareft line on the ftarboard 
tack ; the enemy approaching, it fee- 
came neceflaiy to form our line of 
battle as fpeedHy as poflrble, without 
paying any regard to the poft or rank 
of the mips. 

The Bngiifll fleet was then com^ 
pofed of nineteen fail of the line, and 
a frigate to repeat fignals ; made a 
tack oppofite to our fleet. There 
lay to, to windward, a fleet from 
twenty-five to .twenty-eight fail, which 
we knew had Englifh troops on board, 
defined for a debarkation, efcorted 
by two ihip* of the line, and fome 
frigates. The 4ea was fmootb, and 
we had a pretty breeae during the 
whole day* At half paft feven the 
fignal for engaging was thrown out, 
the.brifknefs.of getting under way not 
having permitted ajuft formation of 
the line. 

Several Jhips going to leeward, 
made fignals for them to work op 10 
it as clofe as poflible, tocrond fad to 
get into their ilation, and for the van 
to fhorten fail, that both the wind*-, 
ward and leeward (hips might get kw 
the line, and form a rear guard. 
Thefe fignals were fuceemvely made 
till three quarters afterlight. '• 

It is probable the enemy did not 
know that the ifland was taken : it it 
to be prefurmed ehey thought they" had 
a fufficient force. They ftretched 



along our line, which prefcnted to 
them fewer teflels to engage than they 

had 
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had, yet they received* fttt equal to 
-their own. An fcon as they had puf- 
fed Ottr fine, they pot on the lame 
atefc with », and wore with die wind 
a-ftern. The beadmoft (hip of their 
tan had continued on her tack as far 
as the opening of the bay of St. 
George, when the forts firep on her. 
The enemy carrying fail, and keep- 
ing as- near the wind as poSble, was 
then joined by the jwo mips of the 
line which had hitherto kepi with the 
tranfports, and who coming down full 
fail, got to the head of the line. 
Three ihips of the rear guard then 
appeared very much ont of order, and 
began to fall to leeward. 

The reft of the EnglUh fleet got 
dofer together, andappeared to ftnve 
to get farther from our hre. At a 
quarter paft nine, and at half paft 
nine* fignals were thrown ont to form 
in a line! to keep as clofe to the wind 
as poffible. Three of the Englifh 
>eaf ftemed deflttms of attacking forte 
of onr ihips which were to the lee- 
ward of the line; but having beat 
better acquainted with them, they 
Hood off at 20 minute* paft ten, to 
regain their poft in the line, which 
ftill kept up in the wind. 

At 40 minutes paft ten, fignal was 
made for ten of oar ihips which were 
to keward of oar line, to wear and 
form a rear guard* The fignals were 
repeated by the frigates ; two of the 
flaps worked up, and by keeping 
their wind got into the line. The 
ftfteen (hips which firft conftituted the 
line, had handled, very roughly, the 
fa$6fthe EnglHh, whole courfe, by 
the extenfton of their line, and by the 
efforts they mide to keep the wind, 
foukl not aflffty but through our rear 
guard, 

M a <ruarter paft twelve, the action* 
ceafed. The fire had been vet y hrifk, 
^ve- Englilh (hips-were greatly hurt in 
their mafts and rigging t three {hips 
of the rear guard, were feparated from 
bereft, and more to leeward. The 
fignals madptcF our keward fhips to 



tack and form in a line, had beeft 
fucceffivery Obeyed, as well as they 
could be done, and at a quarter pax 
two the line was completely formed. 
As foon as that was certain, a fignal 
was made to be ready to engage to- 
gether. The object of this manoeuvre 
to feparate, if poffible, the three fhipa 
of the EttgM rear from their man 
body. We continued to keep on the 
larboard tack, till three quarters af* 
ter two, when, being certain the pre- 
paratory fignal was faf&ciently under- 
ftood, the fignal for the execution of 
the defign was then made, and the 
whole line tacked at once, without 
one veitel mining ftays.-r-The enemy 
Made a like manosuvre at the fame 
time. 

The King's fleet finding itfelf thus 
at a Hand, made the fignal to form 
die line with a contrary pofition, and 
the flgnah to croud fail, and to hold 
the wind, were fucceflively thrown out. 
The leewardmoft of three EnglHh 
fhips, immediately put afore the wind, 
andconfequently was totally feparated 
from the fleet* If (he had beeacha- 
ced, it is rery likely (he would nave 
been taken, but it was thought pro- 
per to avoid any feparation ofour flee^ 
that we might not fall to leeward 6f 
Grenada, a return thither being the 
moft ufeful, and the beft proof of the 
advantage it had gained. The /wo 
other Englifh fhips continued on the 
fame tack, and making a ftretch to 
join their own fleet, we patted to lee- 
ward. The centre had received the 
whole fire of the line, but our critical 
fituation did not bring down the* Eng- 
Hfh fleet, who continued to keep their 
wind to get from us. 

Olir fire during the night; the two 
tacks we made in the fame water ; the 
bad condition of fome of Admiral By- 
ron's fhips; his perfeverance in keep- 
ing his wind, when one of his fhips 
was cut off by putting before it, and 
when another flood ia great want of 
aflitlance ; his retreat; his quitting 
the field of battle ; in fine, the cap* 
TU ' ture 
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tare of an Englifti trmfoort with £50 
foldiers, and a colony loft, will not 
leave any doubt of the fuccefs of his 
Majefty's arms. It would, ,have been 
Hill greater, if it had been poffible to 
have got the wind of the twenty-five 
tranfports, and to have got nearer to 
the enemy. But it is the more glo- 
rious, fince the King's fhips, who 
fought together, and in a line, were 
always interior in number to tHeEng- 
lifh fleet, which came to attack them, 
completely formed, and with the ad- 
vantage of the wind. 

The particular manoeuvres of the 
general officers and captains, who, by 
their fltill and their zeal, have replaced 
that alone which can conflitute t^e 
force of a fleet, uniformity — the man- 
ner in which they mutually fupported 
each other— the fmall fhips which 
thought themfelves iri their place when 
at the head, or midft of a line of 
^battle ; and who, in pofts which were 
not their proper fituations, refilled ah 
enemy whofe fleet were formed only 
of great fhips, and where they now 
attacked with, boldnefs, conducted 
themfelves with much bravery and 
dexterity^the prudent and well di- 
rected fire of divers fhips— the promp- 
titude with which fome of them got 
into their ftations : — the care they toojc 
to keep them in them — the good-will 
and cbearfulnefs of the crews, who did 
not hefitate a moment during a long 
and bloody fight — all this would re- 
quire that we fjiould enlarge feparate- 
ir on the conduct of each particular 
fhip. 

Lift of the Officers killed and wounded* 

Officers killed. 

'In the Provence. 

De Champorein, Captain, 

In the Amphion. 

Ferron da Quengo, Captain. 

De Gotho "j 

Chevalier de Gotho [ 

De Marquerie > T . 
. laqueloc , [Lieutenants. 

Pe Compredon J 

Jtt the Fier Rpderigue. 



De Montaat, Captain. 
Bernard de la Turmeliere \ Midfliip- 
TufEn de Ducis J men. 

Military , officers killed on hard tb* 
fit*t* 

De Fremont, Captain in the regi- 
mentof Foix. t 

D. Clairaud, Lieutenant in the re- 
giment of Auxerrois. 

Naval Officers wounded. 
Captain de Caftellet, 
Captain de Dampierre, 
Captain de Cillart.de Suville, 
Captain Chevalier de Retz, 
Lieutenant de Normand de Victor, 
Lieut, de Maffilian, 
Lieut, de Gleraux, 
Lieut, de Vanal, 
Lieut, de Carnet, 
Enfign Scoftierna. a Swede, 
De Reynier, Midfhipman, 
De Baras Melan, ditto 
De Briarg, dittoi 

Muitary Officers wounded. 
Count Edward J^illon — Colonel U 

fecond, 
; Pe Boulouvar4, 
De Barentin, 
Pe la Martiniere, 

Le Roy, ^auxiliary officers, 

Froflard, 
JJuifTon 
Jugau 

Chevalier de la Meth, Captain of ca- 
valry. 
Chevalier de la foyrelongues, of the 
artillery. 

Plunket, of Walih's regiment. 
Rafin, Captain in the regiment of 

Auxerrois, 
Da Mary, fub-lieutenant in the fame. 

The following Proclamations were 
iffued at Grenada-, as foen as tfre 
French obtaintd poffefficn of tbo 
JJlasd* Perhapi the infamous Terms 
enforced by tbern are 'without paraf^ 
lei in tbe Hiftory oftbe World* 
Translation, 
By the KIN G, 

John Francis Count de Durat, Cs- 
lonel of infantry ', Knight of the* 
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Jtoyal Military Order of St. Louis, 
Governor-general of the Grenada 
and the diftrifls thereunto belong- 
ing. 

It is hereby notified to all the in- 
habitants of this Government, that 
Lord Macartney has furrendered with 
the colony at difcretion \ by which 
means both the troops and inhabi- 
tants are entirely dependent on the 
goodnefs and clemency of his Ma- 
jefty : in confequence of which the 
faid inhabitants are hereby informed, 
that having, by the reduction of the 
ifland, become fubjects to the King 
of France, they are to fulfil the du- 
ties of fuch, under penalty of being 
-declared traitors to the Crown, and 
liable to be tried and treated accord- 
ingly. 

Given at 'the Grenades, the 7th 
of July, 1779. 

(Signed) Count De Durat, 

Gov. General. 
By the KING. 
John Francis Count De Durat 

tic . lie. 

Being informed of all the oppref- 
fiens exercifed by the Englifh Go- 
vernment, particularly againft the 
French inhabitants of the .ifland of 
Grenada, called new fubjects, con- 
trary to the capitulation of the colony 
on the 4th of March, 1762, the treaty of 
peace at Verfaillesin 1763, the treaty 
of Utrecht in 171 3, and others, con- 

% firmed and agreed to at the faid 
treaty of 1 763 ; in violation of their 
natural rights, and the rights of na- 
tions, as well as the laws of Eng- 
land; who, in revenge have, com- 
mitted acts which have been injuri 
ous to the whole members of the 
colony, and which will be the ob- 
ject of a particular memorial to be 
fent to our Court. 

We have therefore, from' hence- 
forward and for ever, difcharged all 

. the inhabitants of the ifland of Gre- 
nada, or according to the exigen- 
cies of the times only (and this for 
a certain term which will be limited) 



tfrora the payment of all mortgages 
and* other agreements of whatfoever 
kind, by them contracted with the 
city of tbndon, and all other places 
of trade, fubjeit to his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, without any exception ; referr- 
ing to the Court of France to make 
good all reclamations that are jrift 
and well-founded, and dependent on 
the prefent articles. As the repr£- 
fentative of his Britannic Majefty in 
the IJland of Grenada, in/lead of 
agreeing to yield at difcretion, the 
Governor might have propofed fuch 
honourable conditions, as its value, 
flrength, and his birth, titles, employ- 
ments, and honours, would haveind ne- 
ed us readily to agreed to; and his 
only motive could be to prevent the in- 
habitants of the Grenades from en- 
joying thofe advantages granted by 
the Englifh to the inhabitants of the 
Ifland of St. Lucia ; whilft the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the Genades, de- 
ceived by a point of honour, have 
facrificed their intereft to that de- 
gree, as to permit their money to be 
taken from them, and to loofe ail 
they had accumulated (after the, ex- 
ample of Lord Macartney) in a place 
which they thought impregnable. 

To recompence them, for thefc 
and other confiderable Jofies which » 
they have fuftained, it is prohibited 
under pain of difobedience, military 
execution, and confiscation of their, 
effects, to all and every of the in- 
habitants of the Grenades, to make 
good any payments that may be 
due to the fubjecb of his Britannic 
Majefry— -whether directly or indi» 
rectiy. 

As the debtors that the inhabi- 
tants of the Grenades have in Eng- 
land may refufe the exact and in (hot 
payment of what they may owe, it 
will be provided by a decree of the 
Chief judges, and after examina- 
tion of the claim, to releaie .thoJe 
Englifh inhabitants that are actually 
there reftdent on the lands under 
the government of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, 
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jefty, of like Tomt to foch as may 
be due in England to the inhabitants 
of the Grenades, whether French o* 
J&ngKfk ; add the furphit et the pro* 
doce of the effete of the Englifti ab- 
jfcntees fhall be provrfionafly thrown 
into the Treafary of the Colony, to 
be Ptflored at the" peace. The ma- 
jtagers who have taken the oath of 
fidelity fhaH not be changed fo long 
as they admmifbrr well ;-»but there 
mall be appointed by the Govern 
*ent guardians of the eftatet of the 
abfentees, who, after having been 
admitted on oath in a judicial court, 
fhali pre&rve, keep account, pay, 
and difcharge to the aftual mana- 
ger!, who fliall be difpoffeffed in 
-cafe of mismanagement ;— -but that 
ealy by a decree of the Judge* 

Given at. the Grenades, July y > 

J779- , 

(Signed) Count Da Due at, 

Governor-general. 
B v the: KING. 
J. Pa. Dvaar, &c. 

Being informed that feveral indi- 
vidual of the United Provinces have 
fnpplied divers of the inhabitants of 
the Grenades with con iider able fums 
of money, under mortgage of their 
habitations, flaves/or other immove- 
ables, with the guarantee of Englifo 
merchants, and by authority of the 
Parliament of Great Britain ; and as 
theie money-lenders cannot be con 
Adered but as borrowed names of the 
fnbje&s of his Britannic Majefty, all 
thefe creditors pome under the clafi 
of thofe which are fpecified in our 
Proclamation, of the 7th of this 
month : we therefore defer the pay- 
ment, as it is ordered in that proclar 
pation, bejag evident that the fob- 
jefts of the United Provinces cannot 
thereby be injured, having their re- 
courfe upon thejr correspondent, and 
that all the lofTes muft fall on thefe 
jaft, which fo fardimini&es the pro- 
perty of our enemies*.' * 

Given at the Grenades, July 10, 
W79* 



Tra^a^on tf a four ftm ibt Ki nj r 
*f France to tht Arcbbi&cp tf 
Paris, ^ r * 

" My Coufin, 
" The motives which have com- 
pelled me to have recourfe to the 
means of arms, in order to obtain 
that fatis/aclion which I have for too 
long a time aflced, are known to all 
Europe. The dignity of my crown # 
and what I owe to my fubjecls, will 
not any longer allow that I defer ven- 

Sancefbr the repeated infclts on my 
g, protecting the commerce of my 
fubjecls, and re-eftablilh the^liberty 
of thofe feaa, by repelling the at- 
tempts* of a nation which my moder- 
ation has encouraged and made bold 
in her project* of ufurpariea. 

* r After having provided for the 
forety of my kingdom, and my pof- 
feflions in America, by the augmen-\ 
tation of my naval fi>T<e» 9 I was de- 
termined to ufe reprifals, and to 
attack England in her own colo- 
nies, i 

r « In Africa, Senegal, the different 
forts on the coaft belonging to Eng- 
land, have been either taken or de* 
frroyed. In America the ifland of 
Dominica has been fiirprized by my 
frigates and troops, which the Mar* 
qmspeBouilJe, Governor-general of 
Martkrico, led to this expedition. 
More recently the frigates and troops 
under Vice-admiral Count d'Eiiaing, 
Commander of my naval forces in 
America, have taken pofleffion of the 
ifland of St. Vincent's. Laltly, en 
the night of the 3d Of July Jaft, my 
troops under Count D'Eftaing have 
taken, fword in hand, the ifland of 
Grenada, and made 700 prifoners, 
who were compelled to furrendet at 
difcretion, as well as the Governor, 
and to give up upwards of 100 pieces 
Of cannon, 1 6 mortars, and a great 
number of ihippiri£, which were un- 
der the protection of the batteries* 
Two days after, the Englifh fqna- 
dron, being twenty-one foil of the 
line, commanded by Admiral Byron, 
/ havipg 
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having under his convoy 40c? men 
for a debarkation, approached Gre- 
nada with a defign of retaking it. 
Count D'Eftaing got my fleet ready, 
offered, and gave battle *o the Eng- 
lib neet, and after having difabied 
feveral, compelled die whole to flight, 
and gained a conqueft. The fuccefs 
of these different expeditions, in 
which my officers,, foldiers, . and 
Jailors, have exerted every degree of 
French valour, as well as in the 
different fea engagements fince the 
commencement of hoftilities, can' 
only be attributed to *he>diviae fa- 
vour of the God ofarma, . who 
knowing the integrity of my inten- 
tions and my defire of peace, has 
feconded the joftice of my caufe. 

** For the purpofe of rendering a 
public homage of my gratitude, to 
fupplicate a continuance of his divine 
protection, I write to you, Signifying 
my defire that you caufe 7V Deum to 
be fung in the Metropolitan-church 
of Paris on a certain day and hour, 
of which the grand matter, a mailer 
of the ceremonies will, from me, in* 
46rm you of, praying God to preferve 
<yon, my couun, under his holy and 
divine* keeping* 

(Signed) Louis. 

(Under figned) Amelot, 

(And on the back of the letter) 
tT# my coufin, tbe Arcbbijbop of 

Paris f Peer ef France* and 

Commander of tbe Order of the 

Holy Gboft. 

London* GQobtr 1. A letter from 
Richard Oliver, Efq. dated from 
the Grenades, fays, " We have 
loft this valuable fugar ifland, and 
I am afraid that molt of the others 
will* foon be taken. We are 
all inamiferable fituation, and we 
have no profpecw or hopes of things 
being better. The reinforcements 
daily arriving from France to Join 
Count D'Eftaing's fleet, will foon 
enable him to drive the Englifh 



fleet out of the Weft Indies, and to 
make him matter of ' all the Weft 
India Elands, fo that trade to that 
part of the world will be totally loft 
to England*" ' 

— - «■ » 1— — • 
For the Remembrancer. 
Notwithflanding the Miniftry are 
again at their dirty work of abating 
the celebrated Doctor Fhanuiit 
in their daily, dirty, Court news- 
papery, it is a weH-known faa, that 
when their poor tool (P— — ■) wae 
laft year fent three times to Paris (by 
his noble patrons, North and Bute) 
to folicit the Dodoes countenance 
to their pitifully infidiout Comraif- 
fioners, (as they have turned out) 
then going over. to fupplicate Con* 
greta for peace and re-union, among 
a variety of tempting offers* which 
the tool was directed with all humility , 
to make to the Doctor, was, that* 
" Mr. Wed* — -e fhould, in the 
44 moil exprefs terms, and in the 
" public newfpapers, ask the Doc- 
«« tor's pardon,", for the famous* 
or rather infamous Philippic uttered 
by him on a memorable occaiion at 
the Cock-pit Royal, before the moft 
numerous anembly of Privy Coun- 
fellors that had ever been convened, 
since the loft glorious Revolution I 
and on which occaiion (as was affirm* 
ed in the time df it) a Great Per* 
fonqgt and tbe Bute were there in 
tog, behind a fcreen, arid moft luxttri^ 
onfly enjoyed the Scot's abufe. That 
abufc, however; with the fubfequent 
doings on the occaiion (equally re- 
markable for their polity as inflict) 
hath already coil his — - at leaft, 
. half a crown ! or, as old Mother 
Grant would have exprefled it» 
thirteen baubeet and a frw f*gdr 
ifiunds ; and may, in tbe way that 
affairs are at prefent going on, coft 

his fometbing more. 

Tribulation and anguifh are now 
approaching with rapid ftrides : they 
are even at the threihold I the tigns 

are 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. 3*8 )' 



are as viable as the ftars in the fir- 
mament ; wifdomitfelf hath pointed^ 
them out. " Pride goeth before 
deftruOiott, aad an haughty fpirit 
before a falL" 

Omnipotence hath been ita- 
jrioufly tacked to the word parlia- 
meat ; and no bounds have been fet 
to barbarous minifterial menaces, and 
perhaps more barbarous orders for 
their execution. Vide Adam Fergu- 
fon's Manifesto, or <valedi8ory Ad- 
drefs to Congrefs, figned 
Carlisle, Clintok, and Eden. 

Unconditional fubmiffion, pr metre 
than Roman feverky, . 

Germain. 

God and nature hath put into our 
Jiands the fcalping knife and tpma- 
hawky to torture them to uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion .... The late 
Suffolk. 

There muft be an abridgement of 
Englifti liberties; and means muft 
be adopted to take off fuch leaders in 
the Colonies, as appear in oppofition 
to themeafure. 

* Hutchinson. and Bernard,. 

. They fuffered W catch fifh upon 
their own cofts ! No, ftarvation, is 
loo good for them* Dundass. 

A Cowardly race of men ; they 
.fight ! they dare not look an 
Engliih man in the face. . 

■.' Sandwich. 

Five hundre4 highland lads,«with 

-whips, or even thirties in their hands, 

would drive them all from one 



end of the continent, to the othar* 
Grant, 

^ I will willingly pay fourteen (hil- 
lings in the pound, but they Jball 
fubmit to **r taxation* Vi'neiu 

I will never flop, untill I have 
brought them fuppliant to my feet. 

No*THi 

You muft do more, yon muft kilt 
Urn ; for we have paffed the Rubi* 
con, and if you don't kill thera*. 
they poi&bly may kill you. 

Mansfield, 

the main mover, and main fprmg of 
all! With many more well-remem- 
bered fimilar fpeeches, uttered *' ro 
the hour of our infolence," during the 
four laft feffions ; but they have been 
all to no purpofe; fuch impious 
threats, and m«re barbarous and 
brutal afts have availed nothing* 
When Britain was honeft and great, 
her Minifters and Officers were above 
uttering threats ; they are the lan- 
guage of mean an,d daftardly minds, 
which in the hour of our infolence 
and ?dijgrace, have been plentifully 
dealt out to the manifeft derifion of 
furrounding nations, as well as of 
the fuccefsful rebels to whom they 
were fent. But, the bour (not of in- 
folence, but of forrow) is drawing 
near ! Somebody muft account for 
the great evils that are come upon 
us; and for the contemptible as well 
as fortom condition, into which the 
Britifti dominions in all parts of the 
world are fallen. The People havfc 
a right to faye tbem/ehes from total 
rum, and they will do it. " 

' < SOLLY. 



* I by proclamation prefcribe, and even cut off from Royal Mercy, John 
Hancock and Samuel Jldaras. 

GAGE. 
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Philadelphia, May 25th, 1779. 
" Oft <when she Judge declares she 

felon 9 s dome, 
Might be morejuflyfuffer in his room . " 

The reputation which requires the 
Aid of anonymous fcribblers to fup- 
port it, is of little worth; and they 
who fuppofe that the publications of 
fuch perfons can efTentially injure" the 
character of an honeSt man, have but 
little knowledge of the world. Ho- 
neSty is the bell policy ; and he who 
• makes it the bafis of his actions, has 
nothing to dread from an enquiry 
into his conduct. A man of candour 
makes truth the object of his en- 
quiries, and will be afhamed to 
wound fecretly the reputation of any 
perfon. 

Much hath been faid of pecula- 
tion and fraud in the expenditures of 
public money. If fuch things have 
not happened in America, it may be 
considered as a miracle ; but where 
are the instances, and who are the 
perfons guilty of fuch crimes ? It be- 
hoves all ranks of people to aifift in 
detecting and bringing to punish- 
ment every fuch offender. Can it 
be a matter of furpafe then, that 
Mr. Smith mould make- a motion in 
Congrefs evidently deliened to do 
juflice tojthe public ? Is it not rather 
aSloniShing that ( there Should have 
been any oppofition to the enquiry 
propofed ! if it be a&ed what could 
Simulate him to make the motion, I 
will tell you — it was an independent 
fpirit, the love of juflice, and the 
public good ; — which led him alfo 
to take an early, open, actire, and 
diSinterelled part in the prefent con- 
teft with Britain ; and have establish- 
ed his character upon a foundation 
not to be Shaken by Mr, Laurens or 
any of his adherents. I requeSt you 
to publifh the proceedings of Con- 
grefs upon this occafion. I will not, 
at prefent, make any Strictures upon 
them. The public will take a com- 
parative view of the conduct of all 

Vol. VIII. 



H> 



concerned, and be able to judge for. 
itfelf. By what is on the journal, 
Mr. Laurens has acknowledged that 
he wrote a private latter of a certain 
date to Governor Houston. Where 
then are the Shining virtues Of Mr. 
Laurens, and the dignity of Con- 
grefs ? The following anecdotes will 
Show you. It is faid that Mr. Lau- 
rens, in oppofmg Mr, Smith's lafl 
motion, obServed, " that he did not 
expect his addrefs would have been 
entered upon the journal ! — that the 
entering it was a very imprudent 
rrieafure ;— that had he voted upon 
it, he would have voted no; — that 
when he faw the unanimous vote, 
he thought the lying fpirit had got 
into the Houfe."— 
In Congrefs Friday , May 
1779. 

After reading the journal, Mr. M. 
Smith arofe, and in his place inform- 
ed the houfe that he faw printed in 
a newfpaper, intitled Royal Gazette, 
publifhed in New-York, by James 
Rivington, a letter written by Henry 
Laurens, and directed to Governor 
Houfton of Georgia, which contained 
matter derogatory to the honour of 
Congrefs, injurious to the interest of 
thefe United States, and tending to 
deftroy that confidence which the 
States Should repofe in this body ; 
and therefore he moved, as a matter 
of privilege, that the faid letter be 
read, and that Mr. Laurens be called 
on to declare whether he wrote that 
letter. 

Objections were made to the faid 
motion as out of order, being con- 
trary to the order of yeSterday, that 
a/ter reading the journal this morn- 
ing the report on finance Should be 
considered. But Mr. Smith inSiSting 
on his motion as a matter of privilege, 
the debate was proceeding on the 
queftion of order, when intelligence 
was communicated to the houfe in 
the words following : 

" Extract of a letter from his Ex- 
cellency Thomas JohnSlon, Efq. dated 

y u Annapolis, 
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Annapolis, 1 2th May,— %J, to Col. 
Henry Hollingworth. Sir, Laft night 
Capt. Hanfon, with whom Capt. 
Plunkett was going as a fupercargo, 
put back to this place ; they inform 
they faw a frigate, a brig of about 14 
or 16 guns, a fmall armed veflel or 
two, and two, prizes in the bay. 
Hanfon narrowly efcaped being taken. 
Capt. Jack Nicholfon was drove on 
Jhore, on or near Gwin's Ifiand. 
Yefterday near the mouth of Patux- 
ent they met with one Mr. Robinfon, 
in a boat belonging to Choptanjc, 
bound down the bay. Robinfon told 
them that on Monday morning he 
fpoke a fchooner in the mouth of 
Puonkatank, bound to fea, and chacad 
in by a 'fleet of between twenty and 

New-Hampfhire, 
MaiTachunetts-Bay, 



Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 



New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvaniaj 



Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 



thirty fail, among them feveral large t 
fhips ; that fhe made this fleet off" 
the Horfe-ftioe on Saturday morning, 
but it being hazy they could not 
make out the exad number; that 
there were feveral Hoops and fchoon* 
ers amonfl them. We have yet heard 
nothing further. 

I am, Sir, your's, &c, 

Thomas Johnson." 

Whereupon a motion was made 
by Mr. R. H. Lee, feconded by Mr. 
S. Adams, 

That the consideration of the ques- 
tion of order ■ be poftponed until 
order be taken on the intelligence 
aforefaid. 

On this queftion the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Whipple, ay 

Mr. S. Adams, ay 

Mr. Lovell, ay , 

Mr. Gerry, ay 

Mr. Holten, ay 

Mr. Ellery, ay 

Mr. Sherman, ay 

Mr. Spencer, ay 

Mr. Jay, ay 

Mr. Duane, ay 

Mr. Floyd, ay 

Mr. Scudder, ay , 

Mr. Fell, ay 

Mr. ArmArong, ay 

Mr. Shippen, *J 

Mr. Atlee, ay 

Mr. Searle, ay 

tylr. Muhlenberg, ay 

Mr. Wynkoop. ay 

Mr. Plater, ay 

Mr. Paca, ay 

Mr. Carmichael, ay 

Mr. Henry, ay 

Mr. Jenifer, ay 

Mr. Smith. * no 

Mr. R H. Lee, ay 

Mr. Griffin, ay 

Mr. F lemming, ay 

Mr Penn, ay 

Mr. Burke, ay 

Mr. Sharpe, ay 

Mr. Laurens, ay 

Mr. Drayton, ay 

' So 
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So it was refolved in the affirma- 
tive, , 
The intelligence being again read, 
Refolved, That the faid intelli- 
gence be committed to the Board of 
War, and that they be directed to take 
meafures to prevent any ftores from 
falling into the hands of the enemy, 
fhould the fleet get the intelligence 
mentioned, attempt a defcent any 
where in the Bay of Chefapeak, or 
the rivers that empty therein. And 

New-Ham plhire, 
Maffachufetti-Bay, 



Rhode-Hand, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 



New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 



Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

So it pafl*ed in the negative. 

On the queftion, Is that part of 
Mr. Smith's motion, that Mr. Lau- 
rens be called on to declare whether 

New-Hampftiire, 
Maffrchufetts-Bay, 



that copies of the faid letter be? 
tranfmitted to the Commander in 
Chief, the Prefident of Pennfylvania, 
and the Governor of Delaware. 

Congreft refumed the confidera-. 
tion of the queftion under debate, 
and a divifion being called for by 
Mr. Daane on the queftion, h the 
motion of Mr, Smith for reading the 
letter referred to in this information 
in order ? The yeas and nays being 
required by Mr, Laurens. 



Mr. Whipple, 


no 


Mr. S. Adams, 


no 


Mr. Gerry, 


no 


Mr. Lovell. 


no 


Mr. Hoi ten, 


no 


Mr. Ellery, 


no 


Mr. Sherman, 


m 


Mr. Spencer, 


no 


Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Duane, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Floyd, 


«J 


Mr. Scudder, 


no 


Mr. Fell, 


no 


Mr. Armftrong, 


no 


Mr. Shippen, 


r no 


Mr. Atlee, 


"J 


Mr. Searle, 


no 


Mr. Muhlenberg, 


no 


Mr. Wynkoop, 


a J 


Mr. Plater, 


ay 


Mr. Carmichae!, 


ay 


Mr. Jenifer, 


a J 


Mr, Smith, 


ay 


Mr. Griffin, 


no 


Mr. Flemming, 


ay 


Mr. Lee, 


no 


Mr. Penn, 


ay 


Mr. Burke, 


ay 


Mr. Sharpe, 


ay 


Mr, Laurens, 


no 


Mr. Drayton, 


<v 



he wrote that letter, in order ? The 
yeas and nays heing required by Mr. 
Laurens* 



Mr. Whipple, 
Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Gerry, 

Mr. Lovell, 

Mr. Hoi ten, 

U u i 



no 
no 

no 
no 

no 



Rhode 
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Rhode-Ifland, 


Mr. 


Connecticut, 


x Mr. 




Mr. 


New-York, 


Mr. 




Mr, 




Mr. 


New-Jerfey, 


Mr. 


Fcnniylvania, 


Mr. 




Mr. 




Mr. 




Mr. 




Mr, 


Maryland, 


Mr. 




Mr. 




Mr. 


Virginia, 


Mr. 




Mr. 




Mr. 




Mr. 


North-Carolina, 


Mr. 




Mr. 




Mr. 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 




Mr. 



So St paffed in the negative. 

Refolved, That the order of the 
day be poftponed. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to- 
morrow. 

In Congrejs May 1$, 1779. 

After reading the journal, Mr. 
Laurens arofe, and with the leave of 
the houfe read in his place a paper, 
which he delivered in, and which 
being read at the table, was ordered 
to be entered on the journal, an4 is 
As follows : . 

Mr. Preiident. The motion which 
was made yefterday by one of the 
Honourable Delegates from Virginia, 
for reading a prefumed copy of a 
letter, faid to have been written by 
me, and printed in the garrifon of 
the enemy, on New- York Ifland, 
and for calling upon me to declare, 
whether I had written fuch a letter, 
appeared to me to be irregular, un- 
precedented, and full of dangerous 
confequences, derogatory to the hc- 
nour and dignity of Congrefs,. and 
alarming to the free and independent 



Ellery, 


w 


Sherman, 


no 


Spencer, 


no 


J a y> 


no 


Duane, 


no 


Floyd, 


no 


Scudder, 


no 


Armftrong, 


no 


Shippen, 


no 


Atlee, 


no 


Muhlenberg, 


no 


Wynkoop, 


no 


Plater, 


WO 


Carmichael* 


*0 


Jenifer, 


fit 


Smith, 


no 


R. H. Lee* 


no 


F lemming, 


no 


Griffin, 


no 


Penn, 


no 


Burke, 


no 


Sharpe, 


no 


Laurens* 


no 


Drayton, 


no 



citizens of thefe United States, thence 
arofe thofe cautions and admonitions, 
which a fenfe of duty prompted me 
to offer to the Houfe, while the fub- 
jecl was under debate, and I rejoice 
in that wifdom, which was difplayed 
by the Houfe, in over-ruling the 
attempt. 

Sir, had the gentleman who made 
the motion, called on me, and in 
proper terms enquired, whether the 
printed letter was a copy of an ori- 
ginal addrefs from me to Governor 
Houftoo, I would have given him 
all the fatisfa&ion that could have 
been defired by any man of true 
honour. 

And now, Sir, as, if I have been 
guilty of aught criminal, or have in- 
advertently exprefled any thing amifs 
in my correfpondeoce as a private 
citizen with Mr. Houfton, I would 
rather receive a cenfure or reproof 
from Congrefs, than be charged with 
a want of candour, or commit my con- 
duct to the whifpers of malice, I take 
the liberty of informing Congrefs, 
that I did, on the 27th Auguft, 

write 
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write a private letter to Governor 
Houfton. 

Jf the Houfe (hall jadge it proper 
to determine by a vote, that they 
may of right demand a copy of that 
private letter, and (hall in confe- 
quence of fuch vote call on me ; 
or if Congrefs (hall be pleafed by a 
vote to direft their Present in writ- 
ing to requeft me to lay before them 
a copy of that letter, I will in either 
cafe produce a genuine and true copy, 
feferving to myfelf in the mean 

New Hampshire, 
MafTachufettt-Bay, 



Rhode-Ifland, 

Connecticut, 
New- York, 
New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 



Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

. South Carolina, 

So it was refolved in the affirma- 
tive. 

Mr. Smith then moved, feconded 
by Mr. Penn, that the fenfe of the 
Houfe be exprefTed, whether the mo- 
tion he made yefterday, was an at- 
tempt irregular, unprecedented, and 
full of dangerous confequences, de- 
rogatory to the honour and dignity 
of Congrefs, and alarming to the 
free and independent citizens of thefe 
United States." 

A motion was made by Mr. Burke, 
feconded' by Mr. Griffin, as a fub- 
ftitute to the foregoing, in the words 
following: 



time the privilege of voting, as I 
certainly (hould vote, if I were not 
a party concerned 

I confide in the candour of the 
Houfe, to order this addrefc to be 
entered on the journal, and if the 
Houfe /hall be pleafed to call for, 
or requeft a copy of my letter, I 
mall expeft that will alfo be entered 
on the journal. — 15 May, 1779. 

On the queftion for entering the 
above on the journal, the yeas and 
nays being require^ by Mr, Laurens, 

Mr. Whipple, 
Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr- Lovell, 
Mr. Holten, 
Mr. Ellery, 
Mr. Collins, 
Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Scudder, 
Mr. Armftrong, 
Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. Searle, 
Mr. Muhlenherg* 
Mr. Wynkoop, 
Mr. Plater, 
Mr. Jenifer, 
Mr. Smith, 
Mr. R. H. Lee, 
Mr. Flemming, 
Mr. Penn, 
Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Drayton, 



«jr 
«y 
*y 
*y 
«y 
a ? 
*y 
*y 
«y 
a y 
*j 
«y 
a y 

ay 

a y 

ay 

*J 

ay 

ay 

«y 

ay 



That by the vote, for entering oa 
the journal the paper delivered in by 
Mr. Laurens, Congrefs did not mean 
to give any opinion on the fug- 
geilion therein contained, that the 
motion made by Mr. Smith was un- 
precedented, and full of dangerous 
confequences, derogatory to the hp* 
nour and dignity of Congrefs, and 
alarming to the free and inde- 
pendent citizens of thefe United 
States. 

On the queftfon, Shall this be re- 
ceived as a fubiUtute ? the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. 
Laurens. 

NeW- 
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New-Hampffufe/ 


Mr. Whipple, 
Mr. S. Adams, 


V 


Maflachufetts-Bay, ' 


<*J 




Mr. Lovell, 


ay 




Mr. Holten, 


*J 


Rhode-Ifland, 


Mr. Ellery, 


*y 


Connecticut, 


Mr. Sherman, 


«y 




Mr. Spencer, 


ay 


New- York, 


Mr. Jay, 

Mr. Duane, 


no 




no 




Mr. Floyd, 


ay 


New-Jerfey, 


Mr. Scudder, 


°y 


Pennfylvania, 


Mr. Shippen, 


ay 




Mr. Atlee, 


719 




Mr. Searle, 


*y 




Mr. Muhlenberg, 


*J 


Maryland* 


Mr. Plater,. 


no 




Mr. Carmichael, 


no 




Mr. Henry, 


*y 


* 


Mr. Jenifer, 


«y 


Virginia, 


Mr. Smith, 


no 




Mr. R.H.Lee,! 


*J 




Mr, Griffin, 


ay 




Mr. Flemming, 


no 


North-Carolina, 


Mr. Penn, 


no 




Mr. Burke, 


ay 




Mr. Sharpe, 


no 


South- Carolina, 


Mr. Laurens, 


<9 




Mr. Drayton, 


no 



So it was refolved in the affirma- 
tive. 

On the queftion, to agree to the 
fubftitute as a refolution. 

Refolved in the affirmative. 
Tuefday, May 18, 1779- 

Mr. Smith then rofe, and with the 
leave of the Houfe, read in his place 
a paper, in anfwer to the paper de- 
livered in by Mr. Laurens, in which 
te repeats his requeft, ** that Con- 
rrefs will explicitly declare, whether 
it be their opinion, that the motion 
which he made on Friday was full 
of dangerous confequences — deroga- 



tory to the honour and dignity of 
Congrefs, and alarming to the free 
and independent citizens of thefe 
United States ; and hopes that Con- 
grefs having indulged Mr. Laurens 
with entering his addrefs upon the 
journals, will do him equal j cilice, 
and allow him the fame indulgence, 
by entering his, addrefs upon the 
journal of Congrefs." The motion 
being feconded by Mr. Penn. 

On the queftion, Shall Mr. Smith*s 
addrefs be entered on the journal I 
the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. Smith. 



New-Hamplhire, 


Mr. Whipple, 


no 


Maflachuflets-Bay. 


Mr. Gerry, 


no 




Mr. Lovell, 


*y 




Mr. Holten, 


no 


Rhode-Ifland, 


Mr. Ellery, 


no 




Mr. Collins, 


ay 


Connecticut, 


Mr. Sherman, 


no 




Mr. Spencer, 


no 


New -York,. 


Mr. Jay, 


** 
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New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
So it pated in the negative. 



Tuefday, May 1 8, 1 779. 
Mr. Prefident, 
It gave me real concern to find that 
Mr. Laurens, a Delegate from the 
State of South-Carolina, considers 
the motion I made on Friday laft, as 
zn attempt "irregular, unprecedented, 
and full of dangerous confequcnccs, 
derogatory to the honour and dignity 
of Congrefs, and alarming to the free 
and independent citizens of thefe 
United States." I conceive it to be 
the duty of every Member of the 
Congrefs to receive the information, 
and to communicate it to Congrefs, 
Of the venality, peculation and fraud 
of any of its Members, or of other 
perfohs employed in the public for- 
vice. If the information leads to 
the inveftigation of truth, it is worthy 
of notice, and mould be attended to. 
The contents of the letter alluded to 
in the information I gave; the man- 
ner in which itwaspublifhed, and the 
probability that a letter directed to 
the Governor of Georgia, might have 
fallen: into the hands of the enemy, 
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in Georgia, did, in my opinion, 
require the attention of Congrefs and 
of all the free and independent citi- 
aens of thefe United States, fmce the 
honour of the one, and the intereft 
of the other, demanded an enquiry 
concerning the truth of thecontents. 
The publifher in this inftanpe, could 
not be called upon to juflify the 
publication, either by Congrefs or 
Mr. Laurens, becauie he was not 
within the line of their power; but 
Mr. Laurens might have refuted the 
publication by a bare denial of the 
authenticity of the letter; which 
jafHce to Congrefs and his own ho- 
nour required, if the letter publiflied 
was not genuine. In my opinion, 
therefore, there was no impropriety 
in the motion for demanding of Mr. 
Laurens whether he had written the 
letter of which that publication was 
faid to be a copy. lam fure the' 
demanding of a per/on, whether he 
was the author of a letter publifhed 
in a news-paper was not unpnece- 

dented 
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dented even in this houfe. But Mr. 
Laurens could not be compelled to 
give evidence againft himfelf, el- 
even to anfwer the quefHon. A re- 
gard to truth and his own honour, 
were the only confiderations which 
could oblige him to anfwer my 
queftion. The motion, therefore, 
could not be " full of dangerous con- 
fequences»" nor could it bV" alarm- 
ing to the free and independent 
citizens of thefe United Stafles,-" 
nnlefs Mr. Laurens, and the free 
and independent citizens of thefe 
United States, mould* be of opinion 
that truth and honour ought not to 
influence the conduit of men. If 
Mr. Laurens has difcovered thpfe 
fcenes of , venality,' peculation and 
fraud, which are mentioned in the 
letter alluded to; or if he was war- 
ranted to fay what is therein expreflf- 
ed, he ought indeed to have rejoiced 
that an opportunity was given him 
to unfold them, aqd thereby to have 
been inftrumental in bringing to 
punifhment the authors of fuch mif- 
chiefs to the public— But Mr. Lau- 
rens has charged me openly in Con- 
grefs, wiih having attempted what 
was " irregular, unprecedented and 
full of dangeroos confequences, de* 
rogatory to the honour and dignity of 
Congrefs, and alarming to the free 
and independent citizens of thefe 
United States." And he has faid» 
that he rejoices " at the vvifdom dif- 
played by Congrefs in ever-ruling 
the attempt ," This charge is con- 
tained in a written paper, which he 
read in his place, and defired might 
be entered upon the journals of Con- 
grefs. It hath been referved, and is 
entered upon the journal by order of 
Congrefs. 

Without calling upon Congrefs for 
tha$ protection againft perfonal infah, 
to which every Member is entitled 
whilft he is perfqrmiag his duty in 
this Houfe, and a confequent repa- 
ration of the breach of privilege, I 
demanded of Congrefs the juftice 



due to my honour, — that the fenfe of 
Congrefs might be expreffed, whe- 
ther the motion I had made was of 
fuch a nature as Mr. Laurens had 
declared, and I thought myfelf en- 
titled to fatisfa&ion on this point, as 
Congrefs had received the implied 
thanks of Mr. Laurens, for the wif- 
dora difplayed, in over-ruling tig 
attempt* 

Congrefs has not been pleafed to 
anfwer the queflion ; but hath adopt- 
ed a refolution, which, in my opi- 
nion, countenances the charge; as it 
apologizes for having admitted the 
declaration to record, and leaves it 
in full force againft me.— A mode of 
proceeding which, if it fhall be con- 
clude in this cafe, I fear, will im- 
peach the candour, if not the juftice 
of Congrefs. I therefore, as well out 
of regard to the dignity of Congrefs, 
as to my own honour, repeat my re- 
queft, that Congrefs will explicitly 
declare, whether it be their opinion 
that the motion which I made on 
Friday laft, was " full of dangerous 
confequences, derogatory to the ho- 
nor and dignity of Congrefs, and* 
alarming to the free and independent 
citizens of thefe United States/* and 
having indulged Mr. Laurens with 
entering his addrefs upon the journal 
of Congrefs, I hope Congrefs will 
do me equal juftice, and allow me 
the fame indulgence, by entering this 
addrefs upon the journal of Congrefs. 
Meriwether. Smith* 



Wtlliamfiurg) June 5. 

Articles of Capitulation prop of ed by 

Lieutenant-Governor Hamilton, 

to Colonel Geo^gz Roger Clark, 

dated Fort^Saciville, February, 24, 

Article 1. Lieutenant-governor 
Hamilton engage* to deliver up to 
Col. Clark Fort Sackville (Tort St. 
Vincent's) as it is at prefent, with all* 
the ftores, ammunition and provision, 
rtferving only 36 rounds of powder 
and ball per man, and as many weeks 
provifioa 
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provifion as ihall be fufficient to* con- 
dud thofe of the garrifon, whoihall 

•■ gp by land or water, ta their deftina- 
tion, which is to be agreed on here- 
after — ad. The garrifon are td de- 
liver, themfelves up prifoners of war, 
and to march out with their arms, 
accoutrements, and knapfacks. A 
guide or guides to be given* with a 

, fafe-guard, to efcort the garrifon to 

. their detonation, as alfo horfes for 
the tranfport of provifions, provided 

. the garrifon marches by land.— 3d. 
The garrifon not to be delivered up 

/till the perfon employed by Col. 
Clarke lhall receive an account of the 

, fibres, &c. — 4th. Three days time 
from the figning the articles to be al- 
lowed the garrifon to provide fhoes, 
&c. neceilary for the journey (if by 

. land) and for baking bread, as alfo 
for fettling accounts with the traders 

. of this poft,— 5th. Officers or others 
of the garrifon who have families, to 
be allowed to return to their homes 
on promife, of not afting during the 
prefent contefl between Great-Bri- 

^ tain and America. — 6th, The fide 
and wounded be recommended to the 

. humanity of Col. Clarke; any charges 
incurred by them to be difcharged by , 

. Lieut. Governor Hamilton, |who will 
leave a draft for 50I. New-York cur- 
rency, for their ufe. — 7th. Officers 
to take their private baggage. 

(Signed) Henry Hamilton. 
Lieutenant governor Detroit. 
Articles agreed on* 

t T. Lieutenant-governor Hamilton 
engages to deliver up to Colonel 
Clarke, Fort Sackville, as it is at pre- 
sent, with all the ftores, ammunition, 
provifion, &c. &c. — 2d* The garrifon 
to deliver themfelves up prifoners of 

. war, and to march out with their 
arms, accoutrements, and knapfacks* 

* 3d. The garrifon to be delivered up 

t to-morrow morning at ten o'clock,— 

4th. Three days to be allowed the 

, garrifon to fettle their accounts with 
the traders and inhabitants of this 
town.—cth. The officers of the gar- 
Vot. VIII. 



rifoa to be allowed tneir neceflafy 
baggage; 

Signed at Poll St; Vincent* 
February 24, 1779. 

Georgb Glarkb, 
Agreed on for the following reafons : 
1 . The remotenefs of fuccouT^-ad. 
The ftate and quantity of provifions. 
3d. The unanimity of officers and men 
on its expediency* — 4th. The ho- 
nourable terms allowed^ — And laftly f 
The confidence in a generous enemy. 
HENjty Hamilton, Lt. Gen. 
and Superintendant of Detroit , 

Williamfburgi (Virginia.) 
In Council, June 16. 

The Board proceeded to the confl- 
deration of the letters of Col. Clarke, 
and other papers relating tp Henry 
Hamilton, Efq. who has adled fome 
years paft as Lieutenant-governor of 
the fetdement at Detroit, and Com- 
mandant of the Britifh garrifon there, 
Under Sir Guy Carleton as Governor 
in Chief ; Philip Dejain, Juftice of 
the Peace for Detroit, and William 
Lamothe, Capt. of Volunteers, pri- 
foners. of war, taken in the country 
of Illinois. 

They find that Governor Hamilton 
has executed the taflc of inciting the 
Indians to perpetrate their accuftomed 
cruelties on the citizens of thefe Hates, 
without diftin&ion of age, fex, or 
condition, with an eagemefs and ac- 
tivity which evince that the general 
nature of his charge harmonized with 
his particular difpofition; they fhould 
have been fatisfied from the other tes- 
timony adduced that thefe enormities 
were committed by favages atting 
under his com million, but the num- 
be rof the Proclamations which, at 
different times, were left in ho.ufes, 
. the inhabitants of which were killed 
or carried away by the Indians, one 
of which Proclamations, under the 
hand and feal of Governor Hamilton, 
is in the pofteffion of the Board, puts 
this faft beyond doubt. At the time 
of his captivity it appears, that he 
X x had 
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had fart confiderabk detachments of 
Indians again ft: the frontier fettte- 
ments of thefe Stsrfes, and had a&u- 
ally appointed a.great Council of In- 
dians to meet him at the month of 
the Taniflee, to concert the opera- 
rations of this prefent campaign. 
They find that his treatment of our 
citizens and foldiers, captivated and 
carried within the limits of his com- 
mand, has been cruel and inhuman ; 
that in the cafe of John Dodge, a 
citizen of thefe States, which has 
been particularly ftated to this Board, 
he loaded him with irons, threw him 
into a dungeon, without bedding, 
without draw, without fitc 9 in the 
dead of winter and fevere climate of 
Detroit; that in that ftaee he harraf- 
fed and wafted hirn with inceffant ex- 
pectations of death ; that when the 
rigours of his fmratifcn had brought 
htm fo low, that death feemed likely 
to withdraw him firom their power, 
he was taken out and attended to till 
fomewhat mended, and then again, 
before he had recovered abilities to 
walk, was returned to his dungeon, 
in which a hole Was cut feven inches 
fquare only, for the admiffion of air, 
and the 1 fame load* of irons again put 
on him ; that appearing again to be 
in imminent danger of being loft to 
rhem, he was a iecond time taken 
from his dungeon, in which he had 
lain from January to June, with the 
intermHBon before-mentioned of a 
tew weeks only ; that Governor Ha- 
milton gave Handing rewards for 
fcalps, bnt offered none forprifoners, 
which induced the Indians, after 
making their captives carry their bag- 
gage into the neighbourhood of the 
fort, there to pot them to death, and 
carry in their Icalps to the Governor, 
who welcomed their return and fuc- 
cefles by a.diicharge of cannon ; that 
when a prifoner, brought alive, and 
deftined to death by the Indians, the 
lire already kindled, and himfelf 
bound to the ibke, was dextroufly 
withdrawn, and fecrettd from them 



tqr>the humanity of a filft^j^mltr, 
a large reward was Offered for Hfe-Ulf- 
covery of the viAm, wHidi having 
tempted a fervanttodHcdWr nis con- 
cealment, the prefent prifonerDejaln, 
being ftntwith a 'party Of foldiers, 
furrounded the home, took arid threw 
into gaol the unhappy vi&im and his 
deliverer, where the former Toon ex- 
pired under the perpetual alturattces 
ofDejain, that he was to-be again 
raftered into the hand*c^€he4aVa£es, 
and the latter when enlarged <#$s 
bitterly and illiberally reprlfcintfed 
and threatened by Go*rt*or Hamif- 
6m. 

It appears to them that flte prHbner 
Dejain, was "on all occaJwris the wil- 
ling and cordial innroment of Gov. 
Hamilton, a&mg both as jtfeVe a*d 
keeper of the goal, rfrid infagatfcrg 
and urging him by tnalictous mfinu- 
attous land untruths, to rocrtafe rather 
than relax his Severities, heightening 
the cruelty of his oMefcr by the man- 
ner of executing them ; offering at 
one time a reward to one prifoner to 
be die hangman of another, threaten- 
ing his life on ifcfuial, and taking 
from his prifoners the little property 
their Opportunities' enabled them to 
acquire. 

It appears that the prifoner La~ 
mothe was a Captain of the volunteer 
fearing parties of Indians aiid whites, 
who went out, from time to time, 
under general orders, tofpare neither 
man* woman, nor eniMren, 

From this detail of eircumftanccs 
which arofe in a few cafes only, eom- 
fng accidentally to the knowledge of 
the Board, they think themfelves au- 
thorised to prefume * by fair deduc- 
tion what would be theiiorrid hiftory 
' of the fufferings of- the many who 
have expired under their miferies, 
(which will therefore remain fbr ever 
untold) or who have efcapexl from 
them, aFe yet too remote and t&> 
moch difperfcd to bring together their 
well-grounded accufatfons agairfft 
thefe prrfonefs. 

They 
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jfShwlMWC>fee0thattiie ; coDidiij5kof we long, and vainly endeavoured to, 
"_ T,^/L^fl:^« «\*;i o«^ «ii;*«if. introduce an emulation in kindncfs ; 

happily poffeffed, by the fortune of 
war* of, feme of thofe very individuals,, 
who having diflinguifhed themfelvea 
perfonally in this line of oruel con- 
o>c\ aivefit fufejedb to begin on with 
the. work of retaliation, this Board* 
has refolved to advifethe Governor, 



the BntiihiQfioer^ ciyij and military,, 
has in its general tenor, through the 
whole cwirfc of this war, been la- 
vage and unprecedented among the 
cmliaed nations ;„ that our officers 
and foidieia t»ksn by them have been 
loaded with irons, confiencd to Joathr 
fam* andi crouded gaols, dpngeons 



and pufon-Aiptt fupplied often with that the faid Henry Hamilton, Philip 
na.fbod, generally with too little for . I?ejain, and Willkra Lamothe, pri- 



the fubfiitence of nature, and that 
little fonwime* unfound and «nr 
wholeforae, whereby fo many of then* 
hwe pcrt&ed,. tha* captivity and mi- 
ferable death have with them been 
al»pft fvnontooiisi tb# they have 
beffdtwmfportedbeypnd. feas, wtore 
their fate is out. of the reach of our 
enquiry, have. been compelled to tafce 
arjna againft their country, and by a 
n$w, refinement in cruelty to become 
the murderers of their own brethren. 
T?h£if prifoners with us have, on 
the other hand, been treated, with 
moderation and' humanity ; they have 
be*n fed qi* all occafiuns with whole- 
feme and plentiful food, lodged 
comfortably, fuffered to go- at large 
within cxtenfive trafts of country, 
tteated with liberal hofpitality, per- 
mitted to live in the families of our 
citizens, to labour for themfelves, ta 
acquire andenjoy property, and finally 
to. participate of the principal, benefits. 
of fociety, while privileged from all 
its burthen*. 

. Reviewing thiacontraft, which can- 
not be denied by our enemies thenar 
feiv.es in a* fingle point, which has 
npw been kept up during four years 
of unremitted war, a term long enough 



foners of war, be put- in irons, con* 
fined in the. dungeon of the public 
gaol, debarred the ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper, and excluded all converfe,' 
except with their keeper. And the 
G overnor orders accordingly. 

(At true copy) 
jftteft* Archibald Blair, C. C. 
tyafl>ington % Junt 4, 1770. 
" Si a, 
. "Since my laft, which I had the 
honour to addre(s to your Excellency, 
feme of the Chiefs of the peaceable 
towns of the Cherokee nations of In- 
dians came into Fort P. Henry, where 
they delivered fome talks, ' which I 
herewith fend you. Some ihort time 
fince I received a letter from the 
Chiefs of Chickamogga, accompanied 
with one other from Qcconaftora, the 
Great Warrior of Chota, with order* 
to difpatch them to your. Excellency, 
which, 1 alfo fend you by cxprefs. it 
gives me real fatisfa&ion ta find by 
the contents of thofe letters, and other 
circumstances, that thofe people are> 
reduced to a fenfe of their duty and 
a willingness to treat for peace with 
the>. United States, whUh I flatter 
myfelf wiU eafe us, in fome mcafure, 
from the calamities incident, to am 



to produce well-founded deipak that Indian. war, 

our moderation may ever lead them u 1 am informed that the Chiefs 

into the. practice of humanity, called 

on by', that juftice. which, we ovie to 

thofe who. are fighting the battles of 

their country, to deal oh t,. atlengtb,. 

miseries to their enemies, meafurefor 

meafure, and to diftrefs the feelings 

of mankind by exhibiting to them 

ipccltadeiof Icvere retaliation, where 



of the Chickamogga towns have fince 
\s^ departure from that place &£- 
charged all the. white people and 
traders from amongft them who came 
from Mobille, or had connexions 
with the Brjtifh party, and from che 
purport, of their letters it fcems* they 
depend folely on the State ot Virginia 
X x 2 for 
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for goods. I would therefore beg 
leave to offer it as my opinion, that 
if fome necefTary goods could be pro- 
cured for them* it mightanfwer a good 
cad. 

I am, &c. 

Evan Shelby. 
His Excellency the Governor of Fir- 
ginia." 
Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Baltimore t June 29. 
The. Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, by advice of his 
Council, hath ordered Henry Ha- 
milton, Efq. Lieutenant-governor 
of the fettlements at and about De- 
troit, and Commandant of the Britifh 
garrifon there, under Sir Guy Carle- 
ton ; Philip Dejain, Juflice of the 
peace for Detroit ; and William La- 
rpothe, Captain of Volunteers, pri- 
foners of war, lately taken in the 
Illinois country, to be put in irons, 
confined in the dungeon of the pub- 
lic ; gaol at Williamiburg, debarred 
the ufe of pen, ink, and paper, aqd 
excluded all converfe, except with 
their keeper, being confidered as fit 
fubjecls to begin on with the work of 
RETALIATION. 



In Congrefs, July 17, 1779. 

c « A letter of the 17 th from 
Mrs. Anne Conyngham, and a pe- 
tition from a number of the inha- 
bitants from Philadelphia were read ? 
reprefentingi that Captain Guftavus 
Conyngham, now a prifoner with the 
enemy, is clofely confined, and order- 
ed, to be fent to England ; and pray- 
ing that m^afures may be tafeen for 
the fecurity of his perfon." 

'« Ordered, 

*' That the fame be referred to a 
Committee of three. The members 
chofen were Mr. Morris, Mr. Dick- 
inson, and Mr- Whipple." 

The Committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition and letter, refpec~t T 



ing Captain Guftaras Conyngham 
brought in a report, whereon • 

Refolved, 

*t That the following letter from * 
the Secretary of Congrats, be written "' 
to the*Admiral or other commanding 
officer of the fleet, or (hips of his 
Britannick Majefty, lying in the har- 
bour of New* York; and that if a 
fatisfa&ory and proper anfwer there- • 
to, be not forthwith given, the pro- 
per officers be directed to confine to 
clofe imprifonment, as many of the 
Britim Marine Officers (now on pa- 
role in thefe States) as our Committee 
may think fit/* 

Copy °f * letter from Mr. Charlhs 
Thomson, Secretary for the Cox- • 
grefs, to Commodore Sir George 
Collier, Commander in Chief tf 
bis Majtfy's fleets in North America t ■ 
together 'with the anfwer that <was 
returned upon that occafion* 

Philadelphia, July 17. 
Sib, 
I am directed by the Congrefs of 
the United States of America to in- 
form you, that they have received 
evidence, thatGuftavus Copyngham, > 
a citizen of America, late comman- 
der of an armed veflel in the fervicc 
of the faid States, and' taken on board 
a private armed cutter, had been 
treated in a manner contrary to the ; 
dictates of humanity, and the- prac- 
tice of Chriftian civilized nations* 
I am ordered in the name of Con ? 
grefs to demand that good and fuffi- 
cient reafons be given for this con- 
duct, or that the' faid Guftavus Co? 
nyngham be immediately releafed from 
his prefent rigorous and ignominious 
confinement. With all Uue refpeft 
1 have the honour to be. Sir, yout 
inoft obedient humble fervant. 

CHARLES THOMSON, 

Sec. of Congrefs* 

To the Admiral, or other Commanding 

Officer of the Fleet, or Ships of his 

Britannic Majefty t in the harbour of 

New-York, ' ' 

&ferTtff 
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Refolved, 

«• Unlefs a fatisfactory anfwer be 
received to the foregoing letter, on 
or before the firft day of Auguft next, 
the Marine Committee doimmediately 
caufe to be confined, in clofe and fafe 
cuAody, fuch and fo many perfons as 
they may think proper, in order to 
abide the fate of the faid Guftavus 
Conyngham," 

Raifonable, ofNewfork, July 24. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to inform ^you, 
by direction of Sir George Collier, 
Commodore, and Commander in 
CJjief of hi* Majefty's fhips in 
America, that he has received the 
letter you wrote him, by order of 
the Congrefs, refpecting Guftavus 
Conyngham; and I have it in com- 
mand from the Commodore to fay, 
that not holding himfelf accountable 
for his conduct to any of his Majefty's 
fubjects in thisxountry, he is fHll lefs 
inclined to anfwer demands when 
they are made in the uncivil way they 
appear to him in your letter of the 
17th inftant. He, however, is pleaf- 
ed to bid me inform you, that no 
prifoners are ever treated (to his 
knowledge) by the King's officers 
contrary to the dictates of humanity ; 
and as it is the practice of civilized 
nations to punifh criminals in the 
ufual courie of juftice, Guftavus 
Conyngham, whom you enquire 
after,: Sands in this predicament, and 
is therefore fent to England to receive 
that puniihment from his injured 
Country which his crimes fhall be 
found to deferve. I am, Sir, your 
humble fervant, 

John Marr. 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief, 

Charles Thompfon, Efq* 

The Committee of Congrefs hav- 
ing reported and read the answer 
from Sir George Collier, the Con- 
grefs gave orders to the fuperintend- 
jftnt of prifoners, to caufe three Britifh 
marine officers, the non parole in Phi- 
r*^f ty 3 ! *9 t>$ c ^^4 U* a clofe 
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room of the common gaol, denied 

all converfe but with the gaoler, and 
the ufe of pen, ink, and paper. 

Thefe refolves and proceed ingt 
were tranfmitted from Philadelphia to 
Sir George Collier at New- York, and 
the names of Britifh officers confined 
in confequence thereof fpecified. 

N. B. Captain Conyngham *wat 
brought from New York to Falmouth \ 
on board the Sandwich Packet* was 
kept in irons the whole voyage and 
fent ironed to Pendennis Cajfle, from 
which he was in a few weeks re* 
moved to Mill Pr if on, Plymouth, on 
petition to the Board of Sick and Hart 9 
and is now rated as an exchangeable 
prifoner, together with near 190 ef y 
his countrymen, for whom there is a 
cartel fettled, and now faffing to and 
from France, 

In Congrefs, July, 29. 

As Congrefs are bound by every 
motive of policy and of public and 
private juftice, to maintain the credit 
of the paper money emitted by their 
authority on the faith of the United 
States, fo it is their intention, not 
only to avoid further emiffions but 
diminish the quantity in circulation, 
provided that the refpective States, 
by correfpondent and vigorous exer- 
tions, fhall put it in their power to 
raife the neceflary fupplies* 

Refolved therefore, That twenty 
millions of dollars, or fuch a part 
thereof as fhall be brought into the 
Continental Loan Offices, on or be- 
fore the firft day of October next, be 
borrowed on the faith of the United 
States, at an intereft of fix par cent, 
per annum. 

For facilitating the faid loan. 

Refolved, 1. That the Loan Offi- 
ces in every State, do immediately 
open fubferiptions for the faid loan. 

2. That the executive authorities 
of the feveral States be requefted 
immediately to appoint perfons of 
character and influence in every 
county, town or diftrict, to receive 

fub- 
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fqbfoigtfoni* anA t^uMmit *bc fi*n<Ko 
tHc Loa* Officer or Oficea io the 

States refpe#iveJy, 

3* Tha* no iubfcripttoQi b* re- 
ceived; for left than five hundred 

dpliars* 

^4, That, all fubferiptknt: und*r 
ten thousand dollars,, fhall. bc.pajd. 
iitfp, the Loan Office where thetfame 
fyajl be fubfcrihed, or into the 
hands pf the perfon obtaining the 
fniftriptipn,. within* fourteen, days 
a£er the fubfeription fhall. be. made* 

5,. That any perfon, fub&ribing 
tm thoui8*44ollax3ompward«, fbail 
b* allowed t**pay this faja*:. at two 
psriodH to, wit* One hajf within 
fourteen d>?i *ft«* the fttWtription : 
refiduc* on pr before ^thefirftday of 
Qftober nejet ; the whole to beat in- 
tereft from the time of the, firtfpfty^ 
ment, provided the oilier payment 
lhall be punctually made. 

6 f Th3t<each lender fhallhavshis 
ekftipn eithor, tp receive the princi- 
pnai at the. expiration of throe year?, 
fam the date, of the kwv or to cqpr 
tipue. i; in the fundson intereft* un- 
til the whole amaunt: 0/ Continental 
bills in circulation* fhall not exceed 
the fum in circulation; at the time 
of, the. loan* 

7. That intereil on. all fums, 
which, fhall be Raid into the Lpan, 
Office before thefirft-day o/ f Qclpber, 
or which (hall be.fubfpribedand paid 
agreeable tp the terms of the cth, 
resolution aiore&id, matt be payable 
annually at, the Continental Loan 
-Office of the State- in wJtoch , the: 
money was originally- fubfcxibeA 
. 8,, Tha* wiiea the i»wre(l: on. 
monies, which have been*, or may 
be, placed, in the feverjet JLoan Ofh- 
cc9^ on. qt before, the* fir& day of 
Match, 1778,^ fhall become. due and; 
be, paid* tk» feme, until fome more 
ai&urat^ftandard of value can be.de- 
yifcd* iball-. be increafed in propor- 
tion to the increaie' of the, funy o£ 
Continental paper money, which) 



m$j be in circulation, after the iaie 
o{ fuch loan* refjte&ivdy* 
Extwftrrorjfc tee* Minutes, 
Charles Thousox, Sec 

*^^^^^' u ^^» 

ShiU&tyhda* July. 13* 
E*tra8of a letter from am Officer $f> 

rant,. i» tb$ arm) of the United 

States. 

" A few days ago the ©fleers of 
the army on ttur. fide- of the Hud- 
fon's River, undertook to regulate the 
price t>f ail nqcrflartes ; & copy of 
their proceedings I inclofe your : we, • 
art; determined to livteon oar rations- 
rather than exceed tbofo flipulationsy 
and: we hope the combined virtue of 
the army and the numerous Com- 
mittees throughout America, will 
give an effe&ual check to the depre- 
ciating of our money. In tke pre- . 
fern regulations, we- held in- view the 
current prices in Philadelphia, but - 
we Chall ibontiy, meet again to reduce 
feveraj of -the prcfent rate« k and in^ 
elude many things, omitted* prewoo*: 
to which. I think we fhall form a cor- 
refpondence with die Philadelphia 
Committee, and, 1 make no doebt^ 
a, Board will bej appointed for that 
purpole." 

General Orders* 
Btajt ^manure* Smith' x+Cb*** 
Jkljr.i* 1779* ■ . t 
The tfoard, appointed in the order 
of the, 29te of June of Iaft, tprneet 
fpr the pwrpofe of fixing- tee prices^ 
make the following report : 

June 30. Agreeable to xgqnefal 
Order of the right-wing, dated Jaae, 
zg, 1779* t^e field oftcera, com- 
manding officers' of <pgiments» and. 
principal ofi departments, and other 
ge,nt]£jnen of tW army> hein^. a/^. 
iembled to regular the prices, of 
freih proyifions, vegetables, . fpirks, 
fugar, &c* &c, hereafter to be given ^ 
to formats and others, felling tOiti^e. 
army, have formed themfelves intso/a, 
Committee, and appointed. C^olonct. 
Morgan, Prefident. 'Flic Committee 

COO*- 
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iC&nfideririg the prefcnt appreciation 
•f the Continental currency, as well 
as the extravagant prices demanded 
-For^every neceflary and convenience of 
'life, and the proportionate price of 
every article of commerce, have 
agreed to jgive the * following prices 
for the articles hereafter -mentioned : 

And do recommend it to all the 
dfficers and other gentlemen of the 
a>my, to give no higher prices than 
hereby eftablifhed. 

[Ti$ lift of tu'ticles, with their 
frues r follow here.] 

In ail exchanges of ialt provisions 
for frefh meat, vegetables, ^&c. fait 
pork and beef fcali be rated at half 
a dollar per lb. 

Having agreed upon the rates, we 
report the fame to thecommanding 
officer of the right wiug, agreeable to 
"the aforefaid order, and agree onani- 
rnoufly, with the approbation and 
confent of the officers of the army, in 
general, to obferve the fame invio- 
lably until a further regulation of 
rates fhall take place. And we mail 
deem any officer or other gentleman 
of the army, trefpafling againft the 
regulations when eftablifhed, unwor- 
thy of confidence or refpecl, and mall 
report him accordingly. 

Subfcribed by nine Colonels, three 
Lieutenant - colonels Commandants, 
three Majors, and one Captain Com- 
mandant, the fenior Surgeon prefent 
of the Flying Hofpital, the Deputy 
Commiflary-general of Iffues> Com- 
iBiflary-general of Forage, tlie Su- 
perimendant of Arti£cers,-~The Ge- 
neral approves and confirms thefe re- 
gulations, and orders. them to take 
place immediately. 

It cannot be doubted thefe roea- 
fures, fo entirely calculated for the 
benefit of all ranks in the army, will 
be chearfully adopted by* all, though 
* they may be for a few'days fubjeded 
to fome inconveniences. But cannot 
be any ' obftru&ion to fo faiutary a 
naeafure. 



The General thinks it neceflkiy, 
that all non-commiffioned officers and 
foldiers who mall give higher prices 
than are eftablifhed by this reguk- 
tion r fhalibeui«d by aCourt-n»rtiai 
for their, mifcouduft. 

As. there can be no- doubt of the 
determination of officers to adhere 
ttricUy to an agreement, formed by 
fo fair and fuli u reprefencation of 
every^art of the army, he tWnk*<it 
entirely urmeceflary to obferve, that 
jcyery violation on their part will 
be held in the moft dishonourable 
light, and treated a* difobedience of 
orders. 

Worcefttn, July 8 # 

It is with pleasure we can inform 
our readers, that the fpirit of patri- 
otifm is how reviving in all the fea- 
port town,« we have latejy had intetti- 
geacefrom, and that many-articles of 
merchandize have fell . 50 per* cent, 
in their prices. Notning is now 
wanting to compleat the political 
Salvation of this country, but a gene- 
ral adoption of thofe meafures enter- 
ed into - ; by our brethren in the fea- 
ports, and the-fulhimenc of thofe 
inttreitiing and important matters 
lacely recommended by Congrels in 
their molt excellent addrefs to the 
inhabitants of thefe United States* 
{See page 132.] 

f blind eipbia* Jsnt *0> 
Extraft*of a letter from Albany^ daftJ 

June 1 6, 1 779* to a gentleman in 

this city, 

** We rejoice that fo noble a fpirit 
prevails among you, and t^at the 
Phiiaderphiana, who lately had the 
name of the greatelt extortioners on 
the comiaent* now freeiy itep forth 
to remedy the evil which threatened 
deitruction to the land 4 1 hope you 
will perfevete in it, until extortioners 
and monopolisers are known bo 
more among you. We in this little 
city have chearfuily foHowed your 
example- We have chosen a*Com- 

mittcc, 
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snittee, who have regulated the prices 
. of goods, and have wrote to the feve- 
*al diftri&s, to come into the fame 
meafure, which it is expected they 
will i earfully do. 

" Laft week two tranfgreflbrs, 
who fold rum for more than the re- 
gulated price, were publkly cried 
through the city by order of the ; 
Committee, as having incurred the 
juft indignation of the people. The 
inhabitants ordered them immediate- 
ly to appear before them, being met 
1 at the xnarket-houfe, where, by fal- 
ling on their knees on a fcaffold, they 
acknowledged thcmfelves guilty, and 
promifed to abide by and aifift the 
orders of the Committee, upon which 
they were difcharged. It is earneftly 
wiflied and hoped the town of Bofton 
- and its' State will come into the mea- 
fure, for if they do not, we mail cut 
off all trade and commerce with it, 
, and confine ourfelves to Philadelphia. 
Hard money is not to pafs here any 
. more ; wc have lately hung up and 
• turned in effigy adealer in hard money. 
«« P. S. All our diftri&s have cho- 
sen Committees, and are regulating 
the prices of xountry produce/' 

A gentleman from Albany tells us, 
that the American forces in that 
quarter had marched for Fort Schuy- ■. 
. Icr ; that ieveral Tories had been 
brought in prifoners for attempting 
to burn John flown ; and that the 
new Committee proceeded vigoroufly 
ilk fupporting the regulated prices ; 
two traders having been detected in 
offending, and brought to tljeir mar- 
rowbones for it* 

! Philadelphia July 10. 
By authentic accounts juft received 
, froni Colonel Broadhead, commander 
at Port Pitt, we find that the Wyan- 
dotts, Artawas, Chipawas, and feve- 
ral other nations, have made fuch 
overtures of peace, as denote an en- 
tire change among moft of the hoftile 
Indians to the weftward, Fourteen 
Cherokees, with the head warrior of 
QheUi called the Kaven, was at 



Cohocking, the town of the Deli- 
wares, who were lately on a vifitto 
Congrefs. They all difcoyered the 
moft friendly difpofition, : and propos- 
ed a vifit to Pittfburg. Capt. Bird, 
at Detroit, had fet out with a party 
to attack Fort Laurens, but finding 
the Indians utterly averfe to joining 
in the enterprize, he had returned. 

The Mingoes feem wavdring,' but 
the Senecas yet remain hoftile. In- 
telligence having been received about 
three weeks ago, that a party was on 
their way to attack our Settlements, 
Capt, Brady, of the Sth Pennsyl- 
vania regiment, with twenty white 
men, and a young Delaware Chief, 
all painted like Indians, fet out to 
meet them ; but the Indians had pair- 
ed them, and' in their progreft kill- 
ed a foldier between Fort Crawford 
and Fort-Hand, and proceeded to 
Sawickly Settlements, where they 
killed a woman and four Children, 
and took two children prifoners. 
Captain Brady purfued the party and 
fell in with feven of them, about 
fifteen miles above Kitanning, where 
the Indians had chofen an advantage- 
ous Situation. However, he immedU 
ately attacked them. Their Cap- 
tain, a confiderable warrior of the 
Munfey tribe, was killed, and feveral 
badly wounded, as appeared from 
their bloody tricks. Captain Brady 
retook fix horfes, the two children 
who were prifoners, the fcalps they 
had got, and all their plunder : he 
alfo took all their guns, tomahawks, 
and » watch-coats, which they had 
thrown ©ft" in their flight. Captain 
Brady diftinguifhed himfelf on the 
occalion, as well as the young Dela- 
ware. Lieutenant Harding, an Offi- 
cer of merit, and a -great partizan, 
had alfo gone out: with eleven men, 
to retaliate upon the Seneca towns, 
fome of the barbarities which they 
have been long exercifing upon our 
diftrefled frontiers. 

We alfo learn from Fort Pkt, that 
a Shawanefe town, called Chaifa- 
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t»thy, had 1>een lately attacked by 
the Americans, fuppofed to be fome 
of the gallant Colonel Clark'* troops. 
Three chiefs were killed in the at- 
tack be/ides many others of inferior 
cote. A- great deal of Indian plun- 
der and a number of horfe, were 
taken, and the town burnt. That 
theie troops making with the Indi- 
an* about Ho or 90, were a littje on 
this fide Sanduflcv, building a fort. 
Colonel CliiikV- fucceii teems to 
have given fuch tife and fpirit of en-* 
<erpriae to all the troops and inha- 
bitants of the back country, as ha* 
totally changed the face of affair*.— r 
All is defpondency and terror on <h* 
part of our enemies. Vigour and 
akarity on our part. So that the ret 
duttion of Detroit i* now talked of as 4 
flatter of certainty next campaign. 

Boften, July 10. 
At a Mating rf the whole of fkt im- 
habitant* if Mar hias being waxmd 
and legally ajfembled on Ttajdq) % tk$ 
2 zd of June, 1779, 
In order to confult and coniider 
what meafunes to take, on hearing 
that the enemy had arrived H Penjob- 
fcot— in order to fortify, &c. 

Firit. fcjade choice of Mr- Morris 
Obneo, Moderator. 

adiy. It is Refblvcd, by this meet- 
ing, th.it we will put ourfeives. in the 
beft pofture of defence in ow; power, 
and defend ourfclves and prppe*ty to 
the laft extremity. 

^dly. Kefolvcd. To build three 
block-houfes immediately ; one on 
each fide of the river at the weUcrn 
falls, and one on theeaitern rivt-j.— 
Alfo to picket in as many houses as 
may be thought oeceiTary. 

4&iy. Refolded. That the follow- 
ing gentlemen be a Committee to 
tranfad the fcufinefs for and in behalf 
gf the whole. 

Major GsotfCB Stillman, 
Capt. Jercmiah Obrisn, 
Stsfhrn JoNks, EfJj. 
Col. Benjamin Foster* 
Mr. Jambsin Shannon. 
Atteft, W M| Turn*. Clerk. 

.voi. vm, 



PROCLAMATTON. . .. 

By Jo hi* Allan, Efp Continental 
Agent, Colonel Cornmandtr in Chief 
of Indians, Eaftern Department^ and 
Commanding Officer at 1$acbias m 
in the State of Maffachufetts Bay, 
Whereas a number of troops, with 
feveral fhips of war, belonging tci 
the Britifli King, now in open war; 
wuh the United States of America; 
have invadtd the eaftern part of the 
State of MafTachafet s-Bay./ Taking 
the advantage. of the indigent flat* 
of this, country,! and encouraged by 
a number of venal wretches and fyco* 
phants, who have been perpetually 
lurking within the bowels of this pcrr 
(ecuted couatry, ufing that decep- 
tion and art with which they are fo 
confpicuous— thinking by this meaqs 
to overcome the quiet and peaceable 
inhabitants, by care Acs an4 proraifeq 
indulgence; in order to cut off and 
fubjugaTe.a great part of this country, 
and bring them under the arbitrary, 
government of Britain. And whereat 
hy repeated abufe of fiich promifes, 
which the inhabitants of this con ti^ 
nent have experienced during this war, 
fhould convince eve^y rational mind f 
what they tnuU^xpeft by, giving ub 
tamely their aJ! r into the hands of 
fuch beings, and that nothing t\{^ 
\% intended but to wrench frpm* this 
free country all that is dear, human 
and (acred. Still fome who are act 
tuated from principlcsof fear — attach* 
ment to Britain's felf, and other lu- 
crative view?, kem willing to comply 
themfelves, and endeavour to lea4 
pthers into the lame fnare. 

Therefore 10 prevent the bloody 
and horrid detigns of our enemy, 
whofe tendered mercies are cruelty, 
I do hereby promife all perfons what- 
ever, who will join t • troops in the 
fervice of the United otates for the 
defence of the eaftern country, every 
encouragement given to the troops 
in the Continental fervice, in pro- 
portion according to the time they 
enlift for, and tUat every help and 
aid ihall be given, that the fituatioh 
Y y the 
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the country will admit, and all ra- 
tions, pay, $ct. which may be defi- 
cient, fhall be fully and compleatty 
made good and delivered at the 
feveral perfons habitations, free from 
expences. 

ft is ftrotigly recommended to thofe 
inhabitants who feem to. be defirous 
of resigning themfelves in the hands 
of Britain without ufing their endea- 
vours to defend, to duly reflect upon 
the confequence and importance of 
fach extraordinary conduct, and whi- 
ther it is confident for fubjects of a 
ftate by whofe laws they have be^en 
protected and defended, to take up- 
on themfelves as an independent peo- 
ple, to turn again ft government when 
their own fancy leads them. Surely 
it cannot, be the terror of Britons 
that occafions this, they are not in- 
vincible, they are but men like our 
felves. Experience repeatedly has 
convinced the world, that the fons 
of America in their loweft eftate, 
were fcqual to Britons,' though fup- 
ported by every human aid. Even 
Should you fubmit, it is but for a 
ftort time you can enjoy their com- 
pany and favour, for without the 
Common courfe of things in provi- 
dence be reverted, it is impoflible for 
them to purfue their diabolical in- 
tentions much longer ; but mull foon 
withdraw from our fhores— then you 
cannot expect to be treated as other, 
fubjects of America— Let not the 
exaggerated threats of a ManifeAo or 
Proclamation, fo common and repeat- 
edly iffued by the fervants of the 
Britifh King, (mould you not com- 
ply) intimidate. Surely your own 
wifdom muft dictate how prepofteHut 
and vain they have been ft nee the 
conteft began, arid always 'difiblved 
and terminated in nothing. Thefe 
matters are cuftomary in time of war, 
and always praetifed by the military. 
Is it becauie the country is fo' reduced 
with poverty ? then look back and 
fee the declaration made at the he- 
jining of the conteft, that" before 



you would be deprived of liberty", 
and fubjugated to the power of Bri- 
tain, you would fuffer the gteatett 
calamities.'' — Is this noble fpirit in- 
tirely eradicated from your * breafts ? 
But the country cannot be fo re- 
duced — there is ftill a hope and a 
fufficiency for fubfiftence, tho'^gh it 
is acknowledged is very difficult. — 
But view the fituation of your ancef- : 
tors, who firft fettled in this wilder* 
nefs — fee their fuffering and perfe- 
verance — (hall ' their pofterity who 
have experienced, and many tother 
advantages more then they had, 
tarnifh thdr glory, and tamely fubi. 
mit to ^hdt power who" drove them 
from their native cbantry ? Heavea 
forbid, it cannot be fo. — —There 
appears but the far fmaller part in 
this country, who are fo imprudent ; 
and it is ftrongly recommended, that 
the inhabitants in general would be 
very cautious how tneyattend to the 
Advice of fuch defigriing and artful 
wretches, which are diftributed thro* 
the Eaftern country, and generally 
known by their conduct. 

The inhabitants may reft aflured, 
that upon exerting themfelves, every 
poflible meafure will be piirfued by 
the commanding officer for the pro- 
tecting and fecuring their families 
and property, and that the Indians 
(who are now collecting) will be em- 
bodied in conduction with the whites 
fqx the purpofe ; and it may be fur* 
ther depended upon, that they need 
not be tinder any apprehenfion of 
danger from the Eaftern Indians; and 
as to the Canada Indians, there is 
very few who will join Britain ; for 
it may be relied on, that the Chiefs 
and Sachemes of the St. Francis 
Knaugh'na'wa'gues — ^—Kau'na'faMu 
were the principal tribes in Canada 
have made a declaration againft taking 
up the hatchet in oppofition to France 
and America! though it is probable 
fome defperado Tone*, ftr more fa- 
vage than the natives of the wilder* 
ueft, may be employed for fuch 
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Writ) pufpofe ai at Sufquehannah : 
but there need be.no fear, if people 
would put themfelves in to fo re- 
fpe&able a fituation, as die country 
is capable of doing* 
. The commanding officer relies, 
that under Providence, by the ex- 
ertions of the whole, it being deter* 
mined to aft againll our common 
enemy, and purfuing fuch neceiTary 
meafures as is required for our de- 
4ence, with unity and harmony, 
tha$ we foall iliil fecure and pre- 
fer ve ail that we. eiteem fo valu- 
able. 

Given under my hand at Mac bias, 
June *3»,477Qr mnd in the ^d year 
cf America* Indtptndence. 

:. J. Allan. 

Extraft of an E}ifih from Philadeh 
* "'"■ phia, June 20, 1779. 

f* Colonel Proclor's continental 
regiment of artillery is gone from 
hence, to join the intrepid General 
Sullivan, who has marched againft 
the Indians, in tfie back parts of this 
State/' ; 

*' Three valuable prizes arrived 
here within a few days, one of them 
carries' 28 guns, one 16, and the 
other io:-T-our continental frigates 
have failed together with fourteen 
fail of privateers and letters of 
marque. Goods continue to fall 
: daily, and the loan for Congrefs goes 
oh grandly : we appreciate our cur- 
rency hourly, you may rely on it- 
great concord and harmony in Con* 
grefs now." 

A large fchobner, witK 90 pipes 
of old Madeira wine, feveral half 
pipes, Sec, &c. prize to the privateer 
Terrible, of Marblehead, arrived in a 
(afe port the week pail, 

. ,_ # Pofton, Jifly 15. , 

Civilized nations, fays a corres- 
pondent, have, to the honour of hu- 
qian nature, been gradually allaying. 
$he horrors of .war, and impofing 
Uws, by mutual confent, upon this 



unavoidable evil, to prevent, 35 At 
as may be, all unneceiTary feverity in 
the courfe of it, even towards thofe 
( in arms, but efpecially towards wo- 
men and children 1 ; and the truly 
brave are ever ambitious of diftin- 
guiming themfelvesby a niceobferv-. 
ance of thefe laws, and by every aft 
of humanity and generoiity in the 
field. Britain, who boafts of her 
bravery, her progrefs in the polite 
arts, and her generoiity of temper/ 
has, in her manner of conducting 
the war in America, molt infaraoufly 
outraged all thefe laws, and fet an 
example of favagenefs and brutality,' 
deteitable to every civilized people,' 
and to every friend of .human kind. 
In vain do the befl characters now 
left in that nation, juftly ftigmatize 
fuch a conduct in both Houfes of Par- 
liament, and exert themfelves to pre- 
vent it : the ruling part meanly deny, 
it, and at the fame time fecretly en- 
courage their officers to continue it. 
They have thrown away the brighteft 
jewel of their crown, the richeft' 
fource of their commerce, and now 
they are destroying the character of 
their nation in the eyes of all the 
world. Their prifon-ihips, their mur- 
ders in cold blood, their wanton burn- 
ings and devastations, their ravifli- 
ments, exhibit a picture of barbarity 
that Europe fhudders at, and^ can' 
fcarcely believe. What a fituation 
muft America be in, fhould ihe ever 
be reduced to an 'abfolute and un-' 
limited fubjeftion to fuch a nation ? 
who would not rather wifh to roam 
with the Indians of the Weft, or the * 
Tartars of the Eaflj\bm thanks to 
Heaven, there is rib danger of fuch* 
a fubjetlion : the cruelty of the Bri- 
tons leflen this danger* and difap- 
point themfelves : it excites not fear, 
(for we know, as well as they do, 
they cannot conquer *s) but only in- 
dignation and averfion*: it awakens 
every motive that can animate ft 
manly bofom, to defpife every diffi- 
Y y z culty 
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colty and every danger in repelling 
fuch favage invaders, and humbling 
Aich enemies to human kind : it raifes 
a'fpirjt in all orders, which, fooner 
than they imagine^ may put itoutcf 
their power ever to exhibit again upon 
thefe mores, fuch mocking inhu- 
manities. 

Three days ago, arrived in a fafe 
port three prizes, one taken by the 
Centipede privateer, laden with fifh 
and oil, from the coaftof Newfound- 
land ; another with the fame kind of 
cargo, and from the fame coaft, prize 
to the Roebuck; and a third laden 
with provisions of various forts. 

The Pilgrim has taken two veflels 
from New. York, laden with tobacco, 
bound to Europe, a (hip' and a (loop, 
both valuable prizes: the ihtp arrived 
very lately at a fafe harbour. The 
Pilgrim has captured three other vcf- 
fe^s iince (he left port. 

.It is computed that the wet provi- 
sions' and flour in this State, lately 
captured from the enemy, are fuflicient 
to fupply our' whole navigation for 
naore than a twelve-month; and that 
tfee prizes of a nejgbouring State of 
this kind, are fufheient to the fame 
pttrpotc- there, for mote than nine 
mouth. 3 . 

, Ho Iefs than ninety prizes, captured 
from the enemy, Have been brought 
into this State within taree months. 
I A prize (hip, bouiid from Liver- 
pool to New- York; arrived fafe at a 
.4outhern port on the 3d ihftant. 

I Friday morning arrived at Salem, 
A ftow and brig, prizes to a privateer 
out of that place, laden with irilh 
jjrovifions ofall lands. 

It is computed, that within theJaft 
fwc or feven weeks, upwards of 20,006 
barrels of proVinohs, wet and dry, de- 
ii^hedfOr theufeoF.the enemy' on 1 
this continent, Jiave fbuhd' their way' 
into our ports.**— This is no fmall fup* 1 
pTy toourfeTves, and no TnconfiderabJe 
lois to our cruel invaders, who may 
foon feef it, and be Checked in iomf 



of their barbirous plans, by the want 
of thefe (lores. 

Laft Thuriday arrived in fafe port, 
a (hip of 400 tons, prize to the pri- 
vateer (hip Harlequin, of Salem, 
having on board $400 barrels of pro- 
vffiorr, 13' o of which aie flour.— 
She earned 18 guns fixes und nines, 
and wr.s taken after a l'mart engage- 
ment. 

It is not doubted but Congrefs will 
properly relent the treatment given to* 
the brave Capt. Cunningham, who, 
it is fiid, is to be (eat from New- 
York to liri ain in irons, under pre- 
tence that he ha* acted without a com* 
iftiflton. If it be true, that the brave 
love the brave, what ihaJl we thiol.: 
of the liritoas, who through the 
ceurfe of the prefent war, have made^ 
fuch the particular objects of* theia 
cruelty and revenge! 
At a legal Meeting of Freebtldirs and 

ether Inhabitants of tbt Town */*' 

RoJlui t at Faneuil-Hall, $n Friday 

la]i. 
The Honourable Samuel Adams, Efcj. 
Moderator* 

The following gentlemen, Mr. 
Samuel Ruggies, Capt. Amafs Davis* 
Mr, Thomas VValley, Elias Gtay, 
Ef<j. Mr. Stephen tfigginfon, Samuel 
Barret, Eft}, and Captain John Bal- 
lard, were chofe by ballot, a com- 
mittee to meet in Convention tat 
Concord, on I4& of July current, 
with fuch Committees as may be ferit 
from the other towns for the ptirpofe 
of carrying into~eftfe& fuch meahires- 
as have been recommended by Con- 
grefs in their late addrefs, and the 
r.efpludons and proceedings of the' 
people of this town, in con(eqnencc< 
o'f the (aid addrefs, at their meeting 
on the 17th of Juris laft. 

. On a motion, voted, That every 
inhabitant of this town, be, and 
Hereby is earneftfy called nppon to* 
report to the CoAmhtee of* Corref^ 
pondence, fnfpe&icflf and Safety „ tfft* 
itantei of any perflates "whdfe chafa&er*- 
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are fufpiciouv that a matter of Co 
much confluence to the fofecy of this 
town, may be properly and effectually 
attended to. 

The following pe<(bns were chofea 
clerks of the market in the place of 
others who were chofen, but arc now 
out of town, viz. 

Me£rs* Bejamin Au/lin, jun. Wil- 
liam Dennifon, John Joy, William 
Da)l 9 jun. 

Then the meeting was adjourned 
to meet at Faneuil-Hall on Monday 
the 26th inft. io o'clock before noon,' 

(Atteft) William Cooper, 

Town Clerk. 



Juurn&l of Military Operations in 

South Carolina. 
Charles- town y {S+ Carolina.) May 29. 

On the 28th of April, a party of 
the Britifh army, fa id to be 300 of 
the 71ft regiment, under the com- 
mand of Major Frafer, landed Bx 
miles below Puriflwgh; and on the 
next morning Lieutenant coloner 
Maitland', with the light infantry of 
the line, and 2d battalion of the 71ft, 
hmded tour miles higher up Savannah' 
rjver. Colonel Mackintofh, who 
commanded at Purifburgh, having 1 
only 240 men, the major part of 
whom were militia, after calling in' 
hi* outpolt, was obliged to retire as 
the enemy advanced towards the 
town* of which they took pofleflion 
that afternoon. ■ ■ 

General Moultrie was at this time 
foiled at Black Swamp with about 
rfco men.- 1 he enemy's drawing 
more of their forces on this fide Che-* 
aver, and advancing higher op, evi- 
dently indicated an intention of at- 
tacking the Qeneral before he could 
be joined by Colonel -Mackintofti. 
General Lincoln with the main body 
of the army being then 80 miles fur- 
ther up the country, mould the enemy 
have fucceeded in the attempt, there 
would be no obftacle in their march 
to Charles- town-, and as theirfbree was 
treble-General Moultrie's,, the worft 



was to be apprehended. ' Thefectm* 
fiderationi induced the General to 
retire on the 30th, and that night h« 
met Colonel Mackintosh on his march 
to join him at Black-Swamp. The 
event proved the propriety df the 
movement, as next morning the Britito 
were in pofleflion of the ground onr 
troops had evacuated* 

The General halted at Coofa- 
whatchis that night, and having 
marched over the bridge, before day* 
light next morning proceeded to Tu- 
lifmny, and took pok there* A Field 
Officer's guard was left at the bridge. 

Early in the morning of the 2d- of 
May, advice was received that the 
enemy were in motion, and about 
two it* the afternoon an attack wa* 
commenced by their advanced party; 
of light infantry at the bridge, where* 
the guard had been reinforced by rea 
riflemen. Their fu^erior number* 
rendered it impoffible to (kbp thei* 
pro^refs. Little other lofs was fadatn* 
ed in this ikirmifh than Colonel jo hit 
Laurens being wounded in the tight 
arm, which has yet deprived the 
army of that gallant officer's fervicesv 

The General's army being chiefly 
eompofed of militia, whoie families 
and e/recls lay in the way of the 
enemy, was every moment dimJniftU 
»g, and laid him unde'r flie neceffity 
of retiring, which h$*d$d by Sals* 
ketch er road, having destroyed the 
bridges of Tuiifinity and Pocouliga 
in his way. The army halted for £ 
few hours at the Meeting-hottfe; 
and then maached oh to Amapooi 
They parted the bridge in the fore- 
noon of the ^thy took poft for the? 
reit of the day on the high grburios 
near Mr. Pinkitey?s bodies. Intel* 
ligence was this night received that 
the enemy's advanced party had 
reached Godfiry, 'Savtfnaan, and that 
their main bod/ had fotond means 7 td 
crofs S&ftkuchers river, ribtirith* 
ftfcnding our having takeW the pre-» 
cantion - to destroy *the bridge;- tits' 
joined to the inferior numbers of our 

army* 
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army, which. 'wis eonfiderably Iefs 
than when it left Black-Swamp, and 
to the nature of the country which 
rendered it impoffible to make a 
fland without being expofed to be 
furreunded, obliged the General to 
quit Afhapoo between three and 
four in the morning of the $th. 
At night the army halted at Mr. 
ferguion's plantation, called Spring- 
Grove, having deHroyed Jackfon- 
borough-Bridge in their way, and 
reached . Eecon-bridge next nighr, 
where General Moukrre left the ar- 
my, and proceeded to town. 

Major Butler, who joined the army 
at Jackfonbprough,, with a party of 
horfe, on the 6th, fell in with a forag- 
ing party of ihe enemy, fix teen miles 
to the fouthward of Parker's Ferry. 
Three of them belonging to the 
71ft light infantry , were taken pri- 
soners, and a few horfe killed and 
wounded. 

. Part of Count PuUfci's legion 
arrived on the 8th. 

On the^m, Cel. Mackintofh with 
the troops left at Becon- bridge, and 
a detachment from Orangeburgh, 
a/rived in town. And next day 
Colonel H arris ^ who had been de- 
tached by General Lincoln with jqa 
Continental troops to reinforce Gene- 
ral Moultrie, ancLCplonel Noel with 
300 men from Orangeburgh, alfo 
arrived. 

In the evening of the 10th, in- 
telligence was received of the royal 
army being encamped pn the (oath 
fide of AiUey Ferry, where , they 
Appeared fo fuddenly as to prevent 
the ferry-boats being deitroyed. 
The troops Rationed in town, re- 
gulars and militia, were under arms 
the whole night. 

The enemy began to crofs Afhley 
Ferry, at ten in the forenoon of the 
31'tfu Their, advanced party,, com* 
ppfed of light infantry, cavalry and 
lavages* took poft half a mile from 
the terry, General Pulaiki. afer re 2 



connoitring them, left a detachment 
to watch their motions; and repaired 
to town, in order to confer with the 
Council. During this interval, the 
enemy had compeared their paflawe 
of the river, and were advancing in 
three columns towards the townj 
their advanced guard confuted of 200 
horfe, 400 Highlanders, arid Indians; 
their rear guard of c.avairy. 

At the diltance of 'five miles from 
town, fomeof the Count's party were 
ordered to fire, • principally .with a 
view of, announcing the enemy's ap- 
proach. The enemy made frequent 
halts, in order to explore the ground 
over which they were to pais. 

. The Count who had ordered the 
i n fan try of his corps to form an am- 
bufcade, and directed a detachment 
of volunteer horfe which he fell in 
with tofecond his infantry, advanced 
and made his difpolition for induc- 
ing tlie enemy to detach their cavalry 
from the head of their column. A 
cJofe fire began, both our , cavalry 
and infantry charged ; but the latter 
were exceedingly embarrafled and, 
countered in their movements by the 
volunteer horfe, owing to a mifappre* 
hen lion of orders. Nocwithilanuing- 
t)iefe difficulties, and the' Superiority 
of the enemy's numbers, the ground 
was' obitinately difputed. But at 
length the order for retreat became 
neceflary, and the enemy, by their 
prudence in not advancing, efcaped 
the fire of the artillery from our 
works. The. enemy's lois was forty-* 
five foldiers and officers., and our$ 
thirty in all. * 

The Coun: two days after attacke4 
a detachment of the enemy, took 
federal prifohers, and obliged the 
remainder to fave themfelves by 
flight. : ; 

. About io at night, an alarm be*. 
ing given, by one of our centinels, 
occafioned a general fire of cannon; 
and muflcetryfrom the. lines, and the 
armed veifcls Rationed on the flanks* 

Major 
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JMajor Benjamin Hughes^ who had 

been fent out with a party to fill up 
a gap in the abbatis, and three pri- 
vates, were unfortunately killed. 
He was a gentleman whofe memory 
will be ever dear to all . thofe . whjo 
had thc.happinefs of knowing him ; 
and whether considered as a citizen, 
as a fold'er, as the father .of a family, 
or as* a friend, is univerfally regretted. 
1 he enemy had feveral men killed, 
they fay chiefly from the ihipping.. 

On the morning of the 12th, Ma- 
jor Gardner, of the 60th regiment, 
was met with at fome dillance from 
the iines, bearing a Hag from Gene- 
ral Prevoft Several others parted 
and repafled; but in the afternoon 
all funher intercourfe of that kind 
wa* difcontinued, and every prepa-, 
ration made for vigorously repelling 
a general a/fault expected at night, 
which, however, was never attempted. 

Early in the morning of the 13th, 
Count Pulaflti went out with a fmail 
parry of horfe to reconnoitre^ and 
the furprize can fcarcely be conceived, 
which was occafioned by his fending 
intelligence of the enemy having de> 
camped and recroifed-Aihley Ferry. 
Eleven deferters, and about, as many 
prifoners, were brought into town 
duririg the courfe of the day. 

The fudden departure of the enemy 
gave. rife to a variety of conjectures ; 
the moil probable appealed to be 
their bein£ mifinformed refpe&ing 
the garrifon and works, and their 
having fome intimation of General 
Lincoln's approach. They were for 
fome days after their retreat, en- 
camped in different places in the 
neighbourhood of Aihley Ferry y - and 
on James's Ifland. On General 
Lincoln's coming to Alhley Ferry, 
they drew in force towards Wappoo, 
find it was imagined meant to hazard 
an action ; but the night before Jail 
fuddenly decamped, and paiTed over 
to John's Ifland, where by the laft 
accounts they axe at prefent. Some 



are of opinion that they intend pro* 
ceeding through the ifland to Port 

Royal. 

A party of the John's Ifland and 
Port Royal militia ftationed at Stou- 
tenburgh's landing, were furprized 
on Friday morning the 21ft by a 1 
party of the Britifli light infantry, 
commanded by Major Graham of the 
16th regiment, and feveral wounded 
with bayonets. The 1 others that were 
there taken prifoners are $nce ex- 
changed. 

As fome movements of the enemy 
gave reafon to imagine they intended 
to attack Fort Johnfon, and the 
greater part of the forces then in this 
neighbourhood being required for the 
defence of the works in town, thu 
fortification was blown up on the 
12th. Great part of the ball, &c* 
have been fince brought off. Thirty 
of Capt. Matthews'* company of the 
Charles- town militia being fent dowa 
to cover a party employed in bring- 
ing off fome more of the iron work, 
were attacked on Saturday laft by 
M^jor Gardner with a fuperior num- 
ber of men, but were fortunate 
enough toefcapc with the lofs of fevea 
wounded and one taken prifoner. 

Of ("even fail of veJTels, laden witk 
military itores. and. proviiions for the 
Britiih army from Savannah, two 
have been taken and one deftroyed 
by our cutters, and it is ftill marts* 
of dou.pt whether any of, the remain- 
ing four have efcaped. 

j/me 4th, The accounts reced- 
ing Major-general Prevoit's armv> 
fince our iaft, are, that part of it U 
intrenched on the main at Stono 
Ferry; the remainder including the 
invalids, wjio are numerous and daily 
increafing, quartered in difterentparn 
of John's lihnd. It is faid that a 
detachment went on Wednefday to 
Simmon's Ifland. 

, The enemy when they retreated 
from Wappoo and James's ifland, 
left upwards of 400 horfes with a. 
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Matter of Cftttlefcebind them, and 
-fcinjt feveial waggons, quantities of 
furniture, &c. Their army was 
within thefe few days entirely defti- 
tute of rum, fait and flour; and fome 
accounts mention their being fcarce 
p/ ammunition. 

Philadelphia. July 28. 
txtraft of a Utter from Bath (in 
Nortb-C&rclina) July 5. 
" Laft night's mail brought a 
letter from the Poft-mafter, Mewbern, 
which informed me, that by letters 
from CharIes*town, we had taken 
two gallies from the Britifh army, 
^Kcfr Jay to guard their works at 
$toRO Injet, deftroyed all their flat* 
bottom boat*, bridges and other 
jworks — The prefcot iituation of our 
army— ^Lincoln 4000 men at Stono* 
-Two thou fan d militia commanded by 
Geneaal Moultrie, and Count Po* 
kiki, alfo between the enemies line* 
and their fhipping — Their gallies, 
^flat-bottom boats and bridges all de- 
stroyed ; and the above army, are 
got between the enemy and their 
Supping," 
Downing- town t Chefter aunty, July 

U, 1779- 
yff a meeting of the Committee of f aid 
i fuuty, at the time and place afore- 

Jaid y Samuel Cuningham,^. 
• Chairman* 

The Committee having taken in- 
tlo their confideration the Philadelphia 
fate* of prices, for the prefent month, 
^ave 

- Resolved, That in order to give 
.efficacy to the laudable endeavours 
cf the citizens of Philadelphia for 
their country's good, that the' prices 
jhe the fame as there regulated (pro- 
per allowance being made for carri- 
age) for the prefent month, and the 
grates which fhall be fet in Philadel- 
phia for next month, be adopted in 
JChefter county, until the next meet- 
ing of Committee of faid county, 
allowance for carriage being made as 
#bjove. 



Refolved, That' the commanding 
officer of each batalioa in our county 
be empowered tocaufe his battalion 
to chufe two or more perfons, to 
correfpond with the Committees of 
the other counties in this State, inr 
order to a uniformity of meafuret, 
with regard to prices. 

Refolved, That whereas we have 
good and wholefome laws in our go- 
vernment, but for want of virtue anxl 
refoiution in the people, are many 
of them not executed ; we do there- 
fore refohre. That we will, to the 
extent of our power, endeavour to 
bring to condign punifhraent all 
tranfgrcflbrs of our laws, in a legal 
method; and that the name of ao 
informer fhall not be odious, but 
highly reputable. 

The Committee adjourned until 
Monday, the 16th day of Auguft next, 
to meet at the fame place, at which 
time and place, it is requeued of 
thoie townihips, that have not fen* 
delegates, that fthey fend them. 

Extract from the Minutes. 

Samuel Cuninob-aM, 

Chaim*iw 



London Gazette Extraordinary t Sep- 
tember 24. 

This morning Captain - Dkfcfoti* 
of his Majefty's ihip the Greyhound 4 , 
arrived from North America with di£ 
patches from Commodore Sir George 
Collier to Mr Stephens, of which 
the following are copies : 

Ratfonahlc, in Penobfcat Bay, 
Sir, 4 u gvft *°* *779* 

In the letter I wrote you for their 
Lordflrips information the 2$th of 
laft month, by the Sandwich packet, 
I mentioned my having received cer- 
tain information that his Majefty's 
garrifon at Penobfcot was befieged 
by a confiderable rebel armament of 
troops and {hips from Bqfton, and. 
that I propefed immediately proceed* 
ing with the fquadron to their relief, 
flattering myself I ffcould be able to 
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give tSeir ioidftiips a good account from tke.woods.. She » a fme (hip, 
of the enemy's fleet, thofe hopes have mounting iff guns, and fuppofed the 
have taken, fwifteft foiler in America, ', . 

I directed Captain Collins, of i the 
Camilla, to proceed info the inlet,' 
and take or deftroy the Defence ; that 
meafure however wa$ not carried 
into effca, by hef flowing herfelf 
op at midnight. She was a hew brig, 
carrying 16 fix pounders: 

The King's (hips continued their 

purfuit of the rebel fleet up the river 

Penobfcot, and confiderable hazard 

attended'this part of the chace, from 

the extreme narrowriefc of did river, 

VM v »^ M . ,v Jv .uwu *»w .« m ivn from the meals, and from the flaming 

hours after I arrived off the Ifland flaps on each fide th£ Hampden, of 

Monhagen (the place of rendezvous) 20 gons, finding herfelf (o clofely 



riot proved illufive ; for we have 1 
tyown op, and deftroyed them all, 
not a Angle veflel of any kind having 
efcaped. 

I failed from Sandy* Hook on the 
3d inftant, with his Majefty's (hips 
Kaifonable, Greyhound, Blonde, Vir- 
ginia, Camilla, Galatea, and Otter 
iloop ; nothing very particular hap- 
pened in the paflage, except the tax- 
ing of two privateers by the Grey- 
hound and Galatea..— The conftant 
thick fogs feparated the fquadron, 
but they all rejoined me in a few 



except the Otter floop, which I have 
never heard of fince. We loft no 
time in immediately proceeding up 
Penobfcot Bay ; and the next morn- 
ing (14th Auguft) about eleven 
o'clock, the rebel fleet prefented 
themfelves to our view, drawn up in a 
crefcent acrofs the river, and feemed 
inclined to difpute the paflage ; their 
refolution, however, foon failed them, 
and an unexpected and ignominious 
flight took place. The Blonde, Vir- 
ginia, aud Galatea were at this time 
advanced about three miles ahead ; 
neverthelefs, without waiting to form 
the fquadron, I made the flgnals for 
battle, and- for general chace: the 
King's {hips followed them with all 
the eagernefs which a defire of de- 
ftroying their enemies could infpire. 
Two of the enemy's fleet (viz. the 
Hunter and Defence) made an un- 
fuccefsful attempt to get off by the 
Weft paflage of Long Ifland ; but 
failing in that, the Hunter run afhore 
with every fail ftanding, and the De- 
fence hid herfelf in a fmall inlet, 
where the anchored, both intending to 

Fufh oat to fea fo foon as it was dark, 
feat Lieutenant Mackey of the 
Raifonable and 50 men to board the 
Hunter, which he fucceeded in with- 
out lofs, though many popping (hots 
were fired at him by the rebel crew 
Vol, VIIL 



befet, as not to be able to run afhore, 
furrenderedj All the reft of the re- 
bel fleet (amongft wh|ch*a beautiful 
frigate called the Warren, of 3* 
guns, 18 and 12 pounders, "together 
with 24. fail of transports) were all 
blown up and deftroyed. 

His Majefty's floops the Nautilus, 
Albany, and North, Which had beeft 
left for the protection of thegarrifon, 
foon got themfelves in condition, and 
joined in the chace. 

General Lovel, who commanded 
the rebel army, and Commodore 
Saltoriftall, the fleet, had fixed on 
this day to have made a r general aflault 
on the fort and (hips, which our ap- 
pearance happily prevented; 

The remainder of their army and 
Tailors are now exploring their way 
through thick woods ahddeiert waftes> 
where probably many of them will 
perifh with hunger, t 

Since their defeat, they have quar- 
relled amongft themfelves, and fought, 
by which between 50 and 60 mea 
ire flain. 

We have taken a great many can- 
non, though I cannot afcertain the 
'number ; there are amongft them 
fome of 1 8 and 1 2 pounders, which 
will be very ufeful to the garrifon ; 
feveral of the {hips guns will alfobe 
recovered. 

2 x It 
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It is incumbent on me tp exprefs ; 
to their Lordflrips my particular ap- 
probation of the behaviour of the? 
Captains and officers of the fqua,- 
dron, who fhewed the mdft fpinted 
exertions in the attack and deftruc- 
tion of the enemy's fleet, 

I enclofe a return of ths killed and 
wounded on board the three {loops of 
war .daring, the fiege, as alfo a lift of 
the rebel fleet. 

I have the bonour of fending their 
Lordflrips thefe difpatches by^ Captain 
Dickfon, of the Greyhound, an 
Officer of merit, and who has had a ' 
principal part in contributing to our 
fucceffes. 

I propofe flaying but a few days 
here, to make fome necefTary ar- 
rangements, and then jeturn to New- 
York. I am, Sir 

Your raoft obedient, 
and humble fervant, 

GeoRCE Collie*. 

Pbilt/Sufbens, Efq. fcV. &e. 
*A rttnrn of the killed, wounded* and 



cruize, but captured by the Galateaf 
on our paflage to Penobfcot/ Toge- 
ther with 34 fail of fhips and veflels 
as tranfports, all burnt. Some pro- 
vifion vetfels taken. 

George Collier. 
State of Mc^fachufetts Bay. 
Council Chamber, * Bofon f July j t 

»779- 
Refolved. That the Committee 
appointed to enlift men for the man- 
ning the fhips and veflels deilined on 
the expedition to Penobfcot, be, and 
are hereby empowered and directed 
to publifh and proclaim to all perfons 
inclining to take a part in the Penob- 
fcot expedition, that the State will 
not, dire&ly or indire&ly, have any 
part of any armed veflel or ftiip?, 
Or tran'port, or other veflel; which 
may be captured by the fleet deftined 
to Penobicot, or by any veffel thereto 
belonging; and that the fbare that 
might accrue to this (rate, fhall enure 
to the* captors^ andbeihared among 
them. And it is further 
mi$ng\f Jbe crew* of hisMajeftfs Refolved, That the embargo laid 
- Joofs North, Albany, and Nautilus, by the General Court for forty days, 
" * ' " * fhall peremptorily be conflrued for 

that term, unlefs the faid expedition 
to Penobfcot fhall be finifhed: and if 
it mould fa happen that the faid expe- 
dition to Penobicot fhould hot then be 



during thtfiegeby tht rebels of hit 
Maj4jlyt garrijen of Penobfcot. 
Aioany, 1 killed, 4 wounded, 1 
jniflkig 5 North, 2 Jcillect, a wound- 
ed; Nautilus, 1 killed, 3 wounded, 
1 miftng. 

(A copy) George Collie*. 

A?lift oftbt rebtl fleet, under the com* 

mand of Commodore D. Salton- 

tT AL1,, defrayed at Penobfcot, 

' i Wanen, 32 guns (18 and' 12 

pounders) Monmouth'24, Vengeance 

24, Putnam 22, Sally 22, blown up; 

#arapden ao, taken ; He&or ao, 

blown up j Hunter li, taken; Black 

Prince 18; and Sky Rocket 16, 

blown up. 

t Brigs. — AcMive, 16 guns; De- 
fence 16, Hazard 16, Diligence 1^ 
Tyrannicide 14, Providence floop 14, 
blown up ; t araied fchoorier Spring 
JBird iz, burot ; Nancy 16, bound 
n a cruize, but xaptured by the 
Cro/ hound on our paflage to Penobf- 
cot; Rover xo, bound alfo oh a 



terminated, this Board will continue 
laid embargo as neceflrty wifl require 
it, till faid expedition (hall be ended, 
or the General Court meet ; and the 
faid -Committee are directed to publifh 
this Refolve, that no feaman or cthcx 
perfon may neglect to put hjrafdf into 
fuch advantageous bufinejs j as tlie 
Penobfcot expedition, under . the ;de- 
delufive idea, that as* foon as the Pe- 
nobfcot fleet fails, all fhips and veffela 
will be permitted to put to fea. 

(Truecopy,) Atteft, 

' Johk Avery, Uep. Sec. 

Captain Dickfon alfo brotgnt du- 
plicates of Sir George Collier's o^if- 
patches to Mr. Stephens, of the 27 th: 
and 28th of July lad, of which the 
following are extra&s ; the originA 
uot being yet received : 

ExtraM 
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jrjttraJl of a letter from Sir George firing from the windows and topi of 



Collier to Mr. Stephens, dated 
Rmifottable, off New-York, July Zjy 

'779- 

You will be pleafed to acquaint 
their Lord/hips, that the rebels on 
the fhoresof the province of Connec- 
ticut, having for a confiderable time 
pall, impeded, and almoft totally de- 
ftro'yed the trade of his M.»jefty*s 
faithful fubje&s pafling through the 
Sound, it was judged neceflary by Sir 
Henry Ciinton and myfelf that de- 
sultory invafions fhould be made along 
the Connecticut coaft, with an inten- 
tion of deftroying their whale-boats 
and other piratical craft, t6 prevent a 
continuance of their depredations. 
The land forces, confifting of 2600 
men, commanded by Major-general 
Tryon, I caufed to be embarked in 
tranfports, and fending the Renown, 
Thames, Qtter, and two armtd veff 
fels to block up New-London and the 
Ealt entrance of the Sound, I pro- 
ceeded on the 3d inftarit from New- 
York, by the way of Hell Gates, 
with his Majefty's flxips Camilla, 
Scorpion, Halifax brig, and Huflar 
galley, together with the 'trans- 
ports, and on the 5th landed the 
army in two divifion,s at the town of 
Newhaven, which, after an irregu- 
lar reliftance from the rebels, was 
taken pofleffion of by us, together 
with a fmall fort at the entrance of 
the harbour, which latter we de- 
stroyed, (after fpiking up the guns;) 
as alfo many warehoufes filled with 
ftoreV, Sec. together with fevera! 
veflels and whale boats : the num- 
ber of killed, wounded, arid miffing 
on- our fide amounted to fifty-fiv ; 
that of the rebels we are unacquainted 
With, but fuppofe the numbers con- 
siderable. We embarked the troops 
.without. lofc, and two days afterwards 
our flat boats, covered by the galley 
and gun boats, landed near Fairfteid, 
though oppofed by the militia and 
ipme continental troops, the rebels 



houfes becafioned the band6F4oyaI 
refugees to fet feveral of therri oit 
fire, which communicating to other*? 
burnt the whole town, and alfo 
feveral wha'e boats. The tro6psr 
embarked from thence without mo • 
leftation, and the third day follow- 
ing they were landed again \n thre£ 
divifions at the town of Norwalk, 
which, for the treacherous* condoei 
of the rebels, in murdering the troops 
from windows of houfes after fafe* 
guards were granted them, was de- 
stroyed; together with five large 
veflels, two privateer brigs on the 
rtocks, and twenty whale boats; as 
alfo two faw mills, a considerable* 
fait wbrk, feveral warehoufesof ftores, 
merchandize, Sec. The fmall town 
of Greenfield fufFered the fame chafr 
tifement ; rwo -row-boat privateers 
were deilroyed', and many whale boats* 
I returned afterwards with the fleet 
to New-York, and flatter my feJf that 
the navigation of the Sound will be 
more clear for fome" time from the 
numerous pirates thatinfefted it, and 
the pafTage to Rhode Ifland rendered 
inore fafe and fecure. 
Extra 3 of a letter from Sir Gkorgk 
V Collie* /a Mr. Stephen's, dated 
Raifonable, off Neva Tork t Jutj z* t 

}779- \ 

The rebel privateers are very nu* 
merous upon our coafts. I am forry 
to acquaint their Lordfhips, * that his 
Majefty*s armed (loops ^Diligent and 
Haerlem, commanded by the Lieu* 
tenants Walbeoff and Rogers, arc 
both taken by them ; the former, 
after an obftinate action, which has 
done him honour; the latter by a 
very«fnperior force of armed veflels, 
but he had the good fortune to make 
his efcape from them in an open boat 
from near the Delaware River ; but 
as the reft of the officers are prisoners 
with the rebels, I have as yet ordered 
no Court-martial te enquire their 
lofs. 

Zz2 The 
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• The rebels under the command of 
a General Wayne, Jur prized and 
ftormed the important poil of Stoney 
Point up the North Kiver, a few 
days ago ; I immediately moved up 
with the frigates and tranfports, on 
board the latter of which part, of the 
army was embarked ; the rebels, on 
the" appearance of the (hips, quitted 
the poft, burnt ihe works, and carried 
off part of the cannon, and all the 
mortars ; bnt a large galley they had 
brought down the river to carry 
away the artillery, was funk by fome 
fortunate (hots from our battery at 
Verplanks Point. We are now again 
in poiTeiTton of this pafs, and the 
General is throwing up ftrong works 
to prevent the rebels from regaining 
this important pod. 

The Greyhound* with- General 
Lord Cornwallis; arrived here from 
England on the aiit inftant ; (he 
had met with bad weather* and came 
in with her mails and bowfprit 
fprung ; but (he is now put in pro- 
per condition for fervice. 

I received this morning certain in- 
telligence, that an armament failed 
from Bofton on the 21ft inftant to 
Attack his Majefty*s new fettlement 
in Penobfcot £iver ; their armed 
force I can't exaclly learn, but it 
confifb of the* Warren and feveral 
other frigates, which, together with 
tranfports, amount, as I am informed, 
to 47 fail- I intend putting to fea 
at day light to-morrow with the Rai- 
fonable, Galatea, Camilla, Blonde, 
Virginia, Greyhound and Otter 
jQcop ; and flatter jnyfelf 1 (hall be 
fo fortunate as to give their Lord- 
(hips a very good account of this 
rebel fleet in my next letter, 

Whitehall, September 23, 1779. 
Copy- of a letter from Colonel M'Lean 
* /o Lord George Germain, dated 

Camp at Majebigwaduce, on the 

riwr Penobfcpt % Auguft 26, 1779- 
Mv Lord, 

Commodore Sir George Collier 
Juving acquainted me with his in- 



tentions of fending a frigate to 
Europe, I mould think myfelf remifs 
in my duty, did I not take the op- 
portunity of informing your Lord- 
(hip of the events that have taken 
place here, as your Lordihip will 
thereby receive an earlier account 
than by the report which I have 
tranfmkted to his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief. 

Having received Sir Henry Clin- 
ton's directions to eflablim a poll on 
the river Penobfcot, and to detach 
for that purpofe fuch part of the 
troops in the province of* Nova 
Scotia as I (hould jutfge fufficient, 
and compatible with the fafety of 
Halifax, and his Excellency having 
at the fame time honoured me with 
a difcretionary nower to proceed on 
any other expedition myfelf, that I 
might judge practicable, to theeaft- 
wara of Caico Bay ; I thought I 
(hould anfwerhis Excellency's inten- 
tions bed by coming here myfelf, 
and be more at hand to judge of the 
practicability or utility of any further 
movement. I was encouraged to 
leave the 'province by the conn" der- 
ation, that while here the (hips and 
troops employed on this fervice were, 
tn fact, covering the coaft on the Bay 
of Fundy ; and I judged nothing 
could be carrying on in the New 
England provinces without my ob- 
taining fufficiently early intelligence 
of it ; and I am happy iince I came 
here in having received his Excellen- 
cy's approbation of my coming. 

On the 16th of June I landed here 
with a detachment of 456 rank and 
Ale of the 74th regiment, and 200 
of the 82d.— Your Lordfhip will no 
doubt, before this can reach yon, 
have received from Sir Henry 1 Clin- 
ton the report which I did myfelf the 
honour of fending him of our pro* 
ceedings. At our arrival, the dif- 
ficulties in clearing the wood, land* 
ing our provifions and (lores, and 
placing them in fafety, made it be 
the 2d of July before the intended 

fort 
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fort could be marked out ; and not- 
withstanding the diligence with which 
we worked on it, your Lordfhip 
will not be furprifed when I in- 
formed you, it was very far from' 
being in a ftate to afford us any 
fecurity from the vigorous attack 
with which we found ourfehres threat* 
ened. — On the lift of July, by the 
certain information I received of the 
failing of a considerable armament 
from Bolton for the purpofe of re- 
ducing us, two of the uaftions of 
the intended fort were then un- 
touched, and the remaining two, 
with the curtains, were in no part 
above four or five feet in height, 
and twelve in thicknefs; the ditcfc 
in mod parts not above three feet 
in depth, no platform laid, nor any 
artillery mounted ; however, relying 
on the real and ardour which ap- 
peared in all ranks, we laid afide 
all thoughts of finifhing it, and em- 
ployed ourfelves in putting our poft 
in the bed pofture of defence the 
fhortnefs of the time would admit of. 
His Majefty's (hips Albany, North, 
and Nautilus, were in the river, the 
commanders of which joined .their 
.efforts to ours for our mutual fafety ; 
and I beg leave to aiTurc'your Lord- 
fhip, if there has been any conteft 
between us during our difficulties, 
it has only been which mould be 
moil forward in giving the neceHary 
afliftance to the other. 

On the 25 th, the enemy's fleet, to 
the number of 37 fail, appeared in 
fight, and at two in , the afternoon 
their armed veflels began cannonad- 
ing bur mips of war and a battery of 
4 twelve pounders, which 1 had thrown 
up on the bank of the river for the 
protection of the (hipping ; the warmth 
-with which it was returned foon oblig- 
ed them to retire, and anchor off the 
weft end of the peninfula on which 
we were ported, and about the middle 
6f which our fort was intended to be 
made. On the 26th, they renewed 



their attack on the ihxps, but whfc 
the fame fuccefs. I had previously 
intrenched the ifthmus which conceits 
the peninfula with the main? and aa 
the fhipping guarded the entrance of 
the river, 1 was in no pain for their 
landing at anv other part but the weft 
end, where the natural Strength of the 
ground gave me room to hope I mould 
be abU to protract the time to fome 
length. On the night of the ajth, 
and during the 26th and 27th, they 
accordingly made Several attempts tot 
land, but were constantly repaired bye 
our piquet, confiftingof a Captain an4 
80 men ; another party of 70 men, 
pofted' in a fleche at hand to fupporf 
the piquet. However, on the morn- 
ing of the 28th, under cover of a 
very heavy cannonade, they, to my 
great furprize, effe&ed their purpofe, 
and obliged the piquet to retire to 
the fort, before I had any intelligence 
of their being landed, owing to the 
Serjeant who was fent by the Captain 
lofing his way in the wood. We were 
now obliged to withdraw all our out- 
pods, and confine our attention to 
(Lengthening our works. On the 
30th the enemy opened a battery at 
about 750 yards distance, and a few 
days after another $0 yards nearer; 
the firft of two eighteen pounders, 
one twelve pounder, and a hvc and 
half inch mortar ; the other of two 
eighteen pounders, from both which 
they cannonaded ns brifkly ; notwith- 
standing which our work went on with 
great fpirit, the gorge of one of the 
unfinished baftions was filled up with 
logs, and as our well was in the other, 
we carried a work of fafcines and 
earth, ten feet thick, round it plat* 
forms were laid and artillery mount- 
ed, by which we were enabled to re- 
turn their fire. A fort of chevaux de 
frize was carried round the fort, and. 
without that a tolerable abatis; fo 
that we daily encreafed in ftrength, 
and in a few days were out of all ap- 
prehensions of being farmed. 

• ' The 
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The enemy having -ereded a bat- 
tery on an ifltnd at the entrance of 
the harbour near our flapping, the 
Captains of the men of war, as well 
as Lieutenant-colonel Campbell and 
xnyfelf, thought it neceflary for them 
to remove higher up the river, which 
was accordingly done; and I rempvcd 
the four twelve-pounders (which had 
been placed for their protection) to 
the fort, ^putting there in their ftead 
three of nine-pounders, which Cap- 
tain Mowat had landed for our fer- 
vice. Their armed vefleb made fre-i 
quent attempts to anchor within the 
mouth of the harbour, but were coo- 
ftantly repulfcd by our fuperior force. 

From the 30th of July to the izth 
©f Auguft, the cannonading continued 
with great fpirit on both fides, with 
frequent itirmiihes without the fort, 
owing to'the necenity we were under 
of fupporting our battery, and pre- 
serving the Communication with the 
Shipping* which was never interrupt- 
ed. Cm the nth, a de/erter came in 
and informed us, that they intended 
attacking the mips and forming the 
fort, at the fame time, on the enfuing 
day. ^rom the former we were un- 
der no apprehensions ; but as we 
judged, nhat their great fuperiority in 
point of numbers might tempt them 
to hazard the latter, we threw up a 
fmall work, about 150 yards without 
the fort, for five fix-oounders, fup- 
ported by 100 men, for whom there 
was a good pontion under cover from 
their fire. With thefe, and from the 
experienced refolution of the com- 
manders and feamen of our little 
flet, we had no doubt of the fate of 
their attempt had they put it into ex- 
ecution, which we however waited for 
all day in vain. On the morning of 
the 1 *th, at four o'clock, being with- 
out the fort reconnoitring, and per- 
ceiving an unufual degree of quiet in 
fie enemy's camp, 1 fent a fmall par- 
ty to examine clofer, and found their 
woiks -abandoned. A party which 
}tad b«cn formed under Xieutcaant 



Carfrac, -of the Hd rrgwnent, to aft 
as light infantry, was immediately 
pufhed into the wood, and another 
lent acrofs the ifthmus, in hopes of 
cutting off their rear, but in vain, as 
they had embarked the whole, with 
all their artillery, duriog the night, 
except what was on the ifland at the 
entrance of the .harbour, viz. two 
eighteen and one twelve-pounder, 
which they fpiked, but which foon 
will be rendered ferviceable again. 

We were endeavouring to increafe 
the confufion mamfefl among their 
fhipping, by bringing down two 
twelve-pounders to the Point to play 
on them, when the appearance of a 
fleet of his Majefty's /hips, under the 
command of Commodore. Sir George 
Collier, of which we had as yet no 
intelligence, cleared op our doubt* 
with regard to the enemy's flight, 
and rendered our labour unnecef- 
fary. 

As Sir George Collier will fend 
the necefTary information of what 
enfued, I have only to add my con- 
gratulations to your Lordfhip on the 
entire deftru&ion of the rebel arma- 
ment, not one veflel efcaped being 
either taken or burnt ; and their army, 
which at firft, from the belt inform a-* 
tion I can procure, confided of from 
2,500 to 3,000 men, but which was 
considerably diminiihed, being. dif- 
perfed, and endeavouring to ' efcape 
through the woods to the weftwarcL 

Indofed your Lordfhip has a re- 
turn of the killed and wounded, and 
it only remains for me to endeavour 
to do jufticrto the chearfulnefs and 
fpirit with which all ranks of our 
little garrifon underwent the'exce£» 
five fatigue required to render our 
pofl tenable. The work was carried 
on under the enemy's £re t with a 
fpirit that would have done credit tp 
the oldeft foldiers; from the time 
the enemy opened their trenches, the 
mens fpirit increafed daily, fb that at 
lad our chief difficulty was in retrain-. 
ing them, 

To 
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' To L^eutenah -colonel Camp- 
bell I am indebted lor the moll un- 
Wearied diligence in every part ; and 
I mould not do juftice to the uaited 
voice of officers and men, if I he- 
glefted mentioning the particular 
fcrvices we received on every occaiion 
from the activity and conduct of 
Lieutenant Carfrac, of the 82d regi- 
ment, who commanded a fmall body 
of picked men, who afted as light in- 
fantry. 

• I have alfo. great pleafure in ac- 
knowledging the readinefs with which 
Captain Mowatt, and under him 
Captains Selby and Farnham, of the 
navy, aflifted us On every occafion. 

* I think myfelf obliged to acquaint 
your Lordfhip, that ©n the arrival 

yof the rebel, armament in thefe parts, 
many /of the inhabitants who had 
taken the oathr of allegiance and 
fidelity to his Majeftv's government 
joined them ; as, however, it was 
feprefented to me, that they liad 
been compelled to it by force, which 
feems to be confirmed by a Procla- 



) 

mer, r 5 private, wtwaded, t prU 

vates miffing* ' 
82d regiment. 1 Serjeant i, CorpQt 

ral, 5 private's, kitted. I Serjeant, 

1 Corporal, 10 privates, wounded, 

3 privates miffing. . 
Lieutenant M'NeiT, Lieut. Graham, 

of the Sad regiment, wounded. 

Francis M'LfeAH, 



London Gazette, O Sober 9. 

Whitehall, OBoher 5, 1 779. 

ExtraS of a Letter from General 

Sir Henry Clinton, u Lord 

Ghorgb Germain, dated Head 

Quarters* Dobb J s Ferry, Julj 25, 

• >779- 

In mydifpatch, No. 57, I had the 

honour to inform your Lordfhip of 

my having taken pofleffion of Vcr± 

planks and Stoney Point upon the 

North River. . 

On the ntght of the 1 cth* infant, 

the enemy fuddenly aflaultedan4 parr- 

ried the fine9 at Stoney Voint. The 

greater part of .the g?frrifon, cdnfiil- 

ing of the 17th regiment of foot,, the 

mation iffued by General Lovell, of grenadier Company of the 71ft regi- 

which I fend your Lordfhip a copy, ment, a company of the Loyal Ame.- 



r which I alfo inclofe 
copy. The time 



I, with the concurrence of Sir George 
Collier, and relying on his Majefty's 
merciful difpofition, iftued a fecond 
iVoc*amat'on, of 
your Lordfhip a 

granted in it not having yet expired, 
I cannot fay what will be the effeci 
of it on the people. 

I am, Sec. 

FrA, M'LEAN. 

Riturn of the killed, wounded, dead 
of jbeir nvoupde, and miffing , ifm 



ricans, and a fmall detachment 0/ the 
Royal Artillery, under the command 
of Lieutenant-colonel Johnfon, of the 
17th regiment, were either kilted or 
taken. I have not. ye; t^een able to 
'procure accounts fufficisntlyiausfacj- 
tory to form a dectfive judgment upon 
this accident. I have the honour to 
inclofe Lieutenant-colonel Johnjbn's 
account, as likewife that published by 
the rebels. 



The enemy immediately began a 
detachment of the j^th and izd heavy cannonade with our guns from 
regiments, under the Command 6f~ Stoney Point, uponLieutenant-colo- 



General F R a n c i * 

Majehig*waduce } 1 \Jt 



Brigadier 

M'L'eak, 

JUgufty 1779. 

Koyai Artillery. 
.74th regiment, 
/ vAtes, killed. 
*% Serjeants, 3 privates, dead of their 

wbundi. > 
3 Serjeants* 1 Corporal, r drum. 



i private wounded. 
3 Corporals, 8 pri- 



rrel Webfter, who commanded a£ 
Verplanks, with, the 3:3d regimenf, 
-Loyal Americans, ana detachments 
from the Royal Artijlery, and from 
the 7 ift regiment. At the fanie time 
'LleUtenant-colbnel Webfter was in- 
formed, that a considerable force was 
in hii rear, who, if they did not mean, 
to attack himTroA that quarter," at 

ieaft 
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lead would make his retreat, mould 
he be driven to that extremity, very 

difficult. 

Upon the firft intelligence I receiv- 
ed Of this matter, I orderedthe army 
to advance to Dobb's Ferry, pufliing 
forward the cavalry and fome light 
troops to the banks of the Croton 
river, to awe the enemy in any at- 
tempt by land againft Verplanks. 
Brigadier-general Stirling was in the 
meantime embarked with the 4 2d, 
63d, and 64th regiments, for the re- 
lief of Verplanks,' or the recovery of 
Stoney Point, The northerly winds, 
rather uncommon at this feafon, op- 
pofed Brigadier. general Stirling's 
progitfs till the 19th; when, upon 
lis arriving within fight of Stoney 
Point, the enemy abandoned it with 
precipitation, and fome circumftances 
ofdiigrace. 

Lieutenant-colonel Webfter, who 
had with great firmnefs fupported the 
heavy fire of the enemy, had not, 
during the whole time, deigned to 
return a fmgle (hot, being fenfible 
that it would have been of no mate* 
rial effeft- The enemy poffibly fup- 
pofing, from this circumftance, that 
he might have no heavy cannon, 
brought down a galley to carry off 
from Stoney Point part of the artil- 
lery, which would have found diffi- 
culty in retiring through the roads of 
that country. As foon as the cannon 
were aboard the galley, Lieutenant- 
colonel Webfter turned upon her an 
eighteen-pounder, the onlv piece of 
heavy ordnance he had, which raked 
her with fuch effect, that, to prevent 
her finking, the crew ran her afhore, 
and there fet fire to her; fuch,ofthe 
cannon as remained upon Stoney 
Point were buried, or thrown into 
the river by the enemy, who imme- 
diately made a moft precipitate re- 

Having been apprehenfiv* that the 
delay, occafioned by the contrary 
winds, might have given the enemy 



time to collect a force at the Points, 
too powerful for Brigadier-general 
Stirling; and being anxious that no 
ftep mould be omitted, forthefecu- 
rity of Verplanks and recovery of 
Stoney Point, I had embarked with 
the light infantry, and joined Gene- 
ral Stirling's in Haverftraw Bay* My 
whole army being within my reach, 
I had fome hopes of being able to 
betray Mr. Wafhington into an en- 
gagement for the pofleffion of Stoney 
Pome. Poflibly hefufpe&ed my view, 
and declined adventuring any mea- 
furc which might bring on an action 
in a country unfavourable to him. 

Brigadier-general Stirling is now 
at Stoney Point with live battalions, 
preparing the works, which are a 
good deal damaged . 
Copy of a tetter from Lieutenant- colonel 

Johnson, cf the ijtbfopt, to Sir 

Henry Clinton, dated Hardfs 

Town, July 2^ 1779- 

The bearer, Lieutenant Armilrong, 
of the 17th infantry, will give you a 
full and perfect account of the un- 
fortunate event of the morning of the 
16th inftant, whereon the poft of 
Stoney Point fell into the- hands of 
the enemy. I am inclined to think, 
that upon a juft reprefentatton yoa 
will be fully convinced, that it was 
not any neglect on my part, nor of 
the troops under my command, but 
the very fuperior force of the enemy 
that caufed the capture of the place, 
Jnclofed I fend a return of the killed, 
wounded, miffing, and prifoners, aa 
nearly as could be collected by the 
commanding officers of corps. 

The very diftreiTed fituatton of 
our people, for want of neceiTaries of 
every kind, occafioned my making 
application for a flag, in order to have 
them provided. General Waihing- 
ton's permiflion to fend a fubaltena 
officer of each corps, I received bat 
this inftant. The Commiflary of 
prifoners being under the neceffity odf 
returning immediately, obliges me tc* 

4r*W 
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draw ft omchtfiofi, referring your Ex- 
cellency to Lieutenant Armftrong for 
any farther particulars. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

(Signed) H. Johnsow. 

Lieutenant-colonel, 17th Foot. 

* Hit Excellency 
&ir Henry Clinton, ISc. &c. 

Return of the killed > wounded, miffing, 
and taken prifoners by the enemy, of 
bis Majtfly'j troops, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant -colonel Henry 
■ JOHNSON, at the engagement upon 
Stoney Point, July 16, 1779. 
Royal Reg. ofarullery. 4 rank and 
file, wounded ; 1 lieutenant miffing ; 
1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 conductor, 
1 drummer, 42 rank and Ale, pri- 
soners. 

Grenadiers of the 71ft regiment. — 
.1 ferjeant, 1 drummer, 5 rank and 
file, killed ; 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 
1 ferjeant, 20 rank and file, wound* 
ed; 1 captain, 1 ferjeant, 23 rank 
and file, miffing ; 5 lieutenants, 3 fer- 
jeant*, 1 drummer, 95 rank and file, 
prifoners. 

17th regiment of foot. 1 captain, 
% (eijeants, 10 rank and file, killed; 
I lieutenant,- 1 eniign, 43 rank ami 
file, wounded ; 1 drummer, 20 rank 
and file, miffing ; 1 colonel, 2 cap- 
tains, 6 lieutenant*, jenfigns, f ad- 
jutant, onefurgeon, 17 ferjeants, 12 
drummers, 222 ranft and file, pri- 
foners, 

Loyal American regiment. 1 en- 
fign wounded ; i 1 rank and file mif- 
fing; 1 captain, 2 enfigns, 2 fer- 
jeants, 2 drummers, 49 rank and 
file, prisoners. 

Volunteers of Ireland. 1 ferjeant, 
prifoner. 

Total, 1 captain, 3 ferjeants, 1 
drummer, 15 rank and file, killed; 
/ 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 2 enfigns, 
1 ferjeant, 67 rank/ and file, wound- 
ed ; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 fer- 
jeant, 1 drummer, 54 rank and file, 
mining; 1 colonel - 9 4 captains, 12 
lieutenants, c enfigns, 1 adjutant, 
Vol. VIII. 



i furgeon, 1 conductor, 33 ferjeants, 
16 drummers, 408 rank and file, 
pqfoners. 

Names of the officers, killed, wounded, 
miffing, and prifoners* 
Royal Reg. of Artillery. Lieu- 
tenant Roberts, miffing; Capt. Tif- 
fin, Lieutenant Harden, Conductor 
Enflow, prifoners. 

71ft Grenadiers. Captain Camp- 
bell, wounded and miffing; Lieu- 
tenants Rofs and Cumming, wound- 
ed; Lieutenants Dunkinfon, Nairn, 
Rofs, and Grant, prifoners. 

17th Reg. of Foot. Capt. Tew, 
killed ; Lieutenant Simpfon, and En- 
fign Sinclair, wounded ; Lieutenant- 
colonel Johnfon, Captains Darby, 
and Clayton, Lieutenants Armftrong, 
Carey, Williams, Simpfon, and Hay- 
man, Enfigns Hamilton, Sinclair, 
and Robinfon, Adjutant Hamilton, 
Surgeon Horn, prifoners. 

Loyal American Regiment. En- 
fign Hugeford, wounded; Captain 
'RobinfOn, Enfigns Hugeford and 
Swords, prifoners. 

Lieutenant Marfhal, prifoner. 

N. B. Surgeon Achmuty, prifoner, 
not included in the above. 
Signed H. Johnson, Lieut. Col. 
17th Infantry. 

Copy of a letter from General Sir 

Henry Clinton, to Lord Geo. 

Germain, dotted Head Quarters 

Dobb's Ferry, July 25, 1779. 

I have the honour to indole, for 

your Lord(hip*s information, a copy 

of my instructions to Major-general 

Tryon, (who was detached on a 

defultory expedition into the Eaft 

Sound, with a view to draw Mr. 

Wamington from the ftrong poll 

which he occupied in the mountains 

of Connecticut) together wictf a copy 

of his report, &c. to which I refer. 

I havealfo the honour to tranfmit the 

copy of a report made to me by 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton of the 

legion, whom I detached in hopes 

of furprifing a regiment of the ene* 

A a a my'i 
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my*s cavalry, at Pound Bridge, to 
which I beg leave to refer your Lord- 
fhip for the fuccefs of this little ex- 
curfion. 

ExtraQ of a Utter from Major-general 
Try on to General Sir Hknrv 
C L i k t o n , dated New-York^ July 

20, 1:79. 

Having on the 3d inftant joined 
the troops aflembled on board the 
tranfports at White Stone, Sir Geo. 
Collier got the fleet under way the 
fame evening; but the winds being 
light, we did not reach the harbour 
of Newhaven until the 5th in the 
morning. 

" The tirfl divifion, confifting of the 
flank companies of the Guards, the 
Fuzileers, 54th regiment, and a de- 
tachment of the Yagers, with four 
field-pieces, under Brigadier-general 
Garth, landed about Jive o'clock, 
(A.M.) a mile South of Wefthaven, 
and began their march, making a 
circuit of upwards of feven miles, to 
head a creek on the weftern fide of 
the town. 

The fecond divifion could not move 
till the return of the boats, but be- 
fore noon I difembarked with the 
23d, the Heffian, Landgrave, and 
"King's American regiments, and two 
pieces of cannon, on the eaftern fide 
of the harbour, .and inftantly- began 
the march of three miles, to the Ferry 
from Newhaven, Eaft, towards 
Brentford. 

We took a fielaVpiece, which an- 
noyed us at our landing, and poflef- 
fed ourfelves of the Rock battery of 
three guns, commanding the channel 
of the harbour, abandoned by the 
rebels on our approach. The armed 
teflcls then entered, and drew near 
the town. 

General Garth, got into the town, 
but notwithitanding oppofition, lofs, 
. and fatigue, and reported to me at 
half paft one, that he fhould begin 
the conflagration, which he thought 
it merited, as foon as he had fecured 
the bridge between us over Weck- 
* Creek, 



The collection of the enemy in 
force on advantageous ground, and 
with heavier cannon than his own, 
diverted the General from that paf- 
fage ; and the boats that were to take 
off the troops being net up, I wenc 
over to him, and the refult of our 
conference was a refolutiou, that with 
the firft divifion he fhould cover the 
North part of the town that night, 
while with the fecond I fhould keep 
the heights above the Rock Fort. la 
the morning the firft divifion em* 
barked at the South Bad part of the 
town, and croffing the Ferry, joined 
us on the Eafthaven fide, excepting 
the 54th, which were fent on board 
their tranfports. 

In their progrefs of the preceding 
day from Wefthaven, they were 
under a continual fire ; but by the 
judicious conduit of the General, and 
the alertnefs of the troops, the rebels 
were every where repulfed. The 
next morning, as there was not a fhot 
fired to moleft the retreat, General 
Garth changed his defign, and de- 
itroyed only the public ftores, fome 
veflels and ordnance, excepting fix 
field pieces, and an armed privateer, 
which were brought off. 

The troops re-embarked at Rock 
Fort in the afternoon, with little mo- 
leiWtion ; and the fleet leaving the 
harbour that evening, anchored the 
morning of the 8th off the village of 
Fairfield. 

The boats not being fufficient for 
the whole of the firft divifion, I land- 
ed only with the flank companies of 
the Guards, one company of the 
Landgrave's, and the King's Ameri-* 
can regiment, wit|i two field-pieces, 
eait of the village, and fouth-weft of 
the Black Rock Battery* which com- 
mands the harbour. 

,Wepurfued our march (under a 
cannonade without effeft) towards 
the village, but in our -approach re- 
ceived a fmart fire of mufquetry. 
The Rebels fled before the rapid ad- 
vance of the Guards, and left us in 
pofleflion of it, and pf ;he heights in 

the 
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the Weft, until General Garth, who 
- landed two miles in the South, join- 
ed us with the remainder of the troops 
in Ehe evening. 

Having laid under arms that night, 
and in the morning burnt the greateft 
part of the village, to refent the fire 
«f the rebels from their houfes, and 
to maflc our retreat ; we took boat 
where the fecond divifion had landed, 
the enemy throwing only a weak, 
fcattered fire on our flunks ; the regi- 
ment de Landgrave, by a very pro- 
per difpofition, having effectually co- 
vered our rear. 

, Wanting fome fupplies, we crofted 
the Sojnd to Huntingdon, and there 
continued till the eleventh, and re- 
patting that day, anchored five miles 
from the bay of Norwalk. 

The fun being nearly fet before 
the 54th, the Landgrave's regiment, 
.and the Yagers were in the boats, it 
Was near nine in the evening when I 
*landed with them at the Cow Pafture, 
a peninlula on the Eaft of the har- 
bour, within a mile and an half of 
the bridge, which formed the com- 
munication between the Eaft and 
Weft parts of the village, nearly 
equally divided by a fait creek. 

The King's American "regiment 

being unable to join us before three 

the next morning, we lay that night 

on our arms. In our march, at the 

firft dawn of the day, the 54th led 

' the column, and foon fell in with the 

reoels out-pofts, and driving the ene- 

. my with great alacrity and fpirit, 

difpofteffed them of Drummond-hill, 

and the heights at that end of the 

* village, Eaft from and commanding 

the bridge. 

It being now but four o'clock in 
the morning, and the rebels having 
taken poll within random cannon fhot 
upon the hills upon the North, I re- 
folved to halt until the fecond divi- 
rfion, landing at the Old Wells, on 
the Weft fide of the harbour, had ad- 
vanced and formed the junction. 
( .General Garth's divifion patted the 



bridge by nine; and, at my defire, 
proceeded to the North end of the 
village, from whence, and efpecially 
from the houfes, there had been a 
fire for five hours upon our advanced 
guards* 

The Fuzileers, fupported by the 
light infantry of the Guards, began 
the attack, and foon cleared the 
quarters, pufhing the main body 
and an hundred cavalry from the 
Northern Heights, and talcing one 
piece of their cannon. 

After many fait pans were deftroy- 
ed, whale boats carried on board the 
fleet, and the magazines, ftores, and 
veflels, fet in flames, with the greateft 
part of the dwelling-houfes, the ad- 
vanced corps were drawn back, the 
troops retired in two columns to the 
place of our firft debarkation and un- 
affaulted, took ftiip, and returned to 
Huntingdon-bay. 

We were waiting only for frefh 
fupplies of artillery and force adequate 
to the probable increafe of the rebels, 
by the decreafe of the objects of their 
care, and the alarm of the interior 
country, when I was honoured on the 
13th, with your command of the 
iath, for the return of the troops 
with the fleet to White-ftone. 

The rebels in arms at Newhaven, 
were coniiderable, more numerous at 
Fairfield, and ftill more fo at Nor- 
walk. 

Two hundred and fifty continental 
troops had now joined their militia, 
under General Parfons, an I together 
were faid to be upwards of 2000. 
The accounts of their lofs are vague, 
it could not be trifling. 

The general effect of the printed 
addrefs from Sir George Collier and 
myfelf, to the inhabitants recom- 
mended by your Excellency, cannot 
be discovered till there are fome 
further operations and dicenis upvti 
their coafts. Many copies of u were 
left behind at Newhaven and at 
Fairfield. I fent one by the Rev. 
Mr, i>ayre, their epifcopal miffionary, 

A a a x under 
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under flag to a party in arms, and 
received the anfver «f a defiance, 
already tranfmitted. I regret th* loft 
of two places of public worfhip at 
Fairfield, which took fire unintention- 
ally by the flakes from other build- 
ings 3 . and I gave ftri£t order* and 
fet guards for the preservation of that 
burnt at Norwalk; but it is very 
difficult, where the houfes are clofe, 
and of very combnflible materials of 
boards and (hingles, to prevent the 
fpreading of the flames, 

I lhould be yery forry, if the 
deftru&ion of thefe two villages would 
be thought lefs reconcileable with 
humanity than with the love of my 
country, my duty to the King, and 
the law of arms, to which America 
has been led to make the awful 
appeal. 

The ufurpers have profefledly 
plated their hopes of fevering the 
empire, in avoiding decifive actions, 
upon the wafte of the Britifh trea- 
sures, and efcape of their own pro- 
perty, during the protracting of the 
war. 

Their power is fupported by the 
general dread of their tyranny, and 
the arts praftifed to infpire a credu- 
lous multitude with a prefumptuous 
confidence in our forbearance, I wifh 
to detect this delufion, and, if pofli- 
ble, without injury to die Loyalifts. 

I would do injustice, if I cloied 
this report without giving every praife 
to the troops I had the honour to 
command. 

Sir George Collier co-operated 
with us in the direction of the armed 
veffels employed in the de (cents ; and 
J have the pleafure to add, that we 
had a perfect concert of opinion ia 
the main operations. 

The Royal refugees poflefs a aeal, 
which, with their intimate and mi- 
nute knowledge of the country, will 
always render them nfeful on fuch 
ferv ices, 

I mull not withhold my commenda* 
tions even from the mariners of the 
tranfpoxts who were generally em- 



ployed in manning the flat tattf aid , 
batteaux, and who were as alert aaif 
v they had been intitled to national re- 
wards, - 

I have the honour herewith to 

tranfmit your Excellency a general 

return of (he killed, wounded, and 

mining on this expedition. 

Return of the killed* wounded, and 

mtjjing* of the King's troops* under 

the command of bis Excellency Ma- 

jor 'General Tryon, on am expedition 

in the Sound* from the $d of July 

to the i^th of July* 1779. 

Jt Newhaven* July c . 
Guards. 1 O.Hcer, 1 rank and file, 
killed ; 1 Officer, 1 ferjeant, 9 rank 
and file, wounded; 14 rank and 
file, mffing, 

7th, or Royal Fuxileers. 1 for- 
jeant, 7 rank and file, wounded ; % 
rank and file, miffing. 

ajd, or Royal Welch Fazileers. x 
drummer, 1 rank and file, wounded* 
54th Reg. of Foot. 1 ferjeant, 5 
rank and file, killed ; % Officers, 1 
drummer, 5 rank and file, wounded 5 
j ferjeant, 7 rapk and file, miffing* 

Landgrave Reg. a rank and file, 
wounded- Detachment of Yagers, t 
rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and 
file, miffing. 

King's American Reg- 1 Officer 
killed ; I ferjeant, 9 rank and file, 
wounded. 

Royal Artillery. 1 Driver wounded. 
Names of the Officers ■ kiUed and 
wounded. 
Guards. Adjutant Campbell, killed ; 
C aptain Parker, wounded. 

54th reg. of Foot, Captain Back- 
op, Lieutenant Powel, wounded. 

King's American reg. Enfign and 
Adjutant Watkins; killed. 

At Fairfield, July 8. 
Guards. 4 rank and file killed; 
1 Serjeant, }o rank and file, wound- 
ed ; 2 rank and file, miffing. 

54th reg. of Foot. J Serjeant 
wounded ; 1 rank and file, miffing. 

Landgrave reg. 1 rank and file* kil- 
led; 1 Serjeant, 11 rank and file, 
wounded, 

Petachmenj 
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Detachment of Yagers. 2 rank and 
file, killed j % ditto wounded ; j ditto 
miffing, 

King's American reg. 2 rank and 
file, killed; 4 ditto wounded; 1 
ditto miffing: 

At Norwall, July, u. 

Guards. 1 rank and file, wounded. 

7th, or Royal Fuzileers. 1 rank and 
file, killed ; 2 Serjeants, 13 rank 
and file, wounded; (1 fince dead of 
his wounds). 1 rank and file miffing. 

23d or Royal Welch Fuzileers, % 
yank and file, wounded. 

54th reg. 1 rank and file, killed; 
I ditto wounded. 

Landgrave regiment. 3 rank and 
file, wounded; 1 ditto miffing,, 

Detachment of Yagers. 1 rank 
and file wounded. 

King's American reg. 2 rank and 
file wounded. 

Total. 20 killed; 96 bounded; 
32 miffing. 

W. Tryon, M. G. 

Rttufn ef ordnance and ftores taken 
and deftroyed at and near New-ba- 
*venj&c. en the 6th of July^ 1 779> 
by a detachment of the army, »»- 
der the command of his Excellency 
Major-general Tryon. 
Iron ordnance. 
Mounted on garrifon carriages. 2 

twelve pounders ; 2 nine ditto. 

On travelling carriages, with am- 
munition boxes, fide arms, &c. &c. 

complete ; 2 nine pounders ; 4 ditto; 

a fix ditto. 

Given to the Royal Charlotte, a 

privateer, belonging to the refugees, 

4 nine pounders. 

Taken off by the navy, 2 fix 

pounders. 

Taken and deftroyed by the Royal 

Fuzileers, in the action ofNorwaik, 

I three pounder. 
Taken and deftroyed on the Rock 

Battery, and on the Kaft fide of the 

entrance of Newhaven harbour, 4 

three and fix pounders. 
Total ordnance deftroyed 23. 



Stores deftroyed* 
500 flannel cartridges, with ftot 
fixed to wood bottoms for the above 
ordnance. 

Seventeen barrels of powder. 
A laboratory, with a very confider- 
able quantity of mufeet cartridges and 
ordnance ftores. 

(Signed) Th 0. Henry Abott. 
Lieutenant^ commanding the Royal 
Artillery under Major-general 
Tryon* 

Qofy of Lieutenant -colonel Tari.*, 
ton's Refort to Sir Hen r y Cl i n- 
ton. Dated Camf on the Brunn, 
July 2, 1779. Eleven P. M. 

blR, 

I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency, that I moved with the 
detachment you were pleafed to in* 
truft me with, confifting of feventy 
of the 17th Light Dragoons, part of 
the Legion Infantry and Cavalry, 
Queen's Rangers, Huflars, and fome 
mounted Yagers, in all about two 
hundred, at half paft eleven o'clock 
laft night. The weather being re- 
markably bad, prevented my reach- 
ing North-caftle church before four 
o'clock next morning, where i re- 
ceived confirmation of my intelli- 
gence relative to the numbers and 
Situation of Sheldon's regiment and 
100 Continental foot, but no tid- 
ings of Moiland's regiment of dra- 
goons. » 

I purfued my route through Bed- 
ford to Pound-bridge, without any 
material occurrence. In the diftridt 
of the Ridge, and within 300 yard* 
of the enemy, who wejee not alarmed, 
my guide in front miftook the road ; 
another guide informed me of the 
error, and it was rectified as ioon as 
poftible. 

The enemy's vidette had noticed 
to them our paffing their front. The 
whole regiment was mounted and 
formed behind the tWeeting-houfe, 
An attack was inftantly maue by the 
advanced guard, conuitmg of thfe 
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17th Light- Dragoons, the ground 
not allowing more than feven or 
eight in front. The enemy did not 
fland the charge, a general rout im- 
mediately enfued. The difficulty of 
the country, and there being no 
poflibility of obtaini g their rear, 
enabled the greatcit part of the regi- 
ment to efc-pe. The purfuit con- 
tinued for four miles on the Stamford 
and Salem roads. 

The lofs of men in Sheldon's Dra- 
goons, uj-on enquiry and coinparifon 
of accounts, I eftimate at z(> or 27 
in killed, wounded, and prifoners ; 
but their difgrace in the lofs of the 
ftandard of the regiment, * and of 
helmets, arms, and accoutrements, 
jwas gteat. , Part of the officers and 
regimental baggage fell into our 
hands. 

I have hitherto omitted mentioning 
the militia to the amount of 120, 
who, together with the Continental 
foot, broke and difperfed at the ap- 
proach of the King's troops. 

The militia affembled again on 
eminences and in fwamps, and, be- 
fore we quitted the ground on which 
the firft charge was made, they fired 
at great diftances. We were fuccefs- 
ful in killing, wounding, and taking 
fifteen of them ; the reft hovered 
almoft out of fight. , 

The inveteracy of; the inhabitants 
Of Pound-bridge, and near Bedford, 
in firing from houfes and out-houfes, 
obliged me to burn fome of their 
meeting and fome of their dwelling- 
houfes with ftores. I propofed to the 
inilitia terms, that if they would not 
fire mots from buildings, I would 
not burn. They interpreted nly 
mild propofal wrong, imputing it to 
fear. They perfifted in firmg till the 
torch flopped their progrefs ; after 
which not a mot was fired. 

With pleafure I relate to your Ex- 
cellency that the lofs fuftained by his 
Majefty's troops is trifling, 1 huffar 
of the legion killed, 1 wounded, 
j horfc of 17 th dragoons killed $ 



the whole of the detachment, except 
the above, being returned to camp. 
The infantry of the legion, mounted 
on horfes, are extremely fatigued by 
a march of 6a. miles in 23 hours. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Banastre Tarleton. 
Lieutenant-colonel British Legion. 

Extras of a letter from General . Sir 

Henry Cunto, to Lord Geo. 

Germain, dated New -York, Au- 

guft> 21, 1779. 

On the 19th inftant, the garrifom 
of Paulus Hook being reinforced, 
Lieutenant-colonel Bufldrk was de- 
tached with part of the troops to cut 
off fome fmall parties, who inter- 
rupted the fupplies of provifion, a 
confiderable body of the rebels avail- 
ed themfelves of that opportunity to * 
attempt the poll. At three in the 
morning, they advanced to the gate 
of the works, and being miftaken 
by a negligent guard for Lieutenant- 
colonel Bufkirk's corps returning, 
entered without oppofition. I fear 
they found the garrifon fo fcandal- 
oufly abforbed in confidence of their 
fecurity, that they made themfelves 
mailers of a blockhoufe and two re- 
doubts, with fcarcely any difficulty. 
The alarm being now fpread, Major 
'Sutherland, the Commandant, threw 
himfelf, with forty Heffians, into a 
redoubt, by an inceflant fire from 
which he forced the enemy to quit 
the poll, without either damaging 
any of the cannon, or fetting fire to 
the barracks. In fhort, their retreat 
\yas as difgraceful as their attempt 
was well conducted. They carried 
off with them near forty invalids 
prifoners. A detachment being fent 
over from New-York, Major Suther- 
land purfued the enemy, and coming 
up with their rear, made a Captain 
and fome privates prifoners. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Buikirk, on his return, 
had a fmall fkirmifh with the rebels, 
and took four prifoners without any 
lofs en his part. 

Mr 
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By his Exctlltncy Sir Hknry Clin- 
ton, K* B. General and Commander 

, in Chief of all his Majefty's forces, 
within the colonies lying on the At- 
lantic Ocean, from Nova Scotia to 
Weft Florida, inclufive, He. He. 

< PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas the enemy have adopted 
a pra&ice of enrolling NEGROES 
among their troops ; I do hereby give 
notice, that all NEGROES taken in 
America, or upon any military duty, 
lhall be purchafed for a ftated price ; 
the money to be paid to the captors. 

But I do moft ftriclly forbid any 
perfon to fell or claim right over any 
NEGROE, the property of a Rebel, 
who may take refuge with any part 
of his army : and I do promife to 
" every NEGROE who mail defert the 
Rebel ftandard, full fecurity to follow 
within thefe lines, * any occuption 
which he mail think proper. 

Given under my hand at Head- 
quarters, Philipfburgh/ the 30th day 
of June, 1779. 

H. Clinton. 
By his Excellency's command. 

John Smith, Secretary. 

Head-quarters, New Windfor y July 

1 6, 1779, half after nine 9* clock, 

A. M, 

Sir, 

I have thepleafure totranfmityour 

Excellency the inclofed copy of a 

letter from Brigadier-general Wayne, 

which this moment came to hand. 

I congratulate Congrefs upon our 

fuccefs, and what makes it itill more 

agreeable, from the report of Capt. 

; -Fiihbourn, who brought me General 

• Wayne's letter, the poft was gained 

with but very inconfiderable lofs on 

■ our part. As foon as I receive 

a particular account of the affair, I 

{hall tranfmit it. 

I have the honour to be, with great 
refped, 

Your Excellency's 

Moil obedient fervant, 
r v G. Washington 



P. S. General Wayne received a 
flight wound in the head With a 
mufket ball, but it did not prevent 
him from going on with the troops. 

His Excellency John Jay, £fq. 
Stoney-Pointy \6th y July, 1779, t<wt 
, o'clock. A.M. 
Dear General, 

The fort and garrifon with Colonel 
Johnfton are ours. Our officers and 
men behaved like men, who are 
determined to be free. Your's, moft 
£ ncerely, 

Anthony Wayns, 
General Wajhington. 

Publiihed by order of Congrefs, . 
Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
Extras of a letter from Majpr Gen. 
Green. 

" I have the piea(ure to congra- 
tulate you upon our fuccefs lail even- 
ing. 

" Gen. Wayne with the Light In- 
fantry furprized the garrifon at Stone/ 
Point and took the whole prifoners. 
The particulars we have not yet ; but 
it is not leis than five hundred men. 

ur troops behaved to a charm, march- 
ing in the face of a heavy fire without 
firing a gun. 

Head- quarters, NenxjWtndforyJuly 2 1, 

1779 
Sir, 

On the 16th inftant I had the 
honour to inform Congrefs of a fuc- 
cefsful attack upon the enemy's poll 
at Stoney-Point, on the preceding 
night, by Brigadier-general Wayne, 
and the corps of light infantry under 
his command. The ulterior opera- 
tions in which we have been enaged, 
have hitherto put it out of my power 
to tranfmit the particulars of this in- 
tereiling event. They will now be 
found in the inclofed report, whick 

1 have received from General Wayne* 
To the encomiums he has defervedly 
beftowed on the 6fficers and men un- 
der his command, it gives me plea- 
fure to add, that his own conduit 
throughout the whole of this arduous 
enterprixe, merits the warmeil appro* 
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batioH of CcmgreG, He improved 
upon the plan recommended Byrne* 
and executed it in a manner that does 
fcenal honour to bLs judgment and to 
his bravery. In a critical moment of 
^the aflault, he received a flefe wound 
in the head with a muflcet ball, but 
continued leading on hu men with 
nnfhaken firmnefs. 

I now beg leave for the private 
fatisfaclion of Congrefs, to explain 
the motives which induced me to di- 
rect die attempt. 

It has been the unanimous fenti- 
ment to evacuate the captured pod 
at^Stoney- Point, remove the cannon 
and ftores, and deftroy the works, 
which was accomplifhed on the night 
of the 18th, one piece of heavy can- 
non only excepted. For want of pro- 
sper tackling within reach to transport 
the cannon. The movements of the 
enemy's veflels created fome uneafi- 
t»efs on their account, and induced 
me to keep one of the pieces for 
: their protection, which finally could 
.not be brought off, without rifking 
more for its prefervation than it was 
worth. We alfo loft a galley, which 
was ordered down to cover the boats. 
-She got under way on her return the 
afternoon of the 18th. The enemy be- 
gan a fevere and continued cannonade 
upon her, from which having received 
. fome injury, which difabled her from 
proceeding, ihe was run afhore. Not 
being able to get her afloat, till late 
in the flood tide, and one or two of 
% the enemy's veflels under favour of 
the night, having pafTed above her, 
. Ihe was fet on fire and blown up. 
It is probable Congrefs will be 
plea fed to beftow fome marks of con* 
iideration upon thefe officers, who 
diftinguiflicd themfelves upon this oc- 
cafion. Every officer and man of the 
corps deferves great credit, but there 
were particular ones whofe fituation 
.placed, them foremoft in danger, and 
. made their conduct moil confpicuous. 
JJeut, Colonel Fleury and Major 
Steward commanded the two attacks. 



Lieutenants Gibbons and Knox com* 
manded the advanced parties or for* 
lorn hopes t and all acquitted them* 
(elves as well as it was poffible. Thefe 
officers have a claim to be more par- 
ticularly noticed. 

Mr. Archer, who will have the 
honour of delivering thefe difpatsches, 
is a volunteer aid to General Wayne, 
and a gentleman of merit. His zeal* 
activity, and fpirit, are confpicuous 
upon every occafion. 1 have the ho- 
nour to be, 
With the greateft refpecl and eftceaa, 

Your Excellency's 

Moft obedient humble fervant, 

G. Washington. 

I forgot to mention, that two flags 
and two ftandards were taken, the 
former belonging to the garrifon, and 
the latter to the 17th regiment. Thefe 
{hall be fent to Congrefs by the firft 
convenient opportunity. 

Stoney-Poiut $ July 27, 1779- 
Sir, 

I have the honour to give yon a 
full and particular relation of the re- 
duction of this point, by the light, in- 
fantry under my command. 

On the 15th in Rant at 12 o'clock 
we took up our line of march, from 
Sandy-beach, diftant 44. miles from 
this place; the roads being exceed- 
ingly bad and narrow, and having to 
pafs over high mountains, through 
deep moraiTes, and difficult defiles, 
we were obliged to move in Angle 
files the greateft part of the way. 
At eight o'clock in the evening, the 
van arrived at Mr. SpringfteePs, 
within one and a half miles of the 
enemy, and formed into columns as 
fa ft as they came up, agreeable xq 
theorderof battle annexed; viz. Colo- 
nels Febigct's and Meig's regiments, 
with Major Hull's detachment, form- 
ed the right column ; Col. Butler's 
regiment and Major Murfree's two 
companies, the left. The troops re- 
mained in this pofition until feveral 
of the principal officers, with, myfelf 
had returned from reconnoitring the 

works 
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works. Half, 'after eleven o'clock, 
beiflg the hour fixed on, the whole 
inove<l<for.w«id t . the van of the right 
cpoMed oil one .hundred and fifty 
volunteers, properly officered, who. 
advanccd t whn- unloaded mufkets and 
fixed bayonets, under the command; 
of Lieut* CoU Fldury; thefe were 
preceded, by twenty picked men, and 
a vigilant and brayS officer to remove 
the abbatis and other obftru£ion&.< 
The van of: the left>cbnMed of Qne 
l^indred;volunteers, ..under the com- 
mand ©f Major Steward, with un- 
loaded mu(kets a#d fixed bay6net$; 
alfo preceded by a brave and deter- 
mined officer, with twenty men, for 
the fame purpofe. as the other. 

. At twelve o'clock the aflault was 
to- begin on the right and left flanks 
of the enemy's works, whiili: Major 
Murfrce anuifed them in front; but 
a deep morals covering their whole 
front, and atthii time overflowed by 
the tide, together with ether obftruefci* 
ons^rendered the approaches more dif- 
ficult than were at firft apprehended, 
f© that it was about twenty minutes 
after twelve before the affault began> 
previous to which I placed myfelf 
at the head of Febiger's regiment or 
right column, and gave the troops 
the mofl pointed orders not to fijre 
on any account, but place their whole 
dependence on the -bayonet, whdeh 
order was literally and faithfully 
obeyed. Neither the deep jnorafs, 
the formidable and double rows of 
abbatis, or the ftrong works in front 
and flank could damp the ardour jofc 
the troops, who, in the face of a mofl 
tremendous and inceflant fire of muf- 
ketry, and from cannon loaded with 
grape-fhot f forced their way at the 
point of the bayonet, through every 
obftacle, both columns meetingr jn^> 
the center of the enemy's works, 
nearly at the fame inftant, ^Too 
much praife cannot be given to Lieut. 
Col. Fleury, (who ilruck the ene- 
my's .ftandard with his own hand) 
and to Major Steward, who ;com-» 

Yol. VIII. 



man<Lrd thai r. «cfc*nc6i * parries, ^for 
tfceir brave and prudent conduct , ; s 
Colonels Butler, Meigs and Febi-. 
ger coadudled themfelycs with thajfc 
coolpefs, bravery- and > pcrfeveranee* 
that will everinfures fuccefs. Lieut* 
CotonelHay was wounded in the tbigh, 
bravely fighting at the head of hi*; 
battalion. I mould take up too* much 
of your Excellency's time, was I tflt 
particularize exery individual whode-, 
ferves it, for his bravery on this occa-. 
fion. I cannot, however, omkMa- 
jor Lee, to whom I am indebted 
for frequent and very ufeful intelli- 
gence, which contributed much to> 
the fuccefs of the enterprize ; arid ,it> 
w with the greateft pleafure I acknow- 
ledge to you, I was fiipported in thfl 
attack by ajl the officers and foldiers 
under my command, to the utmoft 
of my wifhes. The officers and pri- 
vates of the attillery exerted them- 
felwes in turning the cannon againft 
Verplanks Point, and forced 'thrift 
to cut the" cables of their ihippiag, 
and run down the river. ■ \: \* 

I .fooukl be wanting in gratitede, 
was I to omjtmentioamg Capt* Piftli 
bourn and Mr. Archer, my twa^aidf 
de. caiip, who ton every ocsjinin 
fh'ewed* the greateft- intrepidity, fin<J 
fupported me into (he* works afte^ 
Irreceived; my wound:in paling the 
lail abbatis. ; r • >S r 

, Inciokd^are the .return$3.cfojhf 
killed and wounded of jthe, light*jO 
fatatry," as ; alfo*of thejenetoy, : toge- 
ther with the number of prifoners 
taken, likewke ofrthe* v Ord»a»ee^nd 
flores found ia the garrifon. 

I forgot to inform your Excellency, 
that previous to *iy marching, I had 
drawn General Mifhlenberg into ray 
rear, who, with ihree hundred men 
of his brigade tooi poll on the onpo- 
fite fide of the maffh, ti?Ww M in 
readinefs'- either to ffupport me, or to 
cover a Retreat in^ cafe of accident, 
and I have no tlbuot of his faithfully 
and effectually executing either, had 
there been Jny occfttdn ibr hiflfc v 

B b b ' ,.:'.. J** 
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The )ittnjaaitT- ©f oar brave fol- 
diery, who fcorned to take the lives-' 
of a vananifbed foe calling for mercy, 
Jtofltf&s the higheft honour on them, 
and accounts for the few of the ene- 
my killed on this occaiion* 
• I am not fatisfied-witb the manner 
in which I have mentioned the coni 
due* of Lieutenant* Gibbons and 
Knox, the two gentlemen who led 
the advanced parties of twenty men 
each— their diftinguUhed bravery dc- 
icrvet the higheft commendation — the 
£rft belongs to the fixth PennfyU 
vania regiment, and loft 17 men 
killed and wonnded in the atuck ; 
the laft belongs to the ninth ditto, 
who was more fortunate in faring 
his men, though not lefs expofed. * 
I have the honour to be, with great 
sefpecV .... 

Your Excellency's 
Moft obedient humble fervent, 
Anthony Wayku 
<?#*. Wajhington. 

f A return of ths killed and winded 
ef the light infantry, at the ftorm of 
itottey Print , under the command of 
Brigadier-general Wayne, July 15, 
1779. 

Colonel Pebiger's regiment. Killed, 
I Serjeant, 6 privates. Wounded, 
7 Serjeants, 1 Corporal, 29 privates, 
Colonel Butler's regiment. Killed, 
S Serjeant, a privates. Wonnded* 
1 Lieiueoant^colonel, a Serjeant*, a 
Corporals, aj privates. - * " ■ 
- Colonel Mag's regiment. Killed, 



3 privates, Wounded, v Captains, 
t Lieutenants, 1 Serjeant; 6 privates. 
Majot Hull's detachment. Killed, 
a privates. Wounded, 1 lieutenant, 
1 privates. 

* Total killed, 2 Serjeants, 13 pri- 
vate*. • " •' ■? * "'.■. 

Tbtal wounded, 1 Lieutenant- 
colonel, % Captains, $ Lieutenants, 

10 Serjeants, 3 Corporals, 64 pri- 
vates. * ~ 

' By order of. the General, 

BtlfjAMlN FlSHBOURK, 

A. 'D. Camp. 
Fort Montgomery, July 21, 1779. 

(TrueCopy.)r 
General return of the prif oners taken 
4 • at Stoney Point. " 

Officers fent to Eafton on parole. 
'1 Lientenanr+colonesV 4 -Captains; 
12 Lieutenants; 4 Enfigns, 1 Con- 
ductor of iVrtrllery,* 1 affiftanfSurgeon. 

Officers and pri vatet wounded and 
fent in; 2 Lieutenants, 1 Enfigo, 
1 Surgeon, 39 privates. < .» -.-. ? 

Left at Kakiatc. - 9 privates, %■ 
Attendants* 4 < ' v * ^ ' \ ' . : 
■ Sent to Eafton. 441 privates, 25 
fervent* to officers. A -.-w, - „ 

* Total, 543. 

AiaAHAM SlCINKEa, 

D. Com. prifonexs.* 

Gojbon, July to, 1779. (Copy.) 

v ' Return of the enemy** killed. 

1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, S Ser* 

jeants* 3 Corporals, 50 privates* 

TotaJ 63. ; • - • 



Uttwmof Or dnantt and Stores, taken at Stoney-foint, July 15, 1 7 79. 

■ ' ................ t ,-' Pdrs, NO. 

Heavy, 



Brafs. 



Ordnance. 



Brafs. 



i 

{ 



Iron, heavy, 
Howtttcrs, 
Mortars, 



12 

12 

1 8 Inch. 
f 10 do. 

(.4 2-5U1S. 



3©fpon^es, different forts, with ftaves and rammer heads, 9 ladles with 
ftnves. 1 1 wadhooks with Itaves.i ■ ■'* " ■ » • . „ ^ 

Species. 
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Specks. 4 Dreg-rope* with pint, 4 drauvht chains, 24 troerfing^and 
<pmatoa hfltd-fpifces. 11 aprons of lead. 1 2 felling and pick-axes* 20 fak- 
ing and tab* boxes* 10 backets. 40 ten inch wood Dottomt. 5 badge 
bairtlt. 4 Utt bradies. 10 hand barrows. 1 fling cart compleat. si large 
and faall leather cartouches. 2 iron crows. 5 muzzle caps* % compares. 
to lb. of tallow-candles. 15 oil cloths. ■' - ■ *" ' ■ ■ 

No. 

— 603 

— 1 174 

— »9? 

— 20 



filled 



Flannel Cattidges, < 



empty 



f 24 Pin. *- 
• Guns < 12 ditto — 

m I. 3 ditto «• , 

Howitzers 8 inch — 

Mort «{ itjdu" - 

Howitzers 8 iilch — 



146 

240 



Cartridge Paper, 



{ 



filled 

empty 

MuJketv with ball 



18 Pdrs* 
18 - 



100 

— 28,75$ 



3 funnels of -plate and copper, for filing fhells. 
*es, 1261 mufkets flints. 9 J lb. lax. 1 powder horn. 



555 



fuzees, of different 
frees, 1261 mdkets flints. "9J lb. fiax. 1 powder horn. 1 1 tanned hides. 
4 hand beam hooks. 9 £ fettt of mens harnefs. 6 hand hatchets. 2 4 tons 
junk, 1 compleat triangle gin. 3 iron bars. 3 cutting, paring, with block 
and ftaple knives. 9 lb. kkt. % melting iron ladles. 3 Mufcovy and dark 
Ian thorns. 7 ikcjns of Hambro' line. 3 laboratory chefts. 2 different mea- 
fnresof copper* 11 mallets and fetters, of different forts. 8 white and 
tarred marline flteins, 100 lb. of nails, of different fizes. 5 mantakts. 
a fledge and is claw hammers. 

corned, whole barrels .—..'' 59 

dufty ditto ■ ■■ ■ 4 

t mealed ■ ■■ ■ » 4 

20 dox. portfires, ij panches for vents. 3 pairs pinchers. 12 plum- 
mets of lead. 3 quadrants* 4 rafps, £ round. 8 fathoms of rope for ladl- 
ing, it lb. of rockets with flicks. 18 dicks of portfire* 40 fpikes for nail- 
feg guns. 3 faws, tennant and croft-cut. 



Powder 



Shot fixed 



with powder, 12 Fdrs. 



to wood 
bottoms 



cafe fixed to wood bottoms 



fhot, 



fcafcfij 
I grape 



G 



Pdrs. 



{round 
cafe 
{round 
cafe 
round 
J round 
I cafe 
f howitzers 



I 



konkottodfc 
in bags 



1 



mortars 



iiht 



8 inches 

1 5 a-cths. 
24 Pdrs. 

St* - 

b*Q inch mortar 
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3$ 8 loofe Ihot tor 24 and if pouridew. 39 Iheep flctftr.- $0 fathoms of 
Odd and parbuckle rope- 2 of x z fee*, "and i brafs fctle*. 4 pairs of 

f>;rr™ - ? ' - . ■ *? \ 



r 



fciflarj 

•' • • - ■* •■■ -? • No; 

10 inch"' - '-"*' \ fixed . rr. ""t"' ' 3 °- 

,oinca (empty — ' '• 7+ 

"•"■•<.-.- " _ L •}5P r _ "_ S 

-+ Sr " ■ **"* , {empty — 141 

I . {fixed ►-— — 40 

L 4*-Sth. - - { empty _ ,£, 

6 fcrapers for /hells. 3300 TpUnge tacks. 12 fpades. 6fhovels. 2 tar- 
paulings. loTompions. 3 officers and laboratory tents. 5790 tubes. 12 U>. 
of twine. 30 priming wires. * 1 iet of brafs weights from 4 lb. {02. 2 lb. 
of worfted. 84 wads for 24 pounders. 

For the ufe of the Horse Department. 
5 fets dflarge h"dffe fhoes, 3200 ditto nails, 

For the ufe of the SmiTh. 
1 forge bellows. 1 anvil with pick iron. 1 ftaning vice. 1 tew iron. 

1 calk of coals.' * '■ ■* > 

Return of 'Arms and ether Articles not included before* 

No. 

{Tents, "m — *_»• 1 ■ : 1 i r • '' i ' * i 134 

Markees, * J — f 

Horfemen's tents, * ' ■>- ■■ *■ & 

Wall Tents, " - \ '* _^ - - 9 

334 mufkets with bayonets, idJcaVfbuch boxes. ' ; 

, Publtjbed by order of Cbjgrtfi; * 

Charles THOltfsofr, Secretary* 

In Congrefs,' July %6tb f 1779. Wayne, 1 in the aflktttf'of the enemy'* 

Refolved unanimoufly, pat the works at Stoney Point, *tfd hignty- 

thanks of Congrefs be given to his ' tomtaend the coolnefs, discipline 

Excellency GencrafWafhington, for and Jflrm 1 intrepidity exhibited on the 

the vigilance," wifdom and magna- occailon. 

nimity, with which he hath conducted Refolved, That Lieutenant-colonel 
the military operations of thefe. States. Fleury and Major Stewart, who by 
and which are ahiong inan^ other their* iittiatioft, in leading thte two 
fignal inftances, manifefted in hir attacks, had a more immediate op- 
orders for the late glorious enter- portunityofdiftinguiftiingthemfeIves r 
prize and fuccefsful attack on the .have by their perfoiTal atehievements 
ehemy > s"iortrefson"tft6 banks of Hud- exhibited a bright example to their 
fon's River. "" brother fefdiers, and nierit in a par- 

Refolved; Thai tlie thanks of Con- ticufar manner the approbation and 
&e& be pre fen ted to Brigadier-gene- acknowledgement ^ or the United 
w^ayneT for his"™brave, prudent States. \ ! 

andfoldiery conduct, in the fpirited Refblveti, That Congrefs warmly 
and well conduced attack of StonejjJ- approve and applaud the "cool deter - 
Point. ""*"■' ■* • •*■».! mined fymt with "whlbh tieutenant 

Refolved , Th at Cbagrefs ente*. Gibbons and Lieutenant 'Knox fed 
tafci a propeTTSnfe of the good con- on^lhe-* forlorn- liope, braving dan- 
cidft of the v officers aUd foidiers under ger andde^axhin/ thfc]<!aife of their 
the command of Brigadier-general country,* > 

Refolved, 
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- RefoWed, That a medal emblema- 
tical "of this -aaion be (bock. That 
one of gold be prefentcd.co Brigadier- 
general Wayne, and a ^lver one 
to Lieut. Col. -Fieury arvd Major 
Stewart. 

RtfoWed, That a brevet Of Cap- 
tain be given to Liew, Gibbons and 
Lieut. Knox. - ■ 

That the brevet of Captain be 
given 10 Mr. Archer, the bearer ot 
the General'* letter and volunteer Aid 
to Brigadier general Wayne. 

That Gongreis approve . the pro- 
mifet of reward made by Brigadier* 
general' Wayne, wkh the concur- 
rence of the Commander in Chief xa 
the ttoop* under his command. J 

That the value of the military 
ftores, taken, at Stoney Point, be at* 
certaioed and divided, among the 
gallaat troop* by whom it was reduc^ 
cd, in fuch" manner and proportion 
as the Ctttmaader in Chief fhall 
prefevibe. . >. - , 

Extract from the Minutes, 

. Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

Hartford, July 1 3. 
A number of copie*of« the following 
mfolent Addrefs, were left in New- 
haven by the Britifh troops : 
By Commodore Sir' George Col lib*, 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's 
Jhips and wjftls in North Ameri<a y 
and. Major General William 
Tryon, commanding bis Majefiy^s 
* land forces on a ftp or at t expedition, 

ADD' E-- R S 'S 
[Tfl tbt Inhabitants of Genntgicutn 

The ungenerous imd wantOa an- 
furreclion again ft the fbvereignty of 
Great Britain, into ^rhich this-colony. 
has been deluded by the artifices of 
defigning-men, for private pu*po(es, 
might well juftify in you every fear, 
which cohfeioas -guilt could-* form 
refpecling'tke ktenttensof the pre-* 
fent armament.- --'* ■'-. • 

Your towns, your property, yoar-J 
felves, lie « within the grafp of that, 
power, whofe forbearance, you haye* 
ungeriereufly conftrued into fear 



but whofe lenity has perftited in its 
noble efforts, even though brand* 
ed with the molt unworthy impu- 
tation. 

. The exiflence of a fingle habitation 
on your defencelefs coait, ought to 
be a conftant reproof to your ingrati- 
tude; Can the ftrength of* your 
whole province cope with the force 
which might at^any time be poured 
through every diihicl of your coun- 
try ? Your are confeious it cannnot 

Why then will you perfift in a ruin- 
•oi and *U judged refiitance? We 
hoped that you would recover from 
the phrenzy which has diftracted this 
unhappy country;* and we believe 
ihe day to be now come, when the 
greater part of this continent begin 
fly blu'fh at their del ufion. You who 
lie fo much in our power, afford the 
moft finking monument of our 
mercy, and therefore ought to fet 
the firll example of returning to al- 
legiance. 

Reflect on what gratitude requires 
of you ; if that is fufficient to move 
you, attend to your own intereit ; we 
offer you a refuge againft the diitrefs, 
which you univerially acknowledge, 
broods with increafing and intoler-< 
able weight over all your country, 

Leaving- you to confult with each 
other upon this invitation, <we do 
nonv declare* that whofoever mall 
be found, and remain in peace at his 
ufual place of refidence, fhall be 
fhielded from any infult either in 
perfon or property, excepting iuch 
as bear office either in civil or mili- 
tary under your prefent ufurped go- 
vernments ; of whom it will be 
further required, that! they fhall give 
proofs or their penitence and iub- 
fiiiflkm; and they ihall then partake 
the like immunity. 
- Thofe whofe folly and obftinacy 
*ay flight this favourable warning, 
mull take* aotice, that they are not 
to expect a ^continuance of that lenity 
which 'their iiiveteracy would not 
render- blameable. 

Given on' board his -Mayfly's Aiip 
Camilla 
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Camilla in the Sound, the fourth 
Day <Jf July, 1770. 

George Colljbr. 
Wm. Trvon. 
The above n»e J fent by a flag to Col* 
Whiting* 

Colonel Whitings A/w^ 
Connecticut having nobly dared 
to take up arms again ft the creel 
defpotifm of Britain, and the flame* 
have now preceded their anfwer to 
your flag, they will peruft to oppoft 
to the utmoft that power exerted 
againft injured innocence. 
Samuel Whit^c, Col. Com* 
Major General Trjpn. 
Jthjuijt Su*fet. 

The Justifying MEMORIAL of 
the Kino of Gxbat Britain, 
in Anfnver to the Expo* ition,&c. 
tjftbe Court ofFtiAxct. (Seepage, 

The ambition of a power, ever a 
foe to Bublic tranquility, hath at 
length obliged the King of Great 
Britain to employ the ilrength which 
God and his people have confided 
tn him, in ajuft and lawful war.— 
It is in vain that France endeavour* 
to juilify, or rather difguife, in the 
eyes of Europe, by her laft Mani- 
felfco, the politics which feem' to 
be ai^ated by pride and cunning, 
but which cannot be reconciled with 
the truth of facts, and the rights of 
nations* That equity, moderation, 
and love of peace, which have always 
regulated the Heps of the King, now 
'engage him to fubmit the conduct of 
hiinfclf and his enemies, to the judg- 
ment of a free and refpectable tri- 
bunal, which will pronounce, with- 
out fear or flattery, the decree of 
Europe to the prefent age, and to 
poilerity. This tribunal, compofed 
of tjxc underitandirig and difintereiW 
men of all nations, will never re» 
gard profeffions ; and it is from the 
actions of Princes, that they ought to 
judge of the motives of their conduct, 
and the funuments of their hearts. 



When the King atcefnded the 
throne, he enjoyed the tuccefs of hi* 
arms in the tour quarter* of the 
war Id! His moderation re*eftabti&c4 
public tranquility, .at. the fame drat 
that he fuppbrted with firmnefs tint, 
glory of his crown, and procured th« 
moil folid advantages to his people* " 
Experience had taught him how bitter, 
and affii&ng even the fruits of victory 
are; and how much wars, whether 
happy or unruccc&foi, exhauft * 
people without aggrandizing their 
Princes. His actions proved to the 
world, that he knew the value of 
peace* and it was at kail to be pre- 
filmed, that that reaibn which had 
enlightened him to difeern the in* 
cvitable calamitks of war, and the 
dangerous vanity of conqueft, infpir* 
ed him with the sincere and un- 
fhaken resolution of maintaining the 
public repofe, of which he was him - 
felf :che author and guarantee. Thefe 
principles were the foundation* of 
that conduct which hia Mejefty held 
invariably for the fifteen years which 
followed the peace concluded at Pari* 
in 1763; that happy sera of ouiet 
and happiness, will be preserved fat 
a long rime, by the recollection, per- 
haps the regret, of the European na- 
tions. The inductions of the King 
to all his Ambafladors, were im- 
prefled with the marks of his charac- . 
xer and maxims* 

He recommended it to them, as 
the moil important part of their duty, 
to Hften, with the moft icrupulous 
attention to the complaints, and re* 
presentations of the powers, his neigh* 
hours or allies ; to ilifle in the he- 
ginning, all grounds of quarrel that 
might embitter or alienate the minds 
of jnen ; to turn aside the fcourge 
of war, by every expedient compa- 
tible with the dignity of the Sove- 
reign of a refpeftahk nation ; and 
to mfpire all people with a juft con- 
fidence on the political fyftem of a 
Court which detested war, without 
fearing it ; which employed no other 
means than thole of reafon and fio- 
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atAty, and which* h*d ^ 9ther«*b- 
jiet, but the general) tranquility, fn 
the miditof thi*caJm, the foft /parks • 
cf difcord were kindied in America 
The intrigues of k< few bold and 
criminal leaden, who* abu fed the 
oredulous fttnpiicity of* their country- l 
men, infenftbly fedvced the greateft 
part of theEngiifh Colome* to raiie; 
die flaodard of revolt againft the 
Mother Country r to which they w«*e 
indebted for their exiftence and their; 
JuppinefsV The/CoUrt of Versanti 
eafiiyforgot-theftith of treaties, ifce* 
duties of allies*, and; the right of* 
Sovereigns, to- endeavour to profit *fl 
drcumftaaces, whkhi appeared fa-' 
^©©rafale to ks amoit»usdo£gtH. iv 
did not blulh to debase its dignity, 
by the feeret connections' it formed 
with rebtttiona Arbjects; and after> 
Having ©*hauiled all the ihameful' 
refburces of perfidy and diffimplauon, 
it dared to avow, in the face of 
Europe (full fcf indignation at its' 
bandu&) the fotasm cteaty which the 
Itfiwftert of die Moft Ckriftian Jiing 
had figned with the* dark agents of 
the EngHfh Cokmjet, who founded 
their pretended independence on* 
nothing but the daringsefs of their 
revolt. The offenfive Declaration 
which the Marquis de Noailles wasr 
ordered to make to the Court of Lon- 
don, v jcn the i jth of March, in the 
laft year, authorised his Majefty to 
repel, by force of arms, the unheard- 
of infult that was offered to the 
honour of his crown ; and the King 
remembered, on that important oc- 
cafion, what he owed his Subjects 
and hitnfeif. The iame fpirit of 
impofture <and ambition continued to 
reign in the councils * of Frances- 
Spain, who has, snore than once, 
, repented having -neglected her true 
interefts, to follow ^blindlythe de- 
ilructive projects of the elder branch 
of the Houfe ofBOurbon, was en- 
gaged to change the part of media- 
tor, for that of enemy of Great Bri- 
tain. The calamities of war are 
multiplied, but the Court of Ver- 
iaiiles hath, hitherto, nothing to 



b«ft'«f the fUcbris of its rniKtary 
operations; and Europe knows well* 
how to rate thofc naval victories, 
which cxtft nowhere bnt in the Ga- 
zettes and Manifcftos of pretended 
conquerors. 

v Since war and peace impofe 
on nations, duties entirely differ* 
enti and even oppoffte, it is in- 
bUfpenfibty neceflary to diftinguim, 
tti . reafoning, as well as in con- 
dnet, die two conditions: but in: 
the. Jail Mamfofto, publiihed' by* 
France, tfcefe two conditions are 
perpetually confounded : fhe pre* 
tends to juftify her conduct in making 
the Wft, by turns, nay, almofl: at 
the fame thne, of thofe rights which 
an' enemy only is permitted to claim p 
aind o£ thofe maxims which regulate 
die obligations and procedure of na- 
tional friendship. The fineffe of the 
Court of Verfailles, in blending in- 
oe&ntlytwofapponttons, which have 
no connection, is the natural confe- 
quence of a falfe and treacherous 
policy, which cannot bear the light 
of the day. The fentiments and 
conduct of the King have nothing 
to fcar from the moil ievere fcrutiny ; 
bet, on the contrary, invites it to 
diftinguifh clearly what his enemies > 
have confounded with fo much arti- 
fice. Juflice alone can fpeak without 
fear, the language of reafon and truth. 
The full jufliftcation of his Ma. 
jelly, -and the- indelible condemna- 
tion of France, may be reduced to 
the proof of two fimple, and almoil 
felf-evident principles.— Firft, That 
a profound, permanent, and, en the 
part of England, alincere and true 
peace,' fubfifted between the two na- 
tions, when France formed connec- 
tions with the revolted Colonies, fe- 
eret at firft; but afterwards public 
and avowed.— Second, That accord- 
ing to the belt acknowledged maxims, 
of the* rights of nations, and even 
according to the tenor of treaties ac- 
tually fubfifting between the two 
crowns, 1 there connections might be 
regarded as an infraction of the peace ; 
and the public avowal of thele con- 
• ' ne&ious 
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ne&ons was tftpiufeknC to/a decltoav -Bet the CouW of Ver&iUet .hatfe-. 
tio&of war on the part- of- the Me#> beta either; ignorant r of thefe :wife* 
Chriftian King*— This i*, perhaps,, and falwary principles, oritrfcaik* 

the £rft tiine that arefpe&aWtnitaott dcfp&d'them 5 and»injtakd of fixing* 

had an ootafion to. prove. twoiimha* the foundations of a -juftaud legittV 

fo inconteltible, the memory-«£«dpeit Qlte war, it hath contented itfelf ito.i 

it already acknowledged*, by » every fpreadi ihro^tewy page o£ ita, 

difiateremanauom|adieed'perfo»r Manifefte^ ^gtJWwd^nA vague, cqm*; 

*« When Froviocnoe .called thft plaints,, expte&d #ira exaggeration*; 

King to the throne,. Fracoc. eoje^eit i*< ; a -'^metaphorical %le*-r4t goes 

a mod profound peace.? n;Fhefeiai» above threefcore year* back to acbufe 

the expreffions of theoWfc Mianifieftife Eaglan^ of herwant.oicarcto ratiiy 

of the Conrt^ of 'Vfarfaiiies > >;;whk^i fwie- commercial, regulations* fome 

eafily remembers oth* feiekin,jaiwM aridpa of the treaty, of Utrecht, it 

ances of a fincerefiiendihipi^andr^sij nrefumea so rbpooaph the' King's 

rood pacific dtfpofitkm 'whio3ri»*rev Miniftc^ witfcjtr&ngjtha language of. 

reived from his JBritanntc Jtfajedyv hanglttineitj andV ambition, without, 

and which were often rermwedirj* the: amdeicendiog:iai the, duty of proving 

intervention of Amhaffadowto ihe; inypetations afceakkely a* they are 

two Courts, durmgfoar years,, urn*!, o&otta^ Thcfreafonpodtiofts of the 

the fatal and decifrve moment bfotfcfc mnMnan,aiu^mfecmty«ftebeCourt 

Declaration of the Marquis- deNeatU of rLcttdon, are! xdn&fiedlyj healed 



les. The qoedibn* then, is to proves 
that during this happy time of. .gene* 
ral tranquility, England concealed a: 
lecret war urider the appearance of 
peace ; and that her unjuft and arbi- 
trary procedure was carried to fuch. 
a pitch, as to render lawful, On the 
part of France, the bolded: fleps, 
which are permiflable oniy in a de-< 
clared ene«y. To attain this ob- 
je&j griefs clearly articulated and 
iblidly edablimed, mould be produc- 
ed before the tribunal of Europe. 
This great, tribunal will require for- 
mal, and, perhaps, repeated proofs 
of the injury, or the complaint, of 
a refufal of competent fatisfaclion, 
and of a protection of the injured 
party, that it held itfelf highly offend- 
ed by fuch refirfal, and that it fhonld 
look upon itfelf hereafter as releafed 
from the dudes of friendihip, and 
the bonds of treaties. Thrfe na- 
tions which refpetl the fanctity of 
oiths and the advantages of peace 
ar<- dw iiowefl to catch hold of oppor- 
tumwes Whichfeem tO'di&harge them 
liom a facred and folemn obligation ; , 
and it is but with trembling that 
they dare to renounce the friendlhip 
of powers, from which they have long. 
boine injuttice and infult* 



up, at if* they feared:to ^difcrinu*- 
reated^ thedpretended .infirita which 
the CDrowroe, the.iag^ and the: 
territories of <* •&nmwhnant - under^ 
gonev are insinuated an a very ob- 
Icnre manner;, and at laft there ef- 
capes . an ^avowal oT the engage* 
ment whkhtheJvJoft.Chriftun King, 
had already aqgnfe with: Spain, "to 
avenge their fdpec*rive wrongs, and 
put bounds to" the tyrannical empire 
which 'England, had ufurped, and 
pretended to* maintain over every 
lea." 

It is difficult to encounter phan-; 
toms, or to anfwer elofely andpre- 
cifely to the language of declamation* 
The juft confidence of the King, - 
would doubt) eis defire to fu bmit to 
the drifted examination, thole vague 
complaints, thoic pretended wrongs, 
upon which the Court of VerfailTea 
h^s fo prudently avoided to explain 
itfelf, with that clearness and parti- 
cularity which ajone could .fupport 
its reafons, and excufe its- -.conduct. 
During a fifteen years peace, the in- 
tends of two powerful, and perhaps 
jealous nations, which approached 
;n fo many places in the old .and 
new world, would inevitably furnifh 
fubjects of complaint, and difcuffion* 

which 
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which a reciprocal moderation would 
always know how to fettle, but which 
are but too eafily fharpened.and im- 
poifoned by the real hatred, or affect- 
ed fufpicions, of a fecret and ambi- 
tious enemy : and the troubles of 
America were but too apt to mul- 
tiply the hopes, the pretexts, and the 
unjuft pretentions of France. Never- 
thelcfs, fuch has been the ever uni- 
form, and ever peaceable conduct of 
the King and his Minifters, that it 
hath often filenced his enemies ; and 
if it may be permitted to difcover 
ihe trjue fenfe of thefe indefinite and 
equivocal accufaxions, whofe ftudied 
ofifcurity betrays the features to 
flume and artifice— if it may be per- 
mitted of contefted objects which 
have no exiftence, it may be affirmed 
with the holdoefs of truth, that Se- 
veral of thefe pretended injuries, are 
aanounced for the firft time, in a 
declaration of war, without haviag 
been propofed to the Court of Lon- 
don, at a time when they might 
have been confidered with the ferious 
and favourable attention of friend* 
ihip. In refpect to thofe complaints 
which the AmbafTadors of his Moil 
Chriftian Majefty have communi- 
cated from time to time to the 
King's Minifters, it would be eafy 
to give, or rather to repeat fatisfac- 
tory anfwers', which would demon- 
ftrate, to the eyes of France herfelf, 
the King's moderation* his love of 
juftice, and the fincerity of his dif- 
pofuion to preferve the general tran- 
quility of Europe. Thofe com- 
plaints, which the Court of Verfailles 
may difpenfe with recollefting, were 
very rarely founded in truih and 
reafon j and it was mod generally 
found that thofe perfons in Europe, 
America, or on the feas from whom 
an ill-founded and fufpefted intelli- 
gence was derived, had not been 
afraid to abufe the confidence of 
France, the better to ferve her fecret 
intentions. 

If fome fadfc, which France en~ 
•hanced as the ground of her com- 
plaints, were built on a kfs brittle 
' Vol. VIII. 



foundation, the King's minifters clear- 
ed them without delay, by a mod 
clear and entire justification of the 
motives and rights of their Sovereign, 
who might punifh a contraband trade 
on his coafl, without wounding the 
public repofe ; and to whom the law 
of nations gave a lawful right to 
feize all vefteis which carried arms or 
warlike fibres to his enemies, or re- 
bellious fubjefts. The courts of juftice 
were always open to individuals of all 
nations, and thofe muft beveryig- 
norant of the Britifh conftiturion, 
who fuppofe that the royal authority 
was capable to fhut out the means of 
an appeal. In the vaft and extended 
theatre of the operations of a naval 
war, the molt active vigilance, and 
the molt fteady authority, are unable 
to difcover pr fupprefs every diforder ; 
but every time that the Court of Ver- 
failles was able to eftablifh the truth, 
of any real injuries that its fubjects 
had fuftained, without the knowledge 
or approbation of the King, his Ma . ' 
jefly gave the mofl fpeedy and effec- 
tual orders to Hop an abufe, which 
injured his own dignity, as well as the 
intereft of his neighbours, who had 
been involved in the calamities of 
war- The object and importance of 
this war will fuffice to fhew all Eu- 
rope, on what principles the political 
proceedings of England ought to be 
regulated* Is it likely, that whilit 
England employed her forces to bring 
the revoked Colonies of America 
back to their duty, fhe mould have 
chofen that moment to irritate the 
mofl refpcftable powers of- Europe, 
by the injuftice and violence of her 
conduct? Equity hath always go- 
verned the fenciments and conduct of 
the King, but on this important oc*> 
cafions, his very prudence is a war- 
rant for his fincerity and moderation. 
But to eftablifh clearly the pacific 
fyftem that fubfifts between the two 
nations, nothing more is wanting 
than to appeal to the very teftimony 
of the Court' of Verfailles. At the 
very time in which it doth not blulh 
to place all thefe pretended infrac- 
C c c tionV 
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tiont of the public peace, which 
would have engaged a prince left 
fparing of his fubje&s blood, to 
make, without hesitation, reprifals, 
*nd to repel infult by force of arms, 
the Minifter of the Moft Chrifttan 
Xing fpoke the language of confi- 
dence and friend/hip. Inftead of de - 
BOunchag any dcfign of vengeance, 
with that haughty tone, which at leaft 
fpares injuftice from the reproaches 
Of perfidy and diffimulafion, the Court 
of Verfailles concealed the moft trea- 
cherous conduct under the fmootheft 
profeffions. Bui thofe very profef- 
Jions ferve, at prefent, to belie its de- 
claration, and to call to mind thofe 
fentimcnts which ought to have regu- 
lated its conduct. If the Court of 
Verfailles is unwilling to be accufed 
of a diffimulation unworthy of its 
grandeur, it will be forced to ac- 
knowledge, that till the moment that 
it dictated to the Marquis de Noailles, 
that Declaration, which has been re ? 
ceived as the fignal of war, it did 
not know any grounds of complaint, 
fufficiently real or important, to au- 
thorize a violation of the obligations 
of peace, and the faith of treaties, 
to which it had fworn in the face of 
heaven and earth ; and to difengage 
from that amity, to which, tothelaft 
moment, it had repeated the moft 
iblemn and lively afturances* 

When an adverfary is incapable of 
juftifying his violence in the public 
opinion, or, even in his own eyes, 
by the injuries which he pretends to 
have received, he has recourse to the 
chimerical danger to which his pa- 
tience might have been expofed ; and 
in the place of ia&s, of which he is 
totally unprovided, he endeavours to 
fubftitute a v^in pidure, which hath 
exiflence only in -his own imagination, 
perhaps his own heart. The Minifter 
of the Moil Chriilian King, who 
feeips to have felt the weaknefs of the 
means they were forced to employ, 
yet make impotent efforts to fupport 
thofe means, by the moft odious and 
unacccuntab'le fufpicions. «« The 
Court of London made preparations 



in its ports, and armaments, which, 
could not have America for their obr 
jed Their intention was confequentr 
iy, too well determined for the Kinjf 
to miftake them, and from thence it 
became their duty to make fuch dif- 
pofitions, as were capable of prevent? 
ing the evil defigns of his enemy, 
&c. — In this ftate of affairs, the King 
found he had not a moment to lofe. 
This is the language of France ; now 
we will fhew that ©f pruth. 

During the difputes which had a- 
rifen between Great Britain and her 
Colonies, the Court of Verfailles, 
applied itfelf, with the moft live!/ 
and determined ardor, to the aug T ' 
mentation of her marine. The King 
did not " pretend to reign as a tyrant 
of the feas," but knows that, at all 
times, maritime forces have continu- 
ed the glory and fafety of his domi- 
ni ns; and that they have often pro- 
tected the liberty of Europe, againft 
the ambitious ftate, which hath Co 
long laboured to fubdue it. 

A fenfe of his dignity, and a juft 
knowledge of his duty and his in- ^ 
tereft, engaged his Majefty to watch, 
with an attentive eye, over the pro- 
ceedings of France^ whofe dangerous 
policy, without a motive j and with- 
out an enemy, precipitated the build- 
ing and arming of fhips in all her 
ports j an<} which employed a confi- 
derable part of her revenues in the 
expence of thofe military preparati- 
ons, the neceffity or object of which > 
it was impoflible tp declare. In that* 
conjundure the King could not avoid 
following the counfel of his prudence, 
and the example of his neighbours. 
The fucceifive augmentation of their 
marine ferved as a rule Jor his ; and 
without wounding the refpecl that 
he owed to friendly powers, his Ma- 
jefty declared publicly to his Parlia- 
ment, that England fhould be in a 
refpedabie Hate of defence. The na- 
val force which he had fo cartfulJy 
ftrengtnened, was defined only to 
maintain the general tranquility of Eu. 
rope ; and whilll tne dictates of his 
own confcience difpofed the King to 
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give" credit to the profeffions of the Powers, tliey declared d*ei* refolu& 
Court of Verfailles, he prepared to otl " not only never to permit any 

hoftilities bv land or Tea, bat even td 
procure reciprocally, on cvtry occaii- 
on, all that can contribute to theiif 
mutual glory, mtereft, and advantage*; 
without giving any fuccour or pro-* 
tettion, direftly orindireaiy, to thofe 
who would do any prejudice to one 
or other of the high contra&irig par- 
ties.*' Such was the facred engage- 
ment which France contracted with 
Great Britain ; and it cannot be dif- 
-gulfed, that fuchapromife ought to 
bind with greater ftrength and energy 
againft the domeftie rebels, than the 
-foreign enemies of the two crowns, - 
The revolt of the Americans put the 
fidelity of the Court of Verfailles to 
a proof, and notwithftanding the fre- 
quent examples that Europe hath 
already feen of its little regard to the 
faith of treaties, jts condud in thefe 
circumftances aftonifhed and enraged 
every nation which was not blindly 
devoted to the interefts, and even to 
the caprices of France, If France 
had intended to fulfil her duty, it 
was impoffible for her to have mif- 
takenit; the fpirit as well as the 
letter of treaty of Paris, impofed on 
her an obligation- to bar their ports 
againft the American veffels; to for- 
bid her fubjetts to have any commerce 
with that rebellious people j and not 
to afford either fuccour or protection 
to the domeftie enemies of a crowa 
with which fhe had fworn a fincere and * 
inviolable friendfhip. But experience 
had too well enlightened the King ia 
regard to the political fyftem; of his 
antient adverfaries, to fuffer him to 
hope that they wouid conform exactly 
to thofe juft and reafonable principles, 
which wouM have aflured a general 
tranquility. 

As foon as the revolted colonies 
had compleated their criminal enter- 
prise, by an open declaration of 
their pretended independence, they 
thought to form fecret connections 
with the powers who were the leaft 
favourable to the interefts of their 
mother country ; and to draw from 
C c c i Euroir 
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epared 
have nothing to fear from tlie perfidious 
defigns of its ambition. France now 
dares to fuppofe that the King, " in- 
ftead of confining hi mfelf within the li- 
mits of a lawful defence, gave himftlf 
up to a hope of conqueft* and that the 
reconciliation of Great Britain with 
her Colonies, announced, on her 
part, a fixed project of re-al!ying 
them with her Crown, to ami them 
againft France.** Since, then, that 
the Court of Verfailles cannot excufe 
its procedure, but in favour of a 
Fuppofition deftitute of truth and like- 
lihood, the King hath a right to call 
upon that Court, in the face of Eu- 
rope, to produce a proof of an afler- 
tion as odious as bold ; and to d eve I ope 
thofe public Operations, or fecret 
intrigues, that can authorife the fuf- 
picionsof France, that Great Britain, 
after a long and painful difpute, of- 
fered peace to Her fubjects, with no 
other defign than to undertake a frefli 
war againft a refpectable power, with 
which fhe had preferved all the ap- 
pearances of friendfhip. . 

After having faithfully expofed the 
frivolous motives, and pretended 
wrongs of France, we can reflect, 
with a certainty, juftified, by reafon 
and by fact, on the firft proportion, 
fo fimple and fo important. — That a 
.peace- fubfifted between the two na- 
tions, and that France was bound by 
every obligation of friendfhip and 
treaty with the King, who had never 
failed in his legitimate engagement. 

The firft article of the treaty fign- 
ed at Paris, the 10th of February 
1762, between his Britannic, Moft 
Chnftian, Catholic, and Moil Faith- 
ful Majefties, confirms, in the moft 
precife and folemn manner, the ob- 
ligations which natural juftice impofes 
on all nations which are in mutual 
friendfhip; but thefe obligations arc 
fpecified and flip dated in that treaty 
by expreflions as lively as they are 
juft.—— After having comprifed, in, 
a general form, all the States and 
Subjects of the High Comrafting 
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Europe thofe military aid*, without 
which it would have been impoffible 
for them to have fupported the war 
they had undertaken. Their agents 
endeavoured to penetrate into, and 
fettle in the different ftates of Europe j 
but it was only in France that they 
found an afylum, hopes, and affilt- 
ancc. It is beneath the King's dig- 
nity to enquire after the sera, or the 
nature of the correfpondence that 
they had the addrefs to contract with 
the Minifters of the Court of Ver- 
failes, and of which tie public effects 
were ioon vifible in the general . li- 
berty, or rather unbounded licence of 
an illegitimate commerce* it it well 
known that the vigilance of the laws 
cannot always prevent artful illicit 
traders, who appear under a thoufand 
different forms, and whofe avidity 
for gain makes them brave $very 
danger, and elude every precaution: 
but the conduct of the French merch- 
ants, who furnifhed America not only 
with ufeful and neceffary merchan- 
dize, but even with faltpetre, gun- 
powder, ammunition, arms, and ar- 
tillery, loudly declared that theywe^e 
affured not only of impunity, but 
even of the protection and favour 
of the Miniilers of the Court of Vex- 
failes. 

An enterprize fo vain and fe diffi- 
cult, as that of hiding from the eyes 
of Great Britain, and of all Europe, 
the proceedings of a commercial 
company, aiTociated for fumifhing 
the Americans with whatever could 
nourifh and maintain the fire of a 
revolt, was not attempted. The in- 
formed public named the chief of 
the enterprize, whofe htufe was 
eftablifhed at Paris ; his correfpond- 
,ents at Dunkirk, Nantz, and iiour- 
deaux, were equally known. The 
immenfe magazines which they 
formed, and which they replenished 
everyday, were laden in ihips that 
they built or bought, and they 
fcarcely diffembled their objects, or 
the place of their detonation. Thefe 
veffels commonly took falfe clear- 
ances for the French iflands in 



America, but the commodiutie* 
which compofed their cargo were 
fumcient, before the time of their 
failing, to difcover the fraud and 
the artifice. Thefe fufpicions were 
quickly confirmed by the courfe 
they held ; and at the end of a 
few weeks, it was not furprizing to 
hear they have fallen into the hands 
of the King's officers cruizing in 
the American feas, who took them 
even within fight of the coafh of 
the revolted colonies. This vigi- 
lance was bnt too well juftified by 
the conduct of thofe who had the 
luck or cunning to efcape it ; fince 
they approached America only to 
deliver the rebels the arms and am* 
munition which they had taken on 
board for their femce. The only 
marks of thefe facts, which could 
be confideredonly as manifeft breaches 
of the faith of treaties, multiplied 
continually, and the diligence of the 
King's Ambaflador to communicate 
his complaints and proofs to the 
Court of Verfailles, did not leave 
him the fliameful and humiliating 
refource of appearing ignorant of 
what was carried on, and daily re* 
peated in the very heart of the 
country. He pointed out the names, 
number, and quality of the Ihips, 
that the commercial agents of 
America had fitted out in the ports 
of France, to carry to the rebels 
arms, warlike ftores, and even French 
officers, who had engaged in the 
fervice of the revolted Colonies. 
The dates, places and perfons were 
always fpecified, with a predfion that 
afforded the Minifters of his moil 
Chriflian Majefty the greateft facility 
of being affured of thefe reports, 
and of flopping in time the progrefg 
of thefe illicit armaments. Amongft 
a croud of examples, which accufe 
the Court of Verfailles of want of 
attention to fulfil the conditions of 
peace, or rather its conftant atten- 
tion to nourifh fear and difcord, it 
is impoffible to enumerate them all's 
it is very difficult to felect the moft 
finking objects. (line large mips, 

fittci 
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fitted out and freighted by the 
Sieur de Beauraarchais, and his part- 
Hen, in the month of January, 1777, 
are not confounded with the A mphi- 
trite, who carried about the lame 
time a great quantity of ammunition, 
and thirty French officers, who patted 
with impunity into the fervice of 
the rebels. Every month, almoft 
every day, furniflwd new fubjecls 
of complaint ; and a fhort Memorial 
that Vifcount Stormont, the King's 
AmbaiTador, communicated to the 
Count de Vergennes, in the month of 
November, in fame year, will give a 
juft, but very imoerfeft idea of the 
wrongs which Britain had fo often 
fuilained — " There is a fixty gun 
ihip at Rochfort, and an Eaft India 
fhip, pierced for fixty guns, at L'Ori- 
ent. Thefe two mips are deftined 
. for the fervice of the rebels. They 
are laden with different merchandize, 
and freighted by MefTrs. Chaumont, 

Holken, and Sebatier. The (hip 

JL/Heureux, failed from Marfeilles 
the ^2610 of September, under ano- 
ther name : me goes flreight to New 
Hampfhire, though it is pretended 
(he is bound to the French iflands. 
They have been permitted to take 
on board three thoufand raufquets, 
and 25000 pounds of fulphur, a 
merchandife as neceflary to the 
Americans as ufelefs to the ifland. 
This fhip is commanded by M, 
Lundi, a French officer of diflinftion, 
formerly Lieutenant to M. de Bou- 
ganville.— L'Hippopotame, belong- 
ing to the Sieur Beaumarchais, will 
have on board four thoufand muf- 
quets, and many warlike {lores for 
tne ufe of the rebels. — There are 
about fifty French fhips laden with 
ammunition for the ufe of the rebels, 
preparing to fail to North America* 
They will go from Nana, L'Orient, 
St. Malo, Havre, Bourdeaux, Bay. 
onne, and other different ports. — 
Thefe are the names of fome of the. 
perfons principally interefted ; M. 
Chaumont, M, Menton, and his part- 
ners, &c. Sec, 
In this kingdom where the will 
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of the Prince meets with no obftacte, 
fuccours, fo confiderable, fo public, 
fo long fup ported ; in fine, fo necef- 
fary to maintain the war in America, 
mew clearly enough the moil fecret 
intentions of the Mod Chriflian 
King's Miniflers. But they flili 
carried further their forgetfutnefs, or 
contempt of the moil folemn engage- 
ments, and it was not without their 
permiffion that an underhand and 
dangerous war iffued from the ports 
of France, under the deceitful mafk , 
of peace, and the pretended flag of 
the American colonies, The favour- 
able reception that their agents found 
with the Miniflers of the Court of 
Verfailles, quickly encouraged them 
to form and execute the audacious 
project of eflablifhing a place of arms 
in the country, which had ferved 
them for an afylum. They had 
brought with them, or knew how to 
fabricate letters of marque, in the 
name of the American Congrefs, 
who had the impudence to ufurp all 
the rights^ of fovereignty. The 
partnerfhip, whofe intcreiled views, 
eafity embarked in all their defigns, 
fitted out fhips rhat they had either 
built or purchafed. They armed 
them to cruize in the European 
feas, nay, even on the coafls of Great 
Britain. To fave appearances, the 
Captains of thefe corfairs hoi fled the 
pretended American flag, but their 
crews were always compofed of a 
great number of Frenchmen, who 
entered, with impunity, under the 
very eyes of their Governors and the 
officers of the maritime provinces* 
A numerous fwarm of thefe corfairs 
animated by a fport of rapine, failed 
from the ports of France, and after 
cruifing jn the Britiih feas, re-entered, 
or took fhelter in the fame ports* 
Thither they brought their prizes, 
and under a rude, weak artifice, 
which they fometimes vouchfafed to 
employ, the prizes were fold pub- 
licly and commodioufly enough, 
in the fight of the royal officers, al- 
ways difpofed to protect the com- 
merce of thofe traders, who violate^ 
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the laws, to conform to tke French 
Miniftry. The corfairs enriched 
themfelves with the fpoils of the 
King's fubjefts ; and after hav- 
ing profited of full liberty to re- 
pair their lofles, provide for their 
wants, and procure all warlike ftores, 
gunpowder, cannon, and rigging, 
which might (erve for new enter- 
prizes, they departed freely from the 
fame ports, to make new cruizes. 
The hiftory of the Reprifal privateer 
may be cited from a crowd of ex- 
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anifecretly fold.-^Sucti fa&s, wnicfa 
it would be eafy to multiply, Hand 
inftead of reaionings and reproaches. 
The faith of treaties cannot avoid being 
called upon, on this occafion ; andk is 
not neceflary to fhew that an alSed, 
or even a neutral power, can ever 
permit war, without violadng peace. 
The principle of the law of nations* 
will, doubtlefs, refufe to the Ambaf- 
fador of the moil refpe&able .power 
that privilege of arming privateer*, 
which the Court of Verfaiiles granted 



amples, tofet the unjuft, but fcarceiy under-hand, in the very bo&m* of 
artificial, conduft of the Court of France, to the agents of rebels., In 
Verfaiiles in a clear light. This the French iflands, the public tran. 



Ihip, which had brought Mr, Frank- 
lin, agent of the revolted colonies 
to ^Europe, was received, with two 
prizes (he had taken in her paflTage. 
She remained in the port of Nantz, 
as long as ftie thought convenient; 
put twice to fea to plunder the 
King's fubjeas, and came quietly 
into L'Orient with the new prizes 
fhe had made; 

Notwithstanding the ftrongeft re- 
prefentatipn of the King's Ambaffa- 
dor; notwithftanding the rnoft folemn 
affurances Of the French Minifters. 
the Captain of that corfair was per- 
mitted to (lay at L'Orient aslong as 
it was neceflary to refit his (hip, to 
provide fixty barrels of gunpowder, 
and to receive as many French fea- 
mtn, as chofe to engage with him. 
Furni&ed with thefe reinforcements, 
the Reprifal failed a third time from 
the ports of their new allies, and 
.prefently formed a little fquadron of 
pirates, by the concerted jun&ionof 
ihe Lexington and the Dolphin, two 
privateers ; the firft of which had al- 
ready carried more than One prize 
into the river of Bourdeaux; and 
the other, fitted out at Nantz, and 
manned entirely by Frenchmen, had 
nothing American, but the Com- 
mander. Thefe three (hips, which 
fo publicly enjoyed tbe protection of 
the Court of Verfaiiles, in a Ihort 
time afterwards took fifteen Briuih 
fcips, the . greateft part of winch 
were brought into the ports of France, 



quility was violated in a manner yet 
more audacious, and notwithftanding 
the change of the Governor, the port* 
of Martinico ferved always asa'meltor 
to corfairs who cruized under Ameri- 
can colours, but manned by French- 
men. Mr. Bangham, agent for the 
rebels, who enjoyed the favour and 
confidence of two fucceffive Gover- 
nors of Martinico, directed the arm- 
ing of thofe privateers, and the public ' 
fale of their prizes. Two merchant 
fhips, the Lancafhire Hero, and the 
lrifh Gambier, which were taken by 
the Revenge, affures, that out of her 
<:rew, con lifting of 125 men, there 
were but two Americans; and that 
the owner, who at the fame time was 
proprietor of eleven other privateers, 
acknowledged hirofelf to be an inhabi- 
tant of Martinico, where he was 
looked upon as the favourite, and 
the fecret agent of the Governor hinv- 
felf. , 

In the midft of all thefe acls of 
hoftility, (which it is impoffibte 
to call by apy other name) the 
Court of Verfaiiles continued always 
to fpeak the language of peace %q& 
amity, and its Minifters exhaulled all 
the fqurces of artifice and dimmula- 
tion, to lull the jult complaints Qf 
Great-Britain, to deceive-her juft 
fufpicions, and to ftop the effecls of 
her juft refentment. . From thejiyil 
atra of the American troubles^ to tije 
moment of a declaration of war by 
the Marquis de Noailies, the Mini- 

ftec 

Digitised by VjOOQIC 



( 3h ) 

Iters of the Mofttfhriftian King never with a friendftuD. worthy of a Sow? 



ceafed to renew the firongeft and xaoft 
exprefTive protections of their pacific 
dUpoiitions; and, however, the com- 
mon conduct of the Cpurr, of Ver- 
sailles was adapted to inspire a juft 
doubt, yejt his Majcfty's juft heart 
furnimed him with powerful motives 
to believe, that France had at length 
adopted a fyftem of moderation and 

!>eace, which would perpetuate the 
olid and reciprocal happinefs of the 
two nations. The Minifteri of the 
Court of Verfailles endeavoured to 
excufe the arrival and refidence of the 
rebels agent, by the ftrongeft afTur- 
ances,.that he found only a Ample 
afylum in France, without either di- 
Jliuclion or encouragement. 

The freedom of commerce> ajid 
the third of gain, ferve fometimes as 

!>retexts to cover the illegitimate de- 
igns of the fubje&s of France ; and 
at a time when they vainly alledged 
the importance of the laws to prevent 
abufes, which neighbouring ftates 
know fo well how to fuppreTs, they 
condemned, with every appearance 
of iincerity, the tranfportation of 
arms and ammunition, which fhe per- 
mitted with impunity, for the iervice 
of the Rebels. To the firft repre- 
fentation of the King's AmbaiTador 
upon the fubject of the privateers, 
which were fitted out in the ports of 
France under American colours, the 
Kliniilers of his Moll ChrifHan Ma- 
}efty, replied, with expreffions of fur- 
prife and indignation, and by a pon- 
tile declaration* that attempts, fo 
contrary to the faith of treaties, and 
the public tranquility, mould never 
he fuffered. The train of events, of 
which a fmall number hath been 
fhewn, foon manifefted the incon- 
stancy, or rather the talfehood of the 
Court of Versailles; and the King's 
Ambaflador was ordered to reprefent 
to the French Minifters the ierious, 
but inevitable confequences of their 
policy. He fulfilled his com million 
with all the conilderation due .to a re- 
fpeclable power, the prefervation of 
whofe friendihip w$s defired, but 



reign, and a nation little accuflomed 
to do, or tp fuffer injuftice. The 
Court of Verfailles was called upon 
to explain its conduct, and its inten- 
tions, without delay or evafion ; and 
the King propofed to it the alterna- 
tive of peace of war.— France chofe 
peace, fn orcfor to wound her enemy 
more furely and fccretly, without 
having any thing tp dread from her 
juftice. She feverely condemned chofe 
fuccours and thofe armaments, that 
the principles of public equity would 
not permit her to jufHfy. She de- 
clared to the King's Ambaflador, tha$ 
ihe was refolved to banifh the Ame- 
rican corfairs immediately from alt 
the ports of France, never to return 
again; and that me would take^^M 
future, the moft rigorous precatftlfl^ 
to prevent the fale of prizes taken 
from the fubjefb of Great- Britain T 
The orders given to that effect afto- 
nifhed the partizans of the Rebate 
and feemed to check the progrefs^f 
the evil $ but fubjedis of complaint 
fprung up again daily ; and the man r * 
ner in which thefe orders were firfj 
eluded, then violated, and at length 
entirely forgotten, by the merchants, 
privateers, nay, even by the royal 
officers, were not excq fable by the 
proteftations of friendship, with which 
the Court of Verfailles accompanied 
thofe infractions of peace, until the 
very moment that the treaty of alli T 
ance, which it had figned with the 
agents of the revolted American co- 
lonies, was announced by the French 
Ambaflador in London,* 

If a foreign enemy, acknowledged 
by all the powers of Europe had con- 
quered the King's American domi-' 
nions, and if France had confirmed 
by a fpjemn treaty, an act of violence, 
that had plundered in the midft $f a" 
profound peace, a refpectabie neigh- 
bour, of whom me ihled* herfelf the 
friend and ally, all Europe would 
ilahd up againit the injuftice of a con- 
duct Which thamefuliy violated all 
that is moft fucred among men. The 
firft diicoyery, the uninterrupted pof. 
* ' feifioi*i 
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1 JMBanoftwo hundred years, and the 
Confent of all nations, were fufficient 
to afcertain the rights of Great Bri- 
tain over the lands of ^Jorth America, 
•nd its fovereignty over the people 
that had fettled there with |hc per- 
Bunion, and under the government 

* cf the King's predeceflbra. If even 
this people had dared to ihake off the 
>oke of authority, or rather off the 
laws, if they had ufurped the pro- 
vinces and prerogatives of their So- 
vereign; and if they had fought the 
alliance of Grangers to fupport their 
pretended independence ; thofe Gran- 
gers could not accept their alliance, 
gatify their usurpations, and acknow- 
ledge their independence, without 
fuppofing that revolt hath more 
extenfive rights than thofe of war; 
and without granting to rebellious 
fubje&s a lawful title to conqueft, 
which they could not have made but 
in contempt of both law and juftice. 
The fceret enemies of peace, of Great 
Britain, and perhaps of France her- 
felf, had neverthelefs the criminal 
dexterity to perfuade his Mo^ Chris- 
tian Majeftyj that he could, without 
violating the faith of treaties, pub- x 
licly declare, that he received the re- 
volted fubjedh of a King, his neigh- 

, hour and ally, into the number 0/ his 
allies. The profeffions of friendfhip 
which accompanied that declaration, 
which the Marquis de Noailles was 
» ordered to make to the Court of Lon.- 
cbn/ only ferve to aggravate the in- 
jury by the infult ; and it was re- 
fcrved for France to boaft of pacific 
^difpofitipns in the very inftant that 
ner ambition inftigated her to execute 
and avofr an ac]t of perfidy, unex- 
ampled in the hiflory of nations. 
Vet, fuch as the Court of Verfailles 
dare* allow itfelf to ufe, " Yet it 
would be wrong to believe that the 
acknowledgment that the King has 
made of the independence of the 
Thirteen United States of North A- 
m erica, is what has enraged the King 
of England: that Prince is, without 
doubt, not ignorant of all the exam- 
ples of the like kind that the Britifb 



annals, even of his own itiga, da 
rtrnilh."— But thefe pretended ex* 

amples do not exift. — The King ne-- 
ver acknowledged the independence 
of a people, who had ftaken off the 
yoke of their lawful prince; it is 
doubtlefs very afflicting that the Mit 
nifters of his Moll ChnlHan Majefty, 
have cheated the piety of their fo- 
vereign, to cover, with fo refpe&able 
a name, aflertions without any foun- 
dation or likelihood, which are con- 
tradicted by the memory of all Europe. 
At the commencement of the cfif- 
putes which arofe between Great- 
Britain and her Colonies, the Court 
of Verfailles declared, that it did not 
pretend to be a judge of the quarrel, 
and its ignorance of the principles of 
the Britim conftitution, as well as the 
privileges and obligations of the co- t 
Ionies, ought to have engaged it to 
periift always in fuch a wife and mo- 
deft declaration, that would have ^ 
fpared it the lhame of tranferibing 
the Manifeftos of the American Con- 
grefs, and of pronouncing now, 
" That the proceedings of the Court , 
of London had compelled its antient 
colonies to have recourfe to arms for 
the maintenance of their rights, trieir 
privileges, and their liberty. Thefe 
vain pretenfions have been already 
refuted in the moft convincing man- 
ner, and the rights of Great Britain 
over that revolted people, her bene- 
factions, and her long patience, have 
been already proved by reafon and 
by facls. It is fufficient here to re- 
mark, that France cannot take any 
advantage of the injuftice with right, 
and in fact is the objeft of difpute. 
And the King's dignity will not per- 
mit him to accept of thofe propofals, 
which, from the very beginning of a 
negotiation, grants all that can latisfy 
the ambition of the rebellious Ame- 
ricans, whilft th.ey exaft from his 
Majeity, without any Hipularien in 
his favour, that he Ihould defift, for 
a long 1 or indefinite term, from his 
moft lawful pretentions. It is true, 
the Court of Verfailles vouch fafed to 
confent, that the Court of London ^ 

might 
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might trea,t with the Congrefs, cither 
dfrectly, or by the intervention of the 
King of Spain. Hig Majefty, cer- 
tainly, will not fo much demean him- 
fclf as to complain of that infolence, 
Which feems to grant him, as a fav- 
our, the permiffion of treating -direft- 

, ly with his rebellious fubjects. But 
the Americans themfelves are not 
blinded by paffion and prejudice, they 
will fee clearly in the conduct of 
France, that their new allies wilt 
foon become their tyrants, and that 
that pretended independence, pur- 
chafed at the price of fo much mi- 
feryand blood, will be foon fubject- 
€d to the defpotic will of a foreign 
Court. 

If France could verify that eager- 
nefs whkh (he attributes to the Court 
xif London, to feek the mediation of 
Spain, a like eagernefs would fertfe 
to prove the King's juft. confidence in 
the goodnefs of his caufe, and his 
efteem for a generous nation which 
hath always defptfed fraud aAd perfi- 
dy. But the Court of London was - 
obliged to own, that the mediatkwi 
was offered to it by the Miniiters of 
the Catholic King, and it claims no 
other merit, than that of having- 
ihown, on all occafions, a lively and 
Ancere inclination to deliver its fub- 
jects, nay even its enemies from the 
fconrge of war. The conduct of the 
Court of Madrid, during that nego- 
tiation, foon (hewed the King that a 
mediator, who forgets his own deareft 
interefts, to give himfelf up to the 
ambition, or refentment of a foreign , 
power, muft be incapable of propof* 
mg a fafe or honourable accommoda- 
tion. Experience confirmed thefe 
fufpicions; the unjuft and inadmif- 
fibfe fcheme juft mentioned, was the 
fole fruit of this mediation. In the 
fame inftan t that the Minifters of the 
Catholic King offered, with the mod 
difintereiled profeffions, his capital, 
his good offices, his gauranty, to facili- 
tate the conclusion of the treaty, they 
fuffered to appear from the bottom 
pf obfeurity new fubjects for difcuf- 
fmg: particularly relative to Spain. 
Vol. VIII. 



but upon which they always refufed 
to explain themfelifcs. His Maje&y's 
refufal to accede to the ultimatum of 
the Court of Madrid, was accom- 
panied with all convenient precauti- 
ons and refpect: and, unlefs, that 
Court will arrogate to itfelf a right 
to dictate conditions of peace to an 
independent and ^-efpedabW neigh- 
bour, there was nothing paflfei in 
that conjuncture, which ought to 
have altered the harmony Of the two 
Crowns. But the offensive meafures 
of Spain, which (he could never 
cloath with the faireit appearances of 
equity, will foon mow that (he had 
already taken her refolutions ; had 
been inftigated by the French Mi* . 
ni£ry, who had only retarded the 
Declaration of the Court of Madrid, 
from the hope of giving a mortal 
bio v to the honour and intereifc of 
Great Britain under the mafic of 
friendship. 

Such are the unjuft and ambitious 
enemies, who have defpifed the faith 
of treaties, to violate the public 
tranquility, and againft whom the 
King now defends the rights of his 
Crown and people. The , event is 
yet in the hands of the Almighty; 
but his Majefty, whp relies upon the 
divine protection, with a firm but 
humble afTorance, is perfuaded that 
the wifhes of Europe will fupport the 
juftice of his caufe, and applaud the 
fuccefs of his arms, which have no 
other object than to eftablifh the re- 
pofe of nations on a folid and un- 
ihaken bafis. 

But France herfelf appears to feci 
theweaknefs, the danger, and the in- 
decency of thefe pretentions ; when, 
in the declaration of the Marquis do ■ 
Noailles, as well as in her laft Mani- 
fcfto, fhe quits her hold on the right 
of independence : (he is content to 
maintain, that the revolted Colonies 
enjoy infa&, that independence they 
have bellowed on themfelvei ; that 
even England herfelf, in fomc fort 
acknowledges it, in fufiering acts of 
fovereignty to fubfift, and that there- 
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peace, might conclude » treaty of 
Friendrtiip and commerce with the 
United Slates of North America.— 
Let us fee in what manner Great 
Britain had acknowledged that inde- 
pendence, equallyimaginary in right, 
as in fact Two years had not yet 
eJapfed from the day in which the 
rebels declared their criminal refoiu- 
tion of halting off the yoke of their 
mother country ; and that time had 
been occupied by the events of a 
bloody and obftinate war. . Succefs 
had hung in fufpence, but the King's 
•noy, whicA pofleffed the moft im- 
portant maritime towns, continue 
•Jways to menace the interior pro- 
vinces. The Englifh flag reigned over 
all the American feas, and the re- 
eftablifhmentof a lawful dependence, 
was fixed as the indifpenfible conditi- 
on of the feeace, which Great Britain 
offered to her revolted fobjeds, whofe 
r *gh#» privileges, nay even whofe 
prejudices fhe rtfpected. The Court 
of*Verfailles, which announced, with 
to much opennefs and firaplicity, the 
treaty figned with the pretended States 
of America, which it found in an in* 
dependent fituation, had alone con* 
tributed, by its dandeftine fuccours, 
to foment the fire of revolt ; and it was 
the dread of peace that engaged 
France to employ the rumour of that 
alliance, as the moft effectual means 
to inflame tl^ minds of the people 
who began alr^jtiy to open their cjw 
upon the unfortunate confluences of 
the revolt, the tyranny of their new: 
leaders, and die paternal difpofkion 
of their lawful Sovereign. 

■ Under fuch circumftances k is ioi- 
pofitble, without infulring in too grofi 
a manner both truth and reafon, to 
deny that the declaration of the Mar* 
qoisofNoailles, of the 13th of March, 
177S, ought to be received as a true 
declaration of war on the part of th e 
moft Chriftian King; and the aflu 
ranees «* that he had taken eventua" 
meafures, in concert with the li- 
fted States of America, to maintainl 



a ftetibm of commerce," walcli 

had fo often excited the juft com- 
plaints of Great Britain, autho- 
rifed the King, from that moment, 
to rank France in tjie number of his 
enemies. The Court of Verfailles 
could not avoid acknowledging that 
the King of England, after having 
" recalled his Ambaffador, denounc* 
ed to his Parliament the meafures ta- 
ken by his Majefty, as an a£l of hof- 
tiiity, as a formal and premeditated 
aggreifion." Such was, indeed, the 
declaration which both honour and 
juflice demanded from the King, and 
dwhich he communicated, without de* 
lay, to the Minifters of the different. 
Courts of. Europe, to juftify before- 
hand the efrefb of a lawful refent- 
ment. From then it is uieleft to feelc 
for orders, that were fent to the EaU- 
Indies, to remark the precife day 
when the fleets of England or France 
quitted their refpe&ive ports ; or, to, 
Scrutinize into the circumftances of 
the adlion with tKe Belk P§uk % and, 
the taking two other frigates, whi ck 
were actually carried off in fight of 
the very coaft of France, Hence the 
reproach made to the King of having, 
fo long fufpended a formal declara** 
tion of war, vanifhes^of itfelf. Thefe 
declarations are only the meafures 
that nations have reciprocally agreed 
on, to avoid treachery and furprife * 
but the ceremonies which announce 
the terrible exchange of peace for war* 
the Heralds declarations and mani- 
ftftos are not always neceffary , are not 
always alike. The declaration of the 
Marquis de Noatfles was *a ftgnal of 
the public infraction of the peace. 
The King direclly .proclaimed to all 
nations that he accepted the war which 
France offered ; the laft proceed inga 
of his M&jefty were rather the fprine 
of his prudence, than his juflice, ana 
Europe may now judge if the Court 
of London wanted means to " juilify 
a declaration of war, and if ihc did 
not dare to accufe France, publrcly, 
of being the aggrciTor." 
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ACT of* the Britifli Parliament for re- 
pealing a former A£k, relative to the 

Government of Maflachufetts-Bay* 4 8 

i for removing all doubts and appre- 

henfions concerning the Taxing of the 
Colonies. — t — && 

— . — to enable his Majefty to appoint 
Coramiflioners to treat with the American 
Colonies. ^ — — f 49 

Addrefs to the American Legislatures on the 
Quebec Aft, — 145 

Advertifement in the Borton Chronicle, re- 
lative to the Sale of certain Eftates. 124 

Albany, a letter from thence to, a gentleman 
in Philadelphia, — 343 

Allan, John, Continental Agent, fcc. ifluesa 
proclamation at Machias, in the State of 
Maflachufetts-Bay. — 345 

American, an, his remarks on the Speech at 
the opening of the laft Seffion of Parlia- 
ment. — ■ — *i8 

■ humourous obfervationi on the fore- 
going remarks. — 4*3 

American Camp, account of the entertain- 
ments, Sec. there, on celebrating the an- 
nirerfary of the alliancewith France, z%% 

~ AYmy re-inlifted, and price of corn 

reduced. — — *7* 

- Account of the affair at Stono Ferry. 

303 
'a, receive advices, from France, Hol- 
land, and the Weft Indies. — 176 

Arbuthnot, Admiral, the Americans receive 
an account of his tailing. • — " *7^ 

Augufta, American account cf the a&ion 
near that place. — ■ *7 2 

B 

Bartholomew, St. that Ifland taken. 184 

Bath, in North Carolina, extract of a letter 
from thence. — 352 , 

Beaufort, a letter from thence. 176 

■ Account of the action at, in a letter 
from Gen. Moultrie to Gen. Lincoln. 177 

Bee, Gov. his letter to Gov. Henry. 181 

Bermuda, addrefs of the Council and General 

Affembly of, to the Governor %%$ 

1 Lift of prizes carried into that Ifland. 

226 
Bowman, Capt. J6feph, copy of his letter to 

his friend Ool. John Kite. — 8x 

Briar Creek, Gen^ PrevoftV acct«flt<of the 

•ftioa chert. — * ' xtt' 



Broadhead, Col. fends advice toCongrefsoT 
the pacifie intentions of fpmc of the In- 
dian nations. *— 344 

Butler, Mr. and Gov. Rut ledge, came to the 
camp. — — 17* 

Byron, Admiral, letters from him to the Ad- 
miralty, giving an account of hi* offering 
battle to Count D'EfUng. — 306 

_~-» mother letter from him to the Admi- 
ralty, giving an account of his engage- 
ment with M. D'Eftaing. — 311 

— Another letter to the Admiralty from, 
St. Chriitopher's. , — 315 

d 

Campbell, Col. his proclamation in Georgia. 

170 

Carlifle, Lord, fends a letter, in conjunction 

with the other Commimoners, to Congrefs* 

,5* 

receives an anfwer from Congrefs to 

the fame, * — 57 

Carolina, various particular* fe(pe&ing that 
c, — t8o 

further intelligence concerning 
— i8* 



province. 



that province. 

Cartel, letters concerning the fettlement of. 

z%% 

Charles-Town, orders refpecting the poor of.. 

117 

— -— a letter from thence. 179 

Chedules, two, by the King of Spain, trah- 
flated. — 16* 

Clarke, Col. the Council of WUIiamwurg in 
Virginia proceed to the confideration of 
his letters. — 337 

Clinton, Gen. hi» letter to Congrefs, ac- 
companied with three acts of Parliaaeeot. 

47 

——receives an ajrfw« to the fame. $z 

■ writes, in conjunction with Sir George 

Collier, to the Admiralty. ^ 18* 
letteri between him and Gov. Living- 

ftone, — a 79 
his account of reports concerning 

Gen. Prevott. — *97 

Collier, Sir George, (ends an account of the 

defeat of the American fleet at Penob&ot* 

35* 
Congrers, public obfervattons on the Ameri- 
can&evolution. — r 

1 thehiftory they gave in their ad- 

drefs to America ax a certain period. 5 
^_~* rewiv c Utters^ from Lord Htwe and 

Ge* 
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Gen. Clinton, accompanied with three alts 
of Parliament — » 4* l 

•— : reran an anfwer td fcofd Howe and * 

<5en. Clinton. — 51 

* »■ receive 1 letter from Lord Carlisle, 
\ViJIi*4 Eden, ao4 George JahnAone, 

• - *f%T$. - -U -s. ML 

- ■ ■. fen4 an anfwer to the feme, 57 

— — the reply of the Commiffionera 
thereto* .- ■ , — 61 

i-» — ~* theii refblutioas thereupon. 6z 

\m ■ ' ■ ' rfccefrve a requifitibn from the Britiih 

Commiflioners to iulfil the terms of the 

Si ratoga Conventidn. — 63 

' +1 r come to refolutiona, refpe&ing thai 

matter. — 04 

«p * rtrefve another letter from Gen. 

Clinton, on the Saratoga Convention, with 

one inclosed from Lord G. Germain. ibtd> 

' » Remarks on the above. 65 

-^— ihalce afolemn appeaj, on the ma- 
nifefto arid proclamation publiihea by the 
-Britim Com miflio next. — 70 

« -«r make feveral rtfolutions* 129 

— — ^- their a<fdrefs to the inhabitants of 
the United States, of America. . . 132 

— pafsfeveralrefolutioni. 2^1 . 

— — their refolutiona concerning the 
public loans. — 34r 

Connecticut, Sir George Collier fends an ac- 
count to the Admiralty of the mifchiefs 
'done to the Americans in that province. 

355 

Conyngham, Capt. brought from New-York 
to Falmouth in irons. — 341 

Cork, a petition from the merchants and tra- 
ders of; the city of, received and read in the 
Iriih lloafe of Conrmons. 214 

D 
' Dartmouth^ Lord, his letter to Lord Duh- 

. more. — 278 

Deane, Simeon, arrives at York-tOwn with 
copies of rhe treaty with France. 44 

Dickfon, Cipt. arrives with exprefles from 
Sir George Collier, with.an account of the 
victory obtained at Penobfcot. 352 

DoWs Ferry, Gen. Clinton's letter ^trom 
thence to Lord George Germain. 361 

Dodge, John, narrative of the capture and 
treatment of, by the Englilh, at' Detroit. 

«*■>'. 73 

Downing Town, in Chefter County, resolu- 
tions pailed in the Committe for that town 
and county. — 3*52 

Drake, Admiral, his letter, from the Downs 
10 the Admiralty. » -=— 307 

fraught of a bill for declaring the intentions 
of the British Parliament,, with refpec*k to 
taxing th'e American Colonies. 38 

m of a biU to enable his tyajefty to ap- 

point Committohen fo treat with the A- 
H&ericans. '*~ ibid* 
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Draught of a report of the American Com- 
mittee on the 'above two draiights. 4a 
■ E 

Eden, William, fends a letter, in conjunction 
with the other Commiflioners, to Congrefs. 

— — Teeervei an anfwer from Coflgrefs to 

the fame. — • 57 

Edwards, Admiral, his letter to the Admi- 
ralty, dated from St. John's, Newfound- 
land. — — 317 
F 

Falmouth, account of the repulfe of the 
Engiifh there. - 268 

Fort-Pitt, extract of a letter from thence. 

274 

French King's order net to moleft the EngliJh 
fimery. } 14 

Orderrelative to the Dutch trade 115 

-i— Ordinance concernicgre-captures. ibid, 
his letter to his Lord Admiral, fixing 

the day when hoflilities commenced. 166 
— — Ordinance refpe&ing the duties on 

Dutch fhips.^ ^ — ibift. 

— — Declaration concerning infurances. 265 
Ferguflbn, Mri. her account and affidavit of 

the conver&tion with Gov. Johnflone, 

•137 
1 her letter on the fame. 141 

further particulars refpefting that 

matter. — — 184 

G 
Galloway, Mr. observations on his letter to 
his After. — • 121 

Reflections on readidg his letter to 

his fifter* — 122 

Georgia, account of feirmSfhes with the In- 
dians in that province. • — * 360 

Gerrard, Monf. and the Spaniftt minifter, re- 
ceived with honour in the American camp. 

, . s, 

Grenada, return of the killed and wounded 
in the engagement orT that ifland. 315 

. Account of the taking of that 

ifland, as publifhed by authority at Paris. 

319 

*• ■ 1 Account of the fta-rrght off that 

Ifland, as publifhed by the fame authority,* 

3" 
— : — '—. — 'Pioclamation Iffued there by the 
French Governor. — 324 

Grant, Gen. his letter to Lord G. Germaine, 
dated at fea. — - 316 

Greenfield, ■ fmall town in Connecticut, de- 
frayed by Sir"George Collier, in his expe- 
dftSon to that place. ~ 355 

H ; ' " 

fiaUfav, in Nova Scotia, its ftate aeicribed by 
Mr. Btlftinir. • S9 

Hardy's Town, Lieut. CM. Johnfon's fetter 
from that place, to Sir nenry Clinton. 3*o 

tfenry 
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fcenr^-, Captain,, a 'letter from him, *h 
Georgia, tb S=r G. Colfier 30b 

Horfcneck, account of"tKe~Kirmim; alt that 
place — — a6S 

Howe, Lord, his lettrr to the Congrefs, ac- 
companied with three acts of Parliament 

47 

■,i, ., . receives an aiif^er 10 the fame 51 

Johnfon, Lieut. Col. his letter to General 
Clinton, dated Hardy's Town. — 360 

Johnftone, George, fends a letter in Con- 
junction with the other Commiflionen, to 

' Congrefs 5 1 

-receives an artfWer from Congrefs 



to the fame — — * 57 

'~m — — : — -American remarks on hisconduft&> 

-' a letter "addreffed to him at New 

Yorfe ' — _- • — 142 

\ P further particulars nf the affair be- 

■ tweenliim afld Mrs. Furguflfcn ^ 184 
"Journal of the Military operation in South 
Carolina — — \ 349 

Ireland, confederations on the expediency and 
neceflity of the prefent affbeiation in that 
kingdom, and other important points 185 
proceedings in this Houfe of Com- 
mons on the embargo laid on the exporta- 
tion of provifions — *■ — 203 
•1 Mr* Hoffman-examined on that mat- 
ter — -* 204 

m Mr. Strangman examined on the 

famefubjcA '—^ — ' ' 206 

— * Daniel Toler, Efq. examined on the 



fame 



-"Mr, M'Durnont examined, 

• Mr. Benner examined 

■ Mr. Sweetman examined 

• Mr. Mark examined 



zoo, 

al0 

212 
213 



Justifying memorial of the King of Great 
Britain, in anfwer to the expofition, &c. of 
the Court of France 374 

. ■ • K' ' ' 

ICelly, Major, his letter to Oeneral William- 

fon — — 173 

U 

Laurens, Mr. particulars of the arrair be- 

j0l tween him and Mr. Smith, as agitated in 

theCongiefs" — — '329 

Lilt of the general affembly of Maflachufetts 

Bay, m ( ii ■ — Hi 

' — of the Council of that State 1*14 

XivingAone, letters between him and General 

Clinton* " «-' *•— 279 

M 

w Macartney, Lord, his letter to Lord George 

Germain, dated near Ho'chelle 318 

"ftPLean, Col. his letter' to lord George 

Germain, relative to Wis defence of tne new 

fettlemept on Penobfcot River 356 

* Man if eft and proclamation published by the 

'Britifli Commiflioncrs on the breaktog-up 

ofajf treaty — 66 

; '' i* "' . " Co^y of the fclemn appeal of Con- 

^* grelTprou^d tfieird^ - *- >-+ 70 



; ■» .. . »f ftw FfcnmVKrngr di<pfryfc* *fr 

- motives and conducY towards -England *4» 
Martn, St. the Ifland of, taken, . 184 
*fc»flaehufetts-Bay, a. return of the Militi* 

- of that Province, per returns froni the fe- 

veral Colonels . **- ■ $P 

■-J General I4ea of the Militia of that 

Province • - *- ■ ^ ■■ - ,.- J*j^ 

w-a— exercife of the Militia 9* 

— . prefatory and explanatory mftru&opr 

to the Officers and men, — ibid 
' ' r . - • • ■ manner of fmfoing the Battalion*. 95 
wordi of command fer firing, and 

loading ' -^*— - W 

*— Evolutions for the MiUt'py JO* 

■■ duecttous for marching \f% 

■■■■ ■ directions for wheeling J©4 

*— — .Lift of the ^eral.aftmbl-f^f th«c 

Province- . - **- 5 1 r 

■ ■ ■ ■■ lift of the Council 114 

--* aft for prolonging tn« tVme for A<tmi* 

niftratingtne oath or affirmation of ^fidelity 

and allegiance — "7 

"*^ — —tenants ofabfehtew ordesed to quic 

ihcir poflfeflieh* in that Province M 

— — atY refpee>ittgthe Militia of ii* 
: — : — *ft to confiscate the Sftafes of certain. 

Perfons therein named &&* 

*— •- AA of the State of that Ptownce, » 

" prevent the exportation of mafts 427 

— Tefolutiotis pafied in t,h< Coun<»i 

chajhber at BoAon,-*«laaVe to matming th« 

American fleet for the Penobfcoc expedition; 

• Minifink, Indians -make anrinctirfion into 275 
Monmouth, account of Skimirfhet there 127 

> Moultrie, General,' "his letter to General 

Lincoln, giving an account of the aftioa 

at Beaufort . ~ 177 

- N 

Nantucket, account df the defcent made there 

byithto Royal Refogtei , »7° 

Nantz, firf»l fetrlement *f, and receipt for, 

the money <H the Eaililk Priaca carried 

, into that Port, before the declaration of 

' independance - — 145 

Ne*f Bnglatid Militia, the pfai of, recom-- 

' mended to-theco numeration of Old -England 

«9 

Ntorth Carolma, pamcolan from that fto- 

- vittce . — ' 478 
Korwalk, a Town in Connecticut, deftroyed 

by Sir George ColHerv in kw expedition to 
that place — ^- — 35$ 

' ObferratioBi on the American rcwolotion 

* puWilhe'd, according to w teiolutMa -of 
> ' C«ngref«y by their com*nittfie .r 

fci . — » on the Aiiiitia of NeW England, 

with a reference of opinion, how a national 
defefl<atmay*be £ornaed hifOld England ^>4 

«^ ■■■■i'oa Mr. Gaajoway's ■lettear ao hit 
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X&ifcfittioosoi the motions in Coagrefs* 283 Remarks on fame particular mitten, 
^Onondaga expedition, minutes and pro- " ~ 
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* ' ' ' return of prifoners taken, and tie 
number of killed inthe caftle of. 174 



Rutlcdgc, Gov. and Mr. 
camp. — — 



Butler, come 



Orange county* extract of a letter from thence, 
; 275 

Otters, refpe&ngthe poor of Charles-Town, 

* a * tl 2 

> - ■ ' of Council for repfifals on Spain. 148 

P 

Tarter, SirPeterv hit letter from Jamaica to 
the Admiralty. *— — 307 

'» ■ fends another letter to the Admiralty 

from the fame place, — - 3 ifc 

#ennfylvama», alterations proposed in the 

• conftitution of. — - 83 

» . » a&of, pardoning thofe who have 
refufed to take the oaths* 85 

»" order of that ftate. for the fate of 
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named. *— — . lao 

%; a ferrous addrefs to the people of, 

by the author of the Farmer* • Letters. 245 

J*enobfcpt, refototkms of the Boftoniaut re- 
lative to the defence of that place. 345 

; — -— account of the defeat of the Ame- 
rican fleet at that place* — 352 

Philadelphia, extract of an epiille from 
thence. — — — 347 

Pluckemm, the annivcrfary of the French 
alliance with the Colonies obferved there. 

125 

Fortfmouth, and Elizabeth River, in Virgi- 
nia, letters from the Generals Clinton and 
Matthew, and Sir G* Collier, giving an 
account of the expedition to, — 299 

Pre to ft, Gen. his letter to Lord George Ger- 
main, giving an account of the action at 
Briar Creek. — — 1 68 

— h» letter to Gen, Williamson. 1 74 

' ■ Gen. Canton's account of reports 

• concerning him, —— 20.7 
.. » his letter to Lord George Germain, 
1 giving an account of $e affair at Stono 

Ferry* - — — — 301 

- JWoners, articles for the exchange of In the 

• Weft Indies. — — 305 
Proclamation parodied. — 86 

for the diftribetion of prizes. 149 

■ ■ ■■ for driving the cattle from the 

coaft, in cafe of an alarm of anmvanon. 15a 
■ v . . 1 obTervations on the above procla- 
mation.- - — — ,153 
of the aflbciated refugees from the 




different parts of the American States. 271 
by John Allan, Eft)* Continental 



* agent, Col. Commander in Chief of In- 
dians, dec. — — 345 

(Quebec alt, addrefs to the American legifla- 
ture on that bufineft. — 145 

jftsfleaions on reading Mr* Galloway's let* 
tex to his £tar«. — /- M» 



Sackrille, fort, articles of capitulation 
pofed by Gov. Hamilton to Col. Clark/ for, 
the Surrender of 3*6 

Saratoga Convention, the Britifh CoramS- 
fioners make a requifition of the troops in 
conference thereof* > 64 

Skirmifhe* between the Englifh and Ameri- 
can troops. — * 1 27 

Smith,. Mr. makes a motion in Congref*, 
with a view to do juftice to the public. 

Southern expedition, Several particulars rela- 
tive thereto. — -*_ ^04 

Spaniih Ambaflador delivers his refcript to 

Lord Weymouth. — 14^ 

,— Manifitfto, tranfl-tion of a late one. 

St. Lucia, part of the army ordered from 
thence. — — • 30* 

St. Vincent, articles of capitulation on the 
furrender of. , 308 

Stono Ferry, Gen. Prevoft's account of the 
affair there. ' 361 

— • American account of the fame. 303 

Stono Point, Gazette account of the affair at 
that place, as received by Lord George 
Germaine from Gen. Clinton* 350 

' Return Of the killed and wounded 

there. — .. 36 1 ' 

- American account of that transac- 
tion. *— ■ 1 367 



Tarleton, Lieut. Col. his report to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Camp on the Brunn. joj 

7c Dctm ordered to be fung at Paris for the 
victorcs gained in the Weft Indies. 326 

Thompfnn,Charles,fecrctary for the Congrefs, 
his4eiter to Commodore Sir GeorgeCollier. 

34° 
■ ■ ^ ■■ receives an anf*er to the above, 

by order of the Cnnmodere. * 341 

Tryon, Gen. his letter from New York 

Gen. Clinton. *■ ■ 1 
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Virginia, the Governor of, orders -fome Ing» 
lnh pri Toners to be put in irons, as an in* 
ftance^f the beginning of retaliation. 34)0 

Weft-Indies,, articles for the exchange of 

pri Toners there. — — * *6$ 

Wilhamibfv Gen. his anfwet to Gen. Pre* 

' vifoA's lectejr. — — — — 174 

York, Sir Jofeph, his memorial to the States 
General. — — — 167 

York-Town, Mr. Simeon Deane arrives 
there w»th copie* of the treaty b 
Fiance anoV Ajn«jk*- -* * 
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